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Sittings  at  Westminster  after  Trinity  Term,  1841. 

BEFORE    LORD    DENMAN,    C.    J. 

1841. 
Doe,  on  the  demise  of  Sturt,  v.  Mobbs.  j^^^  ^q 


I JECTMENT  to  recover  a  piece  of  garden  ground  situ-  in  ejectment  to 

.   -rr      .  recover  garden 

ate  at  HOXtOn.  ground,  it  was 

The  case  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  was,  that  the  de-  l\^^^^J^l^^^ 
fendant  had,  in  the  year  1839,  been  let  into  possession  of  ^^e  defendant 
this  piece  of  ground  by  a  person  named  Mathews,  who  into  possession 

of  the  garden 
by  M.,  who  had 
paid  rent  to  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff,  The  defendant's  case  was,  that  M.  had  rented  a  part  of 
h»  garden  of  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff,  and  that  that  had  been  given  up,  and  that  the  defend- 
ant had  the  residue  of  the  garden,  which  was  now  in  dispute,  devised  to  him  by  his  father's 
will  in  the  year  1791.  The  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  proposed  to  give  evidence  in  reply,  to  shew 
that,  from  the  year  1794,  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  and  his  father  received  rent  for  the  piece  of 
ground  in  question  : — Held,  that  the  evidence  was  receivable. 

A  deceased  receiver  of  rents  had  rendered  to  his  employer  annual  accounts  of  the  rents  re- 
ceived from  property  at  H.  The  accounts  were  not  signed  by  any  one.  One  of  the  accounts 
was  in  the  hand-  writing  of  a  deceased  clerk,  but  on  it  was  written,  in  the  hand-writing  of  the 
receiver,  "  H.  rents  ;"  another  account  was  in  the  hand*  writing  of  the  son  of  the  receiver,  who 
proved  that  he  made  it  out  by  the  authority  of  his  father,  and  that  the  account  was  rendered 
to  the  employer,  as  was  the  usual  course  : — Held,  that,  under  these  circumstances,  both  these 
accounts  were  receivable  in  evidence  as  the  accounts  of  a  deceased  agent  charging  himself  to  his 
principals 
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1841.        ^^^  been  a  tenant  of  Mr.  Stnrt^  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff, 
and  evidence  was  adduced  in  support  of  that  case. 

For  the  defendant  it  was  opened,  that  Mathews  never 
held  this  piece  of  garden  ground  of  Mr.  Sturt,  but  that 
of  Mr.  Sturt  he  only  held  an  adjoining  piece  of  garden 
ground,  called  Bartlett's  Ghurden,  (not  fenced  off  from  the 
ground  in  question) ;  and  that  the  ground  called  Bartlett's 
Garden  had  been  given  up  to  Mr.  Sturt  by  the  defendant ; 
and  the  defendant's  counsel  relied  upon  the  will  of  the 
defendant's  father,  dated  in  1791,  (which  was  put  in),  as 
devising  the  land  in  question  to  the  defendant,  and  nearly 
300  acres  of  other  land  in  the  neighbourhood.  It  appeared 
that  the  defendant's  father  had  died  in  Shoreditch  work- 
house. 

Piatt,  for  the  plaintiff,  proposed  to  give  evidence  in 
reply,  to  shew  that  for  a  series  of  years,  commencing 
with  the  year  1812,  Mr.  Sturt  received  rent  for  the 
ground  in  question,  as  part  of  his  Hoxton  estate. 

Erie, — I  submit  that  this  cannot  be  done.  Evidence  in 
reply  is  only  receivable  either  to  contradict  some  witness 
that  I  have  called,  or  to  deny  our  title  as  we  have  set 
it  up. 

Lord  Denman,  C.  J. — I  think  that  the  evidence  is  receiv- 
able. The  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  made  out  a  complete  primfi 
fade  case,  by  shewing  that  you  came  into  possession  under 
his  tenant  Mathews.  You  set  up  a  new  case,  with  a  view 
of  shewing  that  Mathews  did  not  hold  this  piece  of  ground  of 
the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff,  and  that  it  was  included  in  the 
devise  contained  in  the  will  of  the  defendant's  father.  The 
other  side  propose  to  answer  this  by  shewing,  that  it  did 
not  belong  to  the  defendant's  father,  because  it  formed  a 
part  of  Mr.  Sturf  s  property.  I  think  that  I  must  receive 
the  evidence  (a). 

(a)  See  the  case  of  Doe  d.  GasUi  ▼.  Ooslee,  9  C.  &  P.  46. 
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On  the  part  of  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  Mr.  Clarkson  1941^ 
was  called.  He  said^  "  My  father,  Mr.  Bomayne  Clarkson^ 
who  is  dead,  was  the  receiver  of  rents  for  Mr.  Start's 
Hoxton  estate  for  several  years,  from  the  year  1812 ;  I 
have  been  present  when  he  has  received  some  of  the  rents; 
this  is  an  accoant  of  the  rents  received  from  the  tenants  of 
the  Hoxton  estate  for  1812 ;  it  is  in  the  hand-writing  of  a 
deceased  derk  of  my  father's,  named  Dixon ;  there  is  an 
indorsement  upon  it  in  my  father's  hand- writing,  it  is  the 
words  '  Hoxton  rents ;'  the  account  is  not  signed  by  any 
one ;  the  whole  account  is  on  one  piece  of  paper/' 

Erie  for  the  defendant. — I  submit  that  this  account  is 
not  receivable  in  evidence.     It  has  no  signature. 

Plati. — ^Th^e  is  an  indorsement  on  it  in  the  hand-writ- 
ing of  Mr.  Bomayne  Clarkson,  and  he  is  the  person  who, 
by  the  account,  is  charged  with  the  receipt  of  the  money. 

Erie, — There  is  nothing  in  this  account  which  would 
have  charged  Mr.  Bomayne  Clarkson  in  an  action. 

Lord  Denman,  C.  J.,  (to  the  witness). — Mr.  Clarkson, 
are  you  enabled  to  say,  that  accounts  in  this  form  were 
rendered  annually  by  your  father  during  the  time  he  con- 
tinued receiver? 

Mr.  Clarkson. — I  am,  my  lord. 

Lord  Dbnman,  C.  J. — I  think  that  I  must  receive  this 
account  in  evidence.  Upon  the  evidence  that  has  been 
given  to  day  by  Mr.  Clarkson,  his  father  could  have  been 
charged  in  an  action  founded  on  this  account. 

The  evidence  was  received. 

Mr.  Clarkson. — "  This  is  another  account  for  the  year 
1814 ;  it  is  in  my  own  hand- writing ;  there  is  not  any  of 
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1841.  ^y  father's  handwriting  upon  it;  I  made  out  this  account 
by  the  authority  of  my  father,  acting  as  the  receiver  of 
rents  for  Mr.  Sturt,  and  this  account  was,  in  the  usual 
course  of  business,  rendered  to  Mr.  Sturt.  The  account 
is  not  signed." 

Lord  Denman,  C.  J. — This  is  an  unsigned  account, 
written  by  the  clerk  of  the  receiver  of  rents,  and  rendered 
to  the  employer.     I  think  it  is  receivable  in  evidence. 

The  evidence  was  received  (a). 

Lord  Denman,  C.  J. — You  must  apply  this  evidence  to 
the  land  now  in  question. 

Piatt. — I  shall  show  that  the  rent  stated  in  these  ac- 
coimts  to  have  been  received  from  Mr.  Scott,  was  paid  for 
the  ground  now  in  dispute. 

That  evidence  was  given,  and  it  was  proved  that  the 
lessor  of  the  plaintiff  and  his  father  had  received  rent  for 
the  ground  in  question  ever  since  the  year  1794. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff. 
PkUt,  B,  Andrews,  and  Barstow,  for  the  plaintiff. 
Erie,  Godson,  C.  Clark,  and  Horrie,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attomies — Holme^  Frampton  ^  Young^  and  Smith  8f  AlUstonsJ] 


In  the  ensuing  term,  Erie  applied  for  a  new  trial,  but 
the  Court  refused  a  rule. 

(a)    See   the   cases  of   Brune,      and  Doe  d.  Lichfield  {Ear i)y.S(a' 
Esq,  V.  Thompson,  post,  p.  34  ;  Doe      cey,  6  C.  &  P.  139. 
d.  Bodenham  v.  Colcombe,  post; 
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Sittings  in  London  after  Trinity  Term,  1841 

BEFORE    LORD  DENMAN^    C.  J. 


Carruthers  V,  Graham  and  Others. 

TJuly  7. 
ROVER  for  plate,  books,  china,  linen,  and  carriages,  in  an  action 

Pleas — first,  not  guilty ;  and  second,  that  the  plaintiff  was  bankrupt 

not  possessed.  against  his  a«. 

wv  ^^vroovKsov^.  signces,  to  try 

It  was  opened  by  Piatt,  for  the  plaintiff,  that  this  action  «!»«  ya»»dity  of 
was  brought  to  try  the  validity  of  a  fiat  in  bankruptcy,  petitioning  cre- 
which  had  been  sued  out  against  the  plaintiff,  under  which  competent  wit- 
the  defendant,  Graham,  was  the  official  assignee,  and  the  ^^^^^^  to  ^rove 
other  defendants  the  creditors^  assignees.  t*»«  petitioning 

-KT      •  1  •  T  Tj«  i»    1        creditor's  debt; 

Notice  had  been  given  of  disputing  the  validity  of  the  and  the  fact  of 
fiat,  and  also  the  petitioning  creditor's  debt,  trading,  and  signed  hi?  debt 
act  of  bankruptcy.  J.*"  ""^^^  "° 

*      "^  difference. 

On  the  part  of  the  defendant,  Mr.  Edward  Pontifex,  one  To  let  in  the 
of  the  petitioning  creditors,  was  called  to  prove  the  peti-  a  witness  taken 
tioning  creditor's  debt.  He  stated  that  he  had  assigned  t\*r?L*  I^^deice" 
his  debt.  ^^^^^  ^^^  s'*^- 

1  Will.  4,  c.  22, 
on  the  ground 

Piatt y  for  the  plaintiff. — I  submit  that  the  petitioning  is  abroad%vi^-* 
creditor  is  not  a  competent  witness.     He  has  a  direct  in-  d«nce  must  be 

^  given  to  satisfy 

terest  in  supporting  the  fiat;  and  it  has  even  been  doubted  the  judge  that 

...  ,.  .  .  the  witness  is 

whether  the  petitioning  creditor  is  a  competent  witness  to  actually  out  of 
prove  the  petitioning  creditor's  debt,  even  in  a  criminal  oflhe  Coiirt°a't 
prosecution  (a).  The  effect  of  his  evidence  would  be  (as  far  the  time  of  the 

,  trial;  and  it  will 

as  the  petitioning  creditor's  debt  is  concerned),  to  prevent  not  be  sufficient 

the  plaintiff  fi^m  upsetting  the  fiat.     In  the  case  of  Green  the  evening  be- 

V.  Jones  (6),  it  was  held  by  Lord  Ellenborough,  that,  in  an  Ji;;'j|;;es?Ls 

action   by   the   assignees  of  a  bankrupt,  the  petitioning  with  his  luggage 

ship  bound 
for   Montreal,  the  ship  being  then  three  quarters  of  u  mile  below  Gravcbcnd,  waiting  for  her 
cuptuin  to  come  on  board. 

(«)  See  the  case  oiUejc  v.  IValltrs,  5  C.  &  V,  138.         {b)  12  Camp.  111. 
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1841.        creditor  was  not  a  competent  witness  to  support  a  commis- 

Carruthers    ®^^^  ^^  bankruptcy,  although  he  might  be  called  on  the 

V-  other  side  to  prove  it  inyalid ;  and  his  Lordship  observes, 

URAHAM*  __  •»•  mt  • 

that  the  petitioning  creditor  ^'enters  into  a  bond  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  conditioned  to  establish  the  several  facts 
upon  which  the  validity  of  the  commission  depends,  and  to 
cause  it  to  be  effectually  executed.  He  has,  therefore,  a 
clear  and  direct  interest  in  the  question  at  issue.'^  That 
decision  related  to  a  commission  of  bankrupt,  but  under 
the  stat.  6  Gteo.4,  c,  16,  s.  13,  the  petitioning  creditor,  before 
a  fiat  in  bankruptcy  is  issued,  must  now  "  give  bond  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor  in  the  penalty  of  £200,  to  be  conditioned 
for  proving  his  or  their  debt  or  debts^  as  well  bef(»%  the  com- 
missioners as  upon  any  trial  of  law,  in  case  the  due  issuing 
forth  of  the  commission  be  contested,  and  also  for  proving 
the  party  to  have  committed  an  act  of  bankruptcy  at  the 
time  of  taking  out  such  commission,  and  to  proceed  on 
such  commission.'^  And  by  the  16th  section  of  the  Bank- 
ruptcy Court  Act,  1  &  2  Will.  4,  c.  56,  all  "  laws,  statutes, 
rules,  and  orders "  then  in  force  relating  to  bankruptcy, 
are  to  extend  to  fiats  in  bankruptcy,  so  far  as  they  are 
applicable  thereto. 

KeUy,  Montagu  Chambers,  and  Butt,  for  the  defendants. 
— By  the  13th  section  of  the  Bankrupt  Act,  6  Gteo.  4,  c.  16, 
the  bond  of  the  petitioning  creditor  is  not  to  be  assigned 
to  the  party  who  is  sought  to  be  made  bankrupt,  merely 
because  the  petitioning  creditor  cannot  support  the  fiat. 
The  words  of  the  section  are,  *'  but  if  such  debt  or  debts 
shall  not  be  really  due,  or  if,  after  such  commission  taken 
out,  it  be  not  proved  that  the  party  had  committed  an  act 
of  bankruptcy  at  the  time  of  the  issuing  of  the  commis- 
sion, and  it  shall  also  appear  that  such  commission  was  taken 
out  fraudulently  or  maliciously,  the  Lord  Chancellor  shall 
and  may,  upon  petition  of  the  party  or  parties  against 
whom  the  commission  was  so  taken  out,  examine  into  the 
same,  and  order  satisfaction  to  be  made  to  him  or  them  for 


Graham. 
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the  damages  by  him  or  them  sustained ;  and  for  the  better        iq^i^ 
recovery  thereof,  may  assiim  such  bond  or  bonds  to  the    ^  ^     *^     ' 

"  ^  .  Carruthbrs 

party  or  parties  so  petitioning^  who  may  sue  for  the  same  _  «. 
in  his  or  their  name  or  names.^'  In  the  case  of  Wright  v. 
Zsoinsan  and  Another  {a),  which  was  an  action  against  the 
Sheriff  of  Middlesex  for  a  false  return  of  nulla  bona  to  a 
writ  of  fieri  facias^  the  defendants  wished  to  set  up  the 
bankruptcy  of  the  person  against  whom  the  writ  of  fieri 
facias  had  been  sued  out ;  and,  to  prove  the  petitioning  cre- 
ditor's debt^  they  called  the  petitioning  creditor.  His  evi- 
dence was  objected  to,  but  was  received  by  Lord  Abinger, 
subject  to  a  motion  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer ;  and  that 
Court  afterwards  intimated  an  opinion  that  the  evidence 
was  properly  received. 

Piatt. — ^This  case  is  very  different  from  that  of  Wright  v. 
Lainsan.  The  sheriff  in  that  case  was  not  indemnified  by 
the  assignees,  and  the  counsel  for  the  sheriff,  in  arguing 
the  case  of  Wright  v.  Lainson,  say  that  the  "  trial  at  law,'' 
mentioned  in  the  13th  section  of  the  Bankrupt  Act, 
6  Greo.  4,  c.  16,  "  cannot  mean  a  trial  at  law  between  par- 
ties over  whom  the  assignees  have  no  control  whatever. 
It  must  mean  a  trial  where  the  assignees  are  parties,  or 
where  the  Court  directs  an  issue  to  try  the  bankruptcy, 
where,  if  the  bankruptcy  were  not  proved,  it  might  be 
made  a  ground  for  a  petition  for  a  supersedeas.''  The  case 
of  Wright  v.  Lainson  went  off  upon  another  groxmd,  and 
on  this  point  Lord  Abinger  merely  says,  that,  ''  as  at  pre- 
sent advised,"  the  Court  were  with  the  defendant's  coimsel. 

Lord  Denman,  C.  J. — ^I  think  that  in  this  case  the  pe- 
titioning creditor  is  not  a  competent  witness. 

Mr.  Edward  Pontifex  was  not  examined,  and  other  evi- 
dence was  given  of  the  petitioning  creditor's  debt. 

(a)  2  M.  &  W.   39. 


Graham. 
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1841.  ^  *^^  P^  of  the  plaintiff,  it  was  proposed  to  put  in 

'"^■>^'— ^      the  examination  of  Mr.  Frederick  Fraser  Camithers,  taken 

Cakruthers 

V.  before  Sir  Fortunatus  Dwarris,  one  of  the  Masters  of  the 

Court,  pursuant  to  a  rule  of  Court  of  the  5th  of  June, 
1841  (a). 

To  let  in  this  evidence,  Mr.  Edward  Paterson  was  called; 
he  said,  "  I  saw  Mr.  F.  F.  Carruthers  on  board  the  ship 
Diomede,  which  was  boiind  for  Montreal.  I  left  him  on 
board  that  ship  at  three  o'clock  yesterday  afternoon ;  he 
had  his  luggage  on  board.  I  saw  the  ship  as  late  as  seven 
yesterday  evening,  at  between  half  and  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  below  Gravesend.  The  vessel  was  waiting  for  the 
captain.*' 

Lord  Denman,  C.  J. — I  think  that  this  is  not  sufficient. 
Evidence  should  be  given  to  satisfy  me  that  this  witness  is 
not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Court  at  the  time  of  the 
present  trial  (i). 

The  evidence  was  rejected. 

Verdict  for  the  defendants. 

Piatt  and  HogginSy  for  the  plaintiff. 

Kelly y  Montagu  ChamberSy  and  Butty  for  the  defendants. 

[  Attornies —  W,  Paterson^  and  Bartlett  ^  Beddome.'] 


In  the  ensuing  term,  Piatt  applied  for  a  new  trial,  but 
the  Court  refused  a  rule. 

(a)  For  the  discussion  on  that  consent  of  the  party  against  whom 

rule,  see  10  Law  Joum.  N.  S.,  Q.  B.  the  same  may  be  offered,  unless  it 

364.  shall  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of 

(6)  By  the  stat.  1  Will.  4,  c.  22,  the  judge  that  the  examinant  or 

s.  10,  it  is  enacted,  '^That  no  exa-  deponent  is  beyond  the  jurisdiction 

mination  or  deposition  to  be  taken  of  the  Court,  or  dead,  or  miable  from 

by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be  read  permanent  sickness  or  other  pcr- 

in  evidence  at  any  trial  without  the  mancnt    infirmity    to    attend   the 
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trial;  in  all  or  any  of  which  cases  be  received  and  read  in  evidence,  \Q4\ 

the  examinations  and  depositions  saving  all  just  exceptions."    See       v—..,^-.^^ 

certified  under    the   hand   of  the  the  cases  of  A'ay,  Bart,  v.  Brook-    Carruthlks 

commissioners,   master,  prothono-  man,  3  C.  &  P.  555 ;  Wyatt  v.  Bate-        r  w 

taiy,   or  other  person  taking  the  man,  7  C.  &  P.  586  ;  and  Doe  d. 

same,  shall  and  may,  without  proof  Beard  v.  PoweU,  7  C.  &  P.  617. 
of  the  signature  to  such  certificate, 


DowELL  V.  Beningfield. 

Malicious  PEOSECUTION.— The  first  count  of  the  Where  a  land. 
declaration^  which  was  in  the  usual  form,  charged  the  de-  ^'tenee^a  ^ 
fendant  with  having  maliciously  prosecuted  the  plaintiff  on  'f*^^*. . 
a  charge  of  felony,  imder  the  stat.  7  &  8  Geo.  4,  c.  29,  s.  45,  tenant,  under 
in  stealing  fixtures  let  to  him.      The  second  count  alleged  c.  71,  s.  38, 
that  the  plaintiff  occupied  certain  premises  as  tenant  to  the  Court  ActT with 
defendant,  and  carried  on  therein  the  business  of  a  smith  having  three 

monthe  before 

and  machinist;  that  more  than  a  month  before  the  making  wilfully  damaged 

Ills  OTfiinifl^s '^^^ 

of  the  charge  the  plaintiff  had  removed  certain  sheds  by  the  jfj^^  that  the 
leaTC  and  license  of  the  defendant ;  and  that,  whilst  the  "a?i»trate  had 

'  '  no  jurisdiction, 

plaintiff  occupied  the  premises  as  tenant,  and  more  than  a  >nd  ^hat  the 

charge  should 

month  after  the  sheds  were  removed,  the  defendant  malici-  have  been  made 
ously,  and  without  reasonable  or  probable  cause,  charged  month/"^ 
the  plaintiff  with  having  wilfully  damaged  the  premises  by  ^°  an  action 
pulling  down  the  sheds,  and  upon  such  charge  caused  and  against  his  land- 

TT»T»'i  -r»  •  n  •^^  -i    ^^fd  for  a  mali- 

procured  r.  Bingham,  JCiSq.,  a  magistrate,  wrongfully  and  clous  charge  of 
illegally  to  adjudge  the  plaintiff  to  pay  a  sum  of  money,  [he'stat^ylfe^s 

which  he  having  refused  to  pay,  the  defendant  caused  and  ^^^  *»  ^-  ^^\ 

°  ,  ^  "^ '  .    8. 45,  for  steal- 

procured  the  magistrate  wrongfully  and  illegally  to  commit  ing  fixtures  let 

the  plaintiff  to  the  House  of  Correction,  where  he  remained  necessary  to 
until  he  was  afterwards  discharged  by  the  Queen^s  war-  f*j^*"nder  ^^ 
rant  (a).     The  defendant  pleaded  not  euilty,  and  other  the 75th  section 

^   ^  .  .       ^  fy        J>  of  the  stat.  7& 

pleas  on  which  no  question  arose.  8  Geo.  4,  c.  29, 

(the  Larceny  Consolidation  Act). 
Qu^fret  Whether  an  action  for  a  malicious  prosecution  can  be  maintained  where  the  party 
charged  has  been  illegally  convicted  by  a  magistrate  who  had  no  jurisdiction  to  entertain  the 
charge  ? 

(a)  As  the  form  of  the  second      joined  it. 

count  of  the   declaration  may  he  Second  Count That  the  plain* 

lucful   in   practice   we  have   sub-      tiff^  before  and  at  the  lime  of  the 
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It  appeared  that  the  defendant  had  let  to  the  plain- 
tiff certain  premises^  situate  in  Booth-street ;  and  that^  the 


committing  of  the  grievance  here- 
inafter next  mentioned,  occupied  a 
certain  house  and  premises  situate 
and  being  in  Booth-street,  in  the 
parish    of    Christchurch,    in    the 
county  of   Middlesex,  as   tenant 
thereof,  and  then  exercised   and 
carried  on  therein  the  trade  and 
business  of  a  smith  and  machinist ; 
and  the  plaintiff  whilst  he  so  occu- 
pied the  said  house  and  premises  as 
aforesaid,  and  more  than  one  calen- 
dar month  next  before  the  making 
of  the  charge  hereinafter  mentioned, 
had,  by  and  with  the  leave  and 
license  of  the  defendant  to  him  the 
plaintiff  for  that  purpose  granted, 
pulled   down    and    removed    two 
sheds,  the  same  being  incommo- 
dious and  inconvenient  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  plaintiff's  said  trade 
and  business;   yet  the  defendant 
well  knowing  the  premises,  but  fur- 
ther contriving  and  maliciously  in- 
tending to  injure  the  plaintiff  in  his 
said  good  name,  fame  and  credit, 
and  to  bring  him  into  public  scan- 
dal, infamy  and  disgrace,  and  to 
cause  the  plaintiff  to  imdergo  the 
pains  and  penalties  by  the  laws  of 
this  country  made  and  provided 
against  tenants  who  should  wilfully 
or    maHciously  damage   the  pre- 
mises which   they  might  occupy, 
and  to  impoverish,   oppress,   and 
wholly  ruin  him  the  plaintiff;  and 
heretofore,   and  whilst   the  plain- 
tiff occupied  the  said  premises  as 
tenant  thereof,  and  more  than  one 
calendar  month  next  after  the  said 
sheds  were  so  pulled  down  and  re- 
moved as  aforesaid,  to  wit,  on  the 
said  6th  day  of  November,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1840,  aforesaid. 


under  colour  and  pretence  of  a  just 
and  lawful  complaint,  wrongfully, 
falsely,  maliciously  and  unjustly, 
and  without  any  reasonable  or  pro- 
bable cause  whatsoever,  and  after 
such  leave  and  license  had  been  so 
granted  by  the  defendant  to  him 
the  plaintiff,   as  aforesaid,   caused 
and  procured  the  plaintiff  to  be 
arrested  by  his  body,  and  held  and 
detained  in  custody  before  the  said 
Peregrine  Bingham,  Esq.,  so  being 
such  police  magistrate,  and  so  then 
sitting  as  aforesaid ;  and  then  before 
the  said  Peregrine  Bingham,  Esq., 
under  the  said  colour  and  pretence, 
and  after  such  leave  and  license 
had  been  so  granted  as  aforesaid, 
and  well  knowing  that  the   said 
sheds  had  been  removed  more  than 
one  calendar  month  next  before, 
then  falsely  and  maliciously,  and 
without  any  reasonable  or  probable 
cause    whatsoever,    charged     the 
plaintiff,  for  that  he  the  plaintiff, 
being,  on  the  4th  day  of  August, 
in  the  year  aforesaid,  and  then  still 
the  occupier  of  the  said  house  and 
premises  as  tenant  thereof,  did,  on 
the  4th  day  of  August  in  the  year 
aforesaid,  wilfully  damage  the  said 
premises  by  then  and  there  break- 
ing and  pulling  down  the  said  two 
sheds ;  and  upon  such  charge  the 
defendant  wrongfully,  falsely  and 
maliciously,  and  without  any  rea- 
sonable cause  whatsoever,  and  after 
such  leave  and  license  had  been  so 
granted  as  aforesaid,  caused  and 
procured  the  said  Peregrine  Bing- 
ham, Esq.,   so  being  such  police 
magistrate  as  aforesaid,  wrongfully 
and  illegally  to  adjudge  the  plain- 
tiff to  forfeit  and  pay  a  large  sum 
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rent  being  in  arrear^  the  defendant^  on  the  14th  of  Octo- 
ber,  1840^  came  upon  the  premises  with  a  broker^  for  the 


of  money,  to  wit,  the  sum  of  £15. 
And  the  plaintiff  further  saith,  that 
he  the  plaintiff  having  refused  to 
pay  the  said  sum  of  £15,  the  de- 
fendant, then,  to  wit,  on  the  day 
and  year  last  aforesaid,  wrongfully, 
falsely,  and  maliciously,  and  with- 
out any  reasonable  or  probable 
cause  whatsoever,  and  after  such 
leave  and  license  had  been  so 
granted  as  aforesaid,  caused  and 
procured  Peregrine  Bingham,  Esq., 
so  being  such  magistrate  as  afore- 
said, wrongfully  and  illegally  to 
order  and  adjudge  the  plaintiff  to 
be  committed  to  the  House  of  Cor- 
rection in  Clerkenwell,  in  the  county 
of  Middlesex,  there  to  remain  for 
the  space  of  three  calendar  months, 
unless  the  said  sum  should  be  sooner 
paid.  And  the  plaintiff  further  saith, 
that  such  proceedings  were  there- 
upon had,  that  afterwards,  to  wit, 
on  the  said  6th  day  of  November, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1840,  afore- 
said, by  a  certain  warrant  under  the 
hand  and  seal  of  the  said  Peregrine 
Bingham,  Esq.,  he  the  plaintiff  was, 
in  pursuance  of  such  last  mention- 
ed wrongful  and  illegal  order  and 
adjudication,  committed  to  the  ciis^ 
tody  of  the  Governor  of  the  said 
House  of  Correction,  and  remained 
and  continued  in  his  custody  there 
from  thence  continually,  until  after- 
wards, to  wit,  on  the  18th  of  De- 
cember in  the  year  aforesaid,  when, 
by  a  certain  other  warrant  under 
the  hand  and  seal  of  our  Lady  the 
Queen,  directed  to  the  said  Gover- 
nor of  the  said  House  of  Correction, 
and  bearing  date  the  day  and  year 
last  aforesaid,  whereby,  after  re- 
citing (amongst  other  things)  that 


the  plaintiff  stood  committed  to  the 
said  House  of  Correction  for  the 
said  county  for  three  months,  in 
default  of  paying  the  said  fine  of 
£15,  our  said  Lady  the  Queen 
thereby  willed,  and  her  pleasure 
was,  that  the  said  Governor  should 
cause  the  plaintiff  to  be  forthwith 
discharged  out  of  custody,  and  he 
the  plaintiff  was  then,  to  wit,  on  the 
24th  of  December  in  the  year  last 
aforesaid,  accordingly  discharged 
out  of  the  custody  of  the  said  Go- 
vernor; and  the  said  last-mentioned 
complaint  and  prosecution  then  be- 
came and  was  and  is  wholly  ended 
and  determined.  By  means  of 
which  said  several  premises  the 
plaintiff  hath  been  and  is  greatly  in- 
jured in  his  credit  and  reputation, 
and  brought  into  public  scandal, 
infamy,  and  disgrace  with  and 
amongst  all  his  neighbours,  and 
other  good  and  worthy  subjects  of 
this  realm,  inasmuch  as  divers  of 
those  neighbours  and  subjects  to 
whom  his  innocence  in  the  pre- 
mises was  unknown,  have,  on  oc- 
casion of  the  premises,  suspected 
and  believed,  and  still  do  suspect 
and  beh'eve,  that  the  plaintiff  hath 
been  and  is  guilty  of  the  offence  and 
offences  hereinbefore  mentioned ; 
and  also  he  the  plaintiff  hath,  by 
means  of  the  premises,  suffered  great 
anxiety  and  pain  of  body  and  mind, 
and  hath  been  forced  and  obliged 
to  pay,  lay  out,  and  expend,  and 
hath  laid  out  and  expended  divers 
large  sums  of  money,  and  hath  in- 
curred great  costs  and  expenses, 
and  become  liable  to  divers  other 
large  sums  of  money,  in  the  whole 
amounting  to  a  large  sum  of  money, 
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purpose  of  levying  a  distress ;  and  that  the  defendant  and 
the  broker  pulled  down  a  punching-engine  used  by  the 
plaintiff  in  his  trade^  and  seized  and  removed  fixtures^ 
and  committed  other  irregularities.  The  plaintiff  told  the 
defendant  that  he  should  bring  an  action  against  him^ 
upon  which  the  defendant  replied^  that  if  the  plaintiff 
entered  an  action  against  him  he  would  charge  him  with 
felony.  It  further  appeared^  that,  between  two  and  three 
o^clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  of  November  following, 
the  defendant  was  served  with  a  declaration  in  an  action 
of  trespass  at  the  suit  of  the  plaintiff,  and  on  the  evening 
of  the  same  day  the  defendant  gave  the  plaintiff  into  the 
custody  of  a  policeman  upon  a  charge  of  feloniously  steal- 
ing a  quantity  of  building  materials ;  and  that  the  plaintiff 
was  taken  to  a  police  station-house,  where  he  remained  all 
night,  and  on  the  following  morning  he  was  brought  before 
P.  Bingham,  Esq.,  at  Worship-street  Police  Court,  where 
the  defendant  attended  and  renewed  his  charge  against  the 
plaintiff  of  stealin[>  the  building  materials.  It  further 
appeared,  that  the  materials  alluded  to  were  those  which 
formed  some  sheds  removed  by  the  plaintiff  about  three 
months  before,  and  which,  as  he  contended,  were  taken 
down  with  the  permission  of  the  defendant.  The  magistrate, 
after  hearing  the  evidence  and  referring  to  the  stat.  7  &  8 
Geo.  4,  c.  29,  s.  45,  (the  Larceny  Consolidation  Act),  was  of 
opinion  that  the  charge  of  felony,  in  removing  fixtures  let 
to  a  tenant,  could  not  be  sustained;  and  the  defend- 
ant then  charged  the  plaintiff,  under  the  Police  Court  Act, 


to  wit,  the  sum  of  £200,  in  and 
about  the  defending  himself  in  the 
premises,  and  in  and  about  the 
procuring  his  discharge  from  the 
said  imprisonment,  and  also  by 
reason  of  the  premises  been  hin- 
dered and  prevented  from  exercis- 
ing and  carrying  on  his  said  trade 
and  business,  and  from  following 
and  transacting  his  lawful  and  ne- 


cessary affairs,  for  a  long  space  of 
time,  to  wit,  for  the  space  of  ten 
weeks,  and  tliereby  lost  and  been 
deprived  of  divers  great  gains  and 
profits,  which  he  might,  and  other- 
wise would,  have  obtained  and  ac- 
quired ;  and  also  by  means  of  the 
premises  the  plaintiff  hath  been 
and  is  otherwise  greatly  injured  and 
damnified. 


DOWELL 
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2  &  3  Vict.  c.  71,  8. 88,  with  having  wilfully  damaged  the         1941, 
premises  by  removing  the  sheds.    Upon  this  charge  the 
magistrate  convicted  the  defendant,  and  he  was  commit-  v. 

ted  to  the  House  of  Correction,  where  he  remained  for 
more  than  a  week,  when,  upon  a  representation  of  the  facts 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  the 
plaintiff  was  discharged  by  a  warrant  under  her  Majesty's 
royal  sign  manual. 

TTtesigeTy  for  the  defendant. — I  submit  that  the  plaintiff 
must  be  nonsuited — First,  with  respect  to  the  charge  of 
felony:  it  appears  that  the  charge  was  made  by  a  landlord 
against  his  tenant,  under  the'  45th  section  of  the  7  &  8 
Geo.  4,  c.  29,  and  as  the  taking  of  these  building  materials 
would  not  have  been  an  offence  at  common  law,  but  de- 
pends entirely  upon  the  provisions  of  that  statute,  the 
defendant  was  entitled  to  notice  of  action,  under  the  75th 
section  of  the  act.  Secondly,  it  appears,  on  the  face  of 
the  second  count,  that  the  plaintiff  was  actually  convicted 
by  the  magistrate  of  having  committed  wilful  damage  to 
the  premises ;  and  having  been  convicted  he  cannot  main- 
tain any  action  upon  that  charge. 

Plati,  for  the  plaintiff.— The  45th  section  of  the  7  &  8 
Geo.  4,  c.  29,  only  applies  to  persons  acting  in  the  execution 
of  that  act,  and  requires  notice  only  where  the  action  is 
commenced  for  any  thing  done  in  pursuance  thereof.  Here 
the  ground  of  complaint  is,  not  that  the  defendant  acted 
under  the  provisions  of  that  act,  but  that  he  maliciously 
made  a  charge  without  any  foundation  for  it. 

Lord  Denhan^  C.  J. — I  do  not  think  a  notice  of  action 
was  necessary  (a). 

Piatt, — ^With  jiBspect  to  the  other  objection,  it  appears 
by  the  second  count  of  the  declaration,  that  the  magistrate 

(a)  See  the  cases  of  Brooker  v.  Field,  9  C.  &  P.  651,  and  Home  v. 
Grimbley  post,  p.  17. 
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acted  without  jurisdiction,  and  that  the  conviction  was 
illegal;  and  there  is  no  authority  to  shew  that  in  such  case 
an  action  may  not  be  maintained  (a).  The  38th  section  of 
the  statute  2  &  8  Vict.  c.  71,  enacts,  ^'  That  every  person 
who  ehaU  occupy,  or  shall  have  occupied,  any  house  or 
lodging  within  the  metropolitan  police  district,  as  tenant 
thereof,  and  who  shall  wilfully  or  maliciously  do  any  da- 
mage to  the  premises,  or  to  any  furniture  thereof,  not^be- 
ing  the  property  of  such  tenant  or  occupier,  shall,  upon 
complaint  made  to  one  of  the  said  magistrates  within  one 
calendar  month  next  after  the  commission  of  the  offence, 
or  the  end  of  the  tenancy  or  occupation,  forfeit  and  pay 
such  sum  of  money  as  shall  appear  to  the  magistrate 
to  be  a  reasonable  compensation  for  the  damage  done, 
not  more  than  the  sum  of  fifteen  pounds,  to  be  paid 
to  the  landlord  or  party  aggrieved.'^  That  section  must 
be  construed  reddendo  singula  singulis;  and  where  the 
tenant  is  in  actual  occupation  of  the  premises,  the 
charge  must  be  made  within  one  month  from  the  com- 
mission of  the  offence :  the  other  alternative  only  applies 
to  cases  where  the  tenancy  is  determined.    In  the  present 


(a)  In  the  case  of  GosUn  v.  WU^ 
cock,  2  Wils.  302,  it  was  held,  that 
an  action  on  the  case  would  lie  for 
maliciously  suing  the  plaintiff  in  an 
Inferior  court,  and  maliciously  ar- 
resting him  in  that  suit  when  the 
Court  had  no  jurisdiction  of  the 
cause.  In  that  case  it  appeared 
that  the  plaintiff  and  defendant 
both  lived  at  Taunton,  and  that  the 
plaintiff  owed  the  defendant  about 
£5,  and  that  the  defendant  caused 
the  plaintiff  to  be  arrested  for  this 
sum  at  Bridge  water,  on  process  from 
the  Bridgewater  Court  of  Record. 
It  was  admitted  that  the  defendant 
discontinued  his  suit  in  the  Bridge- 
waterCourt  as  soon  as  he  discovered 
that  his  action  would  not  lie  there, 


and  that  he  had  brought  another 
action  for  his  debt,  in  which  he  re- 
covered at  the  assizes.  Evidence 
of  malice  was  given,  and  the  plain- 
tiff had  a  verdict,  with  which  Mr. 
Justice  ^«/on  (who  tried  the  cause), 
was  satisfied;  and  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  would^not  grant  a  new 
trial;  and  Lord  Camden  said, 
"  Malice,  and  that  it  was  without 
any  probable  cause,  must  be  alleged 
and  proved.  Upon  more  mature 
consideration  we  are  all  now  of 
opinion,  that  if  you  hold  a  man  to 
bail  in  an  inferior  court,  when  you 
know  it  hath  not  jurisdiction,  and 
with  malice,  an  action  upon  the  case 
will  he." 
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instance  the  tenancy  stiU  exists^  and  the  charge  was  made         1941, 
three  months  after  the  aDeged  damage  was  done,  so  that  ^ 

°  ^^  '  DOWELL 

the  magistrate  was  wholly  without  jurisdiction.  v, 

BBNIMOriELD. 

The^er,  in  reply^  contended^  that  the  landlord  had 
until  a  month  after  the  tenancy  expired  to  prefer  his 
chai^. 

Lord  Denman^  C.  J.^  (in  summing  up). — ^I  am  of  opin- 
ion that  the  magistrate  had  no  jurisdiction  under  the 
2  &  3  Vict.  c.  74^  s.  38.  Where  there  is  an  existing  tenan- 
cy^ and  the  landlord  knows  of  the  damage  being  done^  he 
should  prefer  his  charge  within  one  month.  It  never 
could  have  been  intended  by  the  legislature^  that  a  land- 
lord, knowing  of  damage  done  to  his  premises,  should  be 
at  liberty  to  make  his  charge  at  any  time  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  a  long  lease,  and  until  one  month  afterwards. 
Here  the  tenancy  stiU  continues,  and  the  defendant  charges 
the  plaintifiF  with  having  done  the  damage  three  months 
before.  It  seems  to  me,  that  this  is  not  a  case  within  the 
statute,  and  that  the  magistrate  acted  without  jurisdiction. 

Verdict  for  plaintiff  on  first  coimt,  damages  40s. ; 
for  defendant  on  the  second  coimt. 

Piatt,  ByUSy  and  Hurlstone,  for  plaintiff. 

Tliesigery  Ball,  and  Bramwell,  for  defendant. 

[Attomies — «/.  B,  Wathen,  and  T,  R,  Thompson,'} 
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First  Sitting  at  Westminster  in  Michaelmas  Term,  1841, 


BEFORE    MR.  JUSTICE    PATTESON. 


Nov,  4. 

A  paper  was  in 
the  following 
form,  "  I,  R.  J. 
M.,  owe  Mrs. 
E.  the  sum 
of  £6.,  which 
is  to  be  paid 
by  instal- 
ments, for  renL 
(Signed)  R.  J. 
M. :"— £reW, 
not  to  be  a  pro- 
missory note,  as 
no  time  was  sti- 
pulated for  the 
payment  of  the 
instalments. 


Moffat  v.  Edwards  and  Another. 

V^'ASE. — The  first  count  of  the  declaration  stated  that 
the  plaintiff  was  indebted  to  the  defendant^  Mrs.  Edwards, 
in  the  sum  of  £4,  for  rent,  and  that  the  defendants  dis- 
trained for  more  rent  than  was  due.  Second  count  for  an 
excessive  distress. — Plea,  not  guilty,  ''  by  statute.^' 

On  the  part  of  the  defendant,  a  paper  in  the  hand- writing 
of  the  plaintiff  was  offered  in  evidence.  It  was  not  stamped. 
It  was  as  follows : — 

"  I,  R.  J.  Moffat,  owe  Mrs.  Edwards  the  sum  of  £6, 
which  is  to  be  paid  by  instalments,  for  rent. 

R.  J.  Moffat.'' 

Piatt,  for  the  plaintiff,  objected  that  this  was  a  promis- 
sory note,  and  that  it  could  not  be  given  in  evidence,  as  it 
did  not  bear  a  promissory  note  stamp.  He  cited  the  case 
of  Ellis  V.  Mason  {a). 


(a)  7  Dowl.  P.  C.  598.  In  that 
case  a  paper,  in  the  following  fonn, 
was  offered  in  evidence  : — 

'*  John  Mason,  14th  Feb.  1836, 
borrowed  of  Mary  Ann  Mason,  his 
sister,  the  sum  of  £14,  in  cash,  as 
per  loan,  in  promise  of  payment  of 
which  I  am  truly  thankful  for ;  it 
shall  never  be  foi^otten  by  me, 
John  Mason,  your  affectionate  bro- 
ther.   £14." 

Mr.  Justice  Williams  held,  that 
this  was  a  promissory  note,  and  that 
it  could  not  be  received  in  evidence 
as  it  was  not  stamped  as  such. 


In  the  case  of  Brooks  v.  Eikins, 
2  M.  &  W.  74,  it  was  held  by  the 
Court  of  Exchequer,  that  no  parti- 
cular form  of  words  is  necessary  to 
constitute  a  promissory  note,  and 
that  a  paper  in  the  following  form, 
**  11th  October,  1831. 

"  I.  O.  U.  £20,  to  be  paid  on 
the  22nd  instant, 

"  W.  Brooks,'* 
requires  a  stamp,  either  as  a  pro- 
missory note,  or  as  an  agreement 
for  the  payment  of  money  above 
the  value  of  £10. 

In  the  case  of  Wheatl^y  v.  WU- 
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ir 


Patteson,  J. — It  is  not  a  promisaory  note,  for  although 
it  states  the  money  to  be  payable  by  instalments,  it  does 
not  specify  any  particular  time  of  payment. 

The  paper  was  read  in  evidence. 

Verdict  for  the  defendants. 

Plait  and  E.  James,  for  the  plaintiff. 
Keliy  and  Petersdorff,  for  the  defendants. 

[Attomies— /^.  Ashley^  and  RiptnghamJ] 


Gams,  1  M.  &  W.  533,  a  paper  in 
the  following  form  was  held  to  he 
a  promissory  note : 

*'  Gentlemen — I  have  received 
the  imperfect  hook,  which,  together 
with  the  cash  overpaid  on  the  set- 
tlement of  your  account,  amounts 
to  80/.  7#.  Od,,  which  sum  I  will 


pay  you  within  two  years  from  this 
date.  I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  ohe- 
dient  servant, 

"Theo.  Williams." 

"  To  Meurt,  Stewart,  WheatUy, 
and  Adlard,  PiccadiUy,** 

Dec,  18,  1827." 


1841. 


Moffat 

V. 

Edwards. 


« 


Sittings  at  fVesiminsier  after  Michaelmas  Term,  1841. 


BEFORE    LORD    DENMAN,    C.  J. 


F 


Home  v.  Grimble  and  Huggins. 

Nov.  29. 
ALSE  imprisonment. — Plea^  not  guilty  ''  by  statutes.'*    A.  had  com- 

It  was  opened  by  Thesiger,  for  the  plaintiff,  that  the  b.  &  Co.,  who 
plaintifiP  having  discovered  a  process  for  the  rectification  and  ]^method  of"' 
purification  of  grain  spirit,  which  imparted  to  it  the  re-  rectifying 

spirits,  and 
they  were 
to  pay  him  an  annuity,  and  6d.  a  gallon  on  all  spirits  rectified  by  his  method,  and  to  keep 
an  account.  A.  having  a  sum  due  to  him,  B.  &  Co.  offered  to  pay  it  at  their  solicitor's 
office,  and  to  produce  the  account  there.  A.  sent  B.  &  Co.  a  letter,  stating  that  he  should  come 
to  the  distillery  for  a  sight  of  the  account,  and  for  payment ;  to  which  G.,  one  of  the  firm  of 
B.  ft  Co.,  replied  by  letter,  stating,  that  if  A.  came  to  the  distillery  and  either  rang  or  knocked, 
be  would  be  punished,  &c.  A.  went  to  the  distillery  (which  was  within  the  Metropolitan  Police 
district),  and  gently  rang  the  gate  bell,  when  H.,  who  was  the  cashier  of  the  firm,  gave  A.  into 
tbc  custody  of  a  policeman  on  a  charge  of  having  rung  the  bell,  contrary  to  the  54th  section  of 
the  Police  Act,  2  &  3  Vict.  c.  47. 

Meid,  in  an  action  for  &Ise  imprisonment  by  A.  against  G.  and  H.,  that  this  was  not  a  case 
within  that  act,  and  that  G.  and  H.  were  not  justified  under  that  act,  and  that  they  were  not 
entitled  to  notice  of  action. 


VOL.  I. 


N.  P. 
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semblance  of  French  or  Cognac  brandy^  the  plaintiff  had 
communicated  his  process  to  Sir  F.  Booth  &  Co.,  who,  by 
sealed  articles  of  agreement,  dated  in  the  month  of  July, 
1835,  agreed  to   pay  him  an   annuity  of  i6150  a  year, 
and  6rf.  a  gallon  on  all  spirits  to  which  this  method  was 
applied;   and  it  was  agreed,   that  Sir  F.   Booth  &  Co. 
should  keep  an  account  of  all  spirits  sent  out  by  them,  to 
which  the  plaintiff's  process  should  be  applied,  and  that 
the  book  containing  this  account  should  be  open  to  the 
inspection  of  the  plaintiff.    By  a  subsequent  agreement 
entered  into  in  the  month  of  August,  1836,  the  annuity 
was  raised  to  £300  a-year,  and  down  to  the  year  1838, 
the  plaintiff  was  allowed  to  inspect  the  book  at  the  distil- 
lery in  Albany  Street ;  but  in  consequence  of  some  differ- 
ences which  had  occurred,  the  firm  of  Sir  F.  Booth  &  Co. 
wished  the  plaintiff  to  see  the  book  at  the  office  of  their 
solicitor.     To  this  the  plaintiff  would  not  accede,  and  he 
wrote  to  inform  Sir  F.  Booth  &  Co.  that  he  should  come 
to  the  distillery  to  see  the  book ;  however,  before  he  did 
so,  he  received  a  letter  signed  by  the  firm,  but  in  the 
handwriting  of  the  defendant  Mr.  Grimble,  who  was  one  of 
the  partners,  that  if  he  came,  and  either  rang  the  bell  or 
knocked  at  the  door,  he  would  be  punished.     It  would  be 
proved,  that  the  plaintiff  went  to  the  distillery  of  Sir  F. 
Booth  &  Co.,  and  rang  the  gate  bell,  when  he  was  given 
into  the  custody  of  a  policeman  by  the  defendant,  Mr.  Hug- 
gins,  (who  was  the  cashier  of  Sir  F.  Booth  &  Co.,)  on  a  charge 
of  having  created  a  disturbance  by  ringing  the  bell,  con- 
trary to  the  54th  section  of  the  Police  Act,  2  &  3  Vict.  c. 
47  (a) ;  and  the  plaintiff  was  taken  by  the  policeman  before 


(a)  By  which  it  is  enacted, 
"  That  every  person  shall  he  liable 
to  a  penalty,  not  more  tlian  40s., 
whoj  within  the  limits  of  the  Metro- 
politan Police  district,  shall  in  any 
thoroughfare  or  pubUc  place  com- 
mit any  of  the  following  offences :" 
one  of  which  is,  "  IC.  Every  per- 


son who  shall  wilfully  and  wan- 
tonly disturb  any  inhabitant  by 
pulling  or  ringing  any  door  bell,  or 
knocking  at  any  door  without  law- 
ful excuse,  or  who  shall  wilfully 
and  unlawfully  extinguish  the  light 
of  any  lamp." 
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Mr.  Hardwicke^  the  Bitting  magistrate  at  the  Maryleboue        ig4i. 
Police  Court,  who  dismissed  the  case. 

On  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  Mr.  William  Jacobs  was 
called :— he  said,  "  On  the  22nd  of  April,  1841,  I  went 
with  the  plaintiff  to  the  distillery  of  Sir  Felix  Booth  &  Co., 
in  Albany  Street ;  the  plaintiff  walked  gently  to  the  gate 
bell  and  pulled  it  once,  a  little  boy  came  and  went  into  the 
counting-house;  the  defendant  Huggins,  who  is  one  of  the 
derka,  came  out  and  told  the  plaintiff  to  go  away  directly# 
<Mr  he  should  call  a  policeman ;  the  plaintiff  said  he  came 
for  payment  of  the  quarterly  account  and  inspection  of  the 
bodu ;  the  defendant  Huggins  went  across  to  a  policeman 
whom  I  had  before  observed,  and  said,  '  I  give  this  per- 
son in  charge — Policeman,  do  your  duty/  The  policeman 
said,  ^  I  have  seen  no  disturbance.'  Mr.  Huggins  replied, 
'  Do  your  duty,  or  I  will  report  you.'  We  went  to  the 
station-house,  and  the  policeman  with  us ;  Mr.  Huggins 
came  there;  the  inspector,  after  hearing  all  that  Mr.  Hug- 
gins had  to  say,  said,  '  that  he  thought  it  did  not  amount 
to  a  charge ;'  Mr.  Huggins  pressed  the  charge,  and  it  was 
taken  down ;  Mr.  Huggins  said,  that  he  wished  the  annoy- 
ance to  be  put  a  stop  to,  and  to  have  it  settled  before  a 
magistrate." 

The  charge  sheet  was  put  in,  and  the  charge  contained 
in  it  was  as  follows : — "  Creating  a  disturbance  at  Sir  F. 
Booth's  distillery,  in  Upper  Albany  Street,  and  ringing 
the  bell." 

The  deposition  of  Mr.  Huggins  before  Mr.  Hardwicke, 
the  magistrate,  before  whom  the  charge  was  heard  and 
dismissed,  was  also  put  in.  In  his  deposition  Mr.  Hug- 
gins stated,  inter  alia,  that  he  knew  the  plaintiff,  and  that 
the  plaintiff  had  claims  on  the  firm. 

On  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  the  following  letter  was  put 
in: — 

"  Albany  Street,  I7th  April,  1841. 

"We  beg  to  inform  you  that  the  sent-out  book  will 
be  at  Messrs.  Tilson  &  Co.'s,  29,  Coleman  Street,  City, 

c2 
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1841.  onTuesday  moniing  next^  the  20tli  instant^  when^  on  your 
^ying  these  gentlemen  a  receipt  for  the  amount  due  to 
you  to  the  19th  instant^  our  draft  will  be  handed  to  you. 

"  We  are,  &c., 

"  To  David  Home,  Esq."  "  ^"^"^  ^°°^=  *  ^'' 

To  this  letter  the  plaintiff  sent  a  reply,  dated  the  19th 
of  April,  1841,  asking  for  a  particular  account  of  the  spi- 
rits sent  out,  and  adding,  ^'  I  do  not  give  up  my  right  to 
see  the  books  at  the  works,  and  to  make  extracts  there- 
from, under  the  sanction  of  the  deed/'  To  this  letter  Sir 
F.  Booth  &  Co.  replied  by  a  letter  of  the  same  date,  stating 
that  a  sum  of  261/.  10«.  was  due  to  the  plaintiff,  and  that 
their  draft  for  that  amount  was  left  with  Messrs.  Tilson. 
Two  letters  from  the  plaintiff  to  Sir  F.  Booth  &  Co.,  of  the 
20th  of  April,  were  also  put  in.  In  the  first  of  these  letters 
the  plaintiff  asked  for  a  copy  of  the  account,  and  in  the 
other  of  them,  after  stating  that  no  reply  had  reached  him 
in  answer  to  his  former  letter,  and  that  Sir  F.  Booth  &  Co. 
were  bound  to  keep  and  submit  the  book  to  his  use  in 
Albany  Street,  the  plaintiff  went  on  to  say,  "  I  hereby  give 
you  notice  that  I  shall  call  at  Albany  Street,  at  twelve 
o'clock  to-morrow,  the  22nd  instant,  to  exercise  this  right, 
and  renew  my  other  claims,  as  well  as  to  receive  payment 
of  the  monies  due  to  me  for  brandies  for  the  last  quarter's 
sales." 

The  following  answer  to  this  letter  was  put  in.  It  was 
in  the  handwriting  of  the  defendant  Mr.  Grimble,  in 
whose  handwriting  the  other  letters,  signed  "  Felix  Booth 
&  Co.,"  were  admitted  to  be. 

"  Cognac  Brandy  Distillery^  Albany  Street, 

Regent' 8  Park,  2\st  April,  1841. 

"  Sir, — ^We  hereby  give  you  notice,  and  warn  you,  that 

any  application  for  monies,  or  supposed  rights  or  claims,  at 

our  premises  in  Albany  Street,  according  to  your  letter  of 

this  day,  either  by  ringing  the  bells  or  knocking  at  doors 
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for  admission  into  our  works^  will  be  considered  as  a  tres-  xg4|. 
pass^  and  punished  accordingly;  and  we  hereby  further 
warn  you,  that  any  noise^  nuisance^  or  interruption  to  our 
business  will  be  resented  or  resisted  in  such  a  manner  as 
will  deter  you  from  such  an  application  for  the  future. 
We  again  request  that  all  applications  may  be  made  through 
our  solicitor^  as  no  communication  of  any  kind  whatever 
will  be  held  with  you.  „  ^^  ^^^  ^^ 

-  Tb  David  Home,  Esq."  "  ^'="'  ^°°™  *  ^°" 

F.  Pollock,  A.G.,  for  the  defendants. — I  submit^  that,  even 
if  a  creditor,  whose  claim  is  undoubtedly  founded  in  jus* 
tice,  assert  that  claim,  either  by  knocking  at  the  door,  or 
ringing  the  beU,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  disturb  the  debtor 
in  the  peaceable  possession  of  his  house,  he  is  within  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  parliament;  and  the  domiciliary 
visits  of  a  person  like  the  plaintiff,  made  in  the  manner  in 
which  this  was,  are  the  very  sort  of  things  which  this  pro- 
vision in  the  Police  Act  was  meant  to  prevent.  If  the  plaintiff 
had  any  claim  on  the  firm  of  Sir  F.  Booth  &  Co.  for  an  ac« 
count,  his  proper  remedy  was  by  filing  a  bill  in  Chancery 
against  them.  But  whether  that  be  so  or  not  and  even 
assuming  that  the  plaintiff  was  not  liable  under  the  Police 
Act,  the  present  action  cannot  be  maintained  against  the  de- 
fendants, as  they  bon&  fide  considered  themselves  to  be  act- 
ing under  the  provisions  of  that  act,  and  are  entitled  to 
notice  of  action  by  the  41st  section  of  the  stat.  10  Geo.  4, 
c.  44,  which  is,  by  the  79th  section  of  the  stat.  2  &  3  Vict. 
c.  47,  incorporated  with  the  provisions  of  the  latter  sta- 
tute. 

Lord  Denman,  C.  J.,  (in  summing  up). — It  is  my 
opinion  that  the  defendants,  under  this  act  of  Parliament, 
had  no  authority  to  imprison  the  plaintiff.  I  shall  not 
submit  to  you  the  question,  whether  the  defendants  acted 
bonfi  fide,  as  the  question  really  is,  what  damages  the 
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1841.        plaintiff  is  entitled  to ;  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  no  notice 
of  action  was  necessary  (a),  and  that  the  defendants  had  no 
justification  whatever  under  the  Police  Act  for  infringing 
as  they  have  done  the  liberty  of  their  fellow-subject.     It 
is  a  mere  abuse  of  language  to  say^  that  this  act  of  parlia- 
ment has  any  reference  to  a  case  like  the  present.     If  the 
defendants  really  thought  that  the  plaintiff  was  a  trespasser 
in  coming  to  the  distillery^  why  not  bring  an  action  of 
trespass  against  him^  instead  of  askings  as  the  learned 
Attorney-General  has  done^  that  the  plaintiff  should  fil^ 
his  bill  in  equity  against  Sir  Felix  Booth  &  Co.  for  an  ac- 
count. I  do  not  mean  to  say^  that  there  may  not  possibly  be 
cases  where  a  person,  by  his  obstinacy  in  ringing  at  a  bell 
or  knocking  at  a  door,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  enforcing 
a  legal  right,  may  not  expose  himself  to  the  punishment 
which  this  act  of  parliament  has  provided  for  such  offences ; 
but  the  facts  in  the  present  case  are  not  of  a  nature  which 
can,  with  any  regard  to  either  law  or  common  sense,  be 
brought  within  the  operation  of  this  statute.     The  learned 
Attorney-General  has  complained  of  the  domiciliaiy  visits 
of  the  plaintiff  to  the  establishment  of  Sir  Felix  Booth, 
and  has  said  that  this  act  of  parliament  was  passed  for 
their  prevention;  however,  I  must  say,  that  I  think  that, 
if  the  very  great  powers  which  are  undoubtedly  given  to 
the  police  by  this  act  of  parliament  were  extended  to 
cases  like  the  present,  the  result  would  be  domiciliary 
visits  of  another  and  much  more  dangerous  description. 
There  is  another  provision  in  this  very  act  of  parliament, 
by  which  the  police  are  authorized  to  receive  into  their  cus- 
tody any  person  who  has  used  insulting  language  to  another. 
Now,  if  the  plaintiff  had  given  either  of  the  defendants  into 
custody,  because  that  defendant  had  written  a  letter  to 
the  plaintiff,  in  which  he  said  that  he  would  hold  no  per- 
sonal intercourse  with  the  plaintiff,  that  charge  would 

(a)  See  the  case  of  Brooker  v.  Field,  9  C.  &  P.  651,  and  DowtU  v. 
BeningfUldy  ante,  p.  9. 
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kave  been  just  as  mucli  authorized  by  the  act  of  parlia-  1941, 
ment  as  the  charge  which  the  defendant  Mr.  Huggins 
made  against  the  plaintiff;  and  I  think  I  need  not  go  fur- 
ther to  shew  what  would  be  the  consequences  that  would 
result  from  the  construction  sought  to  be  put  on  the  act  of 
parliament  by  the  defendants.  Your  verdict  ought  to  be 
for  the  plaintiff^  with  such  moderate  damages  as  you  think 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  fairly  and  properly  require. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  damages  £20. 

TTiesiger  and  G.  T.  White,  for  the  plaintiff. 

F.  Pollock,  A.  G.,  Crowder,  and  Bovill,  for  the  defendants. 

[Attornies— A/biiA:Aotf«ey  and  Tilson  8fCo,'] 


BEFORE    MR.  JUSTICE    WIGHTMAN, 

(Who  sat  for  the  Lord  Chief  Justice) 


Price,  Bart.,  and  Others,  v.  Seaward  and  Another. 

TDec.  7. 
RESPASS  for  breaking  and   entering  the   plaintiffs'  in  an  action 

close,  and  for  taking  away  tar  and  turpentine.      Pleas,  J^ia'nd'^Uie 
1st,  To  the  whole  declaration,  not  guilty.     And  as  to  the  defendants 

'  '  ^        J  pleaded  not 

breaking  of  the  close ;  2nd,  A  plea  of  a  public  way ;  3rd,  guilty,  and  a 

«       ,  «  .  ,  /•  •     i»  rig^t  of  way. 

A  plea  of  a  private  way,  and  a  user  of  it  for  twenty  years;  The  plaintiffs 

replied  de  in- 
juria to  the 
plea  of  the  right  of  way ;  and  newly  assigned,  that  the  trespasses  were  committed  "  on  other  and 
different  occasions,"  than  that  in  the  second  plea  mentioned.  The  defendants  pleaded  to  the 
new  assignment  a  payment  of  money  into  Court,  and  by  this  plea  relinquished  and  abandoned 
so  much  of  the  general  issue  *'  as  traverses  or  denies,  or  can  be  deemed  or  construed  to  traverse 
or  deny  the  laid  trespagses  newly  assigned ^  or  any  part  thereof."  Replication  to  this  plea, 
accepting  the  sum  paid  into  Court,  **  in  full  satisfaction  and  discharge  of  the  said  several  tres* 
passes  above  newly  assigned.*' 

Heldt  that,  as  the  plea  of  not  guilty  was  not  entirely  withdrawn,  the  plaintiff  had  the  right 
to  begin  ;  and  that,  if  in  a  case  like  this  the  defendant  wished  to  begin,  he  should  take  out  a 
summons,  and,  by  a  judge's  order,  withdraw  the  general  issue  entirely  from  the  record. 
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1841.  ^^^f  ^  P^^^  ^^  ^  private  way  granted  by  a  lost  grant.  As  to 
the  taking  of  the  turpentine  and  tar^  5th^  That  it  was  en- 
cumbering the  defendants'  close^  and  that  they  removed 
it ;  6th^  That  the  plaintiffs  assaulted  the  defendants  and 
their  servants^  and  rolled  the  barrels  containing  the  tur- 
pentine and  tar  against  them^  and  that  the  defendants 
removed  them  in  self-defence;  7th^  The  like^  only  stating 
that  the  trespass  was  committed  in  defence  of  the  defend- 
ants' servants. — Replication^  taking  issue  on  all  the  special 
pleas^  and  new  assigning  separately  upon  each  special 
plea^  that  the  trespasses  were  committed  "  on  other  and 
different  occasions^  and  for  other  and  different  purposes 
than  in  that  plea  mentioned.''  To  the  new  assignments 
the  defendants  pleaded  a  payment  of  £25  into  Courts  and 
that  the  plaintiffs  had  not  sustained  greater  damages ;  and 
this  plea  then  went  on  as  follows : — "  And  the  defendants 
fuUy  relinquish  and  abandon  so -much  of  their  said  first  plea 
by  them  above  pleaded  €ls  traverses  or  denies,  or  can  be  deem- 
ed or  construed  to  traverse  or  deny,  the  said  trespasses 
newly  assigned,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  that  the  plaintiffs 
have  sustained  damage  in  respect  thereof."  Replication  to 
the  plea  to  the  new  assignments,  '^  that  the  plaintiffs  accept 
and  take  out  of  court  the  said  sum  of  £25,  injull  satisfac- 
tion and  discharge  of  the  said  several  trespasses  above  newly 
assigned.  Therefore,  as  to  such  last-mentioned  trespasses, 
the  plaintiffs  are  satisfied,  and  they  pray  judgment  for 
their  costs  and  charges  by  them  sustained  in  this  behalf." 

F.  Pollock,  A.  G.,  for  the  defendants. — I  submit  that  on 
these  pleadings  the  defendants  are  entitled  to  begin.  The 
plaintiffs  having  accepted  the  amount  paid  into  court  on 
the  new  assignments,  there  can  be  no  question  of  damages. 
The  justifications  set  up  by  the  pleas  are  the  only  matters 
in  question. 

Hoggins  on  the  same  side. — ^In  the  case  of  De  Beauvoir 
v«  Rhodes,  in  which  the  pleadings  were  very  similar  to  the 
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present,  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas  de-         ig4i, 
cided^  that  the  defendant  should  begin,  on  the  ground 
that  there  was  nothing  in  question  but  rights,  the  burden 
of  proof  of  which  lay  on  the  defendant. 

Thesiffer  for  the  plaintifiEs. — The  plea  of  the  general  issue 
is  not  wholly  withdrawn.  The  defendants  only  withdraw 
so  much  of  the  plea  of  not  gmlty  as  relates  to  the  tres- 
passes newly  assigned ;  which  trespasses  newly  assigned  are 
aUeged  to  have  been  committed  on  other  and  different  oc- 
casions than  those  mentioned  in  the  special  pleas. 

WiOHTMAN,  J. — I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  plaintiffs  must 
begin.  K  there  had  been  no  new  aasignment  the  plain- 
tiffs  would  clearly  have  begun,  because  of  the  general  issue. 
The  new  assignment  is  for  trespasses  on  other  and  differ- 
ent  occasions  than  those  mentioned  in  the  special  pleas ; 
and  the  defendants,  as  to  those  trespasses  committed  on 
other  and  different  occasions,  withdraw  their  plea  of  the 
general  issue,  but  they  do  not  withdraw  their  plea  of  the 
general  issue  entirely.  It  would  save  a  great  deal  of  dis- 
cussion if  the  defendants,  in  cases  like  the  present,  would 
take  out  a  summons,  and  by  a  Judge^s  order  withdraw  the 
plea  of  the  general  issue  entirely  &om  the  record,  and 
then  there  could  be  no  doubt  as  to  their  right  to  begin  (a). 

Thesiger,  for  the  plaintiffs,  opened  their  case. 

The  cause  was  referred. 
Thesiger,  Knowles,  and  H,  Hill,  for  the  plaintiffs. 
F.  Pollock,  A.  G.,  Jervis,  and  Hoggins,  for  the  defendants. 

[Attomies — Beck,  and  /.  4*  C,  Rogers.'} 

•(a)  In  the  case  of  Pontifex  v.  sues  the  proof  of  which  lay  on  the 

JoU^fOCSi  P.  202,  it  was  held,  that  plaintiff,  would  not  entitle  the  de- 

the  defendant's  counsel  at  the  trial,  fendant  to  begin  on  the  issues  the 

offering  to  admit  that  the  plaintiff  proof  of  which  lay  on  the  defend- 

was  entitled  to  a  verdict  on  the  is-  ant. 
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SUimgs  in  London  after  Michaelmas  Term,  1841. 

BEFORE    LORD    DENMAN^    C.  J. 


^     -,  Billing  v.  Ries. 

Dec,  11.       -_^ 

A.  on  Tuesday,  JJeBT  for  monev  had  and  received,  with  a  count  npon  an 

the  17th  of  No-  "^  .     '      .  ^ 

vember,  uked    RCCOunt  stated. — Plea^  nunquam  indebitatus, 
change  for  a™         ^^  appeared,  that,  on  the  evening  of  Tuesday  the  17th  of 
iSriOj"'  November,  the  plaintiff  asked  the  defendant  to  give  him 

drawn  by  C.  on  cash  for  a  chcck  drawu  by  the  plaintiff's  brother  on  Messrs. 
bankers.'  B.  Wright  the  bankers  of  Henrietta  Street,  Covent  Garden, 
Se  ^'e^k^tiir*  for  10/.  10*.,  and  that  the  defendant  did  so;  and  it  was 
die  following      proved  by  a  witness  named  Lock  that  he  saw  the  defend- 

Saturday,  when    *  '^ 

he  paid  it  to  his  aut,  ou  the  evening  of  Monday,  the  23rd  of  November, 
Monday  the  whcu  the  defendant  said  to  him — '^  Billing  is  in  a  great 
stomled^p^-^*^  passiou ;  I  changed  a  check  for  him  in  the  early  part  of 
ment,  and  the    last  wcck,  and  I  paid  it  into  my  bankers'  last  Saturday 

check  was  not  , 

paid  by  them.  (November  21st) ;  when  he  came  in  this  evening,  I  said, 
oAhat  day"B°^  '  Your  chcck  is  returned,'  and  he  gave  me  £5  and  an  I.  O.  U. 

dJelri^hld'heen  *^  ^^'  ^^^'  ^  ^  *^®^  ^^^  ^"^  Wright's  bank  had  stopped 
"returned,"      payment,  and  he  was  angry.''    This  witness  also  stated, 

A.  that  w.  &     that  he  told  the  defendant  that  he  ought  not  to  have  con- 

paymentl^^&ct  sealed  the  fact,  that  the  banking-house  had  stopped  pay- 

which  A.  did  ment.  It  was  proved  by  another  witness,  that  the  defend- 
not  know.    A.  . 

gave  B.  £5.,  ant  told  him  that  he  had  kept  the  check  some  days,  and 
for  5L  loV,        that  it  was  not  paid  because  the  bank  had  stopped,  and 

the  check^**^it  ^^^^  ^®  ^^  8^^  ^^®  moucv  afterwards  of  the  plaintiff.  It 
was  proved  that  ^|^  aJgQ  provcd  by  the  plaintiff's  brother,  who  was  the 

C.  had  funds  in  ^  "^  *^  ' 

the  hands  of  drawer  of  the  check,  that,  on  the  17th  of  November,  he 
Held,  that  the  bad  funds  to  the  amount  of  .£250  in  the  hands  of  Messrs. 
!he  fo^by^B.^    Wright,  and  that  he  continued  to  have  funds  in  their 

that  W.  &  Co. 

had  stopped  payment,  and  the  statement  by  him  that  the  check  had  been  **  returned/'  amount- 
ed to  such  a  fraud  upon  A.  as  would  entitle  him  to  recover  back  the  £5,  in  an  action  for  money 
had  and  received;  and  that,  to  entitle  him  to  do  so,  it  was  not  necessary  that  he  should  have 
given  or  tendered  back  the  check  to  B. 
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hands  till  they  stopped  payment;  and  he  stated^  in  cross-  ig4i. 
examination^  that  5«.  in  the  pound  had  been  paid  under 
the  bankruptcy  of  Messrs.  Wright^  and  that  the  check  in 
question  had  been  in  his  possession  since  the  24th  of 
November,  but  that  he  had  not  prored  for  it  under  the 
bankruptcy  of  Messrs.  Wright. 

The  foUowing  letters  from  the  plaintiff's  attorney  to  the 
defendant,  and  from  the  defendant's  attorney  in  answer, 
were  put  in: — 

''  Sir, — I  am  instructed,  by  Mr.  Sidney  Billing,  to  apply 
to  you  for  the  return  of  the  £5,  which  you  yesterday  re- 
ceived frt>m  him,  under  circumstances  which  it  is  unneces- 
sary for  me  to  enter  into,  and  aUo  for  the  return  of  a 
piece  of  paper,  on  which  is  written  the  words  and  figures 
'  I.  O.  U.  5/.  10?.,  Sidney  Billing,  the  23rd  November,  1840;' 
and  you  will  consider  this  letter,  as  it  is  intended,  as  a 
demand  for  the  piece  of  paper  or  I.  O.  U.  -,  and  unless  you 
pay  the  amount,  and  deliver  up  the  paper  to  the  bearer, 
I  shall  immediately  commence  proceedings  against  you. 

"  I  am  yours  obediently, 
"  To  Mr.  Solomon  Ries,  "J.  Billing." 

"  Cigar  Divan,  Strand.  "  33,  King  St.,  Cheapside, 

"  24th  Nov.  1840." 

"  7,  lAverpool  Street,  Broad  Street, 
«  Ut  Dec,  1840. 
Sir, — Mr.  Samuel  Ries  has  put  your  letter  to  him  in 
my  hands,  with  instructions  to  appear  to  any  process  that 
you  may  think  proper  to  issue  against  him ;  and  also,  that 
if  the  5/.  \Q8.  owing  to  him  from  Mr.  Sidney  Billing  be  not 
immediately  paid,  to  proceed  against  him  for  the  recovery 
thereof  without  delay. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
«  To  Mr.  John  Billing:'  "E.  J.  Sydney." 

JerviSf  for  the  defendant. — I  submit,  that  this  action  is 
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184L  ^^^  maintainable^  and  that  the  plaintiff  must  be  nonsuited. 
This  is  an  action  for  money  had  and  received ;  and  if^  in 
the  present  case^  an  action  were  maintainable  at  all,  the  de- 
claration should  have  been  special,  and  in  deceit.  A 
plaintiff  can  only  recover  in  an  action  for  money  had  and 
received,  if  he  be  equitably  entitled  to  the  money,  and  has 
put  the  opposite  party  into  the  same  situation  that  he  was 
in  before.  The  proper  course  for  the  plaintiff  to  have 
taken  before  bringing  this  action,  would  have  been  to 
have  returned  the  check  to  the  defendant.  By  not  doing 
80,  the  defendant  is  deprived  of  the  power  of  proving  for 
its  amount  imder  Wright's  bankruptcy.  The  drawer  of 
the  check  omitting  to  prove  for  it  will  not  suffice ;  and  it 
is  no  answer  to  my  ol^ection,  to  say,  that,  after  judgment 
in  this  case,  the  check  will  be  given  up ;  and  so  far  from 
the  plaintiff  having  given  up  the  check  to  ihe  defendant, 
his  attorney  does  not  even  offer  to  do  it,  when  he  demands 
the  £5  and  the  return  of  the  I.  O.  U. 

Lord  Denman,  C.  J. — I  think  that  if  the  facts  of  the 
case  remain  unaltered,  the  plaintiff  will  be  entitled  to 
recover  in  this  action. 

Jervis  addressed  the  jury  for  the  defendant.  —  The 
holder  of  a  check  has  a  right  to  look  to  the  person  from 
whom  he  received  it,  if  it  is  not  paid  at  the  banker's ;  and 
by  not  presenting  it  in  time,  he  is  in  no  different  situation 
from  that  of  the  indorsee  of  a  bill  of  exchange,  who  has 
given  time  to  the  acceptor.  Now,  if  the  holder  of  a  bill  of 
exdiange,  which  was  dishonoured,  applied  to  the  drawer  for 
payment,  and  was  paid  the  amount  of  the  bill  by  the 
drawer — could  it  be  contended,  that  the  drawer  could 
recover  his  money  back  from  the  holder,  because  the 
holder  did  not  tell  the  drawer  that  he  had  given  time  to 
the  acceptor?  A  person,  who  pays  money  under  such 
circumstances,  is  bound  to  inquire  before  he  pays  the 
money,  whether  any  thing  has  been  done  to  discharge  him 


Morris  and  Others  tr.  Hannen  and  M'Kneight* 


MICHAELMAS  TERM,  5  VICT.— Q.  B.  29 

from  his  legal  liability :  and  here  the  plaintiff^  even  when        1341^ 
he  wanted  his  money  back  again^  never  returned  the 
•check  to  the  defendant^  so  as  to  enable  him  to  prove  for 
the  amount  under  the  bankruptcy  of  Messrs.  Wright. 

Lord  Denhan^  C.  J. — ^The  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  a  ver* 
•diet;  and  I  direct  the  jury^  that  the  defendant's  knowing 
the  bank  to  have  stopped  payment^  and  suppressing-  that 
fiict,  and  his  telhng  the  plaintiff  that  the  check  was  '^re- 
turned,'' is  such  a  suppression  of  the  truth,  as,  in  point  of 
law,  constitutes  a  fraud  on  the  plaintiff.  The  check  was 
not  ''returned''  in  the  ordinary  acceptation  of  that  term; 
and  I  think  that,  under  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  the 
defendant  was  bomid  to  communicate  all  he  knew. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff  for  iE5. 

Erie  and  Humfrey,  for  the  plaintiff. 
Jervis,  for  the  defendant* 

[Attornies — J,  BiUingf  and  £,  J.  Sydney^] 


D 


Dec.  11. 


'EBT  for  goods  sold,  with  a  count  upon  an  account  A  nodce  to  pro- 
stated.     Pleas,  by  the  defendant  Hannen — 1st,  Nunquam  by  the  defend- 
indebitatus ;  2nd,  Payment  by  the  defendant  M'Kneight ;  J{l?ntiffli**giTing 
3rd,  That  the  defendants  had  been  partners,  and  that  the  **>«">  notice  to 

*  .  produce  "all 

debts  became  due  from  them  as  such;  that  they  dissolved  letters  written 

their  partnership,  and  that  it  was  agreed  that  the  defend-  by  ^ou  between 

ant  M'Kneight  should  pay  all  debts  owing  from  the  firm,  ^^^{^1^  ^^^ 

and  become  solely  responsible  for  them;   and  that  the  inclusive,  by 

and  from  the 
said  defendants 
or  either  of  them/  during  the  time  aforesaid,  or  by  or  to  any  person  on  their  or  your  behalf  re« 
spectively,"  is  good,  and  i*  not  too  general,  although  it  does  not  specify  the  date  of  each  parti- 
cular letter. 
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1841.        plaintiffs  agreed  with  the  defendant  M^Kneight  and  this  de- 

MoRRis       fendant  to  discharge^  and  did  then  discharge^  this  defend- 

V.  ant  from  all  liability  in  respect  thereof. — Replicati<m  to 

Hamiikn  * 

the  8rd  plea^  that  the  plaintiffs  did  not  agree  with  the  de- 
fendant '^  to  discharge,  nor  did  they  discharge^  the  said 
defendant  Hannen  from  all  liability  in  respect  of  the  said 
several  debts  in  the  declaration  mentioned,  or  any  of  them, 
or  any  part  thereof,  in  manner  and  form,^'  &c.  The  de- 
fendant M'Kneight  suffered  judgment  to  go  by  d^ult. 

Lord  Denman,  C.  J. — ^Does  the  8rd  pka  state,  that 
there  was  any  consideration  for  this  agreement. 

8.  Martin  for  the  plaintiff. — It  does  not  (a). 

Evidence  was  given  of  the  goods  being  supplied  to  the 
defendants  during  their  partnership. 

Petersdorff,  for  the  defendant  Hannen,  referred  to  the 
cases  of  Thompson  v.  Percival  (6),  and  Hart  v.  Alexan- 
der (c). 

On  the  part  of  this  defendant,  an  advertisement  in  the 
London  Gazette,  announcing  the  dissolution  of  the  part- 
nership of  the  defendants,  was  put  in  {d).  It  stated  the 
dissolution  of  the  partnership,  and  that  all  debts  due  to 
or  from  the  late  firm  should  be  received  and  paid  by  the 
defendant  M^Kneight. 

The  written  agreement  entered  into  between  the  two 
defendants,  dated  the  15th  of  August,  1839,   by  which 

(a)  It  geems  to  be  very  doubt-  (c)  2  M.&  W.484.  See  also  the 

ful  whether  a  plea  of  this  kind,  case  of  DiUfid  v.  EUice,  7  D.  &  B. 

which  does  not  state  a  considera-  690. 

tion,  would  not  be  bad,  even  after  (d)  It  was  opened  that  this  ad- 
verdict,  unless  it  were  founded  on  vertisement  could  be  traced  to  the 
an  instrument  under  seal.  knowledge  of  the  plaintiff. 

(6)5B.&Ad.925;3N.&M.167. 
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the  partnership  was  dissolved,  was  also  put  in.     It  con-        ig4i. 
tained  a  stipulation  as  to  debts  to  the  effect  above  stated.        \,  ^ 

^  Morris 

V, 

Petersdarff  cdHed  for  a  letter  sent  by  the  defendants  to      Hannbn. 
the  plaintiffs,  dated  the  15th  of  August,  1839. 

The  notice  to  produce,  given  by  the  defendant's  attorney 
to  the  plaintiff,  was  read :  it  was  in  the  following  form  : — 

*'  Take  notice,  that  you  will  be  required  to  produce  and 
shew  to  the  Court  and  Jury  on  the  trial  of  this  cause,  all 
account  books,  and  books  of  every  description,  kept  by 
you  relative  to  your  business  of  spirit  merchants,  between 
the  years  1837  and  1841,  both  inclusive ;  and  also  all  let- 
ters written  to  and  received  by  you  during  such  period  by 
and  from  the  said  defendants,  or  either  of  them,  during 
the  time  aforesaid,  or  by  or  to  any  person  on  their  or  your 
behalf  respectively.^ 


yf 


Erie,  for  the  plaintiffs. — I  submit  that  the  notice  to 
produce  is  not  sufficient,  as  it  does  not  state  the  dates  of 
the  letters  which  the  plaintiffs  are  called  on  to  produce. 

Lord  Denman,  C.  J. — I  think  it  is  a  good  notice  to 
produce. 

Secondary  evidence  was  given  of  the  contents  of  the 
letter. 

There  was  no  evidence  that  the  plaintiffs  had  ever  agreed 
to  discharge  the  defendant  Hannen  from  his  liability,  and 
there  was  therefore  a 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Erie  and  8,  Martin,  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Petersdorff  and  Lush,  for  the  defendant  Hannen* 

[Attornies — Trehern  8f  While,  and  /.  Bishop,^ 
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1841. 

Doe  on  the  Demise  of  Humphrey  v.  Martin, 


to  E, 


In  ejectment  to  -CiJECTMENT  to  recover  five  houses^  being  Nos.  1,  2,  3, 
houieg,  it  was  ^f  ^^^  ^>  ^^  Cock  Court^  Angel  Alley^  in  the  parish  of  St. 
?JIior1>?thc**  Botolph  without  Bishopsgate.  The  day  of  the  demise  was 
plaintiff  had       the  7th  of  May,  1841 . 

received  the 

rents  of  some  of  It  was  proved  by  a  person  named  Griffith,  that  she  had 
quarten,  and  of  occupied  the  house  No.  5,  and  had  paid  rent  for  it  to 
the  others  for      ]y(y^  Bavman,  the  receiver  of  rents  of  the  lessor  of  the 

five  quarters,  ''  ' 

down  to  March,  plaintifi',  and  that  on  her  quitting  the  house  in  the  begin- 
in  that  month  ning  of  the  year  1841,  she  had  by  the  consent  of  the  lessor 
puantMTsre-***  ^^  *^®  plaintiff  let  it  to  a  person  named  Connell;  audit 
T^^^d  °h 'd*'*  ^^  further  proved  by  Mr.  Bayman,  that  in  the  years  1840 
of  one  of  the  and  1841  he  had  received  the  rents  of  all  the  five  houses 
by  a^chain^and  '^^  ^^^  Icssor  of  the  plaintiff,  somc  for  four  quarters,  and 

iS^i^  whlfSd     ^^^  °^^®^  ^^^  *^®  quarters,  down  to  March,  1841. 

that  it  was  his        It  was  further  proved  by  Mr.  Bayman,  that,  in  the 

Held,  thmt  this  mouth  of  March,  184],  he  found  the  door  of  the  house 
g"to  thlTjurv*^  ^^'  ^  secured  by  a  chain,  when  the  defendant,  who  was  in 
on  the  part  of     the  housc,  told  him  through  a  window,  that  it  was  his  (the 

the  lessor  of  ,   -  . 

the  plaintiff;  defendant's)  freehold,  and  he  claimed  it  under  a  will,  and 
no  evidence        ^^  referred  the  witness  to  Mr.  Hembery,  his  solicitor. 

given  on  the 
part  of  the  de- 
fendant, it  Ball,  for  the  defendant. — K  the  defendant  had  come  into 

would  be  for 

the  jury  to  con-  posscssiou,  either  under  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  or  by 
they  were  satis-  iJ^^c^^^is  of  any  of  the  tenants  of  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff,  I 
fled  upon  this     admit  that  the  defendant  could  not  put  the  lessor  of  the 

evidence  that  ^      ^  ^ 

the  property  plaintiff  ou  the  proof  of  his  title ;  but  here  the  defendant 
to  the  lessor  of  comes  in  independently  of  the  lessor  of  the  plaints  and  of 
the  plaintiff.       y^  tenants,  and  he  claims  the  property  as  his  freehold. 

That  being  so,  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  can  only  recover 
by  the  goodness  of  his  own  title ;  and  he  cannot,  without 
proving  a  title  in  himself,  call  on  the  defendant  to  shew 
his  title.  If  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  had  shewn  the  re- 
ceipt of  rent  by  himself  for  twenty  years,  that  would  be 
evidence  of  title;  but  the  receipt  of  rent  foF  four  or  five 
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quarters  is,  as  I  submit,  not  sufficient.     In  ejectment  the         1841, 
plaintiff  is  not  entitled  to  recover  by  proof  of  possession     ,1    ^    "* 

^  ^  .y  r  r  Humphrey 

as  he  does  in  trespass ;  he  can  only  recover  upon  proof  of  v. 

,  -.^,  Martin. 

a  good  title. 

Lord  Denman,  C.  J.,  (in  summing  up). — ^If  the  defend- 
ant has  any  title  to  this  property  he  ought  to  shew  it  now. 
I  think  that  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  has  given  sufficient 
evidence  for  me  to  leave  to  you,  and  you  are  to  consider 
whether  this  evidence  satisfies  you,  that  the  lessor  of  the 
plaintiff  is  the  owner  of  this  property.  You  have  had  it 
proved  that  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  received  the  rents  for 
four,  and,  in  some  instances,  five  quarters,  without  inter- 
ruption ;  and  then  the  defendant  gets  into  possession,  and 
says  the  property  is  his  freehold.  The  defendant  gives 
you  no  evidence  of  any  right  in  himself,  and,  for  aught  that 
appears  in  this  case,  he  is  a  mere  wrong-doer.  You  are 
therefore  to  say,  whether  you  are  satisfied  by  the  evi- 
dence that  this  property  really  belongs  to  the  lessor  of  the 
plaintiff. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff  (a). 

S.  Martin,  and  Chadwicke  Jones,  for  the  plaintiff. 
Bcdl,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attomies — Thos,  Watfs,  and  HemheryJ] 

(a)  See   the  cases   of   Doe  d.      and  Doe  d.  Stansburyy.Arkwrighf, 
Nuffhes  V.  DybaUy  3  C.  &  P.  610 ;      5  C.  &  P.  575. 
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•Dec.  15. 

In  assumpsit 
for  tolls,  a  com- 
putus of  a  pre- 


Brune^  Esq.,  V.  Thompson. 

iVsSUMPSIT  for  the  tolls  of  goods  passing  througli  a 
certain  manor  of  the  plaintiff^  and  wharfage  in  the  manor, 
STssHcnT''*  and  for  tolls  due  to  the  plaintiff  as  owner  of  the  port  of 

Padstow,  with  a  count  for  tolls  generally. 

Plea:  as  to  £10,  being  the  tcdls  due  for  passage  and  wharf- 
age, and  on  the  last  count  for  tolls  generally,  a  plea  of  pay- 
ment of  £10intoCourt,and,as  toresidue,  non  assumpsit(a). 

Replication :  as  to  the  j£lO,  accepting  that  sum,  with  a 
similiter  to  the  non  assumpsit. 


which  was 
brought  from 
the  muniment 
room  of  the 
lord  of  the 
manor,  but 
which  was  not 
signed,  and  of 
which  no  evi- 
dence of  the 
handwriting 
could  be  given, 

but  in  which  the  receiver  purported  to  charge  himself  with  the  receipt  of  money,  was  offered 
In  evidence : — Held,  to  be  receivable. 

The  plaintiff  claimed  tolls  throughout  the  port  of  Pbdstow  : — Held,  that  a  record  of  K.  B.,  of 
7  Ric.  2,  of  a  cause  removed  by  certiorari  from  the  maritime  court  of  Aldestowe,  was  receivable 
in  evidence  for  the  plaintiff,  although  that  cause  was  an  action  of  trespass  for  taking  a  ship, 
and  the  present  plaintiff  and  defendant  did  not  claim  under  either  of  the  parties  to  it ;  and 
evidence  was  allowed  to  be  given  by  the  witness  who  produced  it,  that  he  had  ascertained  from 
records  that  Aldestowe  and  Padstow  are  different  names  for  the  same  place. 

But  the  opposite  counsel  will  not  be  allowed  to  ask  him  whether  he  had  not  found  other 
records  besides  those  given  in  evidence,  which  related  to  the  right  of  the  prior  of  B.,  from 
whom  the  plaintiff  traced  his  title,  as  that  would  be  giving  parol  evidence  of  the  contents  of 
those  records. 


(a)  As  the  forms  of  the  declara- 
tion and  plea  may  be  useful  in 
practice,  we  have  subjoined  them. 

Declaration.  —  "  That  the  de- 
fendant heretofore,  to  wit,  on  the 
17th  day  of  January,  a.  d.,  1840, 
.was  indebted  to  the  plaintiff  in 
£200  for  divers  reasonable  tolls 
and  sums  of  money  due  and  of 
right  payable  from  and  by  the  de- 
fendant to  the  plaintiff,  to  wit,  for 
the  passage  of  divers  goods  and 
chattels,  wares  and  merchandizes, 
over  and  through  a  certain  manor 
and  certain  premises  of  the  plain- 
tiff, at  the  defendant's  request,  and 
by  the  permission  and  sufferance 
of  the  plaintiff,  and  for  the  wharf- 
age and  deposit  for  certain  spaces 
of  time  then  elapsed  of  the  said 


goods  and  chattels,  wares  and  mer- 
chandizes, in  and  upon  the  said 
manor  and  premises  of  the  plain- 
tiff, at  the  defendant's  request,  and 
by  the  sufferance  and  permission 
of  the  plaintiff. 

**  And  for  divers  other  reason- 
able tolls  and  sums  of  money  due 
and  of  right  payable  by  and  from 
the  defendant  to  the  plaintiff  for 
and  in  respect  of  divers  tolls  and 
port  duties  due  and  of  right  pay- 
able by  and  from  the  defendant  to 
the  plaintiff,  as  and  being  owner  of 
a  certain  port,  to  wit,  the  port  of 
Padstow,  in  the  county  of  Corn- 
wall, to  wit,  for  and  in  respect  of 
divers  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dizes exported  and  shipped  from 
and  out  of  the  said  port,  at  the  de- 
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The  real  question  in  the  case  was,  whether  the  plaintiff, 
who  was  the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Fadstow,  in  the  county 
of  Cornwall,  was  entitled  to  tolls  on  aU  goods  shipped  from 
the  port  of  Fadstow,  or  imported  into  that  port;  or 
whether  his  right  to  toll  extended  only  to  the  manor  of 
Fadstow,  the  port  extending  beyond  the  manor,  and  the 
sum  paid  into  Court  being  the  amount  due  from  the  de« 
fendant  to  the  plaintiff  for  tolls  within  the  manor  only. 


1841. 


Brums 

V. 

Thomfboh; 


fendant*B  request,  and  by  the  suf- 
ferance and  permission  of  the  plain- 
tiff. 

"And  also  for  and  in  respect  of 
diyen  other  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandizes imported  into  and  landed 
and  unloaded  in  and  upon  the  said 
port,  at  the  defendant's  request, 
and  by  the  sufferance  and  permis- 
sion of  the  plaintiff. 

"And  for  dirers  other  sums  of 
money  due  and  of  right  payable 
and  renderable  by  the  defendant 
to  the  plaintifi)  as  and  being  the 
owner  of  the  said  manor,  as  and 
for  certain  other  tolls  before  then 
due  and  of  right  payable  and  ren- 
derable by  the  defendant  to  the 
plaintiff  as  and  being  such  owner 
of  the  said  manor. 

"  And  for  dirers  other  sums  of 
money  due  and  of  right  payable 
and  renderable  by  the  defendant 
to  the  plaintiff,  as  and  being  owner 
of  the  said  port,  as  and  for  and  in 
respect  of  certain  other  tolls  and 
port  duties  before  then  due  and  of 
right  payable  and  renderable  by 
the  defendant  to  the  plaintiff,  as 
and  being  such  owner  of  the  said 

p0Tt« 

"  And  for  divers  other  sums  of 
money  due  and  of  right  payable 
and  renderable  by  the  defendant 
to  the  plaintiff,  as  and  for  certain 
otlier  tolls  and  duties  before  then 


due  and  of  right  payable  and  ren-* 
derable  by  the  defendant  to  the 
plaintiff;  and  being  so  indebted, 
he,  the  defendant,  afterwards,  to 
wit,  on  the  day  and  year  aforesaid, 
in  consideration  of  the  premises 
respectively,  promised  the  plaintiff 
to  pay  him  the  said  several  sums 
of  money  respectively  on  request ; 
yet  he  hath  disregarded  his  pro* 
mise,  and  hath  not  paid  the  said 
sums  of  money,  or  any  or  either  of 
them,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  the 
plaintiffs  damage  of  £200" 

Pleas* — "  As  to  the  sum  of  £10 
being  part  of  the  monies  in  the  de- 
claration mentioned,  and  therein 
alleged  to  be  due  and  payable  to 
the  plaintiff  for  the  passage  of 
goods,  chattels,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandizes, over  and  through  a  cer- 
tain manor  and  premises  of  the 
plaintiff,  and  for  wharfage  and  de- 
posit of  the  same  in  and  upon  the 
said  manor  and  premised,  and  for 
sums  of  money  due  and  payable 
and  renderable  to  the  plaintiff,  as 
and  being  owner  of  the  said  manor, 
as  and  for  certain  tolls  in  the  de- 
claration mentioned,  and  for  other 
sums  of  money  alleged  in  the  last 
count  of  the  declaration  to  be  due, 
payable,  and  renderable  to  the 
plaintiff,  as  and  for  certain  other 
tolls  and  duties  in  the  said  declar- 
ation last  above    mentioned,    the 

2 
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Brune 

V. 

Thompson. 


The  venue  in  this  case  had  been  originally  laid  in  Lon- 
don ;  but^  on  the  defendant's  application  to  change  it  into 
Cornwall,  the  plaintiff  had  retained  the  venue  in  London 
upon  the  usual  undertaking  to  give  material  evidence  in 
London. 

On  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  the  enrolment  of  an  in- 
speximus  charter  of  8rd  Edward  the  Fourth,  produced  by 
Mr.  Devon  from  the  Record  Office  of  the  Tower  of  London, 
was  put  in.  This  was  an  inspeximus  and  confirmation  of 
several  charters  granted  by  Kings  John  and  Edward  the 
First,  and  by  Richard  Earl  of  Foictier  and  Cornwall,  to  the 
prior  and  canons  of  Bodmin,  with  whom  the  plaintiff  com- 
menced his  title  to  the  port  of  Fadstow,  the  plaintiff  de- 
ducing his  title  through  the  grantee  of  King  Henry  the 
Eighth,  after  the  dissolution  of  the  religious  houses. 

It  was  proposed  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  to  put  in  a 
computus  of  the  prepositus  or  reeve  of  Fadstow,  of  the 
83rd  year  of  the  reign  of  King  Henry  the  Sixth.  This 
computus  was  brought  from  the  muniment  room  of  the 
plaintiff  by  Mr.  Coode,  one  of  the  attornies  for  the  plaintiff. 
It  was  in  Latin,  and  not  signed  :  the  following  is  a  trans- 
lation of  it : — 

^^  Fadstow — The  account  of  Thomas  Robyn,  reeve  there 
from  the  feast  of  St.  Michael  the  Archangel,  in  the  83rd 
year  of  the  reign  of  King  Henry  the  Sixth,  unto  the  same 
feast  next  following,  in  the  34th  year,  for  one  whole  year. 


defendant,    by    John    Brownrigg 
Gore,  his  attorney,  says,  that  the 
plaintiff  ought  not  further  to  main- 
tain his  action  in  respect  thereof, 
because  the  defendant  now  brings 
into  Court  the  sum  of  £10  ready  to 
be  paid  to  the  plaintiff.     And  the 
defendant  further  says,    that  the 
plaintiff  has  not  sustained  damages 
to  a  greater  amount  than  the  said 
sum  of  £10,  in  respect  of  the  causes 
of  action  in  the  introductory  part 


of  this  plea  mentioned,  and  this  he 
is  ready  to  verify;  wherefore  he 
prays  judgment,  if  the  plaintiff 
ought  further  to  maintain  his  ac- 
tion thereof.  And  as  to  the  resi* 
due  of  the  said  declaration,  the 
defendant  says,  that  he  did  not 
promise  in  manner  and  form  as  in 
the  declaration  is  alleged,  and  of 
this  he  puts  himself  upon  the  coun- 
try, &c. 

(Signed)        Edw.  Smirke." 
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"  Rents  of  Assize. 
''  The  same  answers  for  20*.  for  the  rent  of  Corgellow, 


Brunb 


and  7 Jrf.  for  rent  at  Trenoyow,  for  a  tenement  at  Padstow,  »• 

newly  built  upon  the  Strond. 

"  Culage  of  the  sea. 
''  And  for  eight  shillings  received  for  culage  of  the  sea 
there  this  year.  Sum^  8*. 

"Tithe  of  mills. 
'^  And  for  eight  shillings  for  the  tithes  of  eight  mills 

there  this  year,  and  for  (a) received  for  the  customs 

of  the  sea  there  this  year.  Sum,  8*. 

"  Decayed  rents. 
"  Several  allowed  for  tenements  at  Forth  Cronck. 

"  Money  paid. 
''  And  allowed  to  the  same  78.  paid  to  the  aforesaid  re- 
ceiver, by  the  hands  of  Thomas  Courteys,  for  culage  of 
the  sea,  and  for  a  fee  of  bushelage  there  this  year ;  and 
allowed  to  the  same  12d,  for  default  of  culage  of  the  sea 
beyond  what  was  above  levied  thia  year ;  and  he  oweth 
S\s.3\d/' 

Erie,  for  the  defendant. — I  submit  that  this  computus 
ought  not  to  be  received  in  evidence,  it  is  not  signed  by 
the  reeve,  and  there  is  no  proof  that  it  is  in  his  hand- 
writing. 

Lord  Denman,  C.  J. — I  never  saw  a  signature  to  any  of 
these  ancient  reeves^  accounts,  except  the  name  in  the  head- 
ing of  the  account  is  so  to  be  considered. 

Mr.  Devon,  in  answer  to  a  question  of  Lord  Denman, 
C.  J.,  stated  that  ancient  accounts  of  this  sort  are  never 
signed. 

C  Cresswell,  for  the  plaintiff. — ^This  is  an  account  of  a 

(a)  The  sum  was  not  legible  in  the  original. 


Thomfson. 
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1841.        deceased  steward^ who  makes  himself  liable  to  his  employer ; 
^ZT''^^      and  these  accounts  are  evidence  of  title.    The  account  is 

Brune 

V.  not  signed^  but  it  is  proved  that  ancient  documents  of  this 

sort  never  are  so ;  and  at  this  distance  of  time  it  is  impos- 
sible that  it  should  be  proved  by  distinct  evidence  either 
that  this  person  was  reeve  to  the  prior  and  canons  of  Bod- 
min^ or  that  this  account  is  in  his  handwriting. 

Cockbum,  on  the  same  side. — The  prior  and  canons  were 
not  entitled  to  these  tolls  in  their  individual  capacity^  but 
in  their  corporate  capacity.  The  corporate  body  was  dis- 
solved^  and  their  rights  transferred  to  the  grantee  of  the 
crown^  under  whom  we  claim;  and  no  one  could  be  better 
entitled  to  the  custody  of  this  account  than  the  present 
plaintiff. 

Lord  Denman,  C.  J. — I  think^  that,  at  this  distance  of 
time,  this  document  must  be  taken  to  be  in  the  reeve's 
handwriting. 

Butt^  for  the  plaintiff,  cited  the  case  of  Crease  v.  Barrett  (a). 

Erie, — I  am  aware,  that,  in  a  case  in  the  Exchequer  (£), 
a  chartulary  of  Glastonbury  Abbey,  which  was  in  the  muni-, 
ment  room  of  the  Marquis  of  Bath,  was  decided  to  be  in 
proper  custody,  as  the  Marquis  of  Bath  was  the  grantee  of 
some  of  the  abbey  lands;  but,  as  this  account  is  not  signed, 
it  may  be  only  a  copy. 

Lord  Denman,  C.  J. — I  think,  that,  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, I  must  take  this  document  to  be  an  original; 
and  I  think,  also,  that  it  comes  from  the  proper  custody. 

(a)  1  C,  M.  &  R.  919.     In  that  facts  stated  in  that  entry  were  not 

case  it  was  held,  that  the  entry  of  known  to  him  of  his  own  know- 

a  decease  dperson,  charging  him-  ledge. 

selfjisadmissible  against  strangers,  (6)  Tlie  case  of  BuUen  v.  3/i- 

even  though  it  appears  that  the  chell,  2  Price,  399. 
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An  account  of  this  sort  would  be  very  likely  to  be  delivered         1341, 
to  a  purchaser  or  grantee^  the  same  as  a  rental  would  be,      '^     - 

J)R  vNE 

I  shall  receive  it  in  evidence.  v. 

Thomfsok* 

<  The  computus  were  put  in  and  read  (a). 

C.  CresmveU,  for  the  plaintiff^  proposed  to  give  in  evi« 
dence  a  record  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench^  of  the  7th 
Bichard  the  Second^  being  the  record  of  a  case  of  Osbert 
Hameley  v.  John  Alweston,  which  was  removed,  by  certio- 
rari,  firom  the  Maritime  Court  of  Padstow  to  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench. 

This  record  was  headed,  "  Fleas  before  the  Lord  the 
King  at  Westminster,  of  the  Term  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  in 
the  7th  year  of  the  reign  of  King  Richard  the  Second,  from 
the  Conquest.  R.  Tresilian" 

It  commenced  with  stating  the  writ  of  certiorari  (in  hsec 
yerba)  directed  to  the  '^  reeve  and  burgesses  of  the  town  of 
Aldestow,"  and  set  out  the  return  to  the  writ,  which  stated, 
that,  at  the  Maritime  Court  held  at  Aldestow,  Osbert  Ha- 
meley complained  of  John  Alweston,  of  a  plea  of  trespass; 
and  that  John  Alweston  was  attached,  by  his  ship  the  Ju* 
lian  of  Plymouth,  of  which  John  Gofayre  was  master;  and 
that  Osbert  Hameley  counted  against  him  for  taking  his 
ship,  '^  The  Mary  of  the  port  of  Padstow,"  and  for  car- 
rying away  John  Gynes,  his  servant,  the  master  of  that 
vessel,  and  the  anchors,  cables,  &c.  To  which  John  Al- 
weston  says  nothing,  but  that  he  is  the  owner  of  only 
one-half  and  a  moiety  of  a  quarter  of  another  half  of  the 
Julian.  The  record  went  on  to  state,  that  Osbert  Hame- 
ley called  witnesses,  and  was  adjudged  to  recover  200  marks 
from  John  Alweston ;  and  the  bailiffs  of  the  town  were  com- 
manded to  sell  John  Alweston's  share  in  the  Julian.  The 
record  went  on  to  state,  that  afterwards  Osbert  Hameley, 
asserting  that  he  was  not  satisfied,  the  sheriff  of  Cornwall 

(a)  See  the  cases  of  Doe  d.  Sturt  y.  Mobbs,  ante,  p.  1,  and  Doe  dr 
Bodenkam  v.  Colcombe,  post. 
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was  commanded  to  summon  John  Alweston  to  appear  in 
the  King's  Bench ;  but  the  sheriff  returned  nil :  and  the 
sheriff  of  Devonshire  was  commanded  to  summon  John  Al- 
weston^ and  he  appeared  in  the  King's  Bench^  and  pleaded 
that  the  town  of  Aldestow  is  held  by  the  prior  of  Bod- 
min^ and  that  the  prior  hath  not  cognizance  of  pleas  or  the 
jurisdiction  of  an  Admiralty  Court.  To  this  Osbert  Ha- 
meley  replied^  that  the  reeve  and  burgesses  have  jurisdic^ 
tion  "  of  all  pleas  to  the  maritime  law  belonging/'  '^  and 
this  he  is  ready  to  verify;"  "  and  because  John  Alweston 
refuses  the  verification  aforesaid,  he  prays  judgment  and 
execution."  The  record  then  set  out  continuances,  by  curia 
advisare  vult,  for  four  terms,  when  John  Alweston  came 
and  pleaded  the  "  King's  letters  patent  for  the  protection 
and  defence  of  him  the  aforesaid  John,  and  for  all  the 
lands,  goods,  rents,  and  all  the  possessions  of  the  said 
John,"  of  which  letters  patent  he  makes  profert,  and  they 
were  set  out  verbatim  on  the  record  (a),  and  the  record 


(a)  The  following  is  a  transla- 
tion of  the  letters  patent  of  protec- 
tion : — 

"  Richard,  hy  the  grace  of  God, 
King  of  England  and  France, 
and  Lord  of  Ireland.  To  all  his 
bailiffs  and  faithful  persons  to 
whom  these  present  letters  shall 
come,  greeting.  Know  ye,  that 
we  have  taken  in  our  protection 
and  defence,  John  Alweston  of  Ply- 
mouth, who  is  going  in  our  service 
to  the  parts  of  Brittany,  and  there 
to  continue  with  our  faithful  and 
beloved  John  de  Roches,  Knight, 
captain  of  the  town  of  Brest,  in  de- 
fence of  the  castle  and  town  there, 
and  also  the  men,  lands,  goods, 
rents,  and  all  the  possessions  of  the 
said  John  Alweston;  and  therefore, 
we  command  you,  that  you  maintain, 
protect,  and  defend  the  same  John 
Alweston,  hb  lands,  goods,  rents. 


and  all  his  possessions,  not  per- 
mitting any  one  to  interfere  or 
meddle  with  them,  to  the  injury, 
molestation,  damage,  or  hurt  of 
him ;  and,  if  any  forfeiture  thereof 
hath  been  made,  without  delay 
cause  amendment  thereof  to  be 
made.  In  witness  whereof,  we  have 
caused  these  our  letters  to  be  made 
patent,  and  to  continue  for  one 
year.  Also,  we  will  that  the  same 
John  Alweston,  in  the  mean  time, 
shall  be  quit  of  all  pleas  and  plaints, 
except  pleas  of  dower,  unde  nil  ha- 
bet,  and  of  quare  impedit  and  as- 
size of  novel  disseisin,  and  last  pre- 
sentation and  attaint,  and  except 
the  plaints  for  which  he  may  hap- 
pen to  be  summoned  before  our 
justices  itinerant  in  their  iters. 
These  presents  not  being  the  less 
valid,  if  it  shall  happen  that  he  the 
said  John  Alweston,  &c.  there  shall 
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ooncluded  in  the  following  form: — "By  pretext  of  which 
letters^  the  plaint  aforesaid  remains  without  day.^' 

JBrfe,  for  the  defendant. — I  submit  that  this  record  is  no 
evidence  in  the  present  action.  It  is  in  a  cause  between 
two  parties  under  whom  neither  of  the  present  parties 
claim.     It  is  res  inter  alios. 
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not  be  taken,  or  after  or  since  the 
term  aforesaid  he  shall  have  re- 
turned into  England  from  the  parts 
aforesaid.  Witness  ourself  at  West- 
minster, the  22nd  day  of  January, 
in  the  ninth  year  of  our  reign." 
The  law  on  the  subject  of  pro- 
tections will  be  found  in  Co.  Litt. 
130.  a.  etseq. ;  but  Lord  Coke  says, 
'*  of  these  protections  I  cannot  say 
any  thing  of  mine  own  experience, 
for  albeit  -Queen  Elizabeth  main- 
tained many  wars,  yet  she  granted 
few  or  no  protections,  and  her  rea- 
son was,  that  he  was  no  fit  subject 
to  be  employed  in  her  service,  that 
was  subject  to  other  men's  actions, 
lest  she  might  be  thought  to  delay 
justice."  Mr.  Justice  Blackstone^ 
in  treating  of  protections,  says  (3 
Bl.  Com.  ch.  19),  that  "  King 
William,  in  1692,  granted  one  to 
Lord  CutU  [a  distinguished  general 
of  that  period]  to  protect  him  from 
being  outlawed  by  his  tailor,  which 
is  the  last  that  appears  upon  our 
books."  The  case  is  Barrudale  v. 
Lord  CtUUj  3  Lev.  332;  from  which 
it  appears,  that  the  counsel  for  the 
tailor  tried  to  get  rid  of  the  eflect  of 
the  protection  on  technical  grounds ; 
but  they  failed  in  doing  so,  and 
the  protection  was  allowed  by  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas.  In  early 
times,  these  letters  patent  of  pro- 
tection must  have  been  commonly 
granted,  as  there  is  a  considerable 


number  of  cases  on  the  subject  of 
them  in  the  Year  Books ;  and  '*  Pro- 
tection "  is  a  title  of  some  length 
in  Vin.  Abr.  vol.  18;  and  under 
that  title,  C.  2,  a  case  of  Trin.  Term, 
4  &  5  Philip  and  Mary,  is  cited 
from  Jenk.  Cent.  213,  pi.  52,  in 
which  "  a  prisoner  in  execution 
in  the  Fleet  was  thought  a  man 
very  necessary  to  serve  the  Queen 
in  her  wars;  and  the  C-ourt  was 
moved  by  the  Attorney-General  by 
command  of  the  privy  council, 
whether  the  Queen  might  license 
him  with  a  keeper  to  go  to  Berwick 
to  defend  it;  but  all  the  justices  of 
B.  R.  and  C.  B.  held,  that  he  could 
not  be  dismissed  by  protection, 
quia  moratur  supra  salva  custodia.*' 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  preroga- 
tive of  the  crown  as  to  protections 
is  unaltered,  although,  in  practice, 
they  are  now  never  granted.  It 
is,  however,  not  unusual  in  acts 
of  parliament,  inflicting  a  penalty, 
to  take  away  the  defence  of  a  pro- 
tection; thus,  in  the  stat.  55  Geo. 
3,  c.  137,  s.  6,  which  imposes  a 
penalty  of  £100  on  any  person 
having  the  management  of  the 
poor  contracting  to  supply  the 
workhouse  with  goods,  it  is  enacted, 
that  the  penalty  shall  be  recovered 
by  action,  in  which  '*  no  essoign, 
protection,  wager  of  law,  or  more 
than  one  imparlance  shall  be  al- 
lowed." 
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1841 .  C'.  CresswelL — I  tender  it  in  evidence  to  sliew^  that  in  the* 

^    "^    ^      reign  of  Richard  the  Second  there  was  a  port  of  Padstow, 

V.  and  that  it  belonged  to  the  prior  of  Bodmin. 

TaoMpsoif. 

Lord  DsNMANj  C.  J. — I  think  I  must  receive  it  in  evi- 
dence. 

The  record  was  given  in  evidence. 

Mr.  Devon  stated^  that^  from  his  knowledge  derived  from 
other  records^  he  was  enabled  to  state  that  the  place  called 
Aldestow  was  the  same  place  as  Padstow. 

Erie  proposed  to  ask  Mr.  Devon,  whether  he  had  not 
found  other  records  relating  to  the  rights  of  the  priory  of 
Bodmin,  besides  those  produced  in  this  cause? 

C.  Cresswell. — I  submit  that  the  question  cannot  be  put, 
as  it  is  in  effect  inquiring  into  the  contents  of  written  do- 
cuments. 

Erie. — It  is  like  the  case  of  asking  as  to  other  bills  of 
exchange. 

Lord  Den  MAN,  C.  J. — I  Uiink  that  the  question  cannot 
be  put.    It  is  not  like  an  inquiry  as  to  a  course  of  dealing. 

The  question  was  not  put. 

A  great  deal  of  evidence  was  given  on  the  part  of  the 
plaintilF;  but,  at  the  end  of  the  plaintiff's  case, 

Erie,  for  the  defendant,  applied  for  a  nonsuit,  on  the 
ground  that  there  had  been  no  material  evidence  given  in 
London,  so  as  to  satisfy  the  plaintiff's  undertaking. 

C.  CressweU, — I  have  produced  a  record  from  the  Tower 
of  London. 
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It  appearing  that  the  Tower  is  not  in  the  city  of  London 

the  plaintiff  was  nonsuited  (a). 

Nonsuit. 

CressweU,  Cockbum,  and  Butt,  for  the  plaintiff. 

Erie,  Smirke,  and  Montagu  Smith,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attornies — Coode  ^  Browne ^  and  Gore  Sf  LeiveUin,'] 
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In  the  ensuing  Term,  C.  Cresswell,  for  the  plaintiff,  ap* 
plied  for  a  new  trial,  on  affidavits  which  stated,  that  that 
part  of  the  Tower  of  London  from  which  the  inspeximus 
charter  of  King  Edward  the  Third  was  produced,  was  situ- 
ated in  the  city  of  London. 

The  Court  granted  a  rule  to  shew  cause. 


(a)  If  a  plaintiff  has  undertaken 
to  give  material  evidence  in  a  par- 
ticular coiuity,  and  does  not  do  so, 
he  will  be  nonsuited  if  the  objection 
be  taken  at  the  trial;  but  it  was 
held,  in  the  case  of  How  v.  Pick- 
•rd;  2  M.  &  W.  373,  that  this  ob- 


jection is  no  ground  of  nonsuit,  un- 
less it  be  taken  at  the  trial.  As  to 
what  is  material  evidence,  sufficient 
to  satisfy  such  an  undertaking,  see 
Archbold  8  Practice  of  the  Q.B.by 
Chitty,  Vol.  II.  p.  961. 


Craig,  Bart.,  and  Others  v.  Fenn  and  Others. 

CDec,  16. 
OVENANT  on  a  policy  of  insurance  eflFected  at  the  in  an  acUon 

Asylum  Life  Insurance  Office,   on  the  life  of  the  Hon.  JSiScl  officV 
George  Talbot.— Plea,  that,  at  the  time  of  the  making  of  on  a  life  policy, 

^  '  '  ^         ^         It  is  no  objection 

the  declaration  as  to  the  state  of  health  of  the  said  G.  T.,  to  a  special 
and  at  the  time  of  the  making  of  the  policy,  the  habits  of  gwom,  that  he 

is  a  director  of 
another  in- 
surance office,  unless  that  office  has  granted  a  policy  on  the  life  in  question,  and  the  amount  of 
diat  policy  be  unpaid. 

If  in  an  action  on  a  life  policy  the  defendants  'plead  that  at  the  time  of  the  declaration  of 
health  and  the  policy  the  habits  of  the  person  whose  life  was  Insured  were  immoderate  and  In- 
temperate, and  that  he  was  addicted  to  excessive  drinking.  Replication  :  that  his  habits  were 
moderate  and  temperate,  and  not  immoderate  and  intemperate,  and  that  he  was  not  addicted 
to  excessive  drinking  : — Held^  that  on  these  pleadings  the  plaintiff  should  begin,  aa  there  waa 
an  affirmative  on  both  sides. 
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1841.  the  said  G.  T.  were  immoderate  and  intemperate^  and  the 
said  G.  T.  was  addicted  to  excessive  drinking^  (concluding 
with  a  verification). — Replication^  that^  at  the  time  &c.^  the 
habits  of  the  said  G.  T.  were  moderate  and  temperate ;  and 
that  the  habits  of  the  said  G.  T.  were  not  immoderate  and 
intemperate^  nor  was  he  addicted  to  excessive  drinking ; 
(concluding  to  the  country). 

Before  the  jury  was  sworn,  Kelly,  for  the  plaintiflFs,  ob- 
jected to  two  of  the  special  jurors  being  sworn,  on  the 
ground  that  one  of  them  was  a  director  of  the  Clergy^s  Mu- 
tual Assurance  Society,  and  the  other  a  director  of  the 
Albion  Insurance  Company. 

Lord  Denman,  C.  J. —  Has  either  of  those  oflSces. 
granted  a  policy  on  the  life  of  the  Hon.  George  Talbot? 

It  was  admitted  on  both  sides  that  neither  of  these 
offices  had. 

Lord  Denman,  C.  J. — I  think  that  it  is  no  objection, 
unless  there  is  a  policy  on  the  life  of  the  Hon.  G.  Talbot 
granted  by  the  office  to  which  the  juror  belongs,  and  unless, 
the  amount  of  that  insurance  is  still  unpaid. 

Both  the  jurors  were  sworn. 

F,  Pollock,  A.  G.,  for  the  defendants. — I  submit  that 
the  defendants  have  the  right  to  begin.  The  question  is 
this,  which  party  would  fail  if  there  were  no  evidence 
given  on  either  side?  And  I  apprehend  that  it  would  be 
taken  that  Mr.  Talbot  was  moderate  and  temperate  until 
the  contrary  was  shewn. 

Lord  Denman,  C.  J. — ^There  is  an  affirmative  on  both 
sides.  I  think,  on  these  pleadings,  that  the  plaintiffs 
should  begin  (a). 

(a)  See  the  case  of  Soward  v.  Unity  Knt.,  v.  Desbrough,  8  C.  &  P. 
Leggatl,  7  C.  &  P.  613;  KXiARaw-      321. 
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Kelly f  for  the  plaintiffs^  opened  the  plaintiffs'  case. 


Craio 

Verdict  for  the  defendants.  f*. 

Fbnn. 


KeUy,  B.  Andrews^  and  H.  HiUf  for  the  plaintiffs. 

F.  Pollock,  A.  G.,  Thesiger,  and  Butt,  for  the  defendants. 

[Attomies — Wiglenoorth  8f  Co,,  and  Swain  4*  Co  J] 
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Adjourned  Sittings  in  London  after  Trinity  Term,  1841. 


BEFORE    LORD    ABINGER^  C.  B. 


Davey  V.  Mason. 

vyASE. — The  declaration  stated^  that  the  defendant  was  siik  dresses 
a  common  carrier  from  Newington,  in  the  county  of  Sur-  "earinYare  not 
rey,  to  Lindfield.  in  the  county  of  Sussex,  and  that  the  ""iks"  within 

•^ '  '  /  7  jl,g  meaning  of 

plaintiff^  on  the  12th  of  November,  1840,  "  at  a  certain  the  Carriers' 
house  or  inn,  called  or  known  by  the  name  or  sign  of  &  i'  wiu.  4, 
the  Horse-shoe,  at  Stones-end,  in  Newington   aforesaid,  ^ean'eye-giaM 
in  the  said  county  of  Surrey,  caused  to  be  delivered  to  ^}^^  *  ^^\  . 

*^  *^ '  chain  attached 

the  defendant,  and  the  defendant  then  accepted  and  re-  to  it,  for  the 
ceived  from  the  plaintiff/'  a  trunk,  a  box,  and  a  small  being  hung 
chest,  containing  divers  goods  and  chattels,  to  wit,  four  ^^^^  wcarw^ 

"  trinkeu  " 
within  the  meaning  of  that  enactment. 
If  a  message  be  left  at  the  booking  office  of  a  carrier  from  N.  to  L.  for  his  van  to  call  for  the 
plaindflTs  luggage  at  another  inn,  for  the  purpose  of  its  being  carried  to  L.,  and  the  carrier's  ser- 
vant and  van  go  to  the  other  inn,  and  the  plaintiff's  luggage  be  there  put  into  the  carrier's  van 
and  afterwards  lost  therefrom,  the  carrier  is  liable  for  the  loss,  just  as  he  would  be  if  the  luggage 
of  the  plaintiff  had  been  taken  to  the  defendant's  regular  booking-office. 
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1841.  silk  dresses,  two  gold  chains  and  glasses,  [enumerating  a 
number  of  articles  of  lady's  wearing  apparel,  brushes, 
combs,  &c.],  and  two  five  pound  notes  of  the  Lewes 
Old  Bank,  to  be  safely  conveyed  to  Lindfield,  and  there 
safely  delivered  for  a  reasonable  reward.  Breach,  that 
the  defendant  did  not  safely  convey  and  deliver  the  arti- 
cles, but  on  the  contrary  so  negligently  conducted  him- 
self that  the  articles  were  lost. — Pleas,  Ist,  Not  guilty. 
2nd,  That  the  plaintiff  did  not  "  cause  to  be  delivered, 
nor  did  the  defendant  accept  or  receive  from  the  plain- 
tiff, the  said  goods  and  chattels  in  the  declaration  men- 
tioned, or  any  or  either  of  them,  or  any  part  thereof, 
in  manner  and  form  as  the  plaintiff  hath  above  alleged ;'' 
(concluding  to  the  country).  3rd,  As  to  so  much  of 
the  declaration  as  relates  to  the  said  silk  dresses,  gold 
chains,  glasses,  notes,  silk  handkerchiefs,  [enumerat- 
ing the  different  sorts  of  silk  articles  mentioned  in  the 
declaration],  that  the  same  were  contained  in  one  parcel 
or  package,  to  wit,  the  trunk  in  the  declaration  mentioned, 
and  that  the  same  was  delivered  for  the  purpose  of  being 
carried  for  hire,  after  the  passing  of  the  act  of  1  WQl.  4, 
c.  68 ;  and  that  the  goods  in  the  introductory  part  of  this 
plea  mentioned  were  silks,  lace,  jewellery,  trinkets,  precious 
stones,  and  notes  for  the  payment  of  money,  within  the 
meaning  of  that  act.  That  the  value  was  above  £10,  and 
that  the  same  were  not  delivered  at  any  office,  warehouse, 
or  receiving  house,  of  the  defendant  as  such  carrier,  but 
were  delivered  to  and  received  by  a  servant  of  the  de- 
fendant ;  that  the  value  was  not  declared  >  and  that  no 
increased  rate  of  carriage  was  paid  as  a  compensation  for 
the  greater  risk,  nor  any  engagement  to  pay  such  increased 
charge  accepted  by  the  said  servant,  (concluding  with  a 
verification)  (a). — Replication  to  the  3rd  plea,  De  injuria. 

(a)  This  plea  was  in  a  fonn  pre-  634.    For  the  forms  of  other  pleas 

cisely  similar  to  that  of  the  3rd  by  carriers,  see  the  notes  to  the 

plea  in  the  case  of  Syms  v.  Chap-  cases  of  Brind  t.  DdUy  8  C,  &  P, 

^,  1  N.  &  P.  129,  and  5  A.  &  £.  207,  and  B&yt  v.  Pink,  Id.  361. 
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In  appeared^  that,  in  the  month  of  November,  1840,  the  fg4|^ 
plaintifF,  Miss  Davey,  had  been  staying  at  the  Horse-Shoe 
Inn,  at  the  Stones-End,  in  the  borough  of  Southwark, 
and,  wishing  to  forward  her  luggage  to  Lindfield,  she  had 
sent  to  the  Talbot  Inn,  in  the  Borough,  from  which  the 
Tan  of  the  defendant,  who  was  the  Lindfield  carrier,  started, 
to  desire  that  the  van  might  be  brought  to  call  for  her  lug- 
gage at  the  Horse- Shoe  Inn.  It  further  appeared,  that,  on 
the  12th  of  November,  the  defendant's  van,  driven  by  a 
servant  of  the  defendant  named  AUen,  was  brought  to  the 
door  of  the  Horse-Shoe  Inn,  when  the  luggage  of  the 
plaintiff  was  put  into  the  van,  from  which  it  was  afterwards 
lost  while  the  van  was  on  its  way  to  Lindfield,  and  while 
the  driver  of  the  van  was  asleep.  Among  the  articles 
lost  were  some  silk  dresses  and  an  eye-glass  with  a  gold 
chain  attached  to  it,  by  which  it  was  intended  to  be  hung 
round  the  neck  of  the  wearer.  The  contents  of  the  trunk, 
&c.,  were  proved  by  a  female  servant,  who  assisted  the 
plaintiff  in  packing  them ;  but  as  this  witness  did  not  see 
the  two  five  pound  Lewes  Old  Bank  notes,  there  was  no 
evidence  as  to  them. 

Peiersdorfff  for  the  defendant. — I  submit  that  the  de- 
fendant is  not  liable  in  this  action.  To  make  a  carrier 
liable  in  an  action  of  this  sort,  the  goods  should  be  left  at 
the  usual,  proper,  and  recognised  booking-office  of  the  car- 
rier, and  received  there  by  some  agent  of  the  carrier  for 
the  purpose  of  their  being  carried.  In  the  present  case  the 
goods,  instead  of  being  booked  at  the  Talbot  Inn,  were  put 
into  the  van  at  the  Horse-Shoe  Inn,  a  house  with  which 
the  defendant  had  nothing  whatever  to  do.  But  even  if 
the  defendant  be  liable  at  all,  I  submit  that  he  is  not  liable 
for  the  silk  dresses  and  other  articles  made  of  silk,  or  for 
the  gold  chain  and  eye-glass ;  for,  by  the  1st  section  of  the 
Carriers'  Act  (aj,  11  Geo.  4  &  1  Will.  4,  c.  68,  it  is  enacted, 

(a)  By  the  1st  section  of  the  stat.  is  enacted,  ''That,  from  and  after 
1 1  Geo.  4  &  1  Will.  4,  c,  68,  it      the  passing  of  this  act,  no  mail  con- 
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^'that  carriers  shall  not  be  liable  for  'trinkets/  or  for 
'  silks  in  a  manufactured  or  an  unmanufactured  state^  and 


tractor,  stage  coach  proprietor,  or 
other  common  carrier  hy  land  for 
hire,  shall  be  liable  for  Uie  loss  of 
or  injury  to  any  article  or  articles 
or  property  of  the  descriptions  fol- 
lowing; (that  is  to  say),  gold  or 
silver  coin  of  this  realm  or  of  any 
foreign  state,  or  any  gold  or  sflver 
in  a  manufactured  or  unmanufac- 
tured state,  or  any  precious  stones, 
jewellery,  watches,  clocks,  or  time- 
pieces of  any  description,  trinkets, 
bills,  notes  of  the  governor  and 
company  of  the  Banks  of  England, 
Scotland  and  Ireland  respectively, 
or  of  any  other  bank  in  Great  Bri- 
tain or  Ireland,  orders,  notes,  or 
securities  for  payment  of  money, 
English  or  foreign,  stamps,  maps, 
writings,  title  deeds,  paintings, 
engravings,  pictures,  gold  or  sil- 
ver plate  or  plated  articles,  glass, 
china,  silks  in  a  manufactured  or 
unmanufactured  state,  and  whe- 
ther wrought  up  or  not  wrought 
up  with  other  materials,  furs,  or 
lace,  or  any  of  them,  contained  in 
any  parcel  or  packages  which  shall 
have  been  delivered,  either  to  be 
carried  for  hire  or  to  accompany 
the  person  of  any  passenger  in  any 
mail  or  stage  coach  or  other  pub- 
lic conveyance,  when  the  value  of 
such  article  or  articles  or  property 
aforesaid,  contained  in  such  parcel 
or  package,  shall  exceed  the  sum 
of  ten  pounds,  unless  at  the  time 
of  the  delivery  thereof  at  the  of- 
fice, warehouse,  or  receiving  house 
of  such  mail  contractor,  stage 
coach  proprietor,  or  other  com- 
mon carrier,  or  to  his,  her,  or  their 
book-keeper,  coachman,  or  other 


servant,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
carried,  or  of  accompanying  the 
person  of  any  passenger  as  afore- 
said, the  value  and  nature  of  such 
article  or  articles  or  property  shall 
have  been  declared  by  the  person 
or  persons  sending  or  delivering 
the  same,  and  such  increased 
charge  as  hereinafter  mentioned, 
or  an  engagement  to  pay  the  same, 
be  accepted  by  the  person  re- 
ceiving such  parcel  or  package." 
And  by  section  2,  '*  that  when 
any  parcel  or  package  containing 
any  of  the  articles  above  specified 
shall  be  so  delivered,  and  its  value 
and  contents  declared  as  aforesaid, 
and  such  value  shall  exceed  the 
sum  of  ten  pounds,  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  such  mail  contractors,  stage 
coach  proprietors,  and  other  com- 
mon carriers,  to  demand  and  re- 
ceive an  increased  rate  of  chai^, 
to  be  notified  by  some  notice  af- 
fixed in  legible  characters  in  some 
public  and  conspiaious  part  of 
the  office,  warehouse,  or  other  re- 
ceiving house  where  such  parcels 
or  packages  are  received  by  them 
for  the  purpose  of  conveyance, 
stating  the  increased  rates  of 
charge  required  to  be  paid  over 
and  above  the  ordinary  rate  of 
carriage  as  a  compensation  for  the 
greater  risk  and  care  to  be  taken 
for  the  safe  conveyance  of  such 
valuable  articles;  and  all  persons 
sending  or  delivering  parcels  or 
packages  containing  such  valua- 
ble articles  as  aforesaid  at  such 
office  shall  be  bound  by  such  no- 
tice, without  further  proof  of  the 
same  having  come  to  their  know- 
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whether  wrought  up  or  not  wrought  up  with  other  mate- 
riak^'  {b),  unless  the  value  be  declared^  and  an  increased 
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ledge."  And  also  by  sect.  4,  ''  That, 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  Sep- 
tember now  next  ensuing,  no  pub- 
lic notice  or  declaration  hereto- 
fore made  or  hereafter  to  be  made 
shall  be  deemed  or  construed  to 
limit  or  in  anywise  afiect  the  lia- 
bility at  common  law  of  any  such 
mail  contractors,  stage  coach  pro- 
prietors, or  other  public  common 
carriers  as  aforesaid,  for  or  in  re- 
spect of  any  articles  or  goods  to  be 
carried  and  conveyed  by  them ; 
but  that  all  and  every  such  mail 
contractors,  stage  coach  proprie- 
tors, and  other  common  carriers 
as  aforesaid,  shall,  from  and  afler 
the  said  first  day  of  September,  be 
liable,  as  at  the  common  law,  to 
answer  for  the  loss  or  any  injury 
to  any  articles  and  goods  in  re- 
spect whereof  they  may  not  be  en- 
titled to  the  benefit  of  this  act,  any 
public  notice  or  declaration  by 
them  made  and  given  contrary 
thereto,  or  in  anywise  limiting 
such  liability,  notwithstanding." 
And  by  sect.  5,  "That  for  the 
purposes  of  this  act  every  office, 
warehouse,  or  receiving  house, 
whicli  shall  be  used  or  appointed 
by  any  mail  contractor  or  stage 
coach  proprietor  or  other  such 
common  carrier  as  aforesaid,  for 
the  receiving  of  parcels  to  be  con- 
veyed as  aforesaid,  shall  be  deemed 
and  taken  to  be  the  receiving  house, 
warehouse,  or  office  of  such  mail 
contractor,  stage  coach  proprietor, 
or  other  common  carrier;  and 
that  any  one  or  more  of  such  mail 
ocmtractors,  stage  coach  proprie- 
tors, or  common  carriers,  shall  be 

VOL.  I. 


liable  to  be  sued  by  his,  her,  or 
their  name  or  names  only;  and  that 
no  action  or  suit  commenced  to 
recover  damages  for  loss  or  injury 
to  any  parcel,  package,  or  person, 
shall  abate  for  the  want  of  joining 
any  co-proprietor  or  co-partner  in 
such  mail,  stage  coach,  or  other 
public  conveyance  by  land  for 
hire  as  aforesaid."  And  also,  by 
sect.  6,  **  That  nothing  in  this  act 
contained  shall  extend  or  be  con- 
strued to  annul  or  in  anywise  affect 
any  special  contract  between  such 
mail  contractor,  stage  coach  pro- 
prietor, or  common  carrier,  or  any 
other  parties,  for  the  conveyance 
of  goods  and  merchandizes."  And 
also,  by  sect.  8,  "  That  nothing  in 
this  act  shall  be  deemed  to  pro- 
tect any  mail  contractor,  stage 
coach  proprietor,  or  other  com- 
mon carrier  for  hire  from  liability 
to  answer  for  loss  or  injury  to  any 
goods  or  articles  whatsoever,  aris- 
ing from  the  felonious  acts  of  any 
coachman,  guard,  book-keeper,  por- 
ter, or  other  servant  in  his  or  their 
employ,  nor  to  protect  any  such 
coachman,  guard,  book-keeper,  or 
other  servant  from  liability  for  any 
loss  or  injury  occasioned  by  his  or 
their  own  personal  neglect  or  mis- 
conduct" But,  by  sect.  9,  carriers, 
although  the  value  of  the  goods  is 
declared,  are  not  to  be  liable  fur 
more  than  the  value  proved  at  the 
trial ;  and  by  sect.  10,  they  may 
pay  money  into  Court. 

(b)  It  may  be  worthy  of  con- 
sideration, whether  the  words 
"  wrought  up  with  other  mate- 
rials," do  not  refer  to  popluis,  chal- 

E  N.  P. 
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rate  of  carriage  paid.  I  subinit  that  the  eje-gUaa  and 
chain  are  trinkets,  and  that  the  silk  dresses  are  silks  within 
the  meaning  of  the  enactment. 

Lord  AbinoeRj  C.  B.,  (in  summing  np). — Silk  dresses 
made  np  for  wear  clearly  do  not  come  within  the  meaning 
of  the  enactment  that  has  been  relied  on  by  the  learned 
couDsel  for  the  defendant  (c).  Nor  can  a  gold  chain  naed 
for  an  eye-glass  be  considered  as  a  trinket  {d).  The  object 
of  the  Legislature^  no  doubt,  was  to  protect  carriers  firom 
liability,  where  goods  of  great  value  were  intrusted  to 
them,  and  they  did  not  have  due  notice  of  the  amount  of 
such  value.  With  respect  to  the  other  point,  it  appears 
that  the  defendant's  servant  and  van  called  for  these  things 
at  the  Horse-Shoe,  just  as  it  is  the  custom  for  carriers  to 
do.  If  you  are  satisfied  that  this  luggage  was  delivered  to 
the  defendants  servant,  as  has  been  proved,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  the  defendant  is  just  as  much  liable  in  this  action  as  if 
he  had  taken  up  these  goods  at  the  Talbot  instead  of  having 
taken  them  up  at  the  Horse-Shoe  («). 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff — Damages  £25. 

Humjrey  and  Comer,  for  the  plaintiff. 
Peiersdofffj  for  the  defendant. 

[Attomies — O.  ^  C.  Comer ^  and  HaU  Sf  Co."] 


HeSi  and  other  goods  composed  of  a 
mixture  of  silk  and  worsted,  or  silk 
and  cotton,  and  the  like. 

(e)  With  respect  to  the  con- 
struction of  this  enactment  as  to 
fUrs,  see  the  case  of  Mayhew  y. 
Nelttm,  6  C.  &  P.  58. 

{d)  Dr.  Johnson,  in  his  Diction- 
ary, defines  trinkets  to  be  "  Toys ; 
ornaments  of  dress ;  superfluities  of 
decoration." 

(e)  In  the  case  of  Symt  v.  Chap' 
lin,  5  A.  &  E.  634,  and  1  N.  &  P* 


129,  the  plaintiff  sent  a  parcel,  di- 
rected to  a  person  in  London,  to 
the  postmaster  of  Bradford,  to 
be  forwarded  to  Melksham.  The 
postmaster  received  2d,  to  book 
the  parcel,  and  sent  it  by  a  mail 
cart  to  the  King's  Arms,  at  Melk- 
sham. He  was  accustomed  so  to 
take  in  parcels  for  the  mail  cart. 
The  innkeeper,  at  Melksham, 
booked  the  parcel  for  London, 
charging  2d,  as  **  booking"  for  his 
own  trouble,  and  also  charging  on 
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thft  parcel  the  demand  for  carriage 
from  Bradford,  which  he  had  paid. 
He  forwarded  the  parcel  hy  a  mail 
coach  (of  which  the  defendants 
were  proprietors)  to  London.  Se- 
Teral  coaches  used  to  stop  at  the 
King's  Arms ;  and  this  mail  pulled 
up  there,  hut  did  not  change  horses. 
The  innkeeper  had  no  express  au- 
thority from  the  defendants  to  take 
ID  parcels,  and  used  his  discretion 
in  sending  them  hy  mail  or  any 
other  coach.     No  regular  hooking- 


ofBce  was  kept  at  the  King's 
Arms.  The  parcel  was  lost: — 
Heldy  first,  that,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  in  this  parcel,  the  King's 
Arms  was  a  receiving-house  of  the 
defendants  within  the  Carriers' 
Act,  11  Geo.  4  &  1  Will.  4, 
c.  68;  and,  secondly,  that  the 
plaintiff  might  properly  sue  the  de- 
fendants on  a  contract  to  carry 
from  Melksham  to  London.  See 
the  case  of  Hawkes  v.  Smithy  post, 
p.  72. 
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Second  Sitting  at  Westminster  in  Michaelmas  Term,  1841. 


BEFORE    MB.    BARON    GURNEY. 


Attwaters  V,  Courtney. 


Ai 


Nov.  16. 


SSUMPSIT  for  the  board  and  lodging  of  the  defend-  A.  placed  his 
ant's  son,  and  for  teaching  liim  the  profession  and  calling  chemist  and 
of  a  chemist  and  druggist,  with  a  count  upon  an  account  f^d't^pt^ 

stated.       Plea — ^Non  assumpsit.  his  examination 

at  Apothecaries 

It  was  opened  by  Humfrey  for  the  plaintiff,  that  the  Hail,  but  was 

1   •    ^-.fl*  "L        •  J.        J    J  •  ^  •  1-      •  delayed  in  so 

plaintin  was  a  chemist  and  druggist,  carrying  on  business  doing  by  ill 
in  King's  Road,  Chelsea;  and  that,  in  the  year  1835,  the  f^t'^ided^^a?' 
son  of  the  defendant  had  gone  to  the  plaintiff's  house  and  A.'s  son  should 

be  apprenticed 

resided  there,  in  the  expectation  that  he  was  to  be  ap-  to  B ,  but  he 
prenticed  to  the  plaintiff;  but  although  he  had  stayed  in  *^l^  ^j^^  g* 
the  plaintiff's  house,  and  had  boarded  and  lodged  there,  J*^*"*  **^'.  . 
and  had  been  taught  the  business  of  a  chemist  and  drug-  ing,  and  being 
gist,  no  indenture  had  been  ever  executed,  and  no  pay-  ncssofache-" 

mist  and  druf^. 

gist,  and  he  then 
left  B^  and  was  never  apprenticed  to  him : — Held^  that,  to  entitle  B.  to  recover  for  the  board,  lodg- 
iBf,and  teaching  of  A.'s  son,  the  jury  must  be  satisfied  that  A/s  son  was  placed  with  B.  upon  an 
Sfrcement  or  understanding  that  B.  was  to  be  paid  for  his  board  and  lodging  and  for  teaching  him  ; 
bat  that  if  the  jury  were  not  so  satisfied,  or  if  they  thought  that  A.*s  son  was  not  to  be  paid  for  till 
Bw  had  passed  his  examination  at  Apothecaries'  Hall,  and  that  A.'s  son  was  then  to  be  apprenticed 
t»  B.  as  an  apothecary : — Heldt  that  B.  was  not  entitled  to  recover  any  thing  for  the  board  and 
ladgisg  and  teaching  daring  the  five  years. 

e2 
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1841.        ment  of  any  kind  made  in  respect  of  him  by  the  defendant 
J^^^TI^KB    to  the  plaintiflf. 
^     »•  It  was  proved,  that  the  son  of  the  defendant  had  Kved  at 

Courtney.  .     , 

the  plaintiff^s  house  and  boarded  with  the  family  firom  the 
month  of  June,  1835,  to  the  month  of  February,  1840, 
when  he  left ;  and  that,  during  the  time  that  he  was  at  the 
plaintiff^s  house,  he  was  learning  the  business  of  a  chemist 
and  druggist. 

It  was  proved  by  Mr.  Gregory,  a  surgeon,  that  during 
the  first  three  years  the  services  of  a  lad  in  the  shop  of  a 
chemist  and  druggist  would  not  be  worth  his  board  and 
lodging  in  the  family ;  but  that  after  that  time  his  services 
would  be  of  value,  but  that  much  would  depend  on  the 
young  man  himself.  This  witness  and  Mr.  Stephens,  also 
a  surgeon,  stated,  that  £150  would  be  a  moderate  pre- 
mium for  an  apprentice  in  a  business  like  the  plaintiff's, 
where  he  was  to  live  with  the  family.  It  was  also  proved 
by  Mr.  Alfred  King,  that,  within  six  months  after  the 
defendant's  son  had  gone  to  the  plaintiff's  house,  the 
defendant  spoke  to  him  on  the  subject  of  his  son  being 
apprenticed  to  the  plaintiff,  and  consulted  him  as  to  what 
premium  he  ought  to  give.  It  was  further  proved  by  Mr, 
Alfred  King,  that  the  plaintiff  had  told  him  that  he  was 
not  a  licentiate  of  the  Apothecaries'  Company,  and  that 
he  had  intended  passing  his  examination  at  Apothecaries' 
Hall,  but  had  deferred  doing  so  on  account  of  the  state 
of  his  health ;  of  all  which  the  defendant  was  aware. 

TJiesiger,  for  the  defendant. — Does  your  Lordship  think 
there  is  any  evidence  of  a  contract  between  these  parties  ? 

GuRNEY,  B. — There  is  no  direct  evidence  of  any  con- 
tract ;  but,  from  the  inquiries  made  by  the  defendant  of 
Mr.  Alfred  King,  I  cannot  say  that  the  jury  may  not  infer 
a  contract. 

Tliesiger  addressed  the  jury  for  the  defendant. — Before 
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yon  can  find  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  it  is  necessary  that 
you  should  be  satisfied  that  this  lad  was  placed  with  the 
plaintiff  on  the  terms  that  the  plaintiff  should  be  paid.  v. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  it  was  intended  that  the  son  of  the 
defendant  should  be  apprenticed  to  the  plaintiff^  and  then, 
beyond  all  question,  a  premium  would  have  been  paid.  If 
it  had  been  intended  that  any  payment  should  have  been 
made  before  the  apprenticeship  commenced,  the  plaintiff 
would  not  have  lain  by  for  five  years  without  some  pay- 
ment having  been  made^  or  at  least  without  some  claim 
of  payment  on  his  part;  however,  so  far  from  that,  it 
would  appear,  by  a  letter  of  the  plaintiff  dated  the  27th 
of  February,  1840,  that  even  then  the  plaintiff  considered 
that  he  had  no  legal  claim  on  the  defendant.  The  truth, 
no  doubt,  was,  that  both  parties  were  waiting  till  the  plain- 
tiff had  passed  his  examination  at  Apothecaries'  Hall ;  and 
that  the  intention  was,  that,  as  soon  as  that  examination 
was  passed,  the  lad  should  be  bound  apprentice  to  the 
plaintiff,  not  as  a  chemist  and  druggist,  but  as  an  apothe- 
cary, which  would  give  the  lad  the  privilege  of  passing  his 
own  examination  when  he  was  otherwise  qualified  to  do 
so,  and  that  then,  and  not  till  then,  a  proper  premium 
was  to  be  paid.  The  plaintiff  must  satisfy  you  that  the 
lad  was  in  his  house  on  the  terms  of  being  paid  for.  Now, 
his  own  letter  will  shew  that  the  lad  was  placed  there  on 
the  terms  of  not  being  paid  for. 

The  letter  of  the  plaintiff,  dated  February,  27th,  1840, 
addressed  to  the  defendant,  was  put  in.  The  following 
is  an  extract : — 

"Your  son  was  with  me  nearly  five  years,  during  which 
time  he  became  in  some  measure  acquainted  with  the 
business,  and  might  have  been  much  more  so  but  for  his 
inattention  and  neglect.  You  must  be  convinced,  from 
the  complaints  to  which  I  have  been  obliged  to  call  your 
attention,  that,  for  some  time,  he  has  been  quite  the 
reverse  of  a  good  and  profitable  assistant;  on  the  con- 
trary, his  frequent  neglect,  impertinence,  and  mal-pre- 
piration  of  medicine,  has  caused  me  great  anxiety  of 


COVBTirKT. 
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Ig^l^        mind.    I  therefore  think,  that,  in  duty  to  myself,  I  onght 
' — '^^^      to  demand  a  compensation  adequate  to  the  time  I  have 
V.  lost,  and  the  trouble  I  have  experienced  during  the  time 

he  was  with  me.     Had  he  been  regularly  bound,  the  busi- 
ness would  have  demanded  a  handsome  premium/' 

Gurnet,  B.,  (in  summing  up). — ^The  present  claim  on 
the  part  of  the  plaintiff  is  put  on  the  ground,  that,  when 
this  youth  was  placed  with  the  plaintiff,  the  latter  was  to 
be  paid  for  his  being  there ;  and  the  question  for  you  to 
consider  is,  whether  there  was  an  agreement  or  under- 
standing between  the  plaintiff  and  the  defendant  to  that 
effect?  So  far  as  appears  to  us,  the  plaintiff  never  made 
any  claim  on  the  defendant  for  the  board  or  the  lodging, 
or  for  the  teaching  of  the  defendant's  son,  till  the  present 
action  was  brought;  and  in  the  letter  that  has  been  read, 
the  plaintiff  suggests  that  he  ought  to  have  a  compensation 
for  the  trouble  and  annoyance  he  has  had  firom  the  inat- 
tention of  the  lad;  but  he  does  not  at  all  claim  to  be  enti- 
tled to  any  thing  for  board,  lodging,  or  teaching.  You 
will  say  whether  the  board,  lodging,  and  teaching,  or  either 
of  them,  were  agreed  to  be  paid  for.  That  all  depends  on 
the  evidence  of  Mr.  King,  who  says,  that,  within  six 
months  after  the  son  of  the  defendant  went  to  the  plain- 
tiff, the  defendant  asked  him  what  premium  he  ought  to 
give.  The  plaintiff  was  then,  and  is  now,  a  chemist  and 
f^^^Sgist;  but  he  intended  to  go  up  to  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
and  was  delayed  in  so  doing  by  the  state  of  his  health ; 
and  this  appears  to  have  been  known  to  the  defendant. 
Now,  if  the  plaintiff  had  become  a  licentiate  of  the  Apo- 
thecaries' Company,  that  would  not  only  have  been  valu- 
able to  himself,  but  also  valuable  to  this  lad,  as  his  appr^- 
tice;  because,  having  served  an  apprenticeship  to  an  apothe- 
cary, he  would  be  himself  entitled  to  go  up  to  the  examinar 
tion,  and,  on  passing  it,  would  be  entitled  to  practise  as 
an  apothecary  himself.  If  you  think  that  the  lad  went  to  the 
plaintiff  on  the  terms  that  nothing  was  to  be  paid  for  him 
till  the  plaintiff  became  au  apotheciuy,  and  that  this  lad 
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was  then  to  be  apprenticed  to  him  as  such^  you  ought  to        1841, 
find  your  verdict  for  the  defendant.  ^     ^     ' 

Verdict  for  the  defendant  (a).        Courtnst. 

Hut^/rey  and  G.  Taylor,  for  the  plaintiff. 
Thesiger  and  Corner  for  the  defendant. 

[Attomies — BoydeU^  and  Hopwood,'] 

{a)  See  the  cases  of  WiOcms  v.  WeUs,  2  C.  &  P.  231,  and  EarraU  v. 
Burghari,  3  C.  &  P.  381. 


SUtings  at  Westminster  after  Michaelmas  Term,  1841. 

BEFORE    LORD   ABINOER^   C.  B. 


LUCKIE  V,  GOMFERTZ. 

A  Nov.  26. 

SSUMPSIT  by  the  plaintiff^  as  indorsee^  against  the  if  in  assumpsit 

defendant  as  the  acceptor  of  a  bill  of  exchange^  dated  the  chan***b**^in"' 
7th  of  August^  1841,  drawn  by  John  Osbom,  payable  to  dorsce  against 

acceptor*  with 

his  own  order,  for  £50  two  months  after  date,  and  by  him  a  count  upon 
indorsed  to  the  plaintiff.     Second  count  upon  an  account  ^uted^^the  de- 
stated.    Plea  to  the  first  count,  that  the  defendant  did  not  ^«»l*"i  ?!«•** 

'  to  the  nrst 

accept  the  bill,  (concluding  to  the  country) . — Replication,  a  count  that  he 
similiter.    There  was  no  plea  to  the  second  count,  and  the  and  do  not 
award  of  the  venire  was  in  the  usual  form  to  try.  theVecond  *** 

count,  and  the 
award  of  venire 

C  Clark,  for  the  defendant. — The  record  is  imperfect,  he  in  the  usual 

as  there  is  no  plea  to  the  second  count  of  the  declaration ;  jUd^^at^Nisi  ^ 

and  there  is  no  venire  to  assess  damages,  as  upon  a  judg-  Se^lssue 'dned 

ment  by  default,  on  the  second  count.     Will  your  Lordship  »nd,  if  a  verdict 

■       .  paw  for  the 

try  the  case  in  the  present  imperfect  state  of  the  record  ?     plaintiff,  a  nolle 

prosequi  should 
be  entered  as 
to  the  count  upon  an  account  stated. 


-***=- 


4>f»  >k«. 


\ 


re  r-ii?:*;^!-   1   1 — Tax  rai  di  sl 


-  U*  ,!U"7    ^'S^,   f'^^iM^       aiiL  Tllf   ML-.*!HlHDg   DSZIIC  lUWVISt- 

"^  erdis:  ior  "an  pgiiiiuC  icr  liif  -—"""c  of 


Humr'^  — TiK  luamnf  muc  Einsr  l  noIk  uiubuu. 

Liurt  Aj.:M-tL.    C   II — ^TSac  s&miti:   k   dam   a:  5 
Knut.     ^  ui  tdiiiL  i«"i»:  »*^»fnr:inT  21.  t  vsek  :  bin  ywt 

'  .%.gwnm»     y<ywr  i^  Ci..  sot  /.  StaaneriS^ 
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1841. 

Hemming  v.  Brook. 

A  Nov.  27. 

SSUMPSIT  by  the  plaintiff,  as  indorsee,  against  the  de-  where,  after 

fendant  aa  the  acceptor  of  a  bill  of  exchange,  dated  May  1st,  J"ou"ht  b*^ 

1841,  drawn  by  Edward  Morris  on  the  defendant,  payable  **»«  indorsee  of 

'  -^  '  ^  ^  a  bill  of  ex- 

to  the  order  of  the  drawer,  for  £250  three  months  after  change  against 
date,  and  by  him  indorsed  to  the  plaintiff.     Plea,  that  the  ^y^l  drawer  pays 
defendant  did  not  accept.  the  acceptor 

*  part  of  the 

The   acceptance  was  proved,   and  the  cause  was  un-  amount,  the 

J   ^     J   J  indorsee  (unless 

detenaed.  he  be  suing  as 

a  trustee  for 
the  drawer) 

TapreU,  for  the  plaintiff,  stated,  that  a  sum  of  £100  had  ^^^^}^  ^^"l  * 

^      ,  ,  .        .  verdict  against 

been  paid  to  the  plaintiff  by  the  drawer  of  the  bill  since  the  acceptor 

.,  i*        1     1  1  1  1  ^  for  the  balance 

the  action  had  been  brought.  and  interest 

only,  and  when 
he  is  paid,  he 

Lord  Abinoer,  C.  B. — Is  your  client  suing  as  a  trustee  should  give 

-      .,      ^  '         ,.„.      ^  the  bill  up  to 

for  the  drawer  of  the  bill?  the  drawer. 


TapreU, — I  am  not  aware  that  he  is. 

Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — That  being  so,  your  safest  course 
is  to  take  a  verdict  for  the  balance  and  interest  only,  and 
give  the  bill  up  to  the  drawer  when  you  are  paid. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff — Damages  153/.  5«.  4rf. 

TapreU,  for  the  plaintiff. 

[Attomies — Hornby  ^  T.,  and  Wiglesworih.'] 
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1841. 

Smith  v.  MAmnif. 

ATow.  27.  A 

!■  aa  actiMi  bj  ixSSUMPSIT  bv  the  plaintiff,  as  the  indcnrsee,  against 
iiie  the  defendant,  as  the  maker  of  a  promissory  note  for 
o^F*-  12«.2t.6rf.,  dated  the  Ist  of  March,  1841,  payable  six 


the  irirmUnt  months  after  date  to  Messrs.  Ksher,  Son  k  Co.,  and  by 

pleaded  tkst  :i           ji   I. 

the  Mce  wM  in  them  indorsed  to  Messrs.  Vincent  k  Sherwood,  and  by 

o.  v.,aaatiMt,  Messrs.  Vincent  &  Sherwood  indorsed  to  the  plaintiff. 

wUieitwasM,  He»— that  the  indorsement  by  Messrs.  Vincent  &  Sher- 

the  dauB  oi 

o.  V.  on  thSt  wood  was  an  indorsement  in  blank,  and  that  after  that  in- 
order  of  Nisi  dorsement,  and  before  the  delivery  of  the  note  to  the 
tolTartte!^;  Plaii^tiff,  to  wit,  on  the  9th  of  Angust,  1841,  the  note 
and  that,  betee  came  to  and  was  in  the  hands  of  one  Geoi^  Vincent,  who 

any  award  was  , 

made,  the  note  then,  and  at  the  time  of  the  making  of  the  cnrder  of  Nisi 

ofsood^tii  Prius  hereinafter  mentioned,  was  the  lawful  holder  there- 

deUvmdtotiie  of ;  and  that  whilst  the  note  was  SO  in  the  hands  of  the 

plaintiff;  — *  ' 


that  the  plain-    George  Vincent  as  aforesaid,  by  a  certain  order  of  Nisi 

tiir,  at  the  time  .  ,  ^ 

be  took  the  note,  Prius  made  at  the  assizes  at  Croydon,  holden  on  the  9th  of 
S^tf  tuAe  Angust,  5  Vict.,  before  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  N.  C.  Tindal, 
PJf*"^ '  5*-    (stating  the  caption  of  the  Nisi  Prius  side  of  the  assizes), 

plicatioQy  that 

the  pUinUiThad  ''it  was  Ordered,  with  the  consent  of  the  said  Geoige  Vin- 

ledge  of  the   '  c^^^t,  that,  amongst  other  things,  the  said  promissory  note, 

JJTJAaLon  *"*^  ^^  chum  of  the  said  Oeoi^e  Vincent  in  respect 

these  pleadings  thereof,  should  be  and  the  same  was  then  and  thereby  re- 

the  defendant       -         ,  ,  i    <•      i    / 

must  begin,  as  ferrcd  to  the  award,  order,  arbitrament,  and  final  deter- 
kiMwie^  of  niination  of  one  William  Bagley,  Esq.,  barrister-at-hiw,  in 
the  other  fiKts    fj^Q  ^^  order  mentioned,  as  by  the  said  order,  reference 

watan  essential  '  "^  ' 

part  of  the  de-  being  thereunto  had,  will,  amongst  other  things,  fully  ap- 
pear ;  and  the  defendant  further  saith,  that  the  said  pro- 
missory note  was  delivered  to  the  plaintiff  after  the  making 
of  the  said  last-mentioned  order  of  Nisi  Prius,  before  any 
award  made  by  the  said  William  Bagley,  Esq.,  in  respect 
thereof,  and  in  violation  of  good  fedth,  and  in  firaud  and 
contempt  of  such  order ;  and  the  defendant  further  saith, 
that,  at  the  time  the  plaintiff  took  and  received  the  said 
promissory  note,  he  had  full  knowledge  of  all  the  premises 
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in  this  plea  mentioned^  and  this  the  defendant  is  ready  to         1941, 
verify/'  &c. 

Beplication — "  As  to  the  plea  of  the  defendant  the 
plaintiff  sidth^  that  he  the  plaintiff  had  not^  at  the  time 
when  he  took  and  received  the  said  promissory  note  as  in 
the  said  declaration  mentioned,  any  knowledge  of  the  pre- 
mises in  the  said  plea  mentioned,  in  manner  and  form  as 
is  therein  alleged ;  and  this  the  plaintiff  prays  may  be  in- 
quired of  by  the  country/'  Sec. 

Crowder,  for  the  defendant. — I  submit  that  on  these 
pleadings  the  plaintiff  ought  to  begin.  The  defendant  by 
his  plea  states  facts  which  are  not  denied,  and  the  plain- 
tiff answers  them  by  saying  he  had  no  notice  of  them. 
The  defendant  states  such  facts  as  put  the  plaintiff  upon 
shewing  his  title  to  sue.  In  the  case  of  Bingham  v.  Stan^ 
iey{a),  which  was  an  action  of  assumpsit  against  the  drawer 
of  a  cheque,  the  plea  was,  that  the  cheque  was  drawn 
and  delivered  to  a  third  person  to  secure  a  gaming  debt, 
and  by  him  delivered  to  the  plaintiff  without  considera- 
tion. Replication — That  it  was  delivered  to  the  plaintiff 
for  a  good  consideration ;  and  there  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench  held  that  the  illegal  drawing  of  the  cheque  was  so 
admitted  on  these  pleadings  as  to  throw  on  the  plaintiff 
the  onus  of  proving  the  consideration.  So,  in  the  present 
case,  the  plaintiff  by  traversing  the  knowledge  only,  admits 
all  the  other  facts  stated  in  the  plea.  Under  the  old  rules 
of  pleading,  if  the  defendant  had  given  evidence  of  all  the 
facts  admitted  on  this  record,  the  plaintiff  must  have  given 
evidence  as  to  how  he  came  by  the  promissory  note. 

Macaulay  and  Power,  for  the  plaintiff. — The  only  ques- 
tion here  is,  whether  the  plaintiff  had  notice  of  the  facts 
stated  or  not;  and  it  lies  upon  the  defendant  to  shew  that 
the  plaintiff  had  notice,  and  not  upon  the  plaintiff  to  shew 

(a)  1  G.  &  D.  237. 
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1841.         that  he  had  no  notice.     In  the  case  cited^  the  cheqne  was 

^^T"'^'     '      given  under  snch  circumstances  as  made  it  bad,  unless  the 

9.  plaintiff  was  a  bona  fide  holder  of  it  for  value,  and  without 

notice.     Here  the  consideration  given  for  this  note  is  not 

put  in  issue  upon  the  pleadings. 

Crowder. — A  bill  given  for  gaming  is  good  in  the  hands 
of  a  bona  fide  holder  for  value  without  notice.  The  facts 
admitted  here  would  prevent  Vincent  firom  suing,  and  the 
title  of  the  holder  is,  therefore,  impeached,  and  he  must 
shew  bona  fides  and  value,  and  the  notice  or  the  want  of  it 
is  part  of  the  bona  fides. 

Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — I  think  that  the  proof  of  this 
issue  lies  on  the  defendant.  The  preliminary  matter  stated 
in  this  plea  does  not  make  the  bill  void ;  and  it  would  not 
amount  to  a  defence  at  all  unless  the  plaintiff  had  notice 
of  it.  In  the  case  cited,  the  cheque  was  a  cheque  given 
for  an  illegal  consideration  (a);  and  unless  the  plaintiff 
could  set  it  up  by  shewing  new  facts,  which  would  entitle 
him  to  recover  on  it,  the  facts  admitted  on  the  record 
were  an  answer  to  the  action.  I  think  that  the  defendant 
must  prove  that  the  plaintiff  had  notice  of  the  facts  stated 
in  the  plea. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff. 

Macaiday  and  Power,  for  the  plaintiff. 
Crowder,  for  the  defendant. 

[ Attomies —  JV,  H,  Smith,  and  Barron  ^  CoJ] 


In  the  ensuing  Term  Crowder  applied  for  a  new  trial ; 
but  the  Court  refused  a  rule. 

(fl)  See  the  stat  5  &  6  Will.  4,  c.  41. 


X 
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1841. 
Sittings  in  London  after  Michaelmas  Term,  1841. 

BEFORE  LORD  ABINOER,  C.  B. 


Shepfard  and  Others  v,  Shoolbred  and  Others. 

TDec.  13. 
ROVER  for  wooUen  cloths.   Fleas — Ist,  That  the  plain-  Though  a 

tiffs  were  not  possessed  in  manner  and  form ;   2nd,  Not  Se  "may'bc^*"" 
guilty ;  3rd,  That  the  grievances  were  committed,  &c.,  by  *"***'"  ''** j®' 
the  leave  and  license  of  the  plaintiffs. — Replication  to  the  yet  the  right  of 
1st  and  2nd  pleas  a  similiter;  to  the  3rd,  de  injuria  and  exist  against 
without  the  leave  and  Ucense.  fnto  wCr 

Certain  goods  were  sold  by  the  plaintiffs  on  the  9th  or  10th  h»nd»  the  pro- 

perty  may  have 

September,  1840,  to  one  Green,  since  then  a  bankrupt.     It  passed  subse- 
was  submitted  to  the  jury,  that  Green  had  bought  the  **"ifG[* obtain- 
goods   firaudulently,   and   that   the   circumstances  under  f  ^  the  goods 

°  *^ '  from  the  plain- 

which  the  defendants  purchased  them  from  a  man  named  tiffs  by  fraud, 

and  sold  them 

Ridgeway  (who  had  them  from  Green)  were  such  as  to  to  the  defend- 
arouse  reasonable  suspicion  that  Ridgeway  had  not  come  defendants  were 
fjEurly  by  the  goods  in  question.  J°^  P"Y  *°  **** 

The  following  facts  were  proved  : —  not  liable  to  the 

The  plaintiffs  were  clothiers,  residing  at  Frome,  in  Somer-  trover, 
setshire,  and  having  an  establishment  in  the  City.     The  cot?on^ffo<SVof 
defendants  were  drapers,  carrying  on  large  wholesale  and  ^^e  plaintiffs  to 

the  amount  of 

retail  business  in  Tottenham  Court  Road.  £816,  and  they 

The  goods  (which  had  been  purchased  by  Green  from  g^id  by  ii.  to 

the  plaintiffs  on  a  Thursday),  were  ofthe  value  of  £816.  ^^^^589"**?,?^ 

Green  said  they  were  for  the  New  York  Market,  and  gave  transactions 

*  IT/.  1.  were  shewn  be- 

tbe  plaintiffs  references ;  they  were  sold  for  cash  mimts  one  tweenO.andR.: 
and  a  quarter  per  cent,  discount,  payable  on  the  follow-  ^i^exion  be-^* 

ing    Saturdav.  tween  the  plain- 

*=*  "  ,  tiffs  and  defend- 

They  were  sent  by  Green's  order  to  Ridgeway's  counting-  anu  was  too  re- 

1       rm  1  n^t  t  /»  i  mote  to  raise  a 

house  on  the  Thursday.     The  credit  was  afterwards  en-  cause  of  action, 
larged;  and  the  plaintiffs  applying  subsequently  for  payment  Jtelrconvinced 

that  G.  obtained, 
the  goods  originally  by  fraud,  and  that  the  defendants  bought  them  under  circumstances  whicb 
mn^t  have  convinced  them  that  the  good:}  were  so  obtained. 
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1841.  ^^®  ^ot  paid^  nor  did  they  again  see  the  goods.  Some  of 
^^  *  '  the  property  was  afterwards  transferred  to  a  shop  in  Tot- 
9.  tenham  Conrt  Road.   The  plaintiffs'  porter  proved  the  de- 

livery of  the  goods,  according  to  Green's  direction,  for 
Ridgeway,  at  the  warehouse  of  A.,  a  bill-broker  and  pawn- 
broker in  London. 

The  price  at  which  the  goods  were  sold  by  the  plaintiffs 
was  proved  to  be  a  fair  selling  price,  and  the  price  at 
which  the  defendants  bought  them,  as  appeared  by  their 
invoice,  was  sworn  to  be  such  that  the  doth  could  not  be 
made  at  that  price. 

The  examination  of  Mr.  Brown  (a  partner  in  the  de- 
fendants' house),  under  the  fiat  against  Ghreen,  was  then 
put  in  and  read;  it  was  to  the  effect  that  Bidgeway  called 
on  him  on  the  26th  of  November,  1840,  and  asked  him  to 
buy  cloth  of  the  sort  in  question,  saying,  that  it  was 
then  at  A.'s  house,  who  had  discounted  a  bill  for  him,  and 
held  the  goods  as  security ;  that  Mr.  Brown  and  Ridgeway 
went  to  the  warehouse  of  A.  and  saw  the  goods,  for  which 
he  (Mr.  Brown)  agreed  to  give  him  £589,  (although  they 
were  priced  at  nearly  double  that  amount  by  Mr.  Bidge- 
way), on  condition  that  they  answered  to  the  representation 
made  of  them  in  quality  and  quantity.  Accordingly  they 
were  sold  and  bought.  Some  of  the  cloth  was  afterwards 
sold  by  the  defendants  to  a  tailor  in  Tottenham  Court  Boad, 
at  whose  shop  it  had  been  recognised.  The  name  of  Green 
was.  never  mentioned  in  the  whole  transaction. 

For  the  defendants  it  was  submitted  there  was  no  case 
to  go  to  the  jury. 

Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — ^Although  a  fraudulent  vendee  may 
be  sued  in  trover,  I  do  not  agree  that  every  other  person 
may  be  made  subject  to  such  an  action  into  whose  hands 
the  goods  may  have  passed.  But  I  think  the  case  should 
go  to  the  jury. 

Thesiger  addressed  the  jury  for  the  defendants. 


\ 
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Lord  Abinoer,  C.  B.,  said — ^The  case  proposed  by  the 
plaintiffs  is,  that  where  the  goods  are  firaudulently  ob- 
tained and  sold,  no  property  passes  to  the  vendee,  and 
such  is  undoubtedly  the  fact ;  but  Sir  T.  Plumer'i  case  (a) 
shews,  that  where  the  original  owner  consents  to  the 
transfer,  that  effect  does  not  follow.  If  the  goods  in  this 
case  were  obtained  by  fraud,  yet,  if  the  defendants  were 
not  privy  to  that  fraud,  I  am  of  opinion  that  they  are 
not  liable  in  this  action.  Green's  story  did  not  impose 
upon  the  plaintiffs;  they  should  have  satisfied  themselves 
from  the  result  of  his  reference,  and  perhaps  they  did. 
But  for  the  rest,  the  plaintiffs  would  not  care  whether  the 
goods  went  to  Mr.  A.'s  warehouse  or  to  New  York,  where 
they  were  said  to  be  going;  those  circumstances  were  not  the 
inducement  to  give  credit.  Green  directed  the  goods 
which  he  bought  to  be  delivered  to  Ridgeway  in  Bread 


1841. 


Shepparo 

V. 

Shoolbred. 


(a)  His  Lordship  probably  al- 
luded to  the  case  of  Taylor  and  An- 
oiker,  assignees  of  Walsh,  y.  Sir 
TkomoM  PUtmer^  3  M.  &  S.  562. 
In  that  case  a  draft  for  money 
was  intrusted  to  a  broker  to  buy 
Exchequer  bills  for  his  principal, 
and  the  broker  received  the  mo- 
ney and  misapplied  it,  by  purchas- 
ing American  stock  and  bullion, 
intending  to  abscond  with  it  and  go 
to  America,  and  did  accordingly  ab- 
scond, but  was  taken  before  he 
quitted  England,  and  thereupon 
iorrendered  to  the  principal  the 
securities  for  the  American  stock 
and  the  bullion,  who  sold  the  stock 
and  received  the  proceeds ;  and  it 
was  held,  that  the  principal  was 
entitled  to  withhold  the  proceeds 
from  the  assignees  of  the  broker, 
who  became  bankrupt  on  the  day 
on  which  he  so  received  and  mis- 
applied the  money.  In  the  case 
oiB^r.B.  Walshy  4  Taunt  258, 
which  related  to  the  same  trans- 
aetioQ,  the  stockbroker  having  ad- 


vised a  proprietor  of  stock  as  to 
the  proper  time  for  disposing  of  it, 
sold  the  stock  for  him  and  re- 
ceived the  proceeds.  The  principal 
intrusted  him  to  purchase  Exche- 
quer bills  to  the  amount;  but  it 
being  too  late  an  hour  on  that  day, 
the  broker  lodged  the  money  with 
his  own  bankers,  and  gave  the 
bankers  of  his  principal  a  cheque  for 
the  amount.  On  the  following  day 
the  principal  drew  a  cheque  on  his 
bankers  for  a  larger  sum,  and  gave 
it  to  the  broker  to  purchase  Ex- 
chequer bills.  The  broker  received 
of  them  bank  bills  for  the  cheque ; 
with  a  part  he  bought  Exchequer 
bills  for  his  principal,  and  delivered 
them  to  the  bankers  of  the  principal, 
and  with  part  of  the  residue  he  paid 
for  American  stock  and  foreign  coin, 
which  he  had  previously  purchased 
with  intention  to  abscond,  and  paid 
away  the  rest  in  discharge  of  debts 
of  his  own,  and  absconded :  and  it 
was  held,  that  this  was  no  felony. 
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Igll^         Street^  vbo  thus  far  obtained  a  pn^iextT  in  them  br  tmis- 

fier  in  market  orert ;  there  was  not  anj  intimatkn  to  tbe 

defendants  from  Bidgewajr  that  he  had  pnchaaed  the 

goods  of  Green;  the  onlvgroond  erf"  inferring  frand,  diere- 

fiDte,  is  the  price  paid  fcH*  the  goods  bjr  the  drfrndanta. 

If  von  are  satisfied  that  Green  obtained  those  goods  oiigi- 

nallfT  bj  fraud,   and  that  the  drfendants  booght  them 

nnder  circumstances  vhidi  must  haTeconTinoed  them  that 

the  goods  were  so  originally  obtained  bjr  fraud,  then  jroor 

verdict  ought  to  be  for  the  plaintiffs,  if  otherwise^  fiir  the 

defendants. 

Verdict  for  the  defendants. 


F.  PoUock,  A.  G.,  KeUy,  and  S.  Martim,  fiur  the  pkintiflEi. 
Thenger,  Erie,  and  Boothby,  for  the  drfendants. 

[ Altomie*—  Wood  ^  EllU^  and  W.  H,  Jskmni,} 


RaPSOX  r.  CUBITT. 
Dee,  15.  a 

Caje  for  negti-  iVCTION  on  the  casc  for  loss  and  injury  sustained  by  the 
•n^Tterruit,  '  plaintiff,  in  consequence  of  the  n^ligence  of  the  defend- 
ud  cooieqoeot  ^^^  servants.   Declaration— That,  before  kc.,  the  plaintiff 

injury  to  plain-  *        ^ 

tie  Plea,—  was  iu  the  employ  of  certain  persons,  forming  a  society 
fendant  wat'not  Called  theClareuceClub,  as  butler,  &c. ;  and  that  the  defend- 
aMklTthe  aher-  *^^  ^**^  ^'^^  retained  by  the  said  persons  to  make  certain 
adoof,  (tiMwe      alterations  in  a  building  occupied  bv  the  said  dub,  and  cer- 

Ihrougb  which  or.  * 

the  injury  oc- 

corred),  in  manner  and  form : — Held,  That,  though  the  defendant  had  been  employed  by  a 
•odety  (the  Clarence  Club),  to  make  alieratioos  and  improvements  in  their  dnb-hovse,  and, 
though  be  had  employed  and  stipulated  with  aa  agent  A.  B.,  a  gas-fitter,  to  do  such  part  of  the 
work  as  lay  in  ktM  (A.  B.*s)  department,  yet,  if  A.  B.  had  laid  on  any  pipe  not  specified  in  his 
contract  or  estimate  with  the  defendant,  the  defendant  was  not  liable  for  injury  occasiotied 
by  the  mismanagement  or  ill  manufacture  of  this  particular  pipe. 

HM,  also,  that  if  the  pipe  in  question  had  been  included  in  A.  B.'s  contract  with  the  defend- 
ant, yet,  if^  while  the  defendant's  men  were  working  on  the  premises,  and  the  defendant's  con- 
tract was  not  yet  finished,  and  the  house  was  unoccupied,  except  by  the  plaintiflT,  (the  serrant  of 
the  club),  the  gas  had  been  turned  on  by  kis  direction  and  not  by  that  of  the  defendant  or  his 
agent,  the  defendant  was  not  liable. 

In  such  cases  as  above,  although  the  plaintiff,  through  the  negligence  of  the  defendant,  be  dis- 
abled for  life  from  performing  the  duties  of  the  oflBce  to  which  he  had  been  accustomed,  yet  the 
measure  of  his  damages  is  by  no  means  to  be  taken  from  the  amount  of  an  annuity,  wluch 
would  replace  the  annual  salary  of  the  plaintiC  For,  non  consut  that  the  plaintiff  would 
have  retained  his  situation  for  life. 

"Die  sodetyof  a  club,  through  their  committee,  employed  the  defendant  to  make  alterations 
ftc,  in  their  dub  bouse,  and  by  the  misconduct  of  the  defendant's  agent  an  acddent  occurred: — 
QiMere,  Is  the  sodety  answerable  as  prindpal,  and  is  the  defendant  free  as  intermediate 
SembU,  the  defendant,  as  relating  to  the  immediate  cause  of  the  action,  is  the  priodpaL 
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tain  gas  apparatus  belonging  to  the  buildings  and  there-  1341, 
upon  it  became  his  duty  &c.;  yet  he  did  not  use  due 
diligence ;  but,  on  the  21st  November^  1840^  conducted 
himself  in  the  alterations  upon  the  gas  apparatus  with  such 
gross  negUgencCj  that  by  means  thereof  the  gas  escaped^ 
and  diffused  itself  over  the  rooms ;  and  by  the  said  gross 
negligence  the  gas  became  ignited  and  exploded^  and  the 
plaintifP,  being  in  the  performance  of  his  said  services, 
was  burnt  and  lacerated  by  the  said  explosion,  and  was 
disabled  to  perform  his  services.  That  the  plaintiff  had 
laid  out  a  large  sum  of  money  in  procuring  medical  at- 
tendance, and  that  he  had  been  dismissed  from  his  office 
through  incapacity  to  perform  the  duties  of  it,  and  also 
that  he  is  so  injured  that  he  is  unable  to  maintain  and 
support  himself  or  his  family.  Fleas — 1st,  Not  guilty; 
2nd,  That  the  defendant  was  not  employed  to  make  the 
aUeratuma  in  the  gas  apparatus  in  manner  and  form ;  3rd, 
Payment  and  receipt  of  150/.  in  satisfaction.  Replication 
— Denial  of  the  receipt  of  150/.  in  full  satisfaction. 

The  defendant  undertook,  by  letter  of  the  29th  August, 
1840,  to  make  various  alterations  in  the  Clarence  Club 
House,  as  set  forth  in  certain  particulars;  the  particulars 
were  intituled,  "  Particulars  of  work  required  to  be  done  in 
alterations,  improvements,  repairs,  and  decorations,  at  the 
Clarence  Club  House,  per  TVm.  Cubitt,''  And  among  other 
works  specified  was,  "  The  gas-fittings  taken  up  and  gene- 
rally altered,  and  made  new  with  fittings/'  The  gas-fitter 
had  a  contract  with  the  defendant  for  the  work  to  be  done 
on  his  part.  The  work  was  done  accordingly.  While  it  was 
in  progress,  the  servants  of  the  club  slept  elsewhere ;  but, 
on  Monday,  16th  November,  1840,  the  plaintiff  (who  was 
butler  to  the  society)  and  his  wife  returned  to  the  club- 
house, by  direction  of  the  secretary  to  the  club.  The. de- 
fendant kept  his  men  at  work  late  at  night  to  bring  his 
contract  to  a  close.  The  whole  of  the  works  were  imder 
the  superintendence  of  the  defendant's  foreman.  The 
gas-fittings  having  been  completed  on  the  basement  story, 
the  gas  was  lighted  on  the  19th  November  for  the  men 
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1641.  ^  ^^^^  ^7>  <^^  ^^  lighted  again  on  the  20th.  At  one' 
o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  21st^  the  plaintiff  and  his 
wife  were  going  to  bed^  and  on  their  way  up  they  had  to- 
ascend  to  a  small  passage.  It  appeared  that  the  gas  had 
escaped  into  this  passage^  from  a  pipe  which  led  to  a 
figure  <m  the  stairs^  and  which  had  not  been  stopped, 
but  which,  one  witness,  a  gas-fitter,  said,  ought  to  have 
been  stopped.  The  gas  had  been  turned  on  about  half- 
past  4  o'clock;  it  had  been  lighted  by  the  son  of  the  gas- 
fitter  employed  by  the  defendant,  and  had  been  put  out 
about  11.  The  door  at  the  end  of  the  passage  into  which 
the  gas  had  been  forced  was  air-tight,  and  the  gas  was 
confined  in  this  particular  spot,  and  hence  the  explosion 
which  took  place,  by  ignition,  from  the  plaintiff's  candle 
when  he  came  into  the  passage.  Through  the  accident, 
tiie  plaintiff  and  his  wife  both  lost  the  use  of  their  hands, 
and  were  for  life  rendered  incapable  of  following  any  busi- 
ness in  which  manual  labour  was  required.  The  plaintiff 
was  subsequently  discharged  from  his  situation,  after  re- 
oeiving  a  gratuity  fix>in  the  club.  Shortly  after  the  acci- 
dent  the  defendant  sent  the  plaintiff  a  cheque  for  100/. 

Fart  of  the  sum  claimed  as  damages  was  the  amount  of 
money  which  would  be  required  to  purchase  an  annuity 
for  the  plaintiff,  adequate  to  the  sum  which  he  was  receiv- 
ing from  the  club. 

Biffffs  Andrews,  for  the  defendant,  submitted,  that  the 
plaintiff  must  be  called;  for  there  was  no  evidence  of 
any  defect  in  the  apparatus ;  and  the  defendant,  moreover, 
was  the  intermediate  agent  between  the  society  and  the 
party  through  whose  negligence  the  mischief  occurred. 
He  cited  Bush  v.  Steinman  (a),  and  Stone  and  Another  v. 
Cartwright  {b). 

(a)  1  B.  &  P.  404.    In  that  case,  a  quantity  of  lime  to  the  house,  and 

A.,  having  a  house  by  the  road  placed  it  in  the  road,  by  which  the 

side,  contracted  with  B.  to  repair  plaintiffs  carriage  was  overturned ; 

it  for  a  stipulated  sum;   B.  con-  and  it  was  held,  that  A.  was  an- 

tracted  with  C.  to  do  the  work;  swerable  for  the  damages  sustained, 

and  C.  with  D.  to  furnish  the  mate-  (6)  6  T.  R.  411.     In  that  case 

trials.    The  servant  of  D.  brought  it  was  held,  that  no  action  lies 
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Lard  Abingek,  C.  B. — ^As  to  your  first  objection  the        ^g^^^ 
eridence  is^  that  the  pipe  was  improperly  left  unstopped. 
I  think  that  is  a  question  for  the  jury.    The  second  point 
I  will  reserve  for  the  Court  above. 

Biggs  Andrews,  for  the  defendant^  submitted  to  the  jury, 
that  a  technical  ground  was  made  the  subject  of  this  ac- 
tion, and  that  damages  were  sought  by  the  plaintiff  for 
the  default,  not  of  the  defendant,  but  of  another.  The 
defendant  was  not  conscious  of  what  was  going  forward 
as  to  this  particular  gas-fitting.  He,  therefore,  was  not 
answerable  for  defects  in  the  apparatus ;  but,  even  if  he 
were  answerable  for  defects  in  it,  and  if  the  jury  should 
consider  that  any  defects  had  been  proved,  the  defendant 
was  not  answerable  for  the  use  of  the  apparatus ;  and  it 
appeared  that  another  person  had  the  care  of  the  gas,  and 
turned  it  on. 

He  called  the  gas-fitter  who  had  adjusted  the  pipe  in 
question,  and  who  had  a  contract  with  the  defendant  for 
what  was  to  be  done,  and  had  made  an  estimate  of  the 
work.  There  was  some  doubt,  however,  whether  the  pipe 
in  the  figure,  and  from  which  the  gas  had  escaped,  were 
induded  in  the  estimate,  or  were  extra  work.  Another 
witness,  the  son  of  the  gas-fitter,  who  had  turned  on  the 
gas  by  the  direction  of  the  defendant's  foreman,  said,  that, 
at  nine  o'clock  on  the  evening  before  the  accident,  he  saw 
the  plaintiff,  and  asked  him  if  he  should  put  out  the  gas  ? 
lliat  plaintiff  said  he  was  going  out  for  an  hour  or  two ; 
but  that  if  the  witness  would  give  directions  to  the  under 
butler  to  turn  the  gas  off  he  would  do  so. 

Lord  Abinger,  C.  B.  (in  summing  up).  —  This  is  an 
action  to  recover  damages  for  personal  injury,  for  costs  to 
which  the  plaintiff  has  been  subjected,  and  for  the  loss  of 

igminst  a  steward,  manager,  or  him  in  the  service  of  his  principal, 
agent,  for  damage  done  by  the  but  the  principal  or  those  actually 
Q^ligence   of  those  employed  by      employed  are  only  liable. 

p2 


68  CASES  AT  NISI  FRIUS, 

1341.  his  sitaation.  The  chai^  is,  that  the  defendant  undertook 
to  do  certain  work,  and  that  he  conducted  himself  with  so 
much  n^ligence  about  it  as  to  occasion  injury  to  the 
plaintiff.  I  own  I  entertain  considerable  doubt  as  to 
whether  this  action  will  lie  against  the  defendant;  the 
objection^  however,  is  upon  record:  the  question,  there- 
fore, for  you  is,  whether  negligence  by  the  defendant  or 
his  servant  was  the  cause  of  the  injury  ?  That  there  was 
something  wrong  was  evident;  but  if  any  of  the  servants 
of  the  establishment  did  any  thing  to  the  pipe  or  to  the 
gas  before  the  works  were  finished,  the  defendant  is  not 
liable.  Again. — K  you  think  that  the  extra  work,  of 
which  the  defendant's  witness  has  spoken,  and  from  defect 
in  which  it  is  said  this  accident  occurred,  was  done  by 
that  witness  without  the  defendant's  knowledge,  then  the 
defendant  is  not  answerable  for  the  injury  thus  occa- 
sioned. K,  however,  you  think  this  work  was  under- 
taken by  the  defendant,  and  that  there  was  negligence, 
then  your  verdict  must  be  for  the  plaintiff.  For  the 
damages — I  never  knew  the  aggravation  of  them  attempted 
in  so  unreasonable  a  manner  as  in  this  case.  Where  the 
accident  is  a  calamity,  and  the  defendant  is  not  particu- 
larly to  blame,  a  more  favourable  view  should  be  taken  of 
his  fault.  If  it  be  asked  that  the  jury  are  to  give  damages 
equal  to  an  annuity,  it  may  be  demanded  what  right  has 
the  plaintiff  to  calculate  that  he  would  have  continued  in 
ofiice  to  the  end  of  his  life.  I  think  it  would  be  absurd 
to  make  the  value  of  the  annuity  the  measure  of  the 
damages. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff — ^Damages  £500. 

Piatt,  C  Saunders,  and  Sir  John  Bayley,  for  plaintiff. 
Biggs  Andrews  and  Henderson,  for  defendant. 

[Attomiefl — Orlando  Webh^  and  John  Evans,'] 
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First  Sittings  in  London  in  Hilary  Term,  1842. 

BEFORE    BARON    ROLFE. 


Poole  v.  Palmer. 

DJan.  19. 
EBT  for  work  and  labour^  with  counts  for  money  paid  A  plaintiff,  by 

and  on  an  account  stated.     Plea,  nunquam  indebitatus.       adnS^^oSied  on 
The  plaintiff,  by  his  particulars  of  demand  claimed  a  *  defendant  to 

*      ^  .  admit  an  au- 

compensation  for  business  done  by  him  as  an  auctioneer  thority  to  sell 

and  estate  agent,  relative  to  an  intended  sale  of  an  estate  *<  signed  by  de- 

in  the  county  of  Surrey;  and  the  evidence  of  the  defend-  dated""  loS* 

anf  s  liability  consisted  of  a  written  authority  to  the  plain-  August,  1840 ;" 

•^  *  and  a  Judge  by 

tiff  to  sell  the  estate,  which  was  signed  by  the  defendant  consent  made 
and  others,  with  respect  to  which  the  plaintiff's  attorney  to  admit  it.' 
had  given  the  defendant's  attomev  the  following  notice  ^henthedocu- 

°  •'  o  ment  was  given 

to  admit: —  in  evidence,  the 

date,  "  Au- 


€€ 


In  the  Exchequer  of  Pleas.  S'be  w'rit^n'on 

Between  John  Ewen  Poole,  Plaintiff,  ^  fIT?l1» 

'  '  ^(?U,  that  the  de- 

and  fendant,  by  this 

ryt      1       Tk   1  -rx    <•      T  admission,  had 

Charles  Palmer,  Defendant.  precluded  him- 

self from  calling 

"  Take  notice,  that  the  plaintiff  in  this  cause  proposes  [^^^l  Snfc 
to  adduce  in  evidence  the  several  documents  hereunder  to  explain  the 

altered  date. 

specified,  and  that  the  same  may  be  inspected  by  the  de-      Sembu,  that, 
fendant,  his  attorney,  or  agent,  at  my  oflSce,  No.  9,  Shore-  gjon  of'thTs*" 
ditch,  on  Monday  next,  between  the  hours  of  four  and  six  ^*"^»  ^**®  *\f " 

'  »>  '  curacy  of  the 

o'clock  in  the  afternoon ;  and  that  the  defendant  will  be  document  is 
required  to  admit  that  sitch  of  the  said  documents  as  are 
herein  specified  to  be  originals  were  respectively  signed  or 
exectUed  as  they  purport  respectively  to  have  been;  that 
such  as  were  specified  as  copies  are  true  copies ;  and  such 
documents  as  are  stated  to  have  been  served,  sent,  or  deli- 
vered, were  so  served,  sent,  or  delivered  respectively;  saving 
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all  Just  exceptions  to  the  admissibility  of  all  such  documents 
as  evidence  in  this  cause. 

''  Dated  this  4th  day  of  December,  1841. 

"Yours,  &c., 
"To  Messrs.  Dean  §•  Creasy,       "  Heney  Ashley. 
the  Defendant's  Attornies.  9,  Shoreditch.'' 


Detcription  of  Documents, 

Date. 

Original  or  Duplicate  served, 
sent,    or  delivered,    when 
how,  and  by  whom. 

Memorandum  of  authority   to 
sell,  directed  to  plaintiff,  and 
signed  by  defendant  and  Wil. 
Ham  Sparshott,  Martha  Spar- 
shott,  Amelia  Thomback,  Jo- 
shua   Thomback,      Matilda 
Crowe,  and  F.  W.  Palmer. 

1840. 
10th  Aug. 

Original. 

Upon  this  notice  Baron  Rolfe  made  the  following  order, 
which  was  put  in: — 

"  Poole  V.  Palmer. 
"  Upon  hearing  the  attornies  or  agents  on  both  sides,  I 
order,  that,  upon  the  trial  of  this  cause,  the  defendant 
shall,  and  he  does  hereby  consent  to  make  the  admission 
specified  in  the  notice  served  by  the  plaintiflPs  attorney  or 
agent  upon  the  defendant's  attorney  or  agent,  dated  the 
4th  day  of  December,  1841,  so  far  as  respects  the  documents 
marked  1  and  7.    Dated  the  17th  day  of  January,  1842. 

"R.  M.  RoLPE.'' 


The  document  numbered  1  was  the  before-mentioned 
authority,  which  was  signed  by  the  defendant  and  others. 
It  was  put  in  and  read;  but  in  it  the  date  ''  Augusf'  was 
evidently  written  on  an  erasure. 

Creasy,  for  the  defendant. — I  submit,  that  this  admis- 
sion, under  your  Lordship's  order,  only  extends  to  the 
admitting  the  signature  to  this  document  to  be  that  of  the 
defendant,  and  that  the  defendant  is  still  entitled  to  insist 
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on  the  obvious  alteration  of  the  date  of  the  instrument,         1342. 
and  to  call  on  the  plaintiff  to  give  an  explanation  of  it. 

Evidence  was  given  to  shew,  that  the  word  "  August'* 
was  written  on  the  erasure  before  the  defendant  signed  the 
paper. 

Rolfs,  B.  (in  summing  up). — ^I  am  of  opinion,  that  in 
this  case  the  defendant  has  entirely  concluded  himself  by 
his  admission  of  this  document ;  and  that  it  is  not  open  to 
him  to  raise  any  objection  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  date 
of  it.  A  party  who  calls  on  his  adversary  thus  to  admit  a 
document^  and  which  adversary  does  so  admit  it,  is  entitled 
to  consider  that  the  accuracy  of  the  docxmient  is  conceded  to 
him ;  and  he  cannot,  at  the  trial,  be  called  upon  suddenly 
to  give  evidence  respecting  it ;  and  it  would  be  unjust  that 
he  should  do  so.  This  is  my  decided  opinion;  but,  to  save 
the  possibility  of  further  litigation,  I  will  ask  the  jury, 
whether  they  are  satisfied,  on  this  evidence,  that  the  de- 
fendant signed  this  paper  after  the  alteration  was  made  in 
its  date,  and  when  it  was  in  its  present  form. 

The  jury  found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  add- 
ing, that  they  considered  that  the  date  of 
the  authority  had  been  altered  before  the 
defendant  signed  it,  and  that  he  had 
signed  it  in  its  present  form. 

Piatt  and  JET.  James,  for  the  plaintiff. 
Creasy,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attornies — H,  Ashley,  and  Dean,  Creasy  4*  Ducon,"] 


On  a  subsequent  day.  Creasy  applied  for  a  new  trial, 
on  the  ground  that  the  damages  were  excessive ;  but  the 
Court  refused  a  rule. 
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Second  Sitting  in  London  in  Hilary  Term,  1842. 

BEFORE    MR.    BARON    R0L7E. 


Hawkes,  the  Younger  v.  Smith. 

Jan.  26.  . 

If  a  cargo  ASSUMPSIT.    The  declaration  stated,  that,  in  consi- 

tain  weight  be  deration  that  the  plaintiff  would  cause  to  be  delivered 

^er'jS  he^  ^  t^^  defendant  69  tons  17  cwt.  of  bones,  to  be  carried 

carried,  and  q^  bosurd  a  ship  from  Great  Yarmouth  to  Spalding,  the 

when  the  cargo  *^  . 

arrives  at  iu       defendant  undertook  and  faithfully  promised  to  carry 
weight i)«de-  ^  them  safely,  and  deliver  the  same  within  a  reasonable 

eridencefrom     *™®'  **^®  ^^  ^^  ^^'  *^®  Queeu^s  enemies,  fire,  acci- 

which  a  jury       dcuts  of  scas,  rivers,  and  navigation  excepted.     The  de- 
may  infer  negli* 

gence  in  the  claratiou  wcut  ou  to  state  that  the  defendant,  not  being 

STdefidency  prevented  by  either  of  the  excepted  causes,  did  not  safely 

(^  n^  *"**jj^  carry  and  deliver  the  bones  in  a  reasonable  time,  but  that, 

gence  of  the  on  the  Contrary,  by  his  negligence,  a  part  of  them  were 

carrier,  it  is  in- 
cumbent on  him    lOSt  • 

to  shew  that  Pleas— 1st,  Nou  assumpsit ;  2nd,  That  the  plaintiff  did 

not  deliver  to  the  defendant  the  bones  in  the  declaration 
mentioned  to  be  carried  by  him ;  3rd,  That  the  defendant 
took  proper  care  of  the  bones,  and  did  carry  them  safely 
and  deliver  them  in  a  reasonable  time;  4th,  That  the 
bones  were  put  on  board  in  a  damp  state,  by  reason 
whereof,  and  without  any  neglect  or  default  of  the  defend- 
ant, they  became  decomposed,  and  the  defendant,  therefore, 
could  not  perform  his  promise ;  5th,  That  the  bones  were 
not  the  property  of  the  plaintiff;  6th,  That  the  defendant, 
against  his  wiU,  was  hindered  and  prevented  by  the  plain- 
tiff from  performing  his  promise ;  7th,  That  the  defendant 
was  prevented  from  performing  his  promise  by  the  fraud 
and  covin  of  the  plaintiff. 

It  appeared,  that,  on  the  1st  of  March,  1841,  a  quantity 
of  bones,  weighing  69  tons  17  cwt.,  was  put  on  board  the 


HILARY  TERM,  5  VICT.- EX.  7S 

barge  John  and  Eliza  at  Yarmouth^  and  from  the  bill  of  1Q42. 
lading  signed  by  the  defendant^  which  was  given  in  evi- 
dence^ it  appeared  that  they  were  consigned  by  Mr. 
Coakes  to  the  defendant.  The  biU  of  lading  contained 
the  exception  stated  in  the  declaration  as  to  loss  by  the 
act  of  God^  the  Queen's  enemies,  &c.  It  was  proved,  that, 
when  the  bones  arrived  at  their  destination,  their  weight 
was  only  60  tons  10  cwt.  2  qrs.,  and  the  plaintiff's  witnesses 
stated,  that  in  their  judgment  a  cargo  of  bones  like  the 
present  would  not  lose  in  weight  more  than  about  one 
ton  in  every  twenty. 

PkUt,  for  the  defendant. — The  breach  of  contract  relied 
on  by  the  plaintiff  is  a  loss  of  part  of  these  bones  by  the  neg- 
ligence of  the  defendant.  This  is  in  effect  an  action  against 
a  carrier  for  negligence  in  not  performing  his  duty,  and 
there  is  no  evidence  of  any  negUgence  in  the  defendant. 

Goulbum,  Serjt.,  for  the  plaintiff. — The  only  evidence 
of  negligence  that  the  plaintiff  can  give  is,  by  his  proving 
that  a  large  quantity  of  bones  was  delivered  to  the  de- 
fendant to  carry,  and  that  at  the  end  of  the  voyage  the 
quantity  was  short.  A  plaintiff  could  hardly  ever  give 
evidence  of  any  particular  species  of  neglect  of  a  carrier, 
unless  he  sent  his  servant  with  the  goods  all  the  way  that 
they  went. 

E.  James,  on  the  same  side,  referred  to  the  case  of  MtuI- 
dley.  Stride  {a). 

RoLFE,  B. — It  has  been  proved,  that  more  than  69  tons 
of  bones  were  put  on  board  this  vessel,  and  that  at  the 
end  of  the  voyage  there  were  not  69  tons,  but  a  much 
smaller  weight.  I  think  that  this  is  evidence  from  which 
the  jury  may  infer  negligence;  and  that  if  there  was  no 

(a)  9C.&P.380. 
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negligence  on  the  part  of  the  defendant  he  should  shew 
that  {b). 

Piatt,  for  the  defendant,  addressed  the  jury,  and  called 
witnesses  to  prove  that  the  bones  fermented  very  much 
during  the  voyage ;  and  other  witnesses,  who  proved,  that 
they  had  known  of  cargoes  of  bones  which  had  lost 
weight  on  a  voyage  to  a  greater  extent  than  the  bones  in 
question. 

Verdict  for  the  defendant  on  the  third 
and  fourth  issues,  and  for  the 
plaintifp  on  the  other  issues. 


Gofdbum,  Seijt.,  and  E.  James,  for  the  plaintiff. 
Piatt,  and  BovW,  for  the  defendant. 


[Attornies — ffiUis  ^  Co.,  and  JordesonJ] 


.  (6)  In  the  case  of  Oin}ari  and 
Another  v.  Dale,  1  Nev.  &  P.  22,  it 
iras  held,  that  in  an  action  on  the  case 
against  a  bookingK>ffice  keeper  for 
the  loss  of  a  parcel  hj  negligence, 
it  is  not  sufficient  evidence  of  neg- 
ligence to  shew,  that  the  parcel  was 
delivered  to  the  defendant,  and  that 
it  had  not  reached  its  destination ; 
and  Mr.  Justice  Paiteton  said,  "  Let 
us  look  at  what  the  contract  with 
the  defendant  is.  The  defendant  is 
not  a  carrier,  he  is  the  keeper  of 
a  hooking-office,  and  his  contract 
with  the  plaintifis  is  to  take  care  of 
those  goods  left  with  him,  that  they 


may  be  forwarded  to  their  destina- 
tion, either  by  coach  or  by  some 
carrier;  in  other  words,  his  con- 
tract is  to  deliver  them  to  some  car- 
rier, in  order  that  they  may  be  for- 
warded. Now  the  contract  of  a 
carrier  is  to  deliver  to  the  consig- 
nee, and  Griffiths  v.  Lee,  (1  C.  &  P. 
110,)  is  very  good  authority  to 
shew  that  the  non-dehvery  to  the 
consignee  is  sufficient  evidence  of 
negligence  against  the  carrier,  for 
hie  contract  is  to  deliver  the  goods." 
See  the  case  of  Griffiths  v.  Lee^  1 C. 
&  P.  110,  and  the  authorities  there 
referred  to. 
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COURT  OF   COMMON   PLEAS. 


Sittings  in  London  after  Michaelmas  Term,  1841. 

BEFORE  LORD  CHIEF  JUSTICE  TINDAL. 


Israel  Alexander  and  Henrietta  Alexander  v. 

BURCHFIELD. 

Declaration— That  the  defendant,  on  the  10th  of  The  plaintiflfii 

March,  1840,  made  his  draft  on  Young  &  Son,  bankers,  JJe  defendant 

and  thereby  required  them  to  pay  the  plaintiflFs  48/.  16*.  6rf.,  J^J^«  ^^^^ 

and  then  delivered  &c.;  and  that  Young  &  Son  did  not  and  in  payment 

pay  the  said  draft,  though  the  same  was  then  presented  gave  a  cheque 

to  them  for  payment.     Pleas— That  the  defendant  made  whicMhepuTn^^ 

his  draft  aforesaid,   directed   as  aforesaid,  and  that   the  tiffs  crossed  to 

their  own  bank- 

plaintiffs  took  it  in  payment,  &c. ;  and  that  the  draft  was  ers  and  paid  in 

not  duly  presented  for  payment,  nor  within  a  reasonable  luh  of  the  same 

and  proper  time  in  that  behalf.     Replication— That  the  fenSlnVJbankl 

plaintiffs  ought  not  to  be  barred  &c.,  because  they  say  ers  did  not  use 

IT  ^**®  clearing- 

that  the  said  draft  was   duly  presented,  (concluding  to  house  in  Lom- 

^\x^  ^^^'^4-m^\  bard-street,  and 

the  country) .  accordingly  the 

This  was  an  action  on  a  bankers'  cheque,  and  the  ques-  Plaintiffs'  bank- 

*  ^  ers  presented 

tion  was,  whether  the  cheque  was  presented  in  due  time,  the  cheque  to 

The  plaintiffs  were  auctioneers,  keeping  a  repository  for  ant*s  bankers 

the  sale  of  horses,  &c.      On  the  10th  of  March,   1840,  ^lele jf  oAer- 

they  had  a  sale,  which  the  defendant  attended,  and  he  ^*®«;  **^«y 

•^  ^  ^  would  have  pre- 

there  bought   two  horses.      The   cheque,  on  which  this  sented  it  at  the 

action   was   brought,  was   given  for  the   price   of  those  on  the  evening 

horses.     The  last  horse  purchased  by  the  defendant  on  T^^J^defen^ant's 

that  dav  was  purchased  after  four  o'clock  on  the  after-  bankers  had 

*  stopped  pay- 

ment  on  the 

12th  : — HMy  that  the  bankers  of  the  plaintiffs  had  acted  in  strict  accordance  with  the  rules  of 
mercantile  law;  but  that  the  plaintiffs  themselves  had  been  guilty  of  laches  in  not  paying  the 
cheque  to  their  bankers  on  the  10th,  if  they  received  it  within  banking  hours. 
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1841.        iiooii  of  tlic  10th  of  March,  1840,  and  the  defendant  ap- 
/     ^    "      plied  then  to  have  the  horses  delivered  to  him,  and  gave  the 

Albxandbr     '^  ^  ^  .     . 

«.  cheque  in  question  in  payment.    One  of  the  plaintiffs,  who 

was  the  auctioneer  on  the  occasion,  said,  '^It  is  rather  late 
in  the  day  for  a  cheque ;"  to  which  the  defendant  answer- 
ed, "  Cross  it  with  your  bankers^  name,  and  pay  it  in  to- 
morrow, and  it  will  be  all  right/^  The  auctioneer  accord- 
ingly did  write  his  bankers^  name  (Whitmore  &  Co.)  across 
the  cheque,  and  the  horses  were  delivered  to  the  defendant. 
On  the  next  day,  (the  11th  of  March,  1840),  the  plaintiffs 
paid  the  cheque  into  their  bankers'  house.  The  cheque 
was  drawn  upon  a  house  of  the  name  of  Young  &  Son, 
bankers,  in  Smithfield.  It  was  not  the  practice  of  Young  & 
Son,  that  their  clerk  should  meet  the  clerks  of  other 
bankers,  at  the  clearing-house,  in  Lombard  Street.  It  was 
proved,  that  cheques  are  presented,  according  to  the  course 
of  business,  at  the  clearing-house,  for  those  who  use  the 
clearing-house,  the  same  evening,  and  other  cheques  are 
sent  out  the  day  after  they  are  received.  Whitmore  &  Co. 
presented  the  cheque  for  payment  to  Young  &  Son  on 
the  12th.  The  answer  was  "  No  order  -/'  and  Young  & 
Son  did  not  pay  any  thing  after  half-past  nine  on  the 
morning  of  that  day. 

The  witnesses,  for  the  defendant,  spoke  to  the  hour  of 
the  sale  being  earlier  than  that  mentioned,  and  also  contra- 
dicted the  evidence  as  to  the  special  contract  respecting 
crossing  the  cheque  with  the  name  of  the  plaintiffs' 
bankers. 

Sir  T.  Wilde,  for  the  plaintiffs,  submitted,  that  they 
must  have  a  verdict.  The  law  was,  that  a  man  was  en- 
titled to  pay  his  cheques  into  his  bankers'  hands,  instead 
of  putting  himself  to  the  inconvenience  of  presenting  them 
in  person ;  and  he  may  present  them  at  any  time  on  the 
day  after  he  receives  them. 

TiNDAL,  C.  J. — I  agree  with  you,  that  it  is  sufficient  if 
they  be  presented  at  any  time  on  the  next  day. 
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Sir  T.  WiMe. — ^Then  the  effect  of  the  plaintiffs'  paying         \^\^ 
it  in  to  their  own  bankers,  instead  of  presenting  it  to  the     /     ^     " 
bankers  of  the  defendant,  is  to  prolong  the  presentment  v. 

of  it  for  another  day ;  for  the  banker  always  has  one  flay 
to  present.  There  was,  therefore,  no  unnecessary  delay 
on  the  part  of  the  plaintiffs. 

TiNDAL,  C.  J.,  in  summing  up. — This  is  an  action  brought 
upon  a  cheque  dated  10th  of  March,  1840 ;  and  the  question 
raised  for  your  consideration  is,  whether  this  cheque  was 
presented  to  the  parties,  on  whom  it  was  drawn,  in  due  and 
reasonable  time?  It  was  received  by  the  plaintiffs  on  the 
10th,  and  paid  in  to  their  bankers  on  the  11th,  and  by  them 
presented  in  time,  as  far  as  their  customer  was  concerned, 
viz.  on  Friday  the  12th.  Young  &  Co.,  on  whom  the  cheque 
was  drawn,  were  not  persons  who  used  the  clearing-house. 
The  question  is,  whether  the  cheque  was  presented  in 
time,  not  being  presented  till  Friday  the  12th?  The 
counsel  for  the  plaintiffs  has  rested  his  case  on  two 
grounds :  1st,  on  the  general  law  of  merchants ;  and, 
2ndly,  on  a  particular  agreement  between  the  parties.  If 
the  particular  agreement  is  made  out  to  your  satisfaction, 
it  will  dispense  with  the  general  law,  whatever  that  law 
may  be.  The  only  way  in  which  I  can  state  the  rule  of 
law  to  you  is  this,  that,  if  a  party  receive  a  cheque  on  a 
particular  day,  he  may  present  it  at  any  time  during  bank- 
ing hours  on  the  following  day  to  that  on  which  he  re- 
ceived it.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  decision  which  says,  that 
a  person  may  keep  it  all  the  first  day,  and  on  the  second  pay 
it  in  to  his  own  bankers',  and  that  they  may  present  it  on  the 
third  day.  The  cases  which  seem  to  bear  upon  this  point 
relate  only  to  the  notice  of  dishonour,  and  not  to  the  time 
of  presentment.  I  cannot  agree,  that,  if  a  bill  becomes 
due,  say  on  the  Ist  of  March,  the  holder  may  pay  it  in  to 
his  banker's  on  the  2nd  of  March,  and  that  his  banker 
will  have  till  the  following  day,  the  third,  to  present  it. 
It  is  good  law  as  to  notice,  but  I  do  not  think  that  it  is 
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applicable  to  the  time  for  presentment  of  a  cheque :  but 
the  question  may  be  considered  in  the  Court  above^  if  it 
should  become  necessary. 

Verdict  for  the  defendant. 

Sir  T.  Hllde,  Humjrey,  and  Hoggins,  for  the  plaintiffs. 
Channelly  Seijt.,  F.  V.  Lee,  and  Fish,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attornies — Lewis,  and  Robituon,  Hine  ^  Robinson,'] 


Second  Sitting  in  Middlesex  in  Michaelmas  Term,  1841. 

BEFORE    MR.    JUSTICE    ERSKINE. 


Agar  v.  Young. 

Where,  in  an  J-  HE  declaration  stated^  that  the  defendant  was  indebted 
fandiord  winst  ^  *^®  plaintiff  in  20/.  for  use  and  occupation  of  certain 
bis  tenant  for     messuagcs.  &c.,  of  the  plaintiff  by  the  defendant,  at  his 

use  and  occapa-  «  i- 

tion,  the  tenant  rcQuest  uscd^  &c. ;  and  in  20/.  on  an  account  stated.  Plea^ 
dence  a*docu-  ^^^  ^^^  defendant  did  not  promise  in  manner  and  form,  &c. 
raent  shewmg         rjij^g  particulars  of  demand  were  for  8/.  for  use  and  occu- 

lord's  title  has      pation. 

cument  is  ad-  Ou  the  14th  February,  1840,  the  plaintiff  and  defendant 
aiu8e*the  pro-  entered  into  an  agreement  for  the  lease  of  a  piece  of  ground 
perty  has  passed  adioininfi:  the  defendant's  former  residence,  for  the  term 

to  another  who         o  kd 

has  a  right  to  of  twenty-ouc  years,  at  a  rent  of  8/.  a-year,  to  commence 
same  use  and      froBa  the  15th  March,  1840. 

But"when"'t  ap-  "^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^y  measured,  on  the  14th  February, 
pears,  that,  un-  1840,  by  the  survcyor,  in  the  presence  of  the  defendant, 

der  the  docu- 
ment in  qnes-     and  the  defendant  then  moved  his  fence  so  as  to  inclose 

tion,  the  proper- 
ty would  have 

passed  from  the  plaintiff  before  the  time  of  the  use  and  occupation  for  which  he  sued,  the  docu- 
ment is  not  admissible,  on  the  usual  legal  maxim,  that  a  tenant  cannot  deny  his  landlord's  title. 

A  tenant  may  not  deny  his  landlord's  title,  because,  if  that  title  be  bad,  the  tenant's  first  duty 
is  to  give  up  the  possession  which  he  received  from  the  landlord,  and  not  to  defend  an  action 
against  him. 

A  document  indorsed  in  the  plaintiff's  hand-writing,  and  which  the  plaintiff  bad  directed  a 
witness  to  give  to  the  defendant,  is  good  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  although  the 
instrument  be  not  between  the  parties  on  the  record. 
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the  new  gronnd^  which  was  the  subject-matter  of  the  pre-         1341^ 
sent  action.     It  appeared  that  Dr.  Bobins^  in  the  year 

1839,  claimed  this  land^  but  that  his  claim  was  disallowed 
by  the  plainti£P.  Dr.  Robins  afterwards  let  to  the  defend, 
ant  certain  grounds  adjoining  these  premises^  but  not  the 
property  in  question ;  that  was  retained  by  him  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  certain  arrangements  with  the  plaintiff.  It 
appeared,  also^  that  the  plaintiff  had^  at  the  time  of  the 
agreement  in  February,  1840,  said,  that  the  property  in 
question  belonged  to  his  mother,  Mrs.  Agar,  and,  more- 
OTcr,  that  the  defendant  was  cognizant  of  this  fact,  namely, 
that  the  plaintiff  had  denied  the  title  of  Dr.  Bobins,  before 
he  entered  into  the  agreement  mentioned.  No  person  had 
evicted  him  up  to  the  time  of  the  action  brought,  nor  was 
there  any  thing  except  the  controversy  between  the  plain- 
tiff and  Dr.  Bobins  to  shew  that  the  title  was  in  dispute. 
Two  defences  were  set  up :  first,  that  the  defendant  was  in 
possession  before  the  agreement  between  the  plaintiff  and 
himself,  and  that  the  premises  belonged  to  the  prior  claim- 
ant. Dr.  Bobins;  and,  2ndly,  that,  since  the  agreement, 
and  before  action  brought,  the  plaintiff's  title  to  the  pre- 
mises had  ceased.     To  prove  the  latter  point, 

Manninffj  Serjt.,  for  defendant,  proposed  to  give  in  evi- 
dence a  document  dated  subsequently  to  14th  February, 

1840,  indorsedin  the  plaintiff's  handwriting,  and  which  the 
plaintiff  had  directed  the  witness  to  give  to  the  defendant. 

SheCj  Serjt.,  for  plaintiff. — The  instrument  is  not  be- 
tween the  parties  on  the  record.  It  cannot  be  evidence 
here. 

Ersrine,  J. — The  indorsement  is  in  the  handwriting  of 
the  plaintiff,  and  the  witness  who  produces  it  here  says, 
he  was  directed  by  the  plaintiff  to  give  it  to  the  defendant, 
and  that  he  did  do  so.  It  is  good  evidence  without  doubt. 
The  defendant  is  entitled  to  have  read  in  Court  a  paper 
which  the  plaintiff  sends  to  him. 
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1841.  Manning,  Seijt. — I  put  it  in  to  shew,  as  will  appear 

by  it,  that  whatever  title  the  plainti£P  might  have  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1840,  yet  that  in  the  summer  of  the  same  year  that 
title  had  ceased  to  exist ;  for  the  document  is,  as  its  in- 
dorsement in  the  plaintiff's  handwriting  purports  it  to  be, 
the  draft  of  a  lease  of  the  premises  in  question  from  Mr. 
Agar  to  Mr.  Young,  rent  8/.  a-year,  term  twenty-one  years, 
from  some  day  in  1840,  but  the  date  is  not  specifiecL 

Erskine,  J.,  in  sxmiming  up  the  evidence,  told  the  ju- 
ry, that,  in  the  first  place,  the  defendant  having  entered 
into  the  agreement  mentioned  with  the  plaintiff,  there  was 
a  conclusive  case  made  out  for  the  latter,  unless  there 
were  a  sufficient  answer  to  it.  Two  defences  had  been 
advanced  for  the  jury's  consideration: — First,  that  the 
defendant  was  in  occupation  of  the  premises  before  the 
agreement  entered  into  between  himself  and  the  plain- 
tiff came  into  operation;  that  the  ground  belonged  to 
Dr.  Eobins,  and  that,  therefore,  although  he  did  incau- 
tiously sign  this  agreement,  yet,  as  he  already  had  the 
land,  the  plaintiff  could  not  do  the  authoritative  act  of 
putting  him  in  possession  of  it,  nor  could  he  (the  de- 
fendant) submit  to  the  acknowledging  act  of  receiving 
possession  from  him  (the  plaintiff);  and  then  (assuming 
Dr.  Robins'  title)  that,  as  the  ground  did  not  belong  to 
the  plaintiff,  he  could  not  confirm  the  defendant  in  the 
possession  of  it.  Had  this  been  made  out,  it  would  have 
been  an  answer  to  the  action.  But  the  principle  of  law  is, 
that  a  tenant  having  taken  of  his  landlord  shall  not  deny 
his  landlord's  title,  because,  if  he  has  taken  land  from  a 
person  who  had  no  right  to  give  it,  his  first  duty  is  to  sur- 
render it  back,  not  to  deny  the  title  of  the  donor  or  lessor. 
On  this  point  two  facts  have  appeared  in  evidence : — First, 
that  the  defendant,  after  the  agreement  made,  and  before  it 
came  into  operation,  removed  the  fence,  and  did  other  acts 
of  ownership;  but,  secondly,  that  Dr.  Robins,  the  landlord 
set  up  by  the  defendant,  expressly  told  him,  that  he  would 
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not  let  that  spot  to  him,  as  he  wanted  to  make  arrange-        1941^ 

ments  with  Mr.  Agar  respecting  it.   It  appeared,  therefore, 

that  the  defendant  took  possession  under  Mr.  Agar,  and 

he  has  no  right  to  say,  that  at  that  time  Mr.  Agar  had  no 

title.    But  they  say,  secondly,  that  since  that  time  his  title 

has  ceased.    This  is  an  allowable  defence  in  an  action  for 

use  and  occupation;  for  if  the  title  to  the  property  has 

passed  to  another  who  has  a  right  to  sue  the  defendant  for 

its  use   and  occupation,  he  has  a  right  to  set  up  that 

defence;  but  the  title  set  up  is  by  a  paper  indorsed  by 

the  plaintiff,  purporting  to  be  a  lease  from  Mrs.  Agar  to 

the  defendant,  without  a  date.     If  there  had  been  any 

thing  to  show  any  transaction  between  Mrs.  Agar  and  the 

plaintiff,  as  for  instance,  that,  since  the  agreement  with 

the  defendant,  the  plaintiff  had  passed  his  title  to  her,  that 

transaction  no  doubt  would  have  been  material  evidence ; 

but  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  it  was  proved  that  the 

plaintiff  had  said  at  the  time  of  the  agreement,  that  the 

property  belonged  to  his  mother,  Mrs.  Agar.    Now  the 

document  is  not  evidence  admissible  for  that  purpose,  for 

then  the  defendant  would  be  doing  the  same  thing  in  effect 

as  setting  up  Dr.  Robins'  title  against  that  of  the  plaintiff. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff — Damages,  8/. 

Shee,  Serjt.,  and  E.  James,  for  plaintiff. 
Manning,  Serjt.,  for  defendant. 

[Attornies — Collins,  and  Evam,'] 
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First  Sittings  in  Middlesex  after  Michaelmas  Term,  1841. 

BEFORE    LORD    CHIEF   JUSTICE    TINDAL. 


2iov,26,  Tucker  and  Others  v,  Inhan  and  Another. 

The  jaritdic-  IN  prohibition.  In  Easter  Term,  1840,  Manntng,  Serjt.j 
n^ne  whether  obtained  a  rule  calling  upon  the  now  defendants  to  shew 
a  married  wo-    cause  why  a  writ  of  prohibition  should  not  issue  to 

man  has  power  •'  -^ 

to  make  an  ap-  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury,  to  prohibit  them 
the  nature  of  a    from  proceeding  to  require  the  now  plaintiffs  to  appear 

Jhe^ut^nT**"  ^  *^  ^^  ^^^  ™^  ^^v®  ^  ^^  registry  thereof 
Temporal  the  original  will  of  Sarah  Inman,  deceased;  and  from 

Courts* 

It  is  neces-  proceeding  to  require  them,  the  now  plaintiffs,  to  shew 

x^idstrationi  in  ca^i^  to  that  Court,  why  letters  of  administration  with 

should  bT**'  the  said  will  annexed,  of  the  goods,  chattels,  and  credits 

granted,  before  of  the  said  Sarah  Inman,  should  not  be  granted  to  the 

the  Court  of 

Chancery  will     now  defendants  (a).      Upon  cause  shewn  against  this 

adjudicate  on 

the  validity  of 

a  testamentary  appointment  made  by  a  married  woman. 

And  if  a  married  woman  have  a  power  of  appointment  over  a  particular  amount  of  property, 
and  that  property  is  porchased  by  A.  B.»  the  Court  of  Chancery  will  a^udioate  respecting 
it,  whether  the  Prerogative  Court  grant  letters  limited  to  that  amount  only,  or  give  general 
letters  of  administration. 

In  the  case  where  a  married  "woman  has  a  power  of  app!}intment  over  a  certain  amount  of 
property  bequeathed,  the  Prerogative  Court  will  not  grant  to  A.  B.,  (he  not  being  the  hus- 
band of  the  deceased  nor  executor),  administration  caeterorum,  but  only  limited  to  the  amount 
in  question. 

Where,  in  prohibition,  there  is  a  special  traverse  of  the  allegation  of  the  practice  of 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  respecting  the  will  "  so  made  by  Sarah  Inman,"  namely,  that  it  was 
not  necessary,  before  that  Court  would  proceed  to  ac^udicate,  that  limited  letters  of  admi- 
nistration should  be  granted,  the  traverse  is  made  out  by  shewing  that  in  this  ease  the  Pre- 
rogative Court  will  not  grant  more  than  limited  letters  to  the  party  in  question,  although  it 
be  shown  that  the  Court  of  Chancery  would  a4)udicate  if  the  letters  of  adminbtration  had  been 
general,  • 

(a)  In  the  matter  of  Sarah  In-  set,  were  conveyed  to  trustees, to  the 

marif  1  Scott's  New  R.  379.    The  use  of  the  said  George  Inman  in 

rule  nisi  was  granted  on  the  follow-  fee,  until,  &c.,  and  then  to  the  use 

ing  affidavit: —  of  the  said  George  Inman,  for  his 

Previously  to  the   marriage  of  life,  with  remainder  to  the  use  of 

one  George  Inman,  clerk,  since  de-  Joan  his  intended  wife,  for  her  life, 

ceased,  to  one /can  DarcA,  spinster,  with  remainder  to  the  use  of  trus- 

to  wit,  on  the  19th  day  of  January,  tees  to  preserve  contingent  remain- 

A.  D.  1760,  certain  hereditaments,  ders,  and  after  the  death   of  the 

situate  at  B.,  in  the  county  of  Somer-  survivor  of  them,  the  said  George 


MICHAELMAS  TERM,  6  VICT.-^.  P. 


83 


nQe,  Tindal,  C.  J.,  said — "I  think  the  parties^  who  deny 
the  power  of  Sarah  Inman  (a  married  woman)  to  make 
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Inman  and  Joan  his  intended 
wife,  to  the  ose  of  such  child  ot 
children  of  the  said  marriage,  in 
mch  shares  and  proportions,  and 
for  such  estate  or  estates  as  the  said 
George  Inn&an  should,  hy  any  deed 
or  writing  mider  his  hand  and  seal, 
executed,  &c.,  or  hy  his  last  will  and 
testament,  limit,  appoint,  or  devise, 
and  in  de&olt  thereof,  to  the  use  of 
the  first  son  of  the  said  George 
Inman  and  Joan,  and  the  heirs  of 
the  body  of  such  first  son.  That 
the  said  marriage  was  duly  solem- 
niied.  That  there  was  issue  of  the 
said  maxriage,  one  other  George  In- 
Bum,  one  Henry  Inman,  and  one 
Smrak  Inmam,  who  intermarried 
with  and  took  to  husband  one  John 
Inman.  That  afterwards,  to  wit, 
on  the  1st  day  of  January,  a.  d. 
1795,  by  an  indenture  under  the 
hand  and  seal  of  the  said  George 
Inman,  made  between  the  said 
George  Inman,  clerk,  of  the  first 
part,  and  the  said  John  Inman  and 
one  John  Whitley,  of  the  other  part, 
which  indenture  was  executed  by 
die  said  €reorge  Inman,  clerk,  in  the 
presence  of  two  witnesses,  the  said 
George  Inmaii,  in  exercise  of  the 
power  so  given  or  reserved  to  him 
by  his  marriage  settlement,  ap- 
pointed the  said  hereditaments  to 
the  said  John  Inman  and  John 
Whitley,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
fiir  ever,  upon  trust  to  receive,  &c., 
and  apply  the  same,  or  so  much 
thereof  as  should  be  necessary,  in 
die  maintenance  of  the  said  George 
Inman,  the  son,  for  his  life,  and 
sfter  hia  decease,  then,  as  to  one 
moiety  of  the  said  hereditaments, 
todie  un  of  such  person  or  persons. 


and  for  such  estate  and  estates,  as 
the  said  Henry  Inman  should,  in 
manner  therein  mentioned,  appoint, 
and  in  default  thereof,  to  the  use  of 
the  said  Henry  Inman,  his  heirs 
and  assigns;  and  as  to  the  remaining 
moiety  of  the  said  hereditaments. 
To  the  use  of  such  person  or  per- 
sons^ and  for  such  estate  and  estates 
as  the  said  Sarah  Inman,  so  then 
being  the  mfe  of  the  stud  John  /n* 
man  therein  mentionedf  should  ap^ 
point,  and  in  default  thereof,  to  the 
use  of  the  said  George  Inman,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  fi>r  ever ;  and  in 
which  indenture  was  contained  a 
power  for  the  said  last-mentioned 
trustees,  in  case  the  rents  and  pro- 
fits of  the  said  hereditaments  should 
be  more  than  sufficient,  with  cer- 
tain other  provisions  therein  men- 
tioned, for  the  support  and  main- 
tenance of  the  said  George  Inman 
(the  son),  to  pay  over  the  surplus- 
age thereof,  from  time  to  time, 
imto  the  said  Henry  Inman  and 
Sarah  Inman,  their  executors,  ad- 
ministrators, and  assigns,  in  equal 
shares ;  and  wherein  was  also  con- 
tained a  declaration,  that  in  case 
the  said  last-mentioned  trustees, 
during  their  joint  lives,  should  think 
it  was  beneficial  to  sell  the  said 
hereditaments,  it  should  be  lawful 
for  them  to  do  so,  and  place  out 
the  net  produce  on  government  or 
other  good  security,  and  to  apply 
the  interest  money  arising  there- 
from towards  the  maintenance  of 
the  said  George  Inman  (the  son), 
for  his  life,  in  the  same  manner,  &c. 
That  neither  the  share  of  the 
said  Henry  Inman,  nor  that  of  the 
said  Sarah  Inman,  in  the  monies 
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a  will,  should  declare  in  prohibition.    Those  who  insist 
upon  the  right  to  administration  with  the  will  annexed. 


wbich  might  arise  by  any  such  sale 
as  aforesaid,  was,  by  tbe  said  inden- 
ture,  subjected  to  any  power  of  ap- 
pointment whatsoever. 

That  afterwards,  the  said  George 
Inman,  clerk,  died.  That  afterwards, 
to  wit,  on  the  5th  and  6ih  days  of 
November f  a.  d.  1795,  by  certain 
indentures  of  lease  and  release,  the 
said  Greorge  Inman  (the  son),  of  the 
first  part,  the  said  Henry  Inman  and 
Katharine  his  wife,  the  said  John 
Inman  and  Sarah  his  wife,  and  John 
Whitley,  of  the  second  part,  Ro- 
bert Blake,  of  the  third  part,  and  Pe- 
ter Cox,  of  the  fourth  part ;  and  by  a 
common  recovery,  afterwards  duly 
sufiered  in  pursuance  thereof,  the 
said  hereditaments  were  conveyed, 
limited,  &c.,  to  the  use  of  the  said 
John  Inman  and  John  Whitley,  their 
heirs  and  assigns.  Upon  trust  to 
sell  the  same  and  invest  the  pro- 
duce in  some  of  the  public  stocks, 
&c ;  and  to  apply  the  dividends 
towards  the  maintenance  of  the 
said  George  Inman  (the  son),  for 
his  life,  and  to  apply  the  rents  and 
profits  in  the  meantime,  until  the 
sale,  in  like  manner ;  and,  after  the 
decease  of  the  said  George  Inman 
(the  son),  then  to  stand  possessed  of 
the  said  interest  monies,  and  the 
futiure  interest  or  dividends  thereof, 
Upon  trust  for  the  said  Henry  In- 
man and  Sarah  Inman,  in  equal 
shares,  or  in  trust  for  their  respec- 
tive executors,  adminbtrators,  or 
assigns,  in  case  they  or  either  of 
them  should  die  in  the  lifetime  of 
the  said  George  Inman  (the  son), 
and  to  pay  and  transfer  the  same 
accordingly.  That  afterwards  the 
said  hereditaments  were  sold.  That, 
on  the  24th  day  of  February,  a.  d. 


1802,  a  certain  indenture,  expressed 
to  be  made  between  the  sfud  Geoige 
Inman  (the  son),  of  the  one  part, 
and  the  said  John  Inman  and  John 
Whitley,  of  the  other  part,  was  exe- 
cuted by  the  said  George  Inman 
(the  son),  and  which  indenture 
never  was  executed  by  the  said 
John  Inman  and  John  Whitley,  or 
either  of  them,  and  to  which  inden- 
ture, neither  the  said  Henry  Inman 
nor  the  said  Sarah  Inman  was  made 
or  was  named  as  parties ;  by  which 
indenture,  after  reciting  the  said 
hereinbefore  recited  indenture  of 
the  1st  day  of  January,  1795,  so 
far  as  relates  to  the  appointment 
of  the  hereditaments  aforesaid,  and 
the  uses  thereby  declared  thereof, 
but  wholly  omitting  the  particular 
trusts  thereby  declared  with  respect 
to  the  application  of  the  monies 
arising  from  any  sale  of  the  said 
hereditaments;  and  after  reciting 
that  the  said  hereditaments  had 
been  sold,  and  that  the  said  George 
Inman  (the  son)  was  desirous  and 
willing  that  the  monies  arising 
from  the  sale  aforesaid,  amounting 
to  the  sum  of  £1050,  should  be 
vested  in  the  said  Jdhn  Inman  and 
John  Whitley,  for  the  uses  therein- 
after mentioned,  agreeably  to  the 
intention  of  the  said  George  In- 
man :  It  was  witnessed,  that,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  such  intention 
into  effect,  and  in  consideration 
of  one  shilling  to  the  said  George 
Inman  (the  son)  therein  stated  to 
be  paid  by  the  said  John  Inman 
and  John  Whitley,  George  In- 
man (the  son)  did  direct  and  de- 
clare, that  the  said  sum  of  £1050 
should  firom  thenceforth  be  vested 
in  the  said  John  Inman  and  John 
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will  then  have  an  opportunity  of  shewing  that  Sarab 
Inman  had  authority  to  make  this  will/'    And  again. 
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Whitlejr,  their  executors,  adminiB- 
tratori,  and  assigiis,  upon  trust  to 
apply  the  interest,  dividends,  or  pro- 
duce of  the  same  sum  of  £1050,  or 
•o  much  thereof  as  should  he  ne- 
cenaiy,  in  the  maintenance  of  the 
said  George  Inman  (the  son) ,  during 
his  life,  and  after  the  decease  of 
the  said  Geoige  Inman  (the  son), 
Upon  trust,  as  to  one  moiety  of  such 
principal  sum  of  £1050,  to  the  use 
of  such  person  or  persons  as  the  said 
Hairy  Inman  should,  in  manner 
therein  mentioned,  appoint,  and  in 
definilt  thereof,  to  the  use  of  the 
said  Henry  Inman,  his  executors, 
administrators,  and  assigns,  and,  as 
to  the  remaining  moiety  or  half  part 
of  the  hereditaments  and  premises 
thereby  limited  and  appointed,  to 
the  e£^t  following,  that  is  to  say. 
To  the  use  of  such  person  or  per- 
sona, for  such  estate  and  estates, 
either  absolutely  or  conditionally, 
and  with  or  without  power  of  ap- 
pointment, and  in  such  sort,  man- 
ner, and  form,  and  subject  to  such 
powers,  provisoes,  conditions,  and 
agreements,  as  the  said  Sarah  In- 
man, by  herself  alone,  and  whether 
sole  or  covert,  should,  from  time  to 
time,  by  any  deed  or  deeds,  writing 
or  writings,  to  be  by  her  signed, 
sealed,  and  delivered  in  the  pre- 
sence of  two  or  more  credible  wit- 
nesses, or  by  her  last  will  and  tes- 
tament, (which  last  will  and  testa- 
ment, it  was  thereby  expressed,  that 
the  said  Sarah  Inman  should  have 
power  to  make,  as  to  her  should 
leem  meet),  to  be  by  her  signed 
and  published  in  the  presence  of 
three  or  more  credible  witnesses, 
direct,  limit,  and  appoint,  and  in 
default  thereof,  to  the  use  of  the 


said  George  Inman;  and  by  the 
said  last-mentioned  indenture,  it 
was  provided,  in  case  the  interest 
and  dividends  of  the  said  £1050 
should  be  more  than  sufficient,  with 
a  certain  other  provision  in  that  in- 
denture mentioned,  for  the  support 
and  maintenance  of  the  said  George 
Inman  (the  son),  it  should  be  law- 
ful for  the  said  John  Inman  and 
John  Whitley,  and  the  survivor  of 
them,  his  executors,  and  administra- 
tors, to  pay  over  such  surplusage, 
from  time  to  time,  or  any  interest  or 
dividends  then  in  their  hands,  unto 
the  said  Henry  Inman  and  Sarah 
Inman,  their  executors,  administra- 
tors, and  assigns,  in  equal  shares 
and  proportions. 

That  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the 
3rd  of  September,  a.  d.  1807,  the 
said  Sarah  Inman  died,  leaving  the 
said  John  Inman  her  surviving, 
having,  previously  to  her  death, 
executed  an  instrument  purporting 
to  be  a  testamentary  appointment, 
dated  the  3rd  day  of  September, 
1807,  and  purporting  to  be  made 
in  pursuance  of  the  power  so  ex- 
pressed to  be  given  to  her  in  and 
by  the  said  indenture  of  the  24th 
day  of  February,  a.  d.  1 802 ;  in 
which  instrument,  it  was  expressed, 
that  the  said  Sarah  Inman  had  ap- 
pointed the  interest,  produce,  or  di- 
vidends arising  from  all  such  money 
or  principal  sum  of  money,  over 
which  she  had  a  disposing  power, 
unto  the  said  John  Inman,  for  his 
life,  with  the  remainder  to  her  ne- 
phew, John  Inman  of  Murehead,and 
in  which  instrument  it  was  also  ex^ 
pressed,  that  the  said  Sarah  Inman 
appointed  her  said  husband  execu-- 
tor  of  her  »aid  will.    That,  on  the 
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in  giving  judgment,  his  Lordship  said — ''  I  have  always 
understood  that  the  Ecclesiastical  Courts  have  no  juris- 
diction to  decide  whether  a  married  woman  has  power  to 
make  a  wiU.  Brook  v.  Turner  (6)  and  Jenkin  v.  White^ 
house  (c)  are  authorities  in  favour  of  that  proposition ;  and 
no  case  has  been  cited  in  which  the  contrary  was  deter- 
mined. With  respect  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  power  in 
this  case,  there  appears  to  be  so  much  doubt,  that  we  ought 
not  to  be  called  upon  to  decide  immediately.  The  parties 
who  pray  for  the  writ  must  therefore  declare  in  prohibi- 
tion ;  and,  when  the  case  comes  before  us  again,  we  shall  be 
better  enabled  to  determine  whether  the  writ  ought  to  go. 
In  the  mean  time  the  rule  will  be  enlarged/'  Upon  this, 
the  plaintiff  declared  in  prohibition.     The  declaration  set 


27th  day  of  January,  a.  d.  1813,  the 
■aid  John  Inman  died,  leaving  the 
■aid  John  Whitley  him  surviying, 
haying  preyiously  duly  made  and 
published  his  last  will  and  testa- 
ment in  writing,  bearing  date  the 
11th  day  of  April,  1812,  and  there- 
by appointed  James  Tucker,  and 
the  said  John  Whitley,  both  since 
deceased,  executors  of  his  said  will, 
and  who  duly  proved  the  same  in 
the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canter^ 
bury.  That  the  said  John  Whitley 
departed  this  life  on  the  6th  day  of 
December,  a.  d.  1831,  leaving  the 
said  James  Tucker  him  surviving. 
That  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  5th 
day  of  April,  a.  d.  1834,  the  said 
James  Tucker  died,  having  first  duly 
made  and  pubUshed  his  last  will 
and  testament  in  writing,  and  also 
a  codicil  thereto,  and  thereby  ap- 
pointed thesaid  John  InmanTucker, 
William  Tucker,  and  John  James, 
theplaintifis,  executors  thereof,  and 
who,  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  3rd 
day  of  June,  a.  d.  1 834,  duly  proved 
the  aame  in  the  Consistorial  Epis- 
copal Comt  of  WeUs.    That  after- 


wards, to  wit,  on  the  1st  day  of 
August,  A.  D.  1838,  the  saidGeorge 
Inman  (the  son)  died ;  and  that 
afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  day  and 
year  last  aforesaid,  the  said  Wil- 
liam Tucker^as  one  of  the  personal 
representatives  of  the  said  John 
Inman,  deceased,  as  aforesaid,  ap- 
plied for  and  obtained  a  commis- 
sion out  of  the  said  Prerogative 
Court  of  the  Archbishop  of  Can* 
terbury,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
duly  sworn  to  administer  the  goods 
and  chattels  of  the  said  Sarah  In- 
man, deceased,  in  order  to  obtain 
letters  of  administration  to  be 
granted  to  him  of  the  goods  and 
chattels  of  the  said  Sarah  Inman, 
deceased,  for  the  purpose  of  ad- 
ministering the  same  to  and  amongst 
the  residuary  legatees,  under  the 
said  last  vrill  and  testament  of  the 
said  John  Inman,  deceased;  and 
that  before  the  commission  was  ob- 
tained, to  wit,  on  the  28th  Decem- 
ber, 1839,  the  defendant  caused 
the  citation  in  question  to  issue. 

{h)  2  Mod.  170. 

(c)  1  Burr.  431. 
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oat  the  facts  as  giyen  in  the  above  note,  and  the  citation  of  ig^i^ 
the  plaintiffs  to  shew  cause  whj  letters  of  administration 
with  the  will  of  Sarahlnman  annexed,  should  not  be  granted 
to  the  defendants,  thqr  alleging,  that,  in  April,  1819,  they 
had  purchased  from  John  Inman  (the  nephew  of  the  said 
Sarah  Imnan)  his  reTendonmy  interest  in  a  certain  tmst 
fond  bequeathed  to  him  by  the  intended  will  of  the  said 
Sarah,  and  claiming  to  be  entitled  to  such  letters  of  admino' 
istration  with  the  said  will  or  testamentary  writing  an- 
nexed :  '' whereupon,  inasmuch  as  by  the  laws  of  this  realm 
a  feme  coyert  cannot  make  any  will  or  testament,  or  do  any 
act  or  make  any  appointment  by  an  instrument  in  the  na- 
ture of  a  last  will  and  testament,  without  having  authority 
firom  her  husband  for  that  purpose,  and  inasmuch  as  the 
determining  whether  a  feme  covert  has  such  authority  is 
not  matter  of  ecclesiastical  cognizance,  but  belongs  to  the 
cognizance  of  her  Majesty^s  Courts  of  C!ommon  Law,  the 
plaintiffs  pray  that  her  Majesty^s  writ  of  prohibition  may 
issue  directed  to  the  proper  Judge  of  the  Prerogative  Court, 
to  prohibit  that  Court  from  proceeding  to  require  the  plain« 
titb"  &c.  And  of  this  the  plaintiffs  bring  suit,  be.— Plea, 
That  the  writ  ought  not  to  issue ;  because  Sarah  Inman,  on 
the  8rd  of  September,  1807,  made  the  will  mentioned,  in 
the  presence  &c.,  and  the  same  being  in  the  custody  of 
the  plaintiffs,  the  defendants  cannot  bring  it  into  Court. 
And  the  said  Sarah  thereby,  &c., — [setting  out  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  money  over  which  she  had  a  disposing  power, 
first,  to  J.  I.,  her  husband,  and  then  to  J.  I.,  her  nephew ; 
appointing  her  husband  to  be  executor  of  her  will;  the 
death  of  Sarah  I.  and  of  J.  I.  her  husband,  leaving  J.  I.  her 
nephew  surviving.]  It  then  recited  the  indenture  of  1819, 
by  which  J.  I.  assigned  to  the  defendants  the  moiety  of  the 
sum  of  money  (£1050),  which  had  been  appointed  to  him 
by  Sarah  I.  That,  in  1838,  the  appointee,  J.  I.,  died, 
whereupon  the  defendants  had  valid  grounds  for  exhibiting 
their  bill  of  complaint  in  Chancery,  in  which  they  would 
have  stated,  that,  by  the  rules  of  equity,  J.  I.  the  husband 
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1841.       ^^  Sarab^  must  be  taken^  by  reason  of  his  conduct  in  tbe 
premises^  to  have  assented  that  Sarah  I.  should^  during  her 
V.  coverture^  make  the  appointment  mentioned.    That  the 

plaintiffs^  claiming  to  be  the  personal  representatives  of  J.  1,, 
the  husband  of  Sarah  I.^  and  having  obtained  possession  of 
the  will  of  Sarah  I.^  refused  to  admit  the  equitable  right  of 
the  defendants;  and  that  it  thereupon  became  necessary  for 
the  defendants  to  institute  a  suit  in  the  Court  of  Chancery. 
That^  according  to  the  course  and  practice  of  the  Court 
of  Chancery^  and  the  rules  of  equity  in  that  behalf,  in 
order  to  obtain  the  adjudication  of  the  said  Court  in  due 
form  upon  the  validity  in  equity  of  the  said  appointment 
80  made  by  the  said  Sarah  L,  to  pass  the  equitable  right 
and  interest  of  and  in  one  moiety  of  the  said  sum,  accord- 
ing to  the  tenor  and  effect  of  the  said  last-mentioned  ap- 
pointment, it  waA  and  is  necssary  that  letters  of  adminis- 
tration  with  the  said  wUl  annexed,  should  be  granted  to 
some  person  or  persons,  limited  so  far  only  as  concerns  all 
the  right,  title,  and  interest  of  her  the  said  Sarah  L,  in 
and  to  the  said  moiety  of  £1050,  and  all  interest  due  and 
to  grow  due  thereon,  which  she,  the  said  Sarah,  had  a  right 
to  dispose  of,  but  no  further  or  otherwise,  to  the  end  that 
such  administrator  or  administrators  with  the  said  last  will 
and  testament  annexed,  but  limited  as  aforesaid,  might  be 
made  a  party  or  parties  to  the  said  suit  in  Chancery.  That 
because  the  plaintiffs  refused  to  propound  the  said  will  in 
the  Ecclesiastical  Court,  and  to  take  out,  or  suffer  others 
to  take  out,  letters  of  administration  with  the  said  will 
annexed,  and  limited  as  aforesaid,  and  thereby  fraudulently 
intended  to  prevent  the  defendant  from  obtaining  an  adju- 
dication in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  npon  the  validity  in 
equity  of  the  said  appointment,  the  defendants,  on  the  day 
and  year,  &c.,  caused  a  citation  to  issue,  &c.,  requiring  the 
plaintiffs,  as  aforesaid,  and  to  shew  cause  why  letters  of 
administration  with  the  will  annexed  of  the  said  Sarah^ 
but  limited  as  before  is  mentioned,  should  not  be  granted 
to  the  defendants,  as  they  lawfuUy  might,  &c.    Which  is 
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tbe  citation  in  the  declaration  mentioned. — ^Verification* 
Wherefore  they  pray  judgment,  and  that  the  writ  of  pro- 
hibition may  not  issue. 

Replication — ^That  according  to  the  course  and  practice 
of  the  High  Court  of  Chancery,  and  the  rules  of  equity  in 
that  behalf,  in  order  to  obtain  the  adjudication  of  the  said 
Court  upon  the  validity  in  equity  of  the  appointment  al- 
leged to  have  been  made  by  the  said  Sarah  I.,  to  pass  the 
alleged  equitable  right  and  interest  of  and  in  the  said 
moiety,  &c.,  according  to  the  tenor  and  effect  of  the  said 
supposed  appointment,  it  was  not  nor  is  necessary,  that 
letters  of  administration  with  the  said  supposed  will  an- 
nexed, should  be  granted  to  some  person,  limited  so  far 
only  as  concerns  all  the  right,  title,  and  interest  of  the 
said  Sarah  in  and  to  the  said  moiety,  from  which  the 
said  Sarah  had  a  right  to  dispose  of,  and  had  by  this  al- 
leged will  disposed  of  accordingly,  but  no  further  or  other- 
wise, to  the  end  that  such  administrator  or  administrators 
with  the  said  alleged  last  will  annexed,  but  limited  as 
aforesaid,  might  be  made  a  party  or  parties  to  this  suit  in 
Chancery,  provided  that  there  was  a  sufficient  legal  per- 
sonal representative  of  the  said  Sarah  before  the  said 
Court  of  Chancery.  That  before  the  issuing  of  the  said 
citation,  W.  Tucker,  as  one  of  the  personal  representatives  of 
J.  L,  the  husband,  had  obtained  a  commission  out  of  the 
Prerogative  Court  for  the  purpose  of  being  duly  sworn  as 
administrator  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  said  Sarah 
I.,  in  order  to  obtain  letters  of  administration  to  be  granted 
to  him  of  the  said  goods,  &c.,  for  the  purpose  of  adminis- 
tering the  same  among  the  residuary  legatees  of  the  said 
last  will  and  testament  of  J.  I.:  That  W.  Tucker  is  ready 
and  wiUing  to  administer,  &c.,  and  thereby  to  become  the 
legal  personal  representative  of  the  said  Sarah:  without 
tMsy  that,  according  to  the  course  and  practice  of  the  said 
Court  of  Chancery,  and  the  rules  of  equity,  in  order  to 
obtain  adjudication  of  the  said  Coiirt  upon  the  validity  in 
equity  of  the  said  appointment  so  made  by  the  said  Sarah  /., 
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1841.  ^  P^^^  ^^®  equitable  rights  &;c.^  in  one  moiety^  &c.,  accord- 
ing to  the  tenor  and  effect^  &c.^  it  was  or  is  necessary  that 
letters  of  administration  with  the  will  annexed  should 
be  granted^  timited  so  far  only  as  concerns  all  the  rights 
title^  kc.  of  the  said  Sarah  I.,  in  and  to  the  said  moiety^ 
&c.^  but  no  further  or  otherwise^  to  the  end  that  such  ad- 
ministrators &;c.^  might  be  made  a  party  to  the  said  suit  in 
Chancery^  in  manner  and  form^  &c.  Conclusion  to  the 
country* 

Knowles,  for  the  defendant^  began. — He  submitted  that 
the  jury  were  called  to  decide  on  what  was  the  practice  of 
the  Court  of  Chancery.  The  plaintiffs  were  the  executors 
of  James  Tucker^  the  surviving  executor  of  John  Inman, 
the  husband  of  Sarah  Inman.  The  question  is^  whether 
the  plaintiffs^  in  their  representative  capacity,  are  entitled 
to  property  which  John  was  said  to  have  taken  in  right 
of  his  vtrife  Sarah,  or  whether  the  defendants  should  take 
under  the  will  of  Sarah  I.  The  question  in  fact  is,  whether 
Sarah  luman  had  a  right  to  make  a  will. 

TiNDAL,  C.  J.,  to  Manning,  Serjt. — Why  did  it  not  come 
on  as  a  motion  in  Chancery,  whether,  before  they  can 
adjudicate  on  the  question  of  a  married  woman's  right  to 
make  a  will,  the  defendant  .should  not  take  out  HmUed 
letters  of  administration?  The  question  is  as  to  the  practice 
of  the  Court  of  Chancery.  If  the  Ecclesiastical  Court  have 
no  power  to  grant  probate  or  letters  of  administration  to 
the  will  of  a  married  woman,  how  can  the  course  of  Chan- 
cery practice  give  them  that  power  ? 

Manning,  Serjt. — ^They  chose  to  state  the  practice  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery. 

TiNDAL,  C.  J. — ^And  you  deny  that  practice;  if  you  suc- 
ceed in  disproving  the  practice  you  will  not  be  satisfied. 
Still,  as  that  is  the  issue,  we  must  go  on  to  try  it. 
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Knowles  {to  the  jury). — ^The  question  is^  not  of  the  practice  1^41^ 
of  the  Court  of  Chancery  generally,  but  only  in  certain 
cases  ?  I  will  show  that  the  will  must  be  propounded  in 
the  Prerogatiye  Court,  and  letters  of  limited  administra- 
tion haying  been  then  granted,  the  Court  of  Chancery  will 
proceed  to  adjudicate  on  the  validity  of  the  appointment 
made  by  the  married  woman. 

It  was  proved  by  Mr.  Ellison  and  Mr.  Chapman  of  the 
Chancery  bar,  that,  according  to  the  practice  of  that  Court, 
in  order  to  obtain  an  adjudication  on  the  validity  of  a 
testamentary  appointment  by  a  married  woman,  it  was 
necessary  that  the  testamentary  character  of  the  appoint- 
ment should  be  established  in  the  Ecclesiastical  Court; 
and  that  nothing  more  was  requisite  for  that  purpose  than 
letters  of  administration  (cum  testamento  annexe),  limited 
to  the  amount  in  dispute ;  but,  in  cross  examination,  those 
gentlemen  said  there  would  be  no  objection  to  general  and 
unlimited  letters  of  administration,  provided  the  Preroga- 
tive Court  would  grant  them.  The  Court  of  Chancery 
would  be  satisfied  with  such  an  administration  as  the  Pre- 
rogative Court  would  give. 

TiNDAL,  C.  J.  (to  Knowles). — If  that  be  the  case,  how 
can  your  issue  be  supported  ? 

Knowles. — ^We  shall  shew  that  the  Prerogative  Court 
will  not  give  more  than  limited  letters  of  administration. ' 

It  was  then  proved  by  Dr.  Curteis,  that  if  a  married 
woman  make  a  will  under  a  power  of  appointment,  which 
gives  her  power  to  appoint  to  a  limited  amount,  the  Prero- 
gative Court  would  grant  administration  cum.  test.  ann. 
limited  to  the  amount  over  which  the  power  extended ;  and 
if  the  interest  in  the  fund  over  which  the  married  woman 
had  power  were  purchased  by  another  party,  that  party 
would  be  entitled  to  call  upon  the  Prerogative  Court  for 
such  limited  administration ;  and  if  there  were  a  will,  the 
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Ig41  husband  of  the  deceased  could  not  take  out  administration 

generally;  he  might  have  administration  aeterorum.  K  the 
beneficial  interest  over  which  the  wife  had  power  were 
counter  to  that  of  the  husband,  the  Court  would  not  grant 
him  the  two  administrations,  unless  he  were  executor,  nor  in 
the  particular  case  in  question. 

TiNDAL,  C.  J. — ^Is  that  the  issue?  Is  not  the  issue  as  to 
the  general  practice  of  the  Court  of  Chancery? 

Knowles, — The  issue  is  as  to  the  will "  so  made  by  Sarah,** 

Dr.  Curteis  also  stated,  that  in  this  case,  if  the  personal 
representatives  of  the  husband,  he  dying,  not  having  proved, 
refuse  to  admit  the  equitable  right  of  the  other  party, 
administration  with  the  will  annexed,  but  limited  to  the 
amount  in  question,  would  be  granted  to  the  person  bene-* 
ficially  interested. 

Knowles. — ^And  those  are  the  very  words  of  our  plea. 

Manning^  Serjt.,  I  submit  that  the  issue  in  this  case  is 
on  the  general  question,  whether  it  is  necessary  that  a 
limited  administration  be  granted.  It  is  in  evidence  that 
the  Coiirt  of  Chancery  will  proceed  with  any  administra- 
tion which  the  Prerogative  Court  may  give  them.  The 
evidence  of  Dr.  Curteis,  therefore,  is  irrelevant;  for  the 
issue  here  is  not  as  to  the  practice  of  the  Ecclesiastical 
Court,  but  of  the  Court  of  Chancery.  The  allegation  is, 
that,  by  the  practice  of  the  latter  Court,  limited  adminis* 
tration  is  required.  The  evidence  is,  that  limited  adminis-^ 
tration  is  not  requisite,  but  that  no  more  than  limited 
administration  is  ever  given,  under  the  circumstances. 

TiNDAL,  C.  J. — I  think  this  is  not  a  general  issue  touch-^ 
ing  the  practice  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  but  an  issue  to 
try  what  is  the  practice  of  that  Court  in  the  case  of  a  suitop 
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seeking  to  obtain  its  adjudication  respecting  the  validity 
of  the  appointment  by  Sarah  Inman  in  this  particular 
case.  The  two  gentlemen  from  the  Court  of  Chancery  give 
evidence  respecting  the  practice  in  this  particular  case^  and 
more.  But^  then^  Dr.  Curteis^  in  speaking  of  the  practice 
of  the  Ecclesiastical  Court,  says,  that,  under  the  circum- 
stances here,  nothing  more  than  Umited  administration 
would  be  granted. 
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Verdict  for  defendants,  with  liberty  to  plaintiffs 
to  move  to  set  it  aside,  if  the  construction 
of  the  Court  on  this  plea  be  erroneous. 

Manning,  Serjt.,  and  W.  M.  James,  for  plaintiff. 
Knowhs,  and  Hugh  HiU,  for  defendant. 

[Attornies — Holme  4*  Co.,  aiid  Barnwell,'} 


Sittings  at  Westminster,  after  Michaelmas  Term,  1841. 


BEFORE    LORD    CHIEF    JUSTICE    TINDAL. 


Petrib  v.  Lamont,  Stewart,  Matravers  and  Jones. 


T] 


HE  declaration  (in  trespass),  stated,  that  the  defend-  A  lease  from  the 
ants  broke  and  entered  a  dwelling-house  of  the  plaintiff,  nance,  which' 

purported  to  be 
«    signed,  sealed, 
and  delivered,  being  first  duly  stamped,  was  not  stamped  ;   and  the  Court  held,  that,  being  a 
lease  from  the  Crown,  it  was  not  necessary  that  it  should  be. 

The  defendants  were  partners  in  business  as  brewers;  and  one  of  them,  in  the  name  of  the 
others,  wrongfully  ejected  the  tenant  of  a  canteen,  who  held  under  a  lease  from  the  Board  of 
Ordnance,  they  (the  defendants)  being  sureties  for  the  payment  of  his  rent  and  for  his  quiet 
tenantship.  It  was  ruled  that  one  partner  has  no  right  to  involve  another,  unless  in  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  their  business,  not,  for  instance,  in  a  trespass,  as  above  stated. 

The  exception  to  this  doctrine  is  in  the  case  where  the  trespass  is  in  the  nature  of  a  taking 
which  is  available  to  the  partnership ;  and  in  such  case  the  jury  should  find,  not  only  whether 
the  defendants  were  partners,  but  also  whether,  before  the  trespass,  they  all  joined  in  ordering 
it,  or  whether,  afterwards,  they  concurred,  and  received  the  benefit  of  it 

Where  one  of  the  trespassers  is  servant  to  the  others,  it  is  a  question  for  the  jury,  whether  he 
acted  merely  as  servant,  or  whether  he  were  so  implicated  in  the  matter  as  to  make  himself  a 
principal  trespasser. 
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184L  ^'  ^^^  many^  or  whether  all  of  these  defendants  are  to  be 
affected  by  the  verdict.  Stewart  is  the  moving  cause  in 
all  that  is  done.  Stewart  and  Lamont  are  shewn  to  be 
partners ;  but  the  evidence  as  to  Matravers  being  a  part- 
ner is  not  so  clear.  Jones  is  the  servant  of  the  firm^  but  he 
took  an  active  part  in  the  transactions.  The  first  question 
then  is  as  to  partnership.  One  partner  has  no  right  to  in- 
volve  another,  or  to  pledge  him  to  a  fact,  unless  in  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  business.  As  here,  in  this  case  of  trespass, 
one  partner  cannot  involve  another  in  the  same  mischief;  yet 
there  may  be  exceptions  even  to  such  a  case  as  this,  where, 
for  instance,  the  trespass  is  in  the  nature  of  a  taking,  which 
is  available  to  the  partnersliip,  more  especially  if  the  other 
partners  afterwards  agree  and  consent  to  the  act.  It  is  a 
question,  therefore,  for  you,  seeing  that,  in  point  of  fact^ 
the  distress  was  made  by  Stewart  only,  whether  Lamont 
and  Matravers  did  consent  to  this  wrongful  distress,  so  that 
they  agreed  it  should  be  made,  or  did  they  afterwards  so 
give  their  assent  as  to  show  that  their  minds  were  concur^ 
ring.  As  to  the  defendant  Matravers,  there  is  another 
question,  for  it  is  yet  matter  of  doubt  whether  he  were  a 
partner  or  not.  This  is  not  like  a  case  in  which  the  ques- 
tion is,  whether  A.,  B.,  and  C.  were  partners  on  a  just 
debt,  but  whether  they  were  so  as  to  concur  in  an  un- 
just distress.  The  province  of  a  jury,  therefore,  would 
be,  not  only  to  find,  whether  they  were  partners,  but  also 
by  evidence  before  the  transaction,  that  they  all  joined  in 
ordering  the  doing  of  this  act,  or  by  evidence  afterwards, 
that  they  concurred  and  received  the  benefit  of  it.  The 
language  of  the  distress  warrant  is  this: — Stewart  au- 
thorizes Pamham  to  distrain  for  rent  due  "to  me"  he 
says,  and  then  signs  himself,  "  For  Lamont,  Stewart  & 
Co.''  The  question  is.  Can  he  do  this?  One  partner 
cannot  drag  another  into  a  trespass  without  his  previ- 
ous consent  or  without  his  after  conciirrence.  Then,  for 
the  fourth  defendant,  Jones :  All  persons  in  trespass  who 
aid  or  counsel,  direct,  or  join,  are  joint  trespassers.    The 
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question  is,  did  Jones  do  more  than  as  a  clerk  to  Stewart, 
or  was  he  so  implicated,  as  to  make  himself  a  principal 
txesptsaer? 

Verdict  for  plaintiff — ^Damages  £90. 
Stewart  guilty :  The  other  three  not  guilty. 

Tatfimrd  and  ChwmeU,  Serjts.,  and  Bramwett,  for  the 
plaintiffs. 

Bompas,  Serjt.,  Whateley,  and  TapreU^  for  the  defendants. 

[Attomies — Harris,  and  Venmng  Sf  Co^l 
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1841. 


Sittings  in  London  after  Michaelmas  Term,  1841. 


BEFORE    MR.    JUSTICE    ERSKINE. 


{Who  sat  for  the  Lord  Chief  Justice.) 


Jackson  and  Another,  Churchwardens,  v,  Bowlet, 

Executor  of  W.  J.  Lyon. 

Assumpsit. — Declaration  that  the  deceased  in  his  In  an  action 

Kfetime  was  indebted  to  the   plaintiffs,    being  church-  SXfen; 

wardens,  &c.,  for  money  received  by  him  for  their  use,  ^f^d^d'^tT*' 

and    in    consideration  thereof  promised,   &c.;    yet  that  plaintiff  is 

bound  to  shew 

the   deceased  in  his  lifetime   had   disregarded  his   pro-  affirmatively, 
mise,  and  so  also  had  the  defendant  as  his  executor  since  ^^^^  ^^l  ^^^s ' 

of  the  testator 
in  his  hands  unadministered ;  and  though  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  his  yerdict,  (and  therefore 
to  costs),  if  he  can  prove  any  property  unadministered,  yet  the  measure  of  plaintiff's  damages 
is  not  the  amount  of  his  debt,  but  so  much  as  he  can  shew  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  exe- 
cutor. 

Where  the  testator  assigned  his  property,  and  the  plaintiff,  in  an  action  against  the  executor, 
set  up  fraud  in  the  assignment,  and  suggested,  to  prove  the  fraud,  that  the  testator  was  in- 
scrfvent  at  the  time  of  the  assignment,  it  is  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  the  plaintiff  in  the 
action,  i£,  by  the  Tery  act  of  assignment,  the  plaintiff  malie  himself  insolvent — that  is,  if  the 
property  left  after  the  conveyance  be  not  enough  to  pay  his  debts.  But  where  the  sum  realized 
after  the  death  of  the  testator,  very  nearly  equalled  the  amount  of  his  debts,  his  Lordship  still 
left  it  to  the  jury  to  say  whether  there  had  been  fraud  in  the  assignment. 

It  is  a  question  for  the  jury,  whether  the  executor  has  committed  a  devastavit,  by  swear- 
ing the  property  above  its  value,  and  so  incurring  a  greater  stamp-duty  than  he  would  otherwise 
have  to  pay,  seeing  that  the  executor  is  bound  to  act  promptly,  and  therefore  is  not  to  be  held 
to  too  dose  a  search  for  the  testator's  property. 


VOL.  I. 


H 


N.  P. 


BOWLEY. 
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1841.        ^  death.    Another  set  of  counts^  charging  the  defend- 
^""^^"^      ant  as  executor.   Particulars  for  20/.  Ss.  Id.    Plea — ^Plene 

Jackson 

V.  administravit^  setting  out  that  the  defendant  had  fiilly 

administered  all  the  goods  which  were  of  the  deceased 
in  his  lifetime^  and  which  have  ever  come  to  his  hands 
as  executor  since  the  death  of  the  testator;  and  that 
the  defendant  had  not  before  nor  since  the  commence- 
ment of  this  suit  ever  had  any  goods,  &c.,  which  were  of 
the  said  W.  J.  L.,  as  executor,  to  be  administered  beyond 
&c.  Replication — ^Assets  prseter.  That  the  defendant^  at 
the  commencement  of  this  suit,  had  goods,  be.,  of  the 
deceased  in  his  hands,  as  executor,  to  be  administered, 
to  the  value  of  the  damages  sustained  &c.,  wherewith  the 
defendant  ought  to  have  satisfied  the  said  debt  &c. 

The  plaintiffs  were  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  St. 
Benet  Sherehog,  and  the  deceased  was  parish-clerk  of 
the  united  parishes  of  St.  Stephen  Walbroke  and  St. 
Ben^t  Sherehog,  and  was  vestry-clerk  of  the  latter  parish^ 
and  being  such  was  employed  by  the  churchwardens  to 
collect  the  parish  rates  during  the  years  1839  and  1840; 
and  he  became  in  arrear  in  accounting  to  the  amount  of 
the  sum  claimed.  The  action  was  commenced  the  22nd  of 
October,  1840.  The  testator  died  in  November,  1840,  leav- 
ing a  will  to  the  effect  that  his  wife  should  take  a  certain 
freehold  at  Brighton  for  her  life,  remainder  to  his  nephew 
and  niece  William  and  Clara  Lyon,  their  heirs,  &c.,  also 
£500  to  his  wife,  with  other  legacies ;  and  by  the  will  the 
defendant  and  T.  Field  were  appointed  executors.  There 
was  a  codicil  by  which  certain  premises  in  Clerkenwell 
were  bequeathed  to  the  testator's  niece  Clara  Lyon.  The 
executor  Bowley  (the  defendant)  alone  proved  the  will  in 
July,  1841,  and  the  property  was  sworn  under  £800.  To 
rebut  the  plea  of  plene  administravit,  the  plaintiffs  showed, 
that  a  short  time  before  the  testator's  death  he  was  pos- 
sessed of  certain  premises  in  Claremont  Square  which  were 
let  ta  a  witness  Catterell,  that  in  the  month  of  May  before 
his  death  he  executed  a  deed  of  gift  of  them  to  the  defend- 
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ant  in  trust  for  Clara  Lyon^  in  consideration  of  the  natural 
loye  and  affection  which  he  bore  towards  her.  Though 
the  property  was  in  Middlesex  the  conveyance  was  not 
r^stered.  The  testator  was  also  possessed  of  the  rever- 
sionary interest  in  certain  other  property  in  policies  of 
insurance,  assured  to  him  by  deed  dated  1833,  in  con- 
sequence of  money  advanced  by  him.  This  also  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  defendant  in  trust  for  Clara  Lyon,  by  a  deed 
dated  June,  1840,  but  no  notice  of  the  transfer  was  given 
at  the  office  till  February,  1841.  The  deceased  had  an 
insurance  on  his  house  at  Claremont  Square  and  on  the 
furniture  and  books  it  contained,  for  £1800.  He  removed 
a  part  of  it  to  lodgings  which  he  afterwards  occupied,  and 
the  other  part  to  the  defendant's  house,  saying  that  he  had 
given  it  to  his  sister,  the  defendant's  wife. 

In  proof  of  the  plaintiff's  case,  the  deed  of  1833,  which 
shewed  a  part  of  the  assets  of  the  deceased,  was  produced. 

Shee^  Seijt. — It  cannot  be  read  as  against  the  defend- 
ant, till  the  attesting  witness  is  called. 

Channell,  Serjt.— If  this  action  had  been  against  the 
testator,  if  he  had  been  alive,  I  need  not  have  called  the 
attesting  witness. 

The  witness,  who  produced  the  deed,  said  that  the  secu- 
rity in  question  had  been  put  into  his  hands  by  consent 
of  all  parties,  at  the  time  that  the  money  was  advanced  by 
the  deceased,  and  that  he  had  kept  the  security  ever  since. 

Shee,  Serjt. — The  deed  is  introduced  by  the  plaintiffs 
for  the  purpose  of  proving  their  own  case.  The  usual  rule 
of  Nisi  Prius  must  be  observed.  If  we  had  called  for  it 
the  case  might  have  been  different;  as  it  is,  the  attesting 
witness  must  be  called. 

ChanneU,  Seijt. — This  is  not  the  case  of  a  stranger  pro- 

h2 
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1341,  ducing  a  dooument ;  ttie  person  producing  it  is  properly 
appointed  to  its  custody  by  tbe  deceased :  I  said  before, 
that  if  Lyon  had  been  alive,  there  couM  not  have  been  any 
difficulty ;  here,  instead  of  being  produced  by  Inm,  it  is 
called  for  to  be  used  as  against  his  executor. 

Erskine,  J. — I  think  that  makes  the  difference.  I  know 
of  no  case  which  goes  the  length  now  asked  for.  I  am  of 
opinion  that  we  cannot  see  this  deed. 

The  person  to  whom  the  money  was  lent  by  Ijyon^  was 
asked  if  Lyon  had  handed  over  his  life  policy  as  part  of  the 
security  in  the  contract. 


Sh^i  Serjt.,  objected  to  the  question. — ^The  poEcy  is 
sumed  to  have  been  handed  over  as  collateral  security  in  a 
ooBtract.  If  the  contract  were  produced,  it  would  appear 
under  what  circumstances  the  policy  wa»  handed  over. 
The  circumstances  may  have  been  such  as  to  render  the 
policy  inadmissible  in  evidence. 

The  objection  was  allowed;  but,  before  the  trial  was 
over,  the  attesting  witness  to  the  contract  was  able  to 
attend. 

Another  witness  proved,  that,  in  1837,  he  had  lent  i£19 
to  the  deceased,  for  which  he  could  get  no  re-payment. 

It  was  shewn,  that,  independently  of  the  leases  and 
the  policies  above  mentioned,  the  prc^erty  which  had 
come  to  the  defendant's  hands  allowedly  as  executor,  was 
£92,  and  that  he  had  administered  £89  of  it  in  various 
payments;  among  other  things,  £22.  13«.  for  the  probate 
duty  on  £800,  and  £28. 18«.  for  funeral  expenses. 

Shee^  Seijt.,  for  the  defendant. — ^Y^^  executor  had  not'as- 
sets  as  executor.  As  to  the  property  in  Claremont  Square, 
the  presumption  of  law  was  that  it  was  fireehdML;  if  so,  it 
would  not  go  to  the  executor ;  if  it  were  leasehold,  the 
plaintiffis  should  have  shewn  that  it  was  of  some  assignable 
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yalne.  Then^  touching  tlie  assignments^  the  question  for 
the  jorj  would  be^  whether  they  were  firaadulently  made  in 
such  a  manner  as  was  contemplated  by  the  13  Eliz.  c.  5, 
or  whether  they  were  snch  as  the  law  would  uphold.  They 
were  yohmtary^  no  doubt;  but^  being  in  consideration  of 
natural  love  and  affection^  they  were  not  fraudulent  of 
necessity.  To  make  an  assignment  void,  it  must  be  both 
Tohmtary  and  fraudulent,  as  was  held  in  Shears  and  Ano- 
ther V.  Rogers,  (3  B.  &  Ad.  362)  (a).  If  that  were  so, 
the  defendant  took  the  property  in  question,  not  as  exe- 
cutor to  the  deceased,  but  as  trustee  for  Clara  Lyon.  It 
is  admitted,  that  the  assignments  made  by  the  deceased 
are  valid,  unless,  at  the  time  that  he  made  them,  he  was 
in  insolvent  circumstances.  The  only  proof  of  his  insol- 
vency is,  that  he  did  not  pay  a  debt  of  £19,  and  this  pre- 
sent debt  of  £20,  for  which  this  action  was  brought ;  and 
I  submit  that  that  is  not  such  a  default  as  for  a  jury  to 
infer  insolvency  therefrom. 

He  then  proved  the  sums  realized  under  the  different 
sales;  such  as  the  sale  of  furniture,  the  sale  of  books,  &c  ^ 
and  the  administration  of  the  several  amounts. 


1841. 
Jackson 

V. 
BOWLBT. 


(a)  Shears  and  Another  v.  Ro- 
gers, executor,  &c.,  of  John  Mor- 
pan.  To  render  a  conveyance  frau- 
dulent within  the  stat.  13  £liz. 
c  5,  the  party,  at  the  time  of  mak- 
ing it,  must  be  indebted  to  the 
extent  of  insolvency.  But  when  a 
person,  owing  £102  on  a  bond, 
wrote  to  the  obligee  that  he  and 
his  wife  were  bound  down  by  pe- 
cuniary embarrassments,  and  that 
the  obligee's  proceeding  to  extre- 
mities would  render  the  debtor's 
wife,  afVer  his  death,  perfectly  des- 
titute; and  a  month  afterwards, 
far  a  nominal  sum  of  £10,  and  in 
consideration  of  natural  love  and 
afiection,  assigned  a  lease  (of  the 
value  of  £206)  to  A^  in  trust  for 
hb  own  benefit  for  life,  and  after 


his  death  for  that  of  one  of  his 
daughters-in-law;  and  he  soon 
afterwards  died,  having  by  will 
made  the  assignee  of  the  lease  his 
executor ;  by  which  assignment  of 
the  lease,  the  residue  of  his  property 
became  insufficient  to  discbarge  the 
bond  debt :  it  was  held,  that  the  as- 
signment was  within  the  meaning  of 
the  statute,  and  utterly  void  against 
creditors;  and  that  the  lease  was 
assets  in  the  hands  of  the  executor. 
And  in  giving  judgment  PeUteson, 
J., said — **  Whether  the  assignment 
was  fraudulent  or  not  depends  on 
the  question  whether  the  party  was 
insolvent  at  the  time.  The  state- 
ment of  the  assets  and  debts,  and 
the  letter  written  at  his  desire  by 
his  attorney,  shew  that  he  was." 
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1841.  Channett,  Serjt.,  for  the  plaintiffs,  in  reply. — ^The  conyqr- 

ances  were  fraudulent.  First,  for  the  leaseholds — ^there 
were  circumstances  of  suspicion  attaching  to  them;  among 
others,  that  the  transfers  were  not  registered  according 
to  law ;  with  respect  to  the  policies,  there  was  no  notice 
at  the  office  given  of  their  transfer  till  February,  1841* 
though  the  transfers  were  made  in  June,  1840.  It  is  said 
that  transfers,  though  voluntary,  are  not  necessarily  firaud- 
ulent ;  nor  are  they.  But  it  is  not  necessary,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  a  man  should  know  he  is  insolvent  at  the  time 
he  makes  a  voluntary  assignment,  in  order  to  render  that 
assignment  fraudulent.  Suppose  a  person  have  £1000,  and 
owe  £1000,  which  he  may  be  called  on  to  pay  at  any  mo- 
ment; if  he,  under  these  circumstances,  give  any  portion 
of  the  property  in  his  hands  to  any  person  to  whom  he  is 
not  a  debtor,  he  is  withdrawing  his  property  from  his  fair 
creditors,  he  makes  himself  insolvent  by  that  very  act,  and 
the  transfer  is  void.  Suggestions  had  been  made  as  to  the 
amount  of  the  funeral  expenses.  The  law  allows  but  £10, 
when  the  estate  of  the  deceased  is  insolvent.  With  respect 
to  the  amount  of  the  probate  duty,  the  value  of  this  estate 
is  now  said  to  be  not  £100,  and  the  duty  would  therefore 
be  10s,  The  executor  had  wantonly  sworn  it  to  be  under 
£800,  and  had  thus  wasted  the  estate  by  incurring  a  duty 
of  £15,  which  the  plaintiffs  were  entitled  to  recover  from 
him. 

EasKiNE,  J.,  in  summing  up. — ^The  plea  here  is  plene 
administravit;  and  the  question  is,  whether,  at  the  time  of 
action  brought,  the  defendant  had  any  goods  of  the  tes- 
tator Lyon  in  his  hands,  which  he  had  not  administered. 
The  plaintiffs  are  bound  to  show  that  affirmatively.  The 
defendant  must  show  that  he  administered  aU  he  had; 
and  though  the  plaintiffs  are  entitled  to  a  verdict,  and, 
therefore,  to  their  costs,  if  they  can  show  that  the  de- 
fendant had  one  shilling  of  the  testator's  unadministered, 
yet  the  measure  of  the  plaintiffs'  damages  is  not  the  amount 
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of  their  debt^  but  only  so  macb  as  they  can  show  the  exe- 
cutor has  not  administered,  but  has  still  in  his  hands.  It 
has  been  shewn  that  the  defendant  received  large  sums  of 
money;  but  he  says  he  received  them  as  trustee^  and  not 
as  executor  to  the  deceased.  To  prove  that^  certain  deeds 
are  offered  in  evidence.  Lyon  had  a  right'  to  assign  his 
property ;  but  the  law  says^  it  is  void  as  against  creditors 
if  done  fraudulently.  The  plaintiffs  attempt  to  prove  that 
it  was  so  done^  by  showing  that^  at  the  time  of  the  convey- 
ance^ Lyon  was  indebted  in  two  sums  of  £20  and  £19 ;  and 
that  when  the  property  in  question  was  removed  from  the 
whole  property  which  he  had^  there  was  not  enough  left  to 
pay  these  two  sums  amounting  to  £39.  The  question  is^ 
what  is  meant  by  insolvency  ?  If  by  the  act  of  assignment 
the  party  makes  himself  insolvent,  that  is,  if  the  property 
left  after  the  conveyance  is  not  enough  to  pay  his  debts, 
that  is  insolvency  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  the  plaintiff 
in  this  action.  But  inasmuch  as  there  is  no  evidence  that 
he  owed  more  than  £39,  and  as  his  property  realized  a 
sum  so  near  the  amount  expended,  even  if  that  expense 
were  all  fair,  it  is  still  a  question  for  you,  whether  the 
transfers  above  spoken  otwere  Jratuiulent.  Then  if  you  think 
there  has  been  no  fraud  here,  the  next  question  is,  has  the 
defendant  fully  administered  all  that  came  to  his  hands  as 
executor  ?  There  is  no  evidence  what  the  testator's  pro- 
perty did  realize.  The  executor  is  entitled  to  charge  for 
decent  ftmeral  expenses ;  and  what  are  decent  expenses  is 
a  question  for  the  jury.  Then  for  the  probate  stamp,  the 
question  would  also  be  on  the  point,  whether  there  were 
reasonable  ground  for  the  defendant  to  swear  the  pro- 
perty under  £800,  (considering  that  he  must  act  promptly 
(within  a  year);  he  perhaps  ought  not  to  be  held  to  a  close 
search  of  the  testator's  effects :  or  whether  he,  who  knew 
so  much  of  the  affairs  of  Lyon,  should  not  know  that  he 
could  safely  swear  it  to  be  under  £100.  If  the  jury  were 
of  the  latter  opinion,  they  would  diminish  a  proportionate 
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lg41,        amount  from  the  assets  which  were  said  to  have  been 
administered. 

Verdict  for  plaintiffs,  20/.  Ss.  lOrf. 

Chaamdl,  Serjt.,  and  W,  H,  Watson,  for  the  plaintiffs. 
Shee,  Serjt.,  and  Petersdorff,  for  the  defendants. 

[Attornies — A.  Jonei,  and  Messn.  JVallt.'] 


Sittings  in  Middlesex  in  Hilary  Term,  1842. 

BEFORE    MR.   JUSTICE    COLTMAN. 


j^^  2Q^  RuMSEY  V.  Webb  et  Ux. 

The  defendant  ACTION  for  slander  of  a  servant,  in  her  character  of 

•poke  to  tbe 

piaintir s  mi»-  servant,  whereby  she  lost  her  place.  Plea,  not  guilty. — 
cWgin^the  ^he  plaintiff  was  servant  to  William  Catling.  It  ap- 
fffi°*iari '*^n  P®^®^  ^^^  ^^'  Catling  called  on  Mrs.  Webb,  and  asked 
her  conduct  as  how  her  (Mrs.  Catling's)  sister  had  behaved  to  the  plain- 
consequence 'of  tiff  during  Mrs.  Catling's  absence  in  the  country;  where- 
tiffbrt^er^^^  upon  Mrs.  Webb  said,  "  Mrs.  Catling,  you. are  not  aware 
place.  The  only  'if  hat  kind  of  servant  you  have,  if  you  were  you  would  not 

plea  on  the  re-  ^                  ^       ^                   ¥ 

cord  was.  Not  keep  her;  for  I  can  assure  you  she  is  often  out  with  our 

ffihaVr  mairied  man.     She  was  out  with  him  last  Sunday  mom. 

^ffh^under  ^°Si  *"^^>  whcn  you  wcrc  in  the  countiy,  she  was  out  gos- 

that  plea,  dis-  giping  till  11  or  12  o'clock  at  night.''    The  mistress  upon 

prove  malice  t 

intherarious  this  discharged  her  Servant. 

which  it  is'usu.  ^^  witness,  Mrs.  Catling,  said,  in  cross-examination, 

***rA*tbB*^'  that  she  had,  on  a  previous  occasion,  asked  the  defendant^ 

was  estopped  Mrs.  Webb,  to  look  after  her  servant. 

from  giving 

evidence  of 

the  truth  of  the  &ct8  as  rebutting  the  malice,  because  he  had  not  pleaded  that  the  facts  were 

true. 

Though  in  such  case  the  absence  of  the  proof  of  special  damage,  (that  the  plaintiff  thereby 
lost  her  plact),  cannot  affect  the  verdict,  yet  the  jury  may  consider  it  in  assessing  damages. 
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CoLTMAN,  J.,  refused  to  receive  evidence  of  the  tratb  of 
the  words,  (as  the  truth  was  not  pleaded),  on  any  ground, 
even  to  make  out  that  the  conversation  was  a  privileged 
communication,  or  to  shew  that  the  defendant,  Mrs.  Webbj 
believed  the  words  to  be  true  (a). 

CoLTHAN,  J.,  in  summing  up,  left  it  to  the  jury  to  say, 
first,  whether  the  words  were  spoken  as  laid;  and,  se- 
condly, whether  they  thought  that  this  was  done  with  the 
honest  intent  of  giving  a  neighbour  important  information 
of  what  was  going  on  in  his  family,  or  whether  it  was 
done  in  an  idle,  gossiping,  and  m'aUdous  spirit?  His 
Lordship  further  said:— If  a  neighbour  makes  inquiry 
of  another  respecting  his  own  servants,  that  other  may 
state  what  he  believes  to  be  true;  but  the  case  is  different 
when  the  statement  is  a  voluntary  act ;  yet,  even  in  this 
case,  the  jury  is  to  consider  whether  the  words  were  dic- 
tated by  a  sense  of  the  duty  which  one  neighbour  owes  to 
another.     If  the  jury  thought  that  the  plaintiff  was  not 


1842. 


RUMSIT 

V. 
WSBB. 


(«)  In  Roberts  v.  Camden  (9 
East, 92),  Lord  ElUnborough,  C.  J., 
in  giTing  judgment,  said,  "  It  has 
been  settled,  ever  since  the  case 
of  Underwood  v.  Paries,  (2  Stra. 
1200),  that  the  truth  of  the  words 
cannot  be  given  in  evidence  upon 
not  guflty,  but  must  be  specially 
pleaded.  In  Smith  v.  Thomas,  (2 
Bing.  N.  C.  38 1\  which  was  an  ac- 
tion for  words,  the  defendant  plead- 
ed, among  other  things,  that  the 
words  were  spoken  in  the  coiune  of 
a  confidential  communication,  and 
that  he  believed  the  slander  to  be 
true,  and  Tmdal,  C.  J.,  said,  '<The 
allegation,  that  the  defendant  did  be- 
lieve the  words  to  be  true,  negatives 
undoubtedly  that  single  ground  of 
nuilice,  but  no  more ;  the  commu- 
nication may  have  been  malicious 
on  various  other  grounds." 

It  was  said  by  Holroyd,  J.,  in 


Fairman  Y,Ives,  (5B.&A.,  645), 
that,  **  generally  speaking,  the  truth 
of  the  facts  which  form  the  subject 
matter  of  the  slander  can  only  be 
given  in  evidence  when  specially 
pleaded ;  but  in  that  case  the  speak- 
ing or  publishing  of  the  slander  is 
not  justified  by  the  mere  occasion 
on  which  it  is  spoken  or  published, 
but  because  it  is  true.  By  shew- 
ing the  truth  of  the  slanderous 
matter  which  is  the  subject  matter 
of  the  action,  you  don't  shew  that 
it  was  not  maliciously  spoken  or 
published,  but  merely  that  the  party 
is  not  entitled  to  damages,  because 
he  is  guilty  of  the  charge  imputed 
to  him.  On  the  other  hand,  by 
shewing  that  the  slander  was  spoken 
or  published  on  a  justifiable  occa- 
sion, you  shew  that  it  was  not  done 
maliciously,  and  that  goes  to  the 
very  gist  of  the  action." 
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dismissed  in  consequence  of  what  the  defendant  Mrs. 
Webb  had  said^  that  might  be  considered  in  mitigation  of 
damages^  though  it  was  not  necessary  to  prove  the  special 
damage  to  make  out  a  cause  of  action. 

Verdict  for  plaintiff — ^Damages  10*. 


His  Lordship  refused  to  certify  to  make  the  defendant 
pay  all  costs  under  the  provisions  of  the  3  &  4  Vict, 
c.  24(ft). 

Bompas,  Serjt.^  and  Lush,  for  the  plaintiff. 
Shee,  Serjt.^  and  Swann,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attorn ies — Masterman  8f  Austin,  and  R,  Hodgson,'] 


Afterwards,  29th  of  January,  Shee,  Seijt.,  moved  for  a 
rule  to  set  aside  the  verdict,  on  the  ground  of  rejection  of 
evidence.  But  the  rule  was  refused;  and  it  was  said  by  the 
Court,  that,  as  the  truth  of  the  words  was  not  pleaded,  no 
evidence  could  be  received  to  that  end  for  any  purpose. 


(6)  3  &  4  Vict.  c.  24,  8. 2.    «  If 

the  plaintiff,  in  any  action  of  tres- 
pass or  of  trespass  on  the  case, 
brought  or  to  be  brought  in  any 
of  her  Majesty's  Courts  at  West- 
minster, or  in  the  Court  of  C.  P.  at 
Lancaster,  or  in  the  Court  of  C.  P. 
at  Durham,  shall  recover  by  the 
verdict  of  a  jury  less  damages  than 
40«.,  such  plaintiff  shall  not  be  en- 
titled to  recover  or  obtain  from  the 
defendant,  in  respect  of  such  ver- 
dict, any  costs  whatever,  whether  it 
shall  be  given  upon  any  issue  or 
issues  tried,  or  judgment  shall  have 


passed  by  default,  unless  the  judge 
or  presiding  officer,  before  whom 
such  verdict  shall  be  obtained,  shall 
immediately  afterwards  certify,  on 
the  back  of  the  record,  or  on  the 
writ  of  trial  or  writ  of  inquiry,  that 
the  action  was  really  brought  to 
try  a  right,  besides  the  mere  right 
to  recover  damages  for  the  trespass 
or  grievance  for  which  the  action 
shall  have  been  brought,  or  that 
the  trespass  or  grievance,  in  re- 
spect of  which  the  action  was 
brought,  was  wilful  and  malicious." 
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JLn  the  Vacation  after  Trinity  Term,  1841,  Sir/oA»  Camp- 
beU,  Knight,  her  Majesty's  Attorney  General,  was  created 
a  peer,  by  the  title  of  Lord  Campbell,  and  was  appointed 
Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  vice  Lord  Plunkett ;  and  Sir 
T,  WUde,  Knight,  her  Majesty's  Solicitor  General,  was 
appointed  her  Majesty's  Attorney  General,  vice  Lord 
Campbell. 

In  the  same  vacation,  W.  TVhaiely,  Esq.,  B.  Godson,  Esq., 
S.  Sharp,  Esq.,  C.  J,  Knowles,  Esq.,  and  M.  T.  Baines, 
Esq.,  were  appointed  her  Majesty's  Counsel  learned  in  the 
law.  C.  ^u«/in,  Esq.,  received  a  patent  of  precedency;  and 
the  Hon.  J.  Stuart  Wortley,  Esq.,  was  appointed  one  of  her 
Majesty's  Counsel  learned  in  the  law. 

In  the  same  vacation,  J.  V,  Thompson,  Esq.,  was  called 
to  the  degree  of  Serjeant  at  law. 

In  the  same  vacation,  A,  E.  Cockbum,  Esq.,  was  ap- 
pointed one  of  her  Majesty's  Counsel  learned  in  the  law. 

In  the  same  vacation,  Lord  Lyndhurst  was  appointed 
Lord  High  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain,  vice  Lord  Gotten^ 
ham ;  Sir  Edward  Sugden  was  appointed  Lord  Chancellor 
of  Ireland,  vice  Lord  Campbell;  Sir  F.  Pollock,  Knight, 
was  appointed  Her  Majesty's  Attorney  General,  vice  Sir 
T.  fVUde,  Knight ;  and  Sir  fV.  W.  Follett,  Knight,  was 
appointed  Her  Majesty's  Solicitor  General. 
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1841.  On  the  first  day  of  Michaelmas  Term,  1841,  /.  L.  Knight 

Bruce^  Esq.,  and  J.  Wigram,  Esq.,  were  appointed  Vice- 
Chancellors,  in  pursuance  of  the  stat.  5  Vict.  c.  5,  s.  19. 
They  afterwards  received  the  honour  of  knighthood,  and 
were,  by  command,  sworn  of  Her  Majesty's  Most  Honour- 
able Privy  Council. 

In  the  same  term  E.  If^lbraham,  Esq.,  W.  Matthews, 
Esq.,  J.  H.  Koe,  Esq.,  J,  G.  Teed,  Esq.,  fV.  L.  Lowndes, 
Esq.,  T,  Purvis,  Esq.,  /.  Walker,  Esq.,  R.  S.  Parker,  Esq., 
J,  Russell,  Esq.,  R.  P.  Roupell,  Esq.,  T.  O.  Anderdon,  Esq., 
and  i.  Wigram,  Esq.,  were  appointed  her  Majesty^s  Counsel 
learned  in  the  law. 

In  the  same  Term  C,  Cresswell,  Esq.,  was  appointed  one 
of  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  vice  Sir  J. 
B.  Bosanquet,  Knight. 
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OXFORD  SUMMER  CIRCUIT,  1841 


BEFORE  MR.  JUSTICE  COLERIDGE  AND  MR.  JUSTICE  COLTMAN. 


ABINGDON  ASSIZES. 
{Crown  Side.) 

BEFORE  MR.  JUSTICE  COLTMAN. 


Reoina  V.  Ann  Hearn. 

JW.ISDEME  ANOR. — The  prisoner  was  indicted  for  hav-  a  servant  was 
ing  attempted  to  set  fire  to  the  house  of  Edmund  Vidler,  attempting^© 
by  setting  fire  to  bed-fiirniture  and  bedding  therein.  ^®'  ^'®,  ^Z  ^^^ 

"  *^  °  master  8  house. 

It  appeared^  that,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  of  May,  it  was  proved 

that  the  furni- 

1841,  the  bed-furniture  and  bedding  of  two  of  the  rooms  ture  in  two  of 

in  Mr.  Vidler^s  house  were  discovered  to  be  on  fire,  and  ^^^  ^^  fi'^^nd 

soon  afterwards  a  silver  tea-spoon,  a  broken  salt-spoon,  *  fP**®"  ^^^ 

and  a  padlock  key  were  found  in  the  sucker  of  the  pump,  were  found  in 

It  was  proved  by  Mr.  Vidler,  that  he  said  to  the  prisoner,  the  pump.  The 

(who  had  been  in  his  service  about  a  week),  that,  if  she  did  p,tsTner?\hlt1f 

not  tell  the  truth  about  the  things  that  were  found  in  the  s*»e  ^^^  "^^  ^«^* 

the  truth  about 

pump,  he  would  send  for  the  constable  to  take  her,  but  the  things  found 
that  he  did  not  say  anything  to  her  about  the  fire.  woM  send^for 

the  constable  to 
take  her,  but  he 

CoLTMAN,  J. — I  think  that  this  is  such  an  inducement  said  nothing  to 

1  1  •  *^®'  respecting 

to  confess,  that  I  ought  not  to  hear  what  the  prisoner  the  fire  :— 
said.  ^"'^'  'l^'  '^}' 

was  such  an  in- 
ducement to 
confoss  as  would 
render  inadmissible  any  statement  that  the  prisoner  made  respecting  the  fire,  as  the  whole  was 
to  be  considered  as  one  transaction. 

The  prosecutor  proved,  that  when  the  prisoner  was  before  the  magistrate  she  was  duly 
cautioned,  and  that  she  made  a  statement,  which  was  taken  down  and  read  over  to  her,  and  to 
which  she  made  her  mark,  the  magistrate  also  signing  it.  The  prosecutor  identified  the  paper  by 
^s  own  signature  to  his  own  deposition,  being  on  the  same  sheet  of  paper  : — Held,  that  the  pri- 
■  8onec'«  statement  might  be  given  in  evidence  without  examining  either  the  magistrate  or  his  clerk. 
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no  CASES  ON  THE 

1841.  Carrington,  for  the  prosecution. — Does  your  Lordship 

think  that  this  excludes  anything  that  the  prisoner  said 
respecting  the  fire  ? 


Reoina 

V. 

Ann  Hearn. 


CoLTMAN,  J. — I  think  it  does.  It  is  really  all  one  trans- 
action. 

The  evidence  was  rejected. 

With  a  view  of  giving  in  evidence  the  statement  made 
by  the  prisoner  before  Mr.  Congreve,  the  committing 
magistrate^  Mr.  Yidler  had  the  depositions  put  into  his 
hand :  he  said^  "  I  was  present  at  the  examination  before 
Mr.  Congreve,  who  told  the  prisoner  that  she  was  not 
obliged  to  ^ay  anything  unless  she  chose,  and  he  cautioned 
her  not  to  say  anything  to  criminate  herself,  as  it  might 
be  used  against  her  on  her  trial.  She  made  a  statement, 
which  was  taken  down  and  read  over  to  her  by  Mr.  Con- 
greve,  and  to  which  she  made  her  mark.  This  is  it.  Mr. 
Congreve  also  signed  it.  I  know  it  to  be  the  same,  as 
my  own  deposition  with  my  signature  to  it  is  on  the  same 
sheet  of  paper.^^  Neither  the  magistrate  nor  his  clerk 
were  in  the  assize  town. 

CoLTMAN,  J. — ^You  may  give  the  prisoner's  statement  in 
evidence  (a). 

It  was  read,  and  in  it  the  prisoner  stated  that  she  had 

set  the  bed  furniture  and  bedding  on  fire  in  both  the  bed 

rooms,  and  that  she  had  previously  put  the  tea-spoon,  the 

broken  salt-spoon,  and  the  padlock  key  into  the  sucker  of 

the  pump. 

Verdict — Guilty. 

Carringtoriy  for  the  prosecution. 

[Attornies— Grflfy  8f  Godwin,'] 
(a)  See  the  case  of  Reg,  v.  Wilshaw,  post,  p.  1  45, 
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Regina  r.  Georoe  and  Ford. 

JLlOUSE-BREAKING.  —  The  prisoners  were  charged  A.  and  B.  were 
with  having  broken  into  the  house  of  James  Hnggins^  and  in  th  Jsamcln- 
with  having  stolen  therein  a  pound  of  bacon  and  other  ^*^?"*i^i* 
articles.     The  prisoner  George  pleaded  guilty,  and  the  the  house  of 

^      ,        .        .,^  J.  H.  and  gtcal- 

pnsoner  Ford  not  guilty.  ing  hu  goods. 

On  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  evidence  was  given  that  gJuty  *and  B. 
a  part  of  the  stolen  property  was  found  in  the  possession  P*®*^*^  "o^ 

-^  JT     AT       •f  X-  guilty,  and  was 

of  the  prisoner  Ford.  tried.  A.'spiea 

After  making  his  defence,  the  prisoner  Ford  proposed  to  record2,1t>ut 
call  the  prisoner  George  as  a  witness,  to  prove  that  he  been  "^^^n* 
(Ford)  was  not  present  at  the  committing  of  the  offence.  ^^^  ^  wished 

to  call  A.  as  a 

The  prisoner  George's  plea  of  guilty  had  been  recorded  witness  for  him: 
against  him,  but  no  sentence  had  been  passed  on  him.         he  ndjjt  do  w. 

CoLTMAN,  J. — The  prisoner  George  may  be  examined, 
if  the  other  prisoner  wishes  it. 

The  prisoner  George  was  examined  as  a  witness  for  the 
other  prisoner. 

The  jury  found  the  prisoner  Ford  guilty. 
Bros  for  the  prosecution. 

[Attorney — BlandyJ] 
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OXFORD  ASSIZES. 
{Crovm  Side,) 

BEFORE    MR.  JUSTICE    COLERIDGE. 


Ueoina  V.  ToLLETT  and  Taylor. 

There  is  such  a  JuARCENY. — ^The  prisoners  were  charged  with  stealing 
between *hu""*  *^^  watches,  six  handkerchiefs^  eleven  sovereigns,  seven- 
th '^'^  *jj?  ^^®  teen  half-sovereigns,  six  crown  pieces,  and  two  boxes,  the 
the  wife  cannot   property  of  Henry  Eltham. 

steal  the  foods 

of  the  husbandi  ^^  was  Opened  by  Keating,  for  the  prosecution,  that  it 
different*pewon  ^*^  ^®®^  arranged  between  the  prisoner  Taylor  and  the 
"f**h'^h  *°**^*  ^^^  ^^  ^®  prosecutor,  that  they  were  to  elope  together  on 
by  the  delivery   the  night  of  Saturday  the  31st  of  October,  1840;  and  that 

oi  the  wife  *  and 

if  the  wifede-  ^^^  prisoner  Tollctt  was  to  take  them  away  to  Gloucester 
of  the*hufband  ^  ^®  ^^^  together  with  two  boxes  containing  the  pro- 
to  an  indiflTer-     perty  of  the  husband ;  and  that,  about  midnight  on  Satur- 

ent  person,  for 

that  person  to  day  the  31st  of  October,  the  prisoner  Taylor  came  to  the 

his  own  use,  prosccutor^s  housc,  whcu  the  wife  delivered  to  him  the 

cen  "bu/""  boxcs  Containing  the  property  mentioned  in  the  indict- 

the  person  to  mcnt,  which  he  put  into  Toilettes  cart;  but  that  the  prose- 

whom  the  goods 

are  delivered      cutor^s  wife  did  not  clope,  becausc  the  prosecutor  awoke 

an  adulterer  it    ^^^  prevented  her ;  however,  instead  of  taking  the  pro- 
is  otherwise,, 
and  an  adulterer 

can  be  properly  convicted  of  stealing  the  husband's  goods  though  they  be  delivered  to  him  by 
the  wife. 

If  no  adultery  has  actually  been  committed  by  the  parties,  but  the  goods  of  the  husband  are 
removed  from  his  house  by  the  wife  and  the  intended  adulterer,  with  an  intent  that  the  wife 
should  elope  with  him  and  live  in  adultery  with  him,  this  taking  of  the  goods  is,  in  point  of  law, 
a  larceny. 

If  a  wife  elope  with  an  adulterer,  who  takes  her  clothes  with  them,  it  is  a  larceny ;  and  it  is 
as  much  a  larceny  to  steal  her  clothes,  which  are  her  husband's  property,  as  it  would  be  to  steal 
anything  else  that  was  his  property. 

If,  on  the  trial  of  a  man  for  larceny,  the  jury  are  satis6edthat  he  took  any  of  the  prosecutor's 
goods,  there  then  being  a  criminal  intention,  or  there  having  been  a  criminal  act  between  the 
prisoner  and  the  prosecutor's  wife,  the  jury  ought  to  convict,  even  though  the  goods  were  de- 
livered to  the  prisoner  by  the  prosecutor's  wife  ;  but  if  the  jury  should  think  that  the  prisoner 
took  away  the  goods  merely  to  get  the  wife  away  from  her  husband  as  a  friend  only,  and  without 
any  reference  to  any  connexion  between  the  prisoner  and  the  wife,  either  actuaJ  or  intendeds 
they  ought  to  acquit. 
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perty  to  Gloucester,  the  two  prisoners  went  with  it  to         1941, 
Abingdon,  where  they  were  found  with  it  on  the  morning 
of  Monday,  the  2nd  of  November. 


It  was  proved  by  the  prosecutor,  that,  on  his  going  to 
bed,  at  about  10  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  31  st  of  Octo- 
ber, the  boxes,  which  before  that  had  contained  his  wife's 
clothes,  his  own  silk  handkerchiefs,  the  two  watches,  and 
about  £4  in  money,  were  safe  in  his  bed-room,  and  that 
he  went  to  sleep ;  and  that  about  midnight  he  awoke  and 
saw  his  wife  was  up  and  dressed,  and  that  the  boxes  were 
gone.  In  his  cross-examination  he  said,  that  his  wife  and 
himself  had  been  on  bad  terms,  and  that  she  had  threat- 
ened to  leave  him  and  go  to  service. 

Mrs.  Emily  Eltham  said,  '^  I  am  the  wife  of  the  prose- 
cutor; I  know  both  the  prisoners.  Before  the  30th  of 
October  I  had  twice  met  the  prisoner  Taylor  at  Mrs.  Hay- 
ward's  in  Oxford ;  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  a  house  of  ill 
fame ;  we  were  in  a  bed-room  together  both  times,  for  as 
much  as  half  an  hour  each  time;  nothing  improper  passed 
between  us  on  either  occasion ;  I  went  to  tell  him  when  I 
was  ready  to  go  away  with  him;  it  was  arranged  between 
us  that  I  was  to  be  ready  by  eleven  o'clock  on  Saturday 
night  the  31st  of  October ;  the  boxes  and  money  were  to  be 
ready ;  I  told  him  no  amount ;  he  said  he  should  come  and 
take  the  boxes  and  me  also ;  we  were  to  go  to  Gloucester, 
and  live  together  as  man  and  wife;  Taylor  told  me  to 
bring  all  the  money  I  could;  I  put  more  money  into  one 
of  the  boxes,  it  was  £17;  it  was  my  husband's  money.  On 
the  night  of  Saturday  the  31st  of  October,  Taylor  came 
at  twelve  o'clock ;  he  asked  me  to  fetch  the  boxes,  I  said  I 
could  not ;  Taylor  fetched  them  out  of  the  room  in  which 
my  husband  was  asleep ;  I  was  dressed ;  I  had  not  gone  to 
bed,  and  should  have  then  gone  off  with  Taylor,  but  my 
husband  awoke,  and  that  prevented  me.  ToUett  had  told 
me  that  Taylor  had  arranged  with  him  to  take  me  and  my 
things  to  Gloucester.^ 
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184L  ^^  ^^  prored  by  Mr.  BeTnolds,  the  landlord  of  the 

King's  Head  and  Bell  at  Abingdon^  that  the  priaonen^ 
whom  he  had  known  before,  came  to  his  inn  in  a  cart 
ToixETT.  ^tij  ^|jg  boxes,  at  half-past  six  on  the  morning  of  Sunday 
the  1st  of  November;  that  they  stayed  there  till  Monday, 
when  the  prosecutor's  father  came  and  gave  them  into  the 
custody  of  the  police. 

It  was  proved  by  the  fEither  of  the  prosecutor,  that,  in 
consequence  of  information  given  by  the  wife  of  the  pro- 
secutor, he  followed  the  prisoners  to  Abingdon,  and  found 
them  with  the  boxes,  of  which  the  contents  were  "  all 
right ; "  and  that  in  the  boxes  he  found  all  the  articles 
mentioned  in  the  indictment.  In  his  cross-examination 
he  stated,  that  he  found  both  the  boxes  locked,  and  that 
he  unlocked  them  with  keys  given  to  him  by  the  wife  of 
the  prosecutor,  and  found  in  them  (besides  the  articles 
already  mentioned)  a  quantity  of  woman's  wearing  ap- 
parel. 

It  was  also  proved,  that  the  prisoner  ToUett  was  seen  near 
the  prosecutor's  house  at  one  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
Sunday  the  1st  of  November. 

The  boxes  were  produced :  they  were  large  heavy  boxes. 

Coleridge,  J. — I  think  that  there  is  no  evidence  to 
affect  the  prisoner  ToUett  as  a  principal. 

Carrififfton,  for  the  prisoner  Taylor. — Since  the  decision 
of  the  case  of  Hex  v.  Tolfree  it  is  impossible  to  deny,  that, 
if  a  married  woman  go  off  with  an  adulterer,  and  the 
guilty  parties,  at  the  time  of  the  elopement,  steal  the 
money  and  plate  of  the  husband,  this  is  a  larceny  in  the 
adulterer ;  although,  before  the  decision  of  that  case,  an 
opinion  had  been  not  only  entertained  but  acted  upon, 
which  went  the  length  of  holding  that  a  person  who  took 
the  goods  of  the  husband  by  the  delivery  of  the  wife  would 
not,  under  any  circumstances,  be  guilty  of  larceny,  and 
that  it  was  immaterial  whether  the  prisoner  and  the  wife  had 
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been  guilty  of  adultery  or  not  (a).    However^  taking  the 
case  of  Bex  y.  Tolfree  to  its  fiill  extent^  I  submit  that  there 


(a)  In  the  case  of  Rex  v.  7V>/- 
free^  M.  C.  C.  243,  the  prisoner, 
wbo  had  lodged  in  the  house  of 
the  prosecutor,  took  away  the  pro- 
secutor's wife,  together  with  mo- 
ney and  plate  of  the  prosecutor 
to  the  value  of  150/.,  and  wearing 
apparel  and  goods  to  the  value  of 
70L  more :  with  this  property  the 
prisoner  and  the  prosecutor's  wife 
proceeded  to  the  prisoner's  lodg- 
ings, where  they  lived  together  (she 
passing  as  his  wife)  till  he  was  ap- 
prehended. 

The  wife  of  the  prosecutor  was 
called  as  a  witness  for  the  prisoner, 
and  swore  that  there  was  none  of 
the  property  but  what  she  had  her- 
self taken  or  given  the  prisoner  to 
take. 

It  was  objected  on  the  part  of 
the  prisoner,  1st,  that  this  was  no 
larceny,  as  no  previous  adultery 
was  shewn  ;  and,  2nd,  that,  even  if 
a  previous  adultery  were  shewn,  it 
would  be  no  larceny,  for  that  the 
consent  of  the  wife  made  it  impos* 
sible  that  the  prisoner  could  be 
guilty  of  felony  in  a  joint  taking 
with  her.  But  the  twelve  judges 
held,  **  that  this  was  larceny  ;  for, 
though  the  wife  consented,  it  must 
be  considered  that  it  was  done  in- 
vilo  domino" 

This  case  appears  to  overrule  the 
case  of  Rex  v.  Clark,  tried  at  the 
Old  Bailey  January  Sessions,  1818, 
before  Mr.  Justice  Park  and  Mr. 
Justice  jibhottf  which  will  be  found 
in  the  Session  Paper  of  that  date, 
p.  65,  and  referred  to  R.  &  R.  C.  C. 
376,  n.  (a). 

Before  the  decision  of  the  case 
of  Rex  V.  Tolfree,  it  had  been  tup- 


posed  that  the  taking  away  a  per- 
son's goods  by  the  delivery  of  his 
wife,  was  not  in  any  case  a  larceny, 
and  was  a  civil  trespass  only;  but 
in  no  one  of  the  authorities  on  that 
subject,  except  the  case  of  Rex  v. 
Clarky  is  it  at  all  suggested  that  the 
wife  left  her  husband  to  live  in 
adultery  with  the  defendant. 

In  Fitz.  N.  B.  121,  K.,  it  is  said, 
'*  If  a  man  sueth  in  the  spiritual 
court  for  taking  and  detaining  from 
him  his  wife,  lawfully  married  unto 
him,  if  the  other  sue  a  prohibition 
for  the  same,  he  shall  have  a  con- 
sultation, forasmuch  as  for  restitu- 
tion of  his  wife  only  he  sued,  &c. ; 
and  yet  he  may  have  an  action  at 
the  common  law  de  uxore  abducta 
cum  bonis  viriy  or  an  action  of  tres- 
pass for  taking  the  wife,  as  it  seem- 
eth."  In  Lilly's  Entries,  p.  441, 
is  a  declaration  in  treapass  of  £.  T. 
33  Car.  2,  in  a  case  of  Palmer, 
Esq.,  V.  Trevor,  Esq.,  for  taking 
away  the  plaintifTs  wife  with  his 
goods.  There  are  several  instances 
of  actions  on  the  case  for  harbour- 
ing the  plaintiff's  wife  ;  and  Mr. 
Chitttf,  in  his  Treatise  on  Pleading, 
vol.  2,  p.  642,  n.  (a),  after  observ- 
ing that  a  declaration  for  crim.  con. 
may  be  properly  framed  in  case, 
goes  on  to  add,  "  When  it  may  be 
doubtful  whether  the  criminal  con- 
versation can  be  proved,  and  the 
defendant  has  been  guilty  of  entic^ 
ing  away  or  harbouring  the  wife, 
it  may  be  advisable  to  add  counts 
for  such  injuries,  and  which  may 
be  framed  as  in  the  precedent  in 
WiUes,  578—580." 

That  precedent  is  in  the  case  of 
Winsmore  v.  Greenbank,  which  was 
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is  no  larceny  in  the  present  case^  as  it  is  distinctly  proved 
that  there  has  been  no  adultery  committed^  and  that  no 
elopement  ever  took  place.  In  the  case  of  Rex  v.  Tolfree 
the  ground  of  the  decision  was,  that  the  wife  had  eloped, 
and  had  committed  adultery  with  the  prisoner.  Even  ad- 
mitting, for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  it  would  be  a 
larceny  for  a  man  to  take  away  the  money  or  watches  of  a 
husband  by  the  delivery  of  his  wife,  who  intended  to  elope 
with  him,  there  is  no  evidence  that  the  prisoner  knew 
that  these  large  boxes  contained  either  watches  or  money; 
for,  the  fact  of  his  telling  the  prosecutor's  wife  to  "  bring*' 
all  the  money  she  could,  would  tend  rather  to  shew  that  she 
was  to  bring  it  with  her,  and  was  not  to  put  it  in  these  boxes; 
and  if  the  prisoner  did  not  know  that  these  boxes  contained 
valuables,  and  believed  that  they  contained  the  clothes  of  the 
prosecutor's  wife,  I  submit  that  he  should  be  acquitted;  and 
that  it  cannot  be  a  larceny,  even  in  an  adulterer,  to  take 
away  the  wearing  apparel  of  the  woman  with  whom  he  elopes 
for  her  to  wear  after  the  elopement  has  taken  place;  for,  if 
that  were  so,  every  defendant  in  every  crim.  con.  case  that 
ever  was  tried  might  have  been  tried  for  larceny  in  steal- 
ing the  clothes  of  the  woman  with  whom  he  eloped,  more 
especially  if,  at  the  time  she  eloped  with  her  seducer,  she 
carried  away  in  the  carriage  more  clothes  than  she  was 
actually  wearing  at  the  time,  and  yet  no  such  indictment 
for  stealing  the  clothes  of  a  married  woman  under  such 
circumstances   was  ever  preferred,  which  it,  no  doubt. 


an  action  on  the  casfy  for  persuad- 
ing and  procuring  the  plaintiff's 
yrife  to  continue  absent  from  him, 
per  quod  consortium  amisit,  in 
vhich  the  plaintiff  recovered  3000/. 
damages.  There  were  also  counts 
for  harbouring  and  secreting  the 
wife  of  the  plaintiff.  The  case  of 
Philp  V.  Squire,  1  Pea.  N.  P.  C.  82, 
and  Berthon  v.  Cartwrighty  2  Esp. 
N.  P.  C.  480,  were  both  actions  on 


the  case,  for  harbouring  the  plain- 
tiff's wife;  and  in  the  former  Lord 
Kenyon  held,  that  no  action  lay 
against  the  defendant  if  he  received 
the  wife  on  a  representation  by 
her  that  her  husband  had  ill-used 
and  turned  her  out  of  doors;  and 
his  Lordship  said,  '*  It  is  of  no 
consequence  whether  the  wife's  re- 
presentation was  true  or  false." 


TOLLETT. 
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would  have  been^  if  the  taking  of  wearing  apparel^  under        .1841. 
such  circumstances^  was  a  larceny.     K  therefore  the  pri-      '^^    ^ 
soner  was  not  aware  that  the  boxes  contained  more  than  v. 

the  wearing  apparel  of  the  wife^  I  submit  that  the  prisoner 
was  not  guilty  of  larceny  in  taking  them  away  in  the  man- 
ner  that  has  been  proved.  The  keys  of  the  boxes  remained 
with  the  wife ;  and  there  is  not  the  slightest  evidence  from 
which  it  can  be  inferred,  that  the  prisoner  ever  attempted 
to  break  bulk,  or  in  any  way  to  convert  any  of  the  articles 
to  his  own  use ;  and  the  whole  of  the  evidence  goes  to  shew 
that  he  merely  kept  the  boxes  and  their  contents  for  the 
wife  of  the  prosecutor.  If  the  prisoner  had  these  boxes 
and  their  contents  by  the  delivery  of  the  vrife,  without  any 
view  to  any  adultery  either  committed  or  intended,  it  can- 
not be  for  a  moment  suggested  that  this  is  a  larceny^ 
Now  there  is  no  evidence  of  any  adultery  actually  com- 
mitted, and  no  evidence  of  any  adultery  being  even  in- 
tended, except  that  of  the  wife,  who,  as  far  as  the  adul- 
terous intention  (which  is  all  she  deposes  to),  was  an 
accomplice,  and  as  such  would  require  confirmation. 

Coleridge,  J.,  (in  summing  up). — There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  property  found  in  the  possession  of  the  prisoner 
at  Abingdon  was  the  property  of  the  prosecutor  Henry 
Eltham,  and  that  it  was  taken  from  his  house  on  the  night 
of  Saturday,  the  31st  of  October,  and  that  it  was  found 
at  Abingdon  in  the  same  state  in  which  it  was  taken ;  and 
it  seems  also  to  be  clear,  that  neither  of  the  prisoners 
was  in  possession  of  the  keys  which  unlocked  the  boxes. 
With  respect  to  the  prisoner  Tollett,  I  think  that  the  evi- 
dence is  insufficient  to  affect  him  as  a  principal.  The 
evidence,  as  it  affects  the  other  prisoner,  is  therefore  that 
which  you  will  principally  have  to  attend  to.  It  is  proved 
by  the  prosecutor,  that  he  and  his  wife  had  been  upon  bad 
terras,  and  that  she  had  threatened  to  leave  hira  and  go  to 
service ;  and  the  wife  herself  says,  that  she  twice  met  the 
prisoner  Taylor  at  Mrs.  Hayward's,  which  she  does  not 
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1341^        know  to  be  a  house  of  ill  fame^  and  there  arranged  with 
the  prisoner  Taylor  that  she  should  elope  with  him,  and 
that  they  should  live  at  Gloucester  as  man  and  wife.     She 
says,  that  on  these  two  occasions  she  was  with  the  prisoner 
in  a  bed-room  for  half  an  hour  each  time,  but  that  no- 
thing improper  passed  between  them ;  she  also  says,  that 
the  prisoner  Taylor  desired  her  to  bring  all  the  money  she 
could,  and  that  she  was  to  get  the  money  and  the  boxes 
ready  on  the  Saturday  night,  and  he  would  come  for  them 
and  take  her  away  with  him  fdso.    She  further  states,  that 
she  sat  up  after  her  husband  had  gone  to  bed  in  expecta- 
tion of  his  coming;  that  he  did  come,  and  that  she  took 
him  into  the  room  in  which  her  husband  was  asleep,  and 
that  he  took  the  boxes  away  in  the  cart  of  the  other  pri- 
soner, Tollett,  and  that  if  her  husband  had  remained  asleep 
she  would  have  gone  off  with  the  prisoner  Taylor;  but  as 
her  husband  awoke  she  was  obliged  to  stay,  and  she  gave 
information  which  led  to  the  apprehension  of  the  prisoners 
at  Abingdon.    Now  by  law  there  is  such  a  unity  of  inter- 
est between  husband  and  wife,  that  ordinarily  the  wife 
cannot  steal  the  goods  of  the  husband^  nor  can  an  indif- 
ferent person  steal  the  goods  of  the  husband  by  the  deli- 
veiy  of  them  by  the  wife.     If,  therefore,  the  priaoner 
Taylor  had  been  an  indifferent  person,  and  the  wife  of  the 
prosecutor  had  delivered  this  money  and  these  goods  to 
him  to  convert  to  his  own  use  that  would  in  point  of  law 
have  been  no  larceny.     But  if  the  pierson  to  whom  the 
goods  are  delivered  by  the  wife  be  an  adulterer  it  is  other- 
wise, and  an  adulterer  can  be  properly  convicted  of  steal- 
ing the  husband's  goods  though  they  be  delivered  to  him 
by  the  wife.    On  this  evidence,  it  does  not  appear  that  the 
criminal  purpose  had  been  carried  into  effect ;  but  if  that 
criminal  purpose  had  not  been  completed,  and  these  goods 
were  removed  by  the  vdfe  and  the  prisoner  Taylor  with  an 
intent  that  she  should  elope  with  him  and  live  in  adultery 
with  him,  I  shall  direct  you  in  point  of  law  that  the  taking 
of  them  was  a  larceny.    Mr.  Carrington  has  said,  that  if 
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the  wife  eloped  with  an  adulterer  it  would  be  no  larceny  2341^ 
in  the  adulterer  to  assist  in  carrying  away  her  clothes.  I 
do  not  agree  with  him,  for  I  think  that  if  she  elopes  with 
an  adulterer,  who  takes  her  clothes  with  them,  it  is  lar- 
ceny to  steal  her  clothes,  which  are  her  husband^s  property, 
just  as  much  as  it  would  be  a  larceny  to  steal  her  husband^s 
wearing  apparel,  or  anything  else  that  was  his  property  (4). 
However,  the  evidence  in  this  case  goes  further  than  that; 
for  it  is  proved  that  the  prisoner  told  her  to  bring  with 
her  all  the  money  that  she  could,  and  a  sum  of  money  is 
contained  in  one  of  the  boxes.  Mr.  Carrington  also  con- 
tends, that,  except  on  the  evidence  of  the  wife,  there  is  no 
proof  that  the  prisoner  Taylor  was  anything  more  than  a 
friend ;  and  if  there  was  a  larceny  in  the  stealing  of  these 
goods  the  wife  is  an  accomplice,  and  requires  confirmation. 
Taking  that  to  be  so,  we  find  that  she  is  confirmed  as  to 
aU  the  main  facts  of  the  case ;  and  she  certainly  appears 
to  have  no  motive  to  blacken  her  own  character ;  and  it 
seems  reasonable,  therefore,  to  believe  her  as  to  the  crimi- 
nal intention  on  her  part.  Mr.  Carrington  also  says,  that 
the  conduct  of  the  two  prisoners  was  not  that  of  thieves, 
as  they  stayed  at  Abingdon  where  they  were  known ;  and 
that  certainly  ought  to  weigh  in  favour  of  the  prisoners. 
It  is  also  said,  that  they  did  not  break  bulk ;  but  I  think 
that  that  does  not  amoimt  to  much,  because,  if  the  scheme 
was  for  the  wife  of  the  prosecutor  to  live  with  the  prisoner 
Taylor  at  Gloucester,  there  would  be  no  object  in  opening 
the  boxes  at  Abingdon.  It  is  further  said,  that  Taylor 
did  not  know  what  was  in  the  boxes ;  however,  if  a  man 
take  away  any  property  at  all  belonging  to  another,  having 
arranged  to  elope  with  the  wife  of  that  other,  and  having 
told  the  wife  to  bring  all  the  money  she  could,  it  will  be 

(6)  In  the  case  of  Cam  v.  Bricef  hands  of  trustees  to  her  sole  and 

Law  Jour.  Exch.  vol.  10,  p.  28,  separate  use,   might  he  taken  in 

and  7  M.  &  W.  183,  it  was  held,  execution   for  a  deht  of  her  hus- 

that  wearing  apparel  hought  hy  the  hand,  under  an  execution  sued  out 

wife,  out  of  an  income  settled  in  the  against  him. 
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1841.        f^^  7^^  ^o  s^y  whether  lie  did  not  intend  to  steal  the  pro- 
perty thus  taken  away,  though  he  might  not  at  the  time 
V.  of  the  taking  know  exactly  of  what  the  property  con- 

sisted.  K  you  are  satisfied  that  the  prisoner  Taylor  took 
any  of  the  husband's  property,  there  then  being  a  crimi- 
nal intention,  or  there  having  been  a  criminal  act  between 
that  prisoner  and  the  wife,  it  is  a  larceny,  and  you  ought 
to  find  the  prisoner  guilty;  but  if  you  think  that  the  pri- 
soner took  away  the  boxes  merely  to  get  the  vrife  away 
as  a  friend  only,  and  without  any  reference  to  any  cri- 
minal connexion  between  the  prisoner  and  the  wife,  either 
actual  or  intended,  you  ought  to  acquit  him. 

The  jury  found  the  prisoner  Taylor,  Guilty  ? 
and  the  prisoner  Tollett,  Not  guilty. 

Keatinff,  for  the  prosecution. 
Carringtoriy  for  the  prisoners. 

[Attornies — JValsh,  and  Looker. ^ 
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WORCESTER  ASSIZES. 


{Crovm  Side.) 

BEFORE    MR.   JUSTICE    COLERIDGE. 


Regina  V.  Andrews. 

Housebreaking.— The  indictment,  after  charging  An  indictment 
the  breaking  and  entering  the  house  in  the  usual  form,  jng,  X*r  chwgl 
charged  that  the  prisoner  '"  forty-two  pieces  of  the  cur-  JU* ',^d**'**^' 
rent  gold  coin  of  the  realm,  called  sovereigns,   of  the  J"«  ^^  t*>e  usual 
value  of  £42,  in  the  same  dwelling-house  then  and  there  that  the  pn- 
being  found,  then  and  there  feloniously  did  steal,  take,  and  tw°o*piece7of' 
carry  away."  &c.  ****  current 

•^  ''  gold  coin  of  this 

realm,  called 

Greaves,  for  the  prisoner. — I  submit  that  the  indictment   the  value  of 
is  bad,  as  it  does  not  sufiSciently  aver  the  stealing  to  have  f^^* dweiHnff. 
been  in  the  dwelling-house.   The  words  "  then  and  there"  *;^"*«  ^*>«"  a°<i 

^  there  being 

merely  amount  to  the  same  as  the  words  '^  to  wit,  on  the  found,  then  and 

day  and  year  aforesaid,   in  the  parish  aforesaid,  in  the  oi^iy  did^Ual 

county  aforesaid;''  and  the  present  indictment  ought  to  ^J^^^^.^^ 

have  run  "  then  and  there,  in  the  same  dwelling-house,  fe-  ^^if^f  good,  and 

that  the  words 

loniously  did  steal,  take,  and  carry  away/'  &c.     In  the  «*  then  and 
case  of  Regina  v.  Smith  (a),  which  was  tried  at  Liverpool  ias7aiie*gation, 
before  Mr.  Justice  Patteson.  the  indictment  charged  that  ^?^^  sufficient 

'  °  without  the 

the  prisoner  broke  into  a  shop,  and  two  saws,  "  of  the  words "  in  the 
goods  and  chattels  of  the  said  J.  S.,  in  the  shop  then  and  house"  being 
there  being  found,  feloniously  did  steal,  take,  and  carry  *^^*^  ^°  ^***"*' 
away,"  &c.     It  was  objected  by  Dr.  Brovm  for  the  pri- 
soner, that  the  prisoner  could  only  be  convicted  of  simple 
larceny,  as  the  indictment  did  not  distinctly  aver  the  goods 

(ei)  2  M.  &  Rob.  115. 
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to  have  been  stolen  in  the  shop,      Mr.  Justice  Patteson 
allowed  the  objection.    The  words  of  the  15th  section  of 
».  the  Stat.  7  &  8  Greo.  4i,  c.  29,  as  to  breaking  into  shops, 

being  precisely  the  same  as  those  of  the  12th  section  rela- 
tive to  house-breaking. 

Coleridge,  J. — I  had  occasion  to  mention  that  case 
to  my  Brother  Patteson,  and  he  seemed  to  think  the  de- 
cision was  incorrect.  I  think  the  present  indictment  is 
sufficient  [b). 

The  prisoner  was  acquitted  on  the  merits. 

F,  V.  Lee,  for  the  prosecution. 
Greaves,  for  the  prisoner. 

[Attornies — Cooke,  and  FryzerJ] 
{h)  See  the  case  oi  Reg.  v.  Page,  9  C.  &  P.  756. 
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STAFFORD  ASSIZES. 


{Civil  Side.) 

BEFORE    MR.  JUSTICE    COLERIDGE. 


Dob  on  the  Demise  of  Mary  Salt,  the  Administratrix 

of  Thomas  Salt,  v,  Carr. 

JuJECTMENT  to  recover  a  cottage  and  garden,  situate  Apenonde- 

at  the  parish  of  Dilborne.  ^^^^  [^'i^- 

It  appeared  that  John  Salt,  being  seised  in  fee  of  the  '^idow  for  life., 

cottage  and  garden,  died,  leaving  a  widow  and  ten  chil-  death  to  his 

dren  him  surviving,  and  by  his  will,  duly  executed,  devised  ly,  with  a  power 

the  cottage  and  garden  to  his  wife  Ann  Salt  for  life,  and  at  |°  moitw«ror 

her  death  equally  among  his  children ;  but  by  his  will  he  Jf "» *"  *»«« 

gave  his  widow  power  to  sell  or  mortgage  the  property,  arising  from  the 

which  power  was  in  the  following  terms: — "And  if  the  sonai  estate  of 

fond  arising  from  my  real  and  personal  estate  is  not  suffi-  ^^If,  l^^^'eTent"" 

cient  for  the  maintenance  of  my  loving  wife,  then  I  give  ^^^  *«  ™*>"- 

tenance  of  the 

her  liberty  to  sell  or  mortgage  all  or  any  part  of  my  real  widow.    The 

or  personal  estate  of  what  nature  or  kind  soever .^^  Tut^Vmort. 

It  further  appeared,  that  John  Salt  died  in  the  year  ^8*  °^  ^® 

^^'^  '  •^  property  for 

1820,  and  that  in  the  year  1828  his  widow  executed  a  £^  to  her 

son  T.,  and 
it  was  proved 
that  four  years  before  the  mortgage  T.  advanced  his  mother  a  sum  less  than  £1  to  pay 
a  poor's  rate  that  she  was  unable  to  pay.  The  subscribing  witness  to  the  mortgage  deed  had 
acted  as  attorney  both  of  the  widow  and  T.  respecting  it: — Held,  that,  on  the  trial  of  an  eject- 
ment by  the  administratrix  of  T.  to  recover  the  property  under  the  mortgage  deed,  the  sub- 
scribing witness  might  be  cros^-examined  to  show  that  the  sum  of  j^30,  mentioned  in  the  mort- 
gage deed,  and  in  the  receipt  at  the  back  of  it,  was  never  in  fact  advanced. 

Heldf  also,  that  it  was  for  the  jury  to  say,  whether  the  widow  was  in  such  circumstances  as  to 
come  within  the  terms  of  the  power,  and  had  had  the  money  really  advanced  to  her,  or  whether 
the  mortgage  was  a  device  to  get  an  advantage  to  one  of  the  sons,  the  widow  not  being  in  cir- 
cumstances to  require  the  advance,  and  in  fact  never  having  received  the  money ;  and  that  in 
the  former  case  the  power  would  be  well  executed,  and  in  the  latter  not. 
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1841.  mortgage  for  1000  years  for  £30  to  her  son  Thomas  Salt; 
and  in  the  mortgage  deed  it  was  recited^  that  the  mortgage 
was  given  in  consideration  of  £30^  and  there  was  a  receipt 
for  the  sum  of  £30  indorsed  on  the  deed.  It  further 
appeared^  that  both  the  widow  of  John  Salt  and  her  son 
Thomas  Salt  were  dead,  and  the  present  ejectment  was 
brought  by  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff,  as  the  administratrix 
of  Thomas  Salt,  to  recover  possession  of  the  property  un- 
der the  mortgage  deed. 

It  was  proved,  on  the  part  of  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff, 
that,  in  the  year  1824,  Ann  Salt,  the  widow,  was  in  indi- 
gent circumstances,  and  had  asked  pecuniary  assistance 
from  her  son  Thomas  the  mortgagee,  she  being  unable  to 
pay  her  poor's  rate,  and  that  her  son  Thomas  after  at  first 
declining  to  assist  her,  unless  she  would  give  him  a  secu- 
rity on  the  land,  advanced  her  a  sum  less  than  twenty 
shillings. 

To  prove  the  execution  of  the  mortgage  deed  by  Ann 
Salt,  Mr.  Blagg,  the  attesting  witness,  was  called.  He  stated 
that  he  had  acted  as  the  solicitor  of  both  Thomas  Salt 
and  his  mother,  in  the  matters  relating  to  this  mortgage. 

It  was  proposed  by  Corbett,  for  the  defendant,  to  shew, 
by  the  cross-examination  of  Mr.  Blagg,  that  no  money  was 
in  fact  advanced  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  mort- 
gage deed. 

Whateley,  for  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff. — I  submit  that 
Mr.  Blagg  cannot  be  examined  as  to  this :  first,  on  the 
ground  that  Mr.  Blagg  having  acted  as  the  attorney  of 
Thomas  Salt,  he  cannot  be  allowed  to  give  evidence  of  what 
passed  between  himself  and  his  client,  to  destroy  the  valid- 
ity of  the  mortgage  that  he  had  prepared  for  his  client ; 
and,  secondly,  on  the  ground  that  parol  evidence  cannot 
be  received  to  contradict  the  recitals  in  the  mortgage  deed, 
and  the  receipt  on  the  back  of  it,  as  to  the  advance  of 
£30  by  Thomas  Salt. 
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Corbelt,  for  the  defendant. — I  submit^  that  as  Mr.  Blagg 
was  the  attesting  witness,  he  is  the  proper  person  to  be 
asked  as  to  what  passed  at  the  execution  of  the  deed.  I 
submit  also,  that  the  defendant  is  entitled  to  the  benefit 
of  this  evidence,  as  this  is  not  an  examination  as  to  any 
confidential  communication  between  Mr.  Blagg  and  his 
client,  but  an  examination  to  ascertain  the  circumstances 
attending  the  execution  of  a  deed.  With  respect  to  the 
second  point,  I  submit,  that  as  the  defendant  is  no  party 
to  the  deed,  and  claims  adversely  to  it,  he  is  not  concluded 
by  any  recital  contained  in  it,  and  that  he  is  at  liberty  to 
shew  by  the  parol  evidence  of  the  subscribing  witness,  that 
the  consideration  is  not  correctly  stated  in  the  deed,  and 
also  to  shew  in  like  manner  what  the  consideration  really 
was. 


1841. 


Coleridge,  J. — I  think  that  Mr.  Corbett  is  entitled 
to  go  into  the  examination  he  has  proposed,  and  that  the 
objection  cannot  be  supported  on  either  of  the  grounds 
put  by  the  learned  counsel  for  the  lessor  of  the  plain- 
tiff (c). 

The  questions  were  put,  and  Mr.  Blagg  stated  that  no 
money  was  advanced  by  Thomas  Salt  at  the  time  the 
mortgage  deed  was  executed ;  and  that  he  had  pointed  out 
to  Mrs.  Salt  the  advantage  she  was  giving  to  her  son  Tho- 


(a)  In  the  case  of  Call,  Bart.,  v. 
Dunning,  4  £a.  53,  the  plaintiff' pro- 
posed to  prove  the  execution  of  a 
bond,  by  putting  in  the  defendant's 
answer  to  a  bill  of  discovery,  on 
which  the  defendant  admitted  the 
execution  of  the  bond ;  but  it  was 
held  that  the  proof  was  not  suffi- 
cient without  calling  the  subscrib- 
ing witness ;  and  Mr.  Justice  Le 
Blanc  said,  **  A  fact  may  be  known 
to  the  subscrihing  witness  not  with- 
in the  knowledge  or  recollection  of 

VOL.  I.  ] 


the  obligor,  and  he  is  entitled  to 
avail  himself  of  all  the  knowledge 
of  the  subscrihing  witness  relative  to 
the  transaction"  In  the  case  of 
Cronk  V.  Frith,  9  C.  &  P.  197,  it 
was  held,  that,  to  prove  the  execu- 
tion of  a  bond,  it  was  necessary  to 
call  the  subscribing  witness,  though 
he  had  become  blind  ;  Lord  Abin- 
ger  observing  that  "  he  might,  from 
his  recollection  of  the  transaction, 
give  most  important  evidence  re- 
specting it" 

N.  P. 


( 
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1841.  ^^^^  ^y  granting  this  mortgage  when  the  money  had  not 
been  actually  advanced ;  when  Mrs.  Salt  replied,  that  she 
could  trust  her  son  Thomas,  and  that  it  had  been  arranged 
that  he  should  keep  an  account  of  monies  advanced  by 
him  to  her  from  time  to  time,  and  that  she  should  give 
vouchers.  It  was  further  stated  by  Mr.  Blagg  that  the 
sum  of  £30  was  mentioned,  not  with  reference  to  any 
sum  of  money  actually  advanced,  but  as  the  estimated 
value  of  the  cottage  and  garden. 

No  evidence  was  given  of  any  payment  or  advance  made 
by  Thomas  Salt  to  or  on  behalf  of  his  mother,  except  the 
sum  before  mentioned,  which  was  advanced  in  the  year 
1824. 

Corbetty  for  the  defendant. — I  submit  that  the  evidence 
given  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  does  not  shew  the  exe- 
cution of  a  valid  mortgage,  under  the  power  given  to  Ann 
Salt  by  the  will  of  John  Salt.  A  mortgage  by  Ann  Salt 
cannot  be  valid,  unless  the  power  has  been  strictly  pursued. 
It  has  not  been  suflSciently  shewn  either  that  Ann  Salt 
was,  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  mortgage,  in  a  state 
to  avail  herself  of  this  power,  or  that  the  sum  stated  by  the 
mortgage  deed  to  have  been  advanced  has  ever  been  so. 
I  submit,  that,  under  this  will,  Ann  Salt  had  no  power  to 
give  one  child  the  advantage  of  a  mortgage  security,  either 
for  a  sum  not  really  advanced,  or  advanced  under  circum- 
stances and  for  purposes  not  authorized  by  the  power, 
and  this  mortgage,  if  granted  by  her  for  any  other  pur- 
pose, would  be  a  legal  fraud  upon  the  other  children  who 
were  entitled  to  an  equal  division  of  the  property  on  the 
death  of  the  mother,  or  at  all  events  to  such  part  of  it  as 
had  not  been  mortgaged  or  sold  by  a  due  execution  of  the 
power. 

Coleridge,  J.,  (in  summing  up). — You  will  say  whether 
you  are  satisfied  that  Ann  Salt  was  in  want  of  necessary 
support,  (as  contemplated  by  the  will  of  her  husband). 
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when  she  executed  this  mortgage-deed^  and  that  advances  1^4}^ 
of  money  had  been  made  by  her  son  Thomas  for  her 
support;  for^  if  so^  you  ought  to  find  for  the  plaintiff; 
but  if  you  should  think  that  this  was  an  endeavour  on 
her  part  to  afford  her  son  Thomas  an  unfair  advantage^ 
either  by  giving  him  this  mortgage  at  a  time  when  she  was 
not  in  a  situation  to  require  advances  from  him,  or  by  giv- 
ing  him  a  mortgage  to  secure  money  which  he  had  in  fact 
not  advanced  to  her,  you  then  ought  to  find  for  the  de- 
fendant. 

Verdict  for  the  defendant. 

WTiateley,  and  F.  V.  Lee,  for  the  plaintiff. 
Corbetiy  for  the  defendant. 

[Attornies — R.  Lowe^  and  Blagg/] 


FoRHAN  V.  Dawes  and  Partridge. 
1  RESPaSS  for  taking  two  chairs  and  a  table.     Plea,  on  the  trial  of 

^        J*  against  ofBcen 

As  soon  as  the  pleadings  were  opened,  it  was  suggested  ^f  a  court  of  re- 

*  quests,  the  Nisi 

Prius  record 
contained  only  a  plea  of  not  guilty,  without  the  words  "  by  statute"  being  added.  The  de* 
fendant's  counsel  wished  to  amend,  by  adding  the  words  "  by  statute*'  to  the  Nisi  Prius 
record.  The  judge  would  not  allow  the  amendment,  as  it  could  not  be  shewn  that  the  words 
**  by  statute"  were  on  the  defendant's  plea ;  but  aembUt  that,  if  it  could  have  been  shewn  that 
the  words  *'  by  statute"  had  been  in  the  issue  delivered  by  the  plaintiff's  attorney,  the  judge 
would  have  allowed  the  amendment. 

A.  brought  an  action  of  trespass  against  B.,  for  taking  two  tables  and  a  chair.  B.  pleaded  not 
guilty,  and  no  other  plea.  It  was  proved  that  B.  took  two  chairs  and  a  table  in  the  house  of 
D.,  but  none  of  the  witnesses  knew  A. ;  and  thiere  was  no  evidence  of  any  kind  to  connect  A. 
with  the  goods  taken  in  D.'s  house: — Heldy  that,  to  entitle  the  plaintiff  to  recover  on  these 
pleadings,  there  must  be  some  evidence  to  connect  the  plaintiff  with  the  goods  taken ;  and  that, 
if  there  was  no  such  evidence,  the  defendant  would  be  entitled  to  a  verdict  on  his  plea  of  not 
guilty. 

If  the  counsel  for  a  party  rely  on  an  act  of  Parliament,  and  cite  it  as  an  act  to  be  judicially 
noticed,  the  opposite  party  has  no  right  to  insist  that  the  counsel  citing  it  should  produce  a 
copy  of  it  printed  by  the  Queen's  printer. 

The  witness,  who  served  a  notice  of  action,  did  not  know  the  handwriting  of  the  plaintiff, 
whose  signature  the  notice  purported  to  bear;  and  no  evidence  was  given  of  the  plaintiff's 
handwriting: — Held  suflScient  without  such  proof,  as  it  was  enough  that  the  notice  should  have 
Wea  served  on  the  plaiDtiflTs  behalC 

k2 
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1841.  ^y  Talfourdy  Serjt.,for  the  defendants^  that  the  plea  of  the 
defendants  was  '^by  statute/'  as  the  defendants  were  officers 
of  the  Wolverhampton  Court  of  Requests,  and  meant  to 
justify  under  the  stat.  48  Geo.  3,  c.  ex.,  (loc.  and  pers.). 
However,  on  the  Nisi  Prius  record  being  referred  to,  the 
words  "  by  statute  *'  were  not  to  be  found. 

Talfourd,  Seijt.,  asked  for  leave  to  amend,  by  adding  the 
words  "  by  statute  '^  on  the  Nisi  Prius  record. 

Coleridge,  J. — How  am  I  sure  that  the  words  were  on 
your  plea.  Have  you  the  issue  which  was  delivered  by  the 
agent  for  the  plaintiff's  attorney. 

Talfowrd,  Serjt. — It  is  not  here,  but  we  have  the  close 
copy  of  the  plea,  in  which  the  words  "by  statute''  appear. 

Coleridge,  J. — I  cannot  amend,  unless  you  can  shew 
that  the  words  "by  statute"  were  on  your  plea.  But  if 
they  were,  and  are  omitted  on  the  Nisi  Prius  record,  you 
must  apply  for  a  new  trial,  and  that  will  no  doubt  be 
granted ;  and  the  person  by  whose  default  the  omission 
was  made,  will  probably  have  to  pay  all  the  costs. 

No  amendment  was  made. 

It  was  opened  by  Ludlow,  Serjt.,  for  the  plaintiff,  that 
the  goods  in  question,  which  consisted  of  two  chairs  and  a 
table,  were  taken  by  the  defendants  in  the  house  of  a  per- 
son named  Dumelow,  who  was  the  brother-in-law  of  the 
plaintiff;  the  articles  in  question  having  been,  with  other 
goods,  bought  by  the  plaintiff,  when  they  had  been  taken 
by  the  sheriff  of  Staffordshire  under  an  execution  against 
Mr.  Dumelow. 

The  taking  of  the  goods  by  the  defendants  was  proved ; 
and  a  sheriff's  officer  named  Perkes  proved  that  he  had 
previously  taken  those  goods,  with  others,  under  an  execu- 
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tion  against  Mr.  Dumelow^  and  that  these  articles^  with  the  |g4i, 
other  goods  taken^  were  valued  by  him  at  £82,  which  sum 
was  paid  for  them  by  Mr.  Dumelow,  who  stated  at  the  time 
that  the  goods  were  bought  by  his  brother-in-law,  the  pre- 
sent plaintiff :  this  witness  further  stated,  that  he  never  saw 
the  plaintiff  on  the  subject,  and  did  not  know  him ;  but 
that  Mr.  Dumelow  went  from  home  and  returned  with 
the  ^£82. 

Coleridge,  J. — ^What  evidence  is  there  that  these  goods 
are  the  plaintiff^s,  or  even,  that  any  such  person  is  in 
existence. 

Ludlow f  Seijt. — There  is  no  denial  of  the  property. 

Coleridge,  J. — I  think  you  must  give  some  evidence 
to  connect  the  plaintiff  with  this  property.  It  is  taken  at 
the  house  of  Mr.  Dumelow,  and  the  mere  proof  of  the  tak- 
ing of  two  chairs  and  a  table  at  Mr.  Dumelow's,  is  not  of 
itself  enough  to  give  the  present  plaintiff  a  right  of  action, 
even  on  the  plea  of  the  general  issue. 

Ludlow,  Seijt. — I  will  call  Mr.  Dumelow. 

Mr.  Dumelow  was  called. — He  stated  that  the  plaintiff 
was  a  hop-merchant  at  Derby ;  that  he  had  himself  mar- 
ried the  plaintiff's  sister,  and  that  he,  being  in  embar- 
rassed circumstances,  and  having  his  goods,  (including  the 
articles  in  question),  seized  by  Perkes,  the  sheriff's  officer, 
under  an  execution,  he  had  applied  to  the  plaintiff  for 
assistance,  and  the  plaintiff  had  bought  the  goods  at  the 
sum  of  jE82,  for  his  sister  and  her  children  to  have  the  use 
of  them. 

Talfaurdy  Seijt.,  objected  that  the  defendants  were  enti- 
tled to  notice  of  action  under  the  52nd  section  of  the 
Wolverhampton  Court  of  Requests'  Act,  (48  Geo.  3,  c.  ex., 
loc.  and  pers.),  under  which  he  should  prove  that  they  had 
acted. 
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1841,  Btisby,  for  the  plaintiff. — The  learned  Serjeant  has  no 

^    "^     ^      right  to  refer  your  Lordship  to  any  copy  of  the  act,  except 
V.  one  printed  by  the  Queen's  printer.   The  copy  that  he  has 

referred  to  is  not  so ;  it  is  a  privately  printed  copy. 

Talfourd,  Serjt — By  the  53rd  section  of  the  act,  it  is  en- 
acted, "  That  this  act  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  a 
public  act,  and  shall  be  judicially  taken  notice  of  as  such 
by  all  judges,  justices,  and  others,  without  being  specially 
pleaded.^ 


9> 


CoLERiDCLE,  J. — If  couuscl  tcUs  mc  that  there  is  such  an 
act,  which  is  to  be  deemed  a  public  act,  I  cannot  call  on 
him  to  produce  a  copy  of  it  printed  by  the  Queen's 
printer  (a) .  With  respect  to  those  acts  of  Parliament,  which 
declare  that  copies,  purporting  to  be  printed  by  the  Queen's 
printer,  may  be  given  in  evidence,  it  is  different. 

Evidence  was  given,  that  a  notice  of  action  was  served 
on  each  of  the  defendants,  and  that  the  notices  purported 
to  be  signed  by  the  plaintiff;  but  the  witness  who  served 
them,  stated  that  he  received  them  from  Mrs.  Dumelow, 
and  that  he  did  not  know  the  plaintiff's  handwriting. 

Taffourd,  Serjt. — How  does  it  appear  that  the  notices 
came  from  the  plaintiff? 

Coleridge,  J. — I  think  it  is  enough,  if  it  is  a  notice 
served  on  his  behalf. 

Talfourd,  Seijt.,  addressed  the  jury  for  the  defendants, 
and  argued,  that  the  goods  really  belonged  to  Mr.  Dume- 
low, and  that  his  brother-in-law  had  merely  advanced  him 
the  money  to  pay  out  the  execution. 

(a)  This  18  not  likely  to  cause  to  the  clerks  of  the  peace  of  the 
any  real  difficulty,  as  the  local  and  different  counties,  and  can  be  pro- 
personal  acts,  which  are  to  be  judi-  cured  at  the  office  of  the  Queen's 
daily  noticed,  will  be  found  in  all  printers, 
the  superior  courts,   and  are  sent 
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CoLERiDOE^  J.  (in  summing  up). — ^It  has  been  suggested  ig^y^ 
by  Mr.  Serjt.  Ludlow,  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  that  as 
there  is  no  plea,  except  a  plea  of  not  guilty,  the  plaintiff 
would  be  entitled  to  recover  in  this  action  without  the  evi- 
dence of  Dumelow.  I  think  that  is  not  so ;  for  although 
on  these  pleadings  the  property  is  not  put  in  issue,  yet  I 
think  that  a  stranger,  who  was  wholly  unconnected  with 
the  goods  and  with  the  possession  of  them,  could  not  re- 
cover in  this  action,  even  as  these  pleadings  are  shaped. 
However,  the  evidence  of  Dumelow  gives  the  case  a  very 
different  complexion.  He  says  that  he  married  the  sister 
of  the  plaintiff,  and  that,  having  got  into  difficulty,  he 
applies  to  his  wife's  brother  to  help  him,  and  he  does  so. 
Then  we  come  to  the  mode  in  which  the  relief  was  given, 
which  was  either  that  Dumelow  merely  borrowed  the  £82, 
or  that  the  brother-in-law  bought  the  goods  and  made 
them  his  own,  to  protect  them  for  his  sister  and  her  child- 
ren to  have  the  use  of  them.  Is  not  the  latter  a  most 
probable  way  for  the  thing  to  have  occurred  in.  If  the 
plaintiff  merely  lent  the  money,  the  goods  might  be  seized 
the  next  day  under  another  execution,  and  the  plaintiff 
lose  £82.  If  he  bought  the  goods,  he  protected  them 
for  his  sister's  use,  and  that  of  her  children ;  and  if  you 
believe  the  evidence  of  Dumelow,  the  plaintiff  has  made 
out  his  case. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff — Damages  1*. 

Ludlow,  Serjt.,  Price,  and  Bmby,  for  the  plaintiff. 

Talfourd^    Serjt.,   and    W,  J.   Alexander,   for  the   de- 
fendants. 

[Attornies — Watts^  and  JViliim.] 
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Begina  v.  Yates. 

A.  brought  an    Jl  EBJURY.  The  indictment  consisted  of  thirteen  counts. 

action  against      -«!/»  -I'l  y  xirfc/*ii» 

B.  and  his  part-  The  nrst  count  Stated  m  substance  that^  on  the  zotn  of 
pr";  oTwheat,  April,  2  Vict.,  Edward  Bourne  Lovell,  Samuel  Willis,  John 
and  recovered  a  Chamberlain  Barlow,  Charles  Edge,  and  Samuel  Wilson 

▼erdict  on  the  ^  ° 

bought  and  sold  SuflScld,  exhibited  their  bill  in  Chancery  against  the  pre- 
bis  partners  filed  scut  defendant,  and  in  their  bill  stated  to  the  effect  fol- 
ag^ainitT."'*^  lowing :  that  is  to  say,  that  the  plaintiffs  in  the  biU  were 
which  stated,      Directors  of  the  Bilston  Union  Mill  Company :  and  that 

that  the  bought  ,  ,        -  V         n 

and  sold  notes     ou  or  about  the  7th  of  August,  1838,  E.  B.  Loyell  was  a 

did  not  contain  .  ■•  •i  j  /•  x  •  i  ^     ou.  ist»     j  j 

all  the  terms  of  passcugcr  on  the  rail-road  from  Liverpool  to  Stafford,  and 
the  contract,  as  ^^i^^  the  defendant  was  a  passenger  in  the  same  carriage 

It  had  been  also  r  o  --o 

agreed  by  parol  with  him ;  and  that  it  was  then  agreed  between  the  defend- 

between  A   and  __ 

B.,  that  the  ant  and  E.  B.  Lovell,  that  the  defendant  should  sell  to  E. 
S^for^a*'''  B.  Lovell,  on  the  part  of  the  said  Company,  756  imperial 
^'*^hf -^^T  quarters  of  white  Dantzic  Wheat,  at  72s.  6d.  per  quarter, 
the  prayer  of  and  that  the  wheat  should  not  be  paid  for  in  cash,  but  by 
that  A.  should  draft  OU  the  complainants  at  three  months'  date ;  that  this 
from  lui^ng^out  agreement  was  never  reduced  into  writing,  but  that  on 
execution.   A.,  the  foUowing  day  the  defendant  requested  E.  B.  Lovell  to 

by  his  answer,  o        ^  x    ^  .         -i  •• 

denied  the  sigu  a  bought  notc  for  the  wheat,  which  he  did ;  but  that 
the  bill ;  and     ^^c  bought  uotc  did  uot  coutain,  or  purport  to  contain, 

miwed-'weW  ^^^^^  *^®  *^^°^^  ^^  *^®  agreement.     The  indictment  then 

that,  if  this  de-  went  OU  to  rccitc  Several  letters  that  had  passed  between 

wilfully  false,  the  parties,  as  they  were  set  forth  in  the  bill  in  Chancery, 

pcHury ."  ^    "  ^^^  stated  also  from  the  bill  in  Chancery  that  the  defendant 

/Te/rf,  also,  brought  an  action  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer  against  the 

mac  Dm  was  a 

competent  wit-  Complainants,  which  came  on  for  trial  at  the  Stafford  As- 
dictment      '     slzcs  OU  the  16th  day  of  March,  1839;  and  that  a  verdict 

against  A.  for 

perjury,  alleged 

to  have  been  committed  in  the  answer,  although  A.  had  engaged  to  indemnify  his  partners 

from  the  expenses  of  the  suit  in  Chancery. 

The  rule,  that  the  testimony  of  a  single  witness  is  not  sufficient  to  sustain  an  indictment  for 
perjury,  is  not  a  mere  technical  rule,  but  a  rule  founded  on  substantial  justice ;  and  evidence 
confirmatory  of  that  one  witness,  in  some  slight  particulars  only,  is  not  sufficient  to  warrant  a  con- 
viction. 
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was  obtained  by  the  present  defendant  for  456/.  11^.  5rf.  jg^i^ 
and  costs ;  '^  and  that  the  said  John  Yates  was  enabled  to 
obtain  such  verdict  by  reason  of  his  fraudulently  conceal- 
ing the  true  terms  of  the  said  agreement  ;**  and  that  the 
complainants  by  their  bill  prayed  that  the  present  defend- 
ant might  set  forth,  [inter  alia],  whether  it  was  not  agreed 
between  the  present  defendant  and  the  said  E.  B.  Lovell, 
that  the  wheat  should  be  paid  for  by  a  draft  on  the  said 
complainants,  at  three  months'  date ;  and  that  the  present 
defendant  "  might  be  restrained  from  suing  out  execution 
upon  the  said  verdict,  and  from  recovering  any  benefit  or 
advantage  therefrom,  or  if  he  should  be  enabled  in  the 
first  instance  to  sue  out  execution,  and  recover  the  amount 
thereof  from  the  said  complainants,  that  he  might  be  de- 
creed, under  the  circumstances  aforesaid,  to  pay  back  to 
the  said  complainants  the  full  amount  that  he  might  reco- 
ver and  receive  under  such  execution.^'  The  indictment 
then  went  on  to  state,  that  the  present  defendant  put  in 
his  answer  to  the  bill,  and  was  sworn  before  certain  com- 
missioners, (naming  them),  concerning  the  truth  of  the 
matters  of  the  said  answer;  and  that  he  did  therein  falsely 
swear,  amongst  other  things,  in  substance  as  follows,  that 
is  to  say,  ^^  the  said  John  Yates  denied  that  it  was  part  of 
the  terms  of  the  said  contract  in  the  said  bill  of  complaint 
mentioned,  that  the  purchase-money  should  be  paid  by  a 
draft  on  the  said  complainants  at  three  months'  date,  or  at 
any  other  date,  the  proposal  for  taking  such  bill  in  lieu 
of  immediate  payment  not  having  been  made  by  the  said 
E.  B.  Lovell  to  him  the  said  J.  Yates,  to  the  best  of  his 
the  said  J.  Yates's  memory  and  belief,  until  about  a  week 
after  the  said  contract  was  entered  into,"  as  by  the  said 
answer  of  him  the  said  John  Yates  remaining  filed  as  of 
record  in  the  said  Court  of  Chancery,  amongst  other 
things,  more  fully  appears ;  which  said  several  matters,  so 
sworn  and  affirmed  by  the  said  John  Yates  in  his  answer 
to  the  said  bill  of  complaint  as  aforesaid,  were  and  each  of 
them  was  material  and  pertinent  to  the  due  investigation 
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and  ascertaining  of  the  truth  of  the  matters  in  the  said 
hill  of  complaint  complained  of.  Whereas^  in  truth  and 
in  fact,  it  was  part  of  the  terms  of  the  said  contract  in 
the  said  bill  of  complaint  mentioned,  that  the  purchase- 
money  for  the  said  wheat  should  be  paid  by  a  draft  on  the 
said  complainants  at  three  months'  date/'  This  count 
contained  several  other  assignments  of  perjury,  and  the 
twelve  other  counts  of  the  indictment  charged  the  perjury 
upon  different  parts  of  the  defendant's  answer,  and  some 
of  them  executed  the  bill  in  a  more  concise  form. 

Plea — Not  guilty. 

The  indictment  had  been  removed  by  certiorari,  and 
came  on  to  be  tried  at  Nisi  Prius. 

It  was  opened  by  fVhateley,  for  the  prosecution, — Mr. 
Yates,  who  is  a  corn  dealer,  had  brought  an  action  against 
the  Bilston  Union  Mill  Company,  (of  which  company  Mr. 
Lovell,  the  prosecutor  of  the  present  indictment,  was  a  di- 
rector), upon  a  contract  made  by  Mr.  Lovell,  on  behalf  of 
the  Company,  to  buy  756  imperial  quarters  of  white  Dantzic 
wheat ;  and  on  the  trial  of  that  action  before  Baron  Gnmey, 
at  the  Stafford  Summer  Assizes  of  1840,  the  bought  and 
sold  notes  were  given  in  evidence,  and  the  present  defend- 
ant obtained  a  verdict  for  465/.  lis,  5d.;  and  the  direc- 
tors of  the  Bilston  Union  Mill  Company  afterwards  filed 
a  bill  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  in  which  it  was  stated  that 
the  contract  consisted  of  other  terms,  which  were  men- 
tioned in  a  conversation  which  took  place  between  Mr. 
Lovell  and  the  present  defendant,  while  they  were  travel- 
ling by  the  Grand  Junction  Railway;  and  by  the  bill  it  was 
prayed  that  it  might  be  declared  that  one  of  the  terms  of 
the  contract  was,  that  the  purchase-money  should  be  paid 
by  a  bill  of  exchange,  payable  three  months  after  date,  and 
that  the  present  defendant  should  be  restrained  from  pro- 
ceeding on  his  judgment  in  the  action  at  law.  To  this  bill 
the  defendant  put  in  an  answer  denying  the  parol  agree- 
ment stated  in  the  bill,  and  the  bill  was  dismissed ;  and  that 
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denial  by  the  defendant  so  contained  in  the  defendant's  an- 
swer was  the  subject  of  the  present  indictment  for  perjury. 

LuHow^  Serjt.,  for  the  defendant. — I  submit  that  the 
present  indictment  cannot  be  sustained^  as  it  is  founded  on 
a  matter  upon  which  no  perjury  can  be  assigned.  The  only 
legitimate  evidence  of  the  contract  is  the  bought  and  sold 
notes.  The  subsequent  contract  by  parol  is  void  by  the 
Statute  of  Frauds,  and  a  false  answer  to  a  bill,  for  the  dis- 
covery of  such  a  contract,  will  not,  (as  I  submit),  subject  a 
party  making  it  to  an  indictment  for  perjury,  the  assign- 
ment of  perjury  being  upon  an  allegation  which  is  imma- 
terial to  the  matter  before  the  Court  of  Chancery.  In  the 
case  of  Rex  v.  Dunsion  (a),  which  was  an  indictment  for 
perjury  committed  in  an  answer  in  Chancery,  it  appeared 
that  the  answer  had  been  put  in  to  a  bill  filed  for  a  specific 
performance  of  an  agreement  relating  to  the  purchase  of 
land.  The  defendant  in  his  answer  relied  on  the  Statute 
of  Frauds,  the  agreement  not  being  in  writing;  and  in  his 
answer  the  defendant  also  denied  having  entered  into  any 
such  agreement.  Upon  this  denial  in  his  answer  the  de- 
fendant was  indicted  for  perjury;  and  it  was  held  by  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Abbott,  that  the  denial  of  an  agree- 
ment, which,  by  the  Statute  of  Frauds,  was  not  binding 
on  the  parties,  was  immaterial  and  irrelevant,  and  that 
the  defendant  was  entitled  to  his  acquittal  (6). 


1^1. 


Reoina 

V. 

Yates. 


Coleridge,  J. — In  that  case  the  bill  in  Chancery  was  to 


(a)  R.  &  M.  N.  P.  C.  109. 

(b)  In  the  case  of  Rex  v.  Dun- 
stotty  the  case  of  Bartlett  v.  Pick' 
ersgiUj  4  Burr.  2255,  and  4  East, 
577,  n.  {h)  [from  the  notes  of  Mr. 
Justice  Ast(m\  was  cited,  the  de- 
fendant in  that  case  having  heen 
convicted  of  peijury,  for  the  denial 
of  a  parol  agreement  for  the  pur- 
chase  of  an  estate,    which  parol 


agreement  the  Court  of  Chancery 
refused  to  enforce.  But  with  re- 
spect to  that  case,  L.  C.  J.  Abbott 
said,  "It  does  not  appear  from 
the  very  short  statement  of  the  case 
which  has  heen  cited,  and  which 
is  not  very  distinctly  reported,  whe- 
ther the  Statute  of  Frauds  was  tliere 
pleaded  and  relied  on. 
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enforce  the  performance  of  a  parol  contract,  which  could 
not  be  enforced  by  reason  of  the  Statute  of  Frauds ;  and 
the  case  of  Rex  v.  Benesech  (c)  proceeded  on  the  same 
ground.  Though  it  is  true  that  a  party  cannot  vary  the 
terms  of  a  written  contract  by  parol  evidence,  he  may 
shew  by  such  evidence  that  he  was  induced  to  sign  the 
written  contract  inadvertently  and  by  fraud.  In  this  case 
the  object  of  setting  up  the  parol  terms  of  the  contract  is 
for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  the  contract  on  the  ground  of 
fraud. 


Whateley,  for  the  prosecution. — ^The  bill  in  equity  does 
not  deny  the  written  contract,  but  sets  up  that  the  plain- 
tiff was  not  in  a  condition  to  enforce  it,  because  there  were 
other  terms  agreed  upon  between  the  parties. 

CoLERiDOE,  J. — The  practice  in  a  criminal  case  is,  that, 
when  the  Judge  has  not  a  clear  opinion  upon  an  objection 
taken  on  behalf  of  a  defendant,  he  should  overrule  it ;  be- 
cause, if  his  opinion  be  wrong  it  can  be  set  right  after- 
wards, whereas,  if  he  give  a  wrong  opinion  in  favour  of 
the  objection,  injustice  would  be  done  which  could  not  be 
remedied,  I  say  this,  however,  without  intending  to  inti- 
mate that  I  entertain  a  doubtful  opinion  upon  this  ques- 
tion. I  think  that  the  principle,  that  parol  evidence  is  in- 
admissible to  contradict  or  vary  the  terms  of  a  written 
contract,  does  not  apply  where  the  object  of  that  evidence. 


(c)  Peake,  Add.  Ca.  93.  In  that 
case  the  perjury  was  assigned  on 
an  answer  to  a  bill  in  Chancery, 
which  stated  that  when  the  plaintiff 
was  about  to  marry  the  niece  of 
the  defendant,  the  latter  promised 
to  pay  him  £1000  as  a  portion. 
The  defendant  in  his  answer  in- 
sisted, that,  as  there  was  no  promise 
in  writing,  he  was  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  the  Statute  of  Frauds ; 


and  as  to  the  fact,  he  denied  the 
promise.  On  this  denial,  peijnry 
was  assigned.  Lord  Kenyan  said, 
that  *^  he  thought  this  was  not  such 
a  material  fact  as  would  support 
the  indictment  This  promise  is 
absolutely  void ;  and  supposing  it  in 
fact  to  have  taken  place  and  been 
acknowledged  by  the  defendant, 
that  Court  had  no  power  to  decree 
a  performance  of  it." 
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as  in  this  case^  is  to  impeach  the  transaction  on  the 
ground  of  firaud.  I  think  that  the  assignment  of  per- 
jury on  the  denial  in  the  answer  of  the  parol  terms,  which 
the  bill  prayed  to  have  established,  is  material  and  rele- 
yant ;  and  I  think,  therefore,  that  the  objection  cannot  be 
sustained. 


1841. 


On  the  part  of  the  prosecution  Mr.  Lovell  was  called  as 
a  witness.  He  stated  on  the  voir  dire  that  he  had  en- 
gaged to  indemnify  his  partners  from  the  expenses  of  the 
suit  in  Chancery. 

Ludlow ,  Serjt.  —  I  submit  that  this  witness  is  not 
competent.     In  the  case  of  Rex  v.  Dalby  (rf)  it  was  held. 


{d)  See  Pea.  N.  P.  C.  12.  In  that 
case  Lord  Kenyan  said,  *'  This  wit- 
ness is  certainly  not  competent  to 
give  evidence  in  this  cause,  as  he 
is  clearly  interested  in  and  may 
derive  a  benefit  from  the  event  of 
it,  for,  should  this  defendant  be  con- 
victed, he  being  the  only  witness  to 
support  the  verdict,  the  Court  of 
Chancery  upon  having  this  new 
matter  stated  in  a  new  or  supple- 
mental bill,  would  order  the  money 
to  be  refunded."  It,  however,  ap- 
pears, that  in  the  case  of  Dartlett 
V.  PickersgUlf  cited  ante,  p.  59, 
n.  b.  Lord  Keeper  Henley  dis- 
missed a  supplemental  bill  filed 
under  such  circumstances,  and  the 
authority  of  the  case  of  Rex  v. 
Dalby  seems  to  be  considerably 
shaken,  if  not  overruled,  by  the 
decision  of  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench,  in  the  case  of  Rex  v,  Botton^ 
4  East,  572,  where  perjury  had 
been  assigned  on  a  defendant's  an- 
swer to  a  bill  in  the  Exchequer; 
and  the  plaintiff  in  the  suit  was 
held  to  be  a  competent  witness  in 


support  of  the  indictment  for  per- 
jury, although  the  equity  suit  was 
still  pending.  Mr.  Starkie  says, 
(Law  of  Ev.  Vol.  I.,  p.  152): 
**  It  was  formerly  held,  very  gene- 
rally, that  the  party  defrauded  was 
not  a  competent  witness  upon  an 
indictment  for  the  fraud,  except  in 
some  instances  ex  necessitate;  and 
therefore,  that  the  plaintiff  was  not 
competent  to  prove  the  perjury  of 
the  defendant  in  his  answer  to  a 
bill  of  the  witness  in  equity, 
Such  decisions  seem  to  have  been 
founded  on  the  supposition  that  the 
verdict  would  be  admissible  evi- 
dence for  the  witness  in  a  subse- 
quent proceeding,  so  as  to  entitle 
him  to  a  remedy  for  the  injury, 
or  to  protect  him  against  the  ef- 
fects of  the  fraud.  But  this  doc- 
trine h&s  long  been  exploded  ;  and 
it  seems  now  to  be  perfectly  settled, 
that  the  record  of  conviction  would 
not  be  admissible  evidence  in  any 
civil  proceeding.  In  the  case  of 
Rex  V.  Brougkton,  (2  Str.  1229), 
which  was  a  prosecution  for  perjury, 
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that  the  person  who  has  beeu  charged  with  a  sum  of  mo* 
ney  by  the  perjury  of  the  only  witness  examined,  and  has 
filed  a  bill  for  relief,  is  not  a  competent  witness  on  an 
indictment  for  that  perjury,  though  he  has  since  paid  the 
money. 


Coleridge,  J. — The  facts  in  the  two  cases  are  different. 
In  that  case  the  alleged  perjury  was  committed  in  giving 
evidence  on  a  trial  of  an  action  for  usury,  and  the  prosecu- 
tor on  the  indictment  had  filed  his  bill  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  stating  that  the  verdict  was  obtained  by  the 
perjury  of  Dalby,  who  was  the  only  witness  examined  on 
the  trial  for  the  usury,  and  praying  an  injunction.  There 
the  fate  of  the  bill  in  Chancery  might  possibly  have  de- 
pended on  the  result  of  the  indictment.  In  the  present 
case  the  perjury  is  assigned  upon  the  answer  to  a  bill  upon 
which  a  decree  has  been  made. 

Mr.  Lovell  was  examined. 

The  evidence  of  Mr.  Lovell  went  in  support  of  all  the 
assignments  of  perjury ;  and  to  confirm  him  Sir  Joshua 
Walmisley  was  called  and  examined  as  to  a  conversation 
between  himself  and  the  defendant ;  in  his  cross-examina- 
tion Sir  Joshua  Walmisley  spoke  in  very  high  terms  of 
the  defendant's  character.  Some  entries  in  the  defendant's 
books  were  also  given  in  evidence. 

Ludlow,  Serjt. — I  submit  that  there  is  not  sufficient 


founded  on  the  defendant's  answer 
to  a  bill  in  equity,  Lee,  C.  J., 
notwithstanding  the  previous  de- 
cisions, admitted  the  testimony  of 
the  plaintiff  in  equity;  there,  how- 
ever, it  appeared  that  the  equity 
suit  was  at  an  end.  But  in  the 
case  of  Rex  v.  Boston,  (4  East, 
572),  where  peijury  had  been  as- 
signed on  the  defendant's  answer, 


the  plaintiff  was  held  to  be  compe- 
tent, although  the  equity  suit  was 
still  pending;  and  this  on  the 
ground  that  a  Court  of  Equity  would 
not  look  at  a  conviction  founded 
on  the  testimony  of  the  plaintiff, 
although  it  was  also  founded  on 
other  circumstances  confirmatory 
of  his  testimony."  See  the  case 
of  Kififf  V.  AMunif  8  C.  &  P.  50. 
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evidence  to  go  to  the  jury.  The  rule  is,  that  a  case  of  i841. 
perjury  cannot  be  submitted  to  the  jury  on  the  evidence 
of  a  single  witness;  and  as  to  the  evidence  in  confirma- 
tion, it  is  not  enough  that  there  should  be  some  evidence 
in  confirmation,  as  in  an  ordinary  case  at  Nisi  Prius,  where 
same  evidence  is  necessary  to  prevent  a  nonsuit ;  but  it 
must  be  such  evidence  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  judge,  is 
really  confirmatory  in  some  important  respect,  and  equi- 
valent to  the  positive  testimony  of  a  second  witness. 

Coleridge,  J. — I  think  that  the  case  must  go  to  the 
jury,  but  I  also  think  without  the  slightest  chance  of  a  ver- 
dict for  the  crown.  The  rule  that  the  testimony  of  a  single 
witness  is  not  sufficient  to  sustain  an  indictment  for  per- 
jury, is  not  a  mere  technical  rule,  but  a  rule  founded  on 
substantial  justice;  and  evidence  confirmatory  of  that  one 
witness,  in  some  slight  particidars  only,  is  not  sufficient  to 
warrant  a  conviction ;  and  that  is  so,  more  especially,  where 
a  party  has  so  high  a  character  as  has  been  given  to  the 
defendant  by  Sir  Joshua  Walmisley. 

JVhateley. — ^After  that  intimation  from  your  Lordship,  I 
shall,  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  not  press  the  case 
further. 

Verdict — ^Not  guilty. 

fVfiateley,  C  Phillips,  and  J.  W.  Smith,  for  the  prosecution. 
Ludlow^  Serjt.,  F.  V,  Lee,  and  Kynnersley,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attornies — HeweU,  and  Boss  ^  SonJ\ 
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Beqina  v.  Mansfield. 

L"°fo/recciv.  'I^HE  prisoner  was  indicted  for  receiving  "  251bs.  weight 
ing  stolen  tin,     of  tin/^  knowinsc  the  same  to  have  been  stolen.     The  in- 

"  ingots  of  tin"  '  °  .  .  -, 

are  properly  de-  dictment  had  been  removed  by  certiorari;  and  came  on  to 

many  pounds  ^^  ^'^^^  **  ^^^^  Prius.     There  were  two  other  indictments 

80*  u^wouid'bc  ^^'^^^  ^^®  same  prisoner,  the  one  for  stealing  iron,  and 

proper  to  de-  the  Other  for  receiving  brass,  knowing  it  to  have  been 

scribe  a  bar  of 

iron  as  so  many    stolcn. 

of?ron;Tutif  ^*  appeared  that  the  tin  in  question  consisted  of  two 
obt^^'^^d***"  pieces,  which  a  witness  called  "lumps  of  tin;**  but,  on 
common  par-      cross-cxaminatiou,  he  admitted  that  they  were  called  in 

lance,  a  parti-        -lii,,  .  ••<■ 

cuiarnameof  the  trade  "  ingots,  but  added,  that  that  term  was  ap- 
wouiTbe  wrong  P^i^d  as  well  to  the  pieces  of  tin  as  to  the  mould  in  which 
to  describe  it  by  ^hev  wcrc  cast,  and  was  applied  to  the  shape.     The  tin  in 

the  name  of  the  . 

material  of        question  had  been  cast  into  the  pieces  for  the  purpose  of 

which  it  is  com-  i.  .  i.     i/.  -^i  .3  /» 

posed ;  thus,  it    being  again  melted  up  for  use  in  the  prosecutors  manuiac- 

dewli  a*on  to**"  *^^^  ^^^  ^^  *^®  middle  of  each  was  an  indentation  for  the 
describe  cloth     purpose  of  breaking  them  in  two,  when  wanted  to  be 

as  so  many 

pounds  weight    melted  up  again.     It  was  proved  by  a  constable,  that  on 

of  wool,  or  so-        \_*  •  1  1     jy  •  i»i1  •  J 

vereigns  as  so  his  goiug  to  scarch  the  premises  of  the  prisoner,  under  a 
many  ounces  of  gearch  Warrant  for  stolen  iron,  he  read  the  warrant  over  to 

gold.  ' 

A  prisoner      the  prisoner,  and  was  going  to  state  what  the  prisoner 

was  to  be  tried         •  j        i_ 
on  three  indict-   Said,  when — 
ments:  1st,  for 
receiving  stolen 

tin ;  2nd,  for  Ludlow,  Scijt.,  for  the  prisoner,  objected  that  the  wit- 

3rd,  for  receiv-  ncss  should  coufinc  his  Statement  to  what  was  said  respect- 
ing stolen  brass.  .        i-i      *• 

It  appeared      mg  the  tin. 
that  a  constable 
went  with  a 

search-warrant,       CoLERiDGE,  J. — Am  I  uot  to  hear  the  wholc  that  was 

t^  search  the  , 

prisoner's  pre-    Said,  both  the  part  relating  to  the  iron  and  also  to  the  tin  ? 

mises  for  stolen 
iron,  and  that, 

having  read  the  warrant  to  the  prisoner,  the  latter  made  a  statement : — Held,  on  the  trial  of  the 
first  indictment,  that  the  whole  of  this  statement  was  receivable  in  evidence,  although  part  of  it 
related  to  the  charge  respecting  the  iron  ;  and  also,  that  evidence  might  be  given,  that,  at  the 
time  of  the  search,  the  prisoner  endeavoured  to  conceal  some  brass  ;  and  also,  that  almost  im- 
mediately after  the  prisoner  was  taken  away  from  the  premises,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  search, 
his  wife  carried  some  tin  under  her  cloak,  from  a  warehouse  on  the  premises. 
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If  I  am  not,  it  would  be  garbling  the  statement,  and  the        jg^j 
jury  would  not  be  able  to  understand  it.  v    ^     * 

Reoina 

The  evidence  was  given.  Mansfield. 

It  was  further  proved  that  the  constable,  on  going  into 
the  prisoner's  warehouse  at  the  time  of  the  search,  saw 
him  with  some  brass  in  his  hand,  which  he  was  endeavour- 
ing to  conceal  in  some  sand. 

iMdhw,  Seijt. — I  submit  that  this_evidence  is  not  re- 
ceivable. The  reason  is,  that,  upon  an  indictment  for 
felony,  no  evidence  can  be  given  of  any  other  felony:  here 
evidence  is  tendered  of  the  receiving  the  brass.  Where 
one  felony  is  the  means  of  proving  another  felony  to  have 
been  committed,  evidence  may  be  given  of  the  former,  but 
that  is  from  the  necessity  of  the  case. 

Greaves,  for  the  prosecution,  mentioned  the  cases  of  Rex 
V.  Dimn(a),  and  Rex  v.  Davis  (b),  as  showing  that  other  acts 
of  receiving  are  admissible,  even  though  the  subject  of 
other  indictments. 

Coleridge,  J. — ^This  is  all  one  transaction,  and  I  think 
the  whole  that  took  place  upon  the  search  is  admissible. 
It  is  like  the  case  of  Rex  v.  Ellis  (c),  where  it  was  held  that 
several  stealings  of  shillings  in  the  course  of  the  same  day 
might  be  given  in  evidence;  and  that  was  not  only  held  at 
Nisi  Prius,  but  also  by  the  King^s  Bench. 

It  was  further  proved,  that,  almost  immediately  after  the 
prisoner  had  been  taken  away  from  the  premises,  when  the 
search  was  over,  his  wife  was  seen  going  up  to  a  warehouse 
on  the  premises,  and  afterwards  returning  across  the  court- 
yard with  the  pieces  of  tin  concealed  under  her  cloak. 

Ludlow,  Serjt.,  objected  that  this  evidence  ought  not 
to  be  received,  as  the  possession  was  the  personal  posses- 

(a)  M.  C.  C.  146.  (6)  6  C.  &  P.  177.  (c)  6  B.  &  C.  145. 

VOL.  I.  L  N.  P. 
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184  K        ^^^  of  the  wife^  and  therefore  ought  not  to  affect  the  hus- 
band. 


Reoina 
Mansfield. 


Coleridge,  J. — It  is  for  the  jury  to  consider,  whether 
her  possession  was  not  the  husband's  possession,  she  being 
upon  the  premises,  and  all  the  circumstances  being  taken 
into  consideration.  It  is  not  like  the  case  where  the  wife 
is  in  possession  of  stolen  property  at  a  distance  from  the 
premises  of  the  husband. 

# 

Upon  the  close  of  the  case  for  the  prosecution,  Ludlow, 
Serjt.,  for  the  prisoner,  submitted  that  the  tin  was  mis- 
described.  Instead  of  being  laid  as  so  many  pounds  weight 
of  tin,  it  ought  to  have  been  described  as  two  ingots. 
Wherever  an  article  has  obtained  a  name  in  the  trade 
which  is  applicable  to  it,  it  must  be  described  by  that 
name.  From  the  case  of  Rex  v.  Stott  {d),  it  would  seem 
that  it  was  erroneous  to  charge  the  prisoner  with  stealing 
so  many  pounds  weight  of  iron,  where  it  appeared  that  the 
articles  stolen  were  actually  manufactured.  It  would  be 
bad  to  describe  a  piece  of  cloth  as  so  many  pounds  of  wool. 
The  object  is  to  enable  the  prisoner  to  plead  autrefois 
acquit. 

Talfourdy  Serjt.,  and  Greaves. — Rex  v.  Stott  is  quite  dif- 
ferent from  the  present  case;  there  the  goods  were  ac- 
tually made  up  into  articles,  which  had  specific  names — 
here  the  article  was  still  tin,  and  only  put  in  the  shape  in 
which  it  was,  for  the  purpose  of  being  afterwards  manufac- 
tured; it  is  in  the  course  of  manufacture  not  manufoc- 
tured.  Although  it  would  be  bad  to  describe  cloth  as  so 
many  pounds  of  wool,  still  an  end  of  a  bale  of  cloth  may 
well  be  described  as  so  many  yards  of  cloth;  so  a  leg  of 
mutton  may  be  described  as  so  mtoy  pounds  weight  of 
mutton.    As  to  the  objection,  that  the  party  could  not 

(d)  2  Ea.  P.  C.  752. 


Reoina 
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plead  autrefois  acquit :  it  is  the  same  question;  for  if  the         1341. 

description  is  sufficient  here,  it  would  be  sufficient  if  auter 

fois  acquit  were  pleaded.     It  is  idem  per  idem.  «. 

Mansfield. 

CoLBRiDOB,  J. — It  seems  to  me,  that  the  description  is 
sufficient  to  answer  all  the  purposes  which  are  required  by 
law.  First,  it  is  the  subject  of  larceny  equally,  whether  it 
be  an  ingot  or  so  many  pounds  weight  of  tin.  Secondly, 
as  to  the  facility  of  pleading  auter  fois  acquit,  the  prisoner 
stands  in  the  same  situation,  whether  it  be  one  or  the 
o  ther,  because  there  must  be  some  parol  evidence  in  all 
cases  to  shew  what  it  was  that  he  was  tried  for  before,  and 
it  would  be  as  easy  to  prove  one  as  the  other.  The  last 
question  is,  whether  it  is  described  with  sufficient  certainty, 
in  order  that  the  jury  may  be  satisfied  that  it  is  the  thing 
described.  K  this  had  been  some  article,  that,  in  ordinary 
parlance,  had  been  called  by  a  particular  name  of  its  own, 
it  would  have  been  a  wrong  description  to  have  called  it 
by  the  name  of  the  material  of  which  it  was  composed,  as 
if  a  piece  of  cloth  were  called  so  many  pounds  of  wooL 
because  it  has  ceased  to  be  wool,  and  nobody  could  under- 
stand that  you  were  speaking  of  cloth.  It  would  be  wrong 
to  say  so  many  ounces  of  gold,  if  a  man  stole  so  many  so- 
vereigns; you  would  there  mislead  by  calling  it  gold.  If 
it  were  a  rod  of  iron,  it  would  be  sufficient  to  call  it  so 
many  pounds  weight  of  iron. 

•     k 

The  case  went  to  the  jury,  who  returned  a  verdict  of — 

Not  guilty  (e). 

Talfourd,  Serjt.,  and  Greaves,  for  the  prosecution. 
Ludlow,  Serjt^  and  F.  V.  Lee,  for  the  prisoner. 

[Attorniea — Ketile,  and  Ptusman.^ 

{e)  The  prisoner  was  acquitted  on  the  other  two  indictments  men- 
tionedy  supra,  p.  140. 

l2 


CASES  ON  THE 


Croum  Side. 

BEFORE    MB.  JUSTICE    COLTMAN. 


Regina  V.  Wabdle. 

A  prisoner  JvILLING  Cattle. — The  prisoner  was  indicted  for  mali- 

kiiiing  B  cow,  ciously  killing  a  cow.    The  prisoner  had  been  arraigned 

hlldirtmeSrfo/  ^^  ^^^  indictment,  and  the  jury  were  charged  with  it. 

killing  a  caie  There  were  five  other  indictments  against  the  prisoner  for 

He  had  pleaded  °  * 

to  both  indict-    killing  a  calf  and  other  cattle. 

ments,  and  the 
jury  were 

thrirft  ''^By        ^'  ^*  ^^>  ^^^  *^®  prosecution,  opened  by  mistake,  the 
a  mistake,  the    easc  of  killing  the  calf,  which  was  the  subject  of  one  of 

evidence  appli- 

cable  to  the  se-  the  Other  indictments,  to  which  the  prisoner  had  pleaded, 

cond  indict-         %_    .       ..i       ••  .  y    .-»      •    ^    i.  j 

ment  was  given,  but  With  which  the  jury  wcrc  not  charged. 

instead  of  that 
which  was  ap- 
plicable to  the        Evidence  was  given  of  the  killing  of  the  calf,  but  no 

first.     Themis- 

take  was  disco-    evidence  as  to  the  killing  of  the  cow. 

▼ered  while  the 
prisoner's  coun- 
sel was  address-       jf^  Johustone  Neale,  for  the  prisoner,  was  addressing  the 

Held,  that  the  jury  On  the  evidence  as  to  the  killing  of  the  calf.  Before 
pcriy"appi»cabie  the  casc  had  proceeded  further,  Mr.  Bellamy,  the  clerk  of 
Sctment'sVouid  ^^^^^e,  obscrvcd  that  the  evidence  which  had  been  given 
then  be  given,    did  not  apply  to  the  casc  in  which  the  jury  were  charged, 

but  to  one  of  the  others. 


F,  V,  Lee  now  wished  to  give  evidence  as  to  the  killing 
of  the  cow,  inasmuch  as  through  inadvertence  no  evidence 
had  been  adduced  on  that  charge,  which  was  really  the 
subject  of  the  trial. 

fV.  Johnstone  Neale. — I  submit  that  this  cannot  be  done. 
The  case  for  the  prosecution  is  closed,  and  there  is  no 


OXFORD  CIRCUIT,  5  VICT.  145 

eyidence  to  affect  the  prisoner  on  the  charge  on  which  he         1341^ 
is  now  tried. 


CoLTMAN^  J.,  (having  conferred  with  Coleridge,  J.) — We 

are  of  opinion^  that  the  witnesses  should  now  be  called^ 

.who  can  give  evidence  as  to  the  killing  of  the  cow,  which 

is  the  subject  of  the  indictment  with  which  the  jury  are 

now  charged. 

The  evidence  was  given. 

The  prisoner  was  acquitted  on  the  merits. 

F.  V.  Lee,  for  the  prosecution. 

JV,  Johnstone  Neale,  for  the  prisoner. 

[Attomies — Bowen  and  IVhalley.] 


Rbgina 

V. 

Wardle. 


Reoina  v.  Sophia  Wilshaw. 


L 


ARCENY. — The  prisoner  was   indicted  for  stealing  On  the  trial 
money,  the  property  of  Joseph  Wood,  her  master.  ufny,^ where ^fhe 

prosecutor  is 

It  was  opened  by  Talbot,  for  the  prosecution,  that  the  not  iikeiy"to*be 
prosecutor  was  bed-ridden,  and  he  proposed  to  give  in  evi-  ®^*![  ***^®  ^°  *^" 

xcnQ  tne  ftssizesy 

dence  the  deposition  of  the  prosecutor,  taken  before  Mr.  his  deposition, 

talcen  bv  the 

Povis,  the  committing  magistrate,  in  the  presence  of  the  committing 

prisoner.  magistrate  in 

*  the  presence  of 

To  prove  the  prosecutor's  state  of  health,  Mr.  Bowen  **»«  prisoner, 

*  may  be  given  in 

was  called :  he  said,  ^^I  am  a  surgeon;  I  know  Mr.  Joseph  evidence;  and 
Wood;  he  is  85;  he  is  quite  infirm  and  bed-ridden ;  he  can  ^ay  bc^proved 
sit  on  the  side  of  his  bed  when  he  is  lifted  out ;  he  is  not  i?.*!!^^" 

'  wlio  was  pre- 

sent, without 
calling  the  magistrate  or  his  clerk.    When  a  deposition,  taken  before  a  magistrate,  is  to  be  given 
in  evidence,  it  is  very  proper,  as  matter  of  caution,  that  the  magistrate  or  his  clerk  should  be 
called,  in  all  cases  where  it  can  be  conveniently  done;  but  it  is  not  necessary  in  point  of  law. 
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1841.        Able  to  bear  a  journey  to  the  assizes^  and  I  think  it  is  not 
\  ^    ^     likely  that  he  ever  will  be  so/' 

RstilNA  -^ 

V.  To  prove  the  deposition  of  the  prosecutor  a  constable 

was  called.  He  said^  "  I  went  with  Mr.  Powis^  the  magis- 
trate^ to  the  house  of  Mr.  Joseph  Wood;  what  he  said  was 
taken  down  by  Mr.  Powis  in  the  presence  of  the  prisoner ; 
this  paper  is  all  in  Mr.  Powis's  hand-writings  except  the 
cross  at  the  bottom  of  it^  which  is  Mr.  Wood's;  1  saw  him 
make  it ;  the  deposition  was  rei^  over  to  Mr.  Wood^  and 
he  was  sworn  to  the  truth  of  it.'' 

E.  Yardley,  for  the  prisoner. — ^I  submit  that^  as  Mr. 
Wood  is  a  marksman,  the  deposition  ought  not  to  be  read 
without  calling  either  the  magistrate  or  his  clerk. 

CoLTMAN,  J. — It  is  very  proper,  as  matter  of  caution, 
that  the  magistrate  or  his  clerk  should  be  called  in  all 
cases  where  it  can  be  conveniently  done ;  but  I  think  it  is 
not  necessary  in  point  of  law  (a). 

The  deposition  was  read. 

The  prisoner  was  acquitted  on  the  merits. 

Talbot,  for  the  prosecution. 
E.  Yardley,  for  the  prisoner. 

[Attornies — Keerif  and  WhalUyS\ 
(a)  See  the  case  oi  Reg,  v.  Hearn^  ante,  p.  109. 
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IH41. 

BEFORE  MR.  SERJEANT  LUDLOW. 


Beoina  V.  Marshall  and  Others. 

Night  poaching.— The  first  count  of  the  indictment  if  a  witness 
charged  the  defendants  with  night  poaching^  on  the  3rd  wne  at* the  time 
of  August,  4  Vict.,  in  land  in  the  parish  of  Longden.    The  an^nVc'fment^ 
second  count  of  the  indictment  was  for  assaulting  William  ^^^  *  misde- 

.  meanour,  his 

Rickards,  a  servant  of  the  Marquis  of  Anglesey,  the  lord  deposition, 
of  the  manor,  and  the  third  count  for  a  common  assault.       the  commi^tting 

magistrate,  is 
receivable  in 

It  was  opened  by  TyrwMtt,  for  the  prosecution,  that  evidence,  the 

William  Rickards  was  suffering  from  a  blow  on  the  head  witness  were 

which  had  affected  his  intellects,  and  that  he  had  also  \:^'^J^Xft 

been  subject  to  delirium  and  lowness  of  spirits :  but  that  J^*  witness  may 

^^  ^   ^  ''  be  only  tempo- 

Dr.  Knight,  the  physician  who  attended  him,   thought  rary ;  but  if  it 
it  probable  that  he  might  recover  in  a  few  weeks.     He  witness  be^i?o/^ 
cited  the  cases  of  Rex  Y.ErisweU{a),  and  Jleffina  v.  Wil-  IS^^^ines^s^h^' 
show  (b),  and  proposed  to  give  in  evidence  the  deposition  b«en  suflTering 

/.Ti'ti  11/.  1  ••  •  •       ^'■"^  delirium 

of  Rickards,  taken  before  the  committing  magistrate  m  and  depression 
the  presence  of  the  defendants.  consequence  of 

a  blow  on  the 
head,  and  that 

Dr.  Knight  was  called — He  said,  "  I  am  a  physician ;  his  intellects 

are  affected  by 

William  Rickards  has  been  under  my  care ;  he  has  been  the  injuries  he 
suffering  from  delirium  and  depression  of  spirits,  in  con-  j,*J  u  b^e"the* 
sequence  of  a  blow  on  the  head :  his  intellects  are  affected  op»n».on  of  his 

^  physician  that 

by  the  injury ;  I  think  he  will  recover,  but  I  cannot  say  he  win  recover, 
how  long  it  may  be  before  he  will  be  well.'^  of  the^wUness) 

taken  before 
the  committing 

(a)  3  T.  R.  707.     In  that  case,      state  as  if  he  were  dead ;  and  it  has   magistrate,  is 
'  ,  ,  not  receivable 

Lord  Kenyan  says,  "  I  admit  that      been  decided,  that  in  such  cases,   i^  evidence. 

this  man,  who  is  proved  to  be  in-  the  party's  hand-wnting  may  be 

sane,  is  to  be  considered  as  to  this  proved,   as    if   he   were    actually 

purpose  [the  receiving  of  his  de-  dead." 

position  in  evidence]  in  the  same  (6)  Ante,  p.  145. 
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1841.  Ludlow,  Serjt.,  (haying  conferred  with  Coltman,  J.) — 

J.  ^  Mr.  Justice  Coltman  is  of  opinion,  that  if  the  witness  is 

V.  actually  insane  at  this  time,  his  deposition  is  receivable  in 

eyidence,  although  the  insanity  of  the  witness  may  be  only 

temporary. 

Dr.  Knight,  in  answer  to  a  question  of  the  learned  Ser- 
jeant, said,  ''  I  cannot  say  that  Rickards  is  now  in  a  state 
of  insanity.^' 


Ludlow,  Serjt. — ^The  deposition  cannot  be  received  in 
evidence. 

The  evidence  was  rejected,  but  on  the  evidence  of  two 
other  witnesses,  who  were  with  Rickards  on  the  night  in 
question,  the  jury  found  all  the  defendants  guilty. 

Tyrwhitt,  for  the  prosecution. 
F.  V.  Lee,  for  the  defendants. 

f  Attomies — Landor  ^  Gardener,  and  Paseman,'] 
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1841. 

SHROPSHIRE   ASSIZES. 


Crown  Side. 

BEFORE    MR.    JUSTICE    COLERIDGE. 


Reoina  v.  Bowen. 

Wounding. — ^The  indictment  charged  the  prisoner  On  an  indict- 
with  having  maliciously  wounded  John  Bailey,  with  intent  Sg?wiailnteiit' 
to  disable  and  disfigure  him,  and  with  intent  to  do  him  ^  ?.?  ^»e^o"? 

^  '  bodily  harm,  it 

some  grievous  bodily  harm.  appeared  that 

Itlippeared  from  the  statement  of  the  prosecutor,  that  ofwhomwasthe 
he  was  returning  home  from  Colebrookdale  to  Wellington,  fJJk^ed* and 
on  the  night  of  the  3rd  of  May,  1841,  when  he  was  asked  wounded  the 

prosecutor,  and 

by  a  man  which  was  the  way  to  Wellington ;  and  that,  on  robbed  him ;  it 
his  turning  round  to  shew  the  man  the  way,  he  saw  another  whtch**ofthe  * 
man,  but,  before  he  could  at  all  ascertain  who  the  parties  ^*[  "^  X"*  ^"" 
were,  he  received  a  blow,  and  was  severely  wounded,  and  wound:— /fe/</, 
was  immediately  robbed   of  money  and  goods.     It  was  soncr  inflicted 
proved  by  a  police  officer,  who  took  the  prisoner  into  cus-  Jj^  rroseoitor 
tody,  that  he  told  the  prisoner  that  he  took  him  for  a  high-  '^^JJ^!"^*?* '® 
way  robbery,  upon  whicli  the  prisoner  said,  "  that  it  was  a  having  at  the 
hard  case  that  he  should  suffer,  as  the  other  man  did  it,  intent  to  do  him 
and  he  ran  away.^^     There  was  other  evidence  shewing  gnevous  bodily 

•^  ^    harm  to  effectu* 

that  two  persons  were  present,  but  no  evidence  to  shew  ««« «"ch !»"  »»- 

,.___.  _  _-  -w^  t»   tention  of  rob- 

which  of  them  it  was  who  struck  the  prosecutor.  Part  of  bing,  he  ought 
the  stolen  property  was  foimd  in  the  possession  of  the  pri-  ^^  thi's^indict- 
soner.  ""^Jr^,^   , 

Heldt  also, 
that  even  if 
the  prisoner's  was  not  the  hand  that  inflicted  the  wound,  he  ought  to  be  convicted  on  this  in- 
dictment,  if  the  jury  are  satisfied  that  the  two  persons  were  engaged  in  the  common  purpose 
of  robbing  the    prosecutor,  and  that  the  other  person's  was   the  hand   which  inflicted   the 
wound. 
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1841. 


Rkgina 

BOWEN. 


F,  V,  Lee,  for  the  prisoner. — I  submit  that  the  statute 
9  Geo.  4i,  c.  31^  s.  12^  was  intended  to  apply  to  those  cases 
only  where  the  ultimate  intent  of  the  party  was  to  do  some 
grievous  bodily  harm^  the  words  of  the  statute  are^  ''  shall 
imlawfiilly  and  maliciously  wound  any  person,  with  in- 
tent to  do  some  grievous  bodily  harm  to  such  person.''  The 
whole  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case  are  therefore  to  be 
taken  into  the  consideration  of  the  jury,  for  them  to  as- 
certain the  intent.  Here  the  wounding  was  not  the  object 
or  ultimate  intent  of  the  parties,  it  was  rather  the  means 
tending  to  an  end — ^the  intent  being  to  rob  and  not  to  do 
bodily  harm,  the  means  of  effecting  the  intent  to  rob 
being  the  wounding  of  the  party  to  be  robbed.  It  is  said, 
that  a  man  intends  the  result  of  his  own  act,  and  trying 
the  present  case  by  that  test  it  would  appear  that  the  re- 
sult of  the  act  of  Vvounding  was  the  robbery  which  was 
effected  by  means  of  it.  Secondly,  there  is  no  evidence 
that  the  prisoner  inflicted  the  wound. 


Coleridge,  J.,  (in  summing  up). — Mr.  Lee  has  put  it, 
that  it  is  doubtful  whether  this  case  is  within  the  statute 
9  Geo.  4,  c.  31,  s.  10.'  There  have  been  two  cases  something 
like  the  present,  but  neither  of  them  expressly  in  point  {a). 
If  you  believe  that  the  prisoner  inflicted  this  wound  on 


(a)  The  cases  of  Rex  v.  Duffin, 
R.  &  R.  C.  C.  365;  and  Rex  v. 
GiUow,  M.  C.  C.  85.  In  the  case 
of  Rex  V.  Duffiriy  the  prisoners 
were  indicted  for  cutting  James 
Sharp,  with  intent  to  murder  him, 
with  intent  to  disahle  him,  and 
with  intent  to  do  him  some  grievous 
bodily  harm.  The  jury  *'  found 
that  the  acts  done  by  the  prisoners 
were  done  with  intent  to  obstruct, 
resist,  and  prevent  their  apprehen- 
sion, and  for  no  other  purpose;" 
and  the  Judges  held,  that,  as  the 
intents  laid  in  the  indictment  had 
been  all  negatived  by  the  jury,  the 


conviction  could  not  be  supported. 
In  the  case  of  Rex  v.  GiUoWf  the 
prisoner  was  indicted  for  shooting 
at  Dennis  Carter,  ¥rith  intent  to  do 
him  some  grievous  bodily  harm. 
The  jury  were  of  opinion,  '*  that 
the  prisoner's  motive  was  to  prevent 
his  lawful  apprehension,  but  that, 
in  order  to  effect  that  purpose^  he 
had  also  the  intention  of  doing 
Carter  some  grievous  bodily  harm." 
The  Judges  held,  "  that,  if  both  the 
intents  existed,  it  was  immaterial 
which  was  the  principal  and  whidi 
the  subordinate  one,  and  that  the 
conviction  was  therefore  proper." 
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the  prosecutor  with  an  intent  to  rob  him^  but  had  at  the        1341, 
smme  time,  an  intent  to  do  him  some  grievous  bodily  harm       aEoiNiT 
in  <Hrder  to  effectuate  such  his  intention  of  robbing,  then  »• 

I  am  of  opinion,  in  point  of  law,  that  the  prisoner  ought 
to  be  convicted  on  this  indictment,  although  his  ulti- 
mate object  may  have  been  to  rob  the  prosecutor.  It 
has  also  been  contended,  that  there  is  no  evidence  to  shew 
that  the  prisoner  inflicted  the  wound ;  but  I  am  of  opinion, 
that,  if  the  prisoner  did  not  with  his  own  hand  inflict  the 
wound,  he  may  be  convicted  upon  this  indictment,  if 
you  are  satisfied  that  the  prisoner  and  the  other  person 
were  engaged  in  a  common  purpose  of  robbing  the  pro- 
secutor, and  that  the  other  person's  was  the  hand  that 
inflicted  the  wound  (a). 

Verdict — Guilty ;  the  foreman  of  the  jury 
adding,  that  they  were  satisfied  that 
the  prisoner  intended  to  do  the  prose- 
cutor some  grievous  bodily  harm. 

W.  Johnstone  Neale,  for  the  prosecution. 
F.  V.  Lee,  for  the  prisoner. 

[Attornies — Knocks  and  BytheU,'] 

{a)  See  the  caseof  i^cx  v.  Howell,  9  C.  &  P.  437,  and  the  authorities 
there  referred  to. 


Beoina  V.  BoTFiELD,  Esq. 
Nuisance.  — The  indictment  was  in  the  following  In  an  indict- 

ment  for  a  nui* 

form : — "  The  jurors  for  our  Lady  the  Queen  upon  their  sance,  in  ob- 
oath  present,  that  T.  B.,  late  of  the  parish  of  Nunsavage,  highway  "lead- 
in  the  county  of  Salop,  Esquire,  on  the  24th  of  December,  ^^l{^^^^(i) 
8  Vict.,  at  the  parish  aforesaid,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  in,  ««/othetownof 

C./'  by  placing 
a  gate  across  it, 

the  termini  D.  and  C.  are  excluded ;  and  therefore,  if  it  appear  that  the  gate  was  put  up  in  the 

towDship  of  D.,  the  defendant  must  be  acquitted. 
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1841.        upoiij  and  across  a  certain  road  there^  commonly  called 
^^^^^     '      Titford  Road^  being   the   Queen's   public  common  and 
«.  ancient  highway^  leading  from  the  township  of  Detton,  in 

the  county  aforesaid,  unto  and  across  a  certain  brook  and 
a  certain  ford  respectively,  there  and  thence  unio  the  town 
of  Cleobury  Mortimer,  also  in  the  said  county,  and,  firom 
time  immemorial,  used  by  and  for  all  the  liege  subjects  of 
our  said  Lady  the  Queen  and  her  predecessors,  with  their 
horses,  carts,  and  carriages,  to  go,  return,  pass,  and  repass 
thereon  and  thereover,  at  their  own  free  will  and  pleasure, 
unlawfully  and  injuriously  did  erect  and  set  up,  and  cause  and 
procure  to  be  erected  and  set  up,  a  certain  wicket  and  gatCj 
and  did  then  and  there  unlawfully  and  injuriously  permit 
and  suffer  the  said  wicket  and  gate  so  erected  and  set  up 
as  aforesaid  to  be  and  remain,  and  the  same  was  in,  upon, 
and  across  the  common  highway  aforesaid  for  a  long  space 
of  time,  to  wit,  from  the  day  and  year  aforesaid  con- 
tinually until  and  upon  the  day  of  the  taking  of  this 
inquisition,  whereby  the  common  highway  aforesaid  then 
and  for  and  during  all  the  time  aforesaid  was  and  still  is 
greatly  obstructed  and  straitened,  insomuch  that  the  liege 
subjects  of  our  said  lady  the  Queen  could  not  then,  nor 
can  they  now,   go,  return,  pass,   and  repass  with  their 
horses,  carts,  and  carriages,  in,  through,  over,  and  along 
the  common  highway  aforesaid,  as  they  had  been  wont  and 
accustomed  to  do,  and  of  right  they  ought  to  have  done, 
and  still  of  right  ought  to  do,  to  the  great  damage  and 
common  nuisance  of  all  her  Majesty^s  liege  subjects  going, 
returning,  passing,  and  repassing  with  their  horses,  carts, 
and  carriages,  in,  through,  over,  and  along  the  common  high- 
way aforesaid,  to  the  evil  example,  &c.,  and  against  the 
peace,  &c/' 

There  was  a  second  count,  which  was  similar  to  the  first, 
except  that  it  described  the  road  as  ''  a  certain  other  road 
there,  called  Titford  Road,  being  the  Queen's  public  com- 
mon  and  ancient  highway,  leading  from  the  township  of 
Detton  aforesaid,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  unto  the  brook 


Reoina 
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and  ford  aforesaid^  and^  from  time  immemoriaL  used^  &c./'         1841. 
(as  in  the  first  count). 

Upon  the  cross-examination  of  the  first  witness  for  the  «• 

prosecution^  it  appeared  that  the  gate  in  question  was 
erected  across  that  part  of  the  highway  which  was  situate 
tit  the  township  of  Detton. 

LudUcfWy  Serjt.^  and  F.  V.  Lee,  for  the  defendant. — 
Upon  this  evidence^  the  defendant  must  be  acquitted. 
The  word  ^'from  "  excludes  Detton  j  and  the  word  "  unto  " 
excludes  Cleobury  Mortimer;  and  as  the  nuisance  is 
proved  to  be  tit  Detton^  and  not  between  Detton  and  Cleo- 
bury  Mortimer^  the  charge  in  the  indictment  is  not  proved. 
They  cited  the  cases  of  Rex  v.  Inhabitants  of  Gamlingay  [a), 
and  Rex  v.  Inhabitants  of  Upton  on  Severn  {b). 

Godson  and  Busby,  for  the  prosecution. — The  cases  cited 
were  indictments  for  non-repair  of  highways^  where  greater 
particularity  is  required.  It  is  there  essential  to  shew 
exactly  what  part  of  the  road  is  out  of  repair;  and  in 
those  cases^  the  judgment  is  often  very  material  as  evi- 
dence to  shew  in  other  cases  to  what  extent  the  party  was 
held  liable  to  repair  the  road.  The  present  case  is  one  of  a 
nuisance  in  obstructing  a  highway,  which  does  not  require 
so  great  particularity.  The  words  "  leading  from  the 
township  of  Detton,^'  &c.,  might  be  rejected  as  surplusage, 
and  then  the  indictment  would  state  it  to  be  a  certain 
road,  commonly  called  Titford  Road,  in  the  county  of 
Salop,  which  would  be  quite  a  sufficient  description. 

Coleridge,  J. — I  am  always  sorry  when  cases  of  this 
kind  are  disposed  of  on  technical  grounds ;  but  although, 
at  the  first  blush,  it  appears  both  hard  and  unwise  in  the 
particular  instance  so  to  dispose  of  the  rights  of  parties, 
yet  it  is  of  very  much  importance  to  the  pubhc  that  legal 

(a)  3  T.  R.  513.  case  of  Reg.  v.  Fisher,  8  C.  &  P. 

{b)  6  C.  &  P.  133.    See  also  the      612. 
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1841.        principles  should  be  maintained.    It  may  sometimes  hap- 
\  "     ^      pd>  that,  in  carrying  out  those  principles,  they  may 
V.  appear  to  press  hard  in  certain  individual  cases;  but  by  a 

contrary  course,  the  law  would  be  frittered  away  by  endless 
distinctions,  and,  at  last,  we  should  hardly  know  what  the 
law  was,  and  that  state  of  things  would  be  more  injurious 
to  the  public  than  a  strict  adherence  to  general  principles. 
If  I  were  to  allow  these  words  to  be  rejected  as  surplusage 
in  this  case,  I  should  encourage  a  loose  and  negligent 
style  of  pleading ;  and  I  know  not  how  soon  the  same  doc- 
trine might  be  applied  to  cases  affecting  even  the  lives  of 
our  fellow  creatures,  who  might  then  be  indicted  tor  one 
thing,  and  found  guilty  of  another.  It  has  been  inge- 
niously urged,  that  this  case  is  distinguishable  from  those 
cited,  as  they  were  indictments  for  the  non-repair  of  roads. 
The  distinction  is,  however,  more  ingenious  than  sound,  as 
an  indictment  for  the  non-repair  of  a  road  is  an  indict- 
ment for  a  nuisance  to  the  public,  by  means  of  the  parties 
not  doing  their  duty  by  repairing  the  road  (c) ;  and  the 
present  is  an  indictment  for  nuisance  to  the  public,  by 
obstructing  the  road.  As  there  are  direct  authorities  to 
shew  that  in  an  indictment  for  a  nuisance  by  not  repairing 
a  road,  the  words  "from''  and  "to''  exclude  the  termini, 
I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  objection  must  prevail,  and  the 
defendant  must  be  acquitted. 

Verdict — ^Not  guilty. 

Godson  and  Busby,  for  the  prosecution. 
Ludlow,  Serjt.,  and  F.  V.  Lee,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attornies — Fickers,  and  PeeleJ] 

(c)  Indictments  ibr  the  non-re-  of  consideration,     wliether    they 

pair  of  highways,  always  conclude  would  not  be  bad  if  that  conclusion 

to  the  '<  common  nuisance"  of  her  were  omitted.   See  1  Curw.  Hawk. 

Majesty ^s  subjects,  going,  return-  B.  1,  ch.  32,  pp.  692et  seq.;  and 

ing,  passing,  &c.,  along  the  high-  Rex  v.  Hughes,  4  C.  &  P.  373. 
way;  and  it  seems  to  be  worthy 
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1841. 

HEREFORD  ASSIZES. 


BEFORE  MR.  JUSTICE  COLERIDGE. 

{avU  Side). 


Doe  on  the  Demise  of  Bodenham  v.  Colcombe^  Esq. 
JhiJECTMENT  to  recover  a  cottage,  a  garden,  and  two  Thcrent-roibof 

.  ,  7  *"  estate  were 

pieces  of  land,  situate  in  the  township  of  Lower  Balling-  unsigned,  and 
ham,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Martin,  in  the  county  of  Here-  J^  four  coiumnL 

f^^  The  first  and 

second  columns. 

The  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  claimed  the  premises  as  the  containing  the 
landlord  of  the  defendant,  to  whom  notice  to  quit  had  been  and  the  amount 

S^^®^*  each,  were  in  the 

To  prove  the  tenancy  of  the  defendant,  it  was  proposed  i«nd-writing 
to  give  in  evidence  a  series  of  rent  rolls,  from  which  it  the  esute.  The 
appeared  that  rent  had  been  paid  by  the  defendant  to  columns,  con- 
Mr.  Rosser,  a  deceased  steward  of  the  lessor  of  the  plain-  ^°^"^/Jl!„.„„ 

'  -^  amount  actually 

tiff.     Each  of  these  rent  rolls  was  made  out  in  four  received  of  each 

tenant,  and  the 

columns ;  and  it  was  proved,  that  the  first  and  second  date  when  re- 
columns,  containing  the  tenants^  names  and  amounts  to  be  the^hand-wnt- 
paid,  were  filled  up  by  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff,  and  that  '"*  ®[  */*' 

r       '  r     J  r  >  ceased  stcw- 

the  third  and  fourth  columns,  which  contained  the  amount  ard  .^Heid, 

,  Til  ^^^^  these  rent- 

of  rent  actually  received  from  each  tenant,  and  the  date  rolls  were  re- 
when  it  was  received,  were  filled  up  in  the  hand  writing  of  atnce,  as  ac*-^' 
the  late  Mr.  Rosser :  but  neither  of  the  rent-rolls  was  signed  <^""'*  ®^  *  ^®: 

*^  ceased  steward 

by  him.  charging  him* 

self. 

F.  V.  Lee,  for  the  defendant,  submitted,  that  these  rent- 
rolls  were  not  receivable  in  evidence,  as  they  were  neither 
wholly  in  the  hand-writing  of  the  deceased  steward,  nor 
signed  by  him. 
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1841.  Coleridge,  J. — ^The  question  is,  whether  these  entries 

would  be  sufficient  to  enable  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  to 


^ — >, — ' 


Dob 


d.  charge  the  steward  with  the  receipt  of  these  sums.     Now 

here  the  steward,  by  putting  down  the  sum  against  the 


V. 


CoLcoMBB.  defendant's  name  in  the  column  for  sums  received,  not 
only  charges  himself  with  the  receipt  of  this  amount,  but 
he  also  puts  in  the  next  column  a  statement  of  the  time 
when  he  received  it.  If  Mr.  Bodenham  had  been  obliged 
to  bring  an  action  against  Mr.  Rosser  to  recover  this 
amount  from  him,  what  better  evidence  could  he  have  than 
these  rent-rolls. 

The  evidence  was  received  (a). 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff. 

Ludlow,  Seijt.,  and  W.  J,  Alexander,  for  the  plaintiff. 
F.  V.  Lee,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attoniies — Anderson  ^  Blount,  and  Collin*,'] 

(a)  See  the  cases  of  Doe  d.  Slurt  v.  Mobhsy  ante,  p.  1,  and  Brune,  Esq. 
V.  Thompson,  ante,  p.  34. 
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1841. 
BioiNA  V.  The  Inhabitants  of  the  Parish  of  Pembridge. 


Ind] 


^ICTMENT  for  the  non-repair  of  highways.— The  On  the  trial 
indictment  contained  eight  counts^  charging  the  inhabi-  for  the  non-re- 
tants  of  the  parish  of  Pembridge  with  the  non-repair  of  ^*^y^/illfries  in 
certain  roads  within  the  said  parish. — Plea  to  the  first  an  ancient  pa- 

'■  ^  nsh'hook,  pro- 

conntj  that  the  said  parish  is,  and,  from  time  whereof  the  duced  by  the 

memoiy  of  man  is  not  to  the  contrary,  hitherto  hath  beei  tZf^e"t^ 

divided  into  six  townships;  and  that  so  much  of  the  said  fere^'i^e*^.**^' 

highway  in  the  first  count  mentioned  as  extends  from  &c.,  dence,  to  shew 

who  were  the 

1144  yards,  is,  and  from  time  whereof  &c.,  hath  been  surveyors  of  the 
situate  within  the  township  of  Weston,  and  that  the  resi-  ifo'j^-J^H^id, 
due  is,  and  during  all  the  time  aforesaid  hath  been,  situate  V**^  ^**®  ®^*' 

'  °  '  dence  was  re- 

in the  township  of  Broxwood;  and  that  the  inhabitants  ceivabie. 

.^  .  1  /»   o  1  ^  minute- 

of  the  township  of  Weston,  from  time  whereof  &c.,  have  book,  kept  by 
repaired  and  amended,  and  have  been  used  and  accus-  cieriTTaTo^  * 
tomed  to  repair  and  amend,  and  of  right  ought  to  have  ^^^^^  *"  ^^}' 

^  .  .      dence,  to  shew 

repaired  and  amended,  and  still  of  right  ought  to  repair  who  had  been 
and  amend,  when  and  so  often  as  it  hath  been  or  shall  be  the  magistrates 
necessary,  independently  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  rest  of  onhVhShways 
the  said  parish,  so  much  and  such  part  of  the  said  high-  for  the  year 
way  in  the  said  first  coimt  mentioned  as  is  situate  within  that  this  evi- 
the  said  township  of  W.;  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  receivable  with- 
said  township  of  B.,  from  time  whereof  &c.,  fin  the  same  ^^^  ^!^°^ °^,^ 

*  ^  '   ^  search  for  the 

manner  as  to  the  part  in  B.,  as  above  as  to  the  part  in  original  ap- 

•,.■,,.  rt  Tir  t  pointment, 

W.J;  and  by  reason  &c.  the  inhabitants  of  W.  ought  to  under  the  handg 
repair  the  part  in  W.,  and  the  inhabitants  of  B.  the  part  J^agiTtra*te**s. 
in  B.,  independently  of  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants  of  the      Whether  the 

•^  *^  •'  minute-book 

said  parish.     There  were  other  pleas  to  the  other  counts  would  have 

been  receivable 
as  secondary 
evidence,  if  the  original  appointments  had  been  lost — Quare. 
A  written  resolution  of  a  vestry  meeting  purported  to  allow  to  Mr.  D.  jS50 : — Held,  that  evi- 
dence was  not  admissible,  to  prove  what  was  said  by  the  persons  who  were  at  the  meeting,  with 
a  view  of  shewing  what  the  £50  were  allowed  for. 

A  witness,  who  produced  an  examined  copy  of  a  record  of  a  conviction  at  the  assizes,  stated 
that  he  examined  it  with  the  original  record,  in  the  custody  of  the  clerk  of  assize,  but  that  he 
thought  the  original  record  was  written  on  paper,  but  was  not  sure.  It  was  proved,  by  the  son 
of  the  clerk  of  assize,  that  all  the  records  in  his  father's  custody  were  written  on  parchment,  but 
he  had  no  recollection  of  this  particular  record  : — Heldy  that  the  examined  copy  was  receivable 
in  evidence. 

VOL.  1.  M  N.  P. 
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Rkoina 

V. 


in  a  similar  form^  mutatis  mutandis^  to  adapt  them  to  the 
other  roads  mentioned  in  those  counts  (a). 

Replication  to  the  first  plea^  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
OF  pkmbridob.  said  township  of  W.^  from  time  whereof  kc,y  have  not  re^ 

paired  and  amended  &c.,  (traversing  the  custom  in  the 
terms  of  the  plea). 

There  were  similar  replications  to  the  other  pleas. 

At  the  trial,  the  defendants  began,  and  they  proposed 
to  read  from  an  old  book,  which  was  produced  by  a  church* 
warden  from  the  parish  chest,  entries,  in  which  the  names 
of  the  surveyors  (^the  highways  were  stated,  beginning  with 
the  year  1707. 

Talfourd,  Seijt. — ^These  entries,  although  good  evidence 
against  the  defendants,  are  not  admissible  for  them. 

Coleridge,  J. — I  think  they  are  admissible.  Could 
any  other  evidence  be  given  of  who  were  the  surveyors  at 
that  time  ? 

The  evidence  was  received. 


A  clerk  to  the  justices  in  petty  sessions  produced  a  book 
purporting  to  contain  entries  of  the  appointments  of  sur- 
veyors for  Pembridge,  which  he  had  received  from  a  for- 
mer clerk,  who  was  dead.  He  stated,  that  he  had  been 
clerk  for  seven  years,  and  that,  during  that  time,  it  had 
been  the  invariable  practice  to  appoint  the  surveyors  with- 
out any  warrant  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  magis- 
trates, and  that  the  only  written  matter  was  the  entry 


(a)  The  defendants  had  pre- 
viously pleaded,  that  the  parish 
was  divided  into  six  townships,  and 
that  each  of  the  six  townships  from 
time  immemorial  had  repaired  all 
the  roads  situate  within  it,  inde- 
pendently of  the  rest  of  the  parish. 
They  afterwards  obtained  leave  to 


plead  the  pleas  above  mentioned ; 
and  Mr.  Justice  Patte»an  having 
taken  time  to  consider  whether  they 
should  have  such  leave,  granted  it, 
at  the  same  time  stating  that  there 
was  no  precedent  for  suchpleas;  and 
he  very  much  doubted  whether  they 
would  be  good  even  after  verdict. 
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made  by  the  clerk  in  the  book  produced.    The  entry  pro-         |g4|^ 
posed  to  be  read  was  of  the  year  1812,  ^     ^    ^ 

"  Rboina 

Tm^fimrd,  Seqt.,  Greaves,  and  Smithies,  for  the  prosecu-  J/piMiwwL 
lion. — ^These  entries  are  inadmissible;  they  are  neither 
primary  nor  secondary  evidence.  The  best  evidence  is  the 
appointment  itself^  and  that^  by  13  Geo.  3,  c.  78^  s.  1^ 
must  have  been  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  the  magis- 
trates. They  are  only  authorized  to  appoint  in  that 
manner;  and  it  is  to  be  presumed^  that  they  did  their 
duty.  If  the  evidence  of  the  witness  goes  for  any  things 
it  goes  to  prove  that  no  legal  appointments  were  ever 
made.  The  only  eases  in  which  entries  by  officers  are 
admitted,  are,  where  there  is  a  public  officer,  and  he  has  a 
public  duty  to  perform,  and  the  entries  were  made  in  per- 
formance of  that  duty.  Here  the  clerk  is  no  officer;  he  is 
the  mere  servant  of  the  justices,  and  holds  his  situation  by 
so  infirm  a  tenure,  that  a  mandamus  will  not  lie  to  restore 
him  to  his  situation  (6) :  he  may  be  dismissed  instanter;  nei- 
ther is  there  any  duty  to  perform.  There  is  nothing  that 
requires  the  clerk  to  the  justices  to  make  any  such  entry; 
they  are  merely  the  voluntary  entries  of  a  person  who  has 
no  authority  to  make  them,  and  no  duty  to  perform  in 
making  them.  Suppose  an  indictment  were  preferred 
against  a  party  for  refusing  to  execute  the  office  of  sur- 
veyor, it  is  impossible  to  contend  that  these  entries  would 
be  evidence  to  prove  his  appointment.  Neither  are  they 
admissible  as  secondary  evidence ;  for  no  search  has  been 
made,  or  loss  proved,  of  the  original  appointments;  and 
even  if  that  had  been  done,  these  entries  would  not  be 
secondary  evidence,  as  they  are  the  mere  unwarranted 
entries  of  the  party  making  them. 

fF.  J.  Alexander,  F.  V,  Lee,  and  DamviUe,  for  the  de- 
fendants.— ^This  is  not  secondary  evidence,  it  is  the  best 
evidence.     We   do  not  require   the    same    strictness   of 

(6)  See  the  case  of  Ex  parte  Sandys^  4  B.  &  Ad.  863. 
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1841.        proof  here  as  in  an  indictment  against  a  person  for  re- 
^^  ^    ^      fusinfi"  an  office.    These  are  the  records  of  a  Court,  and  of 

RbOINA  ^  ,  ^  mt 

V.  the  proceedings  that  have  taken  place  at  that  Court.    The 

OP  Pbmbrioob.  ^^^  o^  ^^^  ^-  Martin  (c)  goes  to  shew  that  this  evidence 

is  admissible. 

Coleridge,  J. — There  the  act  required  that  notice 
should  be  given,  and  that  the  surveyor  should  be  elected 
at  a  vestry ;  and  the  entry  was,  that  A.  was  elected.  That 
was  all  in  direct  compliance  with  the  act;  but  here  you 
are  seeking  to  shew  an  appointment  by  this  sort  of  evi- 
dence in  direct  contravention  of  the  act.  You  are  obliged 
to  assume,  upon  evidence  as  to  a  few  years'  practice,  that 
the  justices  have  acted  directly  against  the  provisions  of  an 
act  of  Parliament. 

W.  J.  Alexander. — ^It  is  not  necessary  that  the  appoint- 
ment should  be  strictly  regular. 

Coleridge,  J. — Perhaps  not;  but  this  is  merely  a  parol 
appointment  ? 

W,  J.  Alexander. — ^The  entry  is  the  only  evidence  of  the 
appointment.   There  is  no  other ;  it  is  the  only  appointment. 

F.  V.  Lee. — The  question  is,  whether  it  is  compulsory 
under  the  act  to  appoint  by  warrant  ? 

Coleridge,  J. — Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  magis- 
trates may  appoint  otherwise  than  by  warrant  ? 


(c)  2  Camp.  100.  In  that  case,  it 
appeared  that  by  a  private  act  of  Par- 
liament, for  regulating  the  concerns 
of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Green- 
wich, it  was  required,  that  certain 
notice  should  be  given  of  a  vestry 
for  the  election  of  a  treasurer,  and 
that  a  treasurer  should  be  elected 
at  a  vestry  held  in  pursuance  of 
such  notice.     Held,  by  Lord  Chief 


Baron  Macdonald,  that  an  aver- 
ment in  an  indictment  for  a  libel, 
"  that  R.  B.  was  duly  elected  trea- 
surer of  the  said  parish, "  was  suf- 
ficiently proved  by  an  entry  in  the 
vestry  book,  which  stated,  that  R. 
B.  was  elected  treasurer  at  a  ves- 
try "  duly  held  in  pursuance  of 
notice." 
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F.  V.  Lee. — ^The  acceptance  of  the  appointment  is  the        1041^ 
thing  that  makes  a  man  an  officer. 


Coleridge^  J. — ^The  appointment  by  the  magistrate  is   Inhabitants 
an  absolute  appointment.     If  the  persons  appointed  refuse  ®'  'mbridob. 
the  office,  they  are  liable  to  a  penalty  {d) ;  therefore,  it 
cannot  be  said  to  be  voluntary :  the  appointment  of  a 
sheriff  is  absolute,  although  he  may  avoid  serving  by  pay- 
ing a  fine. 

Talfourd,  Serjt.,  in  reply,  was  stopped  by  the  learned 
Judge. 

Coleridge,  J. — I  cannot  receive  this  evidence.  It 
could  only  be  receivable  as  primary  or  secondary  evidence. 
I  should  be  bound  to  presume,  that  the  justices  had  pro- 
ceeded according  to  law ;  and  then  the  only  course  to  make 
these  books  evidence,  would  be  to  show,  first,  that  search 
had  been  made,  and  that  the  warrants  had  not  been  found, 
and  then  to  show  that  the  practice  had  been  to  make  these 
entries ;  but  that  has  not  been  done.  Then  it  is  put,  that 
the  entries  may  be  received  as  primary  evidence ;  that  is, 
that  they  are  the  act  of  appointment.  Now  there  is  an  act 
of  ParliLnt,  which  requL  an  appointment  to  be  xnade 
under  hand  and  seal,  and  the  magistrates  seem  to  have 
chosen  not  to  act  accordingly.  The  whole  proceeding  has 
been  irregular,  and  the  justices  have  proceeded  in  a  totally 
wrong  way.  The  justices,  by  these  entries,  no  more  made 
these  persons  legal  surveyors,  than  if  I  had  myself  made 
the  appointment. 

The  evidence  was  rejected  (e). 

The  resolution  of  a  vestry  meeting  held  the  12th  April, 
1821,  was  read ;  and  it  purported  to  allow  Mr.  Davies  a 
sum  of  £60, 

(<f)  Formerly,  under  the  Stat.  13  a  witness    produced    several    ap- 

Geo.  3,  c.  78,  s.  1 ;  but  now  under  pointments  of  the  surveyors  under 

the  Stat  5  &  6  Will.  4,  c.  50,  s.  8.  the  hands  and  seals  of  the  magis- 

(e)  In  a  later  stage  of  the  cause,  strates. 
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1841.  ^*  J*  Alexander  proposed  to  ask  what  was  said  by  per- 

*_   ^    "      sons  present  at  the  meeting. 

V. 

of^FbmbudoI       Td^ourd,  Serjt.,  objected. 

Coleridge  J. — Here  is  a  vestry  meetings  which  comes 
to  a  resolution  to  allow  Mr.  Davies  iS50;  whatever  a  per- 
son says^  when  he  enters  into  a  written  agreement,  might 
be  given  in  evidence^  if  parol  evidence  may  here  be  given^ 
in  addition  to  this  written  resolution. 

W.  J.  Alexander. — ^What  is  said  is  explanatory  of  the 
resolution. 

Coleridge^  J. — I  am  very  clearly  of  opinion,  it  is  not 
evidence.  K  the  meeting  meant  to  guard  the  resolution 
by  any  thing  in  addition  to  the  terms  of  it,  they  should 
have  entered  it  as  part  of  the  resolution  (/). 

For  the  prosecution,  in  order  to  prove  the  conviction  of 
the  parish  upon  an  indictment  for  non-repair  of  these 
roads,  in  1806,  a  witness  was  called,  who  stated  that  he 
went  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Bellamy,  the  clerk  of  assize  of 
the  Oxford  Circuit,  in  London,  and  there  saw  him  and  Mr. 
Charles  Bellamy ;  that  he  there  asked  for  the  record,  and 
received  a  written  paper,  (which  he  produced),  which  he 
and  Mr.  C.  Bellamy  compared  with  a  document,  also  then 
produced  as  the  record,  and  which  the  witness  stated,  he 
thought  was  paper,  but  he  was  not  sure  whether  it  was 
paper  or  parchment ;  but  it  was  much  torn. 

Mr.  C.  Bellamy  was  called  as  a  witness,  but  he  could 
not  recollect  the  particular  transaction.  He  stated  that 
the  practice  was,  when  a  record  was  required,  to  make  it 
out  from  the  minutes  and  the  indictment,  on  an  original 
parchment  roll,  which  was  signed  by  Mr.  Bellamy ;  and 

(/)  See  the  stat  58  Geo.  3,  c.  69,  s.  2. 
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that  a  copy  was  tlien  made  on  paper,  and  compared  with  the        i841. 
roll,  and  stamped  with  the  Oxford  Circuit  Stamp,  which      ^  ^ 
was  given  to  the  party  applying  for  it ;  and  that,  as  far  as  9. 

-  .  •  /»      p  n  i.  i.1.        n  Inhabitants 

ms  own  experience  for  four  or  five  years  went,  the  roU  was  of  pimbeidob. 
drawn  up  from  the  indictment  and  minutes,  without  any 
paper  draft  in  the  first  instance  being  made  j  and  that  he 
never  knew  of  a  paper  copy  having  been  kept.  Mr.  C.  Bel- 
lamy also  stated,  that  the  paper  now  produced  was  signed 
by  Mr.  Bellamy,  and  stamped  with  the  Circuit  Stamp. 

fV.  J.  Alexander  ohjectedj  that  there  was  no  evidence  of 
a  record  on  parchment,  which  was  essential.  He  cited  the 
case  of  Res  v.  Smith  {g). 

CoLBRiDGE,  J. — ^An  objection  of  this  kind  ought  to  be 
made  out  on  the  facts.  I  am  by  no  means  satisfied  that 
the  original  document  was  not  on  parchment  {h).  Mr. 
Charles  Bellamy  speaks  of  the  practice,  and  states,  that 
there  ia  always  a  parchment  record  drawn  up :  and  all  that 
can  be  «ud  i..  that  the  witness  is  not  certain  whether  this 
record  was  upon  paper  or  not.  He  says,  I  applied  for  a 
record,  and  it  was  produced  as  a  record ;  but  I  cant  say 
whether  it  was  on  paper  or  on  parchment.  I  think  the 
evidence  admissible. 


The  evidence  was  received. 


(g)  8  B.  &  C.  341,  and  Carr. 
Supp.  p.  1 89.  See  also  the  case  of 
Porter,  Esq.  v.  Cooper,  Esq.,  6 
C.  &  P.  354.  Lord  Chief  Baron 
Comyru  says,  (Com.  Dig.  tit.  Re- 
cord A.,  citing  Co.  Litt.  1 1 7.  b.  and 
260.  a.) :  "  A  record  is  a  memorial 
of  a  proceeeding  or  act  of  a  Court 
of  record,  entered  in  a  roll  of  parch" 
ment,  for  the  preservation  of  it" 

(h)  There  is  every  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  the  suggestion,  that  this 
record  was  written  on  paper,  was 


Verdict  for  the  Crown. 

founded  entirely  in  mistake.  We 
believe  that  all  the  records  of  the 
Oxford  Circuit  are  and  always  have 
been  written  on  parchment.  And 
when  even  recognizances  have  been 
sent  by  magistrates  to  the  clerk  of 
assize  written  on  paper,  (as  they 
sometimes  have  been),  it  has  been 
the  uniform  practice  for  the  clerk 
of  assize  to  send  them  back,  that 
they  might  be  re-written  on  parch- 
ment 
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Talfaurd,  Seijt.,  Greaves,  and  Smythies,  for  the  prose- 
cution. 


Inhabitants        TV.  J.  Alexander,  F.  V.  Lee,  and  DomviUe,  for  the  de- 

OFP.MBRILGB.    ^^^^^8. 

[Attomies — B.  Bodenham,  and  Bankt.'] 


{Crown  Side.) 

BEFORE    MR.   JUSTICE    COLTMAN« 


Eegina  V.  Ann  Walters. 
Ifa  person  do     M.URDER.— The  first  count  of  the  indictment  charged 

ftnv  ftct  to~ 

wards  another  that  the  prisoner,  on  the  13th  of  April,  1841,  at  Ledbury, 
whkh  mulf  n^.'  being  big  with  a  female  child,  the  said  female  child  alone 
T*d"^^h  o*/  ^^  ^^^  secretly  did  bring  forth  alive ;  and  that  she,  in  and  upon 
that  other,  the  the  Said  female  child  being  so  alive,  and  not  named,  feloni* 
to  murder ;  but  ously,  wilfully,  and  of  her  malice  aforethought,  did  make  an 
u^s^m^ch  assart  'y  ^^d  that  she,  in  a  certain  Queen's  highway  and 
that  the  per-  open  place,  there  feloniously,  wilfully,  and  of  her  malice 
have  been  aware  aforcthought,  did  wilfully  Icavc,  abandon,  and  expose  the 
would  be  death,  ^^aid  child,  naked  and  without  protection,  to  the  cold  and  in- 
d^V  The^crime  clemency  of  the  weather;  and  that  she,  on  &c.,  at  &c.,  after 
to  mansiaugh-    the  child  was  bom,  feloniously  &c.,  did  neglect,  omit,  and 

ter,  provided 

that  the  death  rcfusc  to  tie,  fasten,  and  secure  the  navel-string  of  the  body 
hyaruSawfui   o^  the  Said  child,  and  to  administer  to  the  said  child  such  food 

act,  but  not  ^s  was  sufficient  and  necessary  for  the  support  and  main- 
such  an  act  as  ^  "  *  * 

shewed  a  maii-  tcnaucc  of  the  child.  By  means  of  which  exposure^  and 
''TatoLn  also  of  omitting  to  tie  the  navel-string,  and  to  give  suffi- 
young infantla*  ^icnt  food,  the  child  died.    The  second  count  was  similar 

a  gentleman's 

door,  or  other  place  where  it  was  likely  to  be  found  and  taken  care  of,  and  the  child  died,  it  would 
be  manslaughter  only ;  but  if  the  child  were  lefl  in  a  remote  place,  where  it  was  not  likely  to 
be  found — e.  g,  on  a  barren  heath— and  the  death  of  the  child  ensued,  it  would  be  murder. 
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to  the  first  county  but  omitted  that  part  of  it  which  related 
to  the  omission  to  tie  the  navel-string.  The  third  count 
stated  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  prisoner^  as  the  mother  of 
the  child^  to  provide  proper  clothes  and  protection  for  it^ 
the  child  being  unable  to  provide  for  itself;  and  that  she 
exposed  it  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  by  which  it 
died  (a).    The  fourth  count  stated  a  duty  in  the  prisoner 


1841. 


Reoina 

V. 

Walters. 


(a)  As  the  forms  of  this  and  the 
following  counts  of  the  indictment 
may  be  useful  in  practice,  we  have 
subjoined  them. 

7%f><f  count, — "  And  the  jurors 
aforesaid,  upon  their   oath  afore- 
said, do  further  present,  that  the 
said  Ann  Walters  afterwards,   to 
wit,  on  the  same  day,  and  in  the 
year  aforesaid,  with  force  and  arms, 
at  the  parish  aforesaid,  in  the  coun- 
ty aforesaid,  in  and  upon  a  cer- 
tain female  child,  then  and  there 
bom  of  the  body  of  the  said  Ann 
Walters,  whose  name  is  to  the  ju- 
rors aforesaid  unknown,  feloniously, 
wilfully   and  of  her  malice  afore- 
thought, did  make  an  assault.   And 
the  jurors  aforesaid,  upon  their  oath 
aforesaid,  do  further  present,  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  said  Ann 
Walters,  then  and  there,  to  pro- 
vide proper  and  sufficient  clothes, 
covering,  and  protection,  for  the 
body  of  the  said  last-mentioned  fe- 
male child,  the  said  last-mentioned 
female  child  being  then  and  there 
unable  to  provide  for  and  take  care 
of  herself;  and  that  the  said  Ann 
Walters  then  and  tliere,  contrary 
to  her  duty  in  that  behalf,  feloni- 
ously, wilfully,  and  of  her  malice 
aforethought,  with  both  her  hands 
did  put  and  place  the  said  last- 
mentioned  female  child  in  a  cer- 
tain common  and  public  highway 
and  open  place  there,  and  then 


and  there  did  feloniously,  wilfully, 
and  of  her  malice  aforethought,  de- 
sert and  leave  the 'said  last-men- 
tioned female  child  there  exposed 
to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather, 
without  sufficient  clothes,  covering, 
shelter,  and  protection  for  the  body 
of  the  said  last-mentioned  female 
child.    By  means  of  which  said  se- 
veral premises  in  this  count  men- 
tioned, the  said  last-mentioned  fe- 
male child  became  and  was  mortally 
sick,  weak,  and  disordered  in  her 
body;  of  which  said  mortal  sickness, 
weakness,  and  disorder  aforesaid, 
the  said  last-mentioned  female  child, 
on  and  from  the  said  13th  day  of 
April,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  until  the 
14th  day  of  the  same  month,  at  the 
parish  aforesaid,  in  the  county  afore- 
said, did  languish,  and  languishing 
did  live,  and  then  and  there,  to 
wit,  on  the  said  1 4th  day  of  April, 
in  the  year  aforesaid,  at  the  parish 
aforesaid,  in  the  county  aforesaid, 
did  die.    And  so  the  jurors  afore- 
said, upon  their  oath  aforesaid,  do 
say  that  the  said  Ann  Walters,  the 
said  last-mentioned  female  child,  in 
manner  and   form  last  aforesaid, 
feloniously,   wilfully,    and    of  her 
malice  aforethought,  did  kill  and 
murder,  against  the  peace  of  our 
lady  the  Queen,  her  crown  and 
dignity." 

Fourth  count. — "  And  the  jurors 
aforesaid,  upon  their  oath  aforesaid. 
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to  secure  the  navel-striiig  of  the  child,  to  procure  dothing 
and  shelter  for  it,  and  to  give  it  milk  and  food;  and  that 


do  further  present,  that  the  said  Ann 
Walters  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the 
day  and  year  first  aforesaid,  at  the 
parish  aforesaid,  in  the  eounty  a- 
foresaid,  being  big  with  a  certain 
female  child,  the  same  female  child 
alone  and  secretly  from  her  body 
did  then  and  there  bring  forth  alive. 
And  the  jurors  aforesaid,  upon  their 
oath  aforesaid,  do  further  present, 
that  it  then  and  there  became  and 
was  the  duty  of  the  said  Ann  Wal- 
ters, as  the  mother  of  the  same  child, 
[to  fasten,  tie,  and  secure  the  na- 
vel-string of  the  body  of  the  same 
child,  and  to  provide  and  procure 
such  clothing,  covering,  and  shelter 
for  the  body  of  the  same  child,  as 
were  then  and  there  necessary  and 
sufficient  to  protect  and  defend  the 
same  child  from  the  cold  and  in- 
clemency of  the  weather,  and  also 
to  procure  for,  and  give,  and  ad- 
minister to  the  same  child  such  milk 
and  food  as  was  then  and  there 
necessary  and  sufficient  for  the  sup- 
port and  maintenance  of  the  said 
child].     And  the  jurors  aforesaid, 
upon  their  oath  aforesaid,  do  fur- 
ther present,   that  the  said  Ann 
Walters,  not  regarding  her  duty 
in  that  behalf,  but  being  moved 
and  seduced  by  the  instigation  of 
the  devil,  on  the  day  and  year  first 
aforesaid,  with  force  and  arms,  at 
the  parish  aforesaid,  in  the  county 
aforesaid,  in  and  upon  the  same 
child  not  named,  in  the  peace  of 
God  and  our  said  lady  the  Queen 
then  and  there  being,  feloniously, 
wilfully,  and  of  her  malice  afore- 
thought, did  make  an  asault ;  and 
that  the  said  Ann  Walters,  the  same 
child  into  both  her  hands,  feloni- 


ously, wilfully,  and  of  her  malice 
aforethought,  did  then  and  there 
take,  and  that  the  said  Ann  Wal- 
ters, the  same  child,  feloniously, 
wilfully,  and  of  her  malice  afore- 
thought, with  both  her  hands,  did 
then  and  there  put  and  place,  in 
a  certain  road  there  situate,  and 
the  same  child  in  ihe  said  road, 
then  and  there,  feloniously,  wilfully, 
and  of  her  malice  aforethought,  did 
expose,  leave,  and  abandon,  naked 
and  without  any  clothing,  covering, 
or  shelter  whatever  to  protect  the 
body  of  the  same  child  from  the 
cold  and  inclemency  of  the  wea- 
ther,   t  And  that  the  said  Ann 
Walters  did  then  and  there  feloni- 
ously, wilflilly,  and  of  her  malice 
aforethought,  wholly  neglect,  omit, 
and  refuse  to  tie,  fitften,  or  in  any 
way  secure,  the  navel-string  of  the 
body  of  ihe  same  child;  and  that 
the  said  Ann  Walters  did  then  and 
there  feloniously,  wilfully,  and  of 
her  malice    aforethought,    wholly 
neglect,  omit,  and  refuse  to  provide 
and  procure  any  clothing,  covering, 
or  shelter  whatsoever  for  the  same 
child ;  and  that  the  said  Ann  Wal- 
ters did  then  and  there  feloniously, 
wilfiilly,  and  of  her  malice  afore- 
thought, wholly  neglect,  omit,  and 
refuse  to  procure  for,  or  to  give  or 
administer  to  the  same  child  any 
milk  or  other  food  whatsoever,  by 
means  of  which  said  last-mentioned 
exposure,  leaving,  and   abandon- 
ment of  the  same  child,  and  also 
by  the  omitting  and  refusing  to  tie, 
fasten,  and  secure  the  navel-string 
of  the  same  child  as  aforesaid,  and 
to  provide  and  procure  clothing, 
covering,  and  shelter  for  the  body 
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she  exposed  the  child  to  the  inclemeiicy  of  the  weather^  did 
not  provide  it  with  clothing  and  shelter^  and  omitted  to 
supply  it  with  food,  by  means  whereof  the  child  died.  The 
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of  the  same  child  as  last  aforesaid, 
and  to  procure  for,  and  give,  and 
administer  to  the  same  chUd  milk 
and  food  as  last  aforesaid,t  the 
same  child,  from  the  time  of  its 
birth  aforesaid,  on  the  day  and 
year  first  aforesaid,  until  the  14th 
day  of  the  same  month,  at  the  pa- 
rish aforesaid,  in  the  county  afore- 
said, did  languish,  and  languish- 
ing did  live,  on  which  said  14th 
day  of  April,  in  the  year  aforesaid, 
the  same  child,  at  the  parish  afore- 
said, in  the  county  aforesaid,  of 
such  leaving,  abandonment,  and 
exposure,  and  of  such  wilful  omis- 
sion, neglect,  and  reflisal  as  in  this 
count  mentioned,  did  then  and  there 
die.  And  so  the  jurors  aforesaid, 
upon  their  oath  aforesaid,  do  say, 
that  the  said  Ann  Walters,  the 
same  child  in  manner  and  form 
last  aforesaid,  feloniously,  wilfully, 
and  of  her  malice  aforethought, 
did  kill  and  murder,  against  the 
peace  of  our  lady  the  Queen,  her 
crown  and  dignity." 

Fifeh  Coirn^.— Exactly  similar  to 
the  4th,  but,  instead  of  the  part  be- 
tween [  ],  inserting  the  following:— 
"to  protect  and  defend  the  same 
child  from  the  cold  and  inclemency 
of  the  weather,  and  to  provide  and 
procure  such  clothing,  covering, 
and  shelter  for  the  body  of  the 
aaid  child  as  was  then  and  there 
necessary  and  sufficient  to  protect 
and  defend  the  same  child  from 
the  cold  and  inclemency  of  the 
weather."*  And  instead  of  the  al- 
legation between  f  ti  inserting  the 
following  : — "  And  that  the  said 


Ann  Walters  did  then  and  there  fe- 
loniously, wilfully,  and  of  her  malice 
aforethought,  wholly  neglect,  omit, 
and  refiise  to  protect  and  defend 
the  same  child  from  the  cold  and 
inclemency  of  the  weather,  or  to 
provide  or  procure  any  clothing, 
covering,  or  shelter  whatsoever  for 
the  same  child,  *  *  by  means  of 
which  said  last-mentioned  expo- 
sure, leaving,  and  abandonment  of 
the  same  child,  and  also  neglectr 
ing,  omitting,  and  refusing  to  pro- 
tect and  defend  the  same  child  Arom 
the  cold  and  inclemency  of  the  wea- 
ther, and  to  provide  and  procure 
clothing,  covering,  and  shelter  for 
the  body  of  the  same  child,  as  in 
this  count  mentioned."  •  •  • 

Sixth  Count, — Exactly  similar  to 
the  5th  count,  except  that,  in  stating 
the  duty  of  the  prisoner,  the  follow- 
ing words  were  added  at  the  * : — 
"  And  also  to  procure  for,  and  give^ 
and  administer  to  the  same  child 
such  milk  and  food  as  was  then  and 
there  necessary  and  sufficient  for 
the  support  and  maintenance  of 
the  same  child;"  and  in  stating  the 
cause  of  the  death  the  following 
allegation  was  inserted  at  the**: — 
"And  that  the  said  Ann  Walters  did 
then  and  there  feloniously,  wilfully, 
and  of  her  malice  aforethought, 
wholly  neglect,  omit,  and  refuse  to 
procure  for,  give,  or  administer 
to  the  same  child  any  milk  or  other 
food  whatsoever."  And  at  the  •  •  • 
the  following  was  inserted: — ^And 
to  procure  for,  and  to  give  and 
administer  to  the  same  child,  milk 
and  food  as  last  aforesaid." 
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to  secure  the  navel-string  of  the  childj  to  procure  clothing 
and  shelter  for  it^  and  to  give  it  milk  and  food;  and  that 


do  further  present,  that  the  said  Ann 
Walters  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the 
day  and  year  first  aforesaid,  at  the 
parish  aforesaid,  in  the  eoiinty  a^ 
foresaid,  being  big  with  a  certain 
female  child,  the  same  female  child 
alone  and  secretly  from  her  body 
did  then  and  there  bring  forth  alive. 
And  the  jurors  aforesaid,  upon  their 
oath  aforesaid,  do  further  present, 
that  it  then  and  there  became  and 
was  the  duty  of  the  said  Ann  Wal- 
ters, as  the  mother  of  the  same  chUd, 
[to  fasten,  tie,  and  secure  the  na- 
vel-string of  the  body  of  the  same 
child,  and  to  provide  and  procure 
such  clothing,  covering,  and  shelter 
for  the  body  of  the  same  child,  as 
were  then  and  there  necessary  and 
sufficient  to  protect  and  defend  the 
same  child  from  the  cold  and  in- 
clemency of  the  weather,  and  also 
to  procure  for,  and  give,  and  ad- 
minister to  the  same  child  such  milk 
and  food  as  was  then  and  there 
necessary  and  sufficient  for  the  sup- 
port and  maintenance  of  the  said 
child].     And  the  jurors  aforesaid, 
upon  their  oath  aforesaid,  do  fur- 
ther present,   that  the  said  Ann 
Walters,  not  regarding  her  duty 
in  that  behalf,  but  being  moved 
and  seduced  by  the  instigation  of 
the  devil,  on  the  day  and  year  first 
aforesaid,  with  force  and  arms,  at 
the  parish  aforesaid,  in  the  county 
aforesaid,  in  and  upon  the  same 
child  not  named,  in  the  peace  of 
God  and  our  said  lady  the  Queen 
then  and  there  being,  feloniously, 
wilfully,  and  of  her  malice  afore- 
thought, did  make  an  asault ;  and 
that  the  said  Ann  Walters,  the  same 
child  into  both  her  hands,  feloni- 


ously, wilfully,  and  of  her  malice 
aforethought,  did  then  and  there 
take,  and  that  the  said  Ann  Wal- 
ters, the  same  child,  feloniously, 
wilfully,  and  of  her  malice  afore- 
thought, with  both  her  hands,  did 
then  and  there  put  and  place,  in 
a  certain  road  there  situate,  and 
the  same  child  in  the  said  road, 
then  and  there,  feloniously,  wilfully, 
and  of  her  malice  aforethought,  did 
expose,  leave,  and  abandon,  naked 
and  without  any  clothing,  covering, 
or  shelter  whatever  to  protect  the 
body  of  the  same  child  from  the 
cold  and  inclemency  of  the  wea- 
ther,   t  And  that  the  said  Ann 
Walters  did  then  and  there  feloni- 
ously, wUfblly,  and  of  her  malice 
aforethought,  wholly  neglect,  omit, 
and  refuse  to  tie,  fasten,  or  in  any 
way  secure,  the  navel-string  of  the 
body  of  the  same  child;  and  that 
the  said  Ann  Walters  did  then  and 
there  feloniously,  wilfully,  and  of 
her  malice    aforethought,    wholly 
neglect,  omit,  and  refuse  to  provide 
and  procure  any  clothing,  covering, 
or  shelter  whatsoever  for  the  same 
child ;  and  that  the  said  Ann  Wal- 
ters did  then  and  there  feloniously, 
wilfully,  and  of  her  malice  afore- 
thought, wholly  neglect,  omit,  and 
refuse  to  procure  for,  or  to  give  or 
administer  to  the  same  child  any 
milk  or  other  food  whatsoever,  by 
means  of  which  said  last-mentioned 
exposure,  leaving,  and  abandon- 
ment of  the  same  child,  and  also 
by  the  omitting  and  refusing  to  tie, 
fasten,  and  secure  the  navel-string 
of  the  same  child  as  aforesaid,  and 
to  proride  and  procure  clothing, 
covering,  and  shelter  for  the  body 
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she  exposed  the  child  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather^  did 
not  provide  it  with  clothing  and  shelter^  and  omitted  to 
supply  it  with  food,  by  means  whereof  the  child  died.  The 
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of  the  same  child  as  last  aforesaid, 
and  to  procure  for,  and  give,  and 
administer  to  the  same  child  milk 
and  food  as  last  aforesaid,t  the 
same  child,  from  the  time  of  its 
birth  aforesaid,  on  the  day  and 
year  first  aforesaid,  until  the  14th 
day  of  the  same  month,  at  the  pa- 
rish aforesaid,  in  the  county  afore- 
said, did  languish,  and  languish- 
ing did  live,  on  which  said  14th 
day  of  April,  in  the  year  aforesaid, 
the  same  child,  at  the  parish  afore- 
Mid,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  of 
such  leaving,  abandonment,  and 
exposure,  and  of  such  wilful  omis- 
sion, neglect,  and  refusal  as  in  this 
count  mentioned,  did  then  and  there 
die.  And  so  the  jurors  aforesaid, 
upon  their  oath  aforesaid,  do  say, 
that  the  said  Ann  Walters,  the 
same  child  in  manner  and  form 
last  aforesaid,  feloniously,  wilfully, 
and  of  her  malice  aforethought, 
did  kill  and  murder,  against  the 
peace  of  our  lady  the  Queen,  her 
crown  and  dignity." 

lifth  Coim/.— Exactly  similar  to 
the  4th,  but,  instead  of  the  part  be- 
tween [  ],  inserting  the  following:— 
'*to  protect  and  defend  the  same 
child  from  the  cold  and  inclemency 
of  the  weather,  and  to  provide  and 
procure  such  clothing,  covering, 
and  shelter  for  the  body  of  the 
said  child  as  was  then  and  there 
necessary  and  sufficient  to  protect 
and  defend  the  same  child  from 
the  cold  and  inclemency  of  the 
weather."*  And  instead  of  the  al- 
l^ation  between  f  f,  inserting  the 
following  : — **  And  that  the  said 


Ann  Walters  did  then  and  there  fe- 
loniously, wilfully,  and  of  her  malice 
aforethought,  wholly  neglect,  omit, 
and  refuse  to  protect  and  defend 
the  same  child  from  the  cold  and 
inclemency  of  the  weather,  or  to 
provide  or  procure  any  clothing, 
covering,  or  shelter  whatsoever  for 
the  same  child,  *  *  by  means  of 
which  said  last-mentioned  expo- 
sure, leaving,  and  abandonment  of 
the  same  child,  and  also  neglect- 
ing, omitting,  and  refusing  to  pro- 
tect and  defend  the  same  child  from 
the  cold  and  inclemency  of  the  wea- 
ther, and  to  provide  and  procure 
clothing,  covering,  and  shelter  for 
the  body  of  the  same  child,  as  in 
this  count  mentioned."  •  •  • 

Sixth  Count. — Exactly  similar  to 
the  5th  count,  except  that,  in  stating 
the  duty  of  the  prisoner,  the  follow- 
ing words  were  added  at  the  • : — 
**  And  also  to  procure  for,  and  give, 
and  administer  to  the  same  child 
such  milk  and  food  as  was  then  and 
there  necessary  and  sufficient  for 
the  support  and  maintenance  of 
the  same  child;"  and  in  stating  the 
cause  of  the  death  the  following 
allegation  was  inserted  atthe**: — 
<*  And  that  the  said  Ann  Walters  did 
then  and  there  feloniously,  wilfully, 
and  of  her  malice  aforethought, 
wholly  neglect,  omit,  and  refuse  to 
procure  for,  give,  or  administer 
to  the  same  child  any  milk  or  other 
food  whatsoever."  And  at  the  •  •  • 
the  following  was  inserted : — "And 
to  procure  for,  and  to  give  and 
administer  to  the  same  child,  milk 
and  food  as  last  aforesaid." 


170  CASES  ON  THE 

1841.  CoLTMAN^  J.^  (in  summing  np). — ^If  a  party  do  any 

act  with  regard  to  a  human  being  helpless  and  unaUe  to 
provide  for  itself^  which  must  necessarily  lead  to  its  death, 
the  crime  amounts  to  murder  (t).  But  if  the  circumstances 
are  not  such,  that  the  party  must  have  been  aware  that 
the  result  would  be  death,  that  would  reduce  the  ofPence  to 
the  crime  of  manslaughter,  provided  the  death  was  occa- 
sioned by  an  imlawful  act,  but  not  such  as  to  imply  a  ma- 
licious mind.  There  have  been  cases  where  it  has  been 
held,  that  persons  leaving  a  child  exposed  and  without  any 
assistance,  and  under  circumstances  where  no  assistance 
was  likely  to  be  rendered,  and  thereby  causing  the  death 
of  the  child,  were  guilty  of  murder.  It  will  be  for  you,  in 
the  present  case,  to  consider  whether  the  prisoner  left  the 
child  in  such  a  situation  that,  to  all  reasonable  apprehen- 
sion, she  must  have  been  aware  the  child  must  die,  or 
whether  there  were  circumstances  that  would  make  it 
likely  that  the  child  would  be  found  by  some  one  else, 
and  its  life  preserved,  because  then  the  offence  of  the 
prisoner  would  be  manslaughter  only.  It  is  impossible  to 
say  that  the  offence  of  the  prisoner  can  be  less  than  man* 
slaughter.  It  is  for  you  to  consider,  whether,  under  all  the 
circumstances,  this  child  was  left  in  such  a  situation  that 
there  was  a  reasonable  expectation  that  it  would  be  taken 
up  by  some  one  else  and  preserved.  Suppose  a  person  leaves 
a  child  at  the  door  of  a  gentleman,  where  it  is  Ukely  to  be 
taken  into  the  house  almost  immediately,  it  would  be  too 
much  to  say,  that,  if  death  ensued,  it  would  be  murder; 
the  probability  there  would  be  so  great,  almost  amounting 
to  a  certainty,  that  the  child  would  be  found  and  taken  care 
of.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  it  were  left  on  an  unfrequented 
place,  a  barren  heath,  for  instance,  what  inference  could 
be  drawn,  but  that  the  party  left  it  there  in  order  that  it 
might  die.   This  is  a  sort  of  intermediate  case,  because  the 


(i)  See  the  cases  of  Rex  v.  Snith,      C.  &  P.  277 ;  and  Re^.  v.  Edwardt, 
2  C.  &  P.  449  ;  Bex  v.  Saunders,  7      8  C.  d^  P.  61 1. 


OXFORD  CIRCUIT,  5  VICT.  171 

diild  is  exposed  on  a  public  road^  "where  persons  not  only 

might  pass^  but  were  passing  at  the  time;  and  you  will, 

therefore^  consider,  whether  the  prisoner  had  reasonable 

ground  for  believing  that  the  child  would  be  found  and        ^"'Teri. 

preserved. 

Verdict — Guilty  of  manslaughter. 

Greaves,  and  W.  H,  Cooke,  tor  the  prosecution. 
C.  Phillips,  for  the  prisoner. 

[Attomies — Masefieldy  and  OougkJ] 


GLOUCESTER    ASSIZES. 


{Ovil  Side.) 

BEFORE    MR.   JUSTICE    COLERIDGE. 


I 


Wood,  Bart.,  and  Others  v.  Thompson  and  Others.  ^,^.  9. 

SSUES  directed  by  Lord  Langdale,  Master  of  the  Bolls,  if  an  issue  be 

.     .  directed  by  the 

to  try —  Court  of  Chan. 

First—"  Whether  James  Wood,  deceased,  did,  by  two  ««7;  ?°  ^^ 

'  ^         '     J  tried  by  a  spe- 

paper-writings,  bearing  date  respectively  the  2nd  and  8rd  ciai  jury,  and  a 

full  special  jury 
do  not  attend,  whether  eitherparty  is  entitled  to  pray  a  tales,  without  the  consent  of  the  other  party 
— Qiutre. 

On  the  trial  of  an  issue  directed  by  a  court  of  equity,  the  judge  will  lake  notice  of  the  terms 
of  <)ie  order  by  which  the  issue  b  directed. 

Issues  of  dcTisayit  Tel  non  were  directed  by  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  who  ordered  that  they 
■hould  be  tried  by  a  spedal  iary,  but  that  none  of  the  special  jury  should  reside  within  twelve 
Biles  of  G.  (the  aasice  town).  There  was  no  order  as  to  the  talesmen,  and  only  eight  special 
jurors  appeared.  The  plaintiff's  counsel  prayed  a  tales ;  but  the  other  party  objected.  The 
fudge  would  not  grant  m  tales,  on  the  ground  that,  there  being  no  order  of  die  if  aster  of  the 
RoUs  as  to  the  taksmen,  and  their  residing  within  tweWe  miles  of  6.  being  no  legal  ground  of 
cbaflenge,  the  talefmen  ooidd  not  be  asked,  on  the  V9ir  dire,  as  to  their  residences ;  and  that, 
if  any  of  them  did  reside  within  tweWe  miles  of  O.,  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  would  probably 
order  a  new  trial  on  tiiat  gvoand.    The  tHal,  tiierefore,  stood  over  till  the  next  aaslsea. 


Wood 

9. 

Thompson, 
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1841.         d^^ys  of  December,  1834,  devise  his  freehold  estates,  of 
which  he  was  seised  in  his  demesne  as  of  fee,  or  not  ? 

Secondly — Whether  the  said  James  Wood  did,  by  the  said 
paper-writings,  devise  the  said  freehold  estate  to  Matthew 
Wood  (being  the  plaintiff.  Sir  Matthew  Wood),  Johu 
Chadbom  (now  deceased),  Jacob  Osbom,  and  John  Surman 
Surman,  ornot? 

And,  thirdly — Whether  the  said  James  Wood,  deceased, 
did,  by  the  said  paper-writing,  bearing  date  on  the  3rd  day 
of  December,  in  the  year  last  aforesaid,  devise  the  said  free- 
hold estates  to  Matthew  Wood  (being  the  plaintiff.  Sir 
Matthew  Wood),  John  Chadbom  (since  deceased),  Jacob 
Osbom,  and  John  Snrman  Surman,  or  not.'^ 

This  was  a  special  jury  cause,  and  only  eight  special  ju- 
rors appearing,  Kelly ^  for  the  plaintiffs,  prayed  a  tales. 

Sir  F,  Pollock,  for  the  defendants. — I  must  object  to 
that  prayer.  The  order  of  the  Master  of  the  Bolls,  under 
which  these  issues  are  tried,  contains  this  provision : — 

"  It  is  ordered,  that  the  said  issues  shall  be  tried  by  a 
special  jury  of  the  county  of  Gloucester,  to  be  nominated 
from  the  special  jurors  resident  in  the  county,  and  not  less 
than  twelve  miles  from  the  city  of  Gloucester.''  The  trial 
of  an  issue  under  the  order  of  an  equity  judge  is  entirely 
the  creature  of  the  Court  of  Equity,  which  has  even  gone 
the  length  of  doubting  whether  a  bill  of  exceptions  could 
be  tendered  on  such  a  trial.  The  subject  matter  of  this 
action  is  a  feigned  wager  on  the  title  of  the  parties,  and 
your  Lordship  would  not  allow  such  a  question  to  be 
raised  by  the  mere  authority  of  the  parties  themselves. 
The  present  issues  are  merely  a  step  taken  to  inform  the 
conscience  of  the  Court  of  Equity,  and,  in  this  particular 
case,  the  order  provides  that  a  particular  class  of  persons 
should  try  the  cause — not  that  the  parties  should  proceed 
to  trial  in  the  ordinary  way,  nor  leaving  the  mode  of  trial 
to  the  discretion  of  the  court  of  common  law  to  which  the 
record  belongs.     The  cause  is  to  be  tried,  not  by  the  ordi- 
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diild  is  exposed  on  a  public  road^  "where  persons  not  only 
might  pass^  but  were  passing  at  the  time;  and  you  will^ 
therefore,  consider,  whether  the  prisoner  had  reasonable       ~~ 
ground  for  believing  that  the  child  would  be  found  and        ^^TSRf. 
preserved. 

Verdict — Guilty  of  manslaughter. 

Greanw,  and  fV.  H.  Cooke,  {(x  the  prosecution. 
C.  PMUipSf  for  the  prisoner. 

[Attorniefl — Afatefieldf  and  Omigh,'} 


GLOUCESTER    ASSIZES. 


{Civil  Side.) 

BEFORE    MR.    JUSTICE    COLERIDGE. 


I 


Wood,  Bart.,  and  Others  v.  Thompson  and  Others.  ^i^g,  9, 

SSUES  directed  by  Lord  Langdale,  Master  of  the  Bolls,  if  an  issue  be 

,      .  directed  by  the 

to  Wy —  Coiirt  of  Chan- 

First— ^'  Whether  James  Wood,  deceased,  did,  by  two  ««^^  ^^  ^e 

'  "  tried  by  a  spe- 

paper-writings,  bearing  date  respectively  the  2nd  and  8rd  ciai  jury,  and  a 

full  special  jury 
do  not  attend,  whether  eitherparty  is  entitled  to  pray  a  tales,  without  the  consent  of  the  other  party 
— Qauere. 

On  the  trial  of  an  issue  directed  by  a  court  of  equity,  the  judge  will  take  notice  of  the  terms 
of  the  order  by  which  the  issne  is  directed. 

Issues  of  devisavit  vel  non  were  directed  by  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  who  ordered  that  they 
should  be  tried  by  a  spedal  jury,  but  that  none  of  the  special  jury  should  reside  within  twelve 
aoiles  of  G.  (the  assize  town).  There  was  no  order  as  to  the  talesmen,  and  only  eight  special 
jurors  appeared.  The  plaintifTs  counsel  prayed  a  tales  ;  but  the  other  party  objected.  The 
judge  would  not  grant  a  tales,  on  the  ground  that,  there  being  no  order  of  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls  as  to  the  talesmen,  and  their  residing  within  twelve  miles  of  G.  being  no  legal  ground  of 
chaOenge,  the  talesmen  could  not  be  asked,  on  the  voir  dire,  as  to  their  residences  ;  and  that, 
if  any  of  them  did  reside  within  twelve  miles  of  G.,  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  would  probably 
order  a  new  trial  on  that  ground.    The  trial,  therefore,  stood  over  till  the  next  aidies. 


Wood 
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1841.         admit  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  has  the  power^  when  di- 
recting an  issue  to  be  tried^  to  make  it  a  part  of  the  order 
V.  that  the  cause  should  be  tried  by  a  special  jury;  but  when 

once  the  order  is  made^  the  subsequent  proceedings  have 
all  the  incidents  of  a  common  law  action.  I  conceive, 
therefore,  that  the  moment  the  cause  is  in  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench,  and  is  brought  before  your  Lordship,  if  a 
special  jury  has  been  struck  and  summoned,  and  there  be 
not  a  fiill  attendance  of  special  jurymen,  there  is  the  same 
right  under  the  statute  to  pray  a  tales  as  there  would  have 
been  if  the  suit  had  commenced  in  that  court.  I  am  not 
aware  that  there  is  any  decision  on  the  point ;  but  upon 
principle  I  submit,  that  the  plaintiffs  are  entitled  to  pray  a 
tales,  and,  if  that  prayer  be  not  granted,  great  injury  and 
expense  will  result  from  a  postponement  of  the  trial  to  the 
next  assizes. — There  being  no  direct  authority  on  the 
point,  the  case  must  be  decided  upon  principle  alone ;  and 
I  submit,  that  directly  that  the  cause  came  into  a  CQiurt  of 
law,  all  the  incidents  of  an  action  must  follow.  If,  how- 
ever, your  Lordship  should  entertain  any  doubt  about  it,  I 
should  hope  that  your  Lordship  would  see  nothing  irre- 
gular in  postponing  the  cause  until  to-morrow,  when  a 
greater  number  of  special  jurors  might  be  in  attendance. 

Austin,  on  the  same  side. — I  submit,  that  this  cause 
comes  on  to  be  tried  as  an  ordinary  action  of  assumpsit, 
and  that  there  is  nothing  on  the  face  of  the  proceedings 
which  shews  that  it  was  sent  down  to  be  tried  here  by  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  and  nothing,  therefore,  which  in  the 
least  degree  takes  the  cause  out  of  the  ordinary  course  of 
proceedings  at  common  law. 

Sir  F.  Pollock,  in  reply. — ^Very  great  injustice  would 
arise  from  making  a  sort  of  experimental  trial;  and  I 
submit,  that  the  cause  ought  not  to  be  tried  at  all,  unless 
the  trial  is  to  be  final,  certain,  and  perfect.  If  the  parties 
whom  I  represent,  and  who  object  to  try  this  cause  except 
by  the  special  jury  assigned  by  the  Master  of  the  Bolls, 
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should  have  the  right  hereafter  to  object  to  the  verdict^ 
what  injustice  would  be  done?  The  verdict  of  the  jury 
would  go  forth^  possibly  creating  considerable  prejudices 
in  the  minds  of  persons  resident  in  the  county^  and  em- 
barrassing any  future  jury  in  the  exercise  of  their  func- 
tions. Issues  out  of  Chancery  are  not  of  very  frequent 
occurrence ;  and  I  do  not  recollect  any  instance  in  which 
a  tales  had  been  prayed.  There  is^  however^  another 
pointy  which  I  think  is  not  to  be  overlooked.  If  the 
Master  of  the  Bolls  had  said^  that  either  party  should 
be  at  liberty  to  have  a  special  jury^  the  case  would  not 
have  presented  itself  in  the  same  point  of  view.  But  here 
the  Master  of  the  Bolls  has  imposed  special  conditions^ 
with  which  it  was  necessary  to  comply.  The  prayer  of  a 
tales  is  grounded  upon  the  assumption  that  this  is  an 
ordinary  Nisi  Prius  record.  That  is  a  complete  miscon- 
ception. This  cause  would  not  have  been  tried,  unless  it 
were  under  the  order  of  the  Master  of  the  Bolls ;  and  even 
now^  if  the  cause  should  be  tried,  and  a  new  trial  should 
be  moved  for,  every  one  knows  that  the  parties  would  not 
go  to  the  Court  to  which  the  record  belonged,  but  to  the 
Judge  in  equity.  In  the  case  of  Armstrong  v.  Lewis  (a), 
the  right  to  tender  a  bill  of  exceptions  on  the  trial  of  an 
issue  out  of  Chancery  was  denied  by  Sir  /.  Leach;  and  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  upon  appeal,  approved  of  that  doctrine. 
I  submit,  therefore,  that,  upon  authority,  as  well  as  upon 
principle,  this  application  cannot  be  granted.  But  fur- 
ther, if  my  learned  friends  are  right  in  their  view,  they 
might  as  well  try  the  cause  with  one  special  and  eleven 
common  jurymen,   as  with    one  common  juryman   and 


1841. 


Wood 
tuompson. 


(a)  3  M.  &  K.  52.  In  that 
case  there  had  been  a  bill  of  ex- 
ceptions, and  it  was  held  by  Sir 
J,  Leachj  M.  R.,  that,  upon  the 
trial  of  an  issue  directed  by  a  court 
of  equity,  a  bill  of  exceptions  for  an 
alleged  misdbrection  of  the  judge 
wiD  not  lie ;  but  the  regular  course 


is  to  apply  to  the  Court  which  di- 
rected the  issue  for  a  new  trial; 
and  the  Lord  Chancellor  Brougham^ 
in  the  same  case,  says,  that  "  con- 
siderable error  appears  to  have  pre- 
vailed in  several  stages  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, including  those  at  Nisi 
Prius." 


n2 


Thompson. 
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1841.         eleven  special  jurymen.    And  asstuning  that  a  tales  were 
^ — "^ — '      taken  from  the  common  jury  panels  am  I  to  inquire  whe- 
V.  ther  a  common  juryman  lives  twelve  miles  from  Gloucester  ? 

What  right  have  I^  either  at  common  law  or  otherwise^  to 
challenge  him  on  the  ground  that  he  resides  within  twelve 
miles  of  this  city  ?  The  order  of  the  Master  of  the  Bolls  says 
nothing  about  the  common  jurors.  If  my  learned  friends 
had  wished  to  have  the  power  to  pray  a  tales^  they  should 
have  asked  the  Master  of  the  Bolls  what  was  to  be  done 
in  case  there  were  not  a  sufficient  nimiber  of  special  jury- 
men^ but  they  have  neglected  to  do  this.  I  submit^  there- 
fore, that  the  plaintiffs  have  no  right  to  pray  a  tales. 

Coleridge,  J.,  (having  conferred  with  Coltman,  J.). — 
This  is  a  case  of  extreme  importance  both  as  regards  the 
feelings  that  prevail  upon  the  cause,  and  the  property 
which  is  at  stake,  and  I  therefore  come  to  the  conclusion 
at  which  I  have  arrived  with  very  great  regret.  It  oeenui 
to  me,  that,  in  deciding  this  case,  I  ought  to  look  to  the 
justice  and  injustice  which  would  result  from  my  decision; 
and  though  it  is  impossible  not  to  feel  the  force  of  the 
argument  which  points  to  the  inconveniences  of  delay,  I 
think  that,  in  determining  the  real  point  of  the  case, — 
namely,  whether  the  trial,  if  it  now  took  place,  would  be 
valid  or  not, — the  hinge  of  the  question  is,  whether  I  am, 
or  am  not,  to  take  notice  of  the  order  of  the  Master  of  the 
Bolls  ?  On  the  one  side,  it  is  said,  that  this  is  a  record^ 
which,  on  the  face  of  it,  has  all  the  incidents  of  a  special 
jury  cause,  and  that  I  must  look  at  it  as  such;  while,  on 
the  other  side,  it  is  said,  "  You  must  look  at  the  order  of 
the  Master  of  the  Bolls  -/'  and  it  seems  to  me  that  I  cannot 
but  look  at  it.  In  point  of  form,  it  is  not  before  me ;  but  I 
think  I  must  consider  it  as  if  it  were.  Now,  I  find  the 
order  says,  that  the  cause  is  to  be  tried  by  a  special  jury 
of  the  county,  to  be  nominated  from  the  special  jurors 
resident  in  the  county,  and  not  less  than  twelve  miles 
from  Gloucester.    What  would  be  the  effect,  if  common 
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jurymen  were  to  be  called  upon  to  serve  on  this  jury,  who  1341^ 
resided  within  one  mile  of  Gloucester  ?  This  is  not  a  cause 
of  challenge  independently  of  the  order ;  and  I  think,  there- 
fore, that  I  could  not  advance  a  step  without  taking  notice 
of  the  order.  If,  then,  I  am  to  take  notice  of  the  order,  is 
the  grant  of  a  tales  in  strict  compliance  with  its  terms  ?  I 
am  not  acquainted  with  the  intentions  of  the  Master  of  the 
Bolls  in  directing  this  issue  to  be  tried;  and  I  am  not  merely 
ignorant  of  them  in  point  of  form,  but  I  actually  do  not 
know  what  they  were.  How,  then,  can  I  tell  what  objects 
his  Lordship  may  have  had  in  view  when  he  directed  this 
cause  to  be  tried  by  a  special  jury  composed  of  persons  re- 
sident not  less  than  twelve  miles  from  the  city  of  Gloucester? 
If  a  tales  were  granted  at  all,  it  might  just  as  well  be  granted 
where  but  one  special  juror  had  appeared,  and  the  jury 
would  be  composed  of  him  and  eleven  common  jurors,  as 
where  there  were  eight  special  to  four  common  jurymen.  It 
appears  to  me,  therefore,  that  I  have  no  right  to  go  beyond 
the  terms  of  the  order.  My  Brother  Coltman,  with  whom  I 
'hare  had  as  much  consultation  as  the  time  would  permit, 
says,  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  trial,  if  it  now  proceeded, 
would  go  for  nothing,  and  that  the  Master  of  the  Rolls 
would  order  a  new  trial.  If  so,  I  should  be  accessory  to  an 
act  of  great  injustice,  if  I  allowed  it  to  go  on.  It  occasion- 
ally happens  that  the  facts  of  a  case  arc  so  little  known, 
that  the  first  trial  does  not  elicit  the  whole  truth,  but,  ordi- 
narily speaking,  I  have  long  thought  that  a  second  trial  is 
not  satisfactory.  It  appears  to  me,  therefore,  that  the  ends 
of  justice  would  be  best  answered  by  postponing  this  trial 
till  the  next  assizes,  however  much  I  may  regret  the  ex- 
pense which  has  been  incurred  in  preparing  for  it. 

Kelly  applied  for  a  postponement  of  the  cause  for  a  few 
hours,  as  coaches  were  shortly  expected  from  Bristol,  which 
might  bring  a  few  special  jurymen. 

CoLEBiDOE,  J. — I  think  that  I  cannot  grant  the  applica- 
tion. 
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1841. 


Wood 

V. 

Thompson. 


Kelly  oflFered  to  try  the  case  by  the  eight  special  jurors 

who  appeared;  but  Sir  F.  Pollock  not   conseuting^   the 

case  was — 

Postponed  to  the  next  assizes  (i). 

Kelly,  Austin,  Cripps,  and  Butt,  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Sir  F.  Pollock,  Talfourd,  Seijt.,  C.  Phillips,   Whitmore, 
and  J,  JV.  Smith,  for  the  defendants. 

[Attornies — Fyson  ^  Meredith,  and  Reeve.'] 
(b)  The  absent  jurors  were  each  fined  £50. 


It  was  proved 
that  a  post-of- 
fice letter-car- 
rier was  in  the 
daily  habit  of 
calling  at  the 
lodge  of  the  G. 
Infirmary,  and 


Regina  v.  Townsend. 

Embezzlement.— The  prisoner  was  indicted,  under 
the  stat.  2  Will.  4,  c.  4,  s.  1  (a),  for  embezzling  money  re- 
ceived by  him,  by  virtue  of  his  employment  as  a  letter- 
carrier. 

It  appeared  that  the  prisoner  was  a  letter-carrier  em- 
letters' wiiha^  f^ojei  by  the  post-office  to  deliver  letters  about  Gloucester, 
penny  on  each     and  that  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  calling  at  the  lodge  of 

to  prepay  the 

postage;  and  the  couuty  of  Glouccstcr  Infirmary,  and  receiving  letters 
them,  with  the  there,  and  a  penny  upon  each  to  pre-pay  their  postage,  and 
penny,  to  the      ^.j^j^^  j^jg  practice  was  to  deliver  these  letters  at  the  Gloucester 

G.  post-office ;  ^ 

and  that,  during  post-officc.    It  also  appeared  that  he  sometimes  omitted  to 

his  illess,  a  per-         niii  jiii  ii^ 

son  who  had       Call  at  the  lodgc,  and  then  the  letters  were  taken  by  some 

performed  his 
duties  did  the 
like.  There  was 
no  evidence  of 
any  appoint- 
in  anindicime'nt  ^^^  delivered  them  at  the  post-office  in  the  same  way  as  the 
2wm!4*  1^*4     prisoner.   No  evidence  was  given  of  the  prisoner's  appoint- 

8.  1,  for  embez- 
xling  some  of 
the  pence  thui 
received,  that 
this  was  evi- 
dence to  go  to 
the  jury,  that 
the  pence  were 
received  by  the  prisoner  by  virtue  of  his  employment  as  a  letter-carrier. 


person  and  put  in  the  post ;  and  that  during  the  time  he  had 
been  ill,  another  person  who  performed  his  duties  had  also 
called  at  the  lodge  and  received  the  letters  and  the  pennies. 


ment,  or  of  the  terms  of  it.  Evidence  was  given  with  a  view 
of  shewing  that  the  prisoner  had  received  letters  and  the 
penny  postage  at  the  lodge  of  the  Infirmary,  and  had  put  ob- 
literated stamps  upon  the  letters  and  embezzled  the  pence. 


(a)  Set  out  6  C.  &  P.  124,  n.  (a). 
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Greaves,  for  the  prisoner. — There  is  no  evidence  that  the         i84i. 
money  was  received  by  the  prisoner  by  virtue  of  his  em-      ^^^^ 
ployment.     It  was  the  mere  voluntary  act  of  the  prisoner  9. 

_  .  _        _  _      ,  ,  TOWNSEMD. 

to  go  and  receive  the  letters  and  the  postage;  he  was  nei- 
ther bound  to  go  to  the  lodge  nor  to  receive  the  letters ; 
and,  in  order  to  prove  that  the  money  was  received  by  vir- 
tue of  the  employment,  it  must  be  shewn  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  prisoner  to  receive  the  money.  Can  it  be  con- 
tended, that  every  one  has  a  right  to  insist  upon  a  letter- 
carrier  receiving  letters  in  the  street?  And  can  it  be  said, 
that,  if  a  letter  were  so  received,  and  the  postage  for  it,  it 
was  received  by  virtue  of  the  employment,  unless  the  car- 
rier would  be  guilty  of  a  breach  of  duty  in  not  receiving. 
If,  by  refusing  to  receive  it,  he  would  not  be  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  duty,  it  would  not  be  a  receiving  by  virtue  of  the 
employment,  if  the  money  were  received.  I  admit  that  it 
is  sufficient,  to  show  that  the  prisoner  has  acted  as  a  letter- 
carrier,  to  prove  that  he  holds  that  situation  (6) ;  but  where 
the  charge  is  of  having  embezzled  money  received  by  vir- 
tue of  such  employment,  under  circumstances  out  of  the 
ordinary  course,  I  submit,  that  siich  evidence  as  has  been 
given  in  this  case  is  insufficient. 

Coleridge,  J. — I  think  there  is  evidence  to  go  to  the 
jury.  The  case  does  not  rest  simply  on  what  was  done  by 
the  prisoner,  but  there  is  also  the  fact,  that  the  person  who 
performed  his  duties  during  his  illness  pursued  the  same 
coarse  as  the  prisoner. 

Verdict — Not  guilty  on  the  merits. 

Ludlow,  Serjt.,  and  fV.  J.  Alexander,  for  the  prosecutor. 
Greaves,  for  the  prisoner. 

[Attornies — Peacock,  and  SmaUridge,] 


(6)  See  the  cases  of  Bex  v.  Borrett,  6  C.  &  P.  124,  and  Bex  v.  Beetj 
Id.  606. 
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GLOUCESTER  CITY  ASSIZES, 


{Crown  Side) 

BEFORE    MR.    JUSTICE    COLTMAN. 


Regina  V.  Phelps^  Southan^  and  Smith. 
A  police-officer  MuRDER.— The  first  count  of  the  indictment  charged 

found  N.  with  .      .  .  .  ^\ 

potatoes  under  all  the  prisoners  as  pnncipals^  in  the  first  degree^  with  the 
haVbeenTery  murder  of  John  Overburjr,  by  striking  and  beating  him. 
from  the  ^"^  The  second  and  third  counts  charged  the  prisoner  Phelps 
ground,  and  ap-  as   a  principal  in  the   first   degree,    and   the  prisoners 

prehended  him^  ... 

The  policeman  Southan  and  Smith  as  principals  in  the  second  degree,  in 
8?8th:m;  o.dVd  *t®  following  tcrms : — That  the  said  Southan  and  Smith, 
80 ;  and  a  res-    tt  ^^  ^^it  time  of  thc  fclonv  and  murder  was  committed,  to 

cue  bemg  at-  ^  •' 

tempted,  o.  was  wit,  On  &c.,  at  &c.,  wcTc  feloniously  present,  then  and  there 
was  struck  by     abetting,  aiding,  and  assisting  the  said  John  Phelps,  &c.'' 
iway  **and  o^         The  coroucr's  inquisition  charged  Phelps  as  principal  in 
was  afterwards  the  first  degree,  and  Southan  and  Smith  as  principals  in 

killed  by  other  .  f  r 

persons,  who  the  second  degree,  in  the  same  terms  as  the  second  and 
rescue*:— HeW,  third  couuts  in  the  indictment,  omitting  the  word  "  was.'' 

office^ha^d^'nr  "^^^  ^^^^  J^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^  *™®  ^^^  generally  against 
right  to  appre-   Phelps,  but  a  truc  bill  against  Southan  and  Smith  on  the 

that  the  killing  sccoud  and  third  counts  only. 

of  0.,  therefore, 

did  not  amount 

to  murder ;  and  that,  on  an  indictment  for  murder,  A.  could  not  be  convicted  of  an  assault : — 

Held,  also,  that  a  person  charged  to  aid  a  constable,  and  who  does  so,  is  protected  eundo, 

morando,  et  redeundn. 

A.,  B.,  and  C.  were  indicted  for  murder :  in  the  first  count,  as  principals  in  the  first  degree ; 
and  in  the  second  count  A.  was  indicted  as  a  principal  in  the  first  degree,  and  B.  and  C. 
as  principals  in  the  second  degree;  and  the  grand  jury  ignored  the  first  count  as  to  B.  and  C, 
and  found  a  true  bill,  on  the  second,  against  all.  Semble,  that  B.  and  C.  might  be  conricted  on 
the  second  count  as  principals  in  the  murder,  although  A.  was  acquitted. 

A  count  charged  A.  with  a  murder,  and  charged  that  B.  and  C.,  "  at  the  time  qf  the  felony 
and  murder  uhu  committed,  to  wit,  on  &c.,  at  &c.,  were  feloniously  present,  then  and  there 
abetting,  aiding,  and  assisting,"  &c.  Semble,  that  the  word  "  tra«"  may  be  rejected  as  sur- 
plusage ;  but  whether,  even  rejecting  that  word,  this  be  a  good  form  of  charging  aiders  and 
abettors — Quare. 

A  prisoner,  in  a  case  of  murder,  may  demur ;  and  if  his  demurrer  be  overruled,  he  may  still 
plead  not  guilty  ;  and  semble,  that  he  may  demur  and  plead  over  to  the  felony  at  the  game  time. 
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Upon  the  arraignment  of  the  three  prisoners^  the  pri- 
soner Phelps  pleaded  not  guilty. 

Greaves  J  for  Southan  and  Smithy  proposed  to'put  in  both 
a  demurrer  and  a  plea  of  not  guilty  to  the  indictment^  and 
the  like  to  the  inquisition.  He  cited  the  case  of  Rex  v. 
Taylor  {a),  and  submitted  that  he  was  entitled  either  to 
demur  and  plead  not  guilty  at  the  same  time^  or  to  demur, 
and  if  the  demurrer  were  decided  against  him^  to  plead 
oyer  to  the  felony.  He  also  cited  4  Ch.  Cr.  L.  51 7,  n.  a; 
2  Hale,  P.  C.  257;  and  Rex  v.  Gibson  {b). 

W.  /.  Alexander,  for  the  prosecution,  objected  to  both 
pleading  and  demurring  at  the  same  time,  as  being  totally 
inconsistent  with  every  principle  of  pleading,  and  sanc- 
tioned by  no  authority. 

Greaves. — If  the  course  be  inconsistent,  it  has  at  all 
events  the  sanction  of  some  of  the  greatest  names  known 
to  the  law(c).  It  is  not  surprising  that  instances  may 
not  be  found,  as  it  is  only  since  the  stat.  7  Geo.  4, 
c  64,  that  it  has  become  important  to  demur,  as,  before 
that  statute,  every  objection  was  open  in  arrest  of  judg- 
ment or  on  error  after  verdict,  in  the  same  way  as  if  there 
had  been  a  demurrer ;  and  since  that  statute,  the  course 
with  some  judges  has  been  to  reserve  the  point,  rebus  sic 
stantibus,  as  if  the  point  had  been  taken  on  demurrer. 


1841. 


(a)  3  B.  &  C.  502. 

(6)  8  £a.  107. 

(c)  In  the  cases  where  pleas  of 
auterfois  acquit  have  been  pleaded, 
the  prisoners  have,  in  some  in- 
stances, at  the  same  time  pleaded 
over  to  the  felony,  and  in  others 
not.  They  did  so,  in  the  cases  of 
Rex  V.  Vandercomh,  2  Leach,  822, 
2  Ea.  P.  C.  519,  and  Rex  v.  Welch, 
M.  C.  C.  175 ;  and  did  not  do  so  in 
the  cases  of  Rex  v.  Sheen,  2  C.  &  P. 
634,  and  Rex  v.  Parry,  7  C.  &  P. 


836.  In  the  case  of  Rex  v.  Vander' 
combf  the  pleading  over  to  the  fe- 
lony was  considered  to  be  necessary; 
and  in  the  case  of  Rex  v.  Hedge' 
cocky  (4  Ch.  Cr.  L.  530,  6.),  it  being 
objected  to  a  plea  of  auterfois  ac- 
quit that  it  did  not  go  on  to  plead 
over  to  the  felony — Baron  HuUock 
and  Mr.  Justice  Littledale  over- 
ruled  the  objection,  and  held  that 
the  prisoner  might  then  plead  over 
to  the  felony. 
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1841.  This  was  done  by  Mr.  Justice  Patteson,  in  the  case  of  Reg, 
V.  Cni8€{(I).  But  in  so  important  a  case^  I  do  not  feel  jus- 
tified in  running  any  risk^  especially  as  Baron  Gumey,  in 
the  case  of  Reff.  v.  Cumock{e),  held^  that  he  would  not  hear 
any  objection  to  an  indictment  after  plea  pleaded^  and  be- 
fore verdict;  and  I  therefore  pray  leave  both  to  demur  and 
plead  not  guilty  at  the  same  time. 

CoLTMAN^  J. — I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  prisoner 
may  demur  and  plead  over  to  the  felony  at  the  same  time. 
Mr.  Serjeant  Hawkins  says^  that  a  demurrer  shall  not  con- 
clude the  prisoner  from  pleading  over  to  the  felony^  either 
at  the  same  time  with  the  demurrer^  or  after  it  shall  be 
adjudged  against  him ;  and  he  cites^  as  an  authority  for  both 
pleading  and  demurring  at  the  same  time^  Smith  v.  Bowen, 
Mich.  7  Annse^  in  which  case  the  demurrer  was  continued 
on  the  record^  with  a  cesset  triatio  exitus  &c.^  and  after  the 
demurrer  was  determined  against  the  defendant^  a  venire 
was  awarded  (/).  At  all  events,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion^  that 
the  prisoners  may  demur,  and  if  the  demurrer  should  be 
decided  against  them,  they  may  plead  over  to  the  felony. 

Greaves. — As  my  only  object  is  to  prevent  the  prisoners 
from  incurring  any  risk  by  demurring  alone,  and  as  your 
Lordship  is  clear  they  may  afterwards  plead  not  guilty,  I 
will  put  in  the  demurrer  alone  first.  (He  then  read  from 
a  piece  of  paper  a  demurrer  to  the  second  and  third 
counts  of  the  indictment,  and  another  demurrer  to  the 
inquisition). 

W,  J.  Alexander,  for  the  prosecution,  joined  in  de- 
murrer. 

Greaves,  in  support  of  the  demurrer. — ^In  the  case  of 
Reg,  V.  Nicholson  {ff),  it  was   held,  upon  an  inquisition^ 

(rf)  8  C. &  P.541.    (0  9C.&P.730.     (/)  2  Hawk.  P.C,  Book  2,  c.  31,8.6. 

(^)  7  C.  &  P.  538. 
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word  for  word  the  same  as  these  counts  and  this  inquisi-  ig4i. 
tion^  that  the  introduction  of  the  words  ^^  then  and  there'' 
between  "present"  and  "abetting''  rendered  the  inquisi- 
tion bad.  Secondly^  the  words  "  at  the  time  of  the  felony 
and  murder  was  committed"  are  wholly  insensible.  It  is 
impossible  to  reject  any  word^  because  it  cannot  be  seen 
which  word  is  surplusage;  "murder"  might  be  the  nomi- 
native case  to  "was."  Thirdly,  as  the  grand  jury  have 
ignored  the  first  count,  the  other  counts  are  bad,  as  there 
is  no  addition  or  description  of  the  prisoners  in  them. 
The  effect  of  the  finding  of  the  grand  jury  is,  that  nothing 
contained  in  the  first  coimt  was  proved  to  their  satisfac- 
tion. Again,  as  it  is  perfectly  immaterial  in  murder 
whose  was  the  hand  that  inflicted  the  mortal  blow,  the 
same  evidence  that  would  support  the  first  count  of  this 
indictment  would  support  the  second  or  third,  and  vice 
yersft;  and  if  the  prisoners  had  been  tried  and  convicted, 
or  acquitted,  on  the  first  count,  they  might  have  success- 
fully pleaded  auterfois  acqmt,  or  auterfois  convict,  to  the 
second  and  third  counts :  in  point  of  law,  therefore,  the 
finding  of  the  grand  jury  was  not  merely  imcertain,  but 
contradictory ;  for,  at  the  same  instant,  they  ignored  and 
found  counts  for  identically  the  same  offence. 

CoLTMAN,  J. —  Rex  V.  Nicholas  is  certainly  a  grave  au- 
thority in  favour  of  the  first  objection ;  but  I  think,  in  so 
serious  a  case,  I  ought  not  to  decide  the  point  here.  As 
to  the  second  objection,  I  am  rather  disposed  to  think 
that  the  word  "  was"  may  be  rejected  as  surplusage.  As 
to  the  finding  of  the  grand  jury,  my  impression  is,  that  it 
must  be  taken  as  if  there  had  been  no  first  count.  I 
will,  however,  reserve  all  the  objections,  if  it  becomes 
necessary. 

The  prisoners,  Southan  and  Smith,  then  pleaded  not 
guilty. 

It  appeared  that  a  policeman,  having  heard  that  many 
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1841.  gardens  had  been  robbed^  and  finding  a  person  named 
Norris^  with  potatoes  concealed  on  his  person^  nnder  his 
shirty  apprehended  him  on  suspicion  of  having  stolen  them 
from  some  garden.  The  potatoes  were  new  potatoes^  fresh 
dug  out  of  the  earthy  and  did  not  appear  to  have  been  got 
out  of  the  groimd  more  than  half  an  hour.  Norris  was 
apprehended  at  a  public  house  in  the  city  of  Gloucester, 
on  the  night  of  the  21st  of  July,  1 841 ;  and  there  was  no 
evidence  of  his  having  been  in  any  garden,  or  of  where  the 
potatoes  came  from.  Norris  resisted  the  policeman,  who 
charged  John  Overbury,  (the  deceased),  to  aid  and  assist, 
and  he  did  so  for  some  time,  and  then  went  away,  and  as 
he  was  going  away,  the  prisoner  Phelps  struck  him  several 
times,  and  he  was  afterwards  killed  by  violence ;  but  the 
evidence  went  to  show,  that  the  prisoner  Phelps  had  gone 
away  before  the  violence,  which  caused  the  death,  was  in- 
flicted ;  but  that  the  prisoners  Southan  and  Smith  might 
have  inflicted  such  violence,  or  been  present  when  it  was 
inflicted,  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  afterwards. 

Greaves. — ^The  policeman  had  no  right  to  apprehend 
Norris ;  and  even  if  he  had,  Overbury  (the  deceased)  had 
ceased  assisting  when  he  was  struck. 

CoLTMAN,  J. — He  would  be  entitled  to  protection  eundo, 
morando,  et  redeundo. 

Greaves, — ^At  common  law,  stealing  potatoes  out  of  the 
ground,  is  neither  a  felony  nor  misdemeanor ;  and  it  is  only 
punishable  by  the  7  &  8  Qeo.  4,  c.  29,  s.  48 ;  and  (without 
a  warrant),  a  policeman  could  only  apprehend  a  person 
whom  he  found  committing  iihe  offence,  and  that  imme- 
diately, under  the  63rd  section  of  that  statute.  The  case 
of  Rex  V.  Curran  {h)  goes  expressly  to  this  point. 

(h)  3  C.  &  P.  397 ;  but  see  the  case  of  Hanway  v.  BouUbee,  4  C.  &  P. 
350. 
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CoLTMAN^  J. — ^I  am  satisfied  that  the  policeman  was  not  134^^ 
justified  in  apprehending  Norris  under  the  63rd  section  of 
the  Stat.  7  &  8  Qeo.  4,  c.  29.  If  Norris  had  committed  a 
second  offence  after  a  previous  conviction  {i),  it  is  a  felony^ 
and  there  the  policeman  might  apprehend  by  common 
law. 

Greaves, — ^There  is  no  evidence  of  Norris  ever  having 
stolen  potatoes  before^  still  less  of  a  previous  conviction^ 
and  no  presumption  of  such  facts  ought  to  be  made^  but 
the  contrary. 

CoLTMAN,  J. — I  think  the  evidence  does  not  show  that 
the  poUceman  had  a  right  to  apprehend  Norris;  and  I 
think^  in  so  serious  a  case^  that  that  ought  to  be  very 
clearly  made  out. 

Greaves. — ^Then  assuming  that  Phelps  cannot  on  this 
evidence  be  convicted,  because  he  was  not  present  when 
the  fatal  blow  was  struck^  so  neither  can  Southan  or  Smith; 
for  the  grand  jury  have  ignored  the  count,  which  charged 
them  as  principals  in  the  first  degree ;  and  if  they  were 
convicted  on  the  2nd  and  3rd  counts,  on  the  supposition 
that  they  inflicted  the  blow,  and  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
immaterial  by  whom  the  blow  was  struck,  they  would  be 
convicted  of  one  offence  upon  a  count  which  the  grand 
jory  must  have  found  for  another  offence. 

CoLTMAN,  J. — I  am  disposed  to  think  that  they  may  be 
so  convicted ;  but  I  will  reserve  the  point  if  necessary. 

Godson,  and  Greaves,  addressed  the  jury  for  the  respec- 
tive prisoners. 

CoLTMAN,  J.,  (in  summing  up). — You  will  be  relieved 

(i)  Under  the  stat.  7  &  8  Geo.  4,  c.  29,  s.  42. 
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1841.  ^'^  inquiring  into  the  charge  of  mnrder^  because  an  ir- 
regularity has  taken  place  in  the  conduct  of  the  policeman 
at  the  outset.  In  law^  he  had  no  right  to  apprehend  a 
person  on  suspicion  of  having  stolen  growing  potatoes  out 
of  a  garden^  as  the  law  does  not  regard  such  an  offence  as 
a  felony ;  unless^  indeed^  the  person  had  been  previously 
fined  before  a  magistrate  for  a  similar  offence.  Had  the 
potatoes  been  stolen  from  a  place  of  deposit^  such  as  a 
storehouse  or  a  warehouse^  the  case  would  have  been  dif- 
ferent. If  you  think  that  Phelps  went  away  before  the 
fatal  blow  was  struck^  he  can  at  most  only  be  convicted  of 
an  assault ;  but  with  respect  to  the  other  prisoners^  you 
must  either  convict  them  of  manslaughter^  or  acquit  them 
altogether^  as  the  same  evidence  which  goes  to  show  that 
they  assaulted  the  deceased^  goes  equally  to  show  that  they 
killed  him. 

Verdict. — Phelps  guilty  of  an  assault — 
Southan  and  Smith — Not  guilty. 

• 

Godson. — I  submit  that  Phelps  cannot  be  convicted  of 
an  assault  in  this  case^  as  the  assault  was  totally  indepen- 
dent of  the  felony.  It  is  only  where  the  assault  is  in- 
cluded in  the  felony  charged^  that  a  conviction  for  an  as- 
sault can  take  place.  This  case  is  the  same  as  if  Phelps 
had  struck  the  deceased^  and  afterwards^  some  person 
wholly  unconnected  with  Phelps^  and  not  knowing  that  he 
had  struck  the  deceased^  had  kiUed  the  deceased  after 
Phelps  had  gone  away.  The  cases  of  Reg.  v.  St.  George  (i), 
Meff.  V.  GtUtridge  {I),  are  authorities  in  my  favour. 

CoLTMAN,  J. — ^I  will  reserve  the  point  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  fifteen  judges. 

W.  /.  Alexander  and  FranciUon,  for  the  prosecution. 

(*)  9C.  &P.483.  (Old.  471. 
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Godson  and  Keating,  for  the  prisoner  Phelps. 
Greaves,  and  W.  H.  Cooke,  for  the  prisoners  Sonthan  and       Rioina 

Smith.  Phelps.. 

[Attornies — Homer  ^  Harvey ^  and  SmaUridge,'] 


In  the  ensuing  Term^  the  case  was  considered  by  the 
Fifteen  Judges^  who  were  of  opinion^  that  the  conviction  of 
the  prisoner  Phelps  for  the  assault  was  wrong. 


CENTRAL   CRIMINAL  COURT. 


JANUARY  SESSIONS,  1841. 

BEFORE    MR.    JUSTICE    MAULE    AND    MR.    BARON    ROLFE. 


Regina  V.  John  Crisham. 

TJan,  7. 

HE  indictment  stated  that  one  Peter  M'Donough  upon  An  indictment 

one  Bridget  Lamb  did  make  an  assault^  and  her  the  said  ih^sThatV 

Bridget  Lamb  violently,  feloniously,  and  against  her  will  committed  a 

did  ravish,  &c. ;  and  went  on  to  state  that  the  prisoner  B.  was  present 

was  present,  and  feloniously  aided  and  assisted  the  said  8istin|iamtn' 

Peter  MT)onough  in  the  commission  of  the  said  felony,  ^f  ArfeSly!''" 

contrary  to  the  statute,  &c.     After  a  verdict  of  guilty —  in  such  a  case 

•^  '  ^        ^  the  party  aiding 

may  be  charged 

Payne,  for  the  prisoner,  moved  in  arrest  of  judgment. —  fiiaw'"princ^ 

The  indictment  chars^es  the  prisoner  with  aiding  and  assist-  P*'  *"  ^^*  *"* 

,     ,  degree,  or,  as  he 

ing  M'Donough  in  the  commission  of  a  rape,  contrary  to  was  in  fact,  m 

the  statute.     Now,  there  not  being  any  statutory  provi-  »econd  degree, 
sions  applicable  to  persons  aiding  and  abetting  in  cases 
of  this  nature,  I  submit  that  the  indictment  is  wrongly 
framed.    The  prisoner,  in  the  absence  of  any  express  pro- 
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1841.  vision  by  statute^  should  have  been  indicted  as  at  common 
law;  and  the  indictment  should  have  charged  him  as  a 
principal^  and  stated  that  he^  as  well  as  M^onough^ 
ravished  the  prosecutor.  In  Folke^s  case  {a),  an  indict- 
ment, charging  the  prisoner  both  as  principal  in  the  first 
degree,  and  as  aiding  and  abetting  other  men  in  commit- 
ting a  rape,  was  held  after  conviction  to  be  valid  on  the 
count  charging  the  prisoner  as  principal.  The  statute  of 
9  Geo.  4,  c.  31,  which  declares,  in  the  16th  section,  that 
every  person,  convicted  of  the  crime  of  rape,  shall  suffer 
death,  makes  no  specific  provision  as  to  aiders  and  abettors, 
with  reference  to  that  offence.  The  7  &  8  Geo.  4,  c.  29, 
and  the  7  &  8  Geo.  4,  c.  30,  make  provision  for  principals 
in  the  second  degree,  with  reference  to  the  felonies  men- 
tioned in  them  respectively;  but  the  stat.  9  Geo.  4^  c.  31, 
does  not  contain  any  such  provision  with  respect  to  the 
offence  of  rape. 

Maule,  J. — Then  your  objection  is,  that  the  offence 
which  has  been  committed  is  not  stated  in  the  indictment. 

Payne. — ^My  objection  is,  that  the  person  is  not  charged, 
as  he  ought  to  have  been,  as  a  principal, 

RoLFE,  B. — Is  he  not  so  charged  in  the  indictment  ?  It 
alleges  that  M'Donough  committed  a  rape,  and  the  pri- 
soner aided  and  assisted  him.  Is  not  that  another  way  of 
saying  that  the  prisoner  committed  a  rape  ? 

Maule,  J. — ^There  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  any 
ground  for  the  objection.  It  has  been  already  decided 
that,  in  a  case  of  this  description,  the  party  may  be  charged 
according  to  the  fact,  or  indicted  as  a  principal  in  the  first 
degree  (ft). 

Payne,  for  the  prisoner. 

(a)  1  Moo.  C.  C.  R.  354.  that  a  count  similar  to  that  in  the 

(6)  See  the  case  of  Rex  v.  Gray  above  case  was  good.   See  alao  the 

and  Wue,  7  Carr.  &  Payne,  164,  in  case  of  Rey,  y.  Phelpsy  ante,  p. 

which  Mr.  Justice  Coleridge  held  180. 
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FEBRUARY  SESSION,  1841. 

BEFORE  THE  HON.  CHARLES  EWAN  LAW,  RECORDER. 


In  the  Matter  of  Frederick  Greorge  White.  Feb,  Ut, 

vJn  the  first  day  of  the  Session,  Mr.  Frederick  George  The  exemption 

-rn  •  •%  '    t  ii*  <••!/?  A.    ^'®™  serving  as 

White,  who  earned  on  the  business  of  a  wharfinger  at  jurymen,  claim- 
Kennett  wharf  in  Upper  Thames  Street  in  the  city  of  Lon-  terJVf\hr*"" 
don,  was  called,  in  pursuance  of  a  summons  which  had  Barbers'  Com- 

*-  ^  pany  under  the 

been  duly  served,  to  appear  and  serve  on  the  petty  jury  for  charters  of 
the  trial  of  prisoners,  but  not  appearing  was  ordered  to  be  5  car.  i,  and  the 

fined  £20.  .tat  is  Geo.  2, 

c  15,  does  not 

On  the  15th  of  February,  notice  in  writing  was  sent  to  extend  to  the 

.       i'»«-^iii        t     y       I*    t      r>i  •/•  Central  Crimi- 

Mr.  White  by  Mr.  Clark,  the  clerk  of  the  Court,  inform-  nai  Court,  but 
ing  him  of  the  fine,  and  stating  that  it  would  be  estreated  Ihrioc^^ou^ts 
into  the  Exchequer,  unless  he  should  make  sufficient  ex-  of  the  city,  via. 

^       '  those  holden 

cuse  by  affidavit,  at  the  next  sitting  of  the  Court,  on  Mon-  before  the 
day  the  1st  of  March.  sheriffs,  or  the 

In  consequence  of  this  notice,  Mr.  White  made  the  fol-  ^°'°'**'' 
lowing  affidavit:— 

"  In  the  Central  Criminal  Court. 

'^  Frederick  Greorge  White,  of  &c.,  maketh  oath  and 
saith,  that  he  this  deponent  is  exempt  from  serving  on 
juries  for  the  city  of  London  or  elsewhere,  being  a  freeman 
of  the  Barbers'  Company  of  the  said  city  of  London,  estab- 
lished in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Parliament  made  and 
passed  in  the  18th  year  of  the  reign  of  King  George 
the  Second,  intituled,  '  An  Act  for  making  the  Surgeons 
of  London  and  the  Barbers  of  London  two  separate  and 
distinct  Corporations.^  And  this  deponent  further  saith, 
that  he  hath,  by  virtue  of  the  said  act,  been  exempted  on  a 
previous  occasion  at  this  Court,  and  also  at  the  Secondaries 
Court,  Basinghall  Street,  from  serving  on  juries.  And  this 
deponent  further  saith,  that  a  letter  was  sent,  on  the  1st 

TOL.  I.  O  N.  P. 
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1841.         day  of  February  last,  by  this  deponent,  stating  the  ground 
^"T^'^^      of  such  exemption/' 

In  re  ... 

White.  On  this  affidavit  being  read  to  the  Court, 

Law,  Recorder,  said,  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  exemption 
claimed  was  not  sustainable  in  law;  but,  under  the  circum- 
stances, he  directed  the  fine  to  be  taken  ofi^,  and  the  party 
to  be  summoned  again  for  another  Session,  in  order  that 
in  the  meantime  the  opinion  of  some  of  the  Judges  might 
be  taken  upon  the  subject. 

The  matter  was  accordingly  brought  to  the  notice  of 
several  of  their  Lordships. 

The  statute  18  Geo.  2,  c.  15,  passed  in  the  year  1788, 
which  was  reUed  on  by  the  party  claiming  the  exemption, 
was  referred  to. 

The  preamble,  in  reciting  the  letters  patent  of  the  1st 
year  of  King  Edw.  4th,  contained,  inter  alia,  this  passage : 
'^  And  his  said  Majesty  did  further  grant,  that  the  said 
masters  or  governors  and  commonalty  of  the  said  mystery 
of  barbers  and  their  successors,  nor  any  of  them,  should  m 
any  manner  thereafter  be  summoned  or  pvi  upon  any  assizes, 
juries,  inquests,  inquisitions,  attaints,  or  other  recogniz- 
ances to  be  taken  within  the  said  city  and  suburbs  thereof, 
before  the  Mayor  or  Sheriffs  or  Coroners  of  the  same  city 
for  the  time  being,  or  summoned  by  any  of  his  officer  or 
officers,  minister  or  ministers,  although  such  juries,  inqui- 
sitions, or  recognizances,  should  be  simimoned  upon  a 
writ  or  writs  of  right ;  but  that  the  said  masters  or  gover* 
nors  and  commonalty  of  the  aforesaid  mystery  and  their 
successors,  and  every  of  them,  should  be  thereof  acquitted 
and  wholly  discharged  for  ever.'* 

Also,  in  reciting  the  act  of  32  Hen.  8th,  which  incorpo- 
rated and  united  the  barbers  of  London  and  the  sui^eons 
of  London,  the  preamble  of  the  18  Geo.  2,  c*  15,  inter  alia, 
states,  that  it  was  enacted,  ^'  That  all  persons  of  the  said 
company  incorporated  by  the  said  act  and  tJieir  successors, 
that  should  be  lawfiUly  admitted  and  approved  to  occupy 
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ntrgery  after  the  form  of  the  statute  in  that  case  made  and         \Mi. 
provided^  should  be  exempt  from  bearing  of  armour^  or  to  be      '^    ^    ^ 
put  tn  any  watches  or  inquests.  White. 

The  stat.  18  Greo.  2,  c.  15,  further  recites  the  charter  of 
5  Car.  1,  confirming  and  enlarging  the  privileges  of  the 
united  corporation;  and  then  proceeds  to  enact,  that,  from 
and  after  the  24th  of  June,  1745,  the  said  union  and  in- 
corporation of  the  barbers  and  surgeons  of  London  should 
be  dissolved;  and  the  members  who  were  admitted  and 
approved  surgeons,  and  their  successors,  should  be  a  sepa- 
rate and  distinct  body  corporate.     After  making  several 
regulations  relating  to  the  surgeons,  and  enacting  that  they 
shall  have  certain  privileges,  so  long  as  they  shall  exercise 
the  art  of  surgery  and  no  longer,  among  which  privileges, 
an  exemption  '^  of  and  from  being  put  into  or  serving  upon 
amy  jury  or  inquest,*^  the  act  proceeds  to  make  provision 
with  respect  to  the  barbers;  and  among  other  things,  with 
respect  to  them,  it  enacts  as  follows: — '^  That  the  master, 
governors,  and  commonalty  of  the  mystery  of  barbers  of 
London,  hereby  made,  established,  and  incorporated  as 
aforesaid,  and  their  successors,  and  all  persons  who  shall  be 
free  of  the  same  company  or  corporation,  shall  and  may, 
fix>m  time  to  time  and  at  all  times  for  ever  hereafter,  have, 
hold,  and  enjoy,  all  and  every  such  and  the  same  liberties, 
privileges,  franchises,  powers,  and  authorities,  as  the  said 
united  company  or  corporation,  with  respect  to  every  thing 
but  surgery,  and  the  members  of  the  said  imited  company 
occupying  the  feat  or  craft  of  barbery  or  shaving,  could  or 
might  respectively  have  had,  held,  and  enjoyed,  by  virtue 
of  the  said  recited  act  of  union  or  incorporation,  and  let- 
ters-patent of  his  late  Majesty  King  Charles  the  First,  and 
other  the  royal  grants,  charters,  and  patents  therein  respec- 
tively mentioned  and  referred  to,  so  far  as  the  same  do  not 
concern  or  relate  to  the  art  and  science  of  surgery;  and 
that  in  as  fuU,  ample,  and  beneficial  manner,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  as  if  the  same  had  been  expressly  repeated, 
set  down,  and  enacted  in  and  by  this  present  act.'' 

o2 
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lg41.  The  Judges  to  whom  the  question  was  submitted^  were 

^  of  opinion  that  the  Recorder  was  correct  in  his  decision. 

In  re 

White.  that  the  exemption  of  the  freemen  of  the  Barbers'  Com- 
pany did  not  extend  to  the  Central  Criminal  Court;  and 
their  Lordships  considered  that^  under  the  words  of  the 
charter  of  1  Edw.  4,  confirmed  by  the  stat.  of  18  G^.  2^ 
it  was  confined  to  the  local  Courts  of  the  city^  viz.  such  as 
are  held  before  the  Lord  Mayor^  the  Sheriff^  or  the  Co* 
roner. 

In  consequence  of  this^  in  the  December  Session  of  the 
same  year^  when  a  person  named  Stone^  who  had  been 
summoned  as  a  juryman^  stated  that  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Barbers'  Company^  and  claimed  exemption  from  serving 
on  that  ground, 

Law,  Recorder,  said,  that  the  exemption  only  extended 
to  the  local  Courts  of  the  city,  and  did  not  apply  to  the 
Central  Criminal  Court.  And  he  added,  that  he  had  con^ 
suited  several  of  the  Judges  upon  the  subject,  and  had 
their  authority  for  saying,  that  they  agreed  with  him  in 
the  opinion  which  he  had  formed. 
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1841. 

MARCH  SESSION,  1841. 

BBFOBE  MB.  JUSTICE  WILLIAMS  AND  MB.  COMMON  SEBJEANT 

MIBEHOUSE. 


T 


Regina  v»  John  Douqlas,  Esq.  March  ZrcL 


HE  first  count  of  the  indictment  stated,  that  the  pri-  Where  a  cap- 
soner,  describing  him  as  late  of  the  parish  of  Wandsworth,  my^surTendered 
in  the  county  of  Surrey,  Esq.,  and  Henry  Maxwell  Wain-  ^u^^^a^ "^ukc 
Wright,  late  of  the  same  place,  Esq.,  on  the  12th  day  of  ^w  trial  at  the 
September,  in  the  4th  year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  nai  Court,  for 
Lady  Victoria,  with  force  and  arms  at  the  parish  aforesaid,  [hooUng  at  an- 

in  the  county  aforesaid,  and  within  the  lurisdiction  of  the  ^*«f  (^^  *. 

/ .  '  **  duel),  with  in- 

Central  Criminal  Court,  with  a  certain  pistol  then  and  tent  to  kill  him, 

&c*    it  was 

there  loaded  with  gunpowder  and  a  leaden  bullet,  at  and  heii,  that  he 
against  one  Harvey  Gamett  Phipps  Tuckett  then  and  ^^e^thinAc 
there  being,  then  and  there  feloniously,  wilfully,  and  un-  dock  like  aU 

.  other  prisoners 

lawfully  did  shoot,  with  intent  thereby  then  and  there  chared  with 
feloniously,  wilfully,  and  of  their  malice  aforethought,  the  hU^exprcMinga 
said  Harvey  Garnett  Phipps  Tuckett  to  kill  and  murder,  ^ff*^^^^^^^ 
against  the  form   of  the   statute  &c.,   and  against   the  allowed  to  have 

three  friends  to 
peace  &C.  stand  beside 

There  were  other  counts  charging  the  intent  to  be  to    *  wherrihe 
maim  and  disable,  and  to  do  grievous  bodily  harm.  *  h**^^T"h 

The  bill  was  ignored  against  Captain  Wainwright.  person  shot  at 

one  H&rvev 

On  the  3rd  of  March,  1841  (a),  Captain  Douglas  surren-  camett  Phipps 

Tuckett,  it  was 
held,  that  Tuck- 
ett*s  card,  though  given  to  one  of  the  witnesses  in  the  presence  of  the  party  charged,  could  not 
be  g:iven  in  evidence  against  him  on  his  trial  to  prove  the  name,  as  its  contents  were  not  shewn 
to  have  been  communicated  to  him. 

Where  an  indictment  for  felony  was  found  at  the  Central  Criminal  Court  against  a  peer  of 
the  realm  and  several  commoners,  at  a  time  while  the  Houses  of  Parliament  were  not  sitting, 
the  recognizances  of  the  commoners  were  respited  from  session  to  session,  until  after  the  case  of 
the  peer  bad  been  disposed  of  in  the  House  of  Lords. 

(a)  The  Enrl  of  Cardigan  had  with  the  same  offence,  and  acquit- 
been  previously  tried  hy  his  peers,  ted  on  the  same  ground  as  Captain 
on    an   indictment   charging  him      Douglas. 
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dered  in  discharge  of  his  bail^  for  the  purpose  of  takiog 
his  trial  (&). 

Douglas.        \J7i€8iger,  who  was  counsel  for  him,  applied  to  his  Lord- 
ship to  allow  him  to  stand  outside  the  dock. 

Williams,  J.,  declined  to  grant  the  application. 

Thesiger  submitted,  that,  if  Captain  Douglas  were  com- 
mitted to  the  custody  of  the  Sheriff,  it  would  be  sufficient, 
-  without  requiring  him  to  go  into  the  dock. 

\ 

Williams,  J. — It  is  an  ordinary  case  of  felony.     I  can- 

',  not  make  a  distinction  between  one  person  and  another^ 

Captain  Douglas  then  went  into  the  dock,  and  pleaded 
"not  guilty*^  to  the  indictment (c). 

Application  was  then  made  that  some  of  his  friends  might 
stand  beside  him  in  the  dock. 

[  Williams,  J. — Prisoner,  is  it  your  wish  that  some  of 
your  friends  should  be  near  you? 

The  prisoner  replied  in  the  affirmative 

Williams,  J. — ^There  is  no  objection  to  it  if  you  wish  it. 

Three  friends  of  the  prisoner  were  then  allowed  to  re- 
main with  him  in  the  dock  during  the  trialj 

On  the  part  of  the  prosecutor,  Thomas  Hunt  Dann, 
constable  of  the  parish  of  Wimbledon,  having  a  house  and 
mill  on  Wimbledon  Common,  Sarah  Dann  his  wife,  and 
Sebastian  Byron  Dann  his  son,  were  called  as  witnesses. 

(&)  The  indictment  was  found  at  Lords  might  first  dispose  of  the  case 

the  Octoher  Session  of  1840,  hut  against  the  Earl  of  Cardigan, 

the  recognizances  of  Captain  Doug-  (c)  See  the  case  of  Reg,  v,SL 

las  were  respited  from  session  to  George^  9  C.  &  P.  483,  and  the 

session,  in  order  that  the  House  of  authorities  there  referred  to. 
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They  proved  that  a  duel  was  fought  on  the  12th  of  Sep-  |g4|^ 
tember,  between  Lord  Cardigan  and  another  person^  but 
did  not  identify  the  prisoner^  Captain  Douglas^  as  the  se- 
cond of  Lord  Cardigan;  on  the  contrary^  Mrs.  Dann  pointed 
him  out  as  Captain  Tuckett^  the  person  who  was  wounded. 
Sir  James  Eglinton  Anderson  was  then  called.  Li 
answer  to  questions  from  the  Judge,  he  said,  "  I  am  a 
physician;''  but,  on  being  questioned  as  to  whether  he  was 
at  Wimbledon  on  the  13th  of  September,  he  said, "  As  my 
answering  that  question  may  involve  me  in  some  difficulty, 
I  trust  your  Lordship  will  not  press  it.  I  am  apprehensive 
that  my  answering  any  question  affecting  Captain  Tuckett 
may  implicate  myself.'' 

Williams,  J. — Do  you  know  Captain  Tuckett  ? 

Witness. — I  do. 

Williams,  J. — ^When  did  you  last  see  him? 

Witness. — The  whole  bearing  of  this  question  would 
tend  ultimately  to  implicate  myself.  I  trust  your  lordship 
will  not  press  me  to  answer. 

Williams,  J. — ^Was  he  well  or  ill  when  you  saw  him  last  ? 

Witness. — ^I  fear  the  same  answer  must  be  given  to  that. 

Williams,  J. — Then  I  understand  you  to  decline  an- 
swering any  question  about  a  visit  to  Wimbledon  or 
Putney,  on  the  12th  of  September? 

Witness. — I  do ;  upon  that  principle — 

Williams,  J. — That  it  may  tend  to  implicate  yourself? 

Witness. — Yes. 

Williams,  J. — ^Then  you  may  stand  down. 
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1841.  '^^  ^^^y  other  witness  to  prove  the  fects  of  the  case 

was  John  Busain^  who  said^  "  I  am  police  inspector  of 
V.  Wandsworth;  a  little  before  six  o^clock  in  the  evening  of 

the  12th  of  September  last>  two  cases  of  duelling  pistols 
were  given  me  by  Dann^  the  miller ;  I  know  Lord  Cardi- 
gan; he  came  into  the  station  before  the  pistols  were  deli- 
vered; I  knew  nothing  of  the  duel;  Captain  Douglas  was 
with  Lord  Cardigan;  he  gave  his  'name^  John  Douglas^ 
captain  of  the  11th  Hussars/  by  word  of  mouth;  that  was 
on  Saturday  evening ;  they  did  not  go  before  the  justices 
till  Monday  morning;  I  took  down  the  charge  from  Dann; 
it  was  taken  in  writing;  I  have  not  got  it  here;  I  was  not 
ordered  to  bring  it;  I  know  the  person  of  Captain  Doug- 
las; he  is  at  the  bar  now;  Lord  Cardigan  and  he  were 
together  at  the  station  till  they  were  bailed^  which  was 
almost  immediately  after;  when  Lord  Cardigan  came  in^ 
he  said  he  was  a  prisoner,  he  believed;  I  said,  'What  for?' 
He  said  he  had  been  fighting  a  duel  he  believed;  and  as 
Captain  Douglas  came  up  the  steps  he  painted  his  finger  over 
his  shoulder,  and  said,  *  So  is  this  gentleman  also,  my  second, 
Captain  Douglas;'  a  part  of  the  conversation  took  place  be- 
fore Captain  Douglas  came  up;  and  Lord  Cardigan  said  he 
was  a  prisoner,  he  believed;  Captain  Douglas  could  hear 
that;  lie  was  close  enough  to  have  heard  it;  I  do  not  remember 
that  he  made  any  remark  upon  it.'*  On  his  cross-examina- 
tion the  witness,  among  other  things,  said,  "  When  Lord 
Cardigan  pointed.  Captain  Douglas  had  just  stepped  up  to 
the  door-sill;  he  had  just  come  into  the  office;  it  takes  no 
time  to  get  up  the  steps;  it  is  true  that  when  Lord  Cardi- 
gan said  what  he  did.  Captain  Douglas  was  coming  up  the 
steps;  I  was  close  by  Lord  Cardigan;  there  was  not  the 
least  occasion  for  Lord  Cardigan  to  speak  loud  to  make  me 
hear." 

Thomas  Hunt  Dann  was  then  recalled,  and  said,  '^  There 
were  five  gentlemen  altogether  in  the  yard;  I  can  undertake 
to  say  that  those  five  were  the  four  that  were  on  the  ground, 
and  the  fifth  at  Curriers  garden;  I  am  sure  of  that;  a  card 


The  witness  replied,  that  the  only  other  witness  of  whom 
he  knew  was  Mr.  Fletcher,  the  clerk  to  the  magistrates 
at  Wandsworth ;  but  he  was  not  aware  what  evidence  he 
had  to  give. 

Mr.  Fletcher  was  called,  and  said,  "  I  was  subpoenaed  a 
few  days  ago  by  Mr.  Hobler,  the  solicitor  for  the  prosecu- 
tion, and  I  attended  here  in  consequence;  I  know  nothing 
of  the  transaction,  except  the  circumstances  which  took 
place  before  the  magistrates;  I  am  the  clerk;  the  deposi- 


Douglas. 
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taas  given  me  by  some  one,  who  I  understood  was  Captain        1341, 
J\ickett  or  Captain  Wainwrtght,  the  other  two  were  close  ^ 
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to  me  at  the  time;  they  were  all  five  in  the  yard;  Lord      _  v. 
Cardigan  was  farthest  from  me.     I  do  not  remember  any 
thing  being  said  when  the  card  was  given  me,  any  more 
than  that  it  was  a  card  of  their  address ;  this  is  the  card/' 

• 

Thesiger  objected  to  the  reception  of  the  card. — ^I  will 
assume  that  Captain  Tuckett  gave  the  card  himself,  yet 
the  contents  do  not  appear  to  have  been  communicated  to 
Captain  Douglas;  and,  therefore,  it  is  not  evidence  against 
him. 

Williams,  J. — It  does  not  appear  that  anything  was 
said  to  bring  it  to  the  cognizance  of  Captain  Douglas.  I 
think  it  is  sufficiently  doubtful  for  me  not  to  receive  it. 

Thomas  Bicknell,  the  superintendent  of  the  V  division 
of  police,  who  was  bound  over  to  prosecute  by  the  magis- 
trates, was  then  called. 

Williams,  J.,  said  to  him,  ^'  I  have  examined  all  the 
witnesses  of  whom  there  are  any  depositions;  and  I  have 
called  all  those  of  whom  I  have  any  knowledge  by  their 
names  being  on  the  back  of  the  bill : — Is  there  any  other 
witness,  of  whose  presence  you  are  aware,  who  can  give 
any  evidence  concerning  this  transaction?^^ 


Douglas. 


198  CASES  AT  THE 

1841.         tions  were  returned  to  this  Court,  they  did  not  go  to 
"^ — ^ — ^      the  House  of  Lords  in  the  first  instance ;  there  were  other 
9.  depositions  taken  besides  those  on  the  previous  examina- 

tion of  the  prisoners,  and  the  substance  of  them  is  embo- 
died in  this  evidence,  which  is  the  final  examination;  I  am 
not  aware  of  any  witnesses  except  those  whose  names  have 
been  called." 

Williams,  J.,  did  not  call  on  TJiesiger  to  address  the 
jury,  but  himself  said — ^All  the  evidence  having  been  gone 
through,  it  remains  for  me  to  remark  that  there  is  no  case 
to  be  submitted  to  your  consideration  at  all.  Not  that 
we  can  close  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that  there  was  a  duel 
fought,  but  the  charge  is,  that  the  prisoner  did  shoot  at 
one  Harvey  Gamett  Phipps  Tuckett.  There  is  no  evidence 
that  a  man  of  that  name  (and  it  is  by  names  that  men  are 
known  one  from  another)  was  shot  at  on  the  day  in  ques- 
tion, by  the  prisoner  at  the  bar.  The  card,  if  it  could 
have  been  legally  produced  in  evidence,  would  not  have 
carried  it  any  farther,  for  it  contained  only  the  name  of 
*^  Captain  Harvey  Tuckett ;"  and  that  would  be  no  more 
evidence  that  the  person  so  named  was  of  necessity  the  per- 
son having  two  additional  names,  than  it  would  be  that 
John  Thomas  is  Peter  Nokes.  I  may  also  remind  you,  that 
no  person  has  sworn  to  the  presence  of  the  prisoner  Captain 
Douglas  at  all.  There  certainly  was  evidence  of  the  fact 
of  Lord  Cardigan  having  said,  in  the  hearing  of  Captain 
Douglas,  that  he  was  his  second ;  but  that  evidence  would 
have  been  subject  to  observation.  I  should,  however,  have 
submitted  it  to  you,  such  as  it  is,  if  the  preliminary  matter 
had  not  altogether  failed.  The  consequence  of  all  this  is, 
that  the  indictment  falls  to  the  ground,  and  the  prisoner 
must  be  acquitted. 

Verdict — Not  guilty. 

Thesiffer,  Wrangham,  Serjt.,  and  Bodkin,  for  the  prisoner. 

[  A  ttorney — PowellJ] 
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The  indictment  against  Lord  Cardigan  was  found  at  the         1841. 
Central  Criminal  Court  in  the  October  Sessions,  at  which      ^37*^^^ 
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time  the  House  of  Lords  was  not  sitting.  Application  _  «. 
was  therefore  made  by  Adolphus,  as  counsel  for  his  Lord- 
ship^ to  have  his  recognizances  respited  from  session  to 
session,  as  he  was  entitled  to  be  tried  by  his  Peers.  In 
Hawkins's  Pleas  of  the  Crown,  chap.  44,  s.  15,  it  is  said^ 
''Also  it  hath  been  adjudged,  that  neither  the  said  clause 
of  Magna  Charta  nor  any  other  law,  privileges  a  Peer  from 
being  indicted  by  a  Grand  Jwry  of  Commoners ,  either  in  the 
King's  Bench  or  before  Commissioners  of  Oyer,  or  the 
Coroner,  &c.^'  In  s.  13  it  is  said,  ''As  to  what  crimes  a 
Peer  is  to  be  tried  by  his  Peers,  I  take  it  to  be  agreed  that 
be  has  a  right  to  be  so  tried  upon  an  indictment  of  treason 
or  felony,  whether  such  treason  or  felony  be  made  such  by 
tbe  common  law,  or  by  statute ;  and  also  upon  an  indict- 
ment for  misprision  of  treason  or  felony ;  but  it  seems  that, 
regularly,  he  is  to  be  tried  by  the  country  for  all  other 
crimes  out  of  Parliament,  as  Praemunire,  Riot,  &c/' 
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1841. 

MARCH  SESSION,  1841. 

BEFORE   LORD  CHIEF  JUSTICE  TINDAL,   MR.  JUSTICE   B08AN- 
QUET,  AND  MR.  JUSTICE  WILLIAMS. 


March  3rd.      Regina  V.  P.  M.  S.  WALLACE  and  M.  S.  S.  Wallace  {a). 

An  acceffory  X  HE  first  count  of  the  indictment  stated  that  Edmund 
to  a  felony  com-  Loose,  late  of  London,  mariner,  with  force  and  arms  &c., 
}fV^  ®"  ^*jj^  a  certain  vessel  called  the  Dryad,  the  property  of  Alexan- 
in  thejurisdic-  dcr  Howdcn  and  others,  on  a  certain  voyage  upon  the 
miraity  of  high  scas  then  being,  then  and  there  upon  the  high  seas 
be"indicted^nd  ^^^in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Admiralty  of  England,  and 
tried  at  the        within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Central  Criminal  Court, 

Central  Crimi'  • 

nai  Court,  by  felouiously.  Unlawfully,  and  maliciously  did  cast  away  and 

iututes  7  Geo.  destroy,  with  intent  to  prejudice  the  said  Alexander  How- 

and 4& 6  Will.  ^®^  ^^^  another  being  part  owners  of  the  said  vessel, 

4,  c  36, 1. 22,  asainst  the  form  of  the  statute,  &c.     And  further,  that 

although  the         ^ 

perM>n  charged   Patrick  MaxwcU  Stewart  Wallace,  before  the  said  felony 

as  the  principal  •  x.  j    j     •      /»  j*  •!        j.tj  i»  'j 

offender  has  not  ^^  Committed,  m  form  aforesaid,  at  London  aforesaid, 
been*' commit-    j^^  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  Central  Criminal 

ted  to  or  de-  ** 

tained  in"  the  Court,  did  fcloniously  and  maliciously  incite,  move,  aid, 
gate  for  his  counscl,  hire,  and  command  the  said  Edmund  Loose,  the 
^  A^person  may  ^^  fclony,  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid,  to  do  and  com- 
be tried  under  mjf    against  the  statute,   &c.     Then  followed  a   similar 

the  statutes  *      o  ' 

7WiiL4and      statement  with  reference  to  the  other  prisoner  Michael 

1  Vict.  c.  89, 

ss.  6&  ll,asan 

accessory  be* 

fore  the  fact  to  the  offence  of  setting  fire  to  a  vessel,  of  which  he  was  at  the  time  a  part  owner. 

An  indictment  is  properly  framed,  which  states  that  the  principal  felon  cast  away  and  de- 
stroyed a  vessel,  and  that  the  accessory  incited,  moved,  aided,  counselled,  hired,  and  commanded 
him  to  do  it ;  and  the  accessory  may  be  convicted  on  an  indictment  so  framed,  although  the 
principal  felon  has  not  been  tried,  and  does  not  appear  to  be  amenable  to  justice. 


(a)    The  prisoners   severed    in  same  in  both  cases,  it  has  been 

their   challenges,  and  were  there-  thought  most  convenient  to  report 

fore  tried  separately :   but  as  the  the  two  together, 
arguments  and  decisions  were  the 


Wallacs. 
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Shaw  Stewart  Wallace^  charging  him  also  as  an  accessory        ^941^ 
before  the  fact.  ^ — ^^ — ' 

The  second  count  omitted  the  words  which  described  v. 

the  vessel  as  the  property  of  Alexander  Howden  and 
others. 

The  third  and  fourth  counts  were  similar  to  the  first 
and  second,  except  that  they  charged  the  intent  to  be  ''  to 
prejudice  Scoho  Juan  de  Zulietta  and  others,  the  owners 
of  certain  goods  then  and  there  laden  and  being  on  board 
the  said  vessel.'' 

The  fifth  and  sixth  counts  charged  the  intent  to  be,  ''to 
prejudice  John  Irving,  then  and  still  being  the  chairman  of 
a  certain  company  called  by  the  name  of  the  Alliance  Marine 
Assurance  Company,  which  company  had,  before  then,  un- 
derwritten a  certain  policy  on  certain  goods  then  being  on 
board  the  said  vessel,  which  said  policy  was  then  in  full 
force  and  operation.'' 

There  were  several  other  counts,  stating  the  intent  to 
be  to  prejudice  the  underwriters  on  other  policies  of  insur- 
ance ;  some  of  them  effected  on  goods ;  some  on  the  vessel, 
and  some  upon  freight. 

From  the  evidence  at  the  trial  it  appeared,  that  Alexan- 
der Howden  and  a  person  named  Anstice,  were  the  owners 
of  one-fourth  of  the  Dryad,  and  the  prisoner  Michael  Shaw 
Stewart  Wallace  was  the  owner  of  the  remaining  three- 
fourths ;  that  the  goods  which  were  sent  on  board  by  Zuli- 
etta &  Company,  who  chartered  the  ship,  were  insured  at 
Lloyd's,  and  an  intent  to  prejudice  the  underwriters  of 
the  policy  which  insured  them  was  alleged  in  one  of  the 
counts  in  the  indictment.  But  there  were  also  three  dif- 
ferent policies  effected  by  the  prisoners  themselves  on  cer- 
tain goods  specified  in  the  policies,  but  no  part  of  those 
goods  was  put  on  board  the  vessel. 

It  was  also  proved  that  the  Dryad  was  wilfully  sunk  by 
Loose,  who  was  the  captain,  on  the  high  seas  near  the 
island  of  St.  Domingo ;  and  (with  the  exception  of  a  very 
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1841.  trifling  salvage)  there  was  a  total  loss  both  of  the  ship  and 
cargo.  Loose  had  not  been  tried  for  his  offence^  and  as 
far  as  the  evidence  went^  it  appeared  that  he  was  not 
amenable  to  justice. 

J,  Jervis,  C.  Phillips,  Doane,  and  Ballantine,  on  the  part 
of  the  prisoners^  in  the  two  cases^  contended,  inter  alia^ 
that  the  Court  had  not  jurisdiction  to  try  them.  The  argu- 
ment was  as  follows : — The  stat.  7  &  8  Geo.  4,  c.  64,  s.  9, 
which  applies  to  the  trial  of  accessories  before  the  fact, 
provides,  that,  '^  if  any  person  shall  counsel,  procure,  or 
command  any  other  person  to  commit  any  felony,  whether 
the  same  shall  be  a  felony  at  common  law,  or  by  virtue  of 
any  statute  or  statutes  made  or  to  be  made,  the  person  so 
counselling,  procuring,  or  commanding,  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  felony,  and  may  be  indicted  and  convicted,  either 
as  an  (accessory  before  the  fact  to  the  principal  felony,  /oye- 
ther  with  the  principal  felon,  or  may  be  indicted  and  con- 
victed of  a  substantive  felony,  whether  the  principal  felon 
shall  or  shall  not  have  been  previously  convicted,  or  shall 
or  shall  not  be  amenable  to  justice,  and  may  be  punished 
in  the  same  manner  as  an  accessory  before  the  fact  to  the 
same  felony,  if  convicted  as  an  accessory,  may  be  pun- 
ished; and  the  offence  of  the  person  so  counselling,  procur- 
ing, or  commanding,  howsoever  indicted,  may  be  inquired 
of,  tried,  determined,  and  punished  by  any  Court  which 
shall  have  Jurisdiction  to  try  tlie  principal  felon,  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  such  offence  had  been  committed  at  the  same 
place  as  the  principal  felony,  although  such  offence  may 
have  been  committed  either  on  the  high  seas  or  at  any 
place  on  land,  whether  within  her  Majesty's  dominions 
or  without.'^  This  is  a  jurisdiction  which  attaches  to  the 
person  of  the  felon  and  not  to  the  offence;  or,  in  other 
words,  any  Court,  having  jurisdiction  to  try  the  principal 
felon,  may  try  the  accessories,  just  as  if  the  offence  had 
been  committed  where  the  principal  felon  was.    The  stat. 
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4  &  5  Will.  4y  c.  86^  s.  22,  enacts,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  1341^ 
for  the  Judges  of  the  Central  Criminal  Court  "  to  inquire 
of,  hear,  and  determine  any  offence  or  offences  committed, 
or  alleged  to  have  been  committed,  on  the  high  seas  and 
other  places  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Admiralty  of 
England,  and  to  deliver  the  gaol  of  Newgate  of  any  per- 
son or  persons  committed  to  or  detained  therein,  for  any 
offence  or  offences  alleged  to  have  been  done  and  commit- 
ted upon  the  high  seas  aforesaid,  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Admiralty  of  England/'  Therefore  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Court  depends,  as  in  the  case  of  bigamy  and  some 
other  cases,  on  the  fact  of  the  party's  being  in  custody 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court.  Here  the  Court  might 
possibly  try  the  offence  of  Loose,  if  he  were  a  prisoner 
in  the  gaol  of  Newgate;  but  they  have  not  the  power, 
under  the  present  circumstances,  to  try  the  prisoners  as 
accessories  to  that  offence.  Loose  not  having  been  com- 
mitted to  or  detained  in  prison  by  the  Court  for  his  of- 
fence, such  offence  having  been  committed  upon  the  high 
seas. 

The  stat.  1  Vict.  c.  89,  s.  6,  enacts,  that  "  whosoever  shall 
unlawfully  and  maliciously  set  fire  to,  or  in  anywise  de- 
stroy any  ship  or  vessel,  whether  the  same  be  complete  or 
in  an  unfinished  state,  or  shall  unlawfully  and  maliciously 
set  fire  to,  cast  away,  or  in  anywise  destroy  any  ship  or 
vessel,  with  intent  thereby  to  prejudice  any  owner  or  part 
owner  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  or  of  any  goods  on  board  the 
same,  or  any  person  that  hath  underwritten  or  shall  un- 
derwrite any  policy  of  insurance  upon  such  ship  or  vessel, 
or  on  the  freight  thereof,  or  upon  any  goods  on  board  the 
same,  shall  be  guilty  of  felony,''  &c.  The  11th  section  of 
the  same  statute  enacts,  that,  "  in  the  case  of  every  felony 
punishable  under  this  act,  every  principal  in  the  second 
degree,  and  every  accessory  before  the  fact,  shall  be  punish- 
able with  death,  or  otherwise,  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
principal  in  the  first  degree  is  by  this  act  punishable,"  &c. 
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1841,  The  case  of  Rex  v.  Easterby  [b)  decided^  that  accessories 

before  the  fact,  on  shore,  to  the  wilful  destruction  of  a  ship 
r.  on  the  high  seas,  were  not  triable  by  the  admiralty  juris- 

diction,  under  the  stat.  11  Greo.  1,  c.  29,  s.  7.  Further,  the 
indictment  in  this  case  is  not  properly  firamed  as  an  indict- 
ment for  a  substantive  offence,  within  the  meaning  of  the 
7  Geo.  4,  c.  64,  s.  9,  but  is  in  form  an  indictment  at 
common  law,  against  the  principal  and  the  accessories  be- 
fore the  fact ;  and  as  the  principal  felon  has  not  been  con- 
victed, the  accessories  before  the  fact  cannot  be  tried  or 
convicted  upon  it. 

Also,  to  give  the  Court  authority  to  try  the  prisoners,  it 
should  appear,  that  the  accessorial  acts  were  committed 
either  in  London  or  those  parts  adjacent  which  are  within 
its  jurisdiction. 

There  is  a  still  further  question — whether  the  offence  of 
destroying  a  ship,  of  which  the  party  charged  is  a  part 
owner,  is  within  the  act  of  Parliament.  Under  the  stat. 
9  Geo.  1,  c.  22,  it  was  held,  that  a  man  could  not  be  pun- 
ished for  setting  fire  to  his  own  house ;  and  the  stat.  7  &  8 
G«o.  4,  c.  30,  s.  2,  remedies  that  defect,  by  saying  ''  whe- 
ther the  same  shall  then  be  in  the  possession  of  the  offender 
or  in  the  possession  of  any  other  person.^ 


33 


TiNDAL,  C.  J. — ^The  words  of  the  statute,  on  which  the 
present  indictment  is  firamed,  viz.  ^^  with  intent  to  preju- 
dice any  owner,  or  part  owner ^^  seem  to  be  put  in  opposi- 
tion. But  if  it  becomes  necessary,  you  may  have  the  be- 
pefit  of  this  objection  with  the  rest 

It  was  also  objected  at  the  trial,  that  as  the  stat.  7  Will. 
4,  and  1  Vict.  c.  89,  s.  6,  describes  one  felonious  intent  to 
be,  to  prejudice  the  persons  who  shall  underwrite  any  po- 
licy of  insurance  upon  any  goods  on  board  the  vessel,  no 
evidence  was  receivable  with  respect  to  the  three  policies 

(h)  Ru88.  C.  C.  R.  p.  37;  2  Leach,  C.  C.  947. 
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on  goods  effected  by  the  prisoners^  because  the  goods  men-        2^42^ 
tioned  in  them  were  never  put  on  board  the  Dryad.  ^ — ^ — ' 

Reqina 

But  this  objection  was  overruled,  and  the  evi-  Wallace. 
dencc  received.  Both  prisoners  were 
found  guilty  of  the  whole  charge  in  the 
indictment,  and  all  the  objections  were 
reserved  for  the  opinion  of  the  fifteen 
Judges. 


In  the  ensuing  Easter  Term,  at  a  meeting  of  all  the  April  2A.U^, 
Judges,  except  Mr.  Baron  Parke,  the  case  was  called  on. 
The  Attorney-General  said,  that  he  was  prepared,  on  the 
part  of  the  Crown,  to  argue  against  the  objections,  but  as 
no  counsel  appeared  to  support  them  on  the  part  of  the 
prisoners,  he  presumed  it  would  not  be  necessary  for  him 
to  say  anything. 

Lord  Denm AN,  C.  J.,  said,  that,  as  no  counsel  appeared  on 
the  part  of  the  prisoners,  it  would  not  be  necessary  for  the 
Attorney-General  to  be  heard.  The  objections  would  of 
course,  without  argument,  receive  all  the  consideration  to 
which  they  were  entitled. 

The  prisoners  were  afterwards  sentenced  to  be  trans- 
ported for  life. 

Sir  J,  Campbell,  A.  G.,  Clarkson,  Bodkin,  and  Laurie,  for 
the  prosecution. 

J.  Jervis,  and  Ballaniine,  for  the  prisoner,  Michael  Wal- 
lace. 

C.  Phillips  and  Doane,  for  the  prisoner,  Patrick  Wallace. 

[Attomies — Phillips,  and  W,  C.  Humphreys.'] 
VOL.  I.  P  N.  P. 
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APRIL  SESSION,  1841. 

BEFOR£    MR.    BARON    OURNEY. 


April  8/A  Regina  V.  John  Thorn. 

A  customer  in  A  HE  first  two  counts  of  the  indictment  charged  the  pri- 

In  wcoui7op^  soner  with  forging,  and  uttering,  knowing  it  to  be  forged, 

with  a  whole-  an  undertaking  for  the  payment  of  2/.  8*.  6d.,  with  intent  to 

sale  house  in  ▼« 

London:  a  let-  defraud  Jamcs  Lys  Seager  and  others, 
trcomefronf         I^  Other  couuts  he  was  charged  with  forging  and  utter- 

verer^t  tlieir  ^^  *'^®  Same  paper,  describing  it  as  a  warrant  for  the 

place  of  busi-  payment  of  money. 

ness;  it  was  in  .  -i  -i     -i  j 

the  following         In  Other  counts  the  instrument  was  described  as  an  order 

fedTobiiged  b^^  for  *^e  payment  of  money. 

your  paying  From  the  evidence  for  the  prosecution  it  appeared,  that 

Mr.  B.  the  sum  *^  ^^  . 

of  21.  It,  8rf.,  on  the  24th  of  February  the  prisoner  spoke  to  a  ticket 

with  the  samel*  portcr  named  Walker,  and  told  him  to  go  to  Mr.  Seager*?, 

haveTrec^erL*  *^®  distiller,  with  a  letter  and  memorandum,  which  he 

and  add  the  gave  him.      He  told  him  also  that  he  was  to  receive 

amount  to  in-  »  t   i     •  ^^  i  /«•      i 

voice  of  order  2/.  78.  8a.,  and  bring  it  to  Olivers  coflfee-house,  at  the 

appeared  to  be  ^^^^  ^^  Westminster  Bridge.     The  ticket  porter  went  to 

the  practice  of  Seagcr's,   shcwcd  the  letter   and  memorandum   to   Mr. 

the  house  in  *^  ^ 

London  to  pay  Seager  and  his  clerk,  and  told  them  how  he  obtained  it. 

to  country  cus-  -«,,  i.         !«,■-«,  i^  .  •!•• 

tomers  on  re-  They  gavc  him  the  2/.  7$.  8a.,  and  the  prisoner  met  him  m 

llTdescriptt"^"  -^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^'   ^^^   ^^^^  ^^  ^^  '^^  ^^  *^®  P®^^®^  ^® 

The  party  had  scnt.     He  replied  ^'  Yes,''  and  gave  the  prisoner  the 

an  innocent  a-  money,  and  the  prisoner  gave  him  back  a  shilling  of  it  for 

tained*the  mo-  ^is  trouble.     He  was  then  about  to  go  away,  when  the 

rndicTed  for  **  ticket  portcr  told  him  that  he  was  his  prisoner;  and  soon 

forging  and  ut-  after  Mr.  Seager  and  a  policeman  came  up,  and  the  pri- 

tering  it.     The  ,  ^  i     i  i  j.     /• 

instrument  soucr  was  taken  into  custody,  and  the  money  taken  out  of 

was  described  i  •    -i        j 

in  the  indict-  his  hand. 

ment  as  an 
undertaking— 

a  warrant — and  an  order,  each  for  the  payment  of  2/.  7*.  8</.  The  prisoner  having  been  con- 
victed of  uttering,  the  fifteen  Judges  held  the  conviction  wrong,  being  of  opinion  that  the  instru- 
ment was  neither  an  undertaking,  a  warrant,  or  an  order. 
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The  letter  was  as  follows : —  1841^ 

Taunton,  20th  February,  1841. 


Sir, — I  have  received  your  letter  respecting  balance 
of  your  account,  and  beg  to  say,  had  any  person  called  as 
expected,  it  would  have  been  paid.  I  now  return  the  case 
with  this  inclosed,  and  the  amount  being  so  small,  I  give 
you  on  other  side  an  order  from  Messrs.  Seager  &  Co.,  as 
per  address,  and  if  you  will  send  this  to  them  they  will 
pay  it  for  me.  After  deducting  case  I  make  balance 
2/.  78,  8rf.,  and  for  which  please  give  a  receipt. 

"  I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient, 

"T.  D.  Chappell.'' 

''  Mr.  Bennett,  Thames  Street,  London." 

The  other  paper  was  as  follows : — 

"Taunton,  7 

Fore  street,  ^0  Feb.  1841. 

"  Grentlemen, — I  shall  feel  obliged  by  your  paying  Mr. 
Bennett  the  sum  of  2/.  Ts,  8d.,  and  debiting  me  with  the 
same.  You  will  please  have  a  receipt,  and  add  the  amount 
to  invoice  of  order  in  hand. 

"  I  am,  Gentlemen, 

"  Your  most  obedient  servant, 

"  T.  D.  Chappell.'' 

"  Messrs.  Seager,  Evans  &  Co.,  distillers,  &c., 
10,  Milbank,  Westminster,  London." 

It  further  appeared,  that  Messrs.  Seager  &  Evans  had  a 
customer  at  Taunton  named  T.  D.  Chappell,  and  that  on 
the  23rd  of  February,  the  day  before  the  letter  and  me- 
morandum were  presented,  they  had  sent  two  puncheons 
of  gin  for  him  to  the  wharf  in  their  van.  The  name  of 
Seager  &  Evans  was  on  the  van,  and  on  each  puncheon 
"T.  D.  Chappell,  Taunton,  Somerset;''  and  this  address 
was  so  conspicuous,  that  a  person  standing  in  the  street 
near  the  waggon  could  easily  read  it. 

p2 
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1841.  Mr.  Chappell  proved  that  the  letter  was  not  sent  by  him, 

nor  by  his  authority. 

Mr.  Seager,  in  his  evidence,  said, — ''  Our  house  has  a 
customer,  named  Chappell,  of  Taunton;  in  February  we 
had  an  account  open  with  him;  on  the  24th  of  February 
I  was  present  when  Walker  brought  this  paper;  in  conse- 
quence of  information,  I  desired  the  money  to  be  given  to 
him  and  marked;  I  afterwards  went  out,  and  observed 
Walker  go  towards  Oliver's  coffee-house;  he  was  met  by  the 
prisoner;  I  saw  them  talking  together;  and  soon  after  I 
went  up,  and  had  him  taken  into  custody.  Supposing  I  be- 
lieved this  to  have  been  tJiegenvine  writing  of  Mr.  Chappell,  I 
should  have  paid  the  money — that  is  our  practice;  it  is  in 
the  course  of  business  to  pay  on  these  requests  to  country  cus- 
tomers,'^ 

C  Phillips,  and  Clarkson,  for  the  prisoner,  contended 
that  this  was  not  an  offence  within  the  act  of  Parlia- 
ment (a),  as  the  paper  was  neither  an  undertaking,  nor  a 
warrant,  nor  an  order  for  the  payment  of  money,  but,  at 
most,  amounted  only  to  a  request ;  and  forging  a  request 
for  money  was  not  provided  for.  In  the  course  of  the  ar- 
gument reference  was  made  to  Ravencroffs  case  (i)  and 
Rex  Y,  Raake{c). 

GuRNEY,  B.,  said,  that  he  would  reserve  the  point  for 
the  consideration  of  the  Judges;  and  the  jury,  after  his 
Lordship  had  summed  up,  found  the  prisoner 

Guilty  of  uttering. 

Bodkin,  for  the  prosecution. 

C.  Phillips,  and  Clarkson,  for  the  prisoner. 


The  Judges  afterwards  considered  the  question,   and 
were  of  opinion  that  the  conviction  could  not  be  sus- 

(a)  1  Wai.  4,  c.  66.  (c)  2  Moo.  C.  C.  R.  66;  8  Carr. 

(b)  2  Moo.  &  Rob.  161.  &  Payne,  627. 
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tained^  and  the  prisoner  was  ordered  to  be  discharged^  so        1941^ 
far  as  this  indictment  was  concerned.     But  he  was  subse- 
quently tried  for  a  fraud  and  convicted,  and  sentenced  to 
imprisonment. 


MAY  SESSION,  1841. 

BEFORE    MR.    BARON    PARKE. 


T 


Regina  v.  Michael  Sullivan.  May  12M. 


HE  first  count  of  the  indictment  charged  the  prisoner  A  broker  and 
with  maliciously  and  feloniously  assaulting  one  George  levied^^a  distrew 
Fox,  on  the  12th  of  March,  and  cutting  and  wounding  him  ^J^^*"};  ^^^ 
on  the  forehead,  with  intent  to  murder  him.     The  second  session  was 
count  charged  the  intent  to  be  to  maim  and  disable  him;  owner  of  the 
and  the  third,  to  do  him  some  grievous  bodily  harm.  hi*^heTaom*at 

It  appeared,  from  the  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  prose-  J^e  time  of  the 
cation,  that  Fox,  the  prosecutor,  was  a  porter  and  an  oc-  not  proved  that 
casional  assistant  to  a  Mr.  West,  a  broker.     On  the  12th  to  the  turning 
March  West  and  Fox,  with  two  other  men,  one  named  or"thathei^ew 
Thompson  and  the  other  Barnes,  went  to  a  room  on  the  °^.'**«  distress 

*"  being  levied ; 

ground-floor  of  a  house  in  Cooper's  Court,  Rosemary  Lane,  but  on  the 
and  made  a  distress  for  rent  on  the  goods  of  the  prisoner,  assistanu 
who  lodged  in  that  room.     The  prisoner  was  not  present  at  |{[g  q'^Jj"^  ^oor 
the  time  of  the  distress,  but  some  women  were  there,  one  of  ^o  re-enter,  the 

prisoner  struck 

whom  was  the  prisoner's  wife.     After  the  inventory  had  one  of  the  as- 
heen  made  out,  Thompson  was  left  in  the  room,  as  the  ^xe  on  the  fore- 
man in  possession,  and  the  others  went  into  another  part  ^^^^---ffeid, 

tr  '  X-  that  under  these 

of  the  house,  and,  on  hearing  a  noise  in  the  prisoner's  circumstances 

1  /*         1  mi  1  ^^*  prisoner 

room,  they  went  down  and  found  Thompson  on  the  out-  must  at  least  be 
side  of  the  room  door.  Fox  asked  him  who  had  turned  an^wsSit' and 
him  out,  but,  before  he  could  answer.  West,  the  broker,  »J«o  ^\^^  »^- 

'  '  '  '  '    though  he 

might  be  found 
gtiilty  of  wounding  with  intent  to  murder,  or  to  do  grievous  bodily  harm,  yet  he  could  not  be 
found  guilty  of  wounding  with  intent  to  maim  and  disable. 
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1841,        called  out  loud  enough  for  the  people  in  the  room  to  hear, 
't    ^     ^      — "  Break  the  door  open,  and  go  in  and  take  possession 
V.  again/^     Fox  then  asked  the  persons  inside  to  open  the 

door,  upon  which  the  prisoner  said,  that  he  would  split 
open  the  head  of  the  first  person  who  opened  the  door. 
The  door  was  then  forced  open,  and,  as  Fox  was  entering 
the  room,  the  prisoner,  who  had  an  axe  in  his  hand,  struck 
him  on  the  head  with  the  edge  of  it,  and  inflicted  a  cut  of 
about  a  quarter  of  an  inch,  and  a  graze  of  about  half  an 
inch  on  the  forehead;  the  axe  had  cut  through  the  skin 
and  flesh,  but  very  little  below  the  surface  of  the  skin.  The 
medical  witness  who  proved  the  fact  said,  on  cross-exami- 
nation— "  It  was  more  of  a  graze  than  a  wound;  it  merely 
raised  the  skin,  at  the  top  of  which  was  a  slight  cut.  I 
put  a  strap  on  it,  and  he  walked  away.^' 

There  was  no  evidence  to  shew  that  the  prisoner  was  one 
of  the  persons  who  pushed  Thompson  out  of  the  room,  nor 
was  he  told  individually  that  there  had  been  a  distress  for 
rent. 

West  was  examined  as  a  witness,  and  said — "  I  am  a 
broker,  and  was  authorized  to  distrain  for  rent,  at  No.  2, 
Cooper's  Court — ^the  prisoner  was  not  present  when  I  made 
the  levy  in  his  room — ^I  did  not  see  the  prisoner  till  after 
this  occurred,  and  had  not  told  him  I  had  made  the  levy. 
His  wife  was  present  when  I  made  the  inventory — there 
were  hundreds  of  people  round  the  house — he  must  have 
known  I  had  distrained  for  his  rent.  After  the  blow  was 
struck,  he  said  the  tax-gatherer  had  desired  him>  if  any 
person  came  there,  to  eject  them,  as  he  could  get  no  taxes 
from  the  landlord — he  desired  him  to  pay  no  rent.  /  can- 
not  say  he  knew,  before  the  blow  was  struck^  that  I  had  dis- 
trained for  rent" 

Parke,  B.,  in  summing  up  the  case  to  the  jury  (inter 
alia),  observed. — You  will  have  to  say,  in  the  first  place, 
whether  you  are  satisfied  that  there  was  a  wound,  and 
then,  if  there  was,  whether  it  was  inflicted  with  any  of  the 


Sullivan. 
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Inteuts  mentioned  in  the  indictment.    The.  surgeon^s  evi-        iq^i^ 
denee  on  the  first  point  is,  that  there  was  a  wound,  and      ^*""*^'^     ' 
barely  a  wound.    There  is  no  proof  of  an  intent  to  maim  ». 

and  disable,  as  the  blow  was  aimed  at  the  head  of  the  pro- 
secutor; it  would  have  been  otherwise,  if  it  had  been  aimed 
at  his  arm  to  prevent  his  being  able  to  use  it.  The  ques- 
tion therefore  will  be,  whether  there  was  a  wounding  with 
intent  either  to  murder  the  prosecutor  or  to  do  him  some 
grievous  bodily  harm.  If  you  should  be  of  opinion  either 
that  there  was  not  a  wound,  or  that  it  was  not  inflicted 
with  either  of  those  intents,  then  you  will  have  to  say, 
whether  an  assault  has  or  has  not  been  committed;  and 
that  will  depend  upon  this  question,  whether  the  prosecu- 
tor and  his  party  were  trespassers  or  not.  It  is  somewhat 
doubtful  whether  the  prisoner  really  knew  that  his  goods 
had  been  distrained  for  rent;  but  it  seems,  from  the  evi- 
dence, that  he  must  have  had  some  suspicion  of  that  fact, 
as  he  said  afterwards  that  the  tax-gatherer  had  desired 
him,  if  any  persons  came  there,  to  eject  them.  Though  by 
law  parties  have  not  any  right  to  break  an  outer  door  in 
order  to  levy  a  distress,  yet,  if  they  are  turned  out,  they 
have  a  right  to  re-enter  by  breaking  the  door.  If  a  man 
finds  another  breaking  into  his  house,  he  has  a  right  to 
push  him  out,  and  to  use  as  much  force  as  is  necessary  for 
that  purpose;  but  he  has  no  right  to  use  such  a  weapon  as 
that  which  was  used  by  the  prisoner  in  this  case.  I  cannot 
present  the  case  to  you  as  a  case  of  less  than  an  assault — 
it  will  be  for  you  to  say  whether  it  is  more. 

Verdict — Guilty  of  assault.     Sentence,  nine 
months'  imprisonment. 

Heatan,  for  the  prosecution. 
C.  PhilUpSy  for  the  prisoner. 


CASES  AT  THE 


JUNE  SESSION,  1841. 

BEFORE  LORD  CHIEF  JUSTICE  TINDAL. 


June  I7ih.  Regina  V.  MThane,  Popham,  and  Donoohue. 

Where  three  X  HE  first  count  of  the  indictment  charged  the  prisoners 
fndicted  jointly  jointly  with  fcloniously  assaulting  George  Whatmow,  and 
for  cutting  and   cutting  and  wouudiug  him  with  intent  to  kill  and  murder 

wounding,  and        ^  ^  ° 

the  third  of  him. 

come  up  to  the  Ii^  the  sccoud  count  the  intent  was  charged  to  be  to 
2ne  of"the*firVt  ^^^  ^^^  disable  him;  and  in  the  third  count  to  do  him 
two  had  got       some  grievous  bodily  harm. 

away,  and  then 

kicked  the  pro-  The  prosccutor  was  a  police  constable ;  and  while  he  was 
wMonthe*  *  ^u  duty  in  Hooper-street,  Lambeth,  between  eleven  and 
^firT^ti'th'the  ^welve  o'clock  at  night,  on  the  17th  of  May,  he  was  pro- 
other,— it  was    ceeding  in  a  direction  towards  a  beer  shop  called  "the 

Iieldf  that  the       ___  n       t  t  1 1     t  ii-i 

two,  who  jointly  I^arm  House,  when  he  was  told  that  a  person  had  been 
prowcutor^nd  ro^^^d  of  his  watch  there.  He  went  on  towards  the  house 
wounded  him  at  fQj.  (jj^g  purpose  of  making  inquiries,  and  when  he  was 
found  guilty  about  ten  yards  from  the  door  the  prisoner  Popham  came 
felony  or  of  an  fro^i  a  brothel  opposite,  and,  saying — "You  shall  never 
rauM;d  **^  reach  the  house,"  struck  him  a  violent  blow  in  the  face 
prisoner  must    with  his  fist.     Popham  then  was  making  his  way  towards 

under  the  cir-       i      ■*  -,  •i»it 

cumstances  be  the  beer  shop,  when  the  prosecutor  seized  him  and  endea- 
gethcr!^  *  °"    voured  to  stop  him ;  upon  which  he  took  a  life-preserver 

out  of  his  breast  pocket  and  struck  him  with  it,  and 
knocked  off  his  hat.  He  then  struck  him  a  second  blow 
with  the  life-presenter,  which  severely  cut  his  head  about 
the  left  temple,  and  felled  him  to  the  ground,  but  he  still 
continued  to  keep  his  hold ;  and  while  they  were  struggling 
together  the  prisoner  MThane  came  from  the  beer-shop, 
and  struck  the  prosecutor  another  blow  on  the  face  with 
some  instrument,   which  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  life- 


M  Thane. 
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preserver  also.     The  prosecutor  still  retained  his  hold  of        ^g^^^ 
Popham^  but  MThane  gave  him  another  blow  across  the      ^ — v — ^ 
arm  with  the  same  weapon^  which  caused  him  to  lose  his  v. 

hold  of  Popham^  and  Popham  in  consequence  got  away. 
M^hane  then  struck  the  prosecutor  a  third  blow^  upon 
which  he  endeavoured  to  secure  him ;  and  while  he  was  so 
doings  the  other  prisoner  Donoghue  came  from  the  beer- 
shop  and  kicked  him  several  times  in  various  parts  of  the 
body  while  he  was  on  the  ground,  but  did  not  say  any- 
thing while  he  was  doing  so. 

Several  witnesses  were  called,  on  the  part  of  MThane, 
to  contradict  the  witnesses  for  the  prosecution. 

TiNDAL,  C.  J.,  in  his  summing  up,  told  the  jury,  that 
inasmuch  as  the  prisoners  were  jointly  charged  with  the 
offence  of  cutting  and  wounding,  and  as  it  appeared  that 
the  prisoner  Donoghue  did  not  come  up  until  after  the 
prisoner  Popham  had  got  away,  the  evidence  did  not  sus- 
tain the  charge  against  him ;  and  he  must  be  acquitted 
altogether  upon  this  indictment.  With  respect  to  the 
other  two  prisoners,  he  thought  that  the  first  count  of  the 
indictment  had  not  been  proved,  as  it  did  not  appear 
that  there  was  any  intention  to  take  away  the  life  of  the 
prosecutor.  They  would  therefore  have  to  say,  whether 
they  considered  that  the  prisoners,  Popham  and  MThane, 
wounded  him  with  intent  either  to  maim  and  disable  him, 
or  to  do  him  some  grievous  bodily  harm ;  if  they  did  so 
consider,  then,  they  would  find  them  guilty  upon  either 
the  second  or  third  counts ;  but  if  they  were  not  satisfied 
that  they  had  either  of  those  intents,  but  still  were  of 
opinion  that  they  struck  the  prosecutor  in  the  way  de- 
scribed by  the  evidence,  they  were  at  liberty  to  find  them 
guilty  of  an  assault  only. 

Verdict — Popham  and  MThane,  guilty 
upon  the  second  count;  Donoghue, 
not  guilty. 
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1841. 


Reg  IN  A 

r. 
MThanb. 


Clarkson,  for  the  prosecution. 
Payne,  for  the  prisoner  Popham. 
Horry,  for  the  prisoner  Donoghue. 
Chamock,  for  the  prisoner  MThane. 


AUGUST  SESSION,  1841. 


BEFORE    MR.   JUSTICE    COLERIDGE. 


Jug.  26th. 

If  one  man 
•trikes  an- 
other a  blow, 
that  other  has  a 
right  to  defend 
himself  and  to 
•trike  a  blow, 
in  hit  defence, 
but  he  has  no 
right  to  revenge 
himself;  and  if, 
when  all  the 
danger  is  past, 
he  strikes  a 
blow  not  neces- 
sary for  his  de- 
fence, he  com- 
mits an  assault 
and  battery. 


Regina  V.  Jeremiah  Driscoll. 

1  HE  prisoner  was  indicted  for  unlawfully,  maliciouslyi 
and  feloniously  assaulting  John  SuUivan,  on  the  15th  of 
August,  and  wounding  him  in  and  upon  the  left  side  of 
the  neck  and  left  cheek,  with  intent  to  do  him  some  griev- 
ous bodily  harm. 

It  appeared  that  the  prosecutor  and  the  prisoner  had 
some  dispute,  in  the  course  of  which  the  prisoner  called 
the  prosecutor  a  liar ;  whereupon  the  prosecutor  clenched 
his  fist  and  was  about  to  strike  him,  but  the  prisoner's 
wife  interposed,  and  pushed  him  down,  and  the  prisoner 
inflicted  on  him  the  injury  stated  in  the  indictment. 

Coleridge,  J.,  in  summing  up,  said — Kone  man  strikes 
another  a  blow,  that  other  has  a  right  to  defend  himself, 
and  to  strike  a  blow  in  his  defence,  but  he  has  no  right  to 
revenge  himself:  and  if,  when  all  the  danger  is  past,  he 
strikes  a  blow  not  necessary  for  his  defence,  he  commits 
an  assault  and  a  battery.  It  is  a  common  error  to  sup- 
pose, that  one  person  has  a  right  to  strike  another  who 
has  struck  him,  in  order  to  revenge  himself,  and  it  very 
often  influences  people's  minds;  and  I  have,  therefore. 
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thought  it  right  to  state  what  the  law  upon  the  subject         1341^ 
reaUy  is. 

Verdict — Guilty ;  sentence^  transportation 
for  fifteen  years. 

Doane,  for  the  prisoner. 


Reoina 

V. 

Driscoll. 


Begina  V.  TucKWELL  and  Perkins.  ^i,^.  2S<A. 

L  HE  prisoner  Tuckwell  was  indicted  for  stealings  on  the  A  servant  let  a 
16th  of  August,  thirty  sovereigns,  ten  half-sovereigns,  master'8"hou8c 
eighty  halfcrowns,  300  shillings,  thirty  sixpences,  fourteen  afternooiT'^^^d 
groats,  and  one  £5  bank  note,  the  monies  of  Henry  Leigh-  concealed  him 
ton  Mayo  Hawthorn,  in  his  dwelling-house,  and  the  pri-  in  order  that  he 
soner  Perkins  was  charged  with  inciting  him  to  commit  ho5se\'and^on 
the  felony.  ^^^  Sunday 

•'  ^  ^  ^  morning  left 

From  the  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  it  ap-  the  premises  in 
peared  that  the  prisoner  Tuckwell  had  been  town  traveller  the  previous 
to  the  prosecutor,  and  had  left  him  about  six  weeks ;  and  xhe'man'ln'th 

the  prisoner  Perkins  continued  in  his  employ  up  to  the  servant's  ab- 
sence broke 
time  of  the  robbery,  which  took  place  on  Sunday  the  15th  into  the  bed- 

of  August.  Tuckwell  was  let  in  by  Perkins,  on  the  after-  m^er  and*8toie 
noon  of  Saturday  the  14th,  and  remained  in  the  prosecutor^s  ^^®  <^ontents  of^ 
house  all  night.     Perkins  left  the  house  on  Sunday  morn-  -^'W*  that  the 

-^__,--  1T1  '11     1  .  man  who  took 

ing  about  1 1  o  clock,  and  did  not  return  till  the  evening ;  the  property 
and  during  his  absence  it  was  that  Tuckwell,  in  pursuance  box^waT  Hghtiy 
of  the  arrangement  between  them,  stole  the  prosecutor's  ^Jj.**^^*^  ^*  ® 

money  out  of  his  cash-box.  servant  who  let 

him  into  the 
house  as  an  ac« 

Montagu  Chambers,  for  the  prisoner  Perkins,  contended,  t^e  facL*^^^'^* 
that  he  was  wrongly  charged  as  an  accessory  before  the 
fact,  and  ought  to  have  been  charged  as  a  thief,  if  the 
evidence  was  correct.  He  contended  that,  according  to  the 
principles  of  law,  if  one  person  puts  another  into  a  condi- 
tion to  commit  a  particular  oflPence,  he  is  constructively 
present  at  its  commission.     He  referred,  in  support  of  his 
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Reoina 

V. 

TUCKWELL. 


argument,  to  Foster's  Crown  Law,  p.  351,  and  the  case  of 
Regina  v.  Jordan  and  Sullivan  {a). 

Coleridge,  J. — I  think  there  is  nothing  in  the  objec- 
tion. I  agree  with  the  doctrine  laid  down  by  Mr.  Justice 
Foster^  and  I  also  agree  with  the  decision  in  Jordan  and 
Sullivan's  case.  But  that  case  differs  from  the  present. 
There  the  party  took  a  part  in  the  crime  charged;  but  here 
the  crime  was  not  commenced  when  Perkins  left  the  pre- 
mises, and  did  not  commence  till  the  other  prisoner  went 
into  the  room  and  broke  the  cash-box  open. 

In  the  case  of  Jordan  and  Sullivan,  there  was  a  charge 
of  breaking  and  entering;  and  those  who  assisted  in  the 
breaking  were  considered  as  parties  engaged  in  the  com« 
mission  of  the  offence,  and  therefore  responsible  for  what 
occurred  afterwards. 


The  jury  found  both  prisoners  guilty. 

Payne,  for  the  prosecution. 

Montagu  Chambers,  for  the  prisoner  Perkins. 

C.  Chadmcke  Jones,  for  the  prisoner  Tuckwell. 


[Attomies — Walters  ^  Reeve,  and 


-.] 


(«)  7  Carr.  &  Payne,  p.  342.  In 
that  case  a  room  door  was  latched, 
and  one  person  lifted  the  latch  and 
entered  the  room  and  concealed 
himself  for  the  purpose  of  commit- 
ting a  rohhery  there,  which  he  af- 
terwards accomplished.  Two  other 
persons  were  with  him  at  the  time 
he  lifted  the  latch,  for  the  purpose 
of  assisting    him    to    enter,  and 


screened  him  from  observation  by 
opening  an  umbrella.  And  it  was 
held  that  the  two,  being  in  law 
parties  to  the  breaking  and  enter- 
ing, were  answerable  for  the  rob- 
bery which  took  place  afterwards, 
though  they  were  not  near  the  spot 
at  the  time  when  it  was  perpe- 
trated. 
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Reoina  v.  Joseph  Lyons  and  Rosetta  Lyons.  ^^^^  28M. 

X  HE  prisoners  were  indicted  for  feloniously  receiving  of  A  lad  stole  a 
a  certain  evil-disposed  person,  on  the  3rd  of  August,  31bs.  from  his  master, 
weight  of  brass,  value  Is.  6rf.,  of  the  goods  of  John  Womer-  ;°^»  ?/^''  •J.^*' 

^  '  ^  o  Ifggf^  taken  from 

ton,  well  knowing  the  same  to  have  been  stolen.  him  in  his  mas- 
It  appeared  that  a  brass  weight  had  been  stolen  by  a  lad  it  wot  restored 
in  the  employ  of  the  prosecutors;  and,  it  having  been  with'hiTmas- 
taken  from  him  by  another  servant  in  the  presence  of  one  *«'^'*  consent,  in 

"     ^  *  ^        ^       order  that  he 

of  the  prosecutors,  it  was  restored  to  the  lad  again,  in  might  sell  it  to 

order  that  he  might  take  it  for  sale  to  the  house  of  the  he  had  heen  in 

prisoner,  where  it  seemed  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  sell-  Jenin^^'g^nSfar 

ing  similar  articles  before.     The  lad  took  it  and  sold  it  articles,  which 

he  had  stolen 
for  10|J.  before.     The 

lad  did  sell  it  to 
the  man ;  and 

Doane,  for  the  prisoners,  objected  that,  at  the  time  when  [Jji^gj  ^p*"* 

the  brass  was  sold  by  the  lad  at  the  shop,  it  could  not  cejvingitofan 

be  considered  as  stolen  property,  it  having  been  restored  person,  well 

to  the  possession  of  the  owner,  and  by  him  given  to  the  havrbw "  ^° 

lad  to  enable  him  to  sell  it  in  order  to  detect  the  prisoners.  «*<>*«"»  ^^f  con- 

*  victed  and  sen- 

He  contended,  that   any  such  restoration,  for  however  tenced  to  be 

short  a  time,  was  sufficient  to  prevent  its  being  treated  af-  seven  years. 

terwards  as  stolen  property ;  because  it  was  in  law  in  the 

possession  of  the  master. 

Coleridge,  J.,  said,  that  for  the  purposes  of  the  day  he 
should  consider  the  evidence  as  sufficient  in  point  of  law 
to  sustain  the  indictment,  but  would  take  a  note  of  the 
objection.  His  Lordship  left  the  case  to  the  jury,  who 
found 

Joseph  Lyons,  Guilty;  and  Eosetta  Lyons, 
Not  guilty. 

C.  Phillips,  for  the  prosecution. 

Doane,  for  the  prisoners. 
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Though  his  Lordship  took  a  note  of  the  objection  at  the 
time,  yet  he  afterwards  sentenced  the  prisoner,  who  was 
convicted,  to  seven  years'  transportation;  the  matter  also 
was  subsequently  called  to  his  Lordship's  attention  by  the 
prisoner's  counsel,  yet  no  alteration  was  made  in  the  judg- 
ment  of  the  Court ;  from  which  it  is  to  be  inferred  that, 
upon  consideration,  his  Lordship  did  not  think  that  in 
point  of  law  the  objection  ought  to  prevail. 


SEPTEMBER  SESSION,  1841. 


BEFORE  MR.  JUSTICE  MAULE  AND  MR.  BARON  ROLFE. 


Sept.  25lh. 


A  servant  pre- 
tended  to  con- 
cur with  two 
who 


his  master's 
house.     The 
master  being 
out  of  town,  the 
servant  commu- 


Regina  V.  John  Johnson  and  Edward  Jones. 

X  HE  prisoners  were  indicted  for  burglariously  breaking 

and  entering  the  dwelling-house  of  Joseph  Drake,  about 
pressed  to  him  ten  in  the  night  of  the  29th  of  August,  and  stealing  therein 
thel^^nrrbbing  eighteen  spoons,  value  9/.  15*. ;  one  pair  of  sugar-tongs, 

value  10^. ;  and  one  basket,  value  6d.,  of  the  goods  of 

the  said  Joseph  Drake. 

It  appeared  that  a  lad  named  Cole,  who  was  groom  to 
nicated  with  the  -j^^.  Drake  the  prosccutor,  met  with  the  prisoner  Jones 

police,  and  act-  *  "^  ■*• 

ed  under  their    on  Thursday  the  26th  of  August,  and  they  entered  into 

instructions.  In  .  .  .1       t     t  /.1  it  •■• 

consequence  of  Conversation  about  the  badness  of  trade,  and  Jones  said 
after  Vo'ciock  *^^*  ^®  would  uot  blame  anybody  who  would  rob  another 
one  evening,      Jq  thcsc  hard  times,  and  asked  the  lad  where  his  master 

he  let  in  one  of 

the  persons  by  kept  his  plate,  and  being  told  said,  that  if  he  would  let 
but  before  that'  1^™  i^^^o  the  housc  he  would  give  him  £500.  They  made 
person  had        ^^  appointment   to  meet   again  on  Saturday  the  28th. 

taken  any  pro-  '^'^  °  *' 

perty  he  was     The  lad,  almost  immediately,  told  a  policeman  what  had 

seized  by  the 
police,  and,  a 

crowbar  being  found  upon  hiro,  was  immediately  placed  in  confinement.  After  this  the  servant 
went  out  again  and  fetched  the  second  person,  and  let  him  in  in  the  same  manner.  This  person 
was  seized  with  a  basket  of  plate  in  his  hand,  which  he  had  carried  from  the  kitchen  part  of  the 
way  up-stairs : — Heldy  that  neither  of  the  persons  could  be  convicted  of  burglary;  but  that  the 
one  who  was  seized  with  the  plate  might  be  convicted  of  stealing  in  a  dwelling-house,  and  abo 
that  the  other  might  be  indicted  as  an  accessory  before  the  fact  to  such  stealing. 


Johnson. 
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passed,  and  his  master  being  out  of  town  agreed  to  act        ig4i, 
under  the  directions  of  the  police,  in  order  to  detect  the      "tT"^ — ' 

/  ^  Reoina 

prisoner  Jones.     He  accordingly  met  him  on  the  Satur-  v. 

day,  and  arranged  to  meet  him  again  on  the  Sunday,  when 
they  met  with  the  other  prisoner  Johnson;  and  it  was 
arranged  that  Cole  should  get  the  other  servants  out  of 
the  way  and  admit  the  two  prisoners  to  the  house  on  the 
Sunday  evening.  In  the  mean  time  several  policemen  were 
secreted  in  the  prosecutor^s  house.  The  lad  Cole,  about  a 
quarter  past  nine  in  the  evening,  went  and  fetched  the 
prisoner  Johnson  to  the  house.  Cole  then  lifted  the  latch 
of  the  stable-yard  door  and  a  little  gate,  and  also  the 
kitchen  door,  and  let  Johnson  in,  and  followed  him  into 
the  back  kitchen.  Johnson  then  went  up  stairs,  and,  as 
he  was  about  to  open  the  door  of  the  room  in  which  the 
prosecutor's  iron  chest  was  deposited,  the  police  seized 
him  before  he  had  done  anything,  and  locked  him  up  in 
one  of  the  rooms  of  the  house.  A  few  minutes  after  he 
had  been  so  locked  up.  Cole,  who  had  been  out  to  fetch 
the  other  prisoner  Johnson,  brought  him  to  the  house  and 
let  him  in  in  the  same  way  as  he  had  let  in  Jones,  viz.  by 
opening  the  door  for  him.  Jones  went  into  the  back 
kitchen,  and  took  from  it  the  plate-basket  containing  the 
articles  of  plate  mentioned  in  the  indictment. 

Maule,  J.,  in  summing  up  (Rolfe,  B.,  being  present), 
said — It  appears  to  me  that  on  the  present  occasion,  ac- 
cording to  the  evidence,  there  was  no  such  breaking  as  to 
constitute  the  crime  of  burglary.  Cole,  the  groom,  it  is 
true,  appeared  to  concur  with  the  prisoners  in  the  com- 
mission of  the  offence.  But  in  fact  he  did  not  really  con- 
cur with  them,  and  he  acting  under  the  directions  of  the 
police  must  be  taken  to  have  been  acting  xmder  the  direc- 
tions of  Mr.  Drake  the  prosecutor.  Under  the  circum- 
stances of  this  case  the  prisoners  went  in  at  a  door  which, 
as  it  seems  to  me,  was  lawfully  open.  Therefore  neither 
of  them  was  guilty  of  burglary.     And  the  prisoner  John- 
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son,  if  not  guilty  of  burglary,  was  not  guilty  of  anything- 
that  is  charged  in  the  indictment,  because  he  was  in  cus- 
tody at  the  time  when  the  plate  was  taken. 

Verdict — Jones,  guilty  of  stealing  in  a  dwell- 
ing-house goods  above  the  value  of  £b; 
Johnson,  not  guilty  {a), 

Clarkson,  for  the  prosecution. 


Payne,  for  the  prisoners. 

(a)  Johnson  was  detained  to  be 
indicted  as  an  accessory  before  the 
fact  to  the  offence  of  which  Jones 


was  found  guilty,  and  was  tried 
and  convicted  before  Mr.  Baron 
Gumey  at  the  following  sessions. 


OCTOBER  SESSION,  1841. 


BEFORE  MR.  BARON  OURNBY. 


Oct,  29th.  Regina  V,  John  Odell  Rathbone. 

Suspicion  being  X  HE  first  count  of  the  indictment  stated  that  the  pri* 
against  a  leiter-  soucr,  being  employed  under  the  post-office  of  Great  Bri-* 
employ  of  the  *^^^  ^^^  Ireland,  feloniously  did  steal,  on  the  15th  of 
General  Post-     October,  a  Certain  post  letter  directed  and  addressed — ''Mr. 

Office,  an  as-  '  ^ 

sistant inspector  D.  M'Gowau,  16,  Windmill-strcet,  Haymarket,  London,'^ 

wrote  a  letter,  .••  •  At  •-i-ii^^  j  v« 

and,  having  in-  coutaimng  ouc  Sovereign,  the  said  letter  and  money  bemg 
marked  wte*  *^®  property,  goods,  chattels,  and  money  of  her  Majesty's 
reign,  sealed       Postmaster- General,  contrary  to  the  statute  &c.  (a). 

the  letter,  and  ^  ^ 

took  an  oppor- 
tunity, while  the  carrier's  back  was  turned,  to.  place  it  among  a  number  of  letters  which  he  waa 
engaged  in  sorting.  The  marked  sovereign  was  afterwards  found  in  the  letter  ^carrier's  pocket. 
The  sovereign  was  one  of  those  which  are  occasionally  found  on  the  floor  of  the  post-office, 
having  dropped  out  of  letters,  and  which  are  carried  to  a  fund,  which  is  under  the  directioD  of 
the  Postmaster  General.  The  letter-carrier  being  indicted  for  stealing  a  pat  letter  containing  a 
sovereign,  and  also  for  stealing  a  sovereign  the  property  of  the  Postmaster-General,  it  waa 
heldt  that  he  could  not  be  convicted,  under  the  circumstances,  of  the  more  serious  offence  of 
stealing  a  post  letter  containing  money ;  but  might  be  convicted  of  the  simple  larceny  of  the 
sovereign. 

(a)  1  Vict.  c.  31,  8.  26.  That  shall  steal,  or  shall  for  any  purpose 
section  enacts,  **  that  every  person  whatsoever,  emhezzle,  secrete,  or 
employed  under  the  post-office,  who      destroy,  a  pott  letter^  shall  in  Eng* 
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In  the  second  count  he  was  charged  with  embezzUnfi  the 
letter  and  money. 

In  the  third  count  he  was  charged  with  secreting  a  poat 
letter,  &c. 

In  the  fourth  count,  with  destroying  a  post  letter. 

In  the  fifth  count,  with  stealing  from  and  out  of  a  post 
letter. 

And  in  the  last  coxmt,  with  stealing  a  sovereign  the  pro- 
perty of  her  Majesty's  Postmaster-General. 

The  prisoner  was  a  letter-carrier  in  the  employ  of  the 
General  Post-Office,  and  assisted  in  delivering  letters  in 
the  Golden  Square  district^  in  which  district  the  street  to 
which  the  letter  was  addressed  is  situated.  Suspicions 
were  entertained  that  he  did  not  duly  deliver  the  letters 
entrusted  to  him,  and  the  following  plan  was  adopted  to 
discover  whether  he  did  or  not.  One  of  the  assistant  in- 
spectors of  the  letter-carriers,  on  the  14th  of  October, 
enclosed  a  marked  sovereign  in  a  letter  addressed  to  Mr. 
M'Gowan  in  Great  Windmill-street.  He  sealed  the  letter, 
and  marked  it  as  if  it  had  been  put  into  the  post  in  the 
regular  way  as  a  paid  letter;  and  on  the  following  morn- 
ing, while  the  letters  were  being  sorted  at  the  office  in 
Golden  Square,  where  the  prisoner  was  employed,  an  op- 
portunity was  taken  of  his  momentary  absence  to  place  it 
in  a  heap  of  letters  which  he  was  about  to  sort,  and  which 
he  had  to  deliver  that  dav.     He  was  afterwards  seen  to 
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land  and  Ireland  be  guilty  of  felony, 
and  in  Scotland  of  a  high  crime 
and  offence,  and  shall,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Court,  either  be  trans- 
ported beyond  the  seas  for  the  term 
of  seven  years,  or  be  imprisoned  for 
any  term  not  exceeding  three  years, 
and  if  any  such  poU  letter ,  so  stolen 
or  embezzled,  secreted  or  destroyed, 
ihall  contain  therein  any  chattel,  or 
money  whatsoever,  or  any  valuable 
security,  every  such  offender  shall 

VOL.  1. 


be  transported  beyond  the  seas  for 
life." 

Sect.  27,  of  the  same  statute, 
enacts,  "  that  every  person  who 
shall  steal,  from  or  out  of  a  post 
lettery  any  chattel,  or  money,  or 
valuable  security,  shall,  in  England 
and  Ireland,  be  guilty  of  felony, 
and  in  Scotland  of  a  high  crime  and 
offence,  and  shall  be  transported 
beyond  the  seas  for  life." 

N.  P. 
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1841.        return  to  his  seat  and  take  the  letter  into  Iiis  poaaeasion. 

^T"*^^ — '      The  letter  was  not  delivered  among  the  rest  by  the  pri- 

•.  Boner^  whose  duty  it  was  to  deliver  it ;  and  in  the  course 

RathbonEj 

of  the  same  day  the  prisoner  was  questioned  upon  the  sub- 
ject,  given  into  custody^  and  searched^  and  the  marked 
sovereign  was  found  in  his  pocket. 

It  appeared  that  the  sovereign  was  one  of  those  which 
are  occasionally  found  on  the  floor  of  the  (General  Post- 
Office,  having  dropped  out  of  letters;  they  are  collected 
and  deposited  with  one  of  the  officers  of  the  post-office^ 
and  form  a  fund  which  is  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  pub- 
lic, under  the  direction  of  the  Postmaster-General. 

Clarkson,  for  the  prisoner,  cobtended  that,  as  the  letter 
containing  the  sovereign  had  not  been  regularly  put  into 
the  post  office  for  the  purpose  of  being  transmitted  by  the 
post,  but  having,  on  the  contrary,  been  placed  in  the  heap 
of  letters  which  were  about  to  be  sorted,  for  the  purpose 
of  trying  the  honesty  of  the  prisoner,  it  could  not  be  con- 
sidered as  a  post  letter.  He  also  contended  that  the  pri- 
soner could  not  be  convicted  of  larceny,  because  the  sove- 
reign could  not,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  be 
treated  as  the  property  of  the  Postmaster-General,  whose 
property  alone  it  was  stated  to  be  in  all  the  counts  of  the 
iztdictment. 

GuRNEY,  B.,  was  of  opinion  that  the  latter  objection  was 
not  sustainable,  but  that  the  first  was  a  fit  objection  to  be 
reserved  for  the  opinion  of  the  fifteen  Judges :  and  as  the 
Attorney-General  for  the  prosecution  did  not  object  to 
both  points  being  submitted  to  the  Judges,  his  Lordship 
absented  to  that  course. 

Sir  F.  Pollock,  A.  G.,  Shepherd,  Bullock,  and  R.  Gumey, 
for  the  prosecution. 

Clarkson,  for  the  prisoner. 

[Attorn ies — Peacocks,  and  — — •] 
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In  the  ensuing  session  Mr.  Baron  Parke  delivered  the         iq^i^ 
jndgment  of  the  Court  as  follows  : —  "" — v — " 

Reoina 

John  Odell  Rathbone :  You  were  tried  at  the  last  ses-  ». 

Rath  BONK. 

sion  of  the  Central  Criminal  Courts  upon  an  indictment 
which  charged^  that  you,  being  a  person  employed  under 
the  post-office,  did  steal  a  certain  post  letter,  addressed 
and  directed  to  a  person  named  M'Gowan,  living  in  Wind- 
mill-street; which  letter  contained  one  sovereign.  There 
was  also  a  count  in  the  indictment,  charging  you  with 
stealing  a  sovereign,  the  property  of  her  Majesty's  Post- 
master-General. Upon  some  doubts  suggested  on  your 
trial  by  the  learned  counsel  on  your  behalf,  the  case  was 
reserved  for  the  opinion  of  the  Judges;  and  the  Judges 
have  taken  the  case  into  their  consideration. 

It  appeared,  by  the  evidence,  that  you  were  employed 
as  a  letter-carrier  by  the  General  Post-Office,  and  that 
Windmill-street  was  in  your  district.  On  some  suspicion 
attaching  to  you,  a  marked  sovereign  was  put  into  a  letter 
— not  a  letter  put  in  the  ordinary  way  into  the  post-office, 
but  among  other  letters  distributed  to  you  to  be  carried 
out. 

The  objection  was,  that  it  was  not  a  "post  letter,'^  or  a 
letter  put  into  the  post;  and  the  Judges  are  unanimously 
of  opinion  that  that  objection  must  prevail,  the  statute 
only  applying  to  letters  put  into  the  post  in  the  ordinary 
way. 

But  there  was  another  count  in  the  indictment,  charging 
you  with  a  simple  larceny;  that  is,  with  stealing  a  sove- 
reign, the  property  of  her  Majesty's  Postmaster-General. 
That  sovereign  you  certainly  stole;  for  that  sovereign,  the 
marked  sovereign,  was  found  in  your  possession.  It  ap- 
pears that  it  was  a  sovereign  which  had  accidentally  fallen 
out  of  a  letter  in  the  post-office;  and  such  a  sovereign 
must  be  considered,  in  point  of  law,  as  the  property  of  the 
Postmaster-General,  all  the  persons  in  the  office  being  his 
servants.  And  we  are  all  of  opinion  that  the  sovereign  is 
correctly  described  in  the  indictment,  as  the  sovereign  of 
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the  Postmaster-General — it  was  his  sovereign  against  all 
the  world,  except  the  owner  of  it.  The  Judges,  therefore, 
are  of  opinion  that  you  were  properly  convicted  of  the  simple 
larceny,  in  stealing  this  sovereign;  and,  looking  at  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  the  Judge  who  tried  you  is  of 
opinion  that  the  justice  of  the  case  will  not  be  answered 
unless  we  pronounce  upon  you  as  severe  a  sentence  as  the 
law  permits,  considering  that  you  are,  in  a  moral  point  of 
view,  guilty  of  the  offence  as  much  as  if  you  had  stolen  a 
post  letter.  The  sentence,  therefore,  is,  that  you  be  trans- 
ported for  seven  years. 


Regina.  v.  David  Henry  Gilchrist. 

L  HE  first  count  of  the  indictment  charged  the  prisoner 
with  stealing,  on  the  20th  of  September,  at  the  parish  of 
St.  Ann  and  Agnes,  four  warrants  and  orders  for  the  pay- 


October  29th, 

A  person  was 
indicted  for 
stealing  four 
warrants  and 
orders  for  the 

payment  of  mo-  j^qj^^  q{  moucy:  to  wit,  for  £&  each,  and  of  the  value  of 

ney.     In  one  ^  ^  r  / 

count  they         £5  cach,  the  property  of  Edward  Williams.     The  second 

were  called 

**  warrants  and  couut  dciscribed  the  papers  as  four  warrants  and  orders  for 
paym^enTofmo-  *^^  payment,  and  of  the  value,  of  £5  each,  commonly 
ney"  merely ;     called  post-oflScc  moucy  Orders,  and  stated  them  to  be  the 

in  another,  m 

"  warrants  and   property  of  Joscph  Baker.     The  third  count,  charged  the 

orders  for  the  •  ••i       j      t         n  ^      ^.^  *a»        xi.    ^    •     ^ 

payment  of  mo-  pnsoucr  With  stcaung  four  valuable  securities,  that  is  to 
caned*^°™T-**°*^  say,  four  warrants  and  orders,  commonly  called  post-office 
office  money      monev  Orders,  and  described  them  as  the  property  of  her 

orders ;"  and  in  .  r     r       j 

a  third  count,     Majesty's  Postmaster-General. 

■cribeTaT '^foiir       Joscph  Baker  was  called  as  a  witness  for  the  prosecution. 

valuable  securi-  He  Said : — "  I  am  a  corporal  in  the  56th  regiment  of  foot 

ties,  that  IS  to  ^  ° 

say,  four  war- 
rants and  orders  for  the  payment  of  money,  commonly  called  post-office  money  orders."  They 
purported  to  be  signed  by  the  postmaster  of  Shrewsbury,  and  were  addressed  "  To  the  Posi'Office, 
London."  The  form  of  the  body  of  them  was,  "Credit  the  person  named  in  my  letter  of  advice 
the  sum  of  £5,  and  debit  the  same  to  this  office:" — Held^  that  the  instruments  were  both  war- 
rants and  orders  for  the  payment  of  money :  and  also  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  consider, 
whether  they  were  in  such  a  form  as  to  require  a  stamp  under  the  general  Stamp  Act ;  because 
it  was  the  practice  of  the  post-office  to  issue  them  unstamped,  and  that  practice  was  sanctioned 
and  legalised  by  the  statute  3  &  4  Vict.,  c  96. 
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On  the  17th  of  September,  I  was  quartered  at  the  Ship         jg^i^ 
public-house,    in  Charles-street,   Westminster.      I   have      ^ — ^^ — ' 
known  the  prisoner  about  five  weeks.     On  the  17th  of  v. 

September,  he  wrote  a  letter  for  me,  for  the  purpose  of  ^'^c"'^"''- 
my  father-in-law  sending  me  £20  to  get  my  discharge; 
after  he  had  written  it,  he  read  it  over;  it  appeared  to  be 
the  letter  I  had  directed  him  to  write;  he  did  not  read 
this  postscript  over  to  me: — 'I  have  changed  my  place  of 
residence  to  Mr.  Rutf  s  eating-house,  Charles-street,  West- 
minster; so  please  direct,  Mr.  Baker,  at  Mr.  Butt^s  eating- 
house,  Charles-street,  Westminster.'  He  had  written 
eight  or  nine  letters  for  me  before,  and  the  answers  were 
always  directed,  'Corporal  Baker,  Ship,  Charles-street, 
Westminster.'  I  expected  an  answer  to  this  letter  on 
Monday;  he  wrote  it  on  Friday;  no  answer  came  for  me 
to  the  Ship.  On  the  23d  of  September,  I  went  to  the 
place  where  the  prisoner  generally  lodged,  at  the  Essex 
Serpent,  Charles-street.  I  found  he  had  left  there;  they 
had  not  seen  him  since  Monday.  I  then  went  to  the 
Greneral  Post-OflSce,  and  inquired  if  any  money  orders  had 
been  brought  in  the  name  of  Baker,  and  found  four  orders 
there.  I  never  authorized  the  prisoner  to  receive  the 
orders  for  me/' 

Eliza  Baker  said, — "  I  am  the  last  witness's  wife.  In  Sep- 
tember last,  I  was  staying  with  my  father,  Edward  Williams, 
at  Shrewsbury.  I  received  the  letter  produced  while  I  was 
there;  and,  in  consequence  of  it,  I  sent  to  my  husband 
four  post-office  orders  for  £5  each;  the  orders  now  pro- 
duced are  those  I  sent;  I  sent  them  to  the  address  men- 
tioned in  that  letter  on  Saturday  morning,  the  18th  of 
September.  I  got  them  from  the  post-office  at  Shrews- 
bury, by  paying  the  money  there.  I  put  the  letter  into 
the  post-office  about  half-past  one  o'clock  on  the  Satur- 
day. I  signed  my  husband's  name  on  the  orders,  because 
I  knew  he  could  not  write."  Mrs.  Baker  afterwards  said, — 
"  I  paid  the  £20  at  the  post-office  at  Shrewsbury,  and  the 
postmaster  gave  me  these  orders.     He  wrote  them  while  I 
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1841.         stopped  there;  he  was  inside  his  office;  I  could  not  see 
^ — ^ — ^      what  he  did.^' 

V.  It  appeared,  from  the  testimony  of  other  witnesses,  that 

the  prisoner  obtained  the  letter,  containing  the  orders, 
from  the  landlady  of  Rutt^s  coflFee-house,  on  the  Monday, 
the  20th  of  September;  and,  on  the  same  day,  they  were 
paid  to  some  person,  representing  himself  to  be  Baker,  by 
a  clerk  in  the  money  order  office,  at  the  General  Post- 
Office.     On  the  subject  of  the  payment,  this  clerk  said, — 
^'  On  the  20th  of  September,  I  received  this  letter  of  ad- 
vice, now  produced,  from  Shrewsbury  post-office;  in  pur- 
suance of  that  letter,  I  paid  these  four  orders  of  £5  each ; 
I  should  not  know  the  person  to  whom  I  paid  them/'     He 
afterwards  said,  that,  in  paying  money  orders,  he  always 
trusted  to  the  letter  of  advice.     The  signature  to  the  or- 
ders and  that  to  the  letter  of  advice  did  not  appear  to  be 
in  the  same  hand-writing;  and  some  of  the  witnesses  dif- 
fered in  opinion  as  to  which  was  the  actual  signature  of 
the  postmaster  himself.     No  person  was  called  as  a  wit- 
ness who  had  ever  seen  the  postmaster  of  Shrewsburr 
write;  but  several  witnesses  said,  they  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  acting  upon  such  signatures  as  those  to  the  docu- 
ments produced,  in  the  payment  of  money  orders. 

The  form  of  the  orders  was  as  follows : — 

"  In  cases  where  personal  attendance  is  inconvenient,  if 
the  receipt  below  is  properly  signed  by  the  person  to  whoa 
the  order  is  made  payable,  and  the  party  presenting  dbe 
order  for  payment  can  afford  full  information  as  to  dbe 
Christian  name,  surname,  address,  and  occupation  of  the 
person  who  originally  obtained  the  order,  payment  will  be 
made  to  the  party  presenting  the  order ;  but,  unless  thcK 
conditions  are  strictly  complied  with,  it  will  be  refused." 

'"  Post-office,  Shrewsbury,  Sept.  18,  1841, 
"No.  1181. £5. 

"  Credit  the  person  named  in  my  letter  of  advice  tW 
sum  of  Five  pounds,  and  debit  the  same  to  this  office. 

«  To  the  Post-Office,  "  John  W.  Towers^ 

I^o"^<^°"  "  Postmaster," 
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"  The  CfamtiaD  and  mmaine  of  the  party  to  whom  the 

order  ia  made  payable,  must  be  written  here  at  full  length. 

"  Beceived  the  above.      (Signature)    Joseph  Baker." 


The  letter  of  advice  which  related  to  the  orders  in  qucs* 
tion,  was  an  follows : — 

"  Advice  of  Money  Orders  drawn  by  the  Post -Office  of  Shrews- 
bury upon  the  Post-Office  at  London,  on  the  )8th  of  Sept.  1841. 


Ai». 
-If 

NatHeo/Perion 

Amount  qf 

In  thtte  Columnt  mutl  be  flaltd  the  Namt.  Ad- 
dreu,  and  Occupation  or  Catling  a/  Ikt  Parts 
paging  in  Ihe  Monty,  and  oblaimng  the  Order. 

ChrUlianl  S-ir- 
Namr.  \  Namr. 

Ordfr. 

Name.  '  A-amf.    1       ^''•''^'"■ 

OreKpaUoinu 
catling. 

IIBI 

Jmeph 

Biker 

0 

0 

1183 
11S3 

jD«ph 

Jo»ph 

Bsker 
Baker 

I 

0 

0 

0 

Ed^urd 

WiUiamt 

Maidol     .     .     . 

Surgeon. 

1184 

Jo.eph 

Babei 

B 

D 

a 

1188 

M.  A. 

Ferrer 

5 

0 

M.ry 

Willianii 

Abbfy  Foregate 

Lady. 

1192 

Jaha 

J.... 

2 

0 

0 

Diviil 

l<n,t%     . 

llowardSlrcel  . 

fi,OC». 

"  This  advice  must  be  signed,  both  by  the  postmaster  who 
draws  the  order  and  by  the  postmaster  upon  whom  it  is 
drawn,  and  the  latter  must  not  fail,  after  having  entered 
the  particulars  in  his  money  order  book,  to  forward  it,  by 
the  very  first  post  after  its  receipt,  to  the  chief  money  order 
office  of  the  kingdom,  in  which  is  situated  the  town  where 
such  order  was  granted,  viz,  to  Loudon,  if  the  order  is 
granted  in  England,  to  Dublin,  if  granted  in  Ireland,  and 
to  Edinburgh,  if  granted  in  Scotland,  in  obedience  to  the 
printed  instructions  on  the  subject.  If  any  correspond- 
ence arises  from  neglect  in  forwarding  this  letter  of  advice 
accordiug  to  these  regulations,  the  postmaster  guilty  of 
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8uch  omission  will  be  charged  with  the  postage;  and^  in 
the  event  of  further  irregularity,  he  will  be  reported  to  the 
Postmaster-General/' 

*:ic*  "A  duplicate  advice  for  each  order  miist  invariably 
be  forwarded  to  the  capital  of  the  country,  or  the  post 
town  of  which  the  order  is  issued." 

darksorif  for  the  prisoner. — The  letter  of  credit,  without 
something  else,  would  be  of  no  use  to  any  one :  it  is  not 
negotiable,  and  it  neither  orders  nor  warrants  the  payment 
of  money.  The  words  are, — "  Credit  the  person  named  in 
my  letter  of  advice  the  sum  of  five  pounds,  and  debit  the 
same  to  this  oflSce;"  and  it  is  signed,  "  J.  W.  Towers,  post- 
master," and  addressed  to  the  Post-Office,  London;  and 
although  it  may  be  the  course  of  office  to  pay  to  other  per- 
sons, I  submit  that  the  instrument  itself  is  no  warrant  or 
authority  to  do  so.  The  instrument  on  which  the  autho- 
rity arises  may  or  may  not  be  within  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, but  that  instrument  never  came  into  the  possession 
of  the  prisoner.  There  is  no  provision  for  the  larceny  of 
any  request  for  the  payment  of  money,  but  only  of  a  re- 
quest for  the  delivery  of  goods.  The  double  allegation  in 
the  first  two  counts,  that  the  prisoner  stole  "  four  warrants 
and  orders"  renders  each  of  those  counts  bad.  But  if  I 
am  wrong  in  that  position,  and  they  should  elect  to  rely 
upon  one  description  only,  yet  I  contend  that  the  instru- 
ment itself  does  not  come  under  the  description  of  either 
a  warrant  or  an  order. 

Shepherdy  for  the  Crown. — ^The  doctrine  as  to  electing 
only  applies  to  difierent  transactions;  but  here  it  is  one 
transaction,  and  whichever  description  does  not  apply  may 
be  rejected  as  surplusage.  As  to  the  objection,  that  the 
instrument  is  not  an  order,  but  only  a  letter  of  credit; 
the  word  credit  is  explained  by  the  rest  of  the  document. 
The  word  order  is  used  in  various  parts,  as,  for  instance, 
*'  The  Christian  and  surname  of  the  party  to  whom  the 
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order  is  made  payable^  &c.;''  and  although  the  word  credit        134^^ 
is  used^  yet^  on  the  whole,  it  is  evidently  meant  for  an 
order. 


Reoina 

V. 

Gilchrist. 


B.  Crumey,  on  the  same  side. — It  is  said  that  the  first 
two  counts  are  bad  for  duplicity;  but  it  is  every  day's 
practice  to  use  such  descriptions.  A  party  is  often  charged 
with  cutting  and  wounding,  and  so  a  thing  may  be  de- 
scribed as  a  warrant  and  order.  There  was  a  case  before 
Mr.  Justice  IMtkdaley  where  there  were  two  counts  for 
shooting  two  difierent  persons,  and  it  was  held,  that  the 
prosecutor  could  not  be  called  on  to  elect,  because  it  was 
all  one  transaction. 

Charkson,  in  reply. — That  case  decides  the  proposition  in 
my  favour,  as  there  was  not  a  statement  in  the  same  Court 
of  shooting  at  A.  and  B.  both,  but  in  one  of  shooting  at 
A.,  and  in  another  of  shooting  at  B.  The  ofience  charged 
here  is  not  stealing  an  order  and  stealing  a  warrant,  but 
stealing  both  a  warrant  and  an  order,  and  all  in  one  count. 
If  the  first  two  counts  are  bad  on  this  ground,  then,  the 
third  will  not  be  available,  for  the  instruments  are  clearly 
not  valuable  securities,  nor  are  they  the  property,  as  laid 
in  that  count,  of  the  Postmaster-General. 

GuRNBY,  B. — I  do  not  think  it  very  material  to  call 
upon  the  counsel  for  the  prosecution  to  elect,  for  I  have 
no  doubt  about  this  being  a  warrant  for  the  payment  of 
money,  and  I  am  strongly  inclined  to  think  that  it  is  an 
order;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that,  cither  as  the  one  or  the 
other,  it  is  a  valuable  security. 

Clarkam  then  addressed  the  jury  for  the  prisoner,  and 

Gurnet,  B.,  having  summed  up  the  case,  the  prisoner 
was  found  guilty. 
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1841.  Sir  F.  Pollock y  A.  G.,  Shepherd,  Bullock,  and  R.  Gwmey, 

^''~'^^^      for  the  prosecution. 

Reoina  -^ 

Gilchrist.  Clarkson,  for  the  prisoner. 

[Attornies — Peacocks,  and ]. 


The  case  was  reserved  for  the  opinion  of  the  fifteen 
Judges,  and  in  Michaelmas  Term  it  was  argued  by  Adol- 
phus  for  the  Crown,  and  by  Clarkson  for  the  prisoner  (a). 

On  the  4th  December  in  the  ensuing  Session,  Parks, 
B.,  pronounced  the  judgment  of  the  Court  as  follows : — 

^^  David  Henry  Gilchrist,  you  were  tried  at  the  last  Ses- 
sion of  the  Central  Criminal  Court,  upon  an  indictment 
containing  several  counts.  One  of  those  counts  charged 
you  with  stealing  four  valuable  securities,  that  is  to  say, 
four  warrants,  and  orders  for  the  payment  of  the  sum  of 
£5  each,  commonly  called  '  post-office  money  orders,' 
then  and  there  sent  by  the  post,  and  which  orders  respec- 
tively were  the  goods,  chattels,  and  property  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty^s  Postmaster-General.  There  was  another  count, 
which  charged  that  you  stole  four  of  these  warrants  and 
orders,  the  goods,  chattels,  and  property  of  Joseph  Baker. 
On  your  trial  the  facts  proved  to  be  these: — A  person  of 
the  name  of  Baker,  a  corporal  in  the  army,  being  desirous 
of  obtaining  his  discharge  from  the  army,  got  you  to  write 
a  letter  for  him  to  his  father-in-law,  who  was  living  at 
Shrewsbury,  in  order  to  obtain  from  him  the  sum  of  £20, 
to  purchase  his  discharge  from  his  regiment  with  that  sum. 
Baker,  it  appeared,  could  not  write,  and  he  employed  you 
to  write  the  letter.  You  accordingly  wrote  it,  and  in  it 
you  desired  that  the  money  might  be  sent,  not  to  the  place 
where  Baker  resided,  but  to  another  place,  where  it  ap- 
peared you  afterwards  went  to  receive  the  letter  containing 
what  was  said  to  be  an  order,  and  appropriated  it  to  your 

(a)  The  substance  of  the  argu-      that  it  has  not  been  thought  neces- 
ment  is  so   clearly  stated  in  the      sary  to  insert  it  here, 
judgment  of  the   learned  Judge, 
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own  use.  Therefore,  there  is  no  doubt  that  you  stole  what-        ig4i, 
ever  the  letter  contained  that  was  sent  from  Shrewsbury. 

But  these  objections  were  taken,  that  what  was  con-  v. 

OiLCHRIST 

tained  in  that  letter  was  not  a  money  order. 

It  appears  to  be  the  practice  of  the  post-office,  when  a 
person  wishes  to  remit  money  from  one  place  to  another, 
that  the  postmaster  of  the  place  receives  the  sum  of  money 
to  be  sent,  and  then  sends  a  letter  of  advice  to  the  post- 
office,  where  the  money  is  to  be  received,  containing  an 
account  of  all  the  sums  drawn  by  the  office  at  the  place, 
payable  at  another  place  on  a  certain  day.  And  he  puts 
into  that  letter  of  advice  the  name  of  the  person  who  is  to 
receive  the  money.  On  this  occasion  the  name  of  Joseph 
Baker,  he  being  the  person  intended  to  receive  the  money, 
was  inserted  in  the  letter  of  advice  of  the  four  several  sums 
of  £6  each.  The  person  who  paid  it  in  at  the  post-office 
at  Shrewsbury,  received  what  is  contended  to  be  the  money 
order,  which  is  in  these  terms: — 

*^  Post-Office,  Shrewsbury,  September  18,  1841. 

"  Credit  the  person  named  in  my  letter  of  advice  the 
sum  of  five  pounds,  and  debit  the  same  to  this  office,^'  pur- 
porting to  be  signed  by  the  postmaster  at  Shrewsbury, 
addressed  "  To  the  Post-Office,  London,"  and  under  it  is  a 
receipt,  which  the  person  receiving  the  money  from  the 
post-office  is  to  sign. 

Now  it  being  clearly  established  that  you  had  stolen 
this  piece  of  paper,  said  to  be  an  order,  the  first  objection 
made  upon  the  trial  and  afterwards  argued  before  the 
Judges,  was,  that  this  was  not  an  order  for  the  payment  of 
money.  The  Judges  are,  however,  unanimously  of  opinion, 
that  this  is  an  order  for  the  payment  of  money.  The 
objection  was,  that  it  was  an  order  by  the  postmaster,  but 
was  not  drawn  on  any  one.  But  the  Judges  are  of  opinion, 
that  the  designation  or  address  of  this  order  is  sufficient 
authority  to  the  persons  who  carry  on  business  at  the  post- 
office  in  London,  and  therefore  that  objection  cannot 
prevail. 
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1841.  ^^  ^^  aIso  objected^  tliat^  if  this  instrument  was  a  mo- 

^^""^''"^      ney  order,  it  was  an  instrument  requiring  a  stamp.    Upon 
t^.  that  question  the  Judges  did  not  consider  it  necessary 

to  decide.  The  answer  to  that  objection  was,  that,  al- 
though this  was  a  money  order,  it  was  not  a  money  order 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Stamp  Act,  but  a  bill  of  ex- 
change for  the  payment  of  money  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Stamp  Act;  for  no  stamp  is  imposed  except  upon 
bills  of  exchange  or  orders  for  the  payment  of  money  jmy-^ 
able  to  the  person  named  in  the  order  or  bearer  (which 
was  not  the  case  here,  for  it  was  payable  to  a  person  named 
in  another  document),  or  except  delivered  to  the  payee,  or 
some  person  on  his  behalf.  Some  of  the  Judges  were  of 
opinion  that  this  instrument  could  not  be  considered  as 
delivered  to  the  payee  or  any  person  on  his  behalf,  because 
it  was  delivered  to  the  father-in-law  of  Baker  at  Shrews- 
bury, who  advanced  the  money,  and  who  had  it  in  his 
power  to  send  this  post-office  order  or  not,  as  he  pleased, 
by  letter.  However,  the  Judges  are  of  opinion  that  it  is 
unnecessary  to  decide  that  point ;  but  this  being  the  usage 
of  the  post-office,  they  were  of  opinion  that  it  was  sanc- 
tioned and  legalized  by  the  statute  3  &  4  Vic.  c.  96,  which 
statute  provides,  that  the  mode  of  remitting  money  orders 
which  then  prevailed  should  have  continuance  so  long  as 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  should  think  fit.  They 
were  of  opinion  that  that  statute  sanctioned  and  legalized 
the  prevailing  practice,  and  that  this  was  a  good  money 
order  notwithstanding  the  want  of  a  stamp. 

The  learned  Counsel  for  you  before  the  Judges  urged 
some  other  objections.  One  was,  that  the  indictment  was 
not  correct  because  it  was  uncertain,  for  that  the  third 
count,  as  well  as  the  second,  was  for  stealing  four  warrants 
and  orders  (not  saying  how  many  orders)  for  the  payment 
of  the  sum  of  £5  each.  The  Judges  are  all  of  opinion 
that  what  is  meant  by  the  indictment  is,  that  you  stole 
four  instruments  or  four  valuable  securities,  each  of  which 
is  both  a  warrant  and  an  order ;  and  putting  that  construe- 
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tion  upon  the  indictment^  they  arc  of  opinion  that  the         1341, 
instrument  you  stole  was  a  warrant  and  order.     They  are      \,  ^     " 

....  Reoina 

of  opinion  it  is  an  order  as  well  as  a  warranty  because^  _  v. 
assuming  the  post-master  had  paid  this  order^  the  docu- 
ment itself  delivered  up  to  him  would  be  a  warrant,  which 
would  be  a  discharge  from  the  person  to  whom  he  had  to 
account  for  the  post-office  money.  Therefore,  they  are  of 
opinion,  that  the  counts  of  the  indictment  are  not  uncer- 
tain, meaning  that  these  are  instruments  having  both  cha- 
racters, and  that  the  count  is  proved. 

Another  objection  was  ako  made,  which  was,  that  there 
was  no  proper  proof  that  this  was  a  regular  post-office 
order,  for  it  appeared  that  the  signature  of  Mr.  Towers 
the  postmaster  to  the  order  and  the  signature  to  the 
letter  of  advice  were  different,  and  it  was  said  that  both 
of  them  could  not  be  correct.  The  persons  in  the  post- 
office,  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  corresponding  offi- 
cially with  the  postmaster,  were  of  opinion  that  one  of  the 
instruments  was  in  the  hand-writing  of  the  postmaster, 
but  there  being  a  difference  between  that  and  the  letter  of 
advice,  it  was  said  that  was  a  proof  that  the  order  was  not 
in  the  hand-writing  of  the  postmaster  of  Shrewsbury.  And 
this  objection  might  have  been  fatal,  if  it  \f  ere  necessary 
that  this  order  should  be  in  the  hand-writing  of  the  post- 
master, but  the  Judges  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  neces- 
sary it  should  be  in  the  hand-writing  of  the  postmaster 
himself;  it  is  enough  that  it  is  in  the  hand-writing  of  the 
postmaster  or  some  person  authorized  by  him  to  sign. 
There  is  no  proof  that  the  practice  of  tlie  post-office  re- 
quired it  should  bear  his  personal  signature.  There  was  evi- 
dence that  this  document  was  handed  by  the  post-office 
people  at  Shrewsbury  to  the  person  who  received  the  money 
orders,  and  we  are  of  opinion  that  there  is  sufficient  proof 
that  this  was  authorized  by  the  postmaster.  For  these 
reasons  all  the  arguments  supported  with  great  zeal  and 
ingenuity  by  yoiu*  learned  Counsel,  have  failed.  It  is  my 
duty,  therefore,  to  pass  the  sentence  upon  you.     It  is  a 
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1841.         ^^^  serious  offence^   and  one  accompanied  with  much 
"T"*'     '      fraud  and  falsehood.     You  pretended  to  be  the  friend  of 
V.  Baker ;  you  had  heard  that  he  was  desirous  of  obtaining 

his  discharge^  and  you  contemplated  by  fraud  depriving 
him  of  the  whole  of  that  money  which  he  was  so  to  receive. 
Looking  at  all  the  circumstances  of  this  case^  it  is  impos- 
.  sible  my  duty  can  be  adequately  discharged,  without  pass- 
ing upon  you  as  severe  a  sentence  as  the  law  permits  for 
this  offence,  and  that  sentence  is  that  you  be  transported 
beyond  the  seas  for  the  term  of  seven  years. 


NOVEMBER  SESSION,  1841. 

BEFORE  LOUD  DENMAN,  C.  J. 


Dec.  2nd,  Regina  V.  WiLLiAM  Henry  Mence. 


The 


A  «crvant  being  ±  HE  prisoner  was  indicted  for  stealing,  on  the  28th  of 

ter,  and  a  pen-  October,  a  Certain  post  letter  containing  a  penny,  the  pro- 

thVpostage  at  a  P®^^  ^^  ^^^  Majcsty^s  Postmaster-Grcneral,  being  at  the 

receivinghouse,  ^imc  a  Dcrson  employed  under  the  post-office  of  Great  Bri- 

found  the  door  *^  ^     *'  *^ 

shut;  and,  in      tain  and  Ireland  (a).    There  were  other  counts,  varying  the 

consequence,  /•  i      •        xi.        i. 

put  the  penny     manner  of  laying  the  charge. 

ter'lTnJfasfen-       ^^om  the  evidence  it  appeared,  that  a  person  named 

ed  it  in  by         Morgan,  living  in  Drury  Lane,  having  occasion  to  send  a 

means  of  a  pin,  t»   •       i  •  1.1 

and  then  put  letter  to  a  persou  residing  at  Bristol,  gave  it  to  a  female 

the  iinpaid"iet-  servant  to  take  to  the  post,  and  at  the  same  time  gave 

ter-box.    A  jj^  ^  penny  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  postage.     The 

the  General  servant  went  to  the  post-office  in  Drury  Lane,  but  findine 

Post-Office  r  ^  o 

stole  this  letter 

with  the  penny  in  it: — //e/</,  that  he  might  be  convicted  of  stealing  a  post  letter  containing 
money,  although  the  money  was  not  put  into  the  letter  for  the  purpose  of  being  conveyed  by 
means  of  it  to  the  person  to  whom  it  was  addressed.  But  see  the  case  of  Regina  ▼.  Rdthbone, 
mote,  p.  220. 

(a)  See  the  statutory  provisions  applicable  to  this  case  in  the  notes 
to  Retina  v.  Rathbone,  ante,  p.  220. 
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the  sliop  shut,  put  the  penny  inside  the  letter,  and  fastened         1841^ 
it  with  a  pin,  and  dropped  it  into  the  letter-box,  intending      ""^""^^ — ' 

Rkgina 

that  the  penny  should  be  apphed  for  the  payment  of  the  v. 

postage* 

The  prisoner  was  a  messenger  in  the  General  Post-Office, 
St.  Martin's4e-Grand,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  20lh  of 
October,  he  was  on  duty  in  the  inland  office,  and  engaged 
with  another  messenger  in  stamping  and  preparing  the 
letters  firom  the  receiving  houses.  The  other  messenger  ob- 
served among  the  letters  one  with  some  coin,  or  something 
heavy  in  it,  and  a  pin  at  the  back  of  it :  this  letter  the 
prisoner  contrived  to  get  into  his  possession,  while  the  at- 
tention of  the  other  messenger  was  diverted  from  him,  and, 
on  the  constable  of  the  post-oflSce  being  sent  for,  after  a 
severe  struggle  it  was  taken  from  him. 

Clarkaon,  for  the  prisoner,  in  his  address  to  tlie  jury, 
suggested,  that  this  letter  might  not  be  considered  by  them 
as  a  money-letter,  and,  if  so,  they  might  acquit  the  prisoner 
of  the  more  serious  part  of  the  charge. 

Lord  Denman,  C.  J.,  in  summing  up,  told  the  jury  that, 

in  his  opinion,  the  letter  came  within  the  description  in 

the  act  of  Parliament,  viz.  a  letter  containing  money;  and 

although  the  money  was  not  put  in  for  the  purpose  of  its 

being  conveyed  in  the  letter  to  the  country,  yet  that  it  was 

in  fact  money  contained  in  the  letter;  and  though  it  was 

only  of  small  amount,  yet  the  intention  of  the  prisoner, 

and  the  breach  of  trust,  and  the  dishonesty  committed  by 

him,  were  the  same  as  if  the  money  had  been  of  larger 

amount,  and  had  been  enclosed  in  ihe  letter  to  be  sent 

into  the  country  (a). 

Verdict — Guilty. 

Adolphus,  a6d  Bodkin,  for  the  prosecution. 
Clarkson,  for  the  prisoner. 

lAiionnes—Peacocksf  and  Flower,^ 

(a)  See,  howeveri  on  this  point  the  reason  of  the  decision  in  Regina  v. 
Ratkbane,  ante,  p.  220. 
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BEFORE  MR.  BARON  PARKE. 


Dee.  Zrd.        ReGINA   V.  JoHN    RiCHARD    PACKARD^    JoSEPH    PACKARD, 

AND  Alfred  Kennett. 
An  indictment    MANSLAUGHTER.— The  indictment  stated,  that  the 

for  manslaugh- 
ter stated  that    three  prisoners,  on  the  5th  of  November,  at  &c.,  did  gwe, 

gave^aSni^nfs-  administer,  and  deliver  to  one  Michael  Aungier  divers 
tered,  and  deli-  large  and  cxcessive  quantities  of  spirituous  liquors  mixed 

▼ered  to  one  °  ^  r  i 

M.  A.  divers  with  water,  and  also  divers  large  and  excessive  quanti- 

cessive  quanti-  ties  of  wiuc  and  portcr,  to  wit,  one  pint  of  brandy  mix- 

andwater'wine  ^  ^^^^  Water,  ouc  pint  of  rum  mixed  with  water,  one 

and  porter,  and  pint  of  gin  mixed  with  Water,  two  quarts  of  wine,  called 

induced,  pro-  .  '  ^ 

cured,  and  per-  port  wiuc,  and  ouc  quart  of  porter,  and  then  and  there 

suaded  him  to  •.    o  ^^  ^/*t*-tf:t»j  * 

drink  them;  the  unlawfully  and  felouiously  did  induce,  procure,  and  per- 
ftc/fiSfWiil?  *«^^^  the  said  Michael  Aungier  to  take,  drink,  and  swal- 
io  cause  death,    low  dowu  iuto  his  bodv  the  said  quantities  of  spiritu- 

which  they  well  ,.  .       ,      .  ,  ,     « 

knew.   It  then  ous  liquors  mixed  With  water,  and  of  wine  and  porter;  the 

M.  A.,  by  their  ^^^  quantities  &c.  being  then  and  there,   when  taken, 

drank*&c"  and  ^''^^^^  ^^^  swallowcd  by  the  Said  M.  A.,  likely  to  cause  and 

became  greatly  procure  his  death,  and  which  they  the  said  J.  R.,  J.  P.,  and 

tempered  &c.;  A.  K.,  then  and  there  well  knew;  and  that  the  said  M.  A. 

was  so,  the  pri-  ^^^  then  and  there,  by  means  of  the  said  inducement,  pro- 

soners  Msauited  curcmcnt,  and  persuasion,  &c.,  take,  drink,  and  swallow 

him  to  go  into,  dowu  into  his  body  the  said  large  quantities  &c.,  so  given 

confined  him  in  &c.  unjto  him  as  aforcsaid,  by  means  whereof  the  said  M. 

dro*i^e"Md 'cTr"-^  ^*  *^®^  *^^  *^®^®  became  and  was  greatly  drunk  and  in- 

ried  him  about 

in  it  for  two  hours,  and  thereby  greatly  shook  and  knocked  him  about,  by  means  whereof  he 
became  mortally  sick,  &c.,  and  of  the  said  large  and  excessive  quantities  fkc,  and  of  the  said 
drunkenness  &c.  occasioned  thereby,  and  of  the  said  shaking  &c.,  and  of  the  sickness  and  dis- 
temper occasioned  by  it,  he  infttantly  died.  The  deceased  was  a  man  in  possession  under  the 
sheriff;  and  one  of  the  prisoners,  of  whose  goods  he  was  in  possession,  assisted  by  his  brother 
and  a  friend,  plied  the  man  with  liquor,  themselves  drinking  freely  also,  and  when  he  was  very 
drunk  put  him  into  a  cabriolet  and  caused  him  to  be  driven  about  the  streets ;  and  about  two 
hours  aher  he  had  been  put  into  the  cabriolet  he  was  found  dead: — Heldf  that,  if  it  were  essen- 
tial to  prove  that  the  prisoners  knew  that  the  liquors  were  likely  to  cause  death,  the  case  would 
be  one  of  murder  and  not  of  manslaughter,  but  that  such  allegation  was  not  a  material  pan  of 
the  indictment,  but  might  be  dismissed  from  the  jury's  consideration:— /feM,  also,  that  if  the 
prisoners,  when  the  deceased  was  drunk,  put  him  into  a  cabriolet  and  drove  him  about  in  order 
to  keep  him  out  of  possession,  and  by  so  doing  accelerated  his  death,  it  would  be  manslaughter. 
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toxicated,  sick^  and  greatly  distempered  in  his  body,  and  ^34^^ 
while  he,  the  said  M.  A.,  was  so  drunk,  &c.,  as  aforesaid, 
they,  the  said  J.  R.  P.,  J,  P.,  and  A.  K.,  did  then  and  there, 
to  wit^  on  &c.,  at  &c.,  make  an  assault  on  him,  the  said 
M.  A.,  and  then  and  there  unhiwfully  and  feloniously/or(;e</ 
amd  compelled  him  to  go,  and  put,  placed,  and  confined  him 
m  a  certain  carriagey  to  wit,  a  cabriolet,  and  then  and  there 
drove  and  carried  him  abotU  therein  for  a  long  time,  to  wit, 
for  two  hours  then  next  following,  and  therein  and  thereby 
then  and  there  greatly  shook,  threw,  pulled,  and  knocked 
about  the  said  M.  A,  by  means  whereof  the  said  M.  A.  then 
and  there  also  became  mortally  sick  and  greatly  distem- 
pered in  his  body;  of  which  said  large  and  excessive  quan- 
tities of  the  said  spirituous  liquors  &c.,  so  by  him  the  said 
M.  A.  taken  &c.,  as  aforesaid,  and  of  the  said  drunkenness 
fcc.  occasioned  thereby,  and  of  the  said  shaking  &c.,  and 
of  the  said  sickness  and  distemper  occasioned  thereby,  he 
the  said  M.  A.  then  and  there  instantly  died.  The  indict- 
ment concluded  with  an  allegation  in  the  usual  form,  viz. — 
''that  the  said  J.  R.  P.,  J.  P.,  and  A.  K.,  the  said  M.  A., 
m  manner  and  form  aforesaid,  unlawfully  and  feloniously 
did  kill  and  slay,'^  &c. 

Ciarkson,  in  his  opening  address,  after  stating  the  facts, 
contended,  that,  if  the  prisoners  had  an  unlawful  design  to 
get  the  deceased  out  of  the  house,  and  in  the  prosecution 
of  that  design  caused  his  death,  they  must  be  found  guilty 
of  the  offence  of  manslaughter. 

The  facts  of  the  case  were  as  follows: — The  prisoner, 
John  Richard  Packard,  was  a  chemist  in  Drury  Lane;  and 
on  the  5th  of  November,  1841,  an  officer  of  the  Sheriff  of 
Middlesex  named  Hamblyn,  ha\ing  a  warrant  against  his 
goods,  executed  it  about  twelve  at  noon,  and  left  the  de- 
ceased, Michael  Aungier,  in  possession  for  him.  Aungier, 
according  to  the  evidence  of  Hamblyn,  was  a  man  in  good 
health,  about  sixty  years  of  age,  and  was  quite  sober  at  the 
time  he  was  left  on  the  premises,  about  one  o'clock  in  the 

VOL.  I,  R  N.  P. 
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1841.        ^7*    ^^^  deceased  rcmamed  in  the  kitchen  of  the  house, 
and  was  quite  sober  up  to  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening. 
9.  At  that  time  John  Richard  Packard  went  into  the  kitchen, 

and  the  deceased  asked  him  for  a  glass  of  gin.  He  replied, 
— "  Very  well,  you  shall  have  it;"  but  instead  of  a  glass  of 
gin,  gave  him  a  glass  of  rum  and  water,  which  he  drank. 
About  half-past  nine  J.  R.  Packard  asked  him  to  go  into 
the  parlour.  A  lad,  who  was  in  the  service  of  John  Rich- 
ard Packard,  described  what  took  place  after  this  as  fol- 
lows:— '^I  went  into  the  room  and  found  master,  Mr. 
Joseph  Packard,  and  the  officer  there,  and  the  maid  ser- 
vant— ^the  prisoner  Kennett  was  not  there  then — there 
was  spirits  on  the  table  in  tumblers,  and  wine  glasses  too; 
there  was  no  wine  on  the  table  then.  I  cannot  say  whe- 
ther there  was  wine  in  the  wine-glasses.  They  appeared  to 
be  drinking.  The  officer  did  not  seem  to  have  anything  the 
matter  tvith  him  then.  About  half  an  hour  after  I  was 
called  in  again — the  same  glasses  were  on  the  table  as  I 
had  seen  before ;  there  was  rum  in  the  officer's  tumbler — 
there  was  some  red  wine  on  the  table  in  tumblers,  and 
rum  and  water  as  well,  and  there  was  gin  and  water — 
master  kept  gin  in  that  room  in  a  gallon  stone  bottle, 
which  was  in  the  cupboard — the  spirits  had  been  poured 
out  of  the  stone  bottle  into  the  tumblers — ^the  same  per- 
sons were  still  at  the  table,  with  the  maid  servant,  and 
Kennett  was  there  the  second  time  I  went  in — he  had  come 
about  ten  o'clock.  When  I  went  in  the  second  time,  mas- 
ter sent  me  with  a  note  to  the  Grarrick's  Head  public- 
house^  which  I  took — it  was  about  ten  o'clock.  A  man 
returned  with  me  to  the  house — master  gave  him  an  order 
for  supper  for  four,  to  be  brought  at  half-past  twelve 
o'clock ;  the  glasses  were  still  on  the  table — the  rum  and 
wine  were  also  kept  in  stone  bottles — some  of  the  glasses 
were  empty,  and  some  full;  they  appeared  to  be  drinking 
continually;  I  was  in  and  out  of  the  room  from  then  till 
half-past  twelve,  and  the  materials  for  drinking  were  stUl 
on  the  table,  and  they  appeared  to  be  still  drinking ;  the 
supper  came  at  half-past  twelve,  and  two  bottles  of  red 
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wine  in  decanters;  I  placed  them  on  the  table;  all  the  three         |g4|^ 
prisoners  were  at  that  time  sitting  round  the  table,  with       "^ — ' 

.         ,  -  -  ..  T  .       -.  ,  Reoina 

the  deceased  and  maid-servant;  I  waited  at  supper;  tlie  v. 

maid-servant  supped  with  them;  I  saw  red  wine  given  to 
the  officer;  the  maid-servant  drank  wine  as  well  as  them- 
selves; there  was  no  spirits  on  the  table  then;  I  fetched 
two  more  bottles  of  red  wine  during  supper,  by  master's 
directions,  about  one  o'clock,  making  four  bottles;  it  was 
all  drunk  except  a  very  little  at  the  bottom  of  the  decanter; 
it  was  all  drunk  in  wine  glasses;  three  pints  of  porter  were 
sent  for,  that  was  not  all  consumed;  there  was  very  little 
left;  I  cleared  the  table  after  supper:  after  the  table  was 
cleared,  the  maid-servant  took  something  out  of  the  cup- 
board in  stone  bottles,  by  master's  directions;  only  one 
bottle  was  brought  out  while  I  was  there;  I  cannot  tell 
whether  it  was  gin  or  rum;  when  I  went  into  the  room 
again,  I  saw  some  spirits  in  tumblers;  it  appeared  to  be 
rum;  what  was  in  the  officer's  tumbler  was  red;  it  was 
nearly  full;  they  were  still  round  the  table,  and  continued 
drinking  there  for  about  half  an  hour  after  I  cleared  the 
supper  away;  that  would  make  it  about  half-past  one 
o'clock;  I  went  into  the  room  again  at  the  end  of  that 
time;  the  officer  was  then  very  tipsy,  and  did  not  appear 
able  to  help  himself;  master  directed  me  to  go  and  fetch  a 
cab;  Mr.  Kennett  joined  in  that  order;  the  prisoner,  Jo- 
seph Packard,  was  present  at  the  time;  after  getting  the 
cab,  I  went  into  the  room  and  told  master  I  had  got  it; 
my  master  and  Mr.  Kennett  lifted  the  officer  down  stairs 
into  the  httle  room  behind  the  shop  called  the  surgery;  he 
did  not  appear  at  all  able  to  help  himself  at  that  time ; 
master  put  a  smelling-bottle  to  his  nose  in  the  surgery,  and 
said,  "This  will  do  you  good;"  the  deceased  made  no  an- 
swer to  that;  I  do  not  know  whether  he  was  able  or  not; 
they  then  lift;ed  him  up  stairs  again,  and  put  him  on  the 
sofa;  he  remained  there  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour ;  the 
cab  was  waiting;  I  saw  some  water  in  a  tumbler,  and  some 
spirits  put  into  it  by  Mr.  Kennett ;  my  master  and  Joseph 
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1841.         Packard  were  in  the  room;  they  gave  the  tumbler  to  the 
man  while  he  laid  on  the  so&;  they  put  it  to  his  month; 
9.  he  took  it ;  he  remained  on  the  sofiA  about  a  quarter  of  an 

Packard,      j^^^.  ^^^^  ^^  ^^   Keunett  then  carried  him  down 

stairs;  Joseph  Packard  followed  them  down;  they  lifted  him 
into  the  cab,  and  shut  the  door ;  master  and  Mr.  Kennett 
went  with  the  cab,  and  Joseph  Packard  stopped  at  home; 
it  was  about  three  in  the  morning  when  the  cab  went 
away;  my  master  and  Kennett  returned  in  about  half  an 
hour;  I  went  to  bed  about  four  o'clock,  and  got  up  be- 
tween eight  and  nine/' 

The  cab-driver  said, — "  About  half-past  three,  the  three 
prisoners  came  to  me,  and  said,  there  was  a  friend  of  thein 
rather  tipsy;  they  wished  me  to  drive  him  home;  they 
gave  me  a  glass  of  brandy  and  water;  they  all  three  spoke 
to  me;  after  that,  two  of  the  gentlemen,  I  cannot  say 
which,  brought  a  person  down  stairs  very  tipsy;  I  did  not 
see  the  third;  they  assisted  the  man  down  stairs  by  his 
arms;  he  seemed  very  tipsy;  they  took  him  up  stairs  again. 
He  was  brought  down  in  about  twenty  minutes;  I  cannot 
say  which  brought  him  down;  the  three  gentlemen  were 
there ;  he  was  in  a  very  helpless  state ;  two  of  the  gentle- 
men assisted  him  into  the  cab,  and  the  same  gentlemen 
went  with  me  on  the  box ;  the  third  remained  in  the  shop. 
I  was  directed  by  one  of  them  to  go  to  the  Hummums,  in 
Covent  Garden ;  when  I  got  there,  they  both  got  down, 
and  told  me  to  take  the  deceased  to  No.  18,  Chancery 
Lane,  giving  me  half-a-crown;  they  did  not  open  the 
door  of  the  cab,  or  take  any  notice  of  the  man  inside ; 
they  left.  I  drove  to  No.  18,  Chancery  Lane;  knocked, 
but  could  not  procure  admission ;  I  staid  there,  trying  to 
get  in,  five  or  ten  minutes ;  I  then  tried  to  arouse  the  man 
in  the  cab,  but  could  make  no  sense  of  him ;  I  drove  back 
to  the  house  in  Drury  Lane,  and  rang  the  night  bell  three 
or  four  times,  but  could  not  get  any  answer.  I  then  took 
him  to  Bow  Street  office ;  he  was  then  crouched  down  at 
the  bottom  of  the  cab ;  I  lifted  him  on  the  seat,  and  went 
to  the  inspector,  and  stated  the  case  to  him,  leaving  the 
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man  on  the  seat  of  the  cab ;  he  groaned  at  that  time^  or  1841, 
made  some  noise ;  the  inspector  conld  not  interfere^  and 
I  went  round  to  Drury  Lane  again,  with  the  man  in  the 
cab,  and  rang  the  bell,  but  could  not  make  any  body  hear ; 
I  brought  him  back  to  Bow  Street,  took  him  out,  and  put 
him  on  the  step  of  a  door,  and  waited  till  a  policeman 
came  up,  which  was  two  or  three  minutes ;  I  cannot  say 
whether  he  was  alive  or  not  when  I  put  him  on  the  step ; 
he  was  in  a  very  helpless  state ;  the  poUceman  looked  at 
him,  and  said  he  was  dead ;  we  took  him  to  the  station  on 
a  stretcher ;  I  went  with  a  policeman  to  Drury  Lane  again 
between  four  and  five,  and  rang  the  bell,  but  nobody  an- 
swered ;  as  I  retmmed  to  Bow  Street,  about  five  in  the  morn- 
mg,  with  the  policeman,  I  saw  Joseph  Packard  and  Een- 
nett;  I  pointed  them  out  to  the  inspector,  who  took  them/' 
Two  surgeons  were  called  as  witnesses.  They  had  made 
a  post-mortem  examination  of  the  body  of  the  deceased. 
After  a  long  examination  and  cross-examination,  one  of 
them  was  asked  by  the  Court  this  question,  with  reference 
to  the  deceased : — "  Supposing  he  had  a  quantity  of  spirits 
and  water  and  port  wine,  together  with  his  food,  and  after- 
wards was  placed  in  a  cab,  and  driven  about  from  place  to 
place,  looking  at  the  state  of  his  body  after  death,  what 
should  you  attribute  his  death  to?''  The  answer  was, — "I 
should  be  fearful  that  such  treatment  had  accelerated  his 
death.''  The  other,  in  answer  to  a  similar  question,  re- 
tamed  a  sinular  answer. 

Montagu  Chambers,  for  the  prisoner  John  Richard  Pack- 
ard.— ^This  seems  to  be  a  case  of  first  impression.  I  have 
not  been  able  to  find  any  case  like  it  in  its  circumstances, 
and,  therefore,  we  must  refer  to  first  principles.  I  do  not 
dispute  the  general  rule  of  law,  that  if  a  person,  in  com- 
mitting an  unlawful  act,  causes  the  death  of  another,  he 
IB  guilty  of  manslaughter.  After  referring  to  Mr.  Justice 
Foster's  work  on  the  Crown  Law,  p.  258,  he  proceeded 
thus : — This  raises  the  first,  but  not  the  most  important 
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1841.        question  in  this  case^  viz.,  what  may  be  said  to  amount  to 
^ — ^^^     an  act  done,  whether  it  be  malum  in  se  or  malum  prohibitum 
V.  merely.     If  the  prisoners  unlawfully  got  the  deceased  out 

of  possession,  and,  in  so  doing,  did  an  act  not  likely  to 
occasion  death,  it  might  be  merely  malum  prohibitum,  and 
not  malum  in  se,  and  they  might  not,  in  such  case,  be 
guilty  of  manslaughter.     But  I  submit  that  the  material 
allegation  in  the  indictment  is  not  made  out  by  the  evi- 
dence.    It  is  averred  that  the  prisoners  administered  to 
the  deceased,  and  also  persuaded  him  to  take,  divers  large 
quantities  of  spirits,  &c.,  being,  when  taken,  likely  to  cause 
and  procure  his  death.     This,  I  apprehend,  is  a  material 
averment;  and  that  which  follows  is  also  material — and 
which  the  said  J.  R.  Packard,  J.   Packard,  and  Alfired 
Kcnnett,  then  and  there  well  knew.     You  must  be  satisfied 
that  the  prisoners  well  knew  that  the  spirits  and  water  &c. 
which  the  man  took,  were  likely  to  procure  his  death. 
This,  I  apprehend,  you  will  negative,  as  it  is  inconsistent 
with  the  evidence,  and  would  be  a  most  uncharitable 
thing.    These  are  not  mere  inducements,  but  material 
statements  of  the  cause  of  death,  just  as  much  as  if  a  spe- 
cial verdict  had  been  found,  comprizing  these  facts  among 
others.    The  indictment  then  avers,  that  the  deceased  be- 
came sick  and  distempered  &c.,  and  that  the  prisoners, 
after  this,  made  an  assault  upon  him,  and  forced  and  com- 
pelled him  to  go  into  a  cabriolet,  Sec.  kc.     I  submit,  that, 
in  order  to  find  the  prisoners  guilty,  you  must  find  that 
they  persuaded  the  deceased  to  drink,  well  knowing  that 
what  he  drank  was  likely  to  cause  death ;  and  that  they, 
when  he  was  intoxicated,  forced  him  into  the  cabriolet,  and 
shook  him.     If  there  was  a  fourth  cause,  such  as  the  large 
quantity  of  solid  food ;  or  a  fifth,  viz.  water  in  the  ven- 
tricle ;  or  a  sixth,  the  adhesion  of  the  scull-bone  to  the 
dura  mater;  you  cannot  find  that  the  death  was  occa- 
sioned by  the  three  first-mentioned  causes,  or  either  of 
them.    The  answer  to  the  question  which  I  put  to  the 
fiiurgeon  on  the  subject  of  dinner  parties  is  material,  be- 
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cause  it  does  not  follow  that  a  man  who  presses  another  to  1941. 
take  more  than  is  good  for  him  is  to  be  made  answerable 
for  the  offence  of  manslaughter.  There  is  no  pretence^ 
firom  the  circumstances  of  the  case^  for  saying  that  there 
was  any  original  intention  to  get  the  man  out  of  possession 
by  making  him  tipsy.  There  was  nothing  more  at  first 
than  incautious  kindness ;  and^  when  they  were  all  drunk^ 
they  played  the  joke  of  sending  him  to  the  sheriff's  officer 
with  their  compliments ;  for  it  is  proved  that  the  sheriff^s 
officer^  Thompson^  lived  in  Chancery  Lane^  and  on  the 
same  side  of  the  way  as  No.  18^  though  not  at  that  num- 
ber; and  a  mistake  in  the  number  wiU  not  be  sufficient  to 
ahew  any  bitterness  against  the  deceased  on  the  part  of 
the  prisoners.  If  they  had  any  such  object  as  getting  him 
out^  they  mighty  in  a  few  minutes^  very  easily  have  put 
some  narcotic  into  his  beer^  which  would  have  sent  him 
asleep  for  a  time^  without  doing  him  any  serious  injury ; 
and  they  might  then  have  removed  the  goods ;  and  he^  on 
coming  to  himself^  would  have  found  that  his  possession 
was  of  no  use.  Up  to  the  time  of  the  man's  deaths  there 
is  nothing  which  shews  a  preconceived  determination  to  do 
an  unlawful  act.  The  prisoners  did  no  more  than  act  im- 
prudently^ and  cannot^  therefore,  be  con\'icted  of  man- 
slaughter. 

C.  C,  Jones  addressed  the  jury  for  the  prisoner  Kennett, 
and  Chamock,  for  Joseph  Packard. 

Parke^  B.^  in  summing  up,  (after  some  observations  as 
to  the  nature  of  the  proceeding),  said, — In  order  to  con- 
vict the  prisoners  at  the  bar,  you  must  be  satisfied^  first, 
that  the  officer  owed  his  death  to  the  act  or  neglect  of  the 
parties  accused;  and^  secondly,  that  the  act  or  neglect  is 
properly  described  in  the  indictment.  If  the  act  were 
such  as  to  denote  wickedness  and  maliciousness  of  mind, 
it  would  amount  to  murder;  but  if  merely  negligence, 
then  only  to  manslaughter  (a).      You  must   be   satisfied 

(a)  See  Rex  v.  Marriott^  8  Carr.  &  Paynci  p.  425. 
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1841.        ^^^^  ^^^  species  of  death  described  in  the  indictment  has 
"*■  V    ^      been  proved  by  the  evidence;  and  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
V.  sisting  you  in  your  conclusion  on  these  matters^  I  will  call 

your  attention  to  what  is  stated  in  the  indictment.  [The 
learned  judge  then  read  the  whole  of  the  indictment,  and 
then  observed] — ^With  reference  to  the  allegation  that  the 
prisoners  well  knew  that  the  quantity  of  liquor  taken  was 
likely  to  cause  deaths  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  evi- 
dence of  this ;  and  it  seems  to  be  admitted  on  all  hands, 
that  they  did  not  know  what  was  likely  to  be  the  eflfect 
produced  by  the  intoxication  of  the  deceased.  It  is  not 
necessary  to  prove  the  whole  of  what  is  contained  in  this 
indictment;  but  some  part  of  what  is  properly  alleged 
ought  to  be  proved.  I  agree  that  if  it  were  essential  to 
prove  that  the  prisoners  knew  that  the  liquors  were  likely 
to  cause  the  death  of  the  deceased,  that  you  could  not  find 
your  verdict  against  the  prisoners.  Such  a  finding  would 
make  the  offence  approach  to  murder;  and,  certainly, 
there  is  no  evidence  to  sustain  that  imputation.  You  wiU, 
therefore,  dismiss  that  part  of  the  indictment  firom  your 
consideration,  and  see  whether  there  arc  proper  and  suffi- 
cient allegations  in  the  rest  of  the  indictment  to  consti- 
tute the  ofiencc  of  manslaughter,  and  whether  those  alle- 
gations are  made  out  by  the  evidence.  Should  that  be  the 
case,  you  may  find  the  prisoners  guilty ;  and,  in  the  event 
of  your  so  doing,  should  I  have  any  doubt  whether  the 
indictment  would  be  sufficient  without  the  allegation  I 
have  referred  to,  I  can  then  reserve  that  point  on  behalf  of 
the  prisoners. 

The  first  question  will  be,  whether  the  prisoners,  or  any 
of  them,  put  the  deceased  into  the  cabriolet;  and  upon 
this,  I  think,  nothing  need  be  said.  If  you  are  of  opinion 
that  they  did,  then  the  questions  will  be : — ^first,  whether 
they,  or  any  of  them,  were  guilty  of  administering  or  pro- 
curing the  deceased  to  take  large  quantities  of  liquor  for 
an  unlawful  purpose ;  or  whether,  when  he  had  taken  it, 
they  put  him  into  the  cabriolet  for  an  unlawful  purpose. 
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If  you  think  that  the  three  prisoners^  or  one  of  them^         |g^j^ 
made  him  excessively  drunk  to  enable  the  prisoner,  John       ^ — v^-^ 
Bichard  Packard^  to  prevent  the  completion  of  the  execu-  v. 

tion;  or,  if  you  are  satisfied  that  the  object  of  the  prison- 
ers, or  any  of  them,  was  otherwise  unlawful,  and  that  the 
death  of  the  deceased  was  caused  in  carrying  their  unlaw- 
ful object  into  effect,  they  must  be  found  guilty.  The 
simple  fact  of  persons  getting  together  to  drink,  or  one 
pressing  another  to  do  so,  is  not  an  unlawful  act,  or,  if 
death  ensue,  an  offence  that  can  be  construed  into  man- 
slaughter ;  and,  if  what  took  place  in  the  present  instance 
was  reaUy  and  solely  for  the  purpose  of  good  fellowship, 
for  making  merry,  or  causing  the  misfortunes  of  the  elder 
Packard  to  be  forgotten,  though  the  act  was  attended  with 
death,  this  will  not  be  a  case  of  manslaughter.  Upon  the 
first  question  I  have  stated,  it  will  be  essential  to  make 
out  on  this  indictment  that  the  prisoners  administered  the 
Uquor  with  the  intention  of  making  the  deceased  drunk, 
and  then  getting  him  out  of  the  house;  and  if  that  be 
doubtful,  still,  if  you  think  that,  when  he  was  drunk,  they 
removed  him  into  the  cabriolet  with  the  intention  of  pre- 
venting his  returning,  and  death  was  the  result  of  such 
removal,  the  act  was  unlawful,  and  the  case  will  be  a  case 
of  manslaughter.  If,  however,  you  think  they  all  got 
drunk  together,  and  that  afterwards  he  was  put  into  the 
cabriolet  with  an  intention  that  he  should  take  a  drive 
only,  that  was  not  an  unlawful  object,  such  as  I  have  de- 
scribed, and  the  prisoners  will  be  entitled  to  an  acquittal ; 
or,  if  you  entertain  a  conscientious  doubt  as  to  their  real 
object,  you  ought  also,  on  that  ground,  to  acquit  them. 
[His  Lordship  then  stated  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
and  proceeded.]  The  first  point  to  be  decided  is,  whether 
the  acts  of  the  prisoners,  whatever  may  be  their  character, 
were  the  cause  of  the  death  of  the  deceased.  As  to  that, 
you  are  to  look  to  the  evidence  of  the  surgeons,  and  see 
whether  those  acts  caused  the  death  of  the  deceased  to 
take  place  when  it  did,  that  is  to  say,  whether  those  acts 
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accelerated  his  death.  Now  it  seems  to  result  from  what 
the  surgeons  say — ^and  assuming  the  facts  in  evidence  to  be 
Reoina  correct — that  the  acts  of  the  prisoners  did  accelerate  the 
Packard,  death,  and  if  you  are  of  that  opinion,  it  will  justify  you  in 
inquiring  into  those  acts.  One  observation  as  to  this  is, 
that  one  of  the  prisoners  might  have  had  a  motive  in  get- 
ting the  sheriff^s  officer  out  of  possession  voluntarily  for 
the  purpose  of  disposing  of  the  goods  he  had  seized,  and 
that,  in  furtherance  of  that  motive,  the  original  object  of 
all  was  to  make  him  drunk,  and  so  to  get  rid  of  him.  But, 
supposing  you  cannot  clearly  trace  that  intention,  still  you 
will  have  to  inquire  with  what  view  they  put  him  into  the 
cabriolet,  left  him  in  Covent  Grarden,  and  gave  a  false 
address,  to  which  they  directed  he  should  be  driven.  It 
is  true  that  there  is  no  direct  proof  that  any  one  pressed 
him  to  drink,  but  if  the  liquor  was  placed  before  him  with 
the  illegal  object  I  have  mentioned,  that  would  be  enough, 
without  such  direct  proof.  You  will,  therefore,  consider 
whether  all  three,  or  any  of  the  prisoners,  had  this  illegal 
object ;  whether  they  made  the  deceased  drunk  with  a  view 
of  getting  rid  of  him  from  the  house,  and  then,  with  the 
same  intention,  put  him  into  the  cabriolet;  or  whether, 
having  made  him  drunk  without  any  such  original  object, 
when  he  was  drunk  they  put  him  into  the  cabriolet  for  the 
purpose  of  so  getting  rid  of  him ;  and  whether  you  are 
satisfied  that  the  acts  of  the  prisoners,  or  any  one  of  them, 
done  with  such  illegal  object,  contributed  to  his  death. 

The  jury  retired  to  consider  their  verdict,  and  on  their 
return  into  Court  asked  a  question  of  his  Lordship,  in 
answer  to  which  they  were  told,  that  if  the  prisoners, 
when  the  deceased  was  drunk,  drove  him  about  in  the  cab, 
in  order  to  keep  him  out  of  possession,  and  by  so  doing 
accelerated  his  death,  it  would  be  manslaughter.  They 
then  immediately  returned  a  verdict  of 

Guilty — and  the  prisoners  were  respect- 
ively sentenced  to  be  imprisoned  in 
Newgate  for  one  calendar  month. 
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Clarhon,  and  Bodkin,  for  the  prosecution.  1841. 

Montagu  Chambers,  for  John  Richard  Packard.  Reoina 

Packardu 

C.  Chadwick  Jones,  for  Alfred  Kennett. 
Chamock,  for  Joseph  Packard. 

[Attomies ,  and  J,  ScardJ] 


JANUARY  SESSION,  1842. 


BEFORE  MR.  BARON  GURNEY    AND   MR.  JUSTICE  WIGHTMAN. 


Regina  V.  Russell.  Jan.  6th. 

1H£   prisoner  was   indicted  for  feloniously  assaulting  When  the 

Abraham  on  the  21st  of  December,  and  cutting  and  SiJ^d  a"biii,*'* 

wounding  him  on  his  head,  left  eyebrow,  and  nose,  with  |hc  judges  bc- 

intent  to  do  him  some  grievous  bodily  harm.  case  comea  to 

be  triedf  ought 

The  prosecutor  and  several  of  the  witnesses  for  the  pro-  not  to  inquire 
secution  were  Lascars,  and  C.  Phillips,  before  the  jury  Zi^eMtswere 
were  charged,   intimated  to  the  Judges  that  there  was  P^Pffiy  s^©"* 

^       °  previously  to 

some  doubt  as  to  whether  those  witnesses  had  been  pro-  their  going  be- 
perly  sworn  to  give  evidence  before  the  grand  jury.  jury,  an/it 

seems  that  an 
improper  mode 

GuRNBY,  B.,  and  WiGHTMAN,  J.,  were  both  of  opinion  of  swearing 

them  will  not 

that  that  was  a  matter  which  they  ought  not  to  inquire  vitiate  the  in- 
into ;  and  also  that  the  mode  of  swearing  the  witnesses  to  J^djuiy^m 
go  before  the  grand  iury,  would  not,  if  incorrect,  vitiate  *^  l*^?X.*" 

°  ^  ^      ^ '  '  ^  find  a  bill  upon 

the  indictment ;  as  the  grand  jury  were  at  liberty  to  find  their  own 
a  bill  upon  their  own  knowledge  merely,  and  were  an-  merely. 
ciently  in  the  habit  of  doing  so.   And  Wightman,  J.,  added, 
that  the  same  point  had  arisen  lately  on  the  Northern  Cir- 
cuity before  Lord  Denman  and  himself,   and  they,  after 
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1842.        considering  the  subject,  were  of  the  same  opinion  as  had 
been  expressed  to-day  (a). 

The  trial  proceeded,  and  the  prosecutor  and  such  wit- 
nesses as  were  Lascars  having  been  sworn  in  the  manner 
which  they  considered  binding — 

The  prisoner  was  eventually  convicted  of 
an  assault,  and  sentenced  to  be  im- 
prisoned for  eight  days. 

(a)  There  is  another  view  that  the  form    of   oath    administered, 

may  be  taken  of  the  matter,  viz.  might  be  taken  to  have  admitted 

whether  there  was  any  impropriety  that    they  considered    it   binding 

in  the  mode  of  swearing  the  wit-  upon  them.     Sec  the  next  case  of 

nesses,  as  they,  by  not  objecting  to  Regina  v.  Entrehman  and  Samut. 


Regina  V,  Entrehman  and  Samut. 

Mode  of  swear.    J-  HE  prisoners  were  indicted  for  feloniously  assaulting  one 
witneis.  *°^*     Assang  on  the  16th  of  December,  and  cutting  and  wound- 
ing him  on  his  left  cheek,  with  intent  to  do  him  some 
grievous  bodily  harm. 

The  prosecutor  Assang  was  a  Chinese,  and,  not  under- 
standing the  English  language,  an  interpreter  was  sworn, 
and  in  reply  to  a  question  by  Gumey,  B.,  said  that  he  was 
acquainted  with  the  mode  of  administering  an  oath  to  a 
Chinese  witness,  and  described  it  in  the  manner  in  which 
it  was  afterwards  administered,  adding  that  he  had  fre- 
quently seen  it  so  administered,  and  believed  it  to  be  bind- 
ing in  that  form. 

The  prosecutor  was  then  called,  and  on  getting  into 
the  witness-box  immediately  knelt  down,  and  a  china 
saucer  having  been  placed  in  his  hand,  he  struck  it  against 
the  brass  rail  in  front  of  the  box  and  broke  it.  The  crier 
of  the  Court  who  swears  the  witnesses,  then,  by  direction 
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of  the  interpreter^  administered  the  oath  in  these  words^ 
which  were  translated  by  the  interpreter  into  the  Chinese 
language^ — "  You  shall  tell  the  truth  and  the  whole  truth : 
the  saucer  is  cracked^  and  if  you  do  not  tell  the  truths 
your  sold  will  be  cracked  like  the  saucer/^ 

It  appeared  from  the  evidence^  that  a  general  quarrel 
arose  between  the  sailors  on  board  a  ship  called  the  Scales- 
by  Castle^  in  the  course  of  which  the  prosecutor  was 
wounded. 
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1842. 


Reqina 

p. 

Entrehman. 


C  Phillips  addressed  the  jury  for  the  prisoners,  and 
they  acquitted  Samut  and  found  Entrehman  guilty  of  an 
assault. 

Sentence — fourteen  days*  imprisonment. 


BEFORE   MR.  COMMON  SERJEANT  MIREUOUSE. 


Regina  V.  William  Abel  Ball. 


Jan,  7th, 


T 


HE  first  count  of  the  indictment  was  intended  to  state,   A  man  went 
that  the  prisoner,  on  the  10th  of  October,  did  falsely  pre-  brokeVs'shop 
tend  to  one  John  Easterbrook,  that  six  thimbles  which  he  '?  *^^  ""^^^^^  °^ 

'  the  day,  and 

produced  were  silver,  and  worth  four  shillings  and  six-  Jaid  down 

eleven  thimbles 

pence,  whereby  he  obtained  the  sum  of  two  shillings  and  on  the  counter, 
sixpence,  &c.  But  this  count  was  abandoned,  because  want  five  shii- 
it  did  not  contain  the  material  word  pretend.     But  there  !i"«*  °"  them," 

*  ^  The  pawn> 

was  another  count  which  stated,  that  the  prisoner,  on  the  broker's  assist- 

22nd  of  December,  did  falsely  pretend  to  the  same  person,  man  if  they 

that  eleven  thimbles  which  he  then  produced  were  silver,  h* Tai"* the  *"** 

and  of  the  value  of  five  shillings  or  more,  with  intent  to  w«»'«-    The  as- 

sistant  tested 
them, and  found 
they  were  not  silver,  and  in  consequence  did  not  give  the  man  any  money,  but  sent  for  a  police- 
man, and  gave  him  into  custody: — Held,  that  the  conduct  of  the  man  who  presented  the  thim- 
bles amounted  to  an  attempt  to  commit  the  statutable  misdemeanour  of  obtaining  money  under 
frlae  pretences,  and  by  consequence  that  if  money  had  been  obtained  that  statutable  offence 
would  have  been  complete. 
Sed  qmare,  see  Regina  v.  Arte/,  (S  Carr.  &  Payne,  84S). 
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1842.  cheat  and  defiraud  &c.^  but  it  did  not  allege  that  any  mo- 
ney was  obtained. 

The  facts  of  the  case  were  these.  John  Easterbrook 
said^  ''  I  now  live  with  Mr.  John  Savage,  a  pawnbroker  in 
Whitechapel  Road ;  I  was  formerly  in  the  service  of  Mr. 
James  Watts,  a  pawnbroker  in  Hereford  Street,  Commer- 
cial Road.  On  the  22nd  of  December,  while  I  was  in  the 
service  of  Mr.  Savage,  the  prisoner  came  about  the  middle 
of  the  day :  he  laid  down  eleven  thimbles  on  the  counter ; 
he  said,  '  I  want  hs.  on  them/  I  asked  if  they  were  silver, 
he  said,  *  Yes ;'  I  directed  the  apprentice  to  write  a  ticket;  I 
turned  my  back  to  try  if  they  were  silver,  and  finding  they 
were  not  silver  I  sent  for  a  policeman,  and  gave  the  priso- 
ner in  charge  with  the  thimbles ;  he  said  he  had  had  them 
given  to  him.  On  the  10th  of  October,  while  I  was  in  the 
service  of  Mr.  Watts,  the  prisoner  came  and  pledged  six 
thimbles;  he  said  he  wanted  4«.  &d.  on  them ;  I  said,  '  Are 
they  silver?'  he  said,  ^  Yes;'  I  said  I  could  make  it  half-a- 
crownfor  him;  he  said,  '  Very  well;  I  merely  want  to  give 
change  for  a  sovereign ;'  I  afterwards  tried  the  thimbles, 
and  they  were  not  silver/'  On  cross-examination  he  said, 
''We  keep  something  to  test  these  things  with,  and  we 
generally  do  test  them ;  I  tried  those  on  the  22nd  of  De- 
cember." 

William  Gtdlila  Saville  said,  ''I  am  in  the  service  of 
Mr.  Joseph  Tilley,  a  pawnbroker  in  Mile  End  Road.  On 
the  22nd  of  December,  about  noon,  the  prisoner  brought 
twelve  thimbles ;  he  asked  me  Is.  or  8^.  on  them,  I  forget 
which;  I  said,  'Are  they  silver?'  he  said,  'Yes;  I  bought 
them  for  silver.'  I  suspected  they  were  not ;  I  tested  one 
of  them,  returned  them,  and  said,  they  were  not  silver; 
he  said,  'Are  they  not?  I  had  them  left  with  me  for  a 
debt;'  my  testing  one  of  them  left  a  mark  on  it,  which  it 
would  be  inconvenient  to  get  off." 

Payne,  for  the  prisoner,  argued  as  follows : — ^The  state- 
ment made  by  the  prisoner  does  not  amount^  in  law^  to  a 


CENTRAL  CRIMINAL  COURT,  5  VICT.  251 

fidse  pretence.  It  is  merely  an  untrue  assertion^  which  a  \M2, 
pawnbroker  need  not  credit^  having  the  means  of  detection 
by  him^  but  being  too  busy  or  too  careless  to  make  use  of 
them.  Vigilantibus  non  dormientibus  jura  subveniunt. 
In  the  case  of  The  Queen  v.  Thomas  Tabram,  tried  at  the 
Middlesex  Sessions^  before  Mr.  Serjt.  Adams,  the  party 
was  indicted  for  obtaining  money  by  falsely  pretending, 
on  one  occasion,  to  a  pawnbroker,  that  a  certain  material, 
which  he  produced,  was  ^^ gold  shruff;'*  and,  on  another 
occasion,  that  an  article  he  produced  was  '^  ribbon  gold.'' 
It  appeared  that  gold  sliruff  and  ribbon  gold  were  worth 
3/.  18^.  an  ounce ;  but  the  thing  which  the  prisoner  said 
was  gold  shruff  was  worth  only  eighteen  shillings  an  ounce. 
Both  the  articles  produced  were  tried  by  the  pawnbroker 
with  aquafortis,  and  stood  the  test.  Some  days  after  the 
money  was  obtained,  the  pawnbroker  filed  the  "  ribbon 
gold,''  and  found  it  was  silver  gilded  over.  After  hearing 
the  counsel  on  both  sides,  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Serjt.  Adams, 
was  of  opinion,  that,  as  the  defendant  had  merely  stated 
an  untruth  with  reference  to  an  article  which  he  produced^ 
and  not  about  a  fact  which  the  person  imposed  upon  could  not 
detect  at  the  time,  the  untrue  statement  did  not  amount  to 
a  false  pretence,  but  was  only  an  untrue  assertion.  He 
hkened  it  to  the  case  of  a  tradesman  who  sold  a  waistcoat 
or  coat  as  of  a  particular  material  when  it  was  of  an  infe- 
rior sort ;  and  asked  whether  it  would  be  contended  that 
such  a  man  was  to  be  liable  to  transportation?  but  he 
left  the  facts  to  the  jury,  who  said  they  were  of  opinion 
that  the  defendant  had  passed  off  the  articles,  well  knowing 
them  to  be  spurious,  and  he  was  found  guilty.  The  Chair- 
man afterwards  mentioned  the  case  to  several  of  the 
Judges,  and  said  they  agreed  with  him  that  the  mere  asser- 
tion that  the  article  produced  was  what  in  fact  it  was  not, 
was  not  sufficient  to  sustain  the  conviction :  and  the  man 
was  fined  a  shilling,  and  discharged.  There  were  several 
similar  charges  against  him,  but  they  were  not  tried,  in 
consequence  of  this  decision.  In  the  case  of  Reg.  v.  Cod- 
rington,  (1  Carrington  &  Payne,  661),  Mr.  Justice  Little- 
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1842.  ^^  ^^f  "  ^6  doctrine  contended  for  on  the  part  of  th^ 
prosecutor  would  make  eyery  breach  of  warrcmiy  or  fake 
assertion  at  the  time  of  a  bargain^  a  transportable  offence/' 
So  in  the  present  case^  as  the  prisoner  merely,  when 
asked  whether  the  thimbles  were  silver,  said  yes,  they  were, 
it  was  merely  a  false  assertion  at  the  time  of  the  bargain, 
to  which  the  rule  of  "caveat  emptor^'  will  apply.  The 
pawnbroker's  man  admitted  that  he  had  a  test  which  it 
was  usual  to  apply,  and  he  did  in  fact  apply  it,  and  detect 
the  spurious  nature  of  the  thimbles,  and,  in  consequence, 
refused  to  advance  any  money.  I  contend,  that  as,  if  the 
money  had  been  obtained,  it  would  not  have  been  false  pre* 
tenceSy  so  the  first  step  towards  obtaining  it  was  not  an 
attempt  to  commit  that  offence,  such  attempt  merely  con- 
sisting of  the  untrue  assertion  that  the  thimbles  were 
silver.  The  case  of  Tabram  was  a  stronger  case  than  the 
present,  as  there  the  test  of  aquafortis  was  tried  without 
detection.  I  take  the  distinction  to  be  this :  a  false  pre- 
tence is  a  statement  of  something  which  the  party  defrauded 
cannot  ascertain  the  untruth  of,  till  after  he  has  parted  with 
his  goods  or  money ;  but  that  if  he  could  ascertain  its  in- 
correctness at  the  time,  it  is  merely  a  false  assertion,  and 
not  a  false  pretence  within  the  meaning  of  so  highly  penal 
a  statute. 

MiREHOUSE,  C.  S.,  in  summing  up,  told  the  jury  that 
there  must  be  an  intent  to  cheat ;  that  the  pretence  must, 
in  fact,  be  false ;  and  so  false,  that  a  man,  exercising  rea- 
sonable discretion,  might  still  be  deceived  by  it. 

The  jury  found  the  prisoner  guilty  on  the  se- 
cond count,  of  the  attempt  to  commit  the 
statutable  misdemeanor;  and,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  prisoner's  counsel,  with  the 
assent  of  Clarkson,  who  was  for  the  pro- 
secution, judgment  was  respited  till  the 
next  session,  in  order  that  the  matter 
might  be  further  considered. 
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Clarksony  for  the  prosecution. 
Payne,  for  the  prisoner. 


1842. 


At  the  next  session^  the  Common  Seijeant  stated^  that 
he  had  mentioned  the  facts  of  the  case^  and  also  the  argu- 
ment for  the  prisoner,  to  some  of  the  Judges^  who  were  of 
opinion  with  him  that;  in  point  of  law,  the  evidence  was 
amply  sufficient  to  justify  the  verdict,  and  that  the  verdict 
was,  in  point  of  law,  good  (a). 

The  prisoner  was,  therefore,  sentenced  to  be 
imprisoned  for  four  calendar  months. 


(a)  This  decision  does  not  ap- 
pear to  place  the  law  on  the  sub- 
ject in  any  very  satisfactory  point 
of  view,  inasmuch  as  it  is  directly 
at  variance  with  the  decision  in  the 
case  dted,  and  it  does  not  appear 
irom  the  judgment  either  of  the 
learned  Chairman  of  the  Sessions, 
in  the  one  case,  or   the   learned 
Common  Sergeant,   in  the  other, 
who  the  Judges  were  whom  they 
respectively  consulted.     And  there 
does  not  seem  to  be  any  reported 
case  which  had  previously  express- 
ly decided  the  question.     It  is  true 
that  the  statute    uses  the  words 
"any    false    pretence;"   but    the 
meaning  of  the  word  "  pretence  " 
according  to  Johnson's  Dictionary, 
is  *'  a  false  argument,  grounded  on 
fictitious  postulates,"  which  isclear- 
ly  something  more  than  a  mere 
naked  lie,  the  falsehood  of  which 
the  person  to  whom  it  is  uttered 
can  detect  at  the  moment  by  the 


immediate  application  of  a  test.  In 
the  case  of  Rex  v.  Reed,  7  Carr. 
&  Payne,  848,  which  is  the  nearest 
in  circumstances  to  the  present,  a 
man  was  charged  with  falsely  pre- 
tending to  one  L.  C,  that  a  certain 
quantity  of  coals  which  he  deliver- 
ed to  him  weighed  16  cwt.,  and 
that  they  were  worth  the  sum  of 
£\ ;  whereas  they  did  not  weigh 
16  cwt,  and  were  not  worth  £1,  but 
weighed  only  896  lbs.,  and  were 
worth  only  1 0*.  The  fifteen  Judges 
held,  that  these  two  false  assertions 
were  not  sufficient  to  maintain  the 
indictment,  and  that  another  state- 
ment, that  a  certain  weight  which 
the  prisoner  had  was  a  56lb.  weight, 
whereas  it  was  only  a  28  lb.  weight, 
could  not  be  taken  into  account  to 
support  the  indictment,  as  there 
was  no  account  connecting  the  sale 
of  the  coals  with  the  use  of  that 
weight. 


VOL.  1. 


N.  P. 
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REGIJLA  GEXEHALIS. 

In  the  course  of  the  session  the  Court  laid  down  the  fid- 
lowing  general  rule : — 


January  Session,  18(2. 


a 


It  is  ordered  by  the  Court,  that,  henceforward,  when- 
CTcr  a  prosecutor  shall  have  preferred  a  bill  of  indictment 
against  a  defendant,  and  shaU  more  the  Court  for  process 
to  issue  upon  the  said  indictment  against  the  said  defend- 
ant, the  prosecutor  so  applying  shall,  before  such  process 
shall  issue,  himself  enter  into  such  rec(^nizance  as  the 
Court  shall  direct,  to  prosecute  the  law  with  effect  against 
the  said  defendant.^' 


FEBRUARY  SESSION,  1842. 


BEFORE  MR.  BARON  GURNEY. 


Feb.  4. 

SemhU,  that 
where  a  man 
by  false  and 
fraudulent  re« 
preientations 
Induced  the 
parents  of  a 
girl,  between 
10  and  1 1  yeari 
of  age,  to  allow 
him  to  take 
her  away,  such 
taking  away  of 
the  girl  is  an 
abduction  with- 
in the  meaning 


Regina  V,  James  Hopkins. 

Abduction.  The  indictment  stated  that  the  pri- 
soner, on  the  6th  of  December,  in  the  fifth  year,  &c.,  with 
force  and  arms,  &c.,  unlawfully  did  take  and  cause  to  he 
taken  one  Mary  Ann  Howell,  an  unmarried  girl,  under  the 
age  of  sixteen  years,  to  wit,  of  the  age  of  ten  years,  out  of 
the  possession  and  against  the  tvill  of  William  Howell,  her 
father,  (he,  the  said  William  Howell,  then  and  there  hav- 
ing the  lawful  care  and  charge  of  her,  the  said  M.  A.  How- 

of  the  Stat.  9  Geo.  4,  c.  81,  s.  20. 


Hopkins. 
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dl),  against  the  form  of  the  statute  in  such  case  made  and         ig^^. 
provided  (a),  and  against  the  peace^  &c.  ^*-  ^  ■  ^ 

mi.  •  1       .  «  «  Reoina 

Ine  pnsoner  was  a  person  nearly  sixty  years  of  age,  who  v. 

had  been  known  to  the  parents  of  the  child  for  twenty 
yearSy  and  had  been  their  landlord  for  seven  years.  On  the 
6th  of  December,  1841,  the  child^s  mother  paid  him  a 
week's  rent,  and  he  said  to  her,  "  Now,  Mrs.  Howell,  you 
were  speaking  of  a  place  for  your  little  boy ;  I  have  not 
heard  of  a  place  for  him,  but  I  think  I  have  heard  of  one 
for  your  daughter.^'.  The  mother  said,  she  thought  the 
child  was  too  young,  being  only  between  ten  and  eleven 
years  of  age ;  but  the  prisoner  replied,  that  she  was  quite 
old  enough  for  what  he  wanted  her  for ;  and  added,  that  it 
was  only  to  go  to  Southampton  with  a  lady  who  was  ill,  to 
nurse  a  baby  which  she  had  and  go  on  errands.  The  pri- 
soner called  for  the  child  in  the  course  of  the  same  day, 
and  took  her  away  in  a  cab,  saying  that  the  lady  was  too 
ill  to  come  herself.  He  did  not,  however,  take  her  to  any 
lady,  but  kept  her  with  him  from  Monday  till  Friday,  and 
slept  in  the  same  bed  with  her  every  night,  and  then 
brought  her  home;  when,  in  consequence  of  her  com- 
plaints of  his  conduct  to  her,  he  was  given  into  custody. 
The  prisoner  had  arranged  it  first,  that  the  lady  was  to 
come  and  fetch  the  child ;  and,  upon  this  being  communi- 
cated to  the  child's  father,  it  was  agreed  by  him  and  the 
mother  that  the  child  should  go. 

The  father  of  the  child  said — "  I  parted  with  my  child 
on  the  representation  that  she  was  to  go  to  live  with  a  lady, 
to  go  to  Southampton;  it  was  a  very  wet  evening,  and  I 
asked  where  the  lady  was ;  he  said  she  was  at  tea  at  his 

(o)  The  statute  9  Geo.  4,  c.  31,  lawful  care  or  charge  of  her,  every 
t.  20,  enacts,  "  That  if  any  person  such  offender  shall  he  guilty  of  a 
•hall  unlawfully  take,  or  cause  to  misdemeanor,  and  heing  convict- 
be  taken,  any  unmarried  girl,  he-  ed  thereof  shall  be  liable  to  suffer 
ing  under  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  such  punishment  by  fine  or  impri- 
oat  of  the  possession  and  against  sonment,  or  by  both,  as  the  Court 
the  win  of  her  father  and  mother,  shall  award." 
or  of  any  other  person  having  the 

s2 
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\g42m       house ;  so  I  let  the  giri  jso.  bcrofrixf  3u  myjccsHuxtafciaii  to 
be  true." 

The  mother/  on  her  croos-exuEzsiianL  sanl  tbot  aiie  bad 
known  the  prisoner  a  lon^  time  a^  &  Rsgectaifale  man,  md 
the  father  of  fifteen  children ;  asi  ^las  she  would  hsve  let 
the  child  go  with  him  if  he  had  cood  iter  ^e  was  to  go  and 
lire  at  his  house  as  a  servant. 

Price,  for  the  prisoner,  proposed  :•}  ask  tibs  some  quel- 
tion  of  the  girl's  &ther,  but — 

GuRXET,  B.,  interposing,  said,  that  he  did  not  see  how 
it  could  affect  the  case  to  shew  wh^  the  fiirhpr  would  lunre 
done  under  a  different  state  of  cxrcnmscances. 

The  question,  therefore,  was  not  put. 

Price  then  addressed  the  jarr  for  the  priaoner. — The 
prisoner  is  indicted  for  the  offence  of  what  ia  called  in  law 
abduction.  A  child  mav  be  taken  away  finnn  ita  parents 
for  improper  purposes,  and  it  may  be  taken  not  firom  im- 
proper purposes.  This  is  the  offence.  I  suppose,  sought  to 
be  established*  And  also  a  child  mar  be  stolen  from  her 
parents.  In  cases  of  stealing  and  assaulting  feloniously, 
the  child  must  be  under  ten  years  of  age.  There  was,  in 
this  case,  the  consent  of  the  parents  that  the  child  should 
go  away  with  the  prisoner.  But  the  answer  will  be,  that 
the  child  was  not  taken  awar  bona  fide,  but  under  a  fidse 
pretence  that  she  was  to  go  and  live  with  a  lady.  Why 
such  a  pretence  should  be  made  at  all,  I  cannot  under* 
stand,  as  it  appears  that  consent  would  have  been  given 
under  all  or  anv  circumstances. 

m 

GuBNET,  B. — I  think,  Mr.  Price,  it  is  a  case  so  new  in 
its  kind,  that  I  should  think  it  right  to  reserve  that  point 
for  the  consideration  of  mv  Brothers. 

Price. — ^Abduction  is,  in  point  of  law,  a  stealing;  and 
abduction  for  an  hour  would  be  sufficient  if  the  charge 
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were  made  before  the  bringing  back  of  the  child ;  but  if        1942. 
the  child  is  brought  back  before  prosecution^  it  is  only  a 
trespass.    The  question  is,  whether  you  are  satisfied  that  «. 

there  was  a  depriving  the  parents  of  the  child.  The  ques- 
tion is^  whether  this  child  was  stolen  or  not ;  or,  in  other 
words,  whether  that  has  been  done  which,  if  she  had  been 
under  ten  years  of  age,  would  have  been  a  felony.  A  per- 
son may  be  too  old,  as  well  as  too  young,  to  commit  a  par- 
ticular offence.  A  boy  under  fourteen  cannot,  by  law, 
commit  a  rape.  It  may  have  been  the  prisoner's  original 
intention  to  take  the  girl  to  live  with  a  lady ;  and,  on  the 
journey  down,  he  began  to  think  of  a  different  course; 
and  this  would  not  be,  in  law  or  in  fact,  abduction.  It  is 
a  case  for  an  acquittal,  if  you  shall  think  that  the  abduc- 
tion was  not  complete,  or  that  it  did  not  take  place  against 
the  consent  of  the  father.  Any  seducing  of  a  young  fe- 
male for  an  hour  would  be  an  abduction  if  this  is  one. 
That  would  be  absurd.  And,  in  this  case,  the  keeping  the 
girl  for  three  or  six  days  makes  no  difference;  it  is  merely 
a  question  of  time.  There  is  no  intention  shewn  to  de- 
prive the  parents  of  their  child. 

GuBNEY,  B.,  after  stating  the  charge  in  the  indictment, 
said — This  is  founded  on  an  act  of  Parliament  which 
makes  that  an  offence ;  and  it  is  put  to  you,  on  the  part  of 
the  prosecution,  that  the  charge  is  made  out;  because  it 
is  said,  that  the  consent  of  the  father  having  been  ob- 
tained by  the  fraudulent  representations  of  the  prisoner 
is,  in  truth,  no  consent  at  all.  And  there  are  several  cases 
which  illustrate  this  doctrine :  as,  for  instance,  if  &  man 
pretends  that  he  wants  your  horse  to  go  to  Windsor,  and 
promises  to  bring  it  back,  it  will  be  a  stealing  if  he  parts 
with  it,  although  you  gave  your  full  consent  to  his  taking 
it,  provided  the  jury  think,  at  the  time  he  took  it,  he  did 
not  intend  to  borrow  but  to  steal  it ;  so,  if  a  burglar  pre- 
tends that  he  is  a  person  who  has  particular  business  with 
you,  which  induces  you  to  open  your  door,  and  he  gets  in, 
it  is  as  much  a  breaking  as  if  he  himself  had  opened  the 
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1M2.         dfjor  br  liokriiee.     I  mentiaiD  theK  cmm  to  Atw  lint  IIk 

kv  Lu  lozk^  ecnuddered  fivnd  and  TiokDoe  as  liie  noBe. 

I  Kfaull  ksre  the  cue  for  ronr  oamadenlkn,  and  fon  wiD 

WT  vbetJber  the  fadier  bmt  been  indnoed  lir  fihe  pre- 

tezuaei  cm  the  pan  of  the  prisoner  to  part  iridi  tSie  pOHOi- 

skm  of  his  child.     If  too  find  tlie  priaoner  gnOtr,  I  sliaH 

reserre  the  caae  for  the  opinion  of  the  Jndges  as  to  the 

lav ;  becanae  I  am  not  aware  that  there  is  anr  case  pre- 

ciselr  like  it,  though  there  are  some  eaaes  vhidi  have  aoase 

bearing  on  the  subject.     It  has  been  contgnded,  on  the 

part  of  the  prisoner,  that  if  a  man  takes  awar  a  hone,  and 

brings  it  back  before  he  is  indicted,  that  is  not  lidoBj. 

But  that  is  not  preciaehr  so.     It  may  raise  a  qnestioB 

whether  there  wasi,  in  snch  a  case,  an  intention  to  steal; 

but^  if  there  was  that  intention^  the  bringing  badL  the 

property  wiU  not  purge  the  offence.    Hie  qoestxm  fir 

your  decision  is,  whether  the  prisoner  obtained  the  diild 

by  false  pretences,  that  is,  by  tricking  the  parents  out  of 

their  consent  by  a  fraudulent  representation.    It  has  been 

suggested  that  the  prisoner  might  originally  hate  intended 

to  take  the  child  to  a  lady ;  but  that  is  for  him  to  shew,  if 

such  was  the  &ct. 

Verfict— Guilty. 

Ballaniine  and  Carter,  for  the  prosecution. 
Price,  C.  PkilUps  and  Clarkson,  for  the  prisoner. 

[Attomies— TiMiloy,  and J 


The'  prisoner  was  then  tried  on  an  indictment  which 
charged  him  with  an  attempt  and  endeaTOur  carnal^  to 
know  the  girl,  she  being  between  the  ages  of  ten.  and 
twelve ;  and,  being  found  guilty,  he  was  sentenced  to  be 
imprisoned  for  eighteen  calendar  months. 

GuBNEY,  B.,  upon  this  said,  that  it  would  not  be  neces- 
sary further  to  consider  the  other  case,  as  it  was  not  his 
intention  to  pass  any  sentence  upon  the  prisoner  on  that 
indictment. 
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MARCH  SESSION,  1842. 


BEFORE  MR.  COMMON  SERJEANT  MIREHOUSE. 


Beoina  t;.  Charles  Williams  and  William  Williams.      March  4. 


HE  indictment  charged  the  prisoners  with  unlawfuUy  in  order  to 


T 

,..-,.  •/•  •  If  if  t  3  J.         convict  a  person 

hanng  in  their  possession  five  pieces  of  false  and  counter-  charged  on  the 
feit  coin,  resembling  and  apparently  intended  to  resemble  Jj^4\^*"'ith 
the  Queen's  current  silver  coin  called  sixpences,  knowing  having  in  his 

possession  more 

the  same  to  be  false  and  counterfeit,  and  with  intent  to  than  three 
utter  and  put  oflf  the  same.  \^^;,  "^J^^' 

Charles  Williams  pleaded  guilty  to  the  charge.  ^»^*»  *^^*"^  ^°. 

'^  ^        J  o  mjgf  them,  It  IS 

not  necessary 

Payne,  in  stating  the  case  for  the  prosecution  against  gion  should  be 
William  Williams,  observed  that,  to  convict  a  person  un-  iession^but^t'" 
der  2  WiU.  4,  c.  34,  s.  8,  such  person  must  be  shewn  to  "  enough  »f  the 

coin  be  m  the 

have  had  three  or  more  pieces  of  counterfeit  coin  in  his  possession  of 
custody  or  possession  (a),  and  that  the  only  person  in  whose  chargc?,°orhis 
possession,  in  the  present  case,  the  requisite  number  of  ^J^jf'^^the 
pieces  in  fact  were,  was  the  prisoner  Charles  Williams,  interpretation 

,  ,  clause  of  the 

who  had  pleaded  guilty;  but  there  was  a  provision  in  the  same  statute 
21st  section  of  the  statute  (6),  which  would  render  the  foisuchTcase; 

therefore  where 
two  persons  were  taken  into  custody  together,  one  of  them  having  on  him  sixteen  pieces  of  coun* 
terfeit  coin,  and  the  other  only  two  pieces,  the  Judges  heldy  that  the  person  who  had  only  the 
two  pieces  might,  in  point  of  law,  be  convicted  as  well  as  the  person  who  had  the  sixteen. 


(a)  That  section  enacts,  "That  if 
any  person  shall  have  in  his  cus- 
tody or  possession  three  or  more 
pieces  of  false  or  counterfeit  coin, 
resembling,  or  apparently  intended 
to  resemble,  or  pass  for  any  of  the 
King's  current  gold  or  silver  coin, 
knowing  the  same  to  be  false  or 
counterfeit,  and  with  intent  to  utter 
and  put  off  the  same,  shall  be  guilty 
of  a  miidemeanor,"  &c. 


(6)  That  section  (inter  alia)  de- 
clares, that  where  the  having  any 
matter  or  thing  in  the  custody  or 
possession  of  any  person  is  in  the 
act  expressed  to  be  an  offence,  if 
any  person  shall  have  any  such 
matter  in  his  personal  custody  or 
possession,  or  shall  knowingly  and 
wilfully  have  any  such  matter  in 
any  dwelling-house ^  &c.,  whether 
belonging  to  or  occupied  by  him- 
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Williams. 


other  prisoner  who  was  acting  in  concert  with  him  equaDy 
answerable ;  and^  in  point  of  law^  the  possession  of  Charles 
was^  under  the  circumstances^  the  joint  possession  of  both. 
He  referred  to  the  case  of  Regina  v.  Rodgers,  in  which  that 
point  had  been  settled  by  the  fifteen  Judges  (c). 


self  or  not,  and  whether  such  mat- 
ter shall  be  had  for  his  own  use  or 
benefit  or  for  that  of  another^  he 
shall  be  deemed  to  have  it  in  his 
custody  or  possession  within  the 
meaning  of  the  act. 

(c)  That  case  was  tried  at  Li- 
verpool, at  the  Summer  Assizes, 
in  the  year  1838;  and,  at  the 
Spring  Assizes  in  1839,  judgment 
was  pronounced,  as  follows,  by 
Mr.  Baron  Parke : — William  Rod- 
gers,  you  were  tried  at  the  last 
Assizes  before  my  learned  Brother 
Alderton  upon  an  indictment 
framed  upon  the  2  Will.  4,  c.  34, 
s.  8,  and  found  guilty  of  having  in 
your  possession  more  than  three 
pieces  of  counterfeit  coin,  with  in- 
tent to  utter  the  same.  It  appears 
that  you  were  taken  in  company 
with  a  man  named  lliomas  Large; 
and  upon  your  person  were  found 
two  base  shillings,  and  upon  Large 
sixteen  counterfeit  shillings  were 
found;  and  it  became  a  question 
whether  you  had  committed  an  of- 
fence within  the*  meaning  of  the 
act  of  parliament  Upon  referring 
to  the  interpretation  clause,  I  find 
it  enacted,  **  that  if  any  person 
shall  have  any  such  matter  in  his 
personal  custody  or  possession,  or 
shall  knowingly  and  wilfully  have 
any  such  matter  in  any  dwelling- 
house  or  other  building,  lodging, 
apartment,  field,  or  other  place, 
open  or  inclosed,  whether  belong- 
ing to  or  occupied  by  himself  or 
not,  and  whether  such  matter  shall 
be  80  had  for  his  own  use  or  bene- 


fit, or  for  that  of  another,  every 
such  person  shall  be  deemed  and 
taken  to  have  such  matter  in  his 
custody  or  possession,  within  the 
meaning  of  this  act."  It  was  con- 
tended that  you  had  in  your  indi- 
vidual possession  only  two  shillings ; 
and  my  learned  Brother  entertain- 
ing some  doubt  upon  the  case,  re- 
served the  point  for  the  conudera- 
tion  of  all  the  Judges,  and  men- 
tioned it  in  the  presence  of  all  the 
Judges,  except  my  late  Brother 
Park,  and  Baron  Bolland,  who  has 
since  retired:  the  matter  under- 
went much  discussion,  and  it  was 
ultimately  agreed  by  all  that  the 
offence  had  been  committed  by 
you.  By  the  interpretation  clause 
(the  21  St  clause),  it  is  stated,  **  that 
if  any  person  shall  have  any  such 
matter  in  his  personal  custody  or 
possession,  or  shall  knowingly  and 
wilfully  have  any  such  matter  in 
any  dwelling-house  or  other  build- 
ing, lodging,  apartment,  field,  or 
other  place,  it  shall  be  an  offence 
within  the  meaning  of  the  act" 
The  act  of  parliament  does  not  re- 
quire individual  possession  of  any 
counterfeit  coin,  but  it  is  quite 
enough  if  the  coin  be  in  the  posses^ 
sion  of  the  person  or  his  immediate 
agent;  and  although  you  had  no 
more  than  two  counterfeit  shillings 
in  your  own  individual  possession, 
or  personal  custody,  yet  you  had 
more  in  the  possession  of  your  un- 
mediate  agent.  The  Judges,  there- 
fore, were  of  opinion  that  you  have 
committed  the  offence  described  in 
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From  the  evidence  it  appeared^  that,  on  the  5th  of  Feb-        ig42. 
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ruary,  between  six  and  seven  in  the  evening,  both  the  pri- 
soners, Charles  and  William  Williams,  were  seen  by  a  ». 
police  constable  in  company  together  near  Westminster 
Bridge.     He  gave  his  evidence  as  follows: — "  I  watched 
them,  and  when  they  were  near  the  Obelisk  in  Westmin- 
ster Road,  I  saw  Charles  Williams  give  something  to  Wil- 
liam Williams,  who  went  near  a  shop  window  and  rubbed 
it  with  his  finger;  he  then  crossed  the  road  and  went  into 
Mrs.  King's  oil-shop;  Charles  remained  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  road;  William  remained  in  the  shop  two  or 
three  minutes;  he  then  came  out  and  joined  Charles;  they 
went  down  the  London  Road  and  up  Kcnnington  Eoad;  I 
then  saw  William  rubbing  something  under  a  lamp  oppo- 
site Mr.  Bright's  shop;  he  then  went  into  the  shop  and 
came  out  again;  Charles  was  standing  across  the  road 
under  the  lamp;  when  William  came  out  of  Mr.  Bright's 
shop,  he  went  on,  and  went  into  Mr.  Curtis's;  Charles  was 
standing  across  the  road;  when  William  came  out  of  Cur- 
tis's  he  joined  Charles  again  and  they  went  on  to  Lambeth 
Walk;  I  followed  them  and  laid  hold  of  Charles  by  the 
throat;  he  struggled,  and  we  both  fell  to  the  ground;  he 
spat  out  five  sixpences,  which  I  produce;  I  searched  him 
and  found  on  him  five-pence  halfpenny  in  coppers,  some 
tobacco  and  some  stuff  they  call  skim,  which  is  used  for 
nibbing  sixpences;  it  was  quite  damp  when  I  foimd  it  in 
his  pocket.'' 

Mr.  Field,  inspector  of  coin  to  the  mint,  said — "  These 
five  sixpences  are  all  counterfeit;  three  are  cast  in  one 
mould  and  two  in  another;  the  effect  of  rubbing  the  coin 
with  dirt,  or  some  mixture,  would  be  to  make  it  appear 

the  act  of  parliament.  My  Brother  teen  months'  imprisonment.  The 
jUdersoTty  who  tried  you,  lias  di-  sentence  of  the  Court  upon  you, 
rected  me  as  to  the  amount  of  pun-  therefore,  is,  that  you  be  imprisoned 
iflhment  which  he  would  have  in  the  house  of  correction  at  Kirk- 
awarded  you.  You  have  been  in  dale  for  eleven  calendar  months, 
custody  seven  months ;  and,  if  he  and  that,  during  that  time,  you  be 
had  passed  sentence  upon  you,  he  kept  to  hard  labour. 
would  have  sentenced  you  to  eigh- 
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dark^  as  if  it  had  been  in  a  dirty  or  greasy  pocket,  or  in 
circulation.'' 

It  was  also  proved  that  William  Williams  uttered  one 
counterfeit  sixpence  at  King's  and  another  at  Curtis's,  at 
the  times  when  he  was  seen  to  go  there  by  the  policeman. 

William  Williams  was  found  guilty,  and  both 
prisoners  were  sentenced  to  nine  months' 
imprisonment. 

Payne,  and  Lucas,  for  the  prosecution. 


[Attornies — Powell,  and 
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KINGSTON  ASSIZES. 


BEFORE    MR.    BARON    PARKE. 


Bye  v.  Bower  and  Crooks. 

JtiEPLEVIN.  The  declaration  stated  the  taking  to  have 
been  in  a  public-house^  and  also  in  a  brewery.  The  de- 
fendant pleaded  jointly  non  ccperunt ;  and  there  was  also 
an  avowry  and  cognizance  of  the  taking  in  the  public-house 
for  rent  due  on  a  demise  thereof  (not  mentioning  the 


In  replevin 
upon  a  taking 
of  goods  in  a 
public-house 
and  a  brewery, 
there  was  an 
avowry  as  to 
the  taking  in 
the  public- 
house  only 

(omitting  the  brewery).     The  Judge  at  the  trial  would  not  allow  the  avowry  to  be  amended  by 
inserting  the  brewery. 

The  2Srd  section  of  the  stat.  3  &  4  Will.  4,  c  42,  does  not  extend  to  the  amending  of  oinif- 
tioiu  in  pleading. 

To  prove  that  A.  and  B.  took  a  distress,  a  witness  was  called,  who  stated  that  he  saw  two  per- 
sons (whom  he  did  not  then  know)  take  the  distress,  and  that  he  had  since  learnt  that  their 
names  were  A.  and  B.,  and  that  he  had  seen  A.  in  Court.  Another  witness,  who  knew  A.,  proved 
that  A.  had  been  in  Court : — Held,  that  this  was  evidence  to  go  to  the  jury  as  to  A.,  but  not  at 
to  B.|  and  that  as  to  B.  the  evidence  was  not  sufficient. 
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brewery).    Fleas  in  bar  to  the  avowry  and  cognizance, 
non  tenuity  and  riens  in  arrear. 


Peacock,  for  the  defendant,  applied  for  leave  to  amend 
the  avovny  and  cognizance,  (under  the  stat.  3  &  4  Will.  4, 
c.  42,  8.  23  (a), )  by  extending  them  to  the  brewery  as  well 
as  the  public-house,  on  the  ground  that  the  omission  as  to 
the  brewery  had  occurred  from  mistake  only. 

Parke,  B. — I  think  that  I  ought  not  to  allow  this 
amendment.  It  is  an  omission  that  you  are  asking  to 
amend,  and  not  a  variance.  I  think  that  it  is  not  within 
the  scope  of  the  23rd  section  of  the  stat.  3  &  4  WiU.  4, 
c.  42(4). 

No  amendment  was  made. 

To  prove  the  distress,  a  witness  was  called,  who  stated 
that  he  saw  the  goods  taken  by  two  persons,  whom  he  then 
did  not  know,  but  that  he  afterwards  learnt  that  one  of 
them  was  named  Bower  and  the  other  Crooks. 

Peacock,  for  the  defendants. — I  submit  that  there  is  not 
sufficient  proof  of  identity. 

Parke,  B. — ^Not  at  present,  certainly. 

The  witness  further  proved  that,  since  he  had  been  in 
Court,  he  had  seen  one  of  the  persons  who  had  made  the 
distress,  and  whose  name  he  had  learned  to  be  Bower  ; 
and  it  was  also  proved  by  another  witness  that  the  defend- 
ant Bower  (whom  this  witness  had  known  before)  had  been 
in  Court. 

Parke,  B. — I  think  that  there  is  evidence  to  go  to  the 


(a)  6  C.  Ar  P.  p.  531,  n.  a. 

(6)  See  the  case  of  John  v.  Currier  Id.  p.  618. 
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jury  as  to  the  identity  of  the  defendant  Bower,  but  not 
to  that  of  the  defendant  Crooks. 

The  case  was  referred. 


Channell,  Serjt.,  and  Clarkson,  for  the  plaintiff. 
Peacock,  for  the  defendant. 


[Attornies — Kearju,  and  Cooper,^ 


WELSH  SPRING  CIRCUIT,  1841 


GLAMOEGANSHIRE  ASSIZES. 


BEFORE    MU.    JUSTICE    COLTMAN. 


The  barglari- 
ously  breaking 
and  entering  a 
dwelling-house 
with  intent  to 
commit  a  rape, 
is  not  a  crime 
which  includes 
an  assault ;  and 
therefore  in  an 


Begina  V.  Petee  Watkins. 

JjURGLARY.  The  indictment  charged  that  the  pri- 
soner "  feloniously  and  burglariously,  by  night,  the  dwell- 
ing-house of  one  John  Davies  did  break  and  enter,  with 
intent  one  Alice  Davies  in  the  said  dwelling-house  then 
being  violently  and  against  her  will  then  and  there  felo- 
niously to  ravish  and  carnally  know;  and  that  the  said 
such  a  burglary  Peter  Watkins  then  and  there  in  the  said  dwelling-house 
ainnot  be  con-  ^^^^  forcc  and  arms  feloniously  did  wound,  beat,  and  strike 
victedofanas-  the  said  Alice  Davies,  then  being  in  the  said  dwelling- 

sault  under  the 

1  Ith  sect  of        house,''  &C. 

the  Stat  1  Vict 

c  85. 

An  indictment  charged  a  prisoner  with  having  burglariously  broken  and  entered  a  dwelling- 
house,  "with  intent  one  A.  D.  in  the  said  dwelling-house  then  being  violently  and  against  her 
will  then  and  there  feloniously  to  ravish  and  carnally  know;"  whether  that  allegation  is  suffi- 
cient without  the  addition  of  the  words,  "  in  the  said  dwelling-house,"  after  the  words  **  then 
and  there."    Quaref 


In  the  ensuing  Term,  the  case  was  considered  by  the 
fifteen  Judges^  who  were  of  opinion  that  the  breaking  and 
entering  a  dwelling-house  with  intent  to  commit  a  rape, 
was  not  a  crime  which  included  an  assault.  The  other 
point  was  not  considered  by  their  Lordships. 

(a)  If  this  objection  be  valid,  it  gested.     Sec   the  case  of  Reg, 

seems  that  it  would  be  necessary  Camock,  9  C.  &  P.  730 ;  and  Reg. 

also  to  add  the  words  "  in  the  night  v.  Andrews^  ante,  p.  121. 
time,"  in   addition  to  those  sug- 


Rbgina 

V. 
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E.  F.  Williams,  for  the  prisoner. — I  submit  that  the  in- 
dictment is  not  sufficient.  Burglary  is  defined  to  be  a 
breaking  and  entering  of  the  dwelling-house  in  the  night 
time  with  intent  to  commit  a  felony  therein.  The  indict-  Catkins. 
ment  ought  to  have  alleged  the  intent  to  be  to  ravish  Alice 
Davies  in  the  said  dwelling-house,  and  not  merely  "  then 
and  there''  (a). 

CoLTMAN,  J. — I  shall  certainly  not  stop  the  case  on  this 
objection ;  and  if  the  jury  should  acquit  the  prisoner  of 
the  burglary,  I  will  take  the  opinion  of  the  jury  as  to  the 
assault,  though  I  much  doubt  whether  a  breaking  into  a 
dweUing-house  in  the  night  time  with  intent  to  ravish  is  a 
felony  which  includes  an  assault :  and  I  will  reserve  the 
points  for  the  consideration  of  the  Judges,  if  it  should  be- 
come necessary. 

The  jury  found  the  prisoner  not  guilty  of  the 
burglary,  but  guilty  of  the  assault. 

fV.  M,  James,  for  the  prosecution. 
JS.  V.  JVUliams,  for  the  prisoner. 

[Attomies — Perkins  8f  JameSy  and  Meyrich  S^  Davies,'] 
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HAMPSHIRE  ASSIZES. 

(CSrtf  Side.) 


BEFORE    MB.   JUSTICE    COLERIDGE. 


Castleman  V.  Hicks. 

Pound  breach.— Declaration  that  WiUiam  Stone,  a 

tenant  to  the  plaintiff^  was  in  arrear  of  rent,  for  which 

The  defendant   *^®  plaintiflP  had  seized  his  cattle,  and  impounded  them  in  a 


Feb.  26. 

The  plaintiff 
Impounded  the 
cattle  of  S.  for 
rent  arrear. 


had  before 
claimed  the 
cattle  as  his 
own,  denying 
the  title  of  S. 


certain  field ;  and  that  the  defendant  broke  the  pound  and 
took  away  the  distress. 

Plea,  Not  guilty ;  (the  plea  had  "  by  statute'*  in  its 
'S;:''^^'t  margin  («).) 

cattle  were 

missing,  and  were  found  in  the  defendant's  barn.  The  plaintiff  brought  his  action  for  pound- 
breach under  the  2  W.  &  M.  s.  1,  c.  5,  s.  4(6),  and  the  defendant  pleaded  not  guilty,  with  "  by 
statute  *'  in  the  margin  of  the  plea : — Held^  that  the  statute  was  not  a  penal  enactment  under 
21  Jac.  1,  c  4(c),  so  as  to  let  the  defendant  into  any  matters  of  defence  on  the  issue  of  '  Not 
guilty:'  that  the  rent  due  was  admitted,  and  the  distraint  of  the  cattle  under  it,  and  their  im- 
pounding,  and  the  legal  sufficiency  of  the  pound  ;  and  that  the  only  questions  for  the  jury 
under  the  issue  '  Not  guilty',  were  whether  the  pound  was  broken  by  any  other  than  the  cattle 
themselves,  and  whether,  if  so,  the  defendant  broice  it. 

Semble — An  open  field  is  a  pound  sufficient  at  law  in  which  to  distrain  cattle  for  rent  arrear. 


(a)  Rule  of  Court,  T.  T.  1  Vict 
(6)  2  W.  ft  M.  sen.  I,  c.  5,  s. 
4. — "Upon  any  pound-breach  or 
rescous  of  goods  or  chattels  dis- 
trained for  rent,  the  person  or  per- 
sons grieved  thereby  shall,  in  a 
special  action  on  the  case  for  the 
wrong  thereby  sustained,  recover 
his  and  their  treble  damages  and 
costs  of  suit  against  the  offender  or 
offenders  in  any  such  rescous  or 
pound-breach,    any  or    either    of 


them,  or  against  the  owners  of  the 
goods  distrained,  in  case  the  same 
be  af^rwards  found  to  have  come 
to  his  use  or  possession.'* 

(c)  21  Jac.  1,  c.  4, 8. 4. — "  If  any 
information,  suit,  or  action,  shall 
be  brought  or  exhibited  against  any 
person  or  persons  for  any  offence 
committed,  or  to  be  committed, 
against  the  form  of  any  penal  law, 
either  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  king, 
or  by  any  other,  or  on  the  behalf  of 
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The  action  was  brought  under  2  W.  &  M.  sess.  1^  c.  5^ 
8.  4y  to  recover  treble  damages  and  costs  for  the  rescue 
mentioned  in  the  pleadings. 

It  was  opened  by  ^le  {Butt  was  with  him)^  for  the  plain- 
tiff— 

That  on  the  19th  of  June^  1841^  an  execution  on  a  writ 
of  fi.  fa.  was  levied  on  Stone's  effects  on  a  judgment  ob- 
tained by  the  Messrs.  G.  and  R.  Ledgard^  under  which 
the  cattle  mentioned  in  the  declaration  were  taken.  On 
the  25th  of  June^  1841^  the  defendant  served  the  sheriff 
with  notice  that  the  cattle  in  question  were  his  property^ 
and  not  that  of  Stone. 

The  sheriff^  not  being  indemnified  by  the  attomies  for 
6.  and  B.  Ledgard^  then  abandoned  the  execution  which  he 
had  put  in^  and  the  cattle  were  levied  as  a  distress  (2nd  of 
July,  1841)  by  direction  of  the  plaintiff  for  rent  due  24th 
of  June^  1841,  from  Stone  to  him.  They  were,  at  the  time 
of  the  levy,  in  a  certain  field,  and  there  they  were  im- 
pounded. The  gates  of  the  field  had  been  properly  se- 
cured by  the  oflScer  who  put  in  the  execution,  and  were 
continued  secure  by  him  who  levied  the  distress.  On  the 
4th  of  July,  the  cattle  were  missing  from  the  place  in  which 
they  had  been  impounded ;  the  gate  of  the  field  was  open, 
and  there  were  near  it  marks  of  the  footstep  of  a  man. 
The  next  morning  the  cattle  were  found  locked  up  in  a 
bam  of  the  defendant's ;  and,  upon  his  being  spoken  to 
of  the  difficulty  in  which  he  would  probably  involve  him- 
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the  king  and  any  other,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  such  defendants  to  plead 
the  general  issue,  that  they  are  not 
guQty,  or  that  they  owe  nothing, 
and  to  give  such  special  matter  in 
evidence  to  the  jury  that  shall  try 
the  same,  which  matter  being  plead- 
ed had  been  a  good  and  sufficient 
matter  in  law  to  have  discharged 


the  said  defendant  or  defendants 
against  the  said  information,  suit, 
or  action;  and  the  said  matter 
shall  be  then  as  available  to  him  or 
them  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as 
if  he  or  they  had  sufficiently  plead- 
ed, set  forth,  or  alleged  the  same 
matter  in  bar  or  discharge  of  such 
information,  suit,  or  action." 
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self,  lie  said  he  woiQd  bring  them  back,  but  did  not.  The 
action  was  brought  for  the  supposed  taking  of  the  cat- 
tle (a). 

Crowder,  for  the  defendant  {Bere  was  with  him) — 
The  plaintiff  goes  on  the  penal  clause  of  the  2  W.  &  M. 
sess.  1,  c.  5,  s.  4 ;  and  therefore  our  plea  of  not  guilty  will 
open  to  us  any  evidence  in  defence  we  may  think  fit  to 
offer  to  the  jury,  according  to  the  provisions  of  21  Jac.  1, 
c.  4,  s.  4.  That  statute  includes  actions  at  the  suit  of 
the  plaintiff  alone,  as  well  as  actions  qui  tarn.  One  branch 
of  our  defence  will  be,  that  there  was  a  valid  execution, 
and  that  the  goods  were  in  the  custody  of  the  law,  and, 
being  so,  they  could  not  be  distrained  for  rent  due  by 
Stone.  We  shall  be  shut  out  of  that  defence  if  the  facts 
ought  to  have  been  pleaded  specially.  Again,  they  have 
not  proved  their  case,  that  any  rent  was  due  at  all ;  and  of 
that  too  we  shall  be  entitled  to  take  advantage  if  this  be 
a  penal  action. 


(a)  Co.  Litt.  476,—"  If  the  dis- 
tress be  taken  of  goods  without 
cause,  the  owner  may  recover;  but 
if  they  be  distrained  without  a 
cause,  and  impounded^  the  owner 
cannot  break  the  pound  and  take 
them  out,  because  they  are  in  the 
custody  of  the  law."  So  in  Cot^ 
worth  v.Bettesoriy  1  Ld.  Raym.104; 
1  Salk.  247.  In  an  action  for 
pound-breach  and  rescuing  a  mare 
which  had  been  distrained  damage 
feasant,  it  was  argued  that  the 
plaintiff  had  not  entitled  himself 
to  maintain  the  action,  for  he  had 
not  shewn  any  title  to  the  place 
where  he  alleged  the  mare  was 
damage  feasant;  but  the  Court  said, 
**  The  taking  of  the  distress  is  but 
an  inducement  to  the  action,  and 
the  breach  of  the  pound  is  the  gist 
of  the  action ;  it  is  not  necessary  to 


shew  the  cause  of  the  distress  so 
certainly;  and  Rast.  Entr.  444, 
and  all  the  other  precedents  in  par- 
CO  fracto,  are  in  this  manner.''  And 
in  27t€  Parrett  Navigation  Com- 
pany V.  Stower  and  Others,  6  M. 
&  W.  569,  where  the  above  cases 
are  cited  in  argument,  it  was  said 
by  Lord  Ahinger,  C.  B.,  in  giving 
judgment, — "  I  think  the  second 
count  of  the  declaration  is  suffi- 
cient. It  alleges  that  the  plaintiffs 
had  seized  a  certain  barge  and 
coals  as  a  distress  for  certain  tolls 
which  where  then  due,  and  had 
impounded  them.  Being  so  im- 
pounded they  were  then  in  the  cus- 
tody of  the  law,  and  the  defendants 
had  no  right  to  break  the  pound 
and  retake  them,  and  in  so  doing 
were  wrong-doers." 


Hicks. 
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Coleridge^  J. — I  do  not  think  that  this  is  a  penal  action        2342. 
under  the  stat.  of  James ;  and  I  think^  therefore  (a),  that'  '  ^^^^^^"^ 

Castleman 

it  is  admitted  on  these  pleadings  that  the  cattle  were  dis-  0. 

trained  for  rent  due^  and  that  they  were  impounded  in  a 
good  pound,  and  that  the  pound  was  broken;  I  think  this 
last  matter  is  part  of  the  inducement.  The  only  question 
raised  is,  whether  the  defendant  did  the  act  complained  of, 
that  is,  broke  the  pound.  You  may  shew,  for  instance, 
that  the  cattle  escaped  of  their  own  accord. 

Crowder,  to  the  jury. 

Coleridge,  J.  (in  summing  up.) — The  questions  for  you 
on  this  record  are.  First,  Was  the  pound  broken  by  any 
other  than  the  cattle?  and,  secondly,  if  it  were  so,  then 
was  the  defendant  the  person  who  broke  it  ?  The  cattle  had 
been  impounded  by  law,  and  I  think  the  pound  was  a  law- 
ful pound.  His  Lordship  went  over  the  facts.  Lastly,  it  is 
in  evidence  that  the  defendant  promised  to  bring  back  the 
cattle,  and  did  not ;  and  it  is  for  you  to  say  whether  his 
subsequent  detention  of  the  distress  shewed  that  he  was 
the  person  who  took  it. 

Verdict  for  the  defendant. 

Erk  and  Butt,  for  the  plaintiff. 
Crowder  and  Bere,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attomiea — //.  Cattleman,  and  Durani  8f  WeUh,"] 
{a)  Spencer  (Earl)  v.  Swamtell,  3  M.  &  W.  154. 
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{Civil  Side.) 

BEFORE  MR.  JUSTICE  COLBRIDOB. 


March  2nd.  JelLY  V.  BraDLEY. 

Action  for  as-  ACTION  for  assault  and  battery.     Pleas,  not  guilty,  and 

that  the  plain-  R  justification  that  the  defendant  was  possessed  of  a  close, 

defendant's  **  ^^^^  *^®  plaintiflP  without  Icavc  or  license  broke  and  entered 

dose  without  jf  jj^at  the  defendant  requested  him  to  go  out,  which  he 

leave  and  li-  ^                                                       . 

cense,  and  that  rcfuscd  to  do,  and  then,  that  the  defendant  moUiter  ma- 

the  defendant  ^           -n      ^'      .•          j     •    .      -a 

ordered  him  off:  UUB  &C.      EcpUCatlOn,  dc  mjuna. 

Ihi  d*efenS!l?'  The  defendant  had  laid  out  the  close  in  question  for 

moiiiter  maniis  building,  and  had  formed  several  roads  across  it,  the  roads 

&c.     Replica-  °                                                           .                         ' 

tion,  de  inju-  had  uot  bccu  dedicated  to  the  public.     On  the  day  of  the 

that~iinder  this  sdlcgcd  Rssault,  a  fair  was  held  on  the  close,  and  booths 

plea  it  is  not  ^^^.g  erected  thcrcon,   by  permission  of  the  defendant, 

necessary  for  ^       j    r                                                             ' 

the  defendant  to  the  plaintiff  droYC  R  waggon  across  the  close,  to  convey 

and  license,  coal  to  onc  of  the  booths  j  the  defendant  told  him  to  go 

i^s*not  mate*'  back,  and  on  his  refusing  to  do  so,  attempted  with  several 

rial  to  the  issue,  Qf  j^jg  men  to  turn  the  waggon  off  the  land.     This  was 

the  defendant's  ^                                    ,               ^^ 

justification  be-  rcsistcd  by  the  plaintiff,  and  a  party  of  persons  assisted 

h?can°8hew '  him  to  push  the  waggon  through  the  close :  in  the  scuffle 

'  d*the*  hdntiff  *^®  plaintiff  received  some  serious  injuries. 

to  leave  the 
close,  and  the 

plaintiff  refused  Bompos,  Scijt.,  nxid  Barstow,  for  the  plaintiff,  submit- 
though  the  ted  that  the  defendant,  by  allowing  his  land  to  be  used 
fecTcntercd  at*  fo^  the  fair,  impliedly  gave  leave  and  license  to  all  persons 
first  by  the  ^  comc  upon  the  close;  and  as  the  plea  had  (although 
cense  of  the  unnecessarily)  averred  that  the  plaintiff  had  broken  and 
leave  and  li-  entered,  without  the  license  of  the  defendant,  a  material 
rnird'"rS.he  V^  ^^  *e  plea  was  disproved. 

defendant's 
pleasure. 

Erie  and  BtUt,  for  the  defendant,  contended,  that,  if 
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before  any  assaiQt  was  committed^  the  plaintiff  was  re-        1342. 
qnired  to  leave  the  close^  and  revised  to  do  so^  the  jnsti* 
fication  was  made  out. 

CoLEKiDOE^  J. — Notwithstanding  the  form  of  the  second 
plea^  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  sufficient  for  the  de- 
fendant to  shew^  (in  addition  to  the  proof  of  possession)^ 
that  he  required  the  plaintiff  to  leave  and  that  the  latter 
refused  to  do  so^  for  that  will  prove  the  material  parts  of 
the  plea;  and  it  is  no  objection  that  something  else  may 
not  be  proved  which  is  unnecessarily  stated^  and  which  is 
not  essential  to  a  perfect  justification. 

Verdict  for  the  defendant. 
Bompas  and  Baratow,  for  the  plaintiff. 
Erie  and  Butt,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attomies — Mackey,  and  Randell  Sf  60."] 


WILTS  ASSIZES— DEVIZES. 

BEFORE  MR.  JUSTICE  MAULE. 


1841. 

Begina  V,  Bridoman  and  Another.  Julif2Ut, 

Worthy  BRIDGMAN  and  Charles  Bridgman  were  where  the  trial 

J    .1  •      •      1        J  xi-       j-i-  of  prisoners  had 

arraigned^  the  one  as  principal  and  the  other  as  accessory^  been  succes- 
in  a  murder  committed  in  January,  1840.    A  true  bill  had  "veiy  postpon- 

•^ '  ed  for  two  as- 

been  found  against  them  at  the  Summer  Assizes  for  the  sixes,  in  conse- 

,  quence  of  the 

county  of  Wilts  in  1840,  and  the  trial  had  been  postponed  absence  of  a 
to  the  spring  of  the  year  1841,  in  consequence  of  the  ab-  ^eV'andli^ 
sence  of  a  material  witness,  and,  for  the  same  cause,  to  the  ^?»^>^  «>!? 

'  '  '  which  apphca- 

present  assizes,  and  tion  was  made 

for  further  post- 
ponement, stated,  that  the  witness  in  question  was  believed  to  have  gone  to  India  as  a  soldier, 
so  that  there  was  not  any  prospect  of  his  soon  return,  the  Judge  ordered  the  recognizances  of 
the  prosecutor  to  be  discharged,  and  discharged  the  prisoners  without  compelling  them  to  enter 
into  any  recognizances  for  their  future  appearance. 

t2 
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184L  Mereweiher  now  applied^  on  behalf  of  the  Crown,  that 

"     ^      the  prisoners  might  be  discharged  on  their  own  recogniz- 
0.  ances. 

The  affidavits  on  which  this  application  was  made  al- 
leged the  two  post-ponements  as  above  mentioned,  and 
the  cause  of  them;  that  the  absent  evidence  was  mate- 
rial to  the  conduct  of  the  case ;  that  all  due  diligence  had 
been  used  to  find  the  witness,  but  without  success;  and 
that  the  constable  who  was  employed  to  apprehend  him 
had  heard  and  believed  that  he  had  embarked  for  India  as 
a  soldier. 

Cockbum,  for  the  prisoners. — ^These  prisoners  have  a 
right  to  be  tried  upon  the  indictment  and  inquisition 
against  them,  and  I  believe  there  is  no  precedent  for 
postponing  a  trial  by  reason  of  the  absence  of  a  material 
witness,  when  there  is  not  any  prospect  that  the  witness 
will  return  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  at  which 
the  prisoners  are  to  be  tried.  Suppose  that  these  persons 
should  hereafter  wish  to  go  to  a  foreign  country  for  any 
length  of  time,  it  would  not  be  fair  that  they  should  be 
prevented,  as  they  would  be,  from  doing  so,  by  underlying 
their  recognizances. 

Maule,  J. — I  think  the  proper  course  will  be  to  dis- 
charge the  recognizances  of  the  prosecutor,  and  to  dis- 
charge the  prisoners,  and  then  they  will  be  liable  to  be 
taken  hereafter  if  such  course  should  be  deemed  proper. 

Prisoners  discharged. 
Merewether,  for  the  prosecution. 
Cockbum,  for  the  prisoners. 

[Attornies,  for  prosecution}  Bayley  4*  Bayky;  for  prisoner,  Wm,  Tamiar,'] 
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DEVONSHIRE  ASSIZES. 

BEFORE    MR.    JUSTICE    MAULE. 


Clutterbuck  V.  Coffin.  JuUf22nd. 


JJeCLARATION  on  promises  for  the  price  of  work  done.  The  defendant, 

the  captain  of 

Pleas :  non  assumpsit  and  payment  in  satisfaction.    The  one  of  her  Ma- 
particulars  were  for  £41  for  wages  due  to  the  plaintiff  ©ffcred'to  jJVe 
from  December,  1837,  to  May,  1841— forty-one  months.  *«  p»«ntiff 

•"'  '^  wages  heyond 

The  defendant  was  a  captain  in  the  navy,  and  in  command  the  usual  pay 
of  H.M.  brig  Trinculo  during  the  time  laid  in  the  declar-  veromentTifhe 
ation.  At  the  commencement  of  that  period,  he  engaged  J[,*JIJ.d  hu'ship" 
the  plaintiff  as  captain's  cook,  at  wages  of  j612  a  year.  The  «« captain's 
plaintiff  was  then  cook  on  board  the  Liverpool  steamer,  plaintiff  agreed 
which  was  at  that  time  in  company  with  the  Trinculo  at  and^was  by  that 
Cadiz :  the  first  lieutenant  of  the  Trinculo  came  on  board,  ^«"«n»^on 

'  '  (captain  s  cook) 

and  engaged  him,  on  behalf  of  the  captain,  to  act  as  cap-  entered  in  the 
tain's  cook  at  certain  wages,  beyond  his  pay  as  able  seaman.  The  agreement 
The  plaintiff,  on  these  terms,  went  on  board  the  defendant's  ^"  i^folnVd' 
ship,  and  was  rated  on  the  books  as  captain's  cook.     On  ^^*  •ervice,  and 

when  he  was 

one  occasion,  in  July,  1838,  the  captain  sent  some  fish  on  free  to  accept 
board,  and  ordered  it  to  be  stewed  for  his  dinner.     The  the  captain  or  u> 
plaintiff  put  the  fish  into  the  oven  instead;  for  this  he  was  j^iion^after-  *" 
punished,  and  the  minute  of  the  punishment,  as  appeared  "^^^^^  brought 

by  him  against 

from  the  account  of  the  serjeant  of  marines,  was  as  follows :  the  captain  for 
— "  July  8.  Captain's  complaint :  neglect  of  duty,  in  cook-  fe^^nt  not  *" 
ing  a  fish  in  the  oven  instead  of  stewing  of  it.     Thirty-six  ^^"^^S  P****** 

lashes  on  the  9th."  the  contract,  it 

But  the  warrant  produced  by  the  clerk  to  the  Admi-  that  the  Court 
ralty  ran  as  follows :— "  Warrant,  9th  July,  1838 :  Whereas  JSHJ^iJ^ct  T 

legal;  and 
2ndlyy  that  being  made  when  each  party  was  sui  juris,  there  was  no  inconsistency  in  the  plain* 
tiff's  bargaining  to  receive  the  private  pay  of  the  defendant  for  filling  an  oflSce,  in  respect  of  which 
be  was  also  paid  by  the  government. 
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1841.        Oeorge  Clutterbuck  has  been  gnilty  of  repeated  neglect 
^ — ^^^     of  duty,  and  this  being  the  fourth  time  I  have  had  occa- 

Cluttsrbuck  •  o 

V.  sion  to  find  fault  with  him,   I  therefore  adjudge  &c. 

Coffin.      ^^j^  j^^^   Punished  Clutterbuck  for  neglect  of  duty." 

Nothing  was  said  of  fish. 

The  plainti£f,  on  the  next  day,  asked  for  his  discharge, 
which  was  refused,  and  he  was  kept  at  his  former  duty  till 
the  ship  was  paid  off  in  May,  1841,  and  it  was  proved  that, 
on  that  occasion,  the  captain  said  to  the  plaintiff,  "  I  am 
going  to  pay  you  up  to  the  time  that  I  punished  you,  but 
I  shall  pay  you  nothing  after  that."  The  plaintiff  said, 
"  It  is  very  hard,  there  is  above  £80  due  to  me." 

Crowder  and  Taprell  for  the  defendant. — ^The  plaintiff 
must  be  nonsuited.  This  action  is  brought  for  wages 
alleged  to  be  due,  in  a  private  capacity,  from  the  captain  of 
one  of  her  Majesty's  ships  to  the  plaintiff,  in  respect  of  work 
done  for  which  he  was  at  that  time  receiving  wages  fit)m 
the  government.  They  cited  Carter  v.  Hale  (a),  Harris  v. 
Watson  {b),  Elsworth  v.  Woolmore  {c) . 


(a)  Carter  v.  Halef  2  Stark. 
361.  It  was  there  held  by  Lord 
EUenborouffh,  C.  J.,  that  a  purser's 
steward,  on  board  one  of  his  Majes- 
ty's ships,  cannot  recover  wages 
firom  the  purser  upon  an  implied 
contract,  for  his  services  as  such 
steward  on  board  the  ship. 

It  did  not  appear  in  that  case, 
that  any  specific  contract  had  ever 
been  entered  into  between  the 
plaintiff  and  the  defendant,  and 
Lord  Ellenborough  notices  this  cir- 
cumstance in  his  judgment,  and 
also  the  fact  that  the  purser  had  no 
fund  allowed  him  out  of  which 
such  services  as  those,  for  which 
remuneration  was  claimed,  were  to 
be  paid  for  withal. 


(b)  Harris  v.  Watson.  Peake,  73. 

(c)  Elsworthf  Executor,  v.  Wool- 
more  imd  another,  5  £sp.  84.  The 
action  was  brought  to  recover  gra- 
tuity wages,  to  which  the  intestate 
was  stated  to  have  been  entitled  as 
sailmaker  on  board  the  '*  Oard' 
ener"  East  India  ship,  of  vhich  the 
defendants  were  owners.  The  de- 
ceased had  signed  articles.  He  was 
described  in  them  as  **  sailmaker." 
The  plaintiff  proposed  to  prove, 
that  the  sum  of  £2  per  month 
claimed  by  him  was,  by  the  settled 
usage  of  the  East  India  Company's 
ships,  allowed  to  a  certain  descrip- 
tion of  persons  sailing  on  board  the 
ships  of  the  East  India  Company, 
such  as  the  boatswain,  painter,  and 
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Maulk,  J. — ^There  maybe  somethiiig in  your  argument^ 
and  you  have  leave  to  move,  if  you  do  not  call  witnesses  to    ^ 
vary  the  facts,  though  I  must  say  I  think  Elsworth  ▼. 
fFookmore  distinguishable  from  this  case,  and  Carter  ▼. 
Hale  still  more  so. 


1841. 


V. 

Coffin. 


Crowder,  to  the  jury,  contended  that  the  plaintiff  was 
discharged  from  being  captain's  cook  in  July,  1838,  and 
that  the  captain  had  a  right  to  discharge  him  from  that 
private  office. 

Maulb,  J.,  (in  summing  up),  said,  I  do  not  see  any 
evidence  of  dismissal,  by  the  captain,  of  the  plaintiff  ttom 
his  office  of  captain's  cook  subsequently  to  the  flogging  in 
July,  1838. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  and  the  jury  found 
that  he  was  a  captain's  cook  till  the  ship 
was  paid  off  in  May,  1841. 

Erie  and  Greenwood,  for  the  plaintiff. 
Crowder  and  Taprett,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attornies — Surr  <Jtf  Elworthy^  and  Sole,"] 


saHmaker.  That,  exclusive  of  this 
general  custom  and  usage.  Wool- 
more,  the  defendant,  who  was  ship's 
hushand,  had  promised  to  pay  the 
deceased  that  sum  of  money.  It 
was  admitted,  that  the  wages  of 
2/.  lOf.  per  month  inserted  in  the 
articles  had  heen  paid. 

Lord  AUxmUyy  C.  J.,  said  the 
plaintiff  must  he  nonsuited.  It 
would  he  a  fraud  on  the  rest  of 
the  crew,  if  the  owners  were  per- 
mitted hy  a  separate  contract  to 


give  more  wages  to  one  than  to 
another:  he  was  of  opinion  that 
there  could  not  he  two  legal  con- 
tracts, that  the  only  one  allowahle 
was  that  entered  into  hy  the  arti- 
cles and  signed  hy  the  deceased. 

N.  B. — In  the  report  of  this  case 
it  does  not  appear  at  what  time  the 
contract  was  made  hetween  the 
deceased  and  Woolmore,  whether 
before  signing  the  articles,  or  after, 
or  at  the  same  time  as  the  sign- 
ing. 
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Clutterbuck 

V. 

Coffin. 
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Afterwards,  in  Michaelmas  Terpi,  1841,  Sir  TTumas 
Wilde,  Serjt.,  for  the  defendant,  obtained  a  rule  nisi  to 
set  aside  the  verdict.  He  insisted  on  the  illegality  of  the 
contract,  and  that  it  was  against  the  public  convenience 
that  a  person  holding  a  situation  (as  this  of  captain's  cook) 
under  the  Admiralty,  should  be  entitled  to  claim  private 
remuneration  for  doing  that  duty  for  which  he  was  paid 
by  the  government. 

On  motion  to  make  the  rule  absolute, 


Bompas,  Serjt.,  was  heard  for  the  plaintiff  in  shewing 
cause  against  the  rule,  and 

Channelly  Serjt.,  for  the  defendant,  in  support  of  it. 
On  the  authority  of  Martin  and  Smith  (a),  he  relinquished 
the  objection  to  the  illegality  of  the  contract,  as  that  had 
not  been  specially  pleaded.  For  the  substance  of  the  con- 
tract, it  was  said  by 

TiNDAL,  L.  C.  J. — As  we  must  consider  the  contract 
legal,  the  question  is,  Was  there  any  consideration  for  it, 
and  was  there  any  service  performed  under  it?  At  the 
time  the  contract  was  made,  the  plaintiff  was  not  employed 
in  the  Queen's  service.  On  the  application  of  the  defend- 
ant, he  entered  into  an  express  engagement,  and  at  a  time 
when  he  was  free  to  contract.  There  was  an  express  con- 
tract, a  good  consideration,  and  a  valuable  service.  The 
rule  for  a  nonsuit  must  be  discharged.     So  also 


(a)  Martin  v.  Smithy  4  Bing.  N. 
C.  436.  There  the  action  was  in 
assumput  for  money  had  and  re- 
ceived. The  facts  were  that  the 
defendant  took  a  share  of  £60  in 
a  wager  made  by  O.  on  an  illegal 
horse-race,  and  disposed  of  his  in- 
terest in  £20  out  of  the  £50  to  the 
plaintiff.  The  defendant  having 
received   the   £50  from  O.,  who 


won  the  wager,  refused  to  pay  the 
£20  to  the  plaintiff^  who  there- 
upon sued  him  for  that  amount  in 
an  action  for  money  had  and  re- 
ceived:— Heldy  that  the  defendant 
could  not  under  the  general  i»ae 
set  up  the  illegality  of  the  wager 
as  an  answer  to  the  action. 

See  also  Reg.  Gen.  H.  T.  4  Win. 
4,  rr.  1,3. 
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CoLTMAN,  J. — The  contract  was,  that,  in  case  the  plain-         \%A\. 


Cluttbrbuck 


tiff  entered  into  the  Queen's  service  as  captain's  cook,  the 
defendant  would  pay  him  something  additional  to  his  ordi-  *  v. 
nary  wages.  As  we  cannot  look  at  the  illegality  of  this 
transaction  under  the  pleadings,  there  is  no  objection  to 
the  jury's  verdict. 

Maule,  J.,  said,  with  respect  to  the  form  of  pleading 
in  this  case,  I  think  the  plaintiff  may  truly  be  said  to  have 
done  work  for  the  defendant ;  but  if  the  declaration  ought 
to  have  been  framed  otherwise,  an  amendment  would  have 
been  made  at  the  trial  under  the  new  rules,  had  the  objec- 
tion been  taken  then,  which  it  is  too  late  to  take  now. 
Then,  for  the  substance  of  the  matter  in  issue,  the  plain- 
tiff enters  into  a  contract  with  the  defendant  at  a  time 
when  each  was  sui  juris,  quite  free  to  contract.  Had  the 
plaintiff  actually  been  in  the  Queen's  service  at  the  time, 
the  question  raised  would  have  been  different.  So  a  man 
may  enter  into  a  contract  with  a  woman  while  they  are 
unmarried ;  but,  if  they  should  marry,  they  cannot  after- 
wards contract. — And  the  verdict  was  thereupon  held  to 
be  good. 


BEFORE    MR.   JUSTICE    MAULE. 


Battersby   v.  Lawrence  and  Others,   Executors  of       July  29M. 

J.  Fesman. 

A.CTION  for  labour  and  attendance  on  the  deceased  by  the  The  plaintiff 

_  ,  ,     practised  as 

plaintiff  as  a  surgeon  and  apothecary,  for  performing  surgi-  physician  and 
cal  operations  upon  him,  and  for  medicines.     Fleas,  Except  ^f^curring* 
as  to  £10,  non  assumpsit;  and  as  to  the  £10,  payment.        in  which  the 

physician  was 
considered  necessary  as  well  as  the  aid  of  a  surgeon,  he  was  called  in.  It  appeared  in  evidence 
that  he  had  performed  for  his  patient  some  services  which  usually  are  in  the  province  of  a  sur- 
geon. The  plaintiff  sent  his  bill  to  the  executors  of  his  patient: — Held^  that  if  the  Jury  con- 
sidered that  the  plaintiff  had  done  any  work  as  surgeon,  they  should  find  a  verdict  for  him  to 
the  amount  of  the  value  of  that  service. 


Battbrsbt 


278  CASES  ON  THE 

lg41.  The  malady  under  which  the  deceased  laboured  was 

dropsy ;  and  the  plaintifiF  claimed  £46  for  his  services  and 
9.  attendance  upon  his  patient.    The  plaintiff  was  a  physi- 

cian^ and  had  also  a  certificate  of  surgeon  from  the  Royal 
College^  and  he  practised  in  both  capacities  in  the  town  of 
Torquay. 

One  witness^  J.  Tanner  a  surgeon,  stated  that  he 
alone,  at  first  attended  the  deceased  but  the  disorder  in- 
creasing he  recommended  that  further  advice  should  be 
taken,  and  since  he  considered  the  case  to  be  of  such  a 
nature  as  to  require  the  attention  of  a  physician,  as  well  as 
that  of  a  surgeon,  he  mentioned  the  name  of  Dr.  Bat- 
tersby,  the  plaintiff.  The  usual  fee  which  the  plaintiff  re- 
ceived was  a  guinea  for  two  visits ;  but  he  gave  three  at- 
tendances for  a  guinea  if  his  services  were  demanded  for 
any  prolonged  time.  The  operations  required  upon  the 
patient  were  said  to  be  puncturation,  scarification,  bandag- 
ing, and  friction ;  they  were  operations  specifically  within 
the  province  of  a  surgeon's  practice,  and  the  plaintiff  had 
sometimes  performed  them  with  his  own  hand. 

Crowder  and  Butt,  for  the  defendants. — According  to 
the  case  of  Lipscombev.  Holmes  (a),  the  plaintiff  would  be 
out  of  Court  altogether,  because  he  is  a  physician  as  well 
as  a  surgeon;  but  the  difference  between  that  case  and  the 
case  in  chief  is,  that  here  they  attempt  to  engraft  some 
surgical  operations  upon  the  attendance  as  a  physician. 
We  admit  that  some  work  has  been  done  by  the  plaintiff 
in  the  former  character,  but  for  that  the  executors  of  the 
deceased  have  already  paid  j£]0  into  Court.  There  is  no 
pretence  for  any  claim  for  services  as  an  apothecary,  the 
plaintiff  has  not  proved  that  he  had  practised  as  an  apo- 
thecary before  the  year  1815 ;  nor,  if  his  practice  com- 
menced since  that  period,  has  he  produced  the  proper  certi- 
ficate, AUison  V.  Hay  dan  (fi). 

(a)  2  Camp.  441.  (6)  4  Bing.  619 ;  3  C.  &  P.  240. 
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Maule^  J.y  (in  summing  up). — This  action  is  for  work        ig4i^ 
and  labonr  as  a  surgeon  and  apothecary,  and  for  snrgical     ;;;;;^^ 
operations.     The  defendants  deny  that  any  thing  is  due  v. 

for  such  services  done  for  their  testator^  or  at  any  rate 
they  say,  that  not  more  than  j£10  is  due.  Your  verdict 
will  be  for  the  plaintiff  if  you  believe  he  has  done  any 
work  for  the  deceased  as  surgeon  to  the  amount  of  more 
than  .£10 ;  but  for  the  defendants,  if  what  was  done  in 
that  capacity  was  not  of  more  value  than  j£10,  or  if  what 
the  plaintiff  did  was  not  done  as  a  surgeon ;  for  the  law  is 
that  a  physician  cannot  maintain  any  action  for  his  fees. 
But  the  plaintiff  claims  to  recover  for  his  services  as  a  sur- 
geon. If  therefore  his  attendances  have  been  as  a  physi- 
cian, he  cannot  recover ;  independently  of  any  rule  of  law 
respecting  physicians.  It  is  said  that  the  case  was  a  sur- 
gical case,  but  not  so  altogether,  and  the  patient  is  at- 
tended by  a  person  who  is  both  a  physician  and  a  surgeon. 
It  is  possible,  that  if  such  a  person  afford  attendances  only 
as  a  surgeon,  yet  that  he  cannot  recover  at  all  in  conse- 
quence of  his  double  capacity ;  if  the  law  be  so,  and  if  you 
should  find  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  the  defendants  ought 
to  have  leave  to  move  to  enter  a  verdict  the  other  way. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff. 

Bere  and  M.  Smith,  for  the  plaintiff. 
Crowder  and  Butt,  for  the  defendants. 

[Attomiefl — Kenncuvay,  and  Lewis  ^  Lewis,} 


Afterwards,  in  Michaelmas  Term,  Crowder  moved  to 
enter  a  nonsuit,  or  for  a  new  trial,  and  the  rule  was  re- 
fused. 
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1842. 


BEFORE  MR.  JUSTICE  COLERIDGE. 


March  18M. 


Four  trustees 
were  Joint 
landlords  of  a 
house  under  a 
deed  of  trust; 
and  notice  to 


AlFORD  V,  ViCKBRY. 

±  RESPASS. — For  breaking  and  entering  the  plaintiff's 

house,  and  seizing  his  goods.  Flea,  That  one  James  Baker 

held  and  enjoyed  the  premises  as  tenant  to  the  defendant 

and  three  others,  namely,  the  Hon.  Newton  Fellowes,  Mr. 

^pon^the  te*^     Northcote,  and  Mr.  Reed,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  five  gui- 

by  threeVAlTem  ^^^^  ^^  *^**  *^®  defendant  entered  and  distrained  for  a 
only:— -ffew,     year's  rent  in  arrear  at  Lady-Day,  1841.  Replication,  non 

that  the  notice     ^        ^  J         J>  r  » 

was  sufficient  to  tcnuit. 

the  connexion  There  was  a  new  assignment  of  trespasses  on  other  oc- 
^'^rties  M*iaiid!  ^^'^^^^^^  *°^  *o  them  a  similar  plea  was  pleaded,  justifying 
lord  and  tenant  an  entry  to  distrain  for  a  year's  rent  due  at  Lady-Day, 

Notice  to 

quit  was  given,  1840.     Replication,  non  tenuit. 

and  it  expired 
at  Lady- day, 
1840:  the  te. 
nant  held  on 
till  Lady-day, 
1841,  but  since 
the  former  pe- 
riod there  had 
been  no  pay- 
ment of  rent, 
nor  any  other 
overt  act  to 
shew  that  a  new 
tenancy  was 
created.     The 
landlord  dis- 


The  defendant,  with  the  others  mentioned  in  the  plea, 
were  co-trustees  of  a  charity  estate  belonging  to  the  parish 
of  Chawleigh  in  Devon.  Under  the  provisions  of  their 
trust,  they  appointed  the  plaintiff',  in  1815,  to  be  school- 
master of  the  parish,  and  for  many  years  he  occupied  the 
house  in  question  (which  belonged  to  the  trustees,  and  the 
yearly  rent  of  which  they  assumed  to  be  five  guineas),  as 
part  of  his  emoluments.  He  afterwards  quitted  the  house, 
still  continuing  schoolmaster.  It  was  then  let  at  a  public 
trained  for  rent  survey,  at  which  both  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  were 
day,  1841:—  present.  James  Baker  became  the  tenant,  and  the  rent 
disttess^was  m)t  ^^^  received  by  the  defendant,  and  accounted  for  by  him 
justifiable.  The  to  the  plaintiff  up  to  the  year  1838,  when  Baker  refused 

landlord  ought  f  f  J  } 

to  have  sued       any  longer  to  pay  rent  to  the  defendant,  alleging  that  the 

for  use  and  «   .    ../«*  i  •     t       -11      :i 

occupation.        plaintiff  was  his  landlord. 

A  notice  to 
quit  is  suffi- 
ciently served  upon  a  tenant,  if  it  can  be  shewn  that  it  came  to  his  hands  before  the  six  months 
previous  to  the  expiration  of  his  year  of  holding,  though  the  notice  had  been  served  only  by 
having  been  put  under  the  door  of  the  tenant's  house. 
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One  question  of  fact  was^  whether  Baker  were  tenant         1342. 
to  the  pLiintiff  or   to  the    persons  mentioned   in  the 
plea. 

The  defendant  distrained  on  Baker  for  the  year's  rent  due 
at  Lady  Day,  1840;  and,  six  months  before  that  time  the 
notice  to  quit,  dated  7th  September,  1839,  was  put  under 
the  door  of  the  house.  Baker's  wife  proved  that  the  notice 
was  received  by  her  husband,  and  taken  to  his  attorney 
before  the  29th  of  September,  1839.  It  was  also  proved 
that  Baker  quitted  possession  on  the  25th  of  March,  1840, 
but  he  gave  up  the  key  to  the  plaintiff,  not  to  the  de- 
fendant. 

The  notice  to  quit  required  Baker  to  give  up  the  house 
rented  by  him  of  the  four  persons  named  in  the  plea,  on 
the  25th  of  March  then  next  following.  It  was  signed  by 
the  defendant,  Mr.  Fellowes,  and  Mr.  Beed,  but  not  by 
Mr.  Northcote.  The  defendants  began ;  and  at  the  end  of 
their  case, 

Erie  and  Butt,  for  the  plaintiff,  submitted,  among  other 
things,  that  the  plaintiff  was  at  all  events  entitled  to  re- 
cover ;  for  Baker,  supposing  him  to  have  been  tenant  to 
the  four  trustees  up  to  Lady  Day,  1840,  had  ceased  to  be 
so  on  the  expiration  of  the  notice  to  quit,  and  by  that 
notice  the  tenancy  was  put  to-end  on  that  day.  After 
that,  had  Baker  remained  in  possession  as  he  did,  the 
landlords  might  have  sued  him  for  use  and  occupation, 
but  they  could  not  distrain  for  rent,  there  being  no  proof 
of  any  subsequent  payment  of  rent,  or  any  facts  from 
which  a  new  tenancy  at  the  old  rent  could  be  presumed. 
They  cited  Jetmer  v.  Clegg  (a).  Doe  d.  Aslin  v.  Sum- 
merseit{b), 

Bere  and  RowCy  for  the  defendant. — The  notice  to  quit 
did  not  determine  the  tenancy,  for  it  was  not  signed  by  aU 

(a)  1  M.  &  R.  213.  (6)  1  B.  &  Adol.  135. 
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the  landlords,  nor  was  it  served  so  as  to  make  it  binding 
on  either  side.  And  the  fact  that  the  landlords  distrained 
for  a  year's  rent  due  at  Lady  Day,  1841,  is  evidence  of 
their  having  waived  the  notice,  even  if  the  notice  were 
sufficient. 


Erk  and  Butt,  for  the  plaintiff.— The  case  of  Doe  d. 
AsUn  V.  Summersett  (a),  decides  expressly  that  a  notice  to 
quit  by  one  of  several  joint-tenants,  determines  the  tenancy 
as  to  all,  and  the  plaintiff  recovered  there  in  the  action 
upon  a  joint  demise  by  them  all  {b). 

Again,  if  the  notice  to  quit  determined  the  tenancy  as 


(a)  1  B.  &  AdoL  135. 

(6)  The  following  is  a  part  of  the 
judgment  of  the  Court,  as  delivered 
by  Lord  Tenterdenf  C.  J.,  in  the 
case  of  Doe  d.  Aslm  v.  Summer- 
sett  : — "  Where  joint-tenants  join 
in  a  lease,  each  demises  his  own 
share,  Co.  Litt  186.  a,  and  each 
may  put  an  end  to  that  demise,  as 
far  as  it  operates  upon  his  own 
share,  whether  his  companions  will 
join  wf^  him  in  putting  an  end  to 
die  whole  lease  or  not  (Doe,  lessee 
of  Whaymafif  v.  ChapUn^  3  Taunt 
120);  so  that  upon  the  notice  to 
quit  In  this  case,  no  doubt  a  third 
might  have  been  recovered  had 
there  been  a  separate  demise.  But, 
though  upon  a  joint  lease  by  joint- 
tenants,  each  demises  his  own 
share,  this  is  not  the  only  operation 
of  such  a  lease.  Joints-tenants  are 
seised  not  only  of  their  respective 
shares,  per  my,  but  also  of  the  en- 
tirety, per  tout;  Litt  s.  288.  The 
rent  reserved  will  enure  jointly  to 
all  the  lessors ;  Co.  Litt.  47  a,  1 92  a, 
214  a;  and  if  any  of  them  die,  the 
lessee  shall  hold  the  whole  as  tenant 
to  the  survivors.  Upon  a  joint 
demise  by  joint-tenants   upon  a 


tenancy  from  year  to  year,  the 
true  character  of  the  tenancy  is 
this,  not  that  the  tenant  holds  of 
each  the  share  of  each,  so  long  as 
he  and  each  shall  please,  but  that 
he  holds  the  whole  of  <iU  so  long  as 
he  and  aU  shall  please ;  and  as  soon 
as  any  one  of  the  joint -tenants 
gives  a  notice  to  ^uit,  he  effectually 
puts  an  end  to  that  tenancy;  the 
tenant  has  a  right  upon  such  a  no- 
tice to  give  up  the  whoUf  and  un- 
less he  comes  to  a  new  arrangemeat 
with  the  other  joint-tenants  as  to 
their  shares,  he  is  compellable  to 
do  so.  The  hardship  upon  the  te- 
nant, if  he  were  not  entitled  to 
treat  a  notice  from  one  as  putting 
an  end  to  the  tenancy  as  to  the 
whole,  is  obvious ;  for  however  will- 
ing a  man  might  be  to  be  the  sole 
tenant  of  an  estate,  it  is  not  very 
likely  he  should  be  willing  to  hold 
undivided  shares  of  it;  and  if  upon 
such  a  notice  the  tenant  is  entitled 
to  treat  it  as  putting  an  end  to  the 
tenancy  as  to  the  whole,  the  other 
joint-tenants  must  have  the  same 
right  It  cannot  be  optional  on  one 
side  and  on  one  side  only." 
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to  tbree  only  of  th6  landlords,  a^  the  defendant  sttys,  and        1842. 
not  as  to  all,  then  the  issue  Upon  non  tenuit  is  disproved/ 
as  in  PhUpott  v.  Dobbinson  (a). 

Then,  as  to  the  service.  The  notice  came  to  the  hands 
of  the  tenant  before  Michaelmas,  1839,  and  was  acted 
upon  by  him,  and  the  landlords  cannot  now  say  that  the 
service  was  defective. 

Lastly,  the  landlords  could  not  waive  their  notice,  at 
their  own  option  ;  and  there  is  no  evidence  of  any  new  te- 
nancy after  Lady  Day,  1840. 

Bere  and  Rowe,  for  the  defendant,  submitted  that  there 
was  evidence  for  the  jury  of  a  new  tenancy,  and  also  that, 
upon  such  service  as  that  which  had  been  proved,  the 
landlords  could  not  have  supported  ejectment.  The  ser- 
vice, therefore,  was  not  sufficient. 

Coleridge,  J. — I  am  of  opinion  that  the  notice  to  quit 
put  an  end  to  the  tenancy  as  to  all  the  joint  lessors ;  and 
that,  consequently,  the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant, 
on  the  terms  stated  in  this  plea,  did  not  exist  between  the 
four  trustees  and  Baker  after  Lady  Day,  1840.  The  dis- 
tress, therefore,  for  a  year's  rent  due  at  Lady  Day,  1841, 
was  not  justifiable.  I  am  also  of  opinion  that  the  notice 
to  quit  was  sufficiently  served.  It  came  to  the  hands  of 
Baker  before  Michaelmas  Day,  1839,  and  he  acted  upon  it 
by  quitting  at  Lady  Day,  1840.  It  is  equally  clear  that 
there  is  nothing  which  can  go  to  the  jury  to  shew  that  a 
new  tenancy  was  created  for  the  year  ending  at  Lady  Day, 
1841.  As  to  the  action,  therefore,  I  think  the  plaintiff  is 
entitled  to  recover.  The  issue  upon  the  plea  to  the  new 
assignment  will  depend  upon  the  question  whether  the 


(a)  3  M.  &  P.  320;  6  Ring.  104,  thirds  of  that  rent  as  tenant  in  com- 

S.  C.  Where  the  def^ndtot  avowed  mon  of  the  reversion  with  another 

for  an  entire  rent  of  ^170,  and  it  not  named  in  the  avowiy,  it  was 

appeared  that  he  had  only  two-  held  a  variance  on  non  ienuit. 


d 
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1842.        j^^  think  that  Baker^  up  to  Lady  Day^  1840,  was  tenant 
to  the  trustees  of  this  charity,  or  to  the  plaintifiF. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff  generally. 

Erie  and  Butt,  for  the  plaintiff. 
Bere  and  Bowe,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attornies — Tannery  and  /.  H,  Terrell.^ 


{Craum  Side,) 

BEFORE  MR.  JUSTICE  ERSKINE. 


March  17M.  BeGINA  V.  PiTTS. 

If  a  person,  be-  JyLUBDEB. — ^Thc  indictment  charged  the  prisoner  in  one 
should  from  an  count  with  having  caused  the  death  of  the  deceased  by 
immcdTate^c^^  beating  and  wounding;  in  another  by  drowning:  in  other 
lence.anappre.  couuts,  the  death  was  alleged  to  have  been  occasioned  by 

hension  which 

must  be  well  the  deceased  in  slipping  and  falling  into  the  water^  in  en- 

fusdfied  by  the  dcavouring  to  cscapc  from  an  assault  made  with  intent  to 

throw^imsdf  ^°"^*  murdcr,  and  from  an  assault  made  with  intent  to 

for  escape  into  commit  robbcry. 

a  river,  and  be 

drowned,  the  The  body  of  the  deceased  was  found  in  the  river  at  Exe- 
fng*hiin  iiT  "  ^^9  ^^^  i*  ^^^  marks  of  violence,  but  not  of  violence  suf- 
guiityofmur-    ficient  to  occasiou  the  death,  which  appeared  from  the 

symptoms  to  have  been  produced  by  drowning.  There 
were  marks  of  a  struggle  on  the  ground,  and  the  stick  and 
gloves  of  the  deceased  were  discovered  at  no  great  distance 
on  the  banks  of  theriver,  but  in  ap  lace  from  which  it  was 
impossible  that  the  body  could  have  floated  to  the  spot 
where  it  was  found.  The  deceased  had  been  drinking 
with  the  prisoner  and  another  person  on  the  previous 
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evenings  and  had  been  seen,  at  a  late  hour,  followed  by         1342. 

both  in  a  suspicious  manner  towards  his  own  house.  When 

the  prisoner  was  apprehended,  the  deceased's  watch  was 

found  upon  him,  and  there  were  marks  of  blood  on  his 

coat.    The  other  person  implicated  in  the  transaction  was 

admitted  Queen^s  evidence,  and  deposed  to  the  fact,  that 

they  two  had  inveigled  the  deceased  to  the  water's  edge; 

that  the  prisoner  endeavoured  to  rob  him;  that  a  scu£Se 

took  place,  and  that  the  prisoner  afterwards  told  him  that 

he  had  pushed  the  deceased  into  the  water. 

Erskine,  J.  (in  summing  up). — ^A  man  may  throw  him- 
self into  a  river  under  such  circumstances  as  render  it  not 
a  voluntary  act;  by  reason  of  force,  applied  either  to  the 
body  or  the  mind.  It  becomes  then  the  guilty  act  of  him 
who  compelled  the  deceased  to  take  the  step.  But  the 
apprehension  must  be  of  immediate  violence,  and  weU 
grounded,  from  the  circumstances  by  which  the  deceased 
was  surrounded;  not  that  you  must  be  satisfied  that  there 
was  no  other  way  of  escape,  but  that  it  was  such  a  step  as 
a  reasonable  man  might  take.  Here,  all  the  circumstances 
shew  that,  even  if  the  deceased  did  throw  himself  into  the 
river,  it  must  have  been  from  circumstances  arising  out  of 
a  scuffle  with  the  prisoner  or  some  other  person,  or  from 
apprehension  of  further  violence. 

The  prisoner  was  acquitted,  but  pleaded  guilty  to  an 
indictment  for  the  robbery  of  the  watch. 

F.  N.  Rogers,  Merivale  and  Erskine,  for  the  prosecution. 
Bere  and  Mereweiher,  for  the  prisoner. 


VOL.  I.  V  N.  p. 
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BEFORE  MR.  JUSTICE  COLERIDGE. 


March  \7th.  SouTHCOMBE  V,  Merriman  and  Others^  Directors  of  a 

Life  Insurance  Society. 

In  an  action  to  X  HE  declaration  was  on  a  policy  of  insurance  upon  the 

amount  of  a  po-  ^®  ^^  Peter  Stoncman^  made  by  the  plaintiff  at  the  office 

licy  upon  a  life  of  the  defendants,  for  £400,  dated  2nd  of  October,  1839; 

insurance, 

where  the  rules  it  Set  out  also  the  declaration  made  by  the  plaintiff  as  to 

stipuUte  that  l^s  interest  in  the  life,  and  as  to  the  health  and  sober  and 

ihairbe  "o/so-  ^^^P®^*©  habits  of  the  assured,  the  liability  of  the  company, 

ber  and  tem-  and  the  death  of  Peter  Stoneman.     Plea,  that  the  decla- 

perate  habits 

it  is  sufficient,  ration  made  by  the  plaintiff  was  not  true  as  to  the  sober 

nying*the^8ober  ^^^  temperate  habits  of  Peter  Stoneman,  but  that  he  was 

h"b*t8°*f  th***  of  intemperate  and  drunken  habits,  and  so  the  policy  was 

insured,  for  the  void. 

defendants  to  _        _         i-./«».               i            Mt    a  e^. 

shew  that  his  For  the  plamtiff,  it  was  shewn  that  Stoneman  was  a  man 

^perauj^and  ^^  strong  constitution  j  though  it  was  admitted  that  he  was 

It  is  no  answer  jjot  a  man  who  was  never  intemperate,  but  that  he  would 

to  this  plea,  ,                                                         * 

that  the  plain-  sometimes  spend  a  day  or  two  at  once  at  the  Somerset 

intemperance  Arms,  where  he  would  drink  five  or  six  pints  of  ale  in  the 

been  to*8uch  a  c^^^"^®  ^^  ^^^  ^^7f  ^^^  ^^at  he  was  uot  Systematically  in- 

degree  as  to  in-  temperate  j  that  he  never  took  enouech  to  hurt  him :  that 

jure  the  health  r            ^                                                         o 

of  the  insured,  he  had  not  the  appearance  of  a  man  affected  by  the  habi- 

bis  life/  °  ^^  ^^^  ^^  liquor;  and  a  medical  witness  said  that  Stone- 
man died  of  inflammation  in  the  lungs,  which  inflammation 
was  totally  unconnected  with  intemperance  or  habits  of 
drunkenness. 


Bompas,  Serjt.,  for  defendants. — The  argument  on  the 
plaintiff's  side  is,  in  effect,  this :  "  That  the  office  has  no 
right  to  resist  their  claim ;  because,  if  they  can  shew  that 
the  man's  health  was  good, — if  his  constitution  remained 
unimpaired, — ^it  did  not  matter  whether  the  man  were  a 
drunkard  or  not.''     Our  answer  is.  The  contract  stipu- 
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lates  that  the  insured  shall  be  of  sober  and  temperate        1342, 
habits.     The  witnesses  for  the  defendants  proved  the  con-   ^  ^"'^^^'^^ 

'^  SOUTBCOMBB 

trary  of  the  former  evidence :  that  the  deceased  was  a  v. 

notorious  drunkard ;  that  he  had  been  often  turned  away 

firom  his  employment  for  this  fault;   some  of  them  had 

seen  him  drink  fifteen  pints  of  cider  before  dinner,  and  he 

would  be  away  for  a  week  or  a  fortnight  together  drinking. 

This  habit  was  said  to  have  lasted  up  to  the  time  of  his 

deaths  and  to  have  begun  before  any  of  the  witnesses  could 

recoUect  its  commencement,  though  some  of  them  had 

known  him  many  years:  all  the  witnesses  spoke  to  his 

general  drunken  habits ;  some  had  been  his  companions, 

and  others  had  seen  him  constantly.    It  was  said,  that 

he  drank  harder  in  1839  than  he  had  ever  done;  and  the 

plaintiff  himself  had  been  heard  to  speak  of  his  drunken 

liabits,  and  to  blame  him  for  them. 

Erie,  in  reply. 

Coleridge,  J.  (in  summing  up). — The  question  on  the 
record  is  respecting  the  habits  of  Peter  Stoneman,  the  de- 
ceased. You  have  to  say  whether,  upon  the  2nd  of  Octo- 
ber, 1839,  and  for  such  a  reasonable  time  backwards  as 
would  allow  of  a  man  evincing  a  habit,  Stoneman  was  a 
temperate  man.  It  is  said  by  the  plaintififs  counsel  that 
the  question  is,  whether  the  deceased  was  intemperate  to 
such  a  degree  as  to  injure  his  health.  I  differ  from  that 
position :  for  the  society  has  a  right,  from  many  motives 
of  their  own,  to  act  upon  what  rules  they  please,  and  to 
stipulate,  as  in  this  case,  that,  even  though  a  man^s  health 
be  not  impaired,  every  person  whose  life  is  insured  at  their 
oflBce  shall  be  a  person  of  temperate  habits.  His  Lordship 
then  went  over  the  evidence,  and  concluded.  You  ought  to 
say,  upon  the  weight  of  this  evidence,  whether  the  man, 
Stoneman,  were  of  sober  and  temperate  habits  at  the  time 
of  the  insurance. 

Verdict  for  plaintiff. 
u2 
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1842. 


SOUTHCOMBB 
V. 

Mbrriman. 


Erie,  Crowder  and  M.  Smith,  for  thei  plaintiff. 
Bompas,  Greenwood  and  Cornish,  for  the  defendants. 


[Attornies — GUlard,  and  Stone  8f  Turner,'] 


Afterwards^  in  Easter  Term^  the  defendants  obtained  a 
rule  nisi  to  set  aside  the  verdict^  as  being  against  Evidence. 


BEFORE    MB.    JUSTICE    COLERIDGE. 


March  16M. 


Regina  V.  John  Nott. 


The  defendant,   INDICTMENT  against  the  defendant,  a  magistrate  of 

a  county  ma-         _  _  _.  ^  ,     .    .         .  ,  , 

gistrate,  com-     the  coonty  of  Devon,  for  administering  voluntary  oaths 
ttjo^f  Exe-  contrary  to  the  statute  5  &  6  Will.  4,  e.  62,  s.  13  (a). 

ter  of  the  con- 
duct of  two  of  his  clergy,  and  to  substantiate  his  charge  he  swore  witnesses  before  himself,  as 
magistrate,  to  the  truth  of  the  facts: — Held^  that  the  matter  before  the  Bishop  was  not  a  judicial 
proceeding,  and  therefore  that  the  magistrate  had  brought  himself  within  the  enactment,  6  &  6 
Will.  4,  c.  62,  s.  18,  and  that  he  had  unlawfully  administered  voluntary  oaths  contrary  to  the 
'enactment  of  that  statute. 


(a)  Sect  13 : — "And  whereas  a 
practice  has  prevailed  of  adminis- 
tering and  receiving  oaths  and  affi- 
davits voluntarily  taken  and  made 
in  matters  not  the  subject  of  any 
judicial  inquiry,  nor  in  anywise 
pending  or  at  issue  before  the  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  or  other  person 
by  whom  such  oaths  or  affidavits 
have  been  administered  or  received: 
And  whereas  doubts  have  arisen 
whether  or  not  such  proceeding 
is  illegal;  for  the  more  effectual 
suppression  of  such  practice  and 
removing  such  doubts,  be  it  en- 
acted, That  from  and  after  the  com- 
mencement of  this  act  it  shall  not 


be  lawful  for  any  justice  of  the 
peace  or  other  person  to  adminis- 
ter, or  cause  or  allow  to  be  admi- 
nistered, or  to  receive,  or  cause  or 
allow  to  be  received,  any  oath,  af- 
fidavit, or  solemn  affirmation  touch- 
ing any  matter  or  thing  whereof 
such  justice  or  other  person  hath 
not  jurisdiction  or  cognizance  by 
some  statute  in  force  at  the  time 
being:  Provided  always,  that  no- 
thing herein  contained  shall  be  con- 
strued to  extend  to  any  oath,  affi- 
davit, or  solemn  affirmation  before 
any  justice  in  any  matter  or  thing 
touching  the  preservation  of  the 
peace,  or  the  prosecution,  trial,  or 
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The  first  count  of  the  indictment  charged,  that  the  de*  ^^42. 
fendant,  being  a  justice  of  the  peace^  did  unlawfully  admi- 
nister to  and  receive  from  John  Huxtable  a  certain  volun- 
tary oath  touching  certain  matters  and  things  whereof  the 
defendant  had  not  jurisdiction  or  cognizance  by  any  statute. 
The  second  and  third  counts  were  slightly  varied|  and  the 
fourth  count  negatived  the  proviso  of  the  thirteenth  section 
of  the  statute.  There  were  two  other  sets  of  similar  counts, 
chaj^ng  the  defendant  with  administering  oaths  to  Ann 
Barrow  and  Grace  Short. 

The  facts  were  that  Mr.  Nott  had  made  a  complaint  to 
the  Bishop  of  Exeter  of  the  conduct  of  two  clergymen  who 
officiated  in  Mr.  Notf  s  parish.  The  nature  of  the  com- 
plaint was^  that  one  of  the  clergymen  had  played  at  thim- 
ble-rig^ and  that  both  had  neglected  the  duties  of  the  parish. 
The  Bishop  intimated  to  Mr.  Nott^  that^  before  he  could 
call  on  the  clergymen  to  answer  the  complaint^  Mr.  Nott 
must  either  bring  before  him  the  persons  who  proved  the 
charges^  or  obtain  statements  in  writing  of  the  facts.  Mr. 
Nott  obtained  statements  of  the  facts  charged  from  the 
three  persons  mentioned  in  the  indictment^  and  swore  the 
persons  before  himself^  as  justice  of  the  peace^  to  the  truth 
of  the  statements  made  by  them.  The  Bishop  had  before 
appointed  a  day  for  hearing  the  charges^  and  had  sum- 
moned the  clergymen  to  attend;  but  his  Lordship^  on 
finding  that  the  depositions  had  been  thus  swom^  declined 
to  look  at  them ;  he  went^  however^  into  the  charges  on 
other  evidence.  It  appeared  that  Mr.  Nott  was  ignorant 
of  the  statute  rendering  the  practice  of  administering 
voluntary  oaths  illegal. 

Erie,  for  the  defendant^  contended  that  the  enacting 


punishment  of  offences,  or  touching  tion  which  may  be  required  by  the 

tny  proceedings  before   either  of  lawsof  any  foreign  countries  to  give 

the  houses  of  Parliament  or  any  validity  to  instruments  in  writing 

committee  thereof  respectively,  nor  designed  to  be  used  in  such  foreign 

to  any  oath,  affidavit,  or  affirma-  countries  respectively." 
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1842.  part  of  the  statute  must  be  construed  with  reference  to  the 
preamble;  that  the  enacting  clause  which  prohibits  ''any 
justice  of  the  peace  or  other  pers<m**  from  administering 
oaths^  other  than  in  matters  over  which  jurisdiction  was 
given  by  statute^  if  taken  by  itself,  would  render  unlawful 
the  taking  of  many  oaths  which  could  be  administered  by 
the  common  law ;  that  the  enactment  construed  together 
with  the  proviso,  was  still  too  stringent,  and  that  the  en- 
actment and  proviso  must  be  governed  by  the  preamble. 
And  then  he  argued,  that  in  so  construing  the  statute 
the  investigation  before  the  Bishop  was  a  judicial  inquiry y 
and  that  the  oaths  were  therefore  not  unlawfully  admin- 
istered. 

CoLEBiDOE,  J.,  in  summing  up,  said  he  was  of  opinion 
that  the  enacting  part  of  the  statute  was  not  governed  by 
the  preamble ;  that  he  considered  the  enacting  part  of  the 
section  and  the  proviso  preserved  to  justices  of  the  peace 
all  the  jurisdiction  they  had,  as  well  at  the  common  law  as 
by  statute,  to  administer  oaths ;  and  that  the  inquiry  before 
the  Bishop  was  clearly  a  matter  in  respect  of  which  the 
defendant  had  no  jurisdiction  either  at  common  law  or  by 
statute.  He  directed  the  jury,  that,  if  they  were  satisfied 
the  defendant  did  administer  the  oaths,  they  should  find 
himgmlty. 

The  jury  returned  the  following  verdict : — "  We 
find  the  defendant  gtulty  of  inadvertently 
administering  an  oath  or  oaths.'' 

Coleridge,  J. — ^That  is  a  verdict  of — Guilty. 

Cockbum  and  Merivak,  for  the  prosecution. 
Erie,  Bere  and  M.  Smith,  for  the  defendants. 
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SOMERSET  ASSIZES. 
{CivU  Side). 

BEFORE  MB.  JUSTICE  ER8KINE. 


KiDDELL  V.  BURNARD.  March  2Sth. 

iVSSUMPSIT  to  recover  back  the  money  paid  for  the  in  an  action  for 
purchase  of  three  bullocks^  which  had  been  warranted  ranty  of  sound- 
sound.     Pleas,  that  the  plaintiflF  did  not  buy  in  manner  ^^  '^e^'m^an- 
and  form ;  and  that  the  bullocks  were  not  unsound  as  in  >ng  of  the 
the  declaration  alleged.  is,  that  the  ani. 

The  plaintiflF  employed  Adam  Bi^ant  to  buy  buUocks  T^^^S^T 
for  him  at  the  fair  on  Lew  Down,  in  the  county  of  ^"*  !**  *■  ^*'- 

'       ,  "^  ranted  to  be 

Devon,   in  April,  1841;    and  he  accordingly  purchased  sound,    if  the 
three,  for  which  he  paid  £40 — a  fair  price,  it  was  said,  had  of  a  kind  toim- 
the  cattle  been  soimd.    Bryant  complained  that  the  beasts  Jai^^^^new ' 
were  of  a  bad  colour,  upon  which  the  defendant  said,  "I  pf  the  animal 

in  the  purpose 

will  warrant  them  sound.^^  There  was  some  question  on  for  which  he  is 
the  trial,  whether  Bryant  bought  them  on  his  own  ac-  wouid"not  con- 
count  and  re-sold  them  to  the  plaintiflP,  or  whether  he  *"^'«"n- 

■^  '  soundness. 

bought  them  as  the  plaintiflf^s  agent.    Two  of  the  buUocks  B«t  n©  wgw- 

were  afterwards  re-sold,  and  turned  out  to  be  unsoimd,  adduced  for 

and  the  plaintiff  had  to  pay  a  compensation  of  £20  to  the  from^thT*^^ 

purchaser:  the  other  died  on  its  road  to  Leicestershire.  «J»gi\toessof 

the  disease  or 

There  were  witnesses  who  said  that  all  three  of  the  bul-  the  facility  of 
locks  appeared  to  be  more  or  less  unsound  at  the  sale  at  u  not  possible 
Lew  Down  fair.  |?  "°*^5  ^« 

time  of  cure ; 

The  plaintiff^s  drover  took   eiffhty-three  buUocks  for  though  the 

^  .  ^     "^  slightness  of 

him  from  Devonshire  to  Northampton.     They  all  endured  the  animal's 
the  journey  weD  except  the  three  in  question.     The  dis-  be  ^  fit's^ect 
tance  they  were  driven  was  between  fourteen  and  twenty  ^^l^^^  conside- 

•^  *^    ration  of  the 

miles  a  day.     The  beasts  were  all  treated  alike  on  their  jury  in  assess- 
ing damages. 

journey. 


BURNARD. 
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1842.  Crowder  {Bere  and  C.  Saunders  were  with  him)  submitted 

^ — "^"^     to  the  jury,  that  the  dealing  was  not  between  the  plaintiff 

KlODELL 

V.  and  defendant^  nor  was  there  sufficient  evidence  of  the 

warranty  given^  nor  was  the  imsoundness  of  the  animals 
established. 

Erskine^  J.^  (in  summing  up). — ^The  plaintiff  must 
make  out  three  facts :  firsts  the  sale  to  him ;  secondly^  the 
warranty;  and  thirdly^  the  breach.  If  Bryant  bought  the 
oxen  for  himself  and  sold  them  again  to  the  plaintiff, 
then  this  action  will  not  lie ;  but  if  he  bought  them  as  the 
agent  of  Eiddell,  it  does  not  signify  that  he  did  not  make 
use  of  the  name  of  his  principal.  Secondly,  the  question 
of  warranty ;  That  rests  on  the  evidence  of  Bryant  entirely ; 
but  when  there  is  evidence  of  a  warranty,  the  fjEdmess  of  the 
price  paid  is  a  circumstance  tending  to  confirm  that  evi- 
dence. If  you  find  on  these  two  points  for  the  plaintiff, 
then  the  third  question  is,  were  the  cattle  unsound  at  the 
time  of  the  sale  ?  The  plaintiff  must  prove  that  the  beasts 
had  some  disease  or  seeds  of  disease  at  the  time  of  the  sale, 
which  rendered  them  in  some  degree  unfit  or  less  fit  for 
ordinary  use.  Thus  it  is  in  the  case  of  horses :  so  with 
respect  to  oxen.  The  defendant  warrants  they  have  no 
disease  which  would  prevent  them  firom  being  fattened 
and  made  fit  for  sale  to  a  butcher,  or  render  them  dis- 
qualified for  travelling.  One  of  the  beasts  died  on  the 
road  from  unsoundness.  Did  the  unsoundness  come  on 
by  any  accidental  circumstance  after  the  sale,  as  taking 
cold  or  drinking  cold  water?  if  so,  that  is  not  such  un- 
soundness as  to  affect  this  verdict:  or  were  the  symp- 
toms referable  to  antecedent  disease?  if  so,  the  case  is 
made  out  as  to  that  animal.  For  the  other  two  bullocks, 
you  have  it  in  evidence,  that  the  butcher  who  bought 
them  observed  their  bad  condition;  and  it  is  also  said 
that  they  were  unsound  at  the  time  of  the  sale  on  Lew 
Down. 
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The  question  is,  are  you  satisfied  that  these  beasts  had 
the  disease  upon  them  at  the  time  of  sale?  . 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff:  damages  £25. 

Erie  and  Moody,  for  the  plaintiff. 

Crowder,  Bere  and  C.  Saunders,  for  the  defendant. 

[AttomieB — Chwes  %  WecUake,  and  Kingdon.'] 


1842. 


KiDDBLL 
BUBNARD. 


Afterwards,  in  Easter  Term,  Crowder  moved  the  Court 
for  a  new  trial,  on  the  ground  of  mis-direction  on  the  part 
of  the  learned  Judge,  respecting  the  subject  of  soundness. 
But  the  Court  refused  to  give  him  a  rule  to  shew  cause, 
and — 

Parke,  B.,  said — I  adhere  to  the  doctrine  laid  down  in 
Coates  y.  Stevens  (a),  though  differing  from  that  held  in 
Boldero  v.  Brogden  (b).   The  word  ^'  sound'^  means  that  the 


[a)  Coates  v.  Stevens,  2  M.  & 
R.  157.— Bristol,  18th  Aug.  1838, 
Parke^  B.,  said — "  I  have  always 
considered,  that  a  maD  who  buys  a 
hone  warranted  soimd,  must  be 
taken  as  buying  it  for  immediate 
use,  and  he  has  a  right  to  expect  one 
capable  of  that  use,  and  of  being 
immediately  put  to  any  fair  work  the 
owner  chooses.  The  rule  as  to  im- 
loandness  is,  that,  if  at  the  time  of 
the  sale  the  horse  has  any  disease, 
which  either  actually  does  diminish 
the  natural  usefulness  of  the  animal, 
so  as  to  make  him  less  capable  of 
work  of  any  description;  or  which 
m  its  ordinary  progress  will  dimi- 
nish the  natural  usefulness  of  the 
animal;  or  if  the  horse  has,  either 
from  disease  or  accident,  undergone 
any  alteration  of  structure,  that 
either  actually  does  at  the  time  or 


in  its  ordinary  effects  will  diminish 
the  natural  usefulness  of  the  horse ; 
such  a  horse  is  unsound." 

(b)  Boldero  v.  Brogden,  2  M.  & 
R.  113— Lancaster,  19  Mar.  1838. 
Coleridge,  J.,  said, — "  The  ques- 
tion was,  whether  the  horse  at  the 
time  of  the  sale  had  upon  him  any 
disease  which  was  calculated  per- 
manently to  render  him  imfit  for 
use,  or  whether  the  disorder  which 
the  horse  then  had  was  a  mere  cold, 
of  such  a  nature  that  with  ordinary 
care  it  would  soon  have  been  cured, 
and  so  cured  as  to  leave  in  the  ani- 
mal no  tendency  to  any  recurrence 
of  the  disorder  in  its  after  life.  A 
mere  slight  cold  no  more  constituted 
unsoundness  in  a  horse  than  it  did 
in  a  human  creature;  neither  was  a 
horse  lame  within  the  meaning  of 
a  warranty,  because  at  the  time  of 
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BURNAR]>. 


animal  is  free  from  disease  at  the  time  he  is  warranted  to 
be  sound.  If^  indeed^  the  disease  were  not  in  ordinary 
cases  of  a  nature  to  impede  the  natural  usefrdness  of  the 
animal  in  the  purpose  for  which  he  is  used^  it  would  not 
be  unsoundness :  as,  if  a  horse  had  a  pimple  on  his  skin; 
but  if  the  pimple  were  on  some  part  of  him,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent putting  on  him  a  saddle  or  bridle,  or  other  harness, 
the  case  would  be  different;  he  would  then  be  unsound. 
No  argument  is  to  be  admitted  which  is  adduced  from 
the  slightness  of  the  disease  or  the  facility  of  cure ;  for  it 
would  be  impossible  to  set  any  limit  to  the  time  of  core, 
though  the  slightness  of  the  disorder,  at  the  time  of  sale, 
may  be  a  fit  subject  for  the  jury's  consideration  in  assess- 
ing damages. 


Alderson,  B. — The  only  qualification  of  which  the 
word  ''sound''  is  susceptible  is,  that  the  animal  is  sound 
for  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  sold.  If  a  horse  be  sold 
to  be  used  in  a  certain  way,  and  should  be  affected  with 
any  disorder  which  will  impede  his  usefrdness  in  that 
way,  he  is  unsound  (c). 


the  sale  he  might  have  a  thorn  in 
his  foot,  and  so  limp,  if  it  were 
clear  that  the  limping  would  be 
cured  by  simply  extracting  the 
thorn.  The  point  to  consider  was 
the  effect  on  the  constitution  of  the 
animal.  If  the  jury  thought,  in  the 
present  instance,  the  only  ailment 
of  the  hone  at  the  time  of  the  sale 


was  a  mere  cold — such  a  cold  as 
might  reasonably  be  expected  to 
give  way  to  slight  medical  treat- 
ment, and  to  leave  behind  no  seed 
of  future  disease — ^he  recommended 
them  to  find  their  verdict  for  the 
defendant, 
(c)  6  Jurist,  327. 
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SPRING  ASSIZES,  TAUNTON,  1841. 

BEFORE  MB.  COMMI88IONEB  B0GEB8. 


Regina  V.  Allan.  ^-^  j^^^ 

J  OHN  ALLAN  was  indicted  for  aiding  Benjamin  Young,  It  is  a  misde- 
a  prisoner  in  the  gaol  at  Ilchester,  in  escaping  there&om,  dictabie  at"' 
on  Saturday,  January  9,  1841.    There  were  three  counts  «?»««">»  law,  to 

•^ '  J      '  aid  a  person  to 

in  the  indictment :  two  for  the  o£Fence  at  common  law,  escape  from 

custody, 

and  one  under  the  stat.  4  Geo.  4,  c.  64.    Benjamin  Young  though  he  be 
had  been  taken  under  a  capias  ad   satisfaciendum  for  ^  remand  of 
27/.  10*.  2rf.,  at  the  suit  of  Samuel  Pryor  Jackson  and  ^!»«  Commis- 

•'  sioners  for  the 

Bichard  Ainsworth.     He  petitioned  the  Court  for  the  Re-  Relief  of  insoi- 
Eef  of  Insolvent  Debtors  for  his  discharge  under  the  act ;  and  not  on  any 
and  the  Court,  on  hearing  his  petition,  ordered  him  to  be  criminaicharge. 
discharged  forthwith  as  to  the  several  debts  in  his  sche- 
dule, excepting  as  to  a  debt  of  51/.  10*.  2d.,  due  to  the 
said  S.  P.  Jackson  and  R.  Ainsworth,  and  as  to  a  certain 
other  debt  of  64/.  due  to  Joseph  Smith,  (the  two  debts 
amounting  to  more  than  j£lOO) ;  and  as  to  them,  to  be 
discharged  as  soon  as  he  shall  have  been  in  custody  at  the 
suit  of  the  said  S.  P.  Jackson  and  R.  Ainsworth,  and  at 
the  suit  of  the  said  J.  Smith,  for  the  period  of  thirteen 
calendar  months.     The  debt  of  51/.  10«.  2d.  included  the 
above  sum  of  27/.  10*.  2d. 
The  prisoner  was  undefended  by  counsel. 


Kinglake,  for  the  prosecution,  submitted  on  behalf  of 
the  prisoner,  before  going  into  the  merits  of  the  case,  whe- 
ther the  indictment  would  lie  or  not.  There  were  two 
questions : — First,  was  Benjamin  Young  in  such  custody 
as  that  contemplated  in  16  Geo.  2,  c.  31,  s.  1  (a),  so  as  to 

(a)  16  Geo.  2,  c.  31,  s.  1 : — *'  If  means  whatsoever,  be  aiding  or  as- 
Any  person  shall,  from  and  after  the  sisting  any  prisoner  to  attempt  to 
24th  day  of  June,  1743,  hy  any      make  his  or  her  escape  from  any 


•-;• 
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make  it  an  indictable  offence  to  aid  in  his  escape  ?  Do  the 
words^ "  any  process  whatsoever/^  comprehend  civil  process, 
and  the  process  nnder  the  remand  of  the  Coort  for  the  Be- 
lief of  Insolvent  Debtors,  as  well  as  criminal  process  ?  The 
only  process,  independent  of  the  commissioner's  order,  un- 
der which  the  gaoler  held  Young  in  custody,  was  the  capias 
ad  satisfaciendum  above  referred  to  for  27/.  10».  2d.  The 
order  of  the  commissioner  did  not  subject  Young  to  cus- 
tody, but  limited  his  period  of  confinement  by  directing 
his  discharge  at  the  end  of  thirteen  months,  and  therefore 
it  might  be  that  Young  was  not  in  gaol  upon  any  process 
for  a  debt  to  the  amount  of  100/.  If  the  Court  ruled  on 
behalf  of  the  prisoner  on  this  point,  then  the  second  ques- 
tion was,  whether  a  person  in  custody  under  civil  process 
can  be  guilty  of  an  escape,  as  that  offence  is  contemplated 
at  common  law.  It  is  submitted,  that  a  person  must  be  in 
custody  under  some  criminal  charge  or  process,  otherwise 
his  offence  is  not  of  a  public  character ;  and  consequently,  to 
aid  in  his  escape  is  not  an  offence  against  the  community. 
But  he  also  suggested,  that  if  any  person  refuses  to  undergo 
that  imprisonment  which  the  law  thinks  fit  to  put  upon  him, 
and  frees  himself  from  it  by  any  artifice  before  such  time  as 
he  is  delivered  by  due  course  of  law,  he  is  guilty  of  a  high 
contempt  punishable  with  fine  and  imprisonment  {b). 


gaol,  although  no  escape  be  actu- 
ally made,  in  case  such  prisoner 
then  was  attainted  or  convicted  of 
treason,  or  any  felony,  except  petty 
larceny,  or  lawfully  committed  to, 
or  detained  in,  any  gaol  for  treason, 
or  any  felony,  except  petty  larceny, 
expressed  in  the  warrant  of  com- 
mitment or  detainer,  every  person 
so  offending,  and  being  thereof 
lawfully  convicted,  shall  be  deemed 
and  adjudged  guilty  of  felony,  and 
shall  be  transported  to  one  of  his 
Majesty's  colonies  or  plantations  in 
America,  for  the  term  of  seven 
years;  and  in  case  such  prisoner 
then  was  convicted  of,  committed 


to,  or  detained  in  any  gaol  for  petty 
larceny,  or  any  other  crime,  not  being 
treason  or  felony,  expressed  in  the 
warrant  of  his  or  her  commitmentor 
detainer,  as  aforesaid,  or  then  was 
in  gaol  upon  any  process  whatso- 
ever, for  any  debt,  damages,  costs, 
sum  or  sums  of  money,  amounting 
in  the  whole  to  the  sum  of  £100, 
every  person  so  offending  as  afore- 
said, and  being  thereof  lawfully 
convicted,  shall  be  deemed  and 
adjudged  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor, 
for  which  he  or  she  shall  be  liable 
to  a  fine  and  imprisonment" 

(h)  Hawkins' Pleas  of  the  Crown, 
b.  2,  c.  vi;  2  Inst  589,    590^-^ 
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Mr.  Commissioner  Rogers  took  the  opinion  of  Ebs- 
KiNE,  J.^  and  WiGHTMAN^  J.^  on  the  above  ease;  and  their 
Lordships  held,  that  the  prisoner  was  indictable  for  this        Allan. 
offence  at  common  law. 

AiL'Gen.  v.  Sir  Miles  Hobert;  and  Att-Qen^Y,  Wm,  Stroud,  Cro.  Car. 
^09. 


SOMERSETSHIRE  ASSIZES. 

BEFORE  MR.  JUSTICE  MAULE. 


Regina  V.  Gooding.  Auguttlbth. 

John  GtOODING  was  indicted  for  feloniously  marrying  if  there  be  a 

Ann  Taylor,  his  first  wife  Ann  Gooding  then  being  aUve.  f^^^^^  ^^'' 

Christian  name 

BaUy  for  the  prosecution,  called  a  witness,  the  wife  of  ^^  ^^  P"- 

.  Boner's  first 

the  sexton  of  the  parish  of  Bedminster,  who  produced  an  wife,  as  laid  in 

examined  copy  of  the  certificate  of  the  marriage  of  John  and  as  stj^d"*' 

and  Sarah  Ann  Gooding.  *?  ^^^  ?py  °f 

^  the  certificate 

The  Court  then  asked  whether  the  prosecutor  were  which  is  pro- 
prepared  to  carry  the  case  any  farther;  and  receiving  a  the  first  mar- 
reply  in  the  negative,  the  case  was  stopped,  and  scMw^r  must^tJe 

acquitted ;  vn- 

Maule,'  J.,   said  to  the  jury — It  does  not  follow  that  *««»  that  discre- 

«*      •'  pancy  can  be 

the  evidence  already  produced  prevents  the  case  from  be-  explained,  or,  in 

ing  proved;  for  evidence  might  perhaps  be  ofiered  to  ex-  8uchpnK5;*un- 

plain  the  circumstance  of  this  difference  in  the  name  of  *!•*  ^'  *^"  *** 

^  ^  ...  shewn  that  the 

the  prisoner's  first  wife,  as  she  is  described  in  the  indict-  first  wife  was 

ment,  and  as  described  in  the  marriage  certificate;  and  names. 
even  in  the  absence  of  such  evidence  as  that,  proof  might 
notwithstanding  be  supplied,  that  the  woman  was  known 
by  both  names;  but  as  the  counsel  for  the  prosecution  is 
not  prepared  with  such  proof,  the  case  must  stop. 

Verdict — Not  guilty. 
BMy  for  the  prosecution. 


Cockbum,  for  the  prisoner. 
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TAUNTON. 
{Croum  Side.) 


BEFORE  MR.  JUSTICE  COLERIDGE. 


March  30th. 

The  vcntry  of  a 
parish  church 
was  broken 
open  and  rob- 
bed.    It  was 
formed  out  of 
what  before 
had  been  the 
church  porch, 
but  had  a  door 
opening  into  the 
church-yard, 
which  could 
only  be  un- 
locked from  the 
inside:— ^e^, 
that  this  veitry 
was  part  of  the 
fabric  of  the 
church,  and 
within  the 
meaning  of  an 
indictment  for 
sacrilegiously 
breaking  and 
entering  the 
church. 


Regina  v.  Evans  and  Smith. 

loACRILEGE. — ^The  prisoners  were  indicted  for  breakiiig 
and  entering  the  parish  church  at  Chard  in  the  county  of 
Somerset^  and  stealing  the  sacramental  plate.  The  plate 
was  kept  in  a  chest  in  the  vestry,  and  the  o£Fence  had  been 
committed  by  breaking  the  vestry  window  and  gaining 
entrance  thereby.  The  vestry  had  in  old  time  been  the 
porch  of  the  church,  and  when  the  church  was  altered  the 
porch  was  turned  into  the  vestry-room.  It  had  never 
been  used  for  vestry  purposes,  but  only  for  the  robing  of 
the  clergyman,  and  the  custody,  as  now,  of  the  sacEaniental 
plate.  It  had  a  door  opening  into  the  body  of  the  church, 
and  there  was  another  door  opening  into  the  church-yard; 
but  this  latter  door  was  always  kept  locked  in  the  inaid^ 
and  the  keyhole  did  not  proceed  through  to  the  outside  of 
the  door. 

Coleridge,  J. — ^The  vestry  here  is  as  much  a  part  of 
the  church  for  the  purposes  of  this  indictment  as  the  altar 
or  the  nave  (a). 


Verdict — Guilty. 


Bere  and  Stone,  for  the  prosecution. 
Moody,  for  the  prisoner  Smith. 
Edwards,  for  the  prisoner  Evans. 


[Attomies — Harvey,  and  Langworthy.l 


(a)  See  Wheeler's  case,  3  C.  &  P.  585. 
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TAUNTON. 

{Crown  Side.) 

BEFORE  MB.  JUSTICE  COLERIDGE. 


The  Queen  v.  Adams  and  Ten  Others.  ^p^  4^;^^ 

X  HE  prisoners  were  indicted  under  the  stat.  7  &  8  Geo.  On  an  indict- 

4,  c.  30,  s.  8,  for  riotously,  tumultuously,  and  feloniously  7  j^  s  Geo.  4, 

being  assembled  together  at  &c.,  and  then  and  there  be-  bednnln^'to*' 

ginning  to  demolish  a  certain  house  in  the  parish  of  Wal-  demolish,  puii 

down,  or  de* 

cot,  in  the  city  of  Bath.  The  indictment  concluded,  stroy  any  house, 
*'  Against  the  form  of  the  statute.^^  The  oflfence  was  al-  cannot  findThc 
leged  to  have  been  committed  on  the  28th  of  June,  1841,  P^IJ^"*^^""^^' 
and  the  indictment  was  preferred  at  the  Summer  Assizes  think  that  their 

.•>.,  .  ■•rt.i^o  i»i  •  intention  was 

at  Bndgewater,  August,  1841.     Some  of  the  prisoners  so  to  destroy 
^ere  admitted  to  bail,  and  did  not  surrender  till  this  pre-  jjj^'^^^fea"'  j" 
sent  time.  "°  ^°"«®  *^  *'*• 

No  injury,  how- 

XJpon  their  arraignment,  ever  extensive, 

short  of  the  ac- 

Prideaux  and  T,  W.  Saunders ,  for  the  prisoners,  sub-  oftheverywi?s 
mitted  their  right  to  demur  to  the  indictment,  and  plead  ^  eon^emp^^^^^^ 
not  guilty  at  the  same  time.    They  cited  The  Queen  v.  by  the  provi- 

sions  of  this  act. 

J^hUUps  and  Others  (a).  it  is  compe- 

The  course  proposed  was  allowed  by  the  learned  Judge.  goner*to*demur 
In  argument  on  demurrer,  and  plead  over 

®  '  to  the  facts  of 

an  indictment 

Prideaiux  and  71  JV.  Saunders,  for  the  prisoners. — The  at  the  same 
indictment  should  have  concluded  against  the  form  of  the     where  a  sta- 

atatutes.    The  offence  is  that  set  out  by  the  7  &  8  Geo.  4,  ^^i^^J^^i^^^^^ 

c,  30,  s.  8 ;  but  the  punishment  of  the  offence  is  altered  awards  a  pu- 

^  i.    1  -     nishment,  and 

by  the  4  &  5  Vict.  c.  56,  s.  2(i);  and  the  effect  of  this  by  a  subsequent 

act  the  punish- 
ment is  altered, 
the  indictment  for  such  offence  should  conclude  "against  the  form  of  the  ttatutet.** 

(a)  I  C.  &  Mar.   180,  and  the  8th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Ma^ 

<*»«  there  cited.  jesty  King  George  the  Fourth,  inti- 

(i)  4  &  5  Vict  c.  56,  8.  2: —  tuled,  <An  act  for  consolidating  and 

^  Whereas  by  an  act  passed  in  the  amending  the  laws  in  England  rela- 
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latter  act  is  to  make  the  indictment  bad ;  for  there  is  no 
punishment  under  the  statute  upon  which  this  indictment 
is  framed^  since  the  judgment  of  death  awarded  by  it  can- 
not be  pronounced. 


Stone  and  Phinn,  for  the  prosecution. — ^The  indictment 
was  preferred  at  the  last  assizes^  before  the  act  of  4  &  5 
Vict.  c.  56  came  into  operation.  The  o£Fence  is  against 
the  enactments  of  the  stat.  of  7  &  8  Geo.  4.  The  subse- 
quent act^  4  &  5  Vict.  c.  56^  s.  2,  which  alters  the  punish- 
ment^ is  only  for  the  guidance  pf  the  Court,  if  the  prisoner 
should  be  found  guilty. 

Coleridge^  J. — If  you  go  for  the  statutable  punishment, 
the  indictment  should  conclude  against  the  form  of  the 
statute  which  awards  that  punishment.  The  question  is, 
whether,  apart  from  the  offence  of  the  breach  of  a  sta- 
tute {c),  it  is  any  offence  to  violate  the  provisions  of  an 
act  when  the  punishment  awarded  by  the  act  has  been 
taken  away.  On  every  principle,  the  indictment  ought  to 
have  referred  to  both  statutes. 

The  counsel  for  the  prosecution  then  submitted  to  have 
judgment  for  the  prisoner,  on  demurrer,  and  a  new  bill 
was  foimd  by  the  grand  jury. 

The  riot  occurred  at  the  time  of  an  election  of  members 


tive  to  malicious  injuries  to  proper- 
ty,' &c.  (7  &  8  Geo.  4,  c.  30,  s.  8), 
it  was,  among  other  things,  enacted. 
That  from  and  after  the  commence- 
ment of  this  act,  if  any  person 
shall  be  convicted  of  any  of  the  said 
offences,  &c.,  such  person  shall  not 
be  subject  to  any  sentence,  judg- 
ment, or  punishment  of  death,  but 
shall,  instead  of  the  sentence  or 
judgment  in  and  by  the  said  Act 
hereinbefore  last  recited,  ordered  to 
be  given  or  awarded  against  per- 


sons convicted  of  the  said  last-men- 
tioned offences,  or  any  of  them  re- 
spectively, be  liable,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Court,  to  be  transported 
beyond  the  seas  for  any  term  not 
less  than  seven  years,  or  to  be  im- 
prisoned for  any  term  not  exceeding 
three  years." 

Sect.  7  : — "  This  act  shaU  ami- 
mence  and  take  effect  on  the  1st 
day  of  October,  1841." 

(c)  See  Hawkins,  P.  C,  b.  2, 
c.  25,  s.  4,  note  2. 
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to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the  citjr  of  Bath.  The  rioters  1942. 
were  of  the  yellow  party,  and  the  house  which  they  were 
charged  with  beginning  to  demolish  was  a  public-house 
frequented  by  the  supporters  of  the  other  interest.  The 
house  had  been  forcibly  entered  by  the  mob,  and  many  of 
them  said  to  the  landlord,  ^^  Turn  out  the  bloody  blues,  or 
we  will  have  the  house  down.''  They  destroyed  every 
movable  thing  which  they  could  find,  and  some  fixtures, 
glasses,  plates  and  chairs,  windows  and  window  frames; 
and  they  wenched  away  the  iron  bars  from  one  window, 
and  with  them  some  of  the  surrounding  brickwork.  On 
a  cry  raised  that  the  police  were  coming,  they  quitted  the 
premises. 

One  witness,  the  daughter  of  the  landlord,  said,  ^^  As  far 
as  I  saw,  the  rioters  had  done  all  they  wanted  to  do,  and 
were  going  away.  I  did  not  suppose  that  they  were 
going  to  pull  down  the  very  walls  of  the  house.'* 

Stone,  for  the  prosecution,  said,  he  could  not  carry  the 
case  further. 

Coleridge,  J.,  (in  summing  up). — ^We  must  take  the 
words  of  the  statute  in  their  common  sense.  The  words  are, 
**  if  any  persons  shall  begin  to  demolish,  pull  down,  or  de- 
stroy." Do  you  think  that  these  men  wanted  to  do  any 
of  these  three  things  to  the  house  ?  No  intention  to  do 
injury,  however  great,  to  the  movables,  will  bring  the  of- 
fence within  this  act.  The  three  words,  'demolish,"  ^'pull 
down,"  and  "  destroy,"  are  strong  terms,  and  hard  of  proof. 
Sefore  you  can  find  the  prisoners  guilty,  you  must  be  of 
opinion  that  they  meant  to  leave  the  house  no  house  at 
all  in  fact.  If  they  intended  to  leave  it  still  a  house, 
though  in  a  state  however  dilapidated,  they  are  not  guilty 
under  this  highly  penal  statute.  If  a  man  were  to  say, 
"  I  have  pulled  down  my  house,"  we  should  understand  what 
he  meant;  the  state  of  that  house  must  be  the  state  to  which 
these  people  intended  to  reduce  this  inn.     To  have  left 
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off  the  ^ork  of  devastation  without  interraption  would 
lead  to  the  inference  that  they  did  not  intend  to  destroy 
the  house.  But^  even  if  they  were  interrupted,  the  question 
is  open.  What  was  their  ultimate  intention?  If  they  had 
been  some  time  at  their  work  of  ijpin  before  they  were  inter- 
rupted, it  is  for  you  to  say,  looking  to  the  nature  of  the 
things  which  they  have  destroyed,  whether  their  purpose 
was  to  demolish  the  house  itself. 

Verdict — ^Not  guilty. 


Stone  and  Phinny  for  the  prosecution. 
Prideaux  and  T.  W.  Saunders,  for  the  prisoners. 

[Attomies — CruttweU  ^  Sons,  and  Barette,'] 

Respecting  the  construction  of  Bristol.  Reg,  y.  Pitmey,  5  C.  &  P. 
this  statute  see  the  charge  of  Tin-  261,  n.;  Rex  v.  Bati  and  Otkin, 
dal,  C.  J.,  *  to  the  Grand  Jury  at      6  C.  &  P.  329. 


BEFORE  MR.  JUSTICE    COLERIDGE. 


Jipril  4lh.  ReGINA  V.  BiSHOP. 

If  a  defendant  JT  EBJURY. — The  bill  was  found  at  the  Summer  Assis&es, 
ioSncc  to'*'  held  at  Bridgewater,  1841.  It  was  traversed;  and  the  de- 
appear  and  try   fendaut  was  admitted  to  bail  more  than  twenty  days  before 

his  traverge,  he  ^  ^        ^ 

mayuotbysur-  the  Spring  Assizcs  at  Taunton j  1842;  and  he  now  offered 
officer  avoid  to  Surrender  himself  both  to  the  officer  of  the  Court  and 
Sc  fefescujto-^  ^  *^®  gaoler,  and  to  take  his  trial,  but  he  was  refused,  b^ 

mary  on  the 
entering  of  a  traverse. 

Where  perjury  was  charged  to  have  been  committed  in  that  which  was  in  effect  the  affidavit 
on  an  interpleader  rule;  and  the  indictment  set  out  the  circumstances  of  the  previous  trial»the 
verdict,  the  judgment,  the  writ  of  fieri  facias,  the  levy,  the  notice  by  the  prisoner  to  the  sheriff 
not  to  sell,  and  the  prisoner's  affidavit  tliat  the  goods  were  his  property,  but  omitted  to  state 
that  any  rule  was  obtained  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  Interpleader  Act: — Htld^  thiit 
the  indictmeat  was  bad,  as  the  affidavit  did  not  appear  to  have  been  made  in  a  judicial  pro« 
ceeding. 
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canae  he  could  not  pay  the  Coiirt  fees  customary  on  enter- 
ing and  trying  his  traverse  according  to  the  terms  of  his 
recognisance. 

Bere  and  Prideaux,  for  the  defendant^  submitted  that 
he  was  ready  in  Court  to  take  his  trial;  that  the  indict- 
ment was  upon  the  record^  and  that^  under  the  enactments 
60  Geo.  8  &  1  Geo.  4,  c.  4,  ss.  3,  5  (a),  the  trial  must 
proceed.  That  the  statute  merely  insisted  on  the  defend- 
ant pleading  to  the  indictment^  and  then  directed  that  the 
trial  should  proceed^  but  required  no  condition  precedent 


(a)  60  Geo.  3  &  1  Geo.  4,  c.  4, 
8.  3. — "  Where  any  person  shall  be 
prosecuted  for  any  misdemeanor 
by  indictment  at  any  session  of  the 
peace,  session  of  oyer  and  terminer, 
gremt  session,  or  session  of  gaol  de- 
Hvery,  within  that  part  of  Great 
Britain  called  England,  or  in  Ire- 
kad,   having  been  committed  to 
costody,  or  held  to  bail  to  appear 
to  answer  for  such  offence,  twenty 
days  at  the  least  before  the  session 
at  which  such  indictment  shall  be 
found,  he  or  she  shall  plead  to 
loch  indictment,    and  trial  shall 
proceed  thereupon  at  such  same 
lenion  of  the  peace,  session  of  oyer 
and  terminer,  great  session,  or  ses- 
sion of  gaol  delivery  respectively, 
imless  a  writ  of  certiorari  for  remov- 
ing such  indictment  into  his  Ma- 
jeity's  Court  of  King's  Bench  at 
Westminster,  or  in  Dublin  respec- 
tively, shall  be  delivered  at  such 
Kision  before   the  jury  shall  be 
**oni  for  such  trial. 

60  Geo.  3&1  Geo.  4,  c4,s.5. 
-"  Where  any  person  shall  be  pro- 
Kcated  for  any  misdemeanor,  by 
UMUctment  at  any  session  of  the 
P«ace,  session  of  oyer  and  terminer, 
<*  lesrion  of  gaol  delivery  within 
^  part  of  Great  Britain  called 


England,  or  in  Ireland,  not  having 
been  committed  to  custody,  or  held 
to  bail  to  appear  to  answer  for  such 
offence,  twenty  days  before  the  ses- 
sion at  which  such  indictment  shall 
be  found,  but  who  shall  have  been 
committed  to  custody,  or  held  to 
bail  to  appear  to  answer  for  such 
offence  at  some  subsequent  session, 
or  shall  have  received  notice  of  such 
indictment  having  been  found  twen- 
ty days  before  such  subsequent  ses- 
sion, he  or  she  shall  plead  to  such 
indictment  at  such  subsequent  ses- 
sion, and  the  trial  shall  proceed 
thereupon  at  such  same  session  of 
the  peace,  session  of  oyer  and  ter- 
miner, or  session  of  gaol  delivery, 
respectively,  unless  a  writ  of  certi- 
orari for  removing  such  indictment 
8ic,  shall  be  delivered  at  such  last- 
mentioned  session  before  the  jury 
shall  be  sworn  for  such  trial,  any 
law  or  usage  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

See  55  Geo.  3,  c.  50,  s.  4,  abolish- 
ing Court  fees  in  certain  cases ;  and 
respecting  fees  demanded  from  the 
defendants  in  travertes,  see  Dick, 
enson's  Quarter  Sessions,  by  Tal- 
fourd,  Serjt.,  p.  550,  4th  edit., 
1838. 
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to  the  entry  of  his  plea ;  such^  for  instance^  as  the  payment 
of  the  Court  fees. 

Coleridge^  J. — ^I  can  only  take  the  words  of  his  recog- 
nisance as  I  find  them  {b) ;  and  I  understand  the  practice 
is  to  require  payment  of  the  fees  before  the  traverse  can 
be  entered.  On  the  Oxford  circuity  the  clerk  of  the  Crown 
receives  a  salary^  and  is  accountable  for  all  the  fees^  so  that 
it  is  impossible  for  him  to  remit  any  of  them;  and  I  think 
it  far  better  that  their  payment  should  be  insisted  upon 
in  all  cases^  and  that  the  legislature  should  interfere  to 
direct  a  compensation  to  the  officers^  if  that  be  thought 
advisable. 

The  fees  were  afterwards  paid. 

The  indictment  was  for  perjury  committed  in  a  proceed- 
ing under  the  Interpleader  Act ;  and  it  set  out  the  issues 
found  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer  between  A.  B.  and  C.  D.^ 
the  trial  at  Westminster,  the  verdict  for  the  plaintiff^  the 
judgment,  the  writ  of  fieri  facias  consequent  thereupon  to 
the  sheriff  of  Somersetshire,  dated  5th  June,  1841,  the 
warrant,  the  seizure  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  C.  D.,  and 
the  notice  on  the  part  of  Thomas  Bishop  (the  now  defendant) 
to  the  sheriff  not  to  sell  the  goods  so  seized,  but  to  deliver 


(b)  Form  of  a  recognisance  to 
try  a  traverse: — A.  B.,  you  acknow- 
ledge to  our  Sovereign  Lady  the 

Queen  the  sum  of ;  and  you, 

C.  D.  and  £.  F.,  severally  ac- 
knowledge to  &c.  the  respective 
sums  of and ,  to  be  re- 
spectively levied  off  your  goods  and 
chattels,  lands  and  tenements,  to 
her  Majesty's  use  by  way  of  re- 
cognisance, upon  condition  that 
you  A.  B.  shall  appear  at  the  next 
session  of  the  peace,  to  be  holden 
for  this  county  (or  at  the  next  Court 
of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general 
gaol  delivery),  to  try  your  traverse 
upon  this  indictment,  to  which  you 
have  now  pleaded  not  guilty,  and 


not  depart  without  leave  of  the 
Court.  Dickenson's  Quarter  Se»- 
sions,  by  Talfourd,  Seijt,  4th  edit., 
1838. 

Before  he  enters  his  traverse,  the 
defendant,  if  he  is  not  in  custody, 
must  get  from  the  clerk  of  the 
peace  at  the  sessions  or  clerk  of  the 
Crown  at  the  assizes  a  record  of 
the  proceedings,  and  a  writ  of  ve- 
nire facias,  which  latter  must  be 
returned  by  the  sheriff,  and  he  must 
then  enter  his  traverse  and  pay  his 
fees.  If  he  is  bound  by  recognis- 
ance to  appear  and  try,  he  cannot 
surrender  into  custody,  and  so 
avoid  the  payment  of  his  fees. 
Beg,  V.  Fnft  1  Leach,  llli 


WESTERN  CIRCUIT,  5  VICT.  805 

them  tip  to  him^  Thomas  Bishop^  the  same  being  his  pro-  jg^^ 
perty,  and  to  which  A.  B.  had  no  claim.  The  indictment 
then  charged  that  the  said  Thomas  Bishop^  contriving  and 
intending  to  injnre  C.  D.,  did,  in  his  proper  person,  come 
before  Christopher  Moresby,  gentleman,  a  commissioner, 
&c.,  and  produce  an  affidavit  in  writing,  and  swear  to  the 
truth  of  the  matter  contained  in  it.  The  affidavit,  in  fact, 
was,  that  the  deponent  having  heard  that  the  defendant 
C.  D.  had  certain  goods,  (those  seized  under  the  fieri  facias 
of  the  5th  of  June),  bought  them  and  paid  for  them  on 
the  1st  of  June.  The  sale  and  purchase  were  then  nega- 
tived, and  this  was  the  perjury  charged. 

Bere  and  Prideaux,  for  the  prisoner,  submitted  that  it 
did  not  appear  that  the  affidavit  was  made  in  a  judicial 
proceeding;  there  was  no  allegation  that  any  application 
had  been  made  under  the  Interpleader  Act,  and  therefore 
there  was  not  any  proceeding  under  which  peijury  could 
have  been  committed  (c). 

Stone  and  Edwards,  for  the  prosecution,  admitted,  that 
if  the  Court  was  of  opinion  that  it  should  either  be  averred 
in  terms  that  the  affidavit  was  made  in  a  judicial  proceed- 
ing, or  that  the  judicial  proceeding  did  not  already  suffi- 
ciently appear  on  the  face  of  the  indictment,  the  indict- 
ment could  not  be  supported,  inasmuch  as  it  omitted  to 
set  out  the  interpleader  rule. 

Coleridge,  J. — The  objection  is  fatal.  Por  anything 
that  appears,  this  was  a  voluntary  oath,  and  not  made  in 
any  judicial  proceeding. 

Verdict — Not  guilty. 

Btone  and  Edwards,  for  the  prosecution* 

Bere  and  Prideaax,  for  the  prisoner. 

£Attomie8 — Miller,  and  Hawkes,'] 
(c)  1  &  2  Will  4,  c.  58. 
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BEFORE    MR.  JUSTICE    COLERIDGE. 


The  Queen  v.  John  Beed^  and  Elizabeth^  his  Wife. 
Although  a        X  HE  prisoner.  Elizabeth  Reed,  was  indicted  for  stealing  a 

person  finding  ... 

property,  the     fivc-pound  note^  and  her  husband  for  receiving  it. 
whk  "has  not        l^bo  daughter  of  the  prisoners  and  another  little  girl^ 
cdf  ^y^o?""    ^^®  walking  in  the  street  at  Taunton,  saw  a  small  piece 
convert  it  to  his  of  paper  lying  on  the  ground,  and  the  other  girl  directed 

own  1X861  ac  any 

rate  not  without  the  prisoners^  daughter  to  pick  it  up,  which  she  did,  and 

some  endeavour  ^^  *      1  •  -r^  /»  j        a.  j 

to  discover  the  S^^^  ^^  ^^  ber  companion.  It  was  a  five-pound  note,  and 
though T*no*?  *^®  prisoners*  daughter,  on  returning  home,  told  her  mo- 
ranee  of  this      thcr  of  the  circumstauce,  who  thereupon  went  to  the  house 

law  will  excuse  .^i.      -i  -i-i         1  fwm  •     j^«    .i. 

none,  yet,  where  the  other  girl  lived,  and  said  to  her,  ^'  Where  is  niat 
ran't^erMn*"**"  ^^*'®  which  OUT  Mary  picked  up  ?*'  Upon  its  being  given 
found  a  five-      ^q  jjgj^  gjjg  went  awav  with  it,  and  gave  it  to  her  husband, 

pound  note  and  '  j  j  jd  ' 

appropriated  it,  who  couvertcd  it  at  oncc  into  money.  When  the  note  was 
rected  the  jury  misscd,  and  inquiry  was  made  for  it,  the  prisoners  both 
atatc'onhe^^*    denied  all  knowledge  of  any  of  the  above  circumstances. 

finder's  mind, 
and  ruled,  that 

if  the  jury  Gveenwood,  for  the  prisoners,  submitted,  that  before  cri- 

son"reaiiy  be-'~  miual  delinquency  could  be  established  against  them,  there 
tobeher*ownT  ^^^^  ^^  ^  larccuy,  and  every  larceny  must  include  a  tres- 
right  of  finding,  pass :  but  there  was  no  trespass  here  on  the  part  of  Eliza" 

the  jury  should     ^        '  '^  ^ 

not  bring  in  a  beth  Beed.  The  old  authorities  in  Hale  and  Hawkins  are 
ty  on^th^e  ^' '  ^^  ^^^  effect  that,  if  a  man  lose  goods  and  another  find 
dictmentfor  a  them,  and,  uot  knowing  the  owner,  convert  them  to  his 
note.  own  use,  there  is  no  larceny,  even  although  he  deny  the 

finding  of  them,  or  secrete  them  (a).  The  doctrine  must 
be  taken  with  l&nitation,  no  doubt;  and  the  effect  of  the 
cases  may  be  that  no  man  shall  excuse  a  finding  before  the 
thing  is  lost;  therefore,  if  the  property  be  not  lost,  he 


(a)  3  Inst.  108 ;  1  Hawk.  c.  33,  s.  2;  1  Hale,  506. 
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shall  not  excuse  himself  in  his  appropriation  of  it  by  saying 
he  found  it.     See  Merry  v.  Green  (A). 

The  principle  is  the  same  which  Lord  Eldon  held  in 
Cartforight  v.  Green  [c). 
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1842. 


Coleridge^  J. — I  agree  with  the  principle  entirely.  If 
the  circumstances  under  which  property  is  found  be  such 
that  the  ownership  has  been  abandoned^  the  thing  is  boniun 
vacanSj  and  any  one  may  take  it ;  but  if  the  ownership  be 
not  abandoned^  the  thing  is  not  the  property  of  the  finder : 
if^  in  addition  to  this^  the  person  who  finds  it  shews  no  in- 
tention to  find  out  the  owner^  or  to  return  it^  that  person 
ii  guilty  of  larceny. 


Greenwood,  to  the  jury. — Before  these  parties  can  be 
found  guilty^  you  must  be  of  opinion  that  Elizabeth  Keed^ 
at  the  time  she  received  the  note  from  the  little  girl^  had 
the  intention  of  retaining  it^  knowing  that  she  had  no  right 
to  it.  If  she  thought  that  it  belonged  of  right  to  her 
daughter^  as  having  been  the^r^/  to  pick  it  up^  and  if  she 
took  possession  of  it  imder  that  impression^  she  would  not 
be  guilty  of  felony ;  or  if  she  knew  that  she  had  no  right 
to  it,  and  if  no  intention  to  keep  it  arose  in  her  imtil  she 
delivered  it  to  her  husband^  then  she  is  not  guilty ;  for  then 
the  law  will  presume  that  she  was  acting  under  coercion, 
and,  in  that  case,  the  husband  is  guilty  of  stealing,  and 
not  of  receiving,  and  the  parties  must  be  acquitted. 


{h)  Merry  v.  Green,  7  M.  &  W. 
623.  A  person  purchased  at  a 
public  auction  a  bureau,  in  which 
he  aflerwards  discovered  in  a  secret 
drawer  a  purse  containing  money^ 
which  he  appropriated  to  his  own 
use.  At  the  time  of  the  sale  no 
person  knew  that  the  bureau  con- 
tained anything  whatever: — Held, 
tbat  if  the  buyer  had  express  notice 
that  the  bureau  alone  and  not  its 
contents,  if  any,  was  sold  to  him; 


or  if  he  had  no  reason  to  believe 
that  anything  more  than  the  bureau 
itself  was  sold,  the  abstracting  of 
the  money  was  a  felonious  taking* 
and  he  was  guilty  of  larceny  in 
appropriating  it  to  his  own  use: 
but  that  if  he  had  reasonable 
ground  for  believing  that  he  bought 
the  bureau  with  its  contents,  if 
any,  he  had  a  colourable  right  to 
the  property,  and  it  was  no  larceny. 
(c)  8  Ves.  4a5;  2  Leach,  952. 
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1842.  Coleridge^  J.  (in  summing  up). — I  am  not  sorry  this 

case  has  come  here^  as  it  affords  an  opportunity  of  setting 
out  the  law  on  a  subject  of  which  many  people  are  igno- 
rant. A  man  who  loses  anything^  does  not  thereby  lose 
his  property  in  it,  and  the  finder  is  bound  to  restore  it  to 
the  owner,  if  possible ;  and  if  he  keep  it  when  he  thinks  it 
is  only  lost  by  the  owner,  it  is  larceny  in  him.  If  the  pro- 
perty be  found  when  it  is  abandoned  by  the  owner,  it  is 
his  own  who  finds  it.  K  the  property  be  lost,  but  not 
abandoned,  and  if  the  finder  find  it  with  intent  to  restore 
it,  but  afterwards  appropriate  it,  he  does  not  commit  lar- 
ceny in  the  first  instance.  [His  Lordship  then  went  into 
the  facts  of  the  case.]  Ignorance  of  the  law  cannot  excuse 
any  person ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  when  the  question  is, 
with  what  intent  a  person  takes,  we  cannot  help  looking 
into  their  state  of  mind ;  as,  if  a  person  take  what  he  be- 
lieves to  be  his  own,  it  is  impossible  to  say  that  he  is  guilty 
of  felony.  Elizabeth  Reed  might  think  that  she  had  a 
right  to  the  note,  in  consequence  of  her  daughter  having 
picked  it  up ;  and  if  she  have  acted  openly,  you  must  say 
that  she  took  the  note  from  the  other  little  girl  in  igno- 
rance of  the  continuing  rights  of  the  owner.  It  is  impos- 
sible almost  to  think  that  she  supposed  the  owner  to  have 
intentionally  abandoned  the  note,  but  yet  she  might  have 
thought  that  her  daughter,  having  first  picked  it  up,  had  a 
right  to  it,  and  a  right  prior  to  that  of  the  other  girl  who 
first  saw  it ;  and,  thinking  so,  she  might  have  gone  and  made 
the  demand  for  it,  as  if  she  had  said,  '^  You  have  Mary's 
note,  give  it  up.*'  Under  these  circumstances,  she  could 
not  be  guilty  of  larceny.  But  then,  the  conduct  of  the 
parties  subsequently  to  this  is  to  be  considered. — His  Lord- 
ship went  through  the  facts  subsequent  to  the  taking. 

Verdict — Guilty. 
Moody ^  for  the  prosecution. 

Greenwood^  for  the  prisoners. 

[Attornies — Pinchard,  and  Colet.'] 
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CAMBRIDGE    ASSIZES. 
{Crovm  Side.) 

BEFORE  MR.  JUSTICE  BOSANQUET. 


Beoina  V.  Cain. 

XiARCENY. — The  prisoner  was  indicted  for  stealing  a  if  a  benefit  so- 
£10  promissory  note,  the  property  of  William  Shildrick,  under  the  sut 

W»  master.  ]!^.±tlt' 

It  appeared  that  William  Shildrick  was  the  treasurer  of  ^**«  ■'*^  *  *  ^ 

^ .  .  .  .  Will.  4,  c.  40, 

a  friendly  society  at  Cambridge,  and  that  the  prisoner  was  have  a  treasurer 
clerk  to  that  society,  and  also  a  trustee  of  it,  and  that  he  J^Jes,  the  pro- 
had  been  a  trustee  before  he  became  clerk,  the  other  trus-  P^^^y  of  the 

'  society  may  in 

tee  being  a  person  named  Robert  Scarr.     It  was  proved  »« indictment 

for  Itircenv  be 

that  the  rules  of  the  society  had  been  re-enroUed  in  pur-  uid  to  be  in  the 
8uance  of  the  statute  10  Geo.  4,  c.  56,  as  amended  by  the  po*per  name!"" 
statute  4  &  5  Will.  4,  c.  40,  and  by  the  28th  rule  of  the  "J^J^'*^^^- ,21 

'  '  -^  of  the  Stat.  10 

society  it  was  provided  "  that  as  soon  as  £10  more  than  is  Geo.  4,  c.  56, 

necessary  for  immediate  use  is  in  the  box,  it  shall  be  de-  that^the  pro- 

livered  to  the  trustees  chosen  for  that  purpose,  who  shall  g^7etics*"for 

dispose  of  it  as  the  society  shall  direct,  agreeably  to  the  act  »**  purposes  of 

action  or  suit, 

of  Parliament,"  (10  Geo.  4,  c.  56,  s.  13  (a) ).  as  well  civil  as 

criminal," 
should  be 
deemed  and  taken  to  be,  and  in  every  such  proceeding  where  necessary,  stated  to  be  the  pro- 
perty of  the  "  treasurer  or  trustee  of  such  society  for  the  time  being  in  his  or  her  proper  name, 
without  further  description  ;''  and  upon  an  indictment  so  framed  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  so- 
ciety, who  has  stolen  the  money  of  the  society,  may  be  properly  convicted  of  larceny. 

(a)  The  sections  of  this  act  of      ed.  of  Burn's  Justice,  tit.  "  Benefit 
Parliament,  which  are  referred  to      Society." 
in  this  case,  will  be  found  in  Ch. 


810  CASES  ON  THE 

1841.  ^^  appeared  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  treasurer  of  the 

society  to  receive  from  the  stewards  the  money  paid  by 
the  members  which  the  treasurer  kept  until  £20  or  <£80 
were  collected,  when  the  treasurer  proposed  to  the  society 
that  a  certain  amount  should  be.deposited  in  the  saving.' 
bank.  It  was  proved  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  prisoner, 
as  clerk,  to  keep  the  books  of  the  society,  and  as  trustee, 
to  deposit  and  take  monies  from  the  savings'  bank ;  but 
either  of  the  trustees  could  draw  out  money  if  he  brought 
the  book.  It  was  further  proved  that  upon  a  club  night 
previous  to  the  16th  of  January  1841,  it  was  agreed  that 
jEIO  should  be  paid  into  the  bank.  The  prisoner  as  one  of 
the  trustees  did  not  wish  to  take  it  then,  but  it  was  ar- 
ranged that  both  the  trustees  should  come  to  take  the 
money  on  the  following  Saturday.  On  Saturday,  the 
16th  of  January,  the  prisoner  came  to  the  treasurer's 
house  alone,  not  having  been  sent  for,  and  said  that  he 
had  made  an  appointment  with  his  brother  trustee  to  come 
down  for  the  money,  and  that  he  had  left  him  at  St.  Bo- 
tolph's  Church,  whereupon  the  treasurer,  William  Shild- 
rick,  gave  him  the  promissory  note  in  question,  and  took 
his  receipt  in  the  following  form: — 

"January  16,  1841.  Received  of  Mr.  Shildrick,  the 
sum  of  £10  on  account  of  the  Friendly  Union  Society, 
to  be  deposited  in  the  savings'  bank. 

"W.Cain,  Clerk.'' 

Soon  after  this  the  prisoner  told  Robert  Scarr,  his  co- 
trustee, that  he  had  seen  Mr.  Shildrick,  and  all  was  right, 
and  he  would  not  take  Scarr  from  his  work. 

It  appeared  that  the  account  at  the  bank  was  headed 
thus : — 

"  Friendly  Society  Bank,  Black  Swan,  Bridge-street, 
Cambridge.  Trustees,  W.  Cain,  Robert  Scarr." 

The  prisoner  admitted  that  he  had  got  all  the  money  of  the 
society  away  from  the  bank;  and  being  asked  by  the  trea- 
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surer  what  he  had  done  with  the  £10  which  he  had  let  him        134}^ 
hsLve,  the  prisoner  answered^  "  That  is  gone  with  the  rest/' 
The  £10  were  never  paid  into  the  bank^  nor  was  any  sum 
placed  to  the  credit  of  the  society  either  on  the  16th  of 
January  or  afterwards. 

CfMalley,  for  the  prisoner,  submitted,  that  as  the  pri- 
soner was  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  society,  the  property 
in  this  promissory  note  was  vested  either  wholly  or  in  part 
in  him,  and  that,  at  all  events,  it  was  not  the  sole  property 
of  Mr.  Shildrick ;  and  even  if  it  were,  the  prisoner  never 
was  his  servant,  however,  for  some  purposes  he  might  be 
considered  as  the  servant  of  the  society.  By  the  llth 
section  of  the  statute  10  Geo.  4,  c.  56,  friendly  societies  were 
authorized  from  time  to  time  to  '^  elect  and  appoint  such 
persons  into  the  office  of  steward,  president,  warden,  trea- 
surer, or  trustee  of  such  society,  as  they  shall  think  proper;" 
and  the  13th  section  authorized  the  appointment  of  one 
officer,  who  is  there  styled  "treasurer  or  trustee,'*  who 
should  have  the  disposal  of  the  funds;  and  by  the  21st 
section,  that  officer  is  the  person  in  whom  the  property 
must  be  laid.  And  therefore,  as  here,  the  trustees  were 
the  persons  who  had  the  disposal  of  the  surplus  funds  of 
the  society,  they  were  the  persons  in  whom  the  property 
should  be  laid ;  but  that  even  if  this  construction  were  un- 
sound, the  only  other  that  could  be  adopted  was  that  the 
property  should  be  laid  in  all  these  officers,  for  the  statute 
vested  the  property  in  the  "  treasurer  or  trustee '/'  and  it 
would  be  absurd  to  say,  that  the  property  could  shift  from 
one  to  another  from  time  to  time. 

Barker,  for  the  prosecution. — I  submit  that  the  intent 
and  meaning  of  this  statute  was  to  vest  the  property  of  the 
society  in  one  officer,  and  one  only,  whether  that  officer  be 
called  treasurer  or  trustee ;  and  that  in  this  case  Mr.  Shild- 
rick the  treasurer  is  that  person ;  and  that,  although  the 
prisoner  and  Robert  Scarr  were  appointed  and  called  trus- 
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1841.  ^^^  ^^^  certain  piirposes  by  the  society^  they  cannot^  either 
jointly  or  severally^  answer  the  description  of  the  officer 
in  whom  the  property  is  directed  by  the  statute  to  be  laid 
in  indictments.  K  Mr.  Shildrick  is  the  person  in  whom 
the  property  is  vested^  the  prisoner  then  only  received  the 
note  as  his  servant. 

BosANQUET,  J. — I  think  it  very  doubtful  whether  the 
prisoner  can  be  considered  as  a  servant ;  and  therefore  if  the 
jury  should  think  that  the  prisoner  stole  the  note,  I  shall 
recommend  them  to  find  him  guilty  of  a  larceny  only,  re- 
serving  for  the  consideration  of  the  fifteen  Judges  the 
question  whether  the  property  is  rightly  laid  in  William 
Shildrick. 

Verdict — Guilty  of  larceny;  it  being  also  found 
by  the  jury  that  the  prisoner  obtained  the 
note  from  Shildrick  on  the  I6th  of  Ja- 
nuary^ with  intent  at  the  time  of  so  doing 
to  steal  it. 

Barker,  for  the  prosecution. 
O^MaUey,  for  the  prisoner. 

[Attomies — Adcock,  and  Bradley.'} 


BEFORE  LORD  DENMAN^  C.  J.,  TINDAL,  C.  J.,  LORD  ABIN- 
GER,  C.  B.,  BOSANQUET^  J.,  PATTESON,  J.,  GURNET,  B., 
WILLIAMS,  J.,  COLERIDGE,  J.,  COLTMAN,  J.,  ERSKINE,  J., 
MAULE,  J.,    ROLFE,  B.,    AND  WIGHTMAN,  J. 

Bramwellf  for  the  prisoner,  submitted,  that  under  the 
stat.  10  Geo.  4,  c.  56,  the  property  was  not  exclusively  in 
Shildrick,  and  that  the  legislature  in  vesting  the  property 
of  benefit  societies  in  the  treasurer  or  trustee,  might  mean 


NORFOLK  SPRING  CIRCUIT,  5  VICT.  318 

that,  wfaen  the  property  was  in  the  possession  of  the  trea-         1041^ 

surer,  it  should  be  vested  in  him,  and  when  it  was  in  the  ^    v    ^ 

possession  of  the  trustee,  it  should  be  vested  in  him.  f 

'^  '  Reoina 


fVarren,  for  the  Crown. — ^This  act  of  Parliament  was 
intended  to  apply  to  a  case  like  the  present.  If  the  pro- 
perty is  laid  to  be  in  the  treasurer  that  is  sufficient,  where 
the  society  is  robbed  by  the  trustee ;  and  if  the  treasurer 
had  robbed  the  society,  the  property  would  have  been 
rightly  laid  in  the  trustee. 

Bramwell,  in  reply. — K  the  doctrine  contended  for  on 
the  other  side  be  correct,  the  property  in  this  money 
would  fluctuate  between  the  treasurer  and  the  trustee,  and 
would  not  be  permanently  vested  in  either,  which  could 
hardly  have  been  intended  by  the  legislature. 

The  case  was  afterwards  considered  by  the  Judges,  who 
held  the  conviction  right. 


V. 

Cain. 
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BEDFORD  ASSIZES. 
{Croum  Side). 


BEFORE  MR.  BARON  ALDERSON. 


Rbgina  v.  Brown. 

Misdemeanor.— The  indictment  stated  that  there 
was  a  riot^  and  that  Daniel  Herbert^  a  constable^  in  the 
execution  of  his  duty,  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  riot  and  was  obstructed  in  the  execution  of 
his  duty,  and  that  he  charged  the  defendant  to  aid  and 
hh^Vs^ry'   assist  him,  which  the  defendant  refused  to  do  (a). 

to  prove — Ist, 

that  the  constable  saw  a  breach  of  the  peace  committed;  2nd,  that  there  was  a  reasonable  ne- 
cessity for  calling  on  the  defendant  for  his  assistance ;  and  3rd,  that  when  duly  called  upon  to 
assist  the  constable,  the  defendant,  without  any  physical  impossibility  or  lawful  excuse,  refused 
to  do  so;  and  in  such  a  case  it  is  no  ground  of  defence  that  from  the  number  of  the  rioters  the 
single  aid  of  the  defendant  would  not  have  been  of  any  use. 


July  15th, 

To  support  an 
indictment  a- 
gainst  a  person 
for  refusing  to 
aid  and  assist  a 
constable  in 
the  execution  of 
his  duty  in 


(a)  As  the  form  of  the  indict- 
ment may  be  useful  in  practice,  we 
have  subjoined  it:  —  **  Bedford- 
shire, to  wit — The  jurors  for  our 
Lady  the  Queen  upon  their  oath 
present,  that  heretofore,  to  wit,  on 
the  9th  day  of  February,  4  Vict, 
at  the  parish  of  Holcut,  in  the 
county  of  Bedford,  divers  disor- 
derly persons,  to  the  number  of 
twenty  and  more,  to  the  jurors 
aforesaid  as  yet  unknown,  then  and 
there  did  unlav^iully,  riotously,  and 
routously  assemble  and  gather  to- 
gether to  disturb  the  peace  of  our 
Lady  the  Queen,  and  being  then 
and  there  so  unlawfully,  riotously, 


and  routously  assembled  and  ga- 
thered together,  did  commit  divers 
outrages  to  the  great  terror  of  all 
the  liege  subjects  of  our  said 
Lady  the  Queen,  as  well  inhabit- 
ing and  residing,  as  passing  and 
repassing  there,  and  against  the 
peace  of  our  said  Lady  the  Queen 
her  crown  and  dignity;  and  the 
jurors  aforesaid  do  further  present 
that  one  Daniel  Herbert,  then  and 
there  being  a  constable  of  and  for 
the  county  aforesaid,  and  in  the 
due  execution  of  his  said  office, 
then  and  there  did  endeavour  to 
prevent  and  restrain  the  said  per- 
sons so  assembled  and  committing 
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On  the  part  of  the  prosecution  Daniel  Herbert  was 
called — ^he  said,  "On  the  9th  of  February  last  I  was  a 
constable  in  the  Bedfordshire  rural  police  force ;  on  that 
day  I  went  to  Holcut^  in  consequence  of  information  that 
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Brown. 


Mich  outrages  as  aforesaid,   from 
continuiiig  to  make   the  said  riot 
and  breach  of  the  peace,  and  him, 
the  said  Daniel  Herbert,  being  such 
constable  as  aforesaid,  and  so  act- 
ing according  to  the  duty  of  his 
said  office,  the  said  persons  so  un- 
lawfully, riotously,   and  routously 
assembled  and  gathered  together 
and  disturbing  the  peace   of  our 
said  Lady  the  Queen,  with  force 
and  arms,  did  then  and  there  vio- 
lently, forcibly,  and  unlawfully  re- 
list  and  obstruct  in  the  execution  of 
his  duty ;  and  that  he,  the  said  Da- 
niel Herbert,  being  such  constable 
as  aforesaid  thereupon,  being  then 
and  there  on  the  day  and  in  the 
ye«r  aforesaid  in  the  parish  afore- 
said, in  the  county  aforesaid,  did 
in  his  proper  person  apply  to  one 
Thomas  Brown,  late  of  the  parish 
of  Newport  Pagnel,  in  the  county 
of  Buckingham,  innkeeper,  being 
then  and  there  present,  and  in  her 
Majesty's  name  did  then  and  there, 
on  the  day  and  in  the  year  afore- 
said, at  the  parish  of  Holcut  afore- 
said, in  the  county  of  Bedford  afore- 
said, charge  and  require  the  said 
Thomas  Brown  to  aid  and  assist 
him,  the  said  Daniel  Herbert,  in 
the  execution  of  his  office,  and  the 
preservation  of  the  peace  of  our 
said  Lady  the  Queen,  and  for  se- 
curing the  said  persons  so  unlaw- 
fiilly,  riotously,  and  routously  as- 
sembled   to    disturb  the  Queen's 
peace  as  aforesaid,  still  then  and 
there  continuing  to  resist  and  ob- 
struct the  said  Daniel  Herbert  in 


the  due  execution  of  his  office,  in 
order  to  their  being  dealt  with  ac- 
cording to  law:  yet  he  the  said 
Thomas  Brown,  not  regarding  his 
duty  in  this  respect,  and  then  and 
there  well  knowing  the  said  Daniel 
Herbert  was  such  constable  as 
aforesaid,  and  so  in  the  execution 
of  his  duty  as  aforesaid,  to  wit,  on 
the  day  and  in  the  year  aforesaid, 
in  the  parish  of  Holcut  aforesaid, 
in  the  county  of  Bedford  aforesaid, 
with  force  and  arms  unlawfully, 
obstinately,  and  contemptuously  did 
neglect  and  refuse  to  aid  and  assist 
the  said  Daniel  Herbert,  for  the 
purpose  and  on  the  occasion  afore- 
said, in  the  manner  he  the  said 
Thomas  Brown  was  requested, 
charged,  and  commanded  to  do,  as 
aforesaid,  or  in  any  other  manner 
whatever,  contrary  to  his  duty  in 
that  behalf,  in  manifest  contempt 
of  our  said  Lady  the  Queen  and 
her  laws,  to  the  great  hinderance 
of  justice,  to  the  evil  example  of 
others  in  like  manner  offending,  and 
against  the  peace  of  our  said  Lady 
the  Queen  her  crown  and  dignity. 

Second  Count,']  And  the  jurors 
aforesaid,  upon  their  oath  afore- 
said, do  further  present,  that  here- 
tofore, to  wit,  on  the  day  and  year 
aforesaid,  in  the  parish  of  Holcut 
aforesaid,  in  the  county  of  Bedford 
aforesaid,  the  said  Daniel  Herbert 
being  then  and  there  such  consta- 
ble as  aforesaid,  and  in  the  due 
execution  of  his  office,  endeavour- 
ing to  prevent  and  restrain  the  said 
persons  so  assembled  and  gathered 
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a  prize  fight  was  going  to  take  place  there ;  I  found  about 
four  hundred  persons  assembled;  there  were  stakes  set 
and  two  rings  formed  with  ropes ;  in  the  centre  I  saw  two 
men  in  fighting  attitudes,  and  other  men  behind  each; 
there  were  twenty  or  thirty  persons  between  the  inner  and 
outer  ropes,  and  all  the  rest  outside;  I  endeavoured  to 
get  inside  the  ring,  to  take  the  men  who  were  fighting 
into  custody;  I  was  prevented  by  the  persons  who  were 
between  the  two  rings,  and  there  was  a  shouting  of '  Keep 
him  out;'  I  wore  my  policeman's  uniform  and  shewed  my 
staff:  I  called  out  that  I  was  a  police  constable;  Mr. 
Cautley  went  with  me  to  the  defendant,  who  was  present; 
Mr.  Cautley  mentioned  his  name  to  me:  I  said  to  the 
defendant,  'Mr.  Brown,  I  charge  you  in  the  Clueen's 
name  to  aid  and  assist  in  quelling  this  riot;'  the  defendant 
said  that  he  could  not,  as  he  had  his  horses  to  take  care 


together,  and  committing  such  out- 
rages as  aforesaid,  from  continuing 
to  make  the  said  riot  and  hreach  of 
the  peace,  in  manner  aforesaid,  did 
then  and  there  on  the  day  and  year 
aforesaid,  at  the  parish  of  Holcut 
aforesaid,  in  the  county  of  Bedford 
aforesaid,  in  his  proper  person  ap- 
ply to  one  Thomas  Brown,  late  of 
the  parish  of  Newport  Pagnel,  in 
the  county  of  Buckingham,  inn- 
keeper, he  the  said  Thomas  Brown 
being  then  and  there  present,  and 
in  her  Majesty's  name  did  then  and 
there  on  the  day  aforesaid,  in  the 
year  aforesaid,  at  the  parish  of 
Holcut  aforesaid,  in  the  county  of 
Bedford  aforesaid,  charge  and  re- 
quire the  said  Thomas  Brown  to 
aid  and  assist  him  the  said  Daniel 
Herbert  in  the  execution  of  his 
duty,  and  in  the  preservation  of 
the  peace  of  our  said  Lady  the 
Queen ;  and  although  the  said  Tho- 
mas Brown  then  and  there  well 
knew,  that  he  the  said  Daniel  Her- 


bert was  such  constable  as  afore- 
said, and  that  he  was  so  in  the  ex* 
ecution  of  his  said  office,  yet  the 
said  Thomas  Brown,  not  regarding 
his  duty  in  that  behalf,  on  the  day 
aforesaid,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  at 
the  parish  of  Holcut  aforesaid,  in 
the  county  of  Bedford  aforesaid, 
with  force  and  arms  unlawfiiUy, 
obstinately,  and  contemptuously 
did  neglect  and  refuse  to  aid  and 
assist  the  said  Daniel  Herbert  for 
the  purpose  and  on  the  occasion 
aforesaid,  in  the  manner  he  the 
said  Thomas  Brown  was  charged 
and  required  to  do  as  aforesaid,  or 
in  any  other  manner  whatever, 
contrary  to  his  duty  in  that  behalf 
in  manifest  contempt  of  our  said 
Lady  the  Queen  and  the  laws,  to 
the  great  hinderance  of  justice,  to 
the  evil  example  of  others  in  like 
manner  offending,  and  against  the 
peace  of  our  Lady  the  Queen  her 
crown  and  dignity." 
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of;  the  defendant  was  then  sitting  on  the  box  of  a  car*  jg^^^ 
riage  which  had  four  horses  and  was  driven  by  postilions ; 
the  defendant  had  not  the  care  of  any  horse ;  I  charged 
several  other  persons  to  assist  me^  but  I  received  no  assist- 
ance from  any  one ;  the  fight  continued  a  long  time  after 
this  j  I  saw  Mr.  Smithy  who  is  a  county  magistrate ;  I 
assisted  him  in  endeavouring  to  stop  the  fight;  I  took 
several  persons  into  custody^  but  they  were  all  rescued;  I 
saw  several  acts  of  violence  committed^  and  I  saw  Mr. 
Smith  struck  on  the  hat  and  a  bottle  thrown  at  him/^ 

In  his  cross-examination  this  witness  said,  ''The  people 
demanded  my  warrant ;  I  said  I  wanted  none,  as  I  was  a 
policeman ;  they  said  it  was  of  no  use  my  coming  without 
a  warrant,  and  that  I  had  better  go  home ;  they  tried  to 
persuade  me  to  leave.  The  defendant  was  on  the  dickey 
of  a  carriage  and  four,  when  I  charged  him  to  assist  me, 
and  when  he  said  he  had  to  mind  his  horses ;  he  did  no- 
thing to  assist  me;  nobody  helped  me,  and  the  parties 
who  were  fighting  went  on  and  finished  the  fight ;  T  recol- 
lect that  Mr.  Smith  came  up  about  three  quarters  of  an 
hour  after  I  had  charged  the  defendant  to  assist  me.^^ 

This  evidence  was  confirmed  by  that  of  Mr.  Cautley,  and 
no  witness  was  called  for  the  defendant. 

ByleSj  for  the  defendant. — I  submit  that  the  defendant 
is  not  liable  to  be  convicted  on  this  indictment.  He  was 
prevented  from  assisting  the  constable  by  inevitable  neces- 
sity. He  could  not  leave  his  horses ;  and  besides  the  de- 
fendant could  have  rendered  no  assistance  that  would  have 
been  of  any  avail  in  such  a  disturbance  as  this  was,  among 
four  or  five  hundred  people. 

Aldebson,  B.,  (in  summing  up). — The  oflFence  imputed 
to  the  defendant  consists  in  this — ^that  Herbert  being  a 
constable,  and  there  being  a  breach  of  the  peace  actually 
committing  under  his  own  view,  he  called  upon  the  de- 
fendant to  assist  him  in  putting  au  end  to  it,  and  that  he 

VOL.  I.  T  N.  p. 
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tant matter  that  the  Queen's  subjects  should  assist  the 
V,  officers  of  the  law,  when  duly  required  to  do  so,  in  pre- 

serving the  public  peace;  and  it  is  right  that  the  rtate  of 
the  law  should  be  known,  and  that  all  parties  violating 
the  duty  which  the  law  casts  upon  them  should  be  fuUy 
aware  of  the  very  serious  risk  they  ran  in  case  of  refusal. 
It  is  necessary  you  should  be  satisfied  of  three  particulars 
— ^first,  that  the  constable  actually  saw  a  breach  of  the 
peace  committed  by  two  or  more  persons.  It  is  clear  that 
all  prize-fights  are  illegal,  and  that  all  persons  engaging 
in  them  are  punishable  by  law.  The  constable,  therefore, 
saw  parties  breaking  the  law ;  and  if  a  breach  of  the  peace 
is  in  ^he  act  of  being  committed  in  the  presence  of  a  con- 
stable, that  constable  is  not  only  justified  but  bound  to 
prevent  it,  or  put  a  stop  to  it  if  it  has  begun,  and  he  is 
bound  to  do  so  without  a  warrant.  Secondly,  you  must 
be  satisfied  that  there  was  a  reasonable  necessity  for  the 
constable  Herbert  calling  upon  other  persons  for  their  as- 
sistance and  support ;  and  in  this  case  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  constable  could  not  by  his  own  unaided  exertions 
have  put  an  end  to  the  combat.  Lastly,  the  prosecutor 
must  prove  that  the  defendant  was  duly  called  upon  to 
render  his  assistance,  and  that,  without  any  physical  im- 
possibility or  lawful  excuse,  he  refused  to  give  it.  Whe- 
ther the  aid  of  the  defendant,  if  given,  would  have  proved 
sufficient  or  useful  is  not  the  question  or  the  criterion. 
Every  man  might  make  that  excuse,  and  say  that  his  indi- 
vidual aid  would  have  done  no  good;  but  the  defendant's 
refusal  may  have  been  and  perhaps  was  the  cause  of  that 
of  many  others.  Every  man  is  bound  to  set  a  good  exam- 
ple to  others  by  doing  his  duty  in  preserving  the  public 
peace. 

Verdict — Guilty  (a). 


(a)  There  were  also  other  in-     sons,  for  sunilar  refusals  to  assist 
dictments  against  three  other  per-      the  police  on  the  same  occasioo. 
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B.  Andrews  and  Gunning,  for  the  prosecution.  X841. 

Byles  and  G^MaUey,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attornies — Green^  and  Luc€u  ^  Powell.] 

The  defendants  in  those  cases  with-  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  forty 

drew  their  pleas  of  not  guilty  and  shillings,  and  to  find  sureties  for 

pleaded  guilty ;  and  the   defend-  their  good  behaviour, 
ants  in  the  four  cases  were  each 


MIDLAND  SUMMER  CIRCUIT,  1841 


WARWICK  ASSIZES. 

BEFORE   ICa.    BABON    OURNEY. 


ReGINA  V.  EWINGTON. 

X  ERJURY. — ^The  first  count  of  the  indictment  stated^  Commissioners 
that  Ambrose  Prichard  carried  on  the  business  of  a  builder,  Sat  of  bank-  * 
and  that  upon  the  16th  of  October,  1837,  he  was  indebted  '"f^^  *^J"?- 

*  '  '  cated  A.  to  be  a 

to  William  Bartlam  in  the  sum  of  £100  and  upwards;  and  bankrupt,  and 

afterwards  B 

that  on  that  day  he  committed  an  act  of  bankruptcy ;  and  was  examined 
that  upon  the  19th  of  October  a  fiat  issued  against  him  on  to^ucWng  the 
the  petition  of  Bartlam.     The  indictment  then  proceeded  estate  of  a.,  and 

*  ,     ,  ,  gave  evidence 

to  aver  the  authority  to  the  commissioners  given  by  the  which  was  ai- 

lesed  to  be 

fiat;  that  they  qualified;  that  they  adjudicated  Ambrose  false;  B.  being 
Prichard  to  be  a  bankrupt ;  and  that  in  the  prosecution  of  jufy' u'^/ppJaJl 
the  fiat  it  became  and  was  material  to  inquire  into  the  «<*  <>«  '*»«  trial 

^  that  the  peti- 

tioning cre- 
ditor's debt,  on  which  the  fiat  had  issued,  was  not  of  sufficient  amount ;  but  it  also  appeared 
that  A.  owed  other  debts  which  might  have  been  substituted  for  the  petitioning  creditor's  debt 
by  order  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  under  section  18  of  the  stat  6  Geo.  4,  c.  16,  so  as  to  have 
rendered  the  fiat  valid,  but  that  no  such  order  had  been  made : — Held,  that  under  these  dr- 
auoftancea  B.  could  not  be  guilty  of  perjury  on  this  his  examination. 

But  semble,  that  if  B.  had  been  examined  by  the  commissioners  on  the  preliminary  proceed- 
ings before  them  to  ascertain  whether  A.  should  be  a^udged  a  bankrupt  or  not,  B.  might  have 
been  gailty  of  peijury  even  though  there  had  been  no  good  petitioning  creditor's  debt. 
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^    -^    ^      whether  certain  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing 
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9.  date  respectively  the  3rd  and  4th  days  of  July^  1837,  made 

between  Ambrose  Frichard,  of  the  one  part,  and  James 
Frichard,  of  the  other  part,  whereby  Ambrose  Frichard  did 
direct,  Umit  and  appoint,  grant,  release  and  confirm,  onto 
James  Frichard  a  certain  piece  of  land,  &c.,  were  a  bonft 
fide  transaction,  and  whether  the  said  indentures  of  lease 
and  release  were  really  and  truly  executed  on  the  days  of 
the  date  thereof.  And  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  commis- 
sioners, upon  the  31st  of  January,  1838,  the  defendant 
appeared  before  them  as  a  witness  and  was  sworn.  And 
that  he  knowingly,  falsely,  and  corruptly  did  say,  depose 
and  swear,  that  he  was  the  attesting  witness  to  the  deeds 
produced,  dated  the  3rd  and  4th  days  of  July,  1837.  That 
they  were  executed  upon  the  4th  day  of  July.  That  he 
believed  the  stamps  (meaning  the  stamps  affixed  to  the 
said  deeds)  were  purchased  at  Bousham^s.  That  they 
(meaning  the  indentures)  were  engrossed  about  the  latter 
end  of  June  or  beginning  of  July,  and  that  he  could  not 
tell  when  the  stamps  were  purchased  of  Bousham.  Fer- 
jury  was  assigned  upon  each  of  these  several  statements. 

The  2nd  count  was  in  a  more  general  form  :  It  stated, 
that  upon  the  31st  of  January,  1838,  the  defendant  per- 
sonally appeared  before  three  of  the  commissioners,  '^  named 
and  authorized  in  and  by  a  certain  fiat  of  bankruptcy  duly 
issued,  and  then  and  there  in  prosecution  against  the  said 
Ambrose  Frichard,^'  touching  and  concerning  the  execution 
of  certain  indentures  of  lease  and  release  and  appointment, 
bearing  date  respectively  the  3rd  and  4th  days  of  July, 
1837,  and  made  between  the  said  Ambrose  Frichard,  of  the 
one  part,  and  the  said  James  Frichard,  of  the  other  part 
(describing  the  deeds  as  in  the  first  count),  the  said  three 
commissioners  having  competent  power  to  examine  the 
defendant  in  that  behalf;  and  that  it  became  and  was  ma- 
terial to  inquire  into  the  estate  and  effects  of  the  said  Am- 
brose Frichard,  and  to  ascertain  whether  the  said  inden- 
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tares  of  lease  and  release  were  a  bonft  fide  transaction,         \S4\. 
and  whether  they  were  really  and  truly  executed,  and 
delivered  on  the  said  3rd  and  4th  days  of  July.   And  that  v. 

the  defendant  then  and  there  appearing  at  this  meeting  of 
the  commissioners,  was  in  due  form  of  law  sworn  that  he 
would  make  answer,  &c.,  the  said  commissioners  having 
competent  power  and  authority  to  administer  the  oath; 
and  that  he  did  falsely  &c.  swear  [the  same  as  in  the  first 
count,  the  assignments  of  perjury  being  also  the  same]. 

It  appeared  in  evidence  that  Ambrose  Prichard,  a  buil- 
der at  Leamington,  being  insolvent,  applied  to  the  de- 
fendant, who  was  an  attorney  residing  in  the  same  place, 
for  his  advice ;  and  that  Ambrose  Prichard  disclosed  the 
state  of  his  afiairs  to  the  defendant,  and  informed  him  that 
he  was  insolvent;  that  he  was  indebted  to  his  brother 
James  in  the  sum  of  £30  or  £40 ;  and  that  he  had  lease- 
hold property  which  was  mortgaged  but  not  to  its  full  va- 
lue. It  further  appeared  from  the  evidence  of  Ambrose 
Prichard,  that  the  defendant  suggested  to  him  the  grant- 
ing a  mortgage  to  his  brother  James  on  this  property  for 
£200^  that  he  should  become  a  bankrupt,  and  that  this 
would  furnish  the  means  of  working  the  commission.  It 
further  appeared,  that  the  deeds  were  prepared  by  the  de- 
fendant, and  the  stamps  purchased  by  his  direction  of  a 
person  of  the  name  of  Rousham,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
month  of  September  1837,  and  that  the  deeds  were  exe- 
cuted on  or  about  the  4th  of  that  month,  but  they  were 
ante-dated  to  the  3rd  and  4th  of  July.  It  appeared  fur- 
ther, upon  the  cross-examination  of  the  bankrupt,  that 
the  debt  due  to  the  petitioning  creditor  Bartlam  was 
much  less  than  £100;  but  it  also  appeared  that  there 
were  two  other  creditors,  to  each  of  whom  he  owed  more 
than  £100 ;  therefore,  under  the  18th  sect,  of  the  stat.  6 
Geo.  4,  c.  16  (a),  the  Lord  Chancellor  might  on  applica- 

(a)  By  which  it  is  enacted,  "  Tliat      debta  of  the  petitioning  creditor  or 
if  after  adjudication   the  debt  or      creditors,  or  any  of  them,  be  found 
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1841. .       ^^^  ^^^^  directed  the  substitution  of  a  good  petitioning 
^^ — ^-"^      creditor's  debt  for  Bartlam's;  but  that  in  faud  this  had 

Rboina 

0.  not  been  done. 

EWINGTON. 

Hill,  for  the  defendant. — I  submit  that  the  defendant  is 
entitled  to  be  acquitted  on  the  first  count  of  this  indict- 
ment^ inasmuch  as  the  averment,  that  Bartlam  was  a  cre- 
ditor to  the  amount  of  £100,  is  not  only  not  preyed  but 
disproved;  and  the  same  objection  also  applies  in  sub- 
stance to  the  second  count,  as  it  is  stated  in  that  count 
that  the  fiat  dtdy  issued,  which  it  could  not  unless  the 
petitioning  creditor's  debt  was  sufficient  to  warrant  the 
fiat,  which  it  was  not,  being  under  £100.  The  second 
count  is,  as  I  submit,  ako  bad,  because  it  does  not  aver 
that  there  was  any  petitioning  creditor's  debt  or  any  act 
of  bankruptcy.  In  the  case  of  Rejc  v.  Jones  {a),  which 
was  an  indictment  for  a  conspiracy  to  conceal  a  part  of  a 
bankrupt's  personal  estate,  the  indictment  stated  that  a 
commission  of  bankruptcy  was  ^^duly  awarded  and  issued" 
against  E.  O.  Jones,  by  virtue  of  which  the  commissionen 
adjudged  him  a  bankrupt ;  and  the  indictment  then  went 
on  to  charge,  that  the  defendants  conspired  to  conceal  a 
part  of  his  personal  estate :  but  the  Ciourt  of  King's  Bench 
held  that  the  indictment  was  bad,  as  it  did  not  allege  that 
there  had  been  a  trading  by  Jones,  a  petitioning  creditor's 
debt,  and  that  he  became  bankrupt  (a).     In  the  case  of 


insufficient  to  support  a  commission, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, upon  the  application  of  any 
other  creditor  or  creditors,  having 
proved  any  debt  or  debts  sufficient 
to  support  a  commission,  provided 
such  debt  or  debts  has  or  have  been 
incurred  not  anterior  to  the  debt  or 
debts  of  the  petitioning  creditor  or 
creditors,  to  order  the  said  commis- 
sion to  be  proceeded  in,  and  it  shall 
by  such  order  be  deemed  valid. 
See  Arch.  B.  L.  74. 


(a)  4  B.  &  Ad.  345. 

(6)  In  that  case  Mr.  Justice  J*. 
Park  said:  "This  indictment  ought 
to  have  shewn  a  conspiracy  to  do 
an  unlawful  act,  or  to  do  a  law- 
ful act  by  unlawful  means.  Now 
it  does  not  state  enough  to  shew 
that  the  defendants  conspired  to  do 
any  unlawful  act;  it  ought  to  have 
alleged  not  merely  an  issuing  of  a 
commission  of  bankrupt,  bat  that 
there  had  been  a  trading  by  Jones, 
and  a  petitioning  creditor's  debt. 
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Rex  V.  Walters  {a),  which  was  an  indictment  against  a 
bankrupt  for  concealing  his  books,  the  indictment  stated 
the  trading,  the  petitioning  creditor's  debt,  and  the  act  of 
bankmptcy.  I  submit  also,  with  respect  to  both  counts 
of  the  indictment,  that  they  are  bad,  because  it  is  not 
averred  in  either  of  them,  that  it  was  material  that  the 
date  of  these  deeds  should  have  been  truly  stated  by  the 
defendant,  and  inasmuch  as  the  whole  transaction  with 
James  Prichard  was  concerted  in  fraud,  the  deeds  would 
not  have  been  more  operative  if  dated  on  the  4th  of  July, 
than  if  they  were  dated  on  the  4th  of  September ;  and  an- 
other objection  is,  that  in  neither  of  the  counts  of  the  in- 
^ctment  is  it  expressly  averred,  that  any  such  deeds  ever 
were  in  existence. 

Balguy^  for  the  prosecution.  In  the  case  of  Rex  v.  Pun- 
then  (d).  Lord  EUenborough,  C.  J.,  intimated  an  opinion 
that,  on  an  indictment  against  a  bankrupt  for  perjury  be- 
fore the  commissioners  in  passing  his  last  examination,  it 
was  necessary  to  give  strict  evidence  of  the  trading,  peti- 
tioning creditor's  debt,  and  act  of  bankruptcy.  But  in  the 
case  of  Rex  v.  Raphael  (c),  Mr.  Justice  Abbott  held  that,  on 
an  indictment  against  a  third  person  for  perjury  committed 
before  commissioners  of  bankrupt,  their  declaration  that 
the  party  is  a  bankrupt  is  sufficient. 


and  that  he  became  bankrupt. 
Without  such  allegations  the  in- 
dictment would  clearly  have  been 
insufficient  under  the  statute  5  Geo. 

3,  c  30 ;  and  then  that  reduces  it  to 
the  question,  whether  an  ofience  is 
charged  within  the  statute  6  Geo. 

4,  c.  16.     I  think  it  is  not." 
(a)5C.&  P.  138. 

(6)  3  Camp.  96. 

(c)  Tried  at  the  Devon  Sp.  Ass., 
1818,  not  reported,  but  mentioned 
in  Mr.  Seijt.  Manning^s  index  to 
the  Nisi  Prius  Reports,  p.  232. 
The  learned  Serjeant  mentions  the 


cases  of  Rex  v.  Punshon  and  Rex 
V.  Raphael,  in  the  following  terms: 
— **  Semhle,  that  on  an  indictment 
for  perjury  committed  by  a  bank- 
rupt in  passing  his  last  examina- 
tion, it  is  necessary  to  go  into  strict 
proof  of  the  bankruptcy.  Rex  v. 
Punthon,  3  Camp.  96 — EUenbo- 
rough, C.J.  1811.  But  on  an  in- 
dictment against  a  third  person  ex- 
amined before  the  commissioners, 
their  declaration  that  the  party  is  a 
bankrupt  is  sufficient.  Rex  v.  Ra- 
phael, Ahhott^  J.,  Devon.  Sp.  Ass., 
1818." 


1841. 

Rboina 

EwiMOToir. 


824  CASES  ON  THE 

1841.  GhuRNEY^  B. — I  will  reserve  all  the  points  for  the  cousin 

-  deration  of  the  Judges. 
V.  Verdict — Guilty. 


EwiNOTOir, 


Balguy  and  Hayes,  for  the  prosecution. 
HiU  and  W.  T.  S.  Daniel,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attornies — Sanders,  and  EwingUm,^ 


Nov,  13M.        BEFOBE    LOBD    DENMAN,   C.  J.,    TINDAL,    C.  J.^    LOBD    ABIN« 

GEB^  C.  B.,  PARKE^  B.^  6URNEY,  B.^  WILLIAMS,  J.,  COLB- 
RIDGE,  J.,  COLTMAN,  J.,  ERSKINE,  J.,  MAULE,  J.,  ROLFBj 
B.,  AND  WIOHTMAN,  J. 

HUl,  for  the  defendant. — The  first  question  is,  whether 
the  defendant  could  commit  perjury  before  these  commis- 
sioners  of  bankrupt,  as  there  was  no  good  petitioning  cre- 
ditor's debt ;  and  there  is  in  the  present  case  not  only  no 
proof  of  a  good  petitioning  creditor's  debt,  but  there  is 
proof  that  the  petitioning  creditor's  debt  did  not  amount  to 
£100.  It  has  been  said  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  might 
make  the  fiat  good  by  ordering  another  debt  to  be  substi- 
tuted.  But  the  Lord  Chancellor  has  made  no  such  order, 
and  the  fiat  is  therefore  bad. 

Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — ^You  cannot  dispute  the  authority 
of  the  commissioners  to  take  the  preliminary  proceedings 
under  the  fiat,  to  ascertain  whether  the  party  should  be 
adjudged  a  bankrupt  or  not.  They  were  authorized  to  do 
that  by  the  fiat  of  the  Lord  Chancellor ;  but  you  say  that, 
if  there  was  no  good  petitioning  creditor's  debt,  the  com- 
missioners had  no  authority  to  inquire  and  examine  wit- 
nesses as  to  the  bankrupt's  property. 

/fi//.— A  case  might  occur  where  a  party  might  sue  out 
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%  fiat  who  had  no  debt  at  all^  and  perhaps  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor wonld  not  substitute  another  petitioning  creditor's 
debt^  although  the  bankrupt  might  owe  debts  to  a  sufficient 
amount;  indeed^  I  am  told  that  the  practice  is^  where  a 
bankrupt  has  brought  an  action^  and  there  is  an  applica- 
tion to  substitute  another  petitioning  creditor's  debt^  for 
the  Lord  Chancellor  to  grant  the  order  without  prejudice 
to  the  action. 
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RXOINA 

V, 

EWINGTON. 


Lord  Dbnman^  C.  J. — Mr.  Hill,  we  need  not  trouble  you 
further. 

The  case  was  considered  by  the  Judges,  who  held  the 
couYiction  wrong. 


NORTHERN  SPRING  CIRCUIT,  1841 


DURHAM  ASSIZES. 


BEFORE     MR.    JUSTICE    MAULE. 


F 


Regina  v.  Atkinson. 


ORGERY. — The  prisoner  was  indicted  for  forging  and  on  an  indict- 
uttering  a  certain  instrument,  with  intent  to  defraud  Jo-  ™g"and  uuef." 
nathan  Backhouse  and  others.     The  indictment  contained  »"«  »  *•  warrant 

and  order  for 

eight  counts,  of  which  the  third,  sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth  the  payment  of 
only  became  material.     The  third  count  charged  the  pri-  rwarrant^and' 

order  for  the 
payment  of  £S5f**  and  for  forging  and  uttering  an  "  acquittance  and  receipt  for  money,  to  wit, 
for  £85 ;"  it  was  proved,  that  J.  M.  had  paid  £85  into  the  D.  bank,  and  had  Uken  an  account- 
ible  receipt  for  that  amount ;  and  that  tlie  course  of  dealing  at  the  D.  bank  was  to  treat  the  ac- 
countable receipt  with  the  depositor's  signature  on  the  face  of  it  as  an  order  for  the  payment  of 
the  money  deposited  and  interest;  and  that  the  prisoner  went  to  the  D.  bank  with  the  receipt 
that  had  been  given  to  J.  M.,  and  having  written  the  name  of  J.  M.  on  the  face  of  it  he  delivered 
it  to  the  bankers,  who  paid  him  £85,  and  also  2/.  \7t.  6d.  for  interest.  The  prisoner  was  con- 
victed, and  the  fifteen  Judges  held  the  conviction  right. 
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1841.  soner  with  fdonionsly  forging  '^  a  certain  warrani  and  order 
for  the  payment  of  money,  to  wU,  a  warrant  and  order  for 
the  payment  of  £85/'  with  intent  to  defraud^  &c.  The  sixth 
count  differed  fixim  the  third,  in  describing  the  instniment 
forged  as  an  ^^  acquittance  and  receipt  for  money,  to  wU,  for 
£85/'  The  seventh  and  eighth  counts  were  for  uttering 
forged  instruments  described  as  in  the  third  and  sixth 
counts. 

It  appeared  that  a  person  named  John  Mann,  in  the 
month  of  June,  1839,  had  deposited  the  sum  of  £85  in  the 
hands  of  Jonathan  Backhouse  and  others,  who  constituted 
the  Darlington  Bank  at  Stockton,  and  that  on  that  occa- 
sion he  received  from  the  Bank  an  accountable  receipt  in 
the  following  form : — 

J&  No.  F.  266,  Darlington  Bank,  Stockton, 

I  12th  6  M.,  1839. 

Received  of  John  Mann, 
Eighty-five  Pounds 
-g  to  his  credit. 

^  For  Jonathan  Backhouse  &  Co. 

g  Frederick  Backhouse. 

S  £85. 

Entered,  F.  B. 

It  further  appeared  that  in  the  month  of  October  1840, 
the  prisoner,  having  this  receipt  in  his  possession,  went 
to  the  bank,  and  representing  himself  to  be  John  Mann 
therein  mentioned,  wrote  the  -words  "  John  Mann'^  on 
the  face  of  the  receipt  and  delivered  it  to  the  bankers,  who 
paid  him  the  sum  of  87/.  17^.  M.,  being  the  amount  men- 
tioned in  the  receipt  with  interest.  It  further  appeared 
that  interest  by  the  course  of  dealing  between  the  bankos 
and  their  customers  was  payable  on  their  accountable  re- 
ceipts, and  that  the  bankers  on  having  a  receipt  delivered 
back  to  them,  with  the  name  of  the  party  who  had  depo- 
sited written  upon  it  by  him,  treated  it  as  an  ordar  for  the 
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payment  of  the  amount  deposited  with  the  interest  then 
dae^  and  paid  such  amount  and  interest  accordingly, 

Grainger  and  Otters  for  the  prisoner,  objected  that  on 
this  eyidence  the  counts  above  specified  were  disproved, 
that  the  document  itself,  independently  of  the  evidence, 
had  no  meaning,  and  that  the  evidence  shewed  it  to  be  an 
order  or  warrant,  not  for  £8^,  as  stated  in  the  counts,  but 
for  87/.  17*.  6rf. 

Knowles  and  W.  8,  Grey,  for  the  prosecution,  submitted 
that  it  was  not  necessary  to  state  the  amount  at  all,  and 
that  being  stated  under  a  videlicet,  it  need  not  be  proved 
precisely.    They  cited  the  case  of  Rex  v.  Johnson  (a). 

Maule,  J. — ^I  shall  reserve  the  point  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  fifteen  Judges. 

Verdict — Guilty. 

Knowles  and  W'.  S.  Grey,  for  the  prosecution. 

Grainger  and  Otter,  for  the  prisoner. 

[Attornies — Pullman,  and  Marshall,'] 


1841. 

RBaiMA 
V. 

Atkinson. 


(a)  3  M.  &  S.  539.  In  that  case 
the  prisoner  was  indicted  for  em- 
l)ezzling  bank-notes,  which  were 
described  in  the  indictment  as 
*' divers,  to  wit,  nine  bank-notes 
for  the  payment  of  divers  sums  of 
money,  amounting  in  the  whole  to 
«  certain  sum  of  money,  to  wit,  the 
sum  of  £9,  and  of  the  value  of  £9" 
It  was  objected  that  the  notes  were 
not  sufficiently  described.  Tlie 
Court  held  the  description  to  be 
sufficient;  and  Lord  EUenhorough 
■aid,  "  If  bank-notes  be  recognised 
by  that  description  in  the  act  of 
Parliainent,  the  indictment  has 
done  enough  in  laying  them  under 
such   a  description;  but   it    goes 


further,  and  adds,  unnecessarily  per- 
haps, *  for  the  payment  of  money,' 
and  moreover  gives  their  amount 
in  number  and  value  ;"  "  and  Mr. 
Justice  Bayley  said,  ^'  It  appears  to 
me  that  bank-notes  is  a  sufficient 
description  of  the  thing  embezzled. 
Many  acts  of  Parliament  have  de- 
scribed them  as  bank-notes,  and 
no  otherwise ;  therefore  I  must 
take  it  that  bank-notes  is  in  gene- 
ral a  sufficiently  certain  description 
of  this  chattel.  If  that  be  so,  is  it 
necessary  to  go  farther  in  this  in- 
dictment, and  state  of  what  parti- 
cular value  each  note  is  ?  I  think 
not" 
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1841.  ^^  ^^^  ensuing  term  the  case  was  considered  by  the 

fifteen  Judges,  on  the  question,  ''whether  the  evidence 


Reoina 


V.  supported  the  3rd,  6th,  7th,  and  8th  counts,  or  either  of 

them,'^  and  their  Lordships  held  the  conviction  right. 


*  • 


YORKSHIRE  ASSIZES. 

BEFORE    MR.   BARON    ROLFE. 


Regina  V,  Henderson  and  Barlow. 
An  acquittal  of  FaLSE  PRETENCES.— The  indictment  charged  that 

an  offence  ^  ° 

charged  as  a  Francis  Fawson  was  possessed  of  a  certain  mare,  and  that 

be  pleaded  in  the  defendant  Henderson  was  possessed  of  a  certain  horse, 

drc'tmentfor'the  ^^  ***  ^^®  defendants  did  falsely  pretend  to  Francis 

same  offence  Pawson,  "  that  he,  the  said  Jeremiah  Barlow,  was  then 

charged  as  a 

false  pretence,  and  there  possesscd  of  a  certam  sum  of  money,  to  wit,  the 
obtahiing  mo*  sum  of  £12  '/'  and  that  if  Francis  Pawson  would  exchange 
ney  by  the  false  j^jg  mare  for  the  defendant  Henderson^s  horse,  the   de- 

representation  ' 

of  an  existing     fendaut   Barlow  was  willing  and  ready  to  purchase  the 

fact,  the  party 

making  the  horsc  of  Fraucis  Pawson,  and  pay  him  £li ;  by  means  of 
therknowingit  ^hich  falsc  pretcnccs  the  defendants  obtained  the  mare 
to  be  false,  is  an  f^Qu^  Fraucis  Pawsou,  with  intent  to  defraud  him  of  the 

obtaining  mo- 
ney by  false       same ;  "  whereas,  in  truth  and  in  fact,  the  said  Jeremiah 

?n*the*8UL  7  &  Barlow  was  not  then  and  there  possessed  of  the  said  sum 

t  53"'^'  ^  ^^'   of  £12,  and  was  not  then  and  there  ready  and  willing  to 

An  indict-      purchase  the  said  horse  of  him  the  said  Francis  Pawson^ 

ment  for  false 

pretences  a-  and  was  not  then  and  there  ready  and  willing  to  pay  the 
fhl°rged*tha?F:  Said  Fraucis  Pawson  the  said  sum  of  £12.^^ 

p.  was  possessed 
of  a  mare, 

and  H.  of  a  horse,  and  that  H.  and  B.  falsely  pretended  to  F.  P.  that  B.  "  was  then  and  there 
possessed  of  a  certain  sum  of  money,  to  wit,  the  sum  of  jf  12,"  and  that  if  F.  P.  would  exchange 
his  mare  for  H.'s  horse,  B.  was  willing  and  ready  to  purchase  the  horse  of  F.  P.  and  give  him 
if  12.  for  it;  "  whereas  in  truth  and  in  fact  the  said  J.  B.  was  not  then  and  there  possessed  of  the 
said  sum  of  if  12,"  and  was  not  then  and  there  ready  and  willing  to  purchase  the  said  horse:— 
Held,  that  the  indictment  was  bad,  as  it  did  not  aver  that  the  defendants  knew  that  B.  was  not 
possessed  of  £12. 
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The  defendants  pleaded  a  plea  of  autrefois  acquit,  which         |g4i^ 
stated  that  at  the  now  present  general  gaol  delivery  for  the  ^ 

county  of  York,  the  defendants  were  indicted  for  stealing  «. 

a  mare  of  Francis  Pawson,  and  were  acquitted ;  and  the  ■«">■*•<>*'• 
plea  went  on  to  aver  the  identity  of  the  defendants,  of 
Francis  Pawson,  and  of  the  mare;  and  that  the  taking  in 
fact  of  the  mare  in  the  former  indictment  mentioned,  and 
the  obtaining  in  fact  of  the  mare  in  the  present  indict- 
ment, were  one  and  the  same,  and  that  they  never  obtain- 
ed any  other  mare  from  Francis  Fawson ;  ^^  and  that  the 
larceny  to  which  the  said  last-mentioned  obtaining  of  the 
said  mare  would  amount,  if,  upon  the  trial  of  the  said 
Robert  Henderson  and  Jeremiah  Barlow  on  the  indict- 
ment to  which  they  are  now  pleading,  it  should  be  proved 
that  they  obtained  the  said  mare  in  any  such  manner  as 
to  amount  in  law  to  larceny,  and  the  said  larceny,  of 
which  the  said  Robert  Henderson  and  Jeremiah  Barlow 
were  so  indicted  and  acquitted  as  aforesaid,  are  one  and 
the  same  larceny,  and  not  other  or  different  larcenies/' 
To  this  plea  there  was  a  demurrer,  and  joinder  in  de- 
murrer. 

Pashley,  in  support  of  the  demurrer,  submitted,  that 
the  plea  was  good  by  reason  of  the  proviso  contained  in 
the  53rd  section  of  the  stat.  7  &  8  Geo.  4,  c.  29,  by  which 
it  is  provided,  that  if  on  the  trial  of  an  indictment  for 
false  pretences  it  shall  be  proved  that  the  defendant  ob- 
tained the  property  in  such  a  manner  as  to  amount  to  a 
larceny,  he  should  not  be,  by  reason  thereof,  entitled  to 
be  acquitted  of  the  misdemeanor.  He  also  submitted, 
that  the  indictment  was  bad,  as  the  only  pretence  charged, 
which  related  to  an  existing  fact,  was  the  pretence  that 
the  defendant  Barlow  was  possessed  of  £12,  and  with 
respect  to  that  there  was  no  averment  that  the  defendants 
or  either  of  them  knew  that  Barlow  had  not  £12. 

fVortley,  for  the  prosecution,  submitted  that  the  plea 
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was  bad^  as  the  defendants  could  not  have  been  convicted 
of  a  misdemeanor  on  the  former  indictment,  and  that  the 
present  indictment  was  sufficient,  as  it  stated  that  the 
defendants  obtained  the  mare  by  a  pretence  which  was 
averred  to  be  false,  and  that  judgment  therefore  ought  to 
pass  against  the  defendants  as  on  a  conviction  (a). 


RoLFE,  B.,  reserved  the  points  for  the  consideration  of 
the  fifteen  judges. 

Baines  and  Woriley,  for  the  prosecution. 
Pashley,  for  the  defendants. 

[Attomies — Whitfield^  and  /.  Badger  J] 


May  Ui.         BEFORE    LORD   DENMAN,   C.  J.,   TINDAL,  C.   J.,   LORD   ABIK- 

OER,  C.  B.,  PARKE,  B.,  ALDERSON,  B.,  PATTESON,  J.,  WIL- 
LIAMS, J.,  COLERIDGE,  J.,  COLTMAN,  J.,  ERSKINE,  J., 
ROLFE,  B.,   AND  WIGHTMAN,  J. 

PasUey,  for  the  defendants. — I  submit  that  this  plea  is 
good,  because  the  defendants  might,  upon  this  indictment, 
be  convicted  of  larceny  under  the  proviso  contained  in  the 
53rd  section  of  the  stat.  7  &  8  Geo.  4,  c.  29,  although  they 
have  been  acquitted  of  that  very  larceny  upon  another  in- 
dictment. This  case  is  not  like  any  other  that  has  occurred, 
as  this  proviso  is  an  anomaly,  and  unlike  anything  before 
known  in  the  law. 


(a)  In  the  case  of  Rex  v.  Joeiah 
Taylor,  5  D.  &  R.  422,  it  waa  held 
that  a  judgment  against  a  defend- 
ant on  demurrer,  tit  a  case  of  mu- 
demeanor,  is  final,  and  that  the 
defendant  is  not  entitled  to  answer 
over  even  if  the  demurrer  conclude 


with  a  prayer  of  judgment  of  re- 
spondeas  ouster.  In  casee  of  fe- 
lony, it  seems  that  the  judgment 
against  a  prisoner  on  a  demurrer 
is  not  final.  But  as  to  this  see  the 
judgment  oi  Ahhoit,  C.  J.,  in  the 
case  of  Rex  v.  Jonah  Taylor* 
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Aldbrson^  B. — Mast  not  this  plea  of  autrefois  acquit         ig^^^ 
finly  because  the  defendants,  on  the  former  indictment^      ^ — v — ' 
were  never  m  jeopardy  as  to  the  misdemeanor?  v. 

Hendbrion. 

Parke^  B. — Suppose  that  this  indictment  for  false  pre- 
tences does^  as  the  law  at  present  stands^  charge  two 
offences  in  the  alternative^  that  is^  the  stealing  of  the 
mare^  or  the  obtaining  the  mare  by  false  pretences — this 
plea  at  the  most  answers  one  of  the  alternatives  only ;  for 
if  the  obtaining  of  the  mare  was  not  a  felony,  the  plea  is 
certainly  no  answer  to  that. 

Pashley. — If  then  the  defendants  had  been  convicted  of 
horse-stealing  on  the  first  indictment,  and  had  been  trans- 
ported for  ten  years,  they  might  at  the  end  of  that  time 
be  indicted  for  the  same  offence,  as  a  false  pretence  by  an 
indictment  in  the  same  form  as  the  present,  and  yet  could 
not  plead  autrefois  acquit  if  the  present  plea  cannot  be 
sustained. 

Alubrson,  B. — ^That  is  the  difficulty. 

RoLFE,  B. — ^And  that  difficulty  occurred  to  me  at  York. 

Erskine,  J. — There  is  in  this  plea  no  allegation  that 
the  defendants  did  in  fact  steal  this  mare. 

Pashley. — ^The  plea  only  need  shew  that  the  party  is 
twice  put  in  jeopardy. 

Alderson,  B. — How  does  it  shew  that  they  have  before 
been  in  jeopardy  for  this  misdemeanor  ? 

Patteson,  J. — Probably  the  first  acquittal  was  on  the 
ground,  that  the  offence  did  not  amount  to  a  felony. 

PasJUey. — I  submit  that  these  defendants  were  in  jeo- 
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1841.        pardy  for  the  felony  on  the  first  indictment,  and  that  in 
^^■*''     '      one  state  of  circomstances  they  would  be  in  jeopardy  for 
V.  the  felony  on  the  present  indictment.     I  snbmit  farther, 

that  the  present  indictment  is  bad^  because  it  does  not 
shew  a  sufficient  false  pretence.  With  the  exception  of 
the  statement  that  Barlow  was  possessed  of  £12,  the  pre- 
tence does  not  relate  to  any  fact  at  all. 

Parke,  B. — ^There  is  a  false  representation  of  an  exist- 
ing fact. 

Pashley. — If  your  Lordships  should  decide,  that  a  false 
representation  of  an  existing  fact  is  a  false  pretence  within 
this  act  of  Parliament,  a  very  large  class  of  cases  would 
come  within  the  scope  of  that  decision. 

Parke,  B. — In  the  case  of  Reg.  v.  Parker  (a)  I  left  it 
to  the  jury  to  say,  whether  the  defendant  had  falsely  re- 
presented that  he  had  an  account  at  the  bank  of  Stuckey 
&  Co.  The  jury  found  the  representation  to  be  fiedse,  and 
the  Judges  held  the  conviction  right,  as  it  was  the  fialse 
representation  of  an  existing  fact. 

Pdshley. — In  the  case  of  Rex  v.  Wheatley  {b)  it  is  laid 
down  that  the  selling  an  unsound  horse,  affirming  him  to 
be  soimd,  is  not  a  criminal  offence;  and  in  Rex  v.  Codring" 
ton  (c),  where  a  party  had  professed  to  sell  a  reversionary 
interest  in  property,  and  the  vendee  took  the  usual  cove- 
nant for  title,  it  was  held  that  the  party  could  not  be 
convicted  of  obtaining  the  purchase-money  by  false  pre- 
tences, although  he  had  in  fact  previously  sold  his  interest 
in  the  property  to  another  person,  and  yet,  in  each  of 
those  cases,  there  must  have  been  a  misrepresentation  of 
an  existing  fact.    Another  objection  to  the  present  indict- 


(a)  7  C.&  P.  825.  (b)  2  Burr.  1128. 

(c)  1  C.  &  P.  661. 


HSNDSRSON. 
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ment  is,  that  there  is  no  averment  of  any  scienter.    The        ^341^ 

indictment  does  not  charge  that  the  defendants,  or  either  *^   — ^ 
of  them,   knew  that  the  defendant  Barlow  had  not  the  «. 

money,  nor  does  it  even  charge  that  the  defendants  did 
knowingly  falsely  pretend  that  the  defendant  Barlow  had 
not  this  sum  of  £12. 

Ekskine,  J. — He  might  have  had  the  money  five  mi- 
nutes before,  and  have  got  his  pocket  picked. 

Pashley, — The  prosecutor  himself  nught  have  picked 
the  pocket  of  Barlow  five  minutes  before.  In  the  case  of 
Wickham  v.  The  Queen  {a)  which  was  a  case  of  false  pre- 
tences, in  which  the  indictment  charged  that  the  defend- 
ant was  a  captain  in  the  East  India  Company^s  service,  and 
that  "  a  certain  promissory  note''  produced  by  the  defend- 
ant, was  a  good  and  valuable  security,  it  appears  to  have 
been  conceded  by  Sir  F.  Pollock,  who  was  counsel  for 
the  Crown,  that  it  was  essential  with  respect  to  that  part 
of  the  pretence  which  related  to  the  note,  to  aver  that  the 
defendant  knew  that  it  was  not  a  good  and  valuable  security, 
and  in  that  case  Lord  Denman  says,  '^  I  am  of  opinion  that 
the  two  pretences  in  this  indictment  must  be  taken  toge- 
ther, and  as  the  pretence  charged  with  respect  to  the  pro- 
missory note,  which  it  is  not  even  stated  that  the  prisoner 
knew  to  be  worthless,  is  insufficient,  the  indictment  is  not 
sustainable.'' 

Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — This  is  clearly  a  good  objection. 

Pabke,  B. — ^AU  that  we  can  say  is,  that  the  Judge  who 
goes  the  next  northern  circuit  will  give  judgment  for  the 
defendants,  on  the  ground  that  this  indictment  is  bad. 

(a)  2  P.  &  D.  333. 
VOL.  I.  Z  N.  p. 
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Beoina  v.  Hanson. 

H.  employed  J.  Jc  OEGEEY. — ^The  prisoner  was  indicted  for  forging^  and 
for  him.  ^j.'l.  uttcrfng  a  bill  of  exchange  with  intent  to  de&and  John 

had  a  partner       Lgadbittcr. 
named  S.,  who     -"^«^*'*''*'^*« 

took  no  active         The  forgerv  and  the  uttering  of  the  bill  were  clearly 

part  in  the  bu-  .  .  . 

sinesg,  of  which  proved;  but^  with  respect  to  the  intent  to  de&aud,  it  ap- 

J.  L!^ked7or  pcared  that  John  Leadbitter  had  been  employed  by  the 

payment  for  the  prisoner,  then  the  owner  of  a  mill,  to  make  a  mill-dam, 

paid  him  by  a  and  that  Lcadbittcr  had  a  partner  named  Stansfield^  who, 

exchange,  howcver,  took  no  active  part  in  the  business,  although  he 

be  so!"^!  L?  ^^  known  to  be  a  partner  by  the  prisoner.   It  was  proved 

indorsed  the  ^hat  Lcadbittcr,  who  had  superintended  the  work,  applied 

bill  in  hi8  own  ^  *  .  . 

name  only,  and  to  the  prisoner  for  payment :  that  the  prisoner  paid  Lead- 
partner  s.,  who  bitter  money  on  account ;  and  afterwards,  instead  of  mak- 
dorsedYt^^vrith  ^^^  ^  ftu^her  moucy  payment,  gave  him  the  bill  in  ques- 
his  own  name,    tion  indorsed  by  himself,  he  (Hanson)  being  the  payee. 

and  paid  it  ^^ 

away.  H.  was  The  partner,  Stansfield,  was  not  present  when  the  bill  was 
mterhig  on  a  ^  ^^  given.  It  was  further  proved,  that  Leadbitter  indorsed 
count  which       ^]^q  j^jji  ^  Yna  own  name  only,  and  afterwards  delivered  it 

laid  an  intent  "^ ' 

to  defraud  J.  to  Stausficld,  asking  him  if  he  could  make  any  use  of  it. 
Judges  held  the  and  that  Stausficld  afterwards  paid  it  away,  indorsing  it 
right*^"°"  also  with  his  own  name. 

WUIdnSy  for  the  prisoner,  submitted,  that  Messrs.  Lead- 
bitter and  Stansfield  being  shewn  to  be  partners,  and  it 
being  shewn,  also,  the  prisoner  knew  that  they  were  so, 
the  intent  of  the  prisoner  must  be  taken  to  be  the  legal 
consequence  of  his  own  act,  which  was  the  defrauding  of 
the  two  partners,  and  that  there  was,  therefore,  a  variance 
between  the  intent  proved,  and  the  intent  laid  in  the  in- 
dictment. 


Pashley,  for  the  prosecution. — ^The  intent  of  the  prisoner 
is  a  question  for  the  jury,  and  on  the  facts  proved  the  jury 
may  infer  that  the  prisoner  intended  to  defraud  Mr.  Jjcad- 
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Utter  alone^  with  whom  alone  he  had  deaUngs,  and  even        1341. 
if  he  did  also  intend  to  defraud  both  the  partners,  he       ^ — "* — ' 
nigfat  be  not  the  less  guilty  of  intending  to  defraud  the  v. 

Hanson. 


Inbonly  to  whom  he  actually  uttered  the  forged  instru- 
iMtalt(a). 

y  WiGHTMAN,  J.,  left  it  to  the  jury  to  say,  whether  the 
Mnoner  intended  to  defraud  Leadbitter  alone. 

Verdict — Guilty,  the  jury  finding  that  the  pri- 
soner did  intend  to  defraud  Leadbitter 
alone. 

WioHTHAN,  J. — I  shall  reserve  the  point  for  the  consi- 
ion  of  the  fifteen  Judges. 


fhley,  for  the  prosecution. 
Vkins,  for  the  prisoner. 

j«  [Attornies — Floyd  and  Sykes.] 

i'-  

MSbk  the  ensuing  term  the  case  was  considered  by  the 
fj0ifges,  who  held  the  conviction  right. 

(«)  See  the  cases  of  Regina  v.     cases  then  cited,  and  the  case  of 
ante,  p.  149,  and  Regina     Rex  y.  Mazagora^  R.  &  R.,  C.  C. 


^Qemth,  9  C.  &  P.  499,  and  the      291. 


*.-»• 


Reoina  v.  Sarah  Goldthorpe. 


EURDER. — The  prisoner  was  charged  with  the  murder  if  a  woman  en- 
er  new-bom  illegitimate  child.  cciThJwrt^of 

K^it  appeared  that  the  prisoner  had  been  suspected  of  **f '' J^^  **J^  ^^ 
Ipbig  with  child,  but  had  always  denied  it,  and  that  after  dead  body  of 
biir  delivery  she  persisted  in  denying  that  she  had  had  a  tween  a  bed 
ohild,  but  upon  Mr.  Parker,  a  surgeon,  who  examined  her,  J^j^  uT*«Sci*. 
Atevering  all  the  symptoms  of  recent  delivery,  and  asking  «"*  ^'^^^  °^ 

to  constitute  an 
within  the  stat  9  Geo.  4,  c.  31,  s.  14,  and  it  is  not  essential  to  such  an  offence  that  the 
body  should  either  be  put  in  some  place  intended  for  its  fiwA  deposit,  or  be  buried  or 
totroyed. 

Z  2 
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Regina 

V. 
OOLDTHORPE. 


her  what  had  become  of  the  child^  she,  after  some  hesita- 
tion,  said  that  it  was  under  the  bed.  It  was  proved  that 
the  child  was  not  under  the  bed^  and  that  upon  the  pri- 
soner being  again  asked  where  the  child  was,  she  said  it 
was  between  the  bed  and  the  mattrass.  It  was  further 
proved  that  the  body  of  the  child  was  found  between  the 
bed  and  the  mattrass  with  a  wound  on  its  throat,  which 
would  have  been  mortal  if  the  child  had  been  bom  alive, 
which  on  the  evidence  was  not  conclusively  shewn. 

The  jury  found  the  prisoner  not  guilty  of  the 
murder,  but  guilty  of  concealing  the  birth 
of  the  child. 

WilkinSy  for  the  prisoner. — I  submit  that  the  prisoner 
cannot  in  this  case  be  convicted  of  the  concealment  of  the 
birth  of  this  child,  as  the  stat.  9  Geo.  4,  c.  31,  s.  14,  ap- 
plies only  to  cases  where  the  body  is  either  secretly  buried 
or  disposed  of  in  some  place  of  final  deposit,  and  does  not 
apply  to  cases  where  there  is  a  hiding  of  the  body  in  a 
place  from  which  a  further  removal  of  the  body  is  con- 
templated. This  was  so  held  in  the  cases  of  Regina  v. 
Ash  (a),  and  Regina  v.  Bell  (A). 


(a)  2  M.  &  Rob.  294.  In  that 
case,  which  was  tried  at  the  Dor- 
chester Summer  Assizes,  1840, 
Mr.  Justice  Maule  held,  that  on  an 
indictment  for  concealing  the  birth 
of  a  child,  a  Jlnal  disposing  of  the 
body  must  be  shewn,  and  that  the 
hiding  of  the  body  in  a  place  from 
which  a  further  removal  of  the 
body  is  contemplated  will  not  sup- 
port the  indictment 

(b)  2  M.  &  Rob.  294,  n.  In  that 
case,  which  was  tried  at  the  North- 
umberland Spring  Assizes,  1841, 
the  prisoner  was  indicted  for  endea- 
vouring to  conceal  the  birth  of  her 
child,  and  it  appeared  that  she  had 
placed  it  in  a  box  in  her  bed-room, 
and  Baron   Rolfe  was  of  opinion 


"  that  the  statute  contemplatedflome 
mode  of  disposing  of  the  body,  eju»- 
dem  generis,  with  the  term  '  bury- 
ing,' as  by  burning,  or  cutting  to 
pieces,  &c.,  or  by  hiding  it  in  some 
place  intended  for  its  final  depodt.** 
In  the  case  of  Rex  v.  Sttellj  2  M.  dr 
Rob.  44,  on  an  indictment  for  a 
similar  offence,  the  evidence  wai 
that  the  prisoner  was  crossing  a 
yard,  in  a  direction  towards  a  privy 
with  a  bundle,  and  was  stopped* 
This  bundle  contained  the  child. 
Baron  Gumey  held,  that  the  pri- 
soner could  not  be  convicted,  as  she 
'*  was  interrupted  in  the  act  proba- 
bly of  disposing  of  the  body,  but 
the  act  was  incomplete." 
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WiGHTHAN^  J. — ^I  will  reserve  the  point  for  the  consi-         i84i. 
deration  of  the  fifteen  Judges.  '^     '     ^ 

IvEGIN  A 

Judgment  respited.  v. 

GOLDTHORPE. 

/.  71  Ingham  and  Lister^  for  the  prosecution. 
Wilkins,  for  the  prisoner. 

[Attornies — Ledgardy  and  Battye  Sf  Clay,'] 


In  the  ensuing  term  the  case  was  considered  by  the 
fifteen  Judges,  who  held  the  conviction  right. 


Regina  v.  James  Dealtry  Steel. 

UONSPIRACY. — The  second  count  of  the  indictment  An  indictment 
was  as  follows :  "  And  the  jurors  aforesaid^  upon  their  oath  racy  charged 
aforesaid,  do  further  present,  that  the  said  James  Dealtry  the  defendant 

*  •'     withconspinngi 

Steel  heretofore,  to  wit,  on  the  same  day  and  year  afore-  with  other  per- 
said,  with  force  and  arms,  at  the  parish  of  Huddersfield  « to  cheat  and' 
aforesaid,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  unlawfully,  wickedly,  and  ^^S"  o/^.?* 
deceitfully  did  conspire,  combine,  confederate,  and  agree,  *"^  ^*»<*  ^ 
together  with  divers  other  persons  to  the  jurors  aforesaid  un-  the  defendant 
known,  to  cheat  and  de&aud  the  said  Jonas  Donkersley  and  tend  to*  jJd.'*" 
others  of  certain  other  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  and  JJerchanT^wn- 
that  in  farther  pursuance  of  the  said  wicked,  fraudulent  ed  g.,  and  did 
and  unlawful  conspiracy,  combination,  confederacy,  and  a  pretended 
agreement,  the  said  James  Dealtry  Steel  heretofore,  to  j°r)!*forThe 
wit,  on  the  same  day  and  year  last  aforesaid,  at  the  parish  P"'^c'j*se  of 

'  J  *!  '  r  certain  goods  of 

of  Huddersfield  aforesaid,   in   the  county  aforesaid,  did  "  the  said  /.  D. 
then  and  there  falsely,  unlawfully,  and  knowingly  pretend  obtain  a  large 

quantity  of  the 
goods  "  of  the 
Mid  /.  D,  and  other i^"  with  intent  to  defraud  "the  said  /.  D.  and  others:'' — Held,  that  the 
words  "  and  others"  throughout  this  indictment  must  be  taken  to  mean  othera  the  partners  of 
J.  D.,  and  not  other  persons  wholly  unconnected  with  J.  D.;  and  that  on  the  trial  of  this  indict- 
ment evidence  was  not  admissible  to  shew  that  the  defendant  attempted  to  defraud  other  persons 
wholly  unconnected  with  J.  D. 
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1841.  ^  ^^®  ^^d  Jonas  Donkenley^  that  he  the  said  J.  D.  Steel 
then  and  there  was  a  merchant  of  the  name  of  '  Grant- 
ham/ of  the  firm  of  '  Grantham,  Nicholson,  &  Co./  car- 
rying on  the  business  of  woollen  and  stuff  merchants  in 
Park  Lane,  in  Leeds,  in  the  said  county  of  York,  and  in 
Market  Street  in  Huddersfield  aforesaid,  in  the  county 
aforesaid,  and  that  in  further  prosecution  of  the  said  un- 
lawful conspiracy,  combination,  confederacy,  and  agree- 
ment, and  under  colour  and  pretence  of  the  said  J.  D. 
Steel  being  such  merchant  of  such  firm  as  aforesaid,  he 
the  said  J.  D.  Steel  did  then  and  there,  and  under  colour 
of  a  certain  other  pretended  contract  with  the  said  Jonas 
Donkersley,  for  the  purchase  of  certain  other  woollen  doth, 
of  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  of  the  said  Jonat 
Donkersley  and  others,  obtain  and  get  possession  of  a  large 
quantity  of  other  woollen  cloth,  to  wit,  twenty  yards  of 
other  woollen  cloth,  of  great  value,  to  wit,  of  the  value  of 
iE12,  of  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  of  him  the  stnd 
Jonas  Donkersley  and  others  from  the  said  Jonas  Donkersl^, 
and  whereas  in  truth  and  in  fact  the  said  J.  D.  Steel  was  not 
then  and  there  a  merchant  of  the  name  of  '  Grantham/ 
of  the  said  firm  of  '  Grantham,  Nicholson,  &  Co.,'  carry- 
ing on  the  business  of  woollen  and  stuff  merchants,  in  Park 
Lane,  in  Leeds  aforesaid,  nor  in  Market  Street  in  Hud- 
dersfield aforesaid,  but  falsely  and  deceitfully  pretended 
the  same,  with  intent  then  and  there  and  by  colour 
thereof  to  cheat  and  defraud  the  said  Jonas  Donkersley  and 
others,  to  wit,  at  Huddersfield  aforesaid,  in  the  county 
aforesaid,  to  the  great  damage  and  deception  of  the  said 
Jonas  Donkersley  and  others,  to  the  evil  example  of  all 
others,  against  the  form  of  the  statute  in  such  case  made 
and  provided,  and  against  the  peace  of  our  said  Lady  the 
Queen,  her  Crown  and  dignity/' 

It  appeared  that  Mr.  Donkersley  had  partners,  and 
evidence  was  given  with  a  view  of  shewing  an  attempted 
fraud  on  that  firm,  and  it  was  also  proposed  by  Sir  G. 
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Lewin,  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  to  go  into  evidence         i84i. 
with  a  view  of  shewing  attempts  made  by  the  defendant  to      ^T"'^'^ 
defraud  other  persons  as  well  as  the  firm  of  Donkersley  &  v. 

Stuel* 

Co.,  of  their  goods. 

Bliss,  for  the  defendant,  submitted,  that  as  the  conspi- 
racy was  laid  to  be  to  defraud  '^  Jonas  Donkersley,  and 
others,''  the  words  ''  and  others,''  must  be  taken  to  mean 
others  the  partners  of  Jonas  Donkersley,  and  that,  there- 
fore, evidence  of  attempts  to  defraud  other  persons  uncon- 
nected with  him  was  not  receivable. 

Sir  G.  Lewin,  for  the  prosecution. — ^The  words  "  and 
others,"  do  not  necessarily  mean  the  partners  of  the  per- 
son first  mentioned,  and  a  conspiracy  to  defraud  one  per- 
son "  and  others,"  would  not  be  at  all  restricted  to  the 
defrauding  of  one  firm  only. 

Bliss. — In  the  latter  part  of  the  second  count  the  goods 
are  stated  to  be  the  goods  of  ''Jonas  Donkersley  and 
others,"  and  there  the  words  "  and  others,"  can  only  im- 
port others  his  partners ;  and  if  the  construction  contended 
for  on  the  other  side  be  correct,  the  words  "  and  others" 
must  have  one  meaning  at  one  part  of  the  count,  and  a 
different  meaning  at  another  part  of  the  same  count. 

WiGHTMAN,  J. — I  shall  receive  the  evidence,  and  I  will 
reserve  the  point  for  the  consideration  of  the  fifteen 
Judges. 

The  evidence  was  received. 

Verdict,  guilty  on  the  second  count  of  the  in- 
dictment. 

Sir  G.  Lewin,  and  JVasney,  for  the  prosecution. 

Bliss,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attomies — Clough,  and  Anderson.'} 


^ 
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Rboina'         BBFOEB  LOBD  DENMAN,  C.  J.,  TINDAL,  C.  J.,  LOBD  ABINOEB, 

c-  C.  B..  PABKE.  B..  OUBNET.  B..  WILLIAMS.    J..  COLEBIDOE^ 

Stbsl. 

J.^  COLTHAN^  J.,   ERSKINE^  J.,  MAULE^  J.,  ROLFE^  B.^  AND 

WIGHTMAN^  J. 

Bliss,  for  the  defendant^  submitted^  that  in  the  second 
count  of  this  indictment  the  conspiracy  charged^  which 
was  to  defraud  "  Jonas  Donkersley  and  others/'  must  be 
restricted  to  mean  a  charge  of  conspiring  to  de^ud  Jonas 
Donkersley^  and  others  his  partners^  and  that  if  it  did  not 
so  mean,  the  count  would  be  bad  for  uncertainty,  as  it  was 
uncertain  whether  the  words  "  and  others/'  included  other 
persons  as  well  as  the  partners  of  Mr.  Donkersley,  or  whe- 
ther those  words  included  his  partners  only. 

WioHTMAN,  J. — The  objection  taken  at  the  trial  was, 
that  ex  vi  termini,  the  word  "  others,''  in  this  count,  meant 
the  partners  of  Jonas  Donkersley,  and  must  necessarily  so 
mean :  but  the  learned  coimsel  for  the  prosecution  put  it, 
that  the  words  "  and  others/'  in  the  charging  of  the  con- 
spiracy, included  a  number  of  persons  totally  unconnected 
with  Mr.  Donkersley. 

Bliss. — ^I  submit  that  the  words  "  and  others/'  must 
have  the  same  meaning  all  through  the  count,  and  in  the 
latter  part  of  it,  if  the  meaning  is  not  restricted  to  part- 
ners, the  indictment  is  clearly  bad. 

Lord  Abinoeb,  C.  B. — I  think  Mr.  Bliss  is  right  in 
saying,  that  the  word  "  others"  must  have  the  same  mean- 
ing in  the  earlier  part  of  the  count  as  in  the  latter  part  of 
it;  and,  with  respect  to  the  property  of  the  goods,  it  must 
mean  that  they  were  the  goods  of  Jonas  Donkersley  and 
his  partners. 

The  case  was  afterwards  considered  by  the  Judges,  who 
held  the  conviction  wrong. 
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1841. 

LIVERPOOL  ASSIZES. 

BEFORE  LORD  DENMAN,  C.  J. 


Beoina  V.  BocHE  and  Blacknet. 

JylUBDEB. — ^The  prisoners  were  indicted  for  the  murder  A.  B.,  a  witness 
of  Matthew  Naylor,  at  Manchester.  inquest  made  a 

A  witness  named  Ann  Butler^  who  had  been  examined  ^hich^he' '" 
before  the  coroner,  was  absent  when  called  on  the  trial,  »^^«d  a  con- 

,.  -i/.i«i  .1  versation  witli 

Without  her  absence  bemg  accounted  for  by  either  side.        tiie  prisoner  on 
It  appeared  that  when  the  prisoner  Boche  was  before  the  placard  reiatfng 
coroner,  he  made  a  statement  in  which  he  admitted  the  **i  *I*®  murder 

'  of  ttie  deceased, 

truth  of  certain  statements  contained  in  the  deposition  of  and  also  stated 

.  -n    J.1  ^^^^  '^®  called 

Ann  iSutler.  tlie  prisoner  a 

It  was  proposed  by  JVilkins,  for  the  prosecution,  to  put  ^^J^th'at'she"^ 
in  the  written  examination  of  the  prisoner  Boche  taken  "*«p^  '^^^^  '^« 

-^        ^  pnsoner,  and 

before  the  coroner,  and  also  the  deposition  made  before  tiiat  lie  beat 
the  coroner  by  Ann  Butler.  her  ?wo  Sack 

The  deposition  of  Ann  Butler  was  as  follows :—  ^^^^  J^^^  p"" 

"  I,Ann  Butler,  of  No.28, Angel  Street,  near  St. George's  statement  be- 
Road,  state,  that  I  have  known  pnsoner  for  four  years  past,  ner,  which  was 

:i.  I*!  1  f       t    A         At  -i*i*      taken  down  in 

during  which  we  have  lived  together  as  man  and  wife,  the  following 
having  been  separated  several  times  through  disagreement,  ^**J^^'^*^^*" 
he  abusing  me  so  much  and  nearly  killing  me,  and  I  had  sleeping  with 

,  witness,  black- 

not  lived  with  him  nor  seen  mm  for  the  previous  three  ing  her  eyes, 
weeks  up  to  Wednesday  the  14th  instant,  having  been  Jarli"^and^his* 
confined  at  home  through  prisoner's  abuse  in  the  mean  *>eating  her, 

°      ^  ^      and  her  calling 

time,  when  I  met  him  in  Shude  Hill  about  nine  o'clock  in  him  murderer." 
the  evening,  and  we  slept  together  near  Blakeley  Street  all  the  statement 
night.     About  ten  o'clock  the  next  morning,  and  before  f„d^aiw"Ae""' 
we  got  up,  prisoner  addressing  me,  said,  that  I  had  like  to  deposition  of 

.{V*  o*  were  re* 
ceivable  in  evi- 
dence against  the  prisoner  on  his  trial  for  the  murder,  and  that  it  was  no  objection  in  point  of  law 
to  the  receiving  of  the  statement  in  evidence,  that  it  began,  **  Prisoner  admits,  "  although  that 
is  a  very  improper  way  of  taking  down  a  prisoner's  statement. 


342  CASES  ON  THE 

1841.        ^^y^  lost  him^  if  he  had  been  caught;  that  he  and  some 
other  fellows  had  a  man  up  in  Deansgate^  near  Jackson's 

Bow,  I  think  he  said  in  Jackson's  Row^  but  after  all  the 

had  nothing  about  him  but  his  coat  and  boots^  and  somebody 
crying  out  watch  they  had  a  hard  run  for  it^  and  he  had  like 
to  have  been  caught^  and  that  one  was  taken  but  escaped.  He 
said  it  was  on  the  Monday  nighty  and  that  he  had  been  out 
all  nighty  and  was  afraid  of  going  home^  and  that  he  had  not 
gone  home  until  four  o'clock  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  he  was 
so  tired  and  sleepy ;  that  he  had  been  out  drinking  the  pre- 
Tious  afternoon.  He  did  not  say  with  whom  he  had  been,  nor 
at  what  time  of  the  night  the  deed  was  committed.  At  half- 
past  twelve  o'clock  we  went  to  Bagnall's  vaults,  and  stopped 
there  until  half-past  two  in  the  afternoon,  when  we  separ 
rated;  agreeing  to  meet  there  again  at  four.  On  getting 
up  I  observed  blood  on  his  trousers.  I  asked  him  if  he 
had  been  fighting ;  he  said  no,  and  I  thought  no  more  of 
it,  but  in  the  course  of  the  morning  I  released  a  pair  of 
trousers  out  of  pawn,  which  he  put  on  instead  of  the  others, 
his  reason  being  that  the  latter  were  so  ragged,  as  was  the 
case.  I  met  him  again  about  half-past  nine  the  same 
night,  I  having  been  laid  down  in  the  mean  time,  and  not 
wishing  to  meet  him.  This  was  in  St.  Gorge's  Boad. 
We  went  towards  the  £Gdr,  and  on  the  way  we  came  up  to 
a  crowd  of  people  reading  a  placard,  a  copy  of  which  is  now 
produced.  I  stopped,  and  on  reading  about  the  coat  and 
boots,  which  corresponded  with  what  prisoner  had  told  me 
that  morning,  I  charged  him  with  it,  but  he  denied  it.  I 
then  tried  to  get  rid  of  him  on  this  account,  but  still  he 
continued  to  dodge  me,  I  still  charging  him  with  being 
concerned  about  the  coat  and  boots,  and  he  still  persisting 
in  his  denial  of  it,  until  we  got  into  Deansgate,  when  I 
stopped,  refusing  to  go  with  him  any  further,  and  called  him 
a  murderer,  upon  which  he  beat  me  very  severely,  giving 
me  two  black  eyes,  and  knocking  me  down,  stamped  upon 
me,  and  I  became  insensible. 

''Ann  ^  Butler's  mark. 
''Sworn  before  me,  Jas.  Chapman." 
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The  statement  of  the  prisoner  Boche  was  as  follows : —        ig4i^ 
''  Prisoner  admits  sleeping  with  witness;  blacking  her  eyes; 
seeing  the  placard^  and  her  charging  him  with  the  Jack- 
son's Bow  affair;  and  his  beating  her  in  Deansgate  for  it; 
and  her  calling  him  murderer/' 

J.  P.  Cobbetty  for  the  prisoner  Roche,  objected,  that  the 
deposition  of  the  absent  witness,  Ann  Butler,  was  inad- 
missible, unless  her  absence  were  accounted  for,  as  Ann 
Butler's  deposition  could  be  no  legal  evidence  per  se, 
and  could  be  admitted  only  by  the  prisoner's  statement 
having  expressly  referred  to  it,  and  so  embodying  her 
statement  in  his  (a).  That  was  not  the  case  here,  and 
therefore  it  was  unfair  to  make  his  having  referred  to 
some  circumstances  which  she  also  had  mentioned,  an  ex- 
cuse for  putting  in  the  whole  of  her  deposition  as  evidence 
against  him.  This,  too,  was  very  much  against  general 
policy,  and  tending  to  great  injustice,  inasmuch  as,  if 
such  a  practice  were  allowed,  the  prosecutor  might  fre- 
quently keep  all  the  vritnesses  out  of  the  way,  and  upon 
the  strength  of  a  few  words  taken  down  from  the  prisoner 
himself,  prove  the  whole  case  vrith  the  depositions.  An- 
other objection  was,  that  Boche's  examination  was  taken 
in  the  third  person,  beginning — "  Prisoner  admits,"  &c. 
This  was  not  complying  with  the  statute;  and  this  did 
not  purport  to  be  the  language  of  the  prisoner  at  all,  but 
merely  the  coroner's  expression  of  what  he  considered  the 
prisoner  to  mean.  The  jury  were  to  judge  of  the  effect 
of  the  statement,  and  they  could  not  do  that  without  hav- 
ing before  them  the  very  words  in  which  it  had  been 
made  (A). 

(a)  See  the  case  of  Rex  v.  John^  alterations  enacted  by  the  latter 

7  C.  &  P.  324.  statute  are,  that  the  coroner  is  to 

(6)  "  It  will  be  observed"  (says  put  in  writing  the  evidence,  instead 

Mr.  Sergeant  RtuseUf  in  comparing  of  the  effect  of  the  evidence,  as  di- 

the  provisions  of  the  two  statutes,  rected  by  the  former: "  &c.,  2  Russ. 

1  &  2  P.  &  M.  c.  1 3,  s.  5,  and  7  Geo.  C.  &  M.  662,  n.  b. 
4,  c  64,  8.  4),  that  the  principal 
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1841.  Lord  Denman  thought  the  grounds  of  objection  were  of 

considerable  importance.  As  to  the  mode  of  taking  the 
examination  of  the  prisoner^  that  was  a  very  improper  way 
in  which  to  do  it.  As  to  the  argument^  that  if  this  evi- 
dence were  admitted  it  would  afford  a  facility  of  conduct- 
ing the  prosecution  without  the  witnesses  being  heard^ 
that^  certainly^  would  be  a  most  serious  consequence^  but 
that^  his  Lordship  trusted^  never  would  arise.  His  Lordship 
did  not  see  how  he  could  exclude  this  evidence,  but  should 
reserve  the  points  in  case  it  were  necessary. 

The  deposition  of  Butler,  together  with  Roche's  examina- 
tion, was  then  read. 

The  prisoners  were  both  acquitted  on  the 
merits  (c). 

Wilkins,  for  the  prosecution. 

Bliss,  for  the  prisoner  Blackney. 

J.  P.  Cobbett,  for  the  prisoner  Boche. 

[Attornies — Herford  and  Cobbett.'] 

(c)  Lord  Denman  directed  that  alleged  murder.    They  were  ac- 

the  prisoners  should  he  detained,  in  cordingly    indicted    at    the    next 

order  that  they  might  he  indicted  Spring  Assizes;  but  the  bill  was 

for  a  larceny,   in  taking  clothes  ignored, 
of  the  deceased  at  the  time  of  the 
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CHESTEE  SUMMER  ASSIZES, 

BEFORE    HB.   JUSTICE    EBSKINE. 


M 


Beoina  v.  Robert  Sandys  and  Ann  Sandys. 


.URDER. — ^The  indictment  was  in  the  following  form:  An  indict- 

"Cheshire,  to  wit.  \^'  ^^^^  ^"^"^  Lady  the  Queen  J^l^ 

J  upon  their  oath  present,  that  Robert  ehaVges  that 
Sandys,  late  of  the  parish  of  Stockport  in  the  county  of  the  prisoner  did 

administer  the 

Chester,  labourer,  and  Ann  Sandys,  otherwise  called  Ann  poison  to  the 
Devannah,  late  of  the  same  place,  not  having  the  fear  of  t^k^nd'swai- 
God  before  their  eyes,  but  being  moved  and  seduced  by  lowed  it,  by 

^      '  <^  ^     means  of  which 

the  instigation  of  the  devil,  wickedly  contriving  and  in-  taking  and 
tending  one  Elizabeth  Sandys  with  poison,  wilfully,  felo-  deceased  be- 
niously,  and  of  their  malice  aforethought,  to  kill  and  mur-  ^ck*and^**of 
der,  on  the  23rd  day  of  September,  in  the  fourth  year  of  ^*>«  »*»d  ™o'^a* 

,  .  sickness  died/ 

the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lady  Victoria,  with  force  and  is  good  without 

arms,  at  the  parish  aforesaid  in  the  county  aforesaid,  felo-  that  the  de- 

niously,  wilfully,  and  of  their  malice  aforethought,  a  large  thrpoiwnfn^^ 
quantity  of  a  certain  deadly  poison  called  white  arsenic,      a  prisoner 

\  •^  .    .  .  was  tried  for 

did  give  and  administer  unto  the  said  Elizabeth  Sandys,  the  murder  of 

with  intent  that  she  should  take  and  swallow  down  the  by'^poison.    e/ 

same  into  her  body  (they  then  and  there  well  knowing  the  2'' h^^fs**"!^*** 

said  white  arsenic  to  be  a  deadly  poison),  and  the  said  her.    On  the 

-.  .  .  jj''i.ji."i_i.j.T.       1*^**  ®f  October 

white  arsemc  so  given  and  administered  unto  her  by  the  following  an- 
said  Robert  Sandys  and  Ann  Sandys,  otherwise  called  Ann  the^pHs^^Iferf 

named  M.  A.  S., 
died  under  suspicious  circumstances,  and  the  prisoner  was  examined  on  oath  at  the  coroner's 
inquest  held  on  M.  A.  S.,  and  signed  her  deposition,  in  which  she  made  a  statement  as  to  the 
death  of  E.  S.  Whether  this  deposition  was  receivable  in  evidence  on  the  trial  of  the  prisoner 
for  the  murder  of  E.  S.     Qtkere. 


Sandys. 
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1841.        Devannah  as  aforesaid,  the  said  Elizabeth  Sandys  did  then 
^ — V — ^      and  there  take  and  swallow  down  into  her  body,  by  reason 
V.  and  by  means  of  which  said  taking  and  swallowing  down  the 

said  white  arsenic  into  her  body  as  aforesaid,  the  said  Eli- 
zabeth Sandys  became  and  was  mortally  sick  and  distem- 
pered in  her  body,  of  which  said  mortal  sickness  and  dis- 
temper the  said  Elizabeth  Sandys,  &om  the  said  23rd  day 
of  September  in  the  year  last  aforesaid,  until  the  25th  day 
of  the  same  month  in  the  same  year,  at  the  parish  afore- 
said in  the  county  aforesaid,  did  languish,  and  languishing 
did  live,  on  which  said  25th  day  of  September  in  the  year 
aforesaid,  at  the  parish  aforesaid,  in  the  county  aforesaid, 
the  said  Elizabeth  Sandys  of  the  said  mortal  sickness  died; 
and  so  the  jurors  aforesaid,  upon  their  oath  aforesaid,  do 
say  that  the  said  Robert  Sandys  and  Ann  Sandys,  other- 
wise called  Ann  Devannah,  the  said  Elizabeth  Sandys,  in 
manner  and  form  aforesaid,  feloniously,  wilfully,  and  of 
their  malice  aforethought,  did  kill  and  murder,  against  the 
peace  of  our  Lady  the  Queen,  her  Crown  and  dignity.^ 


^1 


It  appeared  that  the  deceased  Elizabeth  Sandys  was  a  child 
of  the  prisoners  Sandys,  aged  six  weeks,  who  died  on  the  25th 
of  September,  1840,  and  was  buried,  and  that  no  suspicion 
arose  that  her  death  had  been  occasioned  by  poison,  until 
the  death  of  Mary  Ann  Sandys,  another  child  of  the  pri- 
soners, aged  four  years,  who  died  on  the  13th  October, 
1840,  under  very  suspicious  circumstances.  The  body  of 
Mary  Ann  Sandys  was  opened  and  examined,  and  arsenic, 
was  found  in  her  stomach  and  intestines,  and  the  parents 
having  insinuated  that  the  child  had  been  poisoned  by  a 
woman  of  the  name  of  Biley,  she  was  taken  into  custody 
upon  the  charge,  and  on  the  examination  before  the  coro- 
ner as  to  the  cause  of  Mary  Ann  Sandys^  death  on  the 
14th  of  October,  the  mother,  Ann  Sandys,  was  examined 
upon  oath  as  a  witness,  and  her  deposition  was  taken  in 
writing  and  read  over  to  her,  and  she  put  her  mark  to  it. 
In  the  course  of  that  examination  questions  were  put  to 
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her  relative  to  the  death  of  Elizabeth  Sandys,  and  in  con-  ig4i^ 
sequence  of  her  answers  and  other  circumstances^  the  body 
of  EUzabeth  Sandys  was,  on  the  17th  of  October,  disin- 
terred and  examined,  when  aU  the  appearances  indicated 
that  that  child  also  had  died  of  poison,  and  arsenic  was 
upon  examination  found  in  her  stomach  and  intestines. 

The  parents,  Robert  and  Ann  Sandys,  were  thereupon 
taken  into  custody  upon  the  charge  of  poisoning  both  the 
children,  and  on  the  28th  October  were  brought  before  the 
coroner  in  custody  separately.  When  Ann  Sandys  was 
brought  in,  she  was  told  that  she  was  charged  with  having 
poisoned  her  two  children,  and  that  that  was  the  time 
when  she  might  make  any  statement  that  she  liked  to  the 
jury,  and  that  what  she  said  would  be  taken  down  in  writ- 
ing. Her  former  deposition  made  by  her  as  a  witness  on 
the  14th  was  then  read  over  to  her,  and  she  said  she  had  a 
further  statement  to  make,  which  she  made,  and  what  she 
then  said  was  written  down  and  afterwards  read  over  to 
her — she  was  asked  to  sign  it,  but  she  refused.  The  co- 
roner signed  it,  and  it  was  produced  at  the  trial,  and  iden- 
tified by  the  person  who  wrote  it,  and  was  oflFered  in  evi- 
dence against  Ann  Sandys,  together  with  her  original  de- 
position. 

fVelsby,  for  the  prisoners,  objected,  that,  as  the  greater 
part  of  the  statement  had  been  made  by  the  prisoner  when 
under  examination  before  the  coroner  upon  oath,  it  could 
not  be  read  in  evidence  against  her.  He  cited  the  cases  of 
Regina  v.  Owen{a),  Reg.  v.  Wheeley{b). 

Toumsend,  for  the  prosecution,  referred  to  the  cases  of 
Reg.  V.  Owen  (c) ;  Ros.  Grim.  Ev.  45 ;  2  Stark.  Ev.  28 
(2nd  edit) ;  Rex  v.  Merceron[d) ;  Rex  v.  Gilham{e) ;  Rex  v. 
Swat  kins  (/) ;  Rex  v.  Tubby  {g) ;  Rex  v.  Leuns  (A) ;  Reg,  v.  Da- 

(fl)  9  C.  &  P.  238.  (e)  J  M.  C.  C.  203. 

{b)  8  C.  &  P.  250.  (/)  4  C.  &  P.  548. 

(c)  9  C.  &  P.  83.  (g)  5  Id.  530. 

(d)  2  Stark.  N.  P.  C.366.  (h)  6  Id.  161. 
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Smith{m);  Bex  y.  Biver8{n);  Bex  v.  Webb{o);  and  Bex  ▼. 
9.  Howarth{p). 

Samdts. 

Ebskine,  J. — I  will  receive  the  evidence,  and  reserve  the 
point  for  the  consideration  of  the  fifteen  Judges. 

The  evidence  was  received. 

The  jury  found  the  prisoner  Robert  Sandys, 
guilty,  and  the  prisoner  Ann  Sandys,  not 
guilty. 


Webby,  in  arrest  of  judgment. — I  submit  that  this  in- 
dictment is  bad,  because  it  ought  to  have  alleged  that 
Elizabeth  Sandys  died  of  the  poison  and  of  the  sickness 
occasioned  thereby,  and  I  submit  that  it  is  not  sufficient 
to  allege,  that  by  reason  of  the  swallowing  of  the  poison 
the  child  became  mortally  sick  and  distempered,  and  that 
she  afterwards  died  of  the  mortal  sickness  and  distemper. 
Mr.  Starkie,  in  his  work  on  the  Criminal  Law,  lays 
down  {q),  that  ''  where  several  blows  have  been  given  or 
different  kinds  of  poison  have  been  administered,^^  it  may 
be  alleged  generally  that  the  party  died  ''  of  the  said  seve- 
ral blows  so  struck  or  of  the  poisons  so  administered.  It 
must  be  averred  that  the  wound  or  bruise  was  mortal,  and 
finally  the  adequacy  of  the  means  to  produce  death  must 
be  further  shewn  by  a  direct  averment,  that  the  party  died 
of  the  stroke  or  poisoning,  and  this  cannot  be  implied  by 
any  implication  or  intendment  whatsoever."  So,  in  a  case 
of  death  from  a  wound,  Lord  Hale  ssljs  (r),  that  it  is  ne- 

(i)  Id.  177.  («)  7  C.  &  P.  177. 

(k)  1  M.  &  Rob.  297 ;  cited  9  (o)  4  C.  &  P.  564. 

C.  &  P.  240,  n.  ip)  Greenwood's  Coll.  of  fUt 

(/)  2  Lewin  C.  C.  157  ;  cited  9      138,  n. 
C.  &  P.  240,  n.  (q)  1  Stark,  Cr.  PI.  93. 

(to)  1  Stark.  N.  P.  242.  (r)  2  H.  P.  C.  186. 


Ebskinv^  J. — I  will  reserve  the  point  for  the  consider- 
ation of  the  fifteen  Judges. 

Taumsend,  for  the  prosecution. 
Welsby,  for  the  prisoners. 

[Attornies — Coppock  ^  Worlham,  and  FaughanJ] 


BEFORE  LORD  DENMAN^  C.  J. ;  TINDAL^  C.  J.  j  LORD  ABIN- 
OER4  C.  B.j  PARKE^  B.;  OURNEY^  B.  ;  WILLIAMS^  J.;  COLT- 
MAN^  J.  ;  ERSKINE^  J.  j  MAULE^  J.  ;  ROLFE^  B.  ;  AND  WIOHT- 


MANj  J. 


WeUby,  for  the  prisoners^  renewed  his  objection  in  arrest 
of  judgment^  and  in  addition  to  the  authorities  relied  on 
by  him  at  the  trial  he  cited  the  following  passage  from  Sir 
E.  H.  East's  Pleas  of  the  Crown  [t) :  "  But  in  all  cases  the 
death  by  the  means  stated  must  be  positively  alleged^  and 
cannot  be  taken  by  implication ;  and  therefore  where  the 
mean  of  death  is  alleged  to  be  by  any  stroke,  the  indict- 
ment should  proceed  to  aver,  that  the  prisoner  thereby 
gave  to  the  deceased  a  mortal  wound  or  bruise  whereof 
he  died,  or  where  by  poison,  after  stating  particularly  the 
manner  of  the  poison's  being  administered,  that  the  party 
died  of  the  poison  so  taken  and  the  sickness  thereby  occa- 
rioned.'' 

{#)  2  Curw.  Hawk.  ch.  23,  s.  83.  (t)  1  Ea.  P.  C.  343. 

▼OL.  I.  A  A  N.  P. 
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oessary  to  allege  '^that  the  party  wounded  died  of  that        ig4i, 
wound,"  not  that  he  died  of  the  illness  occasioned  by  the 
wound.     And  Mr.  Seijt.  Hawkins  {s)  says,  ''  that  where  the  «. 

death  was  caused  by  divers  poisons  or  wounds,  &c.,  the 
count  may  say  in  general  that  the  party  died  of  the  several 
poisons  or  wounds  above  mentioned,  without  saying  that 
he  died  of  any  one  of  them  in  particular.^' 


Sandts. 
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Lord  Denman^  C.  J. — ^There  is  no  authority  referred  to 
by  Sir  E.  H.  East  that  supports  that  proposition* 

Webby. — ^In  Miss  Shindy's  case  the  indictment  charged 
that  the  deceased  died  of  the  poison  and  of  the  sickness. 

Parke,  B. — ^The  indictment  against  Captain  Donellan, 
for  the  murder  of  Sir  Theodosius  Boughton,  chained 
that  the  deceased  died  of  the  sickness  occasioned  by  the 
poison  (u). 

Lord  Denm AN,  C.  J. — ^Mr.  TotDmend,  we  think  we  need 
not  hear  you.  The  authorities  do  not  appear  to  support 
the  objection,  and  the  indictment  in  Captain  DoneUan's 
case  appears  to  be  similar  to  the  present. 

The  case  was  considered  by  the  Judges,  who  were  una- 
nimously of  opinion  that  the  indictment  was  good,  and 
that  the  coniriction  of  the  prisoner  Robert  Sandys  was 
correct;  but  as  the  prisoner  Ann  Sandys  could  not  be 
again  put  upon  her  trial,  their  Lordships  thought  it  unne- 
cessary to  consider  whether  her  examination  (which  was 
only  received  as  evidence  against  herself,  and  so  expressly 
left  to  the  jury)  had  been  properly  received  or  not. 

(ti)  The  form  of  the  indictment      that  against  Miss  Blandy,  Id.,  p. 
against  Captam  Donellan  will  he      387,  and  18  St.  Tr.  1117. 
fomid  in  2  Stark.  Cr.  PI.,  p.  392,  and 
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COURT  OF  COMMON  PLEAS. 


Middlesex  Sittings  after  Easter  Term,  1841. 

BEFORE  MR.  JUSTICE  COLTMAN. 


De 


Hubert  v.  Turner  and  Others.  ^      ,^,. 

Jan.  14m. 

CLARATION  on  a  special  agreement,  dated  25th  An  agreement 
March,  1839,  between  the  plaintiff  and  the  defendants,  that  L^p'^op^rTu-^* 
the  plaintiff  undertook  to  convey  by  water,  coal  belonging  to  th.o"ty.  con^ 
the  defendants,  from  their  vessels  lying  in  the  Thames  to  body  of  it  the 
their  works  at  Millbank,  for  three  years  from  the  date  of  contracting  par- 
the  agreement,  and  that  the  defendants  undertook  to  em-  eluded"^  "Tn 

ploy  him  in  such  work.  witness  whereof 

,  ,  we  have  hereto 

Breach :  that  the  defendants  did  employ  the  plaintiff  for  set  our  hands, 
a  certain  time,  but  not  during  the  three  years  specified  in  ^as'not  any^*^^ 
the  agreement.     Other  counts  more  general.  signature  at  the 

^  ^  °  foot  of  the  a- 

Pleas  :  non  assumpsit,  and  denial  of  the  various  allega-  greementbyany 
tions  m  the  declaration.  that  the  agree- 

The  plaintiff  was  a  Thames  lighterman,  and  the  defend-  ^J^^by  "hi 
ants  directors  of  a  Gas  Company,  having  their  works  at  parties  to  be 

.  X       ,/  o  charged  under 

Millbank.  In  March,  1839,  an  advertisement  was  agreed  the  provisions 
upon  by  the  board  of  the  company  for  tenders  for  light-  ^f  Frauds,  be- 
ering  their  coals  for  three  years,  and  it  was  afterwards  in-  ^^^^^f^l^^^^ 

serted  in  the  newspapers.     The  plaintiff  sent  in  his  tender  of  necessity  in 

,.,  ,,  ,.  11/.  ^*'«  ^°^y  o^  ^^* 

which  was  accepted ;  the  entries  in  the  mmute  books  of  agreement,  to 

the  board  being  to  the  effect  following : —  JJJ,d  Should  not 

<^  26th  March,  1832.         aga^asTgna- 

*'  Letter  received  and  read,  recommending  T.  Hubert  as  '"""^I'-f"^  ^^' 

'  o  cause  It  appear- 

a  fit  and  proper  person:  after  which  it  was  moved  and  car-  ed  from  the 

•    1      t  1.  1         ,  1  1  -J    whole  of  the  do- 

ned  that  his  tender  be  accepted,  and  he  be  appointed  cument  that  the 

l:   -I  .    .      .1  »>  parties  had  not 

bghterman  to  the  company.'  intended  it  to 

be  binding  upon 
them  until  the  names  had  been  signed  at  the  foot  of  the  paper. 
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2nd  April,  1839. 
The  agreement  between  the  company  and  Thomas 
Hubert  for  three  years  read  and  approved,  and  a  fair  copy 
thereof  directed  to  be  sent  to  T.  Hubert/' 

The  plaintiff  conveyed  the  coals  for  the  company  from 
March,  1839,  to  September,  1840  (18  months),  when  they 
dismissed  him,  having  made  another  contract  Respecting 
the  agreement,  the  secretary  of  the  company  said  on  the 
trial,  "  I  remember  making  out  an  agreement  and  sub- 
mitting it  to  the  board.  The  first  copy  of  it  I  wrote  out 
myself  for  the  plaintiff's  approval.  Plaintiff  sent  it  me 
back  with  some  little  alteration.  The  alteration  was  only 
of  a  clerical  error.  I  shewed  it  to  the  board  so  altered. 
The  altered  agreement  was  approved  of  verbaUy  by  them ; 
there  was  no  resolution  passed  on  the  occasion.  There 
were  two  copies  then  made;  the  plaintiff  afterwards  caUed 
and  I  gave  him  one  of  them.  That  is  it  now  produced. 
The  alteration  made  by  the  plaintiff  did  not  affect  the 
substance  of  the  contents  of  the  agreement.  The  three 
persons  named  in  the  agreement  were  all  shareholders  in 
the  concern  at  the  time." 

It  was  then  proposed  to  read  the  agreement  (a). 

Bompas,  Serjt. — It  is  not  an  agreement  signed  by  the 
parties  to  be  charged,  it  is  only  a  copy. 

CoLTMAN,  J. — It  is  the  one  that  was  approved  of  by  the 
directors. 


(a)  The  beginning  and  conclu- 
sion of  the  agreement  was  in  the 
following  terms :  —  "  Articles  of 
agreement  made,  concluded,  and 
fully  agreed  upon,  this  day  of  &c., 
between  Thomas  Hubert  of  &c., 
of  the  one  part,  and  A.  B.,  C.  D., 
and  £.  F.,  Trustees  and  Directors 
of  the  Gas  Light  and  Coal  Com- 
pany, of  the  other  part. 

"  Whereas  the  saidT.  Hubert  has 


agreed  with  the  said  A.  B.,  C.  D., 
and  £.  F.,  acting  herein  on  behalf 
of  the  Gas  Light  and  Coal  Company, 
to  convey  by  water,  &c.  •  •  • 
And,  for  the  due  performance  of 
this  agreement,  each  of  the  said 
parties  hereto  bindeth  himself  and 
themselves  unto  the  other  and 
others  of  them  by  these  presents. 
As  witness  our  hands." 


Afterwards  the  Court  in  banc  was  moved  for  a  nonsuit, 
pursuant  to  the  leave  reserved,  on  various  points ;  but  the 
Court  gave  judgment  only  on  that  touching  the  validity  of 
the  agreement,  as  respecting  the  Statute  of  Frauds,  several 
cases  being  cited  on  both  sides  {b). 

TiNDAL,  C.  J.,  said — This  is  not  an  agreement  so  signed 
as  to  be  binding  within  the  Statute  of  Frauds.  The  names 
of  the  parties  it  is  true  are  introduced  into  the  body  of  the 
document,  and,  we  will  assume,  so  introduced  with  their 
authority ;  but  those  names  must  have  been  introduced  of 
necessity,  to  make  sense  of  the  document.  And  it  is  im- 
possible to  say  from  the  frame  of  this  instrument,  that  the 
parties  did  not  intend  to  have  put  their  signatures  to  it, 
before  it  was  supposed  to  be  complete.  Great  care  should 
be  taken  in  cases  of  this  sort,  or  every  case  will  be  one  de- 
gree weaker,  and  more  remote  from  the  intention  of  the 
statute,  than  that  which  preceded  it. 

The  rule  for  a  nousuit  must  be  made  absolute. 

{b)  Johnson  and  Others  v.  Dodg-  v.  Norris,  2  M.  &  S.  286;  2  Bing. 
ion,  2  M.  &  W.  653;  Sanderson  v.  N.  C.  735 ;  Graham  v.  Musson,  5 
Jackson,  2  B.  &  P.  238 :  Schneider      Bing.  N.  C.  607. 
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Bompas,  Seijt. — Still  it  is  not  signed  by  either  party        jg^^ 
according  to  the  requisitions  of  the  Statute  of  Frauds. 

Shee,  Serjt.,  contra. — ^This  is  a  sufficient  signature  to 
satisfy  the  statute.  The  agreement  is  drawn  up  under  the 
direction  of  a  joint-stock  company  by  their  secretary; 
and  there  are  three  names  in  the  body  of  it,  all  names  of 
shareholders.     I  submit  that  is  abundantly  sufficient. 

CoLTM AN,  J. — I  do  not  think  the  agreement  can  be  read, 
but  I  will  reserve  the  point. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff — Damages  £150. 

Shee,  Seijt.,  and  Wordsworth,  for  the  plaintiff. 
Bompas,  Seijt.,  and  Addison,  for  the  defendants. 

[Attornies — C  Draper^  and  WiUiamson  8f  Hill.'} 
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SUtings  at  Guildhall  after  Trinity  Term,  1841 

BEFORE  LORD  CHIEF  JUSTICE  TINDAL. 


July  9th.  McLaughlin  v.  Prtor. 

A  trespass  was    XBESPASS.     That  the  defendant  drove  his  carriage 
Srdefe^dam's  against  the  plaintiff's  gig,  and  npset  the  gig  and  injured 
^'"j^^^^J^j^*"^  the  plaintiff.     Pleas,  not  guilty;  and  that  the  accident 
plaintiff's  gig;    happened  through  the  plaintiff's  own  fault.    De  injurift. 
ant  was  riding        The  defendant  and  seven  others  were  driving  in  a  car- 

riage^at^thr*^'  ^^S®  ^^^  ^^^^9  ^^^  ^^  postillions,  to  Epsom  races  on 
time  with  hired  the  3rd  of  Juuc,  1840.     The  defendant  with  another  of 

horses  and 

hired  postii-  the  party  sat  upon  the  box.  The  carriage  was  not  in  the 
made  no  r*e-  *  ^^  of  the  vchiclcs  which  wcrc  going  through  the  turnpike 
Tgdns't^he  ^*  Sutton,  and  as  it  approached  the  toll-bar  the  postii- 
course  which  lions  eudeavourcd  to  get  into  that  line  in  order  that  they 
were  taking  till  might  pass  through  the  gate.  The  plaintiff,  and  a  friend 
came  t™o  "ate^!*  of  ^^^)  Mr.  Masou,  wcrc  driving  in  a  small  gig  at  thAt parti- 
^^^id,  thai  he  cujaj*  placc,  whcrc  the  postillions  attempted  to  fall  into  the 

was  liable  m  an  *  *  * 

action  of  tres.  train.    The  man  on  the  wheel  horses  said  to  the  other  pos- 

trespasser  with  tilliou,  "break  in;  you  are  all  right  there ;^'  and  upon 

*  hf  an^actbn  ^loiug  this  the  tracc  of  th3  leaders  of  the  carriage  caught 

of  trespass  it  is  ^^q  wheel  of  the  plaintiff's  gig,  the  gig  was  upset,  and  the 

the  jury  to  con-  plaintiff  was  iujuTcd  and  rendered  lame  for  life, 

which  the  de-  Immediately  before  the  accident  the  defendant  called 

lubtequenfiy  to  ^"^  ^^  ^^^  postilUons  to  let  the  plaintiff's  gig  pass  first,  but 

the  trespass,  in  the  Order  then  came  too  late.     As  soon  as  the  accident 

Cuming  to  the 

conciu:iionwhe-  had  occurred  the  defendant  offered  every  assistance,  and 
joint  trespassed  ^^  ^aid  he  would  make  himself  liable  for  the  damage  that 

.t.';  c°o™™u-   ^'^  happened. 

ting  the  mis-  It  was  in  evidence  that  Mason  subsequently  called  upon 

him  and  asked  him  to  pay  for  the  repair  of  the  gig,  but 

said,  that  if  the  defendant  would  tell  him  who  was  the 

owner  of  the  carriage  and  horses,  he  would  not  look  to 
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him  at  all  for  the  damage  done  to  the  gig.  The  defendant 
said  that  he  would  not  give  up  any  names,  for  he  had 
made  himself  responsible  for  what  had  happened.  But  he 
put  the  blame  upon  Mason  himself,  and  added,  "  If  you 
'  had  gone  out  quietly  when  the  lad  drove  the  leaders 
against  you,  it  would  not  have  happened,  I  intended  to 
have  pulled  up  and  let  you  go  in  front  afterwards.^^  It  was 
proved  on  behalf  of  the  defendant,  that  the  carriage  and 
horses  were  hired,  and  that  the  postillions  were  the  ser- 
vants of  the  man  who  let  the  horses  to  hire ;  and  it  was 
said  that  the  two  lines  of  carriages  converged  into  one 
line  at  the  gate,  that  there  was  an  opening  in  the  line 
there,  and  that  the  defendant  had  got  in  at  that  opening ; 
that  a  policeman  directed  the  defendant's  postillions  to 
go  into  the  line,  that  the  gig  had  given  way,  receded, 
and  got  to  the  right  hand  side  of  the  road,  and  then  at- 
tempted to  get  into  the  line  again ;  and  thereupon,  the 
second  plea  that  the  accident  happened  through  the  plain- 
tiff's fault. 


1841. 


M'Lauohlim 

9. 

Prtob. 


Kelly,  for  the  defendants,  submitted,  on  the  authority 
of  the  cases  which  he  cited,  that  the  action  could  not  be 
sustained  against  the  defendant,  as  the  carriage  and  horses 
were  hired,  and  the  whole  system  was  under  the  guidance 
and  government  of  the  two  postillions  (a).  He  also  in- 
sisted upon  the  point  of  fact,  that  the  plaintiff  drove  his 


(a)  Laugher  v.  Pointer,  5  B.  & 
C.  547:  Smith  v.  Lawrence,  2  M. 
&  R.  1. :  Quarman  v.  Bennett,  6 
M.  &  W.  499.  In  Laugher  v. 
Pointer,  5  B.  &  C.  547,  two  of  the 
judges  were  of  opinion,  that  the 
person  who  hired  job  horses  and 
also  hired  a  coachman  was  liable 
for  the  misconduct  of  the  coachman 
who  was  driving  those  horses,  and 
the  other  two  judges  held  the  con- 
trary. Afterwards  in  Quarman  v. 
Bennett,6M,8iWA99,  the  case  was. 


that  the  owner  of  a  carriage  hired 
the  horses  to  draw  it,  and  the  owner 
of  the  hired  horses  provided  a  driver, 
one  of  the  men  in  his  employ,  and 
who  was  selected  from  the  others  at 
the  request  of  the  hirer  herself; 
through  his  default,  but  while  he 
was  obeying  a  specific  direction  of 
the  hirer,  the  horses  ran  away, 
and  an  injury  happened:  and  it  was 
held  that  the  owner  of  the  carriage 
was  not  liable. 
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1841.        ^g  against  the  carriage^  forcing  the  gig  into  the  line 
S,r    ^  where  he  should  not. 

M'Lauohlin 

Pryor.  Tindal,  C.  J.,  (in  summing  up). — On  the  frame  of  these 

issues^  before  a  verdict  can  be  found  for  the  plaintiflT,  70a 
must  be  satisfied  that  the  trespass  arose  from  the  car- 
riage of  the  defendant  running  against  that  of  the  plaintiff. 
It  is  not  enough  that  you  should  think  the  defendant's 
drivers  were  wrong  in  getting  into  the  line  where  there 
was  an  openings  perhaps^  not  sufficient  for  them,  or  that 
the  persons  in  the  gig  were  right  in  attempting  to  regain 
their  position  in  the  line,  but  you  must  find  in  fact  the 
carriage  drove  against  the  gig.  The  defendant  was  not 
driving  the  carriage  himself;  he  was  driven  by  two  postil* 
lions,  who  had  been  hired  from  a  job-master:  whether* 
that  will  or  will  not  make  any  difference,  supposing  that 
you  are  satisfied  on  the  facts  of  the  case  that  the  de- 
fendant is  liable,  is  a  question  for  another  inquiry.  His 
Lordship  then  went  over  the  conflicting  evidence  on  both 

sides. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff;  damages  £600. 

Taffourd,  Serjt.,  and  Hoggins,  for  the  plaintiff. 
Kelly f  Channel,  Serjt.,  and  Marsh,  for  the  defendant. 

[ Attomies —  Wire  ^  ChUdy  and  Rooper  8f  Birch,'] 


April  26/A.        Afterwards  (a),  on  cause  shewn  against  the  defendant's 
1842.        j^g  jjjgj  fQj.  ^  nonsuit  on  the  point  reserved,  it  was  said  by — 

TiNDAL,  C.  J. — ^The  question  is,  could  the  defendant 
be  a  trespasser  here  ?  In  the  cases  cited  the  action  was  in 
'  Case,^  and  the  master  for  the  time  being  was  held  exempt 
from  liability,  because,  not  knowing  the  driver,  whom 
perhaps  he  would  not  have  trusted  if  he  had  known  him, 
he  was  considered  not  liable  for  the  driver's  act.  Here 
the  defendant  is  a  joint  trespasser  with  the  postillions. 

(a)  6  Jurist,  372. 
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All  persons  acting  together  in  trespass  are  co-trespassers. 
The  jury  haying  found  that  the  carriage  drove  against 
the  gig^  the  postillions  are  trespassers ;  there  certainly  were 
circumstances  in  the  conduct  of  the  defendant  whether 
active  or  passive^  from  which  the  jury  might  infer  that  he 
was  acting  in  concert  with  the  postillions,  and  they  have 
so  found.  If  the  defendant  had  remonstrated  with  the 
drivers  or  expostulated — if  there  had  been  any  expression, 
however  slight,  to  that  effect,  I  should  say  that  the  rule  for 
a  nonsuit  ought  to  be  made  absolute,  for  no  servant  can 
make  his  master  a  trespasser  against  his  will ;  but  as  this 
gentleman,  the  defendant,  was  on  the  box,  and  did  not  in- 
terpose to  prevent  the  accident,  though  there  is  not  the 
slightest  evidence  of  any  thing  like  command,  there  is 
enough  evidence  for  the  jury,  of  assent.  But  there  is  more 
than  passive  acquiescence ;  for  the  defendant  says  he  had 
intended  to  have  stopped,  unless  the  plaintiff  had  run 
against  him,  and  had  intended  to  let  the  plaintiff  go  on 
first — meaning  thereby  that  he  had  control  over  the  acts 
of  the  postillions.  I  think  therefore  that  this  is  a  case  in 
^hich  the  dominus  pro  tempore,  and  not  the  original  mas- 
ter,  has  assented  to  an  injury  done  by  the  act  of  the  ser- 
vant, as  in  the  case  of  Chandler  v.  Broughton  (A). — ^And  of 
this  opinion  was  the  rest  of  the  Court. 

Rule  for  a  nonsuit  refused. 


857 

1842. 

M'Lauohlin 

o. 

Prtor. 


(b)  1  Cr.  &  M.  29.  Where  a 
master  and  servant  are  together  in 
a  vehicle,  and  an  accident  occurs, 
irom  which  an  immediate  injury 
eomes,  the  master  is  liable  in  tres- 
pass and  not  in  case,  although  the 
■errant  was  driving  and  not  only 
no  evidence  is  given  on  the  part  of 


the  plaintiff  of  any  interference  on 
the  master's  part,  but  the  evidence 
on  the  part  of  the  defendant  dis- 
tinctly negatives  any  interference: 
so  that  the  mere  presence  of  the 
master  with  the  servant  will  consti- 
tute him  a  trespasser,  if  the  act  of 
the  servant  amount  to  a  trespass. 


PROMOTION. 

In  the  Vacation  after  Hilary  Term,  1843,  F.  S.  Murphy, 
Esq.,  was  called  to  the  degree  of  Seqeant-at-law. 
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1841. 


IN  THE  EXCHEQUEK 


Sittings  at  Guildhall  after  Michaelmas  Termj  1841 


BEFORE  THE  LORD  CHIEF  BARON. 


Dec,  I4th. 

The  defendant 
contemplated 
entering  into 
partnership 
with  the  house 
of  B.  &  S.  V. 
In  furtherance 
of  his  intention 
he  advanced 
£2000  to  them. 
They  removed 
their  banking 
account  at  his 
recommenda- 
tion, and  chang- 
ed the  name  of 
their  firm  to 
"B.  &S.V.  & 
Co.;"  but  no 
formal  deed  of 
partnership  had 
been  signed, 
nor  was  any 
entry  shewn  in 
the  books  of  B. 
&  S.  V.  which 
proved  the  de- 
fendant to  be  a 
partner : — 
Heldf  that  it 
was  a  question 
proper  to  be  left 
to  the  jury, 
whether  the  de- 
fendant were 
liable  as  a  part- 
ner for  the  debt 
of  B.  fir  S.  V. 
&  Co. 


Gabriel  and  Another  v.  Eyill. 

X  HIS  was  an  action  brought  bj  the  plaintiff  to  recover 
the  balance  of  the  value  of  goods  sold  by  him  to  the  de- 
fendant^ trading  under  the  firm  of  6.  &  S.  Yanderplank 
&  Co.  The  firm  had  become  bankrupt  since  the  sale,  and 
its  estate  had  paid  £78  out  of  an  account  of  £390,  leaving 
£312  for  which  the  defendant  was  now  sued.  The  plain- 
tiffs'  case  was,  that  Evill  was  a  secret  partner.  In  1888  the 
bankrupts  began  to  trade  as  woollen  drapers,  under  the 
name  of  B.  &  S.  Yanderplank.  In  1839  the  defendant 
contemplated  becoming  a  partner  in  the  firm,  and  men- 
tioned this  to  the  house  of  Fletcher  &  Son,  upon  whom  he 
used  to  draw  and  they  on  him;  and  he  said  that  he  wished 
to  raise  £2000,  which  he  was  to  supply  to  the  firm;  and 
in  raising  this  amount  the  house  of  Fletcher  assisted  him. 

A  memorandum  of  the  intended  partnership  was  read. 
The  partnership  was  to  commence  in  April,  and  B.  &  S. 
Yanderplank,  who  had  before  then  banked  with  the  Mary- 
lebone  Bank,  now  removed  their  account  to  Glyn's,  under 
the  recommendation  of  the  defendant,  and  changed  the 
name  of  their  firm  to  B.  &  S.  Yanderplank  &  Co. 

Erie  and  Peiersdorff,  for  the  plaintiffs,  relied  on  the  con- 
versation with  Fletcher  &  Son  respecting  the  partnership 
advance  made  to  the  house  of  B.  &  S.  Yanderplank  of  £2000; 
the  altered  style  of  the  firm,  and  the  change  of  the  banking 
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account,  to  shew  that  the  defendant  underlay  the  conse-         |g^|^ 
qnences  and  liabilities  of  a  partnership,  which  was  com- 
plete at  the  time  the  advance  was  made. 

The  case  for  the  defendant  was,  that  he  was  not  bonnd 
for  the  debts  of  B.  &  S.  Yanderplank  &  Co.,  until  he  had 
pat  his  name  to  the  agreement  for  the  partnership. 

Henry  Fletcher,  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Fletcher  &  Co., 
said  that  their  house  had  had  many  bill  transactions  with 
the  defendant.  In  February,  1839,  Evill  told  him  he  con- 
templated partnership  with  some  house — ^he  did  not  say 
which.  In  May,  1839,  Evill  stated  to  the  witness  the  terms 
of  the  proposed  partnership  with  B.  &  S.  Vanderplank, 
and  said  that  he  (Evill)  was  to  advance  £1000  in  cloth 
and  £1000  in  cash,  for  which  latter  amount  he  was  to  be 
at  liberty  to  draw  on  the  firm,  and  proposed  that  the  wit- 
ness should  draw  the  bills  in  his  stead,  because  he  wished 
to  reserve  to  himself  to  draw  upon  the  firm  for  goods  to  be 
supplied  to  them.  He  stated  that  the  firm  was  to  be  called 
B.  &  S.  Vanderplank  &  Co.,  that  he  was  to  be  represented 
by  the  *'  Co. ;"  that  his  name  was  not  to  appear,  because 
then,  he  would  not  be  able  to  draw  for  the  goods.  Bills 
were  accordingly  drawn  by  the  witness  on  Vanderplanks' 
house,  &om  the  month  of  June,  1839,  to  April,  1840,  and 
discounted  by  him  for  the  defendant. 

Samuel  Vanderplank,  a  member  of  the  late  firm,  said, 
that  the  defendant  had  treated  with  them  as  to  proposals 
for  becoming  partner ;  but  that  it  was  only  a  proposition  for 
a  partnership,  and  was  never  finally  agreed  to.  That  the 
name  of  the  firm  was  altered  by  the  addition  of  "  Co.^^  in 
May,  1839 ;  but  at  that  time,  also,  there  was  only  a  part- 
nership in  prospect.  That  the  partnership  of  B.  &  S. 
Vanderplank  was  dissolved  in  August,  1840,  but  the  de- 
fendant was  never  consulted  about  the  dissolution,  nor  was 
any  account  of  profits  ever  rendered  to  him,  nor  did  he 
ever  claim  any  profits. 
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1841.  Lord  Abinqeb^  C.  B.  (in  summing  up). — ^The  question 

is,  whether  there  was  any  actual  partnership  or  not? — 
Drawing  bills  in  contemplation  of  a  partnership  will  not 
of  itself  make  a  man  a  partner. 

I  remember  a  case  in  which  one  Steele  applied  to  Mor- 
ris to  take  Steele^s  son  into  partnership,  and  the  terms 
were,  that,  if  the  son  approved  of  the  concern  at  the  end  of 
a  year,  the  father  was  to  be  a  partner,  and  the  firm  to  be 
called  by  the  name  of  Morris  &  Steele.  Upon  this  j£6000 
was  advanced  at  once.  During  the  year  Morris  adopted 
the  style  of  Morris  &  Steele,  but  Steele  the  father  did  not 
know  of  it,  though  his  son  did.  And  Lord  Roslyn  held  in 
equity,  and  Thompson,  B.,  and  a  special  jury,  at  law,  that 
Steele  was  not  liable,  on  the  ground  that  a  mere  advance 
of  money  on  a  prospective  partnership,  in  contemplation 
of  partnership  not  finally  agreed  on,  did  not  make  a  part- 
ner of  the  person  who  advanced  the  money. 

His  Lordship  commented,  too,  on  the  fact,  that  no  one 
entry  had  been  shewed  in  the  books  of  B.  &  S.  Yander- 
plank  &  Co.  which  proved  Evill  to  be  a  partner  in  the 
firm,  and  concluded. — If  you  are  satisfied  that  he  was  a 
partner  you  will  find  for  the  plaintiffs.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  there  was  only  a  contemplation  of  partnership,  the 
verdict  must  be  for  the  defendant. 

Verdict  for  the  defendant. 

Erie  and  Petersdorff,  for  plaintiffs. 

Sir  F.  Pollock,  A.-G.,  Knowles  and  JfVles,  for  defendant. 

[Attomies — Fan  Sandau  ^  Cumming^  and  Atprey."] 


Afterwards  in  Hilary  Term,  1842,  the  Court  refused  to 
give  a  rule  for  a  new  trial. 
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1840. 

IN  THE  COMMON  PLEAS. 


BEFORE  LORD  CHIEF  JUSTICE  TINDAL. 


Manley  V.  Shaw. 

A  Dec.  23rd. 

Assumpsit  on  a  blll  of  exchange  by  the  plaintiff  as  in-  q„  ^j^^  ^^^^  ^^ 
dorsee  against  the  defendant  as  acceptor.     Plea,  that  the  ***  ^^^^  ®^ 

,  '^  astumpsit  on  a 

defendant  did  not  accept,  and  two  special  pleas.  bin  of  ex- 

The  canse  was  undefended.  UieMS^fwuT 

Afker  the  handwriting  of  the  defendant  as  acceptor  had  0°^  of  SSh* 

been  proved,  one  of  the  jury,  on  looking  at  the  bill,  said  •«d  'hat  the 

.  .  stamp  was 

that  the  stamp  was  a  forgery,  and  stated  to  his  Lordship,  forged,andcaii. 
that  several  respectable  houses  had  been  found  in  posses-  ©f  ^e  Judw  **** 
aion  of  forged  stamps  to  a  great  extent,  one  of  them  to  the  Vi  ^.*l®  ^*ct:— 

°  x-  D  y  Held,  that  the 

extent  of  £500  worth.  juryman  must 

be  sworn  as 

/.  Jervis,  for  the  plaintiff,  submitted,  that  the  verdict  give  evidcn^ce 
must  be  for  the  plaintiff,  as  there  was  not  any  evidence  to  f^  ***•  brother 

^  '  J  jurors,  before 

shew  that  the  stamp  was  forged.  they  can  act 

upon  his  opin- 
ion ;  and  on  his 

TiNDAL,  C.  J. — ^The  gentleman  of  the  jury  who  says  declining  to  be 
that  the  stamp  is  a  forgery,  should  be  sworn  as  a  witness  ness,  the  Judge 
to  give  evidence  to  his  brother  jurors,  before  they  can  act  {J^*{  they  must 
upon  his  opinion  (a) .  ^"^  ^o'  the 

His  Lordship  then  told  the  juryman,  that,  if  he  thought 
proper,  he  might  be  sworn  and  examined  as  a  witness  to 
prove  the  forgery. 

(a)  In  the  case  of  Reg,  v.  Frede-  bring  to  the  subject;  but  if  any  of 
rici  Rouer^  ante,  Vol.  7)  p.  648,  it  the  jurors  has  a  particular  know- 
was  deciided  that,  where  in  a  crimi-  ledge  of  the  subject,  arising  from 
nal  prosecution  it  is  essential  to  his  being  in  the  trade,  he  ought  to 
prove  the  particular  value  of  an  ar-  be  sworn  and  examined  as  a  wit- 
ticle,  the  jury  may  use  that  gene-  ness. 
tal  knowledge  which  any  man  can 


•  .  > 
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1840.  Th®  juiyman  stated,  that  he  should  decline  being  ex- 

amined as  a  witness. 

TiNDAL,  C.  J.,  to  the  jury. — ^Then,  gentlemen,  you  have 
only  to  find  your  verdict  for  the  plaintiff. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff. 

/.  Jervis  and  £•  James,  for  the  plaintiff. 
[Attomies — Robertt  and  ThwaiUs,'] 


COURT  OF  QUEEN'S  BENCH. 


Sittings  at  Westminster  after  Hilary  Term,  1842. 

BEFORE  MR.  JUSTICE  WI6HTMAN. 

{Who  sat  for  the  Lord  Chief  Justice.) 


1842. 


Feb.Srd.  VeITCH  V,  BUSSELL. 

A  contract  to      ASSUMPSIT  for  work  and  labour^  journeys  and  attend- 

pay  a  physician  -ni  -j. 

omnot  be  im-     auccs.     Plea,  uou  assiunpsit. 

pUed  firom  the         rpj^g  ^f^Qj^  ^^g  brought  to  recovcr  £157  for  the  attend- 

mere  met  of  hu  ° 

attendance  on  a  aucc  of  the  plaintiff  as  a  physician  upon  the  brother  of  the 
promiie  at  the  defendant.  The  defendant  was  a  lady  living  at  Bayswater. 
ten  w^r  The  plaintiff  lived  at  Bichmond.  The  defendant's  brother, 
pay  him  a  fixed  Thomas  Bcckley,  had  been  attended  by  the  plaintiff  in  his 

sum,  or  a  rea-  •"  ^  . 

Bonabie  com-  professional  capacity,  from  September,  1839,  to  April,  1840. 
nisTsuch  T  Ii^  ^^^Jf  1840,  the  defendant  wrote  to  the  plaintiff,  stating 
8u"^OT?anac!!*  ^^^^  ^^^  brother  had  been  suddenly  taken  ill  again,  and 
tion.  requesting  the  plaintiff  to  go  and  see  him  at  Camberwell. 

The  plaintiff  accordingly  attended  his  patient  from  July  to 
September,  1840,  the  nature  of  the  disease  being  one  that 
required  his  daily  supervision.  In  August  the  patient  was 
removed  to  town,  and  the  defendant  wrote  the  following 
letter  to  the  plaintiff: — 


'W4.   * 
t     • 
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''Dear  Sir, — ^As  your  account  against  me  for  attend-        xg42. 
ances  on  my  brother  must  be  rather  a  formidable  one^ 
you  will  oblige  me  by  letting  me  have  it  up  to  the  time 
of  his  removal  to  town. — Selieve  me^  &;c/' 

On  the  9th  of  September  the  defendant  wrote  another 
letter  to  the  plaintiff^  from  which  this  is  an  extract : — 

'*  My  wish  is  to  present  you  with  such  a  sum  as  you 
would  call  upon  me  to  pay  you.  Now,  as  tfiis  can  only  be 
done  by  your  telling  me  what  that  sum  should  be,  I  shall 
feel  greatly  obliged  to  you  by  your  doing  so.  I  really  do 
not  see  how  I  can  spare  you  this  trouble,  for  I  do  not 
know  what  expenses  you  have  incurred,  or  what  you  would 
deem,  under  the  circumstances,  a  suitable  acknowledg- 
ment of  your  great  professional  skill  and  attention.^^ 

The  plaintiff  then  named  the  simi  of  150  guineas,  and  a 
correspondence  ensued,  in  which  the  defendant  objected  to 
the  amount  named,  and  offered  to  pay  d£60  or  £70 ;  and 
on  the  15th  of  December  she  wrote,  desiring  to  know  the 
name  of  the  plaintiff^s  bankers,  that  she  might  pay  £70  to 
his  account  "  in  liquidation  of  her  debt.^' 

The  plaintiff  had  paid  £42  for  fly-hire,  and  four  shillings 
a  day  to  the  driver  for  the  six  weeks  between  the  2l8t  of 
July  and  the  17th  of  September,  184iO. 

Sir  F.  PoUock,  A.  G.,  in  opening  the  case,  contended, 
that  the  presumption  that  a  physician  attended  gratui- 
tously was  rebutted  here  by  an  express  promise  to  pay,  as 
in  Style  v.  Smith,  cited  by  Popham,  J.,  in  Marsh  v.  Rains- 
ford{a). 

Thesiger. — ^The  plaintiff  must  be  called.  It  is  admitted 
that  he  is  a  physician,  and  attended  as  such ;  and  a  physician 
is  not  entitled  to  bring  an  action  for  his  fees.     Charley  v. 

(a)  2  Leon.  111.     In  Style  v.  son  medicine,  and  the  father,  in 

Smith,  cited  by  Popham,  J.,  it  was  consideration  thereof,   promise  to 

determined  that  if  a  physician,  in  pay  him,  an  action  will  lie  for  the 

the  absence  of  a  father,  give  his  money. 
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1842.  Bolcoi{b).  Nor  can  he  maintain  an  action  for  work  and 
labour  as  a  soi^eon^  if  he  have  passed  himself  off  as  a 
physician^  whether  he  haye  a  diploma  or  not.  Lgi^tcomber. 
H(dme${c).  The  letter  of  September  15th  must  be  taken 
as  an  admission  of  a  debt  to  the  amount  of  £10,  either  finr 
services  rendered  or  upon  an  account  stated.  But  the  ac- 
count stated  must  have  a  pre-existing  debt  to  support  it 
The  case  from  Leonard  does  not  apply,  for  no  contract  can 
now  be  enforced  upon  the  ground  of  a  moral  obligation  ta 
pay.  WamaU  y.  Adney  {d);  Eastwood  v.  Kenyon  («). 

WiGHTMAN,  J. — It  appears  to  me  that  the  present  case 
is  not  like  those  dted  for  the  defendant.  Whatever  the 
general  rule  may  be,  I  think  that  here  there  is  evidence  to 
go  to  the  jury  of  an  express  contract. 

Thesiger  then  addressed  the  jury  for  the  defendant. 

WiGHTMAN,  J.  (in  summing  up). — This  is  an  action  by 
a  physician  to  recover  reasonable  compensation  for  his  pro- 
fessional services.  Such  an  action  is  unusual,  because 
there  is  in  general  a  conventional  mode  of  payment,  which 
may  be  accounted  for  by  the  obvious  impossibility  of  set- 
ting a  specific  value  on  services  chiefly  intellectual.  But 
though  the  action  is  unusual,  it  is  still  a  novel  doctrine  to 
me,  to  hear  that  a  physician  cannot  contract  for  compensa- 
tion. All  that  the  cases  decide  is,  that  a  contract  cannot 
be  implied  from  the  mere  fact  of  a  physician^s  attend- 
ance on  a  patient;  but  he  may  contract  for  a  fixed  sum,  or 
for  a  reasonable  compensation  at  the  end  of  his  attend- 
ance. It  is  for  you  to  say,  whether  there  was  here  a  con- 
tract that  Dr.  Yeitch  should  be  remunerated  for  his  ser- 
vices ;  and  you  will  collect  such  a  contract,  if  you  should 
be  of  opinion  that  there  was  one,  not  merely  from  the 

(6)  4  T.  R.  317.   See  also  Bat-  (c)  2  Camp.  441. 

Unhy  y.  Lawrence,  1  Car.  &  Mar.  (<0  3  B.  &  P.  252,  n. 

P-277.  \e)  11  A.  &E.  438. 


In  the  ensuing  term  Pollock,  A.  G.,  obtained  a  rule 
for  a  new  trial,  upon  the  ground  that  the  verdict  was 
against  evidence,  which  rule  was  afterwards  discharged  on 
the  ground  that  the  jury  had  negatived  the  existence  of 
any  contract ;  but  the  Court  was  of  opinion  that  a  phy- 
sician might  enter  into  a  contract  for  the  payment  of  his 
fees,  and  enforce  that  contract ;  and  said,  that  the  Court 
had  recently  decided  the  point  in  the  same  way  in  the 
case  of  a  barrister  {ff),  and  also  in  that  of  an  arbitrator  (A). 

(g)  Egan  v.  Guard,  of  the  Kensington  Union, 
{h)  Hoggins  v.  Gordon,  1 1  Law  J.,  New  S.,  Q.  B.  286. 

VOL.  I.  B  B  N.  P. 
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Veitch 

V. 
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request  to  attend,  but  from  the  other  circumstances  of  the 
case.  The  question  is,  whether  there  was  such  an  agreement, 
or  whether  the  whole  matter  was  left  on  the  ordinary 
footing  between  physician  and  patient.  On  the  30th  of  Russell. 
August  the  defendant  writes  a  letter,  from  which  it  ap- 
pears that  she  considered  there  was  an  account  between 
them,  and  that  Dr.  Veitch  did  not  stand  in  the  ordinary 
position  occupied  by  a  physician  in  relation  to  his  patient. 
Does  this  letter  lead  your  minds  to  the  conclusion  that 
there  was  a  previous  agreement?  The  letter  of  9th  Sep- 
tember is  important,  for  it  puts  the  case  somewhat  on  a 
different  footing  from  that  which  generally  exists  in  these 
cases,  as  the  patient  usually  does  not  ask  what  expenses 
his  physician  has  incurred.  Again,  until  the  very  last,  the 
defendant  does  not  so  much  object  to  pay,  as  to  pay  150 
guineas.  If  you  can  infer  from  the  case  a  definite  con- 
tract to  pay  money  out  of  pocket,  then  there  is  a  precise 
sam  which  has  been  shewn  to  have  been  spent  by  the 
plaintiff. 

Verdict  for  the  defendant. 

PoUock,  A.  G.,  Peacock,  and  Lattvyche,  for  the  plaintiff. 
Thesiger,  Warren,  and  Bovill,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attomies— r.  ^  S.  Naglor,  and  Tustin  8f  Barlow,^ 


CASES  AT  NISI  PRIUS, 


Second  Sitting  at  Westminster  in  Easter  Term,  1842. 

BEFORE    MR.   JUSTICE    COLERIDGE. 


AprU2Ut.  Walker  v.  Masset  and  Another. 

In  Q.  6.  a  X  HIS  causo  had  been  entered  for  trial  at  the  first  sitting 
tered  for  trui"  ^^  ^^^  term.  The  first  sitting  was  on  the  16th  of  April, 
at  the  first  sit-    ^^^  ^^^  continued  by  adjournment  to  the  18th  and  19tb. 

ting  in  term,  •'        •' 

and  not  tried  at  The  sccoud  sitting  was  on  the  20th  of  April,  and  was  con^ 

cannot  be  tried  tiuucd  by  adjournment  to  the  21st.     This  cause  was  in  the 

suttg'n'te^,  ^w^tten  list  of  causes  for  trial  on  the  19th,  but  was  not 

unless  the  re-  reached  at  the  rising  of  the  Court  at  three  o'clock  on  that 

cord  and  writ 

of  distringas  are  day.  On  the  20th,  the  plaintiff's  attorney  applied  at  the 
Vhe^y  ap-  *  Marshal's  office  for  the  writ  of  distringas  and  record,  in 
pointed  for  the    q^ ^gj.  ^q  \i^\Q  them  rescalcd,  when  he  was  informed  by  thf 

second  sitting ;  '  J        ^ 

and  if  there  be    proper  officcr  that  the  cause  had  been  struck  out  of  the 

noresealing  be- 
fore the  day  ap-  list,  and  could  not  be  tried  at  the  second  sitting,  because 

second^itdng,*  ^^^  "^^^  ^^  distringas  and  record  had  not  beeti  resealed 
the  cause  will,    prevtous  to  the  sccoud  sitting. 

under  the  rule     '^  ° 

of  25th  Novem- 

omitted  from  Piatt,  for  the  plaintiff,  applied  that  the  cause  might  be 

onhe'serond"'  restored  to  its  place  in  the  list,  and  that  it  should  be  tried  in 
sitting,  and  the   its  regular  ordcT  at  the  then  sittings,  the  causes  which  bad 

Judge  at  Nisi 

Prius  will  not  stood  bcforc  it  not  having  all  been  disposed  of.  He  moved 
?ng  a^eTward's,  ^^  ^^^  affidavit  of  Mr.  Dicksou,  which  stated  the  foregoing 
in  order  to  have  focts;  and  he  argucd,  that  as  the  Marshal's  office  closed 

the  cause  tned  '  o         ^ 

at  the  second  at  two,  and  was  again  open  only  from  six  to  eight,  and  the 
where 'the  "  scal  officc  closed  at  fivc,  the  plaintiff's  attorney  could  not 
bieBTreachedSn  ^*^®  S^*  ^®  rccord  from  the  Marshal's  office  early  enough 
iu  order.  ^q  the  19th  to  have  had  it  resealed  before  the  20tb,  which 

was  the  day  of  the  second  sitting. 

The  Hon.  T.  Denman  stated,  that  whenever  records 


EASTER  TERM,  5  VICT.— Q.  B. 


867 


were  not  resealed  before  the  sitting  dhy,  the  cases  were 
always  struck  out  of  the  list,  and  that  that  had  been  the 
uniform  practice  under  the  rule  of  the  29th  of  November, 
1825(a). 


1842. 


Wordsworth,  for  the  defendants. — ^It  was  quite  possible 
for  the  plaintiff's  attorney  to  have  taken  away  his  jury  pro- 
cess and  record  and  have  got  them  resealed ;  and  even  if 
he  could  not,  the  rule  is  imperative ;  and  if  the  record  and 
jury  process  are  not  resealed  before  the  second  sitting  has 
b^un,  the  party  will  only  be  entitled  to  try  at  the  next 
sitting,  which  is  the  third;  and  with  respect  to  any  sup- 
posed inconvenience,  that  can  be  only  considered  on  an 
application  to  rescind  the  rule. 

Plait. — I  admit  that  the  resealing  is  necessary  to  make 
the  cause  triable ;  but  if  the  cause  is  not  yet  called  on,  and 
the  record  is  in  a  perfect  state  before  it  is  called  on,  I  hope 
that  your  Lordship  will  allow  it  to  be  tried. 

CoLEEiDOE,  jr. — It  is  conceded  that  this  record  was  not 
resealed  till  after  the  commencement  of  the  present  sitting. 
The  rule  of  1825  says,  that  it  must  be  resealed  before  the 
fitting  at  which  the  cause  is  tried.  I  do  not  enter  at  all 
into  the  merits  of  the  rule,  or  whether  the  sittings  conti- 


(a)  The  following  is  a  copy  of 
tiwnile  of  29th  November,  1825  :•— 
^  Whereat,  by  a  rule  made  in 
Easter  Term,  33  Geo.  3,  (1793),  it 
was  ordered  by  the  Ck)urt,  '  that  the 
writs  of  distringas  and  the  records 
ia  causes  which  stand  over  from 
one  tnttings  to  another,  be  regu- 
gttlarly  resealed  previous  to  the  sit- 
tings to  which  they  stand  over,  or, 
fai  de&uh  thereof,  the  causes  be  not 
tried.'  Now  for  enforcing  obedience 


to  the  said  rule,  it  is  hereby  ordered 
by  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  that  the 
Marshal  do  not,  after  the  present 
sittings,  insert  in  the  daily  list  of 
causes  for  trial  any  causes  wherein 
the  writ  of  distringas  and  record 
shall  not  have  been  regularly  re- 
scaled  previous  to  the  sitting  to 
which  the  same  cause  may  stand 
over,  according  to  the  said  recited 
rule." 


B  B  2 
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1842.  nning  de  die  in  diem  be  a  convenience  or  not;  but  I  aof 

^ — ^^^^  clearly  of  opinion,  that  under  that  rule  this  cause  cannot 

WALKX&  ,  .    -, 

V,  be  tried. 


Massbt. 


Application  refused. 

Piatt,  for  the  plaintiff. 
Wordsworth,  for  the  defendants. 

[Attomies — Battye  ^  Co.,  and  Macduff^  Fitzgerald,'] 


Sitting  in  London  in  Trinity  Term,  1842. 

BEFORE    MR.    JUSTICE   WIOHTMAN. 


June  llth.  Ward  and  Another  v.  Morrison  and  Others. 

ifa  party  makes  UeBT.  The  first  count  of  the  declaration  stated^  that 
So^te?  w^^^^^^^^  the  defendants,  on  the  28th  of  January,  1841,  made  their 
he  promises  promissory  notc,  and  thereby  promised  to  pay  to  the  plun- 
tiff,  or  order,  tiffs,  or  their  order,  "  d6600,  with  interest  thereon,  at  the 
interest 'there-  i*Ate  of  six  per  ccnt.  per  annum,  twelve  months  after  the 
n?Lw  «•!  '**!  date  thereof,^'  and  that  although  the  defendants  had  paid 
per  annum,  the  interest  when  the  note  became  due,  yet  they  had  not 
afterdate/' the  paid  the  Said  £600.  There  was  also  a  second  and  third 
i^sf  the  jury,"in  co^^ts  for  interest  and  upon  an  account  stated.  Pleas  to 
allowing  inter,  the  first  couut,  that  the  defendants  did  not  make  the  note, 

est  up  to  the  '  * 

time  of  signing  and,  to  the  secoud  and  third  counts^  that  the  defendants 

judgment,  to  •    j  i.i.  j 

allow  it  at  the    wcre  never  mdebted. 

rate  of  five  per 
cent  only. 

It  was  opened  by  Udall  for  the  plaintiffs,  that  the  de- 
fendants had  paid  the  interest  at  six  per  cent,  up  to  the 
time  when  the  note  became  due,  and  that  the  only  question 
was,  whether  the  jury  would  give  six  per  cent,  on  the 
principal  sum  of  £600  from  the  time  the  note  became 
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payable  till  the  time  of  signing  judgment^  or  whether  they 
would  give  five  per  cent,  only  (a). 

WiGHTMAN,  J. — I  should  think  the  jury  will  not  give 
more  than  five  per  cent. 


869: 


1842. 


Ward 

V. 

Morrison. 


The  making  of  the  note  was  proved,  and  the  note  was  in 
the  terms  stated  in  the  declaration. 


WiGHTMAN,  J.  (in  summing  up.) — If  parties  have  made 
a  contract  for  six  per  cent,  on  a  bill  of  exchange,  they  must 
abide  by  that  contract ;  but  where  you  have  to  allow  in- 
terest as  damages  for  the  non-payment  of  money  at  a  time 
agreed  on,  you  will  probably  think  five  per  cent,  sufficient. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  for  611/.  Ss.,  being 
the  amount  of  the  note,  with  interest  at 
five  per  cent. 

UcUlU,  for  the  plaintiffs. 
Pkinny  for  the  defendants. 

[Attomies — Wilkinson  ^  Hill,  and  Frowd,'] 


(a)  By  the  stat.  3  &  4  Will.  4, 
c.  42,  s.  28,  it  is  enacted,  **  That 
upon  all  debts  or  sums  certain  pay- 
able at  a  certain  time,  or  other- 
wise, the  jury  on  the  trial  of  any 
inue,  or  on  any  inquisition  of  da- 
mages, may,  if  they  shall  think  fit, 
aOow  interest  to  the  creditor,  at  a 
rate  not  exceeding  the  current  rate 
of  interest,  from  the  time  when 
such  debts  or  sums  certain  were 
payable,  if  such  debts  or  sums  cer- 


tain be  payable  by  virtue  of  some 
written  instrument  at  a  certain 
time,  or,  if  payable  otherwise,  then 
from  the  time  when  demand  of 
payment  shall  have  been  made  in 
writing,  so  as  such  demand  shall 
give  notice  to  the  debtor  that  inter- 
est will  be  claimed  from  the  date  of 
such  demand  until  the  term  of  pay- 
ment ;  provided  that  interest  shall 
be  payable  in  all  cases  where  it  is 
now  payable  by  law." 
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Adjourned  Sittings  in  London  after  Trinity  Term,  1842, 


BEFORE    LORD   DENMAN^   C.   J. 


June  30th. 

A  phyiicUn 
ouiDot  sue  for 
hU  fees  for  any 
thing  be  has 
done  as  a  phy- 
sician, either  in 
attending  or  in 
prescribing  me- 
dicine for  a  pa- 
tient; but  if  he 
acts  as  a  sur- 
geon, or  in  any 
other  capacity 
than  that  of 
physician,  he 
may  maintain 
an  action  for  a 
compensation 
for  what  he  has 
done,  provided 
he  can  shew 
that  it  was  not 
done  by  him  as 
a  physician  ; 
and  the  fact 
that  the  plain- 
tiff was  not  paid 
fees  at  the  times 
when  he  was 
consulted,  goes 
to  show  that  he 
was  not  acting 
as  a  physician. 


Little  v.  Oldakeb. 

Assumpsit  for  work  and  labour,  with  a  count  upon 
an  account  stated.     Plea,  non  assumpsit. 

It  was  opened  by  Butt,  for  the  plaintiff,  that  the  plaintiff 
was  a  surgeon  and  a  member  of  the  Bojal  College  of  Sur* 
geons,  and  also  physician  to  an  institution  for  enring  con- 
tractions of  the  feet ;  and  that  in  the  months  of  August 
and  September,  1839,  he  had  cured  the  defendant  of  the 
renereal  disease,  the  plaintiff  having  attended  the  defendant 
not  as  a  physician,  but  as  a  surgeon.  He  submitted  that 
although  a  physician  could  hot  maintain  an  action  for  his 
fees,  there  was  no  law  to  hinder  a  physician,  who  was  also 
a  surgeon,  from  practising  as  a  surgeon,  and  recovering 
the  value  of  his  services,  in  the  same  way  as  a  physician 
could  if  he  were  employed  to  write  a  book.  He  cited  the 
case  of  Batteraby  v.  Lawrence  (a). 

Mr.  Belfour,  the  secretary  to  the  Boyal  College  of  Sur- 
geons, proved  the  seal  of  that  college  to  the  plaintiff's 
diploma  as  a  member  of  it,  dated  the  17th  of  Augusi^ 
1832  (4). 


(a)  Antey  p.  277. 

{h)  One  object  of  this  evidence 
no  donbt  was  to  shew  that  the 
plaintifTwas  a  snrgeon  as  well  as  a 
ph3r8ician.  It  is,  however,  well 
worthy  of  consideration,  whether  a 
person  who  is  not  authorized  to 
practise  as  an  apothecary,  and  who 
practises  as  a  surgeon,  can  recover 
either  for  attendance  as  a  surgeon, 
or  for  medicines  given  by  him  in  a 
surgical  case,  if  he  be  not  a  mem- 


ber of  the  College  of  Snrgvons  and 
has  not  passed  the  examination 
prescribed  by  the  stat  9  Hen.  8,  e. 
11.  It  appears,  however,  from  the 
cases  of  Bamett  v.  Glonop  and 
Gremare  v.  Le  Clere  BoU  Fahm^ 
hereafter  cited,  that,  in  order  to 
raise  that  question,  a  defence  on 
this  ground  must  be  specially  plead- 
ed, and  that  the  defendant  most 
shew  by  evidence  that  the  plaintiff 
is  not  a  member  of  the  College  of 
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the  defendant  came  to  her  master's  house  as  a  patient  se- 
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SurgeoDB,  and  also  (as  it  seems) 
that  he  has  not  passed  the  exami- 
nation prescribed  by  the  stat   3 
Hen.  8»  c.  11.     From  the  case  of 
BanuU  V.  Gtonop,  1  Scott,  621, 
it  appears  that,  where  the  plaintiff 
would  have  had  a  good  cause  of 
action  at  common  law,  but  that 
the  promise  is  void  because  the 
tequisites  of  a  statute  have  not  been 
complied  with,  the  defendant  must 
plead  it  specially,  and  cannot  take 
advantage  of  this  defence  on  the 
general  issue.  And  it  was  for  some 
time  considered  doubtful  whether, 
in  an  action  on  an  apothecary's 
Inlly  the  defendant  was  not  bound 
to  plead  that  the  plaintiff  was  not 
entitled  to  practise  as  an  apothe- 
caiy,  if  he  meant  to  put  the  plain- 
tiff to  prove  it ;  but  it  now  appears 
to  be  settled  by  the  case  of  Wag* 
slqfeT.  Sharpe,  3  Mee.  &  W.  521, 
that  the  plaintiff  must  prove,  even 
oi  the  general  issue,   that  he  is 
entitled  to  practise  as  an  apothe- 
caiy,  in  consequence  of  the  express 
terms  of  the  2l8t  sect,  of  the  Apo- 
dieearies'  Act,  55  Geo.  3,  c.  194. 
By  the  stat.  3  Hen.  8,  c.  11, 
after  reciting  (inter  alia)   "  That 
common  artificers,  as  smiths,  weav- 
ers, and  women,  boldly  and  ac- 
cnstomably  take  upon  them  great 
cures  and  things  of  great  difficulty, 
in  the  which  they  partly  use  sor- 
ceiy  and  witchcraft,"  it  is  enacted, 
"  That  no  person  within  the  city  of 
Londcny  nor  within  seven  miles  of 
He  tame,  take  upon  him  to  exer- 
cise and  occupy  as  a  physician  or 
angeon,  except  he  be  first  exa- 
■ined,  approved,  and  admitted  by 
tile  bishop  of  London  or  by  the 


dean  of  St  Paul's  for  the  time 
being,  calling  to  him  or  them  four 
doctors  of  physic,  and  for  surgery 
other  expert  persons  in  that  fa- 
culty, and  for  the  first  examina- 
tion such  as  they  shall  think  con- 
venient, and  afterwards  alway  four 
of  them  that  have  been  so  ap- 
proved, upon  the  pain  of  forfeiture, 
for  every  month  that  they  do  occupy 
as  ph3r8icians  or  surgeons  not  ad- 
mitted nor  examined  after  the  te- 
nour  of  this  act,  of  £5,  to  be  employ- 
ed, the  one-half  thereof  to  the  use 
of  our  sovereign  Lord  the  King,  and 
the  other  half  thereof  to  any  person 
that  will  sue  for  it  by  action  of  debt, 
in  which  no  wager  of  law  nor  pro- 
tection shall  be  allowed."  And  by 
sect.  2  of  that  statute,  **  And  over 
this,  that  no  person  out  of  the  said 
city  and  precinct  of  seven  miles  of  the 
same,  except  he  have  been  (as  is 
said  before)  approved  in  the  same, 
take  upon  him  to  exercise  and  oc- 
cupy as  a  physician  or  surgeon  in 
any  diocese  within  this  realm ;  but 
if  he  be  first  examined  and  ap- 
proved by  the  bishop  of  the  same 
diocese,  or  he  being  out  of  the  dio- 
cese, by  his  vicar-general,  either  of 
them  calling  to  them  such  expert 
persons  in  the  said  faculties  as  their 
discretion  shall  think  convenient, 
and  giving  their  letters  testimonials 
under  their  seal  to  him  that  they 
shall  so  approve,  upon  like  pain  to 
them  that  occupy  contrary  to  this 
act  (as  is  above  said),  to  be  levied 
and  employed  after  the  form  be- 
fore expressed."  By  sect.  3  of 
the  same  statute,  there  is  a  sav- 
ing of  the  privileges  of  Oxford 
and  Cambridge.    As  this  statute 
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veral  times  a  week  diiring  the  months  of  Angust  and  Sep- 
tember, 1839;  but  this  witness,  in  her  cross-examination. 


does  not  give  costs,  a  plaintiff  who 
recovered  penalties  under  it  would 
not  be  entitled  to  any  costs  at  all. 
Shore  v.  Maduton,  I  Salk.  206; 
Com.  Dig.  tit.  Costs,  A.  2 ;  Hul- 
lock  on  Costs,  17, 212. 

By  the  stat.  34  &  35  Hen.  8, 
c.  8,  after  reciting,   That  by  the 
Stat.  3  Hen.  8,  c.  1 1, '  for  the  avoid- 
ing of  sorceries,   witchcrafts,  and 
other  inconveniences,  it  was  enact- 
ed, that  no  person  within  the  city 
of  London,  nor  within  seven  miles 
of  the  same,  should  take  upon  him 
to  exercise  and  occupy  as  physician 
or  surgeon,  except  he  be  first  exa- 
mined, approved,  and  admitted  by 
the  bishop  of  London  and  other,  un- 
der and  upon  certain  pains  and  pe- 
nalties in  the  same  act  mentioned : 
Sithence  the  making  of  which  said 
act,   the  company  and  fellowship 
of  surgeons  of  London,   minding 
only  their  own  lucres  and  nothing 
the  profit  or  ease  of  the  diseased  or 
patient,  have  sued,  troubled,  and 
vexed   divers  honest   persons^  as 
well  men  as  women^  whom   God 
hath  endued  with  the  knowledge 
of  the  nature,  kind,  and  operation 
of  certain  herbs,  roots,  and  waters, 
and  the  using  and  ministering  of 
them  to  such  as  been  pained  with 
customable  diseases,   as  women's 
breasts  being  sore,  a  pin  and  the 
web  in  the  eye,  uncomes  of  hands, 
burnings,  scaldings,  sore  mouths, 
the  stone,  strangury,  saucelim  and 
morphew,  and  such  other  like  dis- 
eases;   and  yet  the  said  persons 
have  not  taken  any  thing  for  their 
pains  or  cunning,  but  have  minis- 
tered the  same  to  poor  people  only 
for  tieighbourhood  and  God*s  sake. 


and  of  pity  and  charity*     And  it  u 
now  well  known,  that  the  surgeons 
admitted  will  do  no  cure  to  any 
person  but  where  they  shall  know 
to  be  rewarded  with  a  greater  sum 
or  reward  than  the  cure  extend- 
eth  unto,  for  in  case  thej  wonld 
minister  their  cunning  unto  tore 
people  unrewarded,  there  ahoiild 
not  so  many  rot   and  perish  to 
death  for  lack  or  help  of  surgeiyy  as 
daily  do;  but  the  greatest  part  of 
surgeons    admitted    been     much 
more  to  be  blamed  than  thoee  per- 
sons that  they  trouble,  for  although 
the  most  part  of  the  persons  of  the 
said  craft  of  surgeons  have  somU 
cunning,  yet  they  will  take  gretl 
sums  of  money  and  do  little,  thore* 
fore,  and  by  reason  thereof  they 
do  oftentimes  impair  and  hart  their 
patients,  rather  than  do  them  good/ 
"  In  consideration  whereof,  amdfor 
the  ease,  comfort,   succour,  hdp, 
relief  and  health  of  the  King's  jnmt 
subjects,  inhabitants  of  this  realm, 
now  pained  or  diseased,   or  that 
hereafter  shall  be  pained  or  dis- 
eased, be  it  ordained,  established, 
and  enacted,  by  authority  of  this 
present  Parliament,  that  at  all  timet 
from  henceforth,  it  shall  be  lawfbl 
to  every  person  being  the  Kiag's 
subject,  having  knowledge  and  ex* 
perience  of  the  nature  of  herbi^ 
roots  and  waters,  or  of  the  opera* 
tion  of  the  same  by  speculation  or 
practice,  within  any  part  of  the 
realm  of  England,  or  within  any 
other  the  King's  dominions,  to  prac- 
tise, use,  and  minister  in  and  to 
any  outward  sore,  uncome  tpowi^, 
apostemations,  outward  swettisig  or 
disease,  any -herb  or  herbs^  ets^ 
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aaid^  '*  My  master  is  a  physician,  and  is  called  Dr.  Little, 
and  '  Dr.  little^  is  on  the  door/' 
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Little 


wtetUtp  haihs,  puUeu,  and  emptais" 
ien^  according  to  their  cunnings 
•zperience,  and  knowledge  in  any 
of  the  diseases,  sores,  and  maladies 
beforesatd,  and  all  other  like  to  the 
Mune,  or  drinks  for  the  stone,  stran-^ 
^Mry,  or  agues,  without  suit,  vexa- 
tion,  trouble,  penalty,  or  loss  of  their 
goods,  the  foresaid  statute  in  the 
Cnesaid  3rd  year  of  the  King's  most 
gracioas  reign,  or  any  other  act,  or* 
diaanee,  or  statute  to  the  contrary 
heretofore  made,  in  anywise  not- 
withstanding."    With  respect   to 
this  statute,  Lord  Chief  Baron  Co« 
myns  says  (Com. Dig.  tit.  Physician, 
D.),  that  it  *'  enables  only  to  make 
application  to  external  sores,  &€.* 
not  to  internal."    In  Le  CoUedge 
4e  Phifsitians*  case,  Littleton's  Re- 
ports,   349,    Lord    Chief   Justice 
Biekardson,  in  delivering  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Court  of  Common 
Fleas,  says,  '*  On  consideration  of 
the  34  Hen.  8,  we  are  of  opinion, 
-that  this  statute  reaches  neither  in 
words,  nor  in  intent  and  meaning, 
to  give  liberty  to  any  person  that 
practises  or  exercises  for  lucre  or 
profit;  and  it  is  apparent  from  the 
preamble,  and  the  statute  also,  that 
hwas  made  principally  against  chi- 
nugeonsy  who  were  covetous ;  for  the 
statute  has  limited  who  shall  prac- 
tise and  for  what  diseases,  and  the 
parties  licensed  by  it  were  those  who 
were  good  honest  people,  as  old  wo- 
men, and  such  who  will  give  ueigh- 
bouriy  physic  for  charity  and  piety, 
ud  not  such  as  seek  gain  by  it,  as 
cmpiricks,  who  do  not  any  thing  for 
piety  and  charity;  so  that  this  sta- 
tute excludes  all  those  who  take 
my  money  or  gain."    This  case 


afterwards  came  before  the  Court      Oldakbr. 

of  King^s  Bench,  on  a  writ  of  error, 

[nom.  Butler  v.  Pres,  of  the  Coll, 

of  Physilians,  Cro.  Car.  256.],  but 

the  propositions  of  law  laid  down 

by  L.  C.  J.  Richardson,  as  above 

stated,  do  not  appear  to  have  been 

at  all  questioned ;  however,  on  that 

occasion,  L.  C.  J.  Richardson  (who 

had  then  become  Lord  Chief  Justice 

of  England)   conceived  that  the 

statute  34  &  35  Hen.  8,  c.  8,  was 

virtually  repealed  by  the  stat.   1 

Mar.,  sess.  2,  c.  9  [which  confirms 

the  Stat.  14  h  15  Hen.   8,  c.  5, 

which  ratified  the  charter  of  the 

College  of  Physicians] ;  but  Mr. 

Justice  Crohe  was  of  opinion,  that 

as  the  Stat.  34  &  35  Hen.  8,  c.  8, 

does  not  mention  the  stat.  14  &  15 

Hen.  8,  c.  5,  which  **wa8  for  Phy- 
sicians" ;  and  as  the  stat.  34  &  35 

Hen.  8,  c.  8,  was  concerning  chi- 

rurgeons,  "  that  statute  was  never 

intended  to  be  taken  away  by  the 

act  of  primo  Mariae."    But  upon 

this  point,  Mr.  Justice  Jones  and 

Mr.  Justice  Whitlocke,  would  not 

deliver  their  opinions,  but  all  the 

Judges  resolved,   that,    admitting 

the  stat.  34  &  35  Hen.  8,  c.  8,  to 

be  in    force,    the  defendant    had 

pleaded  a  bad  plea,  and  the  judg- 
ment therefore  was  against  him. 
By  the  stat.  18  Geo.  2,  c.  15, 

which  was  an  act  for  making  the 

surgeons  of  London  and  the  bar- 
bers of  London  two  separate  and 

distinct  corporations,  it  is  enacted, 

[by  sect.  8]  that,  "all  such  who 

already  have    been,    or  hereafter 

shall  be,  examined  and  approved 

pursuant  to  the  rules  of  the  said 

company,  [of  surgeons  made,  esta- 
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It  was  also  proved  by  Mr.  Lane^  who  served  the  writ  of 
summons  on  the  defendant^  that  the  latter  said  it  was  for 


blished,  and  incorporated  by  tbii 
act],  sball  be  entitled  to  practise 
freely  and  witbout  restraint  tbe  art 
and  science  of  surgery  tbrougbout 
all  and  every  bis  Majesty's  domi- 
nions, any  law  or  custom  to  tbe 
contrary  notwithstanding."  In  tbe 
preamble  of  that  statute,  letters  pa- 
tent of  5  Car.  1  are  recited,  which 
contain  a  clause,  prohibiting  persons 
from  practising  surgery  for  lucre  or 
profit,  in  London,  or  within  seven 
miles,  unless  they  bad  been  ex- 
amined by  two  or  more  of  the 
Masters  or  Governors  of  tbe  Mys- 
tery and  Commonalty  of  Barbers 
and  Surgeons,  or  by  four  of  the 
examiners  of  the  surgeons  of  Lon- 
don ;  but  tbe  stat  18  Geo.  2, 
c.  15,  does  not  appear  either  to 
confirm  this  prohibitory  provision 
of  tbe  letters  patent,  or  to  contain 
any  enactment  of  a  similar  kind. 

In  the  case  of  Gremare  v.  Le 
Clerc  Bois  Valon,  2  Camp.  144, 
which  was  an  action  by  a  French 
emigrant  priest,  resident  in  Lon- 
don, against  another  French  emi- 
grant priest  for  attendance  as  a 
surgeon.  The  defendant  relied  on 
the  Stat.  3  Hen.  8,  c.  11,  s.  1 ;  but 
Mr.  GarroiVy  for  the  plaintiff, 
"  insisted  that  there  being  no  abso^ 
lute  prohibition  of  persons  unli- 
censed acting  as  surgeons,  they 
might  maintain  an  action  against 
persons  whom  they  bad  attended 
and  cured.  By  paying  the  penalty 
of  £5  a  month,  they  satisfied  the 
statute."  "Lord  Ellenhorough  was 
of  opinion  that  the  action  was 
maintainable,  and  the  plaintiff  re- 
covered a  verdict  for  20/L"  "In 
tbe  ensuing  term,  Clifford  obtained 


a  rule  to  shew  cause  wby  the  ver- 
dict should  not  be  set  aside,  on 
the  ground  that  tbe  plaintiff's  ooo- 
duct  in  practiangas  a  surgeon  was 
illegal,  and  that  be  could  Dd  be 
entitled  to  recover  a  compensatioD 
for  bis  labour,  on  tbe  very  Mune 
evidence  which  would  convict  him 
of  the  penalty  of  £b  a  month.  Bat 
when  cause  was  shewn,  the  eowt 
said  that  it  bad  not  been  proved 
that  the  plaintiff  was  not  regidaify 
licensed  as  a  member  of  the  College 
of  Surgeons,  which  be  might  bs^ 
although  he  was  a  French  emigrant 
priest;"  and  the  rule  to  set  aside 
the  verdict  was  discharged.  It  is 
difficult  to  understand  what  is 
meant  in  Mr.  Garrow*t  argument, 
by  the  statement  that  the  statute 
3  Hen.  8,  c.  11,  contains  "no 
absolute  prohibition  of  persons  un- 
licensed acting  as  surgeons,"  as  the 
terms  of  this  statute  appear  to  be 
quite  as  prohibitory,  and  in  terms 
nearly  similar  to  those  of  the  stat. 
29  Car.  2,  c.  7,  (for  the  better  ob- 
servance of  the  Lord's  Day),  under 
which  contracts  made  by  persons 
in  their  trades  on  a  Sunday  are 
held  void. 

In  the  case  of  Cope  v.  Rowlandif 
2  M.  &  W.  149,  the  doctrine  as  to 
contracts  forbidden,  either  by  com- 
mon or  statute  law,  was  much  con- 
sidered, and  the  case  of  Gremart 
V.  Le  Clerc  Bois  Fahn  cited;  and 
in  the  case  of  Cope  v.  Rowlande^  it 
was  held,  that  a  broker  cannot 
maintain  an  action  for  work,  la- 
bour, and  commission  for  buying 
and  selling  stock,  &c.,  unless  duly 
licensed  by  tbe  Mayor  and  Alder, 
men  of  tbe  city  of  London,  pumi- 
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coiiiig  him  of  a  certain  disease^  and  he  thought  the  chaises 
were  high^  but  that  he  had  tendered  five  pounds  or  five 
gaineas. 


1842. 


Ant  to  the  stat.  6  Anne,  c.  16 ;  and 
Btfon  Parke,  in  delivering  judg- 
ment  in  that  case,   laid,   ''It  is 
perfectly  settled)  that  where  the 
contract  which  the  plaintiff  seeks 
to  •nforoe,  be  it  express  or  implied, 
18  expressly  or  by  implication  for- 
bidden by  common  or  statute  law, 
no  court  will  lend  its  assistance  to 
give  it  effect.     It  is  equally  dear, 
that  a  contract  is  void  if  prohibited 
by  statute,  though  the  statute  in- 
flicts a  penalty  only,  because  such 
penalty  implies  a  prohibition;  and 
it  may  be  safely  laid  down,  noi- 
vidistanding  some  dicta  apparently 
to  the  contrary,  that,  if  the  contract 
be  rendered  illegal,  it  can  make  no 
diflhrence,  in  point  of  law,  whether 
the  statote  which  makes  it  so  has 
in  riew  the  protection  of  the  reve- 
BQe,  or  any  other  object.    The  sole 
question  is,  whether    the  statute 
means    to  prohibit    the   contract. 
And  in  the  same  judgment.  Ba- 
ron Parke  also  says,  '^one  other 
QMe,  cited  for  the  plaintiff,  remains 
to  be  noticed;  it  is  that  of  Gremare 
T.  Le  Gere  Bote  Valon,  in  which 
Lord  EUenborough  held  that  the 
plaintiff  could  recover  for  surgery 
and  medicines,  though  he  had  not 
been    admitted    pursuant    to    the 
itatote  3  Hen.  8,  c.  11,  s.  1.    It  is 
certainly  difficult  to  reconcile  this 
esse  with  the  rule  above  laid  down, 
fat  die  provisions  of  that  statute 
were  clearly  meant  to  secure  to  the 
poblic  skilful  practitioners  in  sur- 
gery and  medicine :  but  on  a  mo- 
tion for  a  new  trial,  the  Court  of 
Ring's  Bench  do  not  appear  to 
have  sanctioned    the  doctrine  of 


Lord  EUenhoroaghy  for  they  dis- 
posed of  the  case  on  another  ground, 
namely,  that  there  was  no  proof  that 
the  plaintiff  had  not  been  duly  li- 
censed; we  therefore  think  that 
case  not  a  binding  authority." 

With  respect  to  a  surgeon  (who  is 
not  entitled  to  practise  as  an  apo- 
thecary) recovering  for  medicines 
supplied  by  him,  it  was  held  in  the 
case  of  Alison  v,  Haydon,  1  M.  & 
P.  588,  that  the  plaintiff,  who  was  a 
member  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons,  but  not  an  apothecary, 
could  not  recover  for  medicines 
supplied  by  him  in  a  case  of  typhus 
fever,  but  Lord  Chief  Justice  Beit 
said,  *'  Whatever  medicine  may  be 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  remov- 
ing a  complaint,  which  it  is  the 
duty  of  a  surgeon  to  attend  to  and 
cure,  he  might  perhaps  be  allowed 
to  recover  for,  but  he  is  not  entitled 
to  recover  unless  the  medicine  he 
administers  be  clearly  ancillary 
to  his  duty  as  a  surgeon:"  and 
Mr,  Justice  Park  says,  "  Here  the 
plaintiff,  being  only  qualified  to  act 
as  a  surgeon,  has  acted  in  the  cha- 
racter of  an  apothecary,  and  he 
cannot  be  entitled  to  recover  for 
attendance  as  such,  or  for  medi- 
cines administered  to  a  patient,  un- 
less in  a  case  falling  expressly 
within  his  own  department  as  a 
surgeon." 

In  the  later  case  of  Simpson  v. 
Ra^e,  4  Tyr.  325,  Mr.  Baron 
Bayley  said,  '*  There  was  evidence 
for  the  jury  that  the  complaints 
were  of  a  nature  requiring  sur- 
gical aid.  Then  if  the  plaintiff 
attended  as  a  surgeon,  the  Apo- 
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It  was  proved  by  Mr.  Alfred  Hamilton^  a  Bux^eoiij  that 
this  was  a  surgical  case. 

Petersdorffy  for  the  defendant. — I  submit  that  the  plain- 
tiff is  not  entitled  to  recover  anything  in  this  action.  The 
plaintiff  acts  as  a  physician^  and  has  '^  Dr.  Little'^  on  his 
door;  and  I  submit,  that  he  cannot  separate  his  character 
of  physician  from  that  of  a  surgeon,  and  that  on  hia  be* 
coming  a  physician  he  drops  and  abandons  his  character 
of  surgeon.  The  rule  of  law  is,  that  a  physician  can  main- 
tain no  action  for  any  services  rendered  by  him  in  that 
character.  Dr.  Little  being  a  physician,  and  avowedly  ao^ 
must  in  this  instance  be  presumed  to  have  acted  in  that 
capacity;  and  there  have  been  cases  in  which  it  has  been 
held,  that  even  a  false  assumption  by  the  party  that  he  was 
a  physician  prevented  him  from  suing  for  a  compensation 
for  his  services  (c).  How  can  it  be  presumed  that  the  de- 
fendant did  not  consult  the  plaintiff  as  a  physician?  No 
one  was  present  but  themselves ;  and  it  might  be  that  the 


tbecaries'  Act  does  not  take  away 
his  power  to  recover  for  his  at- 
tendance as  such,  because  he  also 
dispensed  medicines.    There  is  no 
evidence  that  the  medicines  were 
dispensed  by  the  plaintiff  as  an 
apothecary,  nor  does  he  claim  as 
one.    I  do  not  see  why  he  might 
not  dispense  medicine  as  incident 
to  his  business,  in  the  course  of 
attending  a  patient  as  a  surgeon." 
(c)  In  the  case  of  Charley,  M.D., 
V.  Bolcot,  4  T.  R.  317,  it  was  held 
that  a  physician  cannot  maintain 
an  action  for  his  fees ;  and  in  the 
case  of  Lipscombe  v.   Holmes,   2 
Camp.  440,  which  was  an  action 
brought  by  the  plaintiff  for  work 
and  labour  as  a  surgeon,   it  ap- 
peared that  the  plaintiff  wrote  pre- 
scriptions, was  called  "  Doctor,*' 
and  signed  himself  M.D.     The 


plaintiflTs  counsel,  Mr.  (afterwaidi 
Mr.  Justice)  Park  stated,  that  he 
should  shew  that,  at  the  time  when 
the  visits  were  paid,  the  plaintiff  wa» 
only  a  surgeon ;  but  Lord  EUet^ 
borougkf  C.  J.,  said,  "  If  a  peisoa 
passes  himself  off  as  a  physician, 
he  must  take  the  character  cum 
onere.     When  he  brings  an  action 
for  visits  paid  by  him  as  a  physi- 
cian, I  will  give  him  credit  for 
being  so,  and  tell  him  he   must 
trust  to  the  honour  of  his  patients. 
Whether  the  plaintiff  had  or  had 
not  a  diploma  when  he  attended 
the     defendant,    is     immaterial ; 
whatever  he  was,  if  he  at  that  time 
wrote    prescriptions     and    added 
M.D.  to  his  name,  he  must  be 
nonsuited."  See  the  case  of  VeUck 
V.  Russell,  ante,  p.  362. 


TRINITY  TERM,  5  VICT.— Q.  B. 

defendant  not  only  consulted  the  plaintiff  as  a  physician^ 
but  also  paid  him  his  fee  at  each  time  T^hen  he  consulted 
him. 

• 

Lord  Denman^  C.  J.  (in  summing  up). — A  physician 
cannot  sue  for  his  fees  for  anything  he  has  done  as  a  phy- 
jdcian,  either  in  attending  or  in  prescribing  medicine  for 
a  patient;  but  if  he  acts  as  a  surgeon  or  in  any  other  capa- 
city than  that  of  a  physician^  he  does  not  forfeit  his  right 
to  sue  for  a  compensation  for  what  he  has  done^  provided 
he  can  shew  that  it  was  not  done  by  him  as  a  physician. 
This  case  seems  to  be  one  in  which  the  plaintiff  might  have 
acted  either  as  a  surgeon  or  a  physician ;  and  it  has  been 
miggested  that  you  ought  to  presume  that  he  was  paid  his 
fees  at  the  times  when  he  was  consulted,  but  that  is  evi- 
dently not  so  upon  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Lane ;  and  the 
£BLct  that  the  plaintiff  was  not  paid  at  the  different  times 
when  he  was  consulted,  goes  to  shew  that  the  defendant 
was  not  acting  as  a  physician,  and  also  that  the  defendant 
himself  did  not  consider  that  the  plaintiff  was  acting  as  a 
physician. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff. 

Butt  and  Ball,  for  the  plaintiff. 
Petersdorff,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attomies — J'ennings,  and  Dawes,'] 


LiTTLB 
V. 

Oldaker. 
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June  30M.  BoBsoN  and  Another  v.  Curlewis. 

A  notice  of  dia-  JJeBT  by  the  plaintifiFs  as  indorsees  of  a  bill  of  exchange, 

dressed  to  the  dated  29th  of  November,  1841,  drawn  by  the  defendant  on 

suung?that  George  Carrington  for  £50,  payable  three  months  aftef 

"  your  draft  ^^te  to  the  order  of  the  defendant,  and  by  him  indorsed  to 

upon  Mr.  G.  C.  ^  '  " 

for  £50,  due       the  plaintiffs. 

is  returned  to         Pl^s^ — ''  that  the  defendant  had  not  notice  of  the  non- 

l^nTtailn'uJ'  pajment  of  the  said  bill  of  exchange." 

in  the  course  of      The  noticc  of  dishonour  was  in  the  following  form : — 

this  day,  pro- 
ceedings will  be 

taken  against      ft  Sip  London,  4th  March,  184a. 

both  you  and 

him  for  the  re-  ''  Your  draft  upon  Mr.  Oeorge  Carrington  for  xSO, 

is^rgood  n^otice    ^^^  3rd  March,  is  returned  to  us  unpaid ;  and,  if  not  taken 
of  dishonour,      ^p  ^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^f  ^jj^  ^^^^  proceedings  will  be  taken 

against  both  you  and  him  for  the  recovery  thereof. 

"  We  are,  sir,  your  obedient  servants^ 
"  Mr.  H.  C.  Curlewis.  "  Eobson  &  M'Gbbqob.'^ 


Petersdorff,  for  the  defendant. — I  submit  that  this  notion 
of  dishonour  is  not  suj£cient.  In  the  case  of  BouUon  v. 
Welsh  (a),  a  notice  of  dishonour,  which  stated  that  the 
note  ''  became  due  yesterday,  and  was  returned  to  me  un- 
paid," was  held  to  be  insufficient.  In  the  case  of  Hedger 
y.  Steavemon  (&),  which  is  a  later  case  than  that  of  Bouttom 
V.  Welsh,  the  notice  was  that  the  note  "  became  due  yes- 
terday, and  has  been  returned  unpaid ;  and  I  have  to  re- 
quest you  will  please  remit  the  amount  thereof,  with 
Is.  6d.  noting."  And  the  Court  of  Exchequer  held  that 
that  notice  was  sufficient ;  but  there  the  charge  for  noting 
clearly  shewed  that  the  note  must  have  been  presented 
and  dishonom*ed. 

Lord  D£NMAN,  C.  J. — I  have  no  doubt  that  this  is  a 

(a)  3  Bing.  N.  C.  G88.  (b)  2  M.  &  W.  799. 
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good  notice  of  dishonour.    Baron  Parke  disclaims  the  dis- 
tinction as  to  the  charge  for  the  noting. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiffs. 
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Montagu  Chambers,  for  the  plaintiffs. 
JPetersdorff,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attornies — Fisher,  and  VaUance,"] 


In  the  ensning  term,  Petersdorff  applied  for  a  new  trial, 
but  the  Court  refused  a  rule,  and  expressly  overruled  the 
case  of  Boulton  v.  Welsh  (c). 


(c)  In  the  case  of  H tiger  v, 
Sieavensan,  2  M.  &  W.  799,  Baron 
Pmrke  said,  "  The  word  *  returned  * 
if  almost  a  technical  term  in  mat- 
ten  of  this  nature,  and  means  that  a 
bill  has  come  to  maturity,  has  been 
presented,  and  has  not  been  paid;" 
and  in  the  same  case  his  Lordship 
also  said,  **  There  is  indeed  one  cir- 
eamstance  mentioned  in  this  notice 
of  dishonour,  which  does  not  appear 
IB  the  notice  in  Boulton  v.  Welsh, 
viz.  that  the  bill  had  been  noted; 
that  consdtutes  a  distinction,  but  I 
Stelaim  to  go  on  that  distinction." 
In  the  case  of  King  v.  Bickley,  2 
G.  &  D.  131,  n.  (a),  in  which  the 
notice  of  dishonour,  after  describ- 
ing the  bill  simply,  added, ''  lies  at 
&€.,  dishonoured,"  it  was  held  by 
tbe  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  that 
this  was  a  sufficient  notice  of  dis- 
honour.    But  in  the  case  of  Furze 


V.  Sharwood,  Id.  116,  it  was  held, 
that  notices  which  stated  that  ^'  a 
bill  due  yesterday  is  unpaid;" 
"  William  Howard's  acceptance 
for  21/.  4«.  4d,,  due  on  Saturday,  is 
unpaid,  he  has  promised  to  pay  it 
in  a  week  or  ten  days;"  and  "  a 
bill  (describing  it)  lies  due  and  un- 
paid at  my  house,"  were  all  insuf- 
ficient, because,  consistently  with  all 
that  is  set  forth,  the  plaLntifT,  either 
from  ignorance  or  inadvertence,  or 
because  he  might  really  have  look* 
ed  to  another,  might  have  abstained 
altogether  from  presenting  any  of 
these  bills.  The  subject  of  notice 
of  dishonour  appears  to  have  been 
much  considered  by  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench  in  the  case  of 
Furze  v.  Sharwood,  and  the  pre- 
vious authorities  are  reviewed  in 
the  very  elaborate  judgment  in  that 
case. 
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Sittings  at  Westminster  after  Michaelmas  Ternij  1848. 

BEFORE    LORD   DENMAN^  C.  J. 


Dec.  5th.  Howard^  Gent.^  &c.^  v.  Gossett,  Esq.,  and  Others* 

Officers  of  the  JLRESPASS. — The  first  count  of  the  declaration  stated, 

mons,  who  have  that  On  the  4th  of  February,  1840,  the  defendants  broke 

s^eak^r  to  u*ke  ^^^  entered  the  plaintiff's  house,  situate  No.  7,  Norfolk-' 

a  person  therein  street,  in  the  parish  of  Saint  Clement  Danes,  in  the  couotr 

oamedi  al-  ,  , 

though  they  of  Middlesex,  and  remained  there  making  a  great  noise 
right  to^enter  ^^^  disturbance  for  twenty-four  hours,  and  broke  open 
his  house  (hav-    j^j,^j  iniured  divers  doors  and  locks.     Second  count,  that 

ing  been  peace-  *'  ' 

ably  admitted)    the  defendants,  on  the  same  day,  after  having  broken  and 

and  to  search 

the  house,  they  entered  the  house  on  pretence  of  searching  for  the  plaintiff 
in  cLe^he^y**do  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  expiration  of  a  reasonable  time  for  making 
not  find  him,  to  gi^ch  scarch,  and  after  they  had  in  fact  made  it,  again* 

remain  there  to  '  •'^      ^  . 

await  his  return;  brokc  and  entered  the  plaintiff's  house,   and  remained 

and  if  they  stay   ^i  ,         ,  v      •        ^^ 

several  hours  in  there  two  hours  encumbcnug  it. 

Ihat^'pui^ole'  Pleas— first,  as  to  the  breaking  the  doors  and  injuring  the 

they  are  tres-      locks,  not  guilty :  and  second,  as  to  the  residue  of  the 

passers  ab  initio.  ,,  !<•▼  lis/v-ni* 

In  opening  a  trespasses,  that,  on  the  27th  of  January,  1840,  a  Parliament 
counsefhas  a  '  ^^  ^^1^  at  Westminster,  and  that  the  plaintiff  was  or- 
right  to  refer  to   ^^^^^  by  the  Housc  of  Commous  to  attend  that  House 

and  comment  on  •^ 

an  act  of  Par-     forthwith  ou  a  charge  of  contempt ;  that  the  plaintiff  dis- 

liament  which  ^^i  i  -i  -ii-         in  ••«» 

has  passed  since  regarded  the  order,  and  secreted  himself  to  avoid  the  exe- 
whicIT^e  **"  cution  of  any  warrant,  whereupon  the  House  of  Commons^ 
aubjectofthe      ^n  the  4th  of  February,  1840,  resolved  that  the  Speakdr 

action,  as  it  may  ^  .,  ^  *  ^      ^  *:  ^ 

go  to  show  what  should  issuc  his  warrant  to  have  the  plaintiff  brought  up 

the  law  was  be-    .  ,     i        -  ,i  •        ^     ,  ax.    .    ^i  ^        ■ 

fore  the  passing  m  custody  of  the  scrjeant-at-arms ;  that  the  warrant  was 

of  the  act,  but 

he  has  no  right 

to  state  what  occurred  in  the  progress  of  the  act  through  the  Houses  of  Parliament,  iuc6  ■• 

that  counsel  were  heard  against  its  passing,  because  he  would  not  be  entitled  to  go  into  eti* 

dence  of  such  facts. 

Although,  where  a  fact  is  admitted  as  to  one  issue  on  the  record,  and  denied  as  to  anothtfp 
the  admission  on  the  one  issue  is  not  evidence  on  the  other  ;  yet,  if  the  jury  find  both  issues  fi>r 
the  plaintiff*,  they  may,  in  estimating  the  damages  on  the  whole  case,  take  into  their  consideratiiil 
what  appear  on  the  whole  case  to  be  the  real  facts  of  iL 
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issued  and  delivered  to  Sir  William  Gossett^  then  being        1340. 
serjeant-at-arms^  and  by  him  delivered  to  the  defendants 
as  his  deputies  to  execute ;  and  because  the  said  house  was  v. 

the  residence  of  the  plaintiff^  and  a  likely  place  wherein  to  oss^^Tj 
find  him^  the  defendants  went  there^  and  having  knocked 
at  the  outer  door  were  peaceably  admitted^  and  made 
search  for  the  plaintiff^  and  remained  as  in  the  first  count 
mentioned^  but  did  not  find  the  plaintiff  there ;  and  because 
it  was  a  likely  place  to  find  the  plaintiff^  they  the  defend- 
ants did,  for  the  purpose  of  executing  the  said  warrant  and 
whilst  it  was  in  force,  peaceably  and  quietly  (the  outer 
door  being  open)  go  in,  break,  and  enter  the  said  house 
and  continue  there  as  in  the  second  count  mentioned. 

fieplication — to  the  plea  of  not  guilty,  a  similiter ;  and 
to  the  second  plea,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  the  tres* 
passes  in  the  first  count  of  the  declaration  mentioned,  that 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  did  not  authorize 
the  seiieant-at-arms  by  warrant  in  manner  and  form  as 
pleaded;  and  so  far  as  the  said  plea  relates  to  the  tres- 
passes in  the  second  count  of  the  said  declaration,  that 
tme  it  is  that  a  Parliament  was  holden  as  in  the  plea  men- 
tioned, and  true  it  is  that  the  resolution  was  made  by  the 
House  of  Commons  as  in  the  plea  mentioned,  and  true  it  is 
that  the  Speaker  issued  his  warrant  as  in  the  plea  is  men- 
tioned, nevertheless  the  defendants,  of  their  own  wrong  and 
without  the  residue  of  the  cause  pleaded  in  justification, 
committed  the  trespasses  in  the  second  count  mentioned. 

It  was  opened  by  Piatt,  for  the  plaintiff,  that  in  the  year 
1887  a  report  was  made  by  the  inspectors  of  prisons  under 
the  Stat.  5  &  6  Will.  4,  c.  38,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  a 
book  was  found  in  one  of  the  prisons  which  was  published 
1)y  a  person  named  Stockdale,  and  the  inspectors  of  pri- 
tons  in  that  report  gave  a  character  to  that  book  which 
if  not  true  was  libellous.  If  this  report  had  been  circu- 
Itted  only  among  the  members  of  the  House  of  Commons 
^here  woidd  have  been  nothing  to  complain  of,  but  instead 
VOL.  I.  c  c  N.  p. 
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1842.        of  that  the  House  of  Commons  authorized  Messrs.  Han- 
„  '     ^      sard  to  publish  it  and  sell  it  to  every  one  who  chose  to 

HOWAKD  ^  •' 

«•  purchase  it^  and  Mr.  Stockdale^  insisting  that  the  book 

was  a  medical  work  and  that  the  inspectors  of  prisons  were 
mistaken  in  the  character  of  it^  brought  his  action  against 
Messrs.  Hansard  for  a  libel^  and  Messrs.  Hansard  in  that 
action  pleaded  two  pleas,  the  one  denying  the  publicatiott, 
and  the  other  asserting  that  the  work  was  of  the  character 
imputed  to  it^  and  on  the  trial  of  that  cause  the  then 
Attorney-General  (a)  contended  that  the  authority  of  a 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons  justified  the  publica- 
tion of  a  libel ;  but  Lord  Denman,  C.  J.,  who  tried  the  case^ 
distinctly  laid  down  {b),  that  the  fact  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons having  directed  Messrs,  Hansard  to  publish  all  the 
parliamentary  reports  was  no  justification  to  them  if  suolt 
publication  contained  a  libel.  Soon  after  that  the  House 
of  Commons  appointed  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
subject  of  privilege;  and  on  the  8th  of  May^  1837>  tbat 
committee  reported  that  the  power  of  publishing  sueh  of 
its  reports  as  it  should  deem  conducive  to  the  public  in» 
terests  was  an  essential  incident  to  the  constitutiotiil 
functions  of  the  House  of  Commons^  and  that  the  prosecu- 
tion of  any  action  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  any  of  the 
privileges  of  the  House  of  Commons  into  discussion  else- 
where than  in  Parliament  was  a  high  breach  of  privilege. 
After  that  report  of  the  committee^  the  sale  of  the  report 
of  the  inspectors  of  prisons  being  still  continued,  Mr. 
Stockdale  brought  a  second  action  against  Messrs.  Han- 
sard; and  on  the  8th  of  June^  1837^  it  was  moved  and 
carried  in  the  House  of  Commons  that  Messrs.  Hansard 
should  be  permitted  to  plead  to  that  action^  which  th^ 
did^  justifying  under  the  supposed  jurisdiction  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  That  plea  was  demurred  to,  and  on 
the  31st  of  May,  1839,  the  judges  of  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench  decided  that  it  was  no  justification  {c)  to  Messrs. 

(a)  Sir  John  (afterwards  Lord)      (Jb)  7  C.  &  P.  731. 
Campbeii,  (c)  2  P.  &  D.  1. 
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Hansard.    That  case  then  went  to  a  jury^  who  gave  Mr.        1342, 
Stockdale  100/.  damages.    However,  Messrs.  Hansard  still      ^ — >^ — ' 

.  A       .  Howard 

ooutmned  to  sell  the  report  of  the  inspectors  of  prisons;  9. 

and  on  the  26th  of  August,  1889,  Mr.  Stockdale  brought 
a  t^urd  action  against  them,  in  which  they  suffered  judg- 
ment ta  go  by  de&nlt,  and  the  jury  in  the  writ  of  inquiry 
in  that  action  gave  Mr.  Stockdale  600/.  damages.    The 
sheriffs  tried  to  stay  the  proceedings  ((/),  but  could  not 
tooeeed  in  doing  so,  and  a  writ  having  issued  commanding 
them  to  levy  on  Messrs.  Hansard,  it  was,  on  the  16th  of 
January,  1840,  moved  and  carried  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons that  Mr.  Stockdale,  Mr.  Howard  (the  present  plain- 
tiff, who  was  his  attorney),  the  sheriffs,  the  under-sheriffs, 
and  the  sheriffs^  officer,  should  appear  before  the  House ; 
and  on  the  22nd  of  January,  after  the  sheriffs  had  been 
imprisoned  on  a  vote  of  the  House  of  Commons,  a  rule  was 
made  in  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  commanding  the 
Aeriflb  to  pay  over  the  money  levied  in  the  third  action  to 
Mir.  Stockdale.    The  publication  of  the  report  of  the  in- 
spectors of  prisons  still  continuing,  Mr.  Stockdale,  on  the 
28rd  of  January,  1840,  brought  a  fourth  action,  and  still 
employed  the  present  plaintiff  as  his  attorney  in  it;  and  on 
die  4th  of  February,  at  about  half-past  seven  in  the  even- 
ing, two  of  the  defendants  came  to  the  plaintiff^s  house  in 
Norfolk-street,  and  after  they  had  been  told  that  the 
ffedntiff  was  not  there,  they  searched  the  house  from  top 
to  bottom,  and  having  satisfied  themselves  that  the  plain- 
tiff was  not  there,  said  that  they  would  stay  till  the  plain- 
tiff came  back.    A  letter  from  the  plaintiff  was  shewn  to 
tile  defendants,  which  stated  that  the  plaintiff  would  attend 
^  House  of  Commons  on  the  following  day,  but  the  de- 
fcadants  persisted  in  staying  in  the  house,  and  did  so  till 
Uf-past  one  on  the  following  morning,  when  a  person 
ttme  and  directed  them  to  withdraw,  which  they  did.    On 
As  following  day,  the  plaintiff  attended  the  House  of 

(d)  8  D.  P.  C.  148. 
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1842.        Commons^  and  avowed  that  he  had  done  his  duty^  and 
' — ^ — '      the  result  was  that  he  was  sent  to  Newgate,  where  he  re- 
o.  mained  from  the  6th  of  February  to  the  14th  of  May;  and 

after  the  committal  of  the  plaintiff,  the  House  of  Commons 
passed  a  bill  with  unseemly  haste  to  protect  themselves, 
and  inserted  a  clause  to  prevent  the  plaintiff  firom  assert- 
ing his  rights.    This  was  the  stat.  3  Vict.  c.  9. 

Pollock,  A.  G. — I  submit  that  Mr.  Plait  has  no  right 
to  quote  an  act  of  Parliament  which  was  passed  after  this 
action  was  brought. 

Lord  Dbnman,  C.  J. — I  think  he  may  refer  to  the  act 
with  a  view  of  shewing  what  the  law  was  before  it  passed, 
but  not  go  into  the  history  of  the  passing  of  the  act. 

Piatt. — An  attempt  was  made  in  this  bill  (as  originally 
brought  in)  to  stop  the  present  action,  and  the  plaintiff 
petitioned  the  House  of  Lords  against  it.  I  myself  v^ 
peared  at  the  Bar  of  the  House  of  Lords  as  counsel. 

Lord  Denman,  C.  J. — ^Mr.  Piatt,  you  are  now  going  too 
far ;  you  could  not  go  into  evidence  of  what  you  are  now 
stating. 

It  appeared  from  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Howard,  jnn.,  the 
son  of  the  plaintiff,  and  Mr.  Pearce,  one  of  his  clerks,  that 
on  the  evening  of  the  4th  of  February,  at  about  seven 
o'clock,  Mr.  Stein  and  Mr.  Bellamy,  two  of  the  defendants, 
who  were  officers  of  the  House  of  Commons,  came  to  the 
house  of  the  plaintiff  and  stated  that  they  had  the  Speakei^s 
warrant  against  the  plaintiff,  and  that  they  must  search 
the  house,  which  they  did ;  and  that  not  finding  the  plain- 
tiff, Mr.  Bellamy  said  that  they  must  stay  in  the  house  till 
the  plaintiff  returned,  however  long  that  might  be;  and 
that  at  about  half-past  one  on  the  same  night.  Captain 
Oossett,  the   assistant  serjeant-at-arms  of  the  House  of 
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Commons,  came  and  desired  Mr.  Bellamy  to  read  the  1342, 
Speaker's  warrant,  which  he  did ;  and  that  by  about  twenty 
minutes  past  one  all  the  defendants  had  left  the  plaintiff's  J  v! 
house.  It  was  also  proved,  that  soon  after  Mr.  Bellamy  and 
Mr.  Stein  came  to  the  plaintiff's  house,  Mr.  Howard,  jun., 
abewed  them  a  letter  from  the  plaintiff,  which  stated  that 
he  would  attend  at  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  follow- 
ing day.  From  the  cross-examination  it  appeared  that  the 
conduct  of  the  defendants  was  perfectly  gentlemanlike, 
and  that  there  was  not  the  slightest  incivility  or  rudeness 
on  either  side. 

PoUocky  A.  G.,  for  the  defendants. — ^The  plaintiff  upon 
ibis  record  does  not  deny  to  the   House  of  Commons 
the  right  they  contend  for,  and  the  letter  of  the  plain- 
tiff shews  that  he  did  not  intend  to  set  himself  against 
the  authority  of  the  House  of  Commons,  if  properly  exer- 
cised— on  the  contrary,  it  is  quite  clear  that  the  plaintiff 
intended  to  attorn  to  their  jurisdiction.    I  admit  that  the 
defendants,  who  are  officers  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
have  been  guilty  of  an  irregularity  in  the  execution  of  their 
warrant.  They  stayed  in  the  house  of  the  plaintiff  after  they 
knew  that  he  was  not  there,  intending  to  await  his  return ; 
and  that  they  had  no  right  to  do,  as  those  who  have  the 
execution  of  a  warrant,  although  they  have  a  right  to  enter 
tilie  person's  house,  and  to  search  his  house  to  find  him, 
md  to  be  in  the  house  a  reasonable  time  for  the  purpose 
of  making  that  search,  have  no  right  to  stay  in  the  house 
till  the  party  comes  back.    The  plaintiff's  declaration  con- 
nsts  of  two  complaints :  the  one  the  entering  the  house 
tnd  breaking  the  doors  and  locks ;  and  the  other  the  stay- 
ing in  the  house.    I  am  bound  to  admit  that  the  defend- 
nits'  staying  in  the  house  cannot  be  justified ;  and  that 
fbat  being  so,  the  defendants  were  trespassers  ab  initio, 
md  the  case  is  therefore  a  question  of  damages  only ;  and 
the  case,  so  far  from  raising  any  question  on  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  House  of  Commons,  entirely  admits  it.    If  the 
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plaintiff  bad  intended  to  raise  the  conatitational  qnettion 
he  should  have  demurred  to  the  plea;  instead  of  whidi, 
V.  as  to  one  part  of  the  case^  he  denies  the  issuing  of  the 

Speaker's  warrant  as  a  matter  of  fact,  which  renders  ihisa 
question  of  excess  of  jurisdiction^  in  which  tibie  junadictioii 
itself  is  not  affected  to  be  denied.  It  was  held^  in  the  fiiv 
Carpenters?  case  {e),  that  if  a  party  having  a  writ  or  war* 
rant  to  execute  is  guilty  of  an  excess^  that  renders  him  a 
trespasser  ab  initio^  and  the  writ  or  warrant  does  not  pro* 
tect  the  party  even  to  the  extent  to  which  it  would  haife 
protected  him  if  he  had  not  been  guilty  of  excess;  and 
this  was  so  even  in  the  case  of  any  excess  committed  in 
distraining  for  rent,  before  the  stat.  11  Geo.  2^  c.  19;  and 
the  present  defendants  are  in  the  same  situation  as  a  sheriff 
who^  though  both  himself  and  his  officer  would  be  pro- 
tected in  executing  the  Queen's  writ^  is  still  Uable  to  an 
action  if  he  or  his  officer  is  guilty  of  an  excess. 

Lord  Denman^  C.  J.  (in  summing  up). — The  defendanjts 
have  pleaded  a  justification  that  they  were  acting  under  the 
warrant  of  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons ;  and  the 
plaintiff^  by  his  replication  as  to  the  trespasses  in  the  first 
count  of  the  declaration^  denies  the  warrant ;  but  as  to  the 
trespasses  in  the  second  county  the  plaintiff  admits  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  the  warrant  as 
stated  in  the  plea,  and  denies  only  the  residue  of  the  jus« 
tification ;  but  with  reference  to  the  amount  of  damageSi 
we  must  look  at  the  whole  case.  It  is  properly  admitted 
by  the  learned  Attorney-General,  that  all  that  the  defend- 
ants did,  in  remaining  in  the  house  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  the  plaintiff  when  he  should  come  back,  cannot  be 
justified;  but  the  plaintiff  also  admits,  that,  as  to  the 
searching  the  house,  the  defendants  may  be  justified. 

Plait, — ^No  warrant  has  been  given  in  evidence ;  and,  as 
to  the  trespasses  in  the  first  count,  the  warrant  is  denied. 

(c)  8  Co.  146. 
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Lord  Denman^  C.  J. — ^No  doubt  all  the  issues  must  be        1342. 


Howard 


found  for  the  plaintiff^  except  as  to  breaking  the  doors  and 
locks,  which  did  not  occur;  but,  as  to  the  question  of  da-  v. 

mages,  we  cannot  shut  our  eyes  to  the  fact,  that,  in  reply- 
ing as  to  trespasses  in  the  second  count,  the  plaintiff  admits 
that  a  warrant  was  issued  by  the  Speaker;  and  I  think 
it  is  pretty  clear  upon  the  evidence,  that  the  search  was 
made  under  it ;  but  it  is  also  conceded,  that  the  defendants 
by  unlawfully  staying  in  the  house  after  the  search  was  made 
became  trespassers  ab  initio,  and  that  prevents  them  from 
availing  themselves  of  what  would  be  otherwise  a  justi- 
fication up  to  that  point.  The  defendants  seem  to  have 
acted  without  the  least  appearance  of  malice,  and  thinking 
ihey  were  justified  in  what  they  did ;  still  the  plaintiff's 
business  must  have  been  interrupted,  and  his  family  put 
to  great  inconvenience  imder  a  claim  of  a  right  which  can- 
not be  justified  in  point  of  law ;  and  those  persons,  who 
have  to  execute  extraordinary  powers  upon  great  and  extra- 
<nrdinary  occasions,  ought,  before  they  act,  to  inform  them- 
sdves  of  the  extent  of  their  powers.  You  will  therefore 
my  what  just  and  reasonable  compensation  these  defend- 
ants, who  are  officers  of  the  House  of  Commons,  should 
make  for  this  trespass,  that  their  warrant  from  the  House 
cf  Commons  did  not  authorize. 

Verdict  for  the  defendants,  as  to  the  breaking 
of  two  doors  and  locks;  and  as  to  the 
residue,  for  the  plaintiff — Damages  £100. 

Plait,  KeUy,  and  Petersdorff,  for  the  plaintiff. 

Pollock,  A.  G.,  Folktt,  S.  G.,  Crompton,  and  F.  Pollock, 
for  the  defendants. 

[Attornies — T.  B.  Howardy  and  Parkes  8f  BJ] 
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Dec.  6th.  Regina  V.  Christian. 

An  office  copy    PeBJURY.— The  indictment  stated,  that  before  the  com? 

of  a  bill  in 

Chancery,        mitting  of  the  offence  by  the  defendant  Edward  Josepli 

wtiich  a  wit»  • 

ness  examined  Christian,  "  to  wit,  on  the  3rd  day  of  May,  1822,  to  wit^ 
^il^ut^wfh  i^  ^^^  county  of  Middlesex,  the  Commissioners  of  CharfU 
office  copy  con-  able  Donations  and  Bequests  in  Ireland  did  exhibit  their 

tained  abbre-  ,        .  , 

viaUons,  such  Certain  English  bill  of  complaint  in  writing  against  James 

forth^e"wordi  Edward   Devereux,    Daniel    Reardon,    Colin   AleTandiy 

esto ""°r^  th  M^Kenzie,    George  Lewis  Newnham  Collingwood^   and 

original  bill,  is  Goorgc  Hammond,  in  the  High  Court  of  Chancery  of  our 

amined  copy  as  hitc  Sovereign  lord  King  George  the  Fourth,  which  said  bill 

To^su^'pVort'^^^  was  directed  to  the  Right  Hon.  John  Lord  Eldon,  thea 

allegation  of  a  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain :  that  on  the  Ist  of 

bill  in  Chan-  °  ,  ,     - 

eery  on  an  in-  May,  1827,  Daniel  Reardon  died,  and  that  on  the  22nd  of 
perjury!  com-  May,  1827,  administration  of  his  goods  and  chattela  waa 
^daviUnlhat  S'^*"^*®^  ^^  Elizabeth  Reardon;  and  thereupon  afterwarda, 
suit  in  Chan-     to  wit,  ou  the  27th  day  of  June,  1827,  to  wit,  in  the  county 

cerv 

s'embie,  that  aforesaid,  the  said  commissioners  did  exhibit  their  certain 
be^co*nvk™  d^of  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^  complaiut  iu  writing  against  the  said  Elizabetli 
perjury  con-      Reardou  in  the  High  Court  of  Chancery,  and  which  said 

tained  in  an  ,  ^  " 

affidavit  inti-  bill  was  directed  to  the  Right  Hon.  John  Singleton  Baioa 
<*  a!  B.^gainst  J^yndhwst,  of  Lyudhurst,  in  the  county  of  Southampton, 
^i^i^9.u  *^®^  liovii  High  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain,  and  which 
though,  by  the  said  last-mcntioued  bill  was  exhibited  for  the  purpose  of 
courts,  all  affi-  reviving  the  said  suit  so  commenced  by  the  said  commia- 
thdWtie ******"  sioners  as  aforesaid;  and  the  same  was  thereupon  after> 
"*™®.i*  ^^\      wards,  by  an  order  of  the  said  then  Lord  High  Chancellor. 

plaintiffs  and  '     ''  -o  i 

all  the  defend-  bearing  date  on  the  18th  day  of  July,  1827,  duly  revived 

An  affidavit  accordingly.    And  the  jurors  aforesaid,  upon  their  oatha 

causHf  01^  *  aforesaid,  do  further  present,  that  before  the  committing 

Commissioners  of  the  offence  by  the  said  Edward  Joseph  Christian  as 

of  Charitable  "^  '^ 

Donations  and 

Bequests  in  Ireland,  against  J.  E.  D. ;  and  in  an  indictment  for  perjury  on  it,  the  affidavit 

was  alleged  to  be  intitled  in  that  cause.      The  affidavit  was  intitled  the  '*  Commissioner," 

instead  of  '*  Commissioners;"  but  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  allowed  an  amendment  of  the  indicts 

ment  to  obviate  an  objection  as  to  this  variance. 
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hereinafter  mentioned^  to  wit^  on  the  2nd  day  of  July,        1342; 
1841^  to  wit,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  the  said  E.  J.  Chris-      ^"■^'     ' 
tian  did  exhibit  his  certain  English  bill  of  complaint  in  «• 

writing  against  the  said  James  Edward  Devereux,  the  said 
Comfmssumers  of  Charitable  Donations  and  Bequests  in 
Ireland,  and  the  said  Elizabeth  Beardon,  Philip  Davies,  Mi- 
efaael  Macarthy,  Edward  Thomas  Bainbridge,  and  Henry 
Bainbridge,  in  the  said  High  Court  of  Chancery,  which 
said  bill  was  then  directed  to  the  Bight  Hon.  Charks  Chris- 
topher  Baron  Cottenham,  of  Cottenham,  in  the  county  of 
Cambridge,  then  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain, 
tad  by  which  said  bill  the  said  Edward  Joseph  Christian 
Md  state,  amongst  other  things,  that  James  Fanning,  for- 
merly of  the  city  of  Paris,  in  the  kingdom  of  Prance,  but 
then  deceased,  was  in  his  lifetime,  and  at  the  time  of 
making  his  will,  and  of  his  death  thereinafter  mentioned, 
possessed  of  an  estate  in  France  called  the  Estate  of  La 
Roche  Tabbot,  and  was  also  possessed  of  and  interested 
hi  and  entitled  to  personal  estate  to  a  very  considerable 
amount  and  value.'*     '^  And  that  the  said  James  Fanning, 
being  so  possessed  and  entitled,  did,  when  of  sound  and 
disposing  mind,  memory,  and  understanding,  duly  make 
and  publish  his  last  will  and  testament  in  writing,  bearing 
date  on  or  about  the  eighteenth  day  of  January,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two.^' — 
pt  then  recited  the  whole  of  the  defendant's  bill  in  Chan- 
cery, including  the  prayer  of  it.]     The  indictment  then 
went  on  to  state,  that  on  the  2nd  of  July,  1841,  the  said 
E.  J.  Christian  "  did  exhibit  his  certain  petition  in  writing 
in  the  said  Court  of  Chancery,  directed  to  the  said  Charles 
Christopher  Baron  Cottenham,  then  Lord  High  Chancellor, 
intitled  in  the  said  secondly  above-mentioned  cause,  and 
sho  in  a  cause  in  the  said  High  Court  of  Chancery,  in 
which  the  said  commissioners  were  the  plaintiffs,  and  the 
«dd  James   Edward  Devereux,   Elizabeth   Beardon   and 
others,  were  defendants,  being  the  cause  so  revived  by  the 
order  of  the  18th  day  of  July,  1827,  above  mentioned ;  and 
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1842.  ^  <^^  ^y  ^^  ^^  petition  the  said  Edward  Joseph  Cfam-' 

-  tian  did  state  the  said  matters  and  things  so  stated  in  the 

»,  said  bill  of  complaint  so  exhibited  by  him  as  aforesaid} 

aaisTiAK.  ^^^  jjy  ^^^  g^j^  petition  the  said  Edward  Joseph  Christian 

prayed  the  said  then  Lord  High  Chancellor^  that  it  might 
be  declared  and  ordered  that  the  sum  of  46,2861. 14f .  8dL 
Three  per  Cent.  Annuities,  standing  in  the  name  of  the 
said  Accountant-Greneral,  in  trust  in  the  said  cause  at  the 
suit  of  the  said  Commissioners  of  Charitable  Donations 
and  Bequests  in  Ireland,  ought  not,  or  ought  any  part 
thereof,  to  be  paid  out  or  distributed  to  any  persons  or 
person,  or  in  any  manner,  until  the  said  cause  of  the  said 
Edward  Joseph  Christian  was  heard  and  decided  by  the 
said  High  Court  of  Chancery ;  and  that  such  payment  or 
distribution  might  accordingly  be  restrained  by  the  order 
of  the  then  Lord  High  Chancellor/'  And  that  the  defendant 
afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  5th  day  of  July,  5th  Vict.,  at 
&c.,  ^^  came  in  his  proper  person  before  William  Aussel^ 
Esq.,  then  and  there,  being  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  said 
High  Court  of  Chancery,  and  then  and  there  before  the 
said  Master  exhibited  and  produced  the  a£Bldayit  in  writ- 
ing of  him  the  said  Edward  Joseph  Christian  iniiiled  in 
the  said  Court  of  Chancery,  and  in  the  said  suit  therein  at 
the  suit  of  the  said  Edward  Joseph  Christian,  and  also  in 
the  said  suit  therein  at  the  suit  of  the  said  CommUrionen 
of  Charitable  Donations  and  Bequests  in  Ireland ;  and  that 
the  said  Edward  Joseph  Christian,  in  due  form  of  law,  was 
then  and  there  sworn  and  took  his  corporal  oath,  &c.  The 
indictment  set  out  the  affidavit,  and  assigned  perjury  in 
it,  and  also  contained  averments  of  materiality,  and  that 
William  Bussell,  Esq.,  had  authority  to  administer  the 
oath. 

Mr.  Neelor,  a  clerk  of  Messrs.  Beavan  and  Anderwrn, 
produced  a  copy  of  the  bill  in  Chancery,  filed  on  the  8rd 
of  May,  1822,  by  the  "  Commissioners  of  Charitable  Dona^ 
tions  and  Bequests  in  Lreland^'  against  James  Edward 
Devereux,  Daniel  Beardon,  CoUn  Alexander  M'Keniie 
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and  James  Newinan;  an  examined  copy  of  the  bill  of       2342. 
zeviyor  mentioned  in  the  indictment,  a  copy  of  the  bill  in      "     -     ^ 

'  ^^  Aeqina 

Chanceiy  filed  on  the  2nd  of  July^  1841,  by  the  present  «. 

defendant  against  '^  James  Edward  Devereux,  the  Commit 
wmers  of  Charitable  Donations  and  Bequests  in  Ireland, 
jBJizabeth  Beardon,  Philip  Davies,  Michael  Macarthy, 
Sdwttrd  Thomas  Bainbridge,  and  Henry  Bainbridge  /'  and 
he  stated,  that  he  had  examined  each  with  the  original. 
This  witness  also  produced  an  examined  copy  of  a  petition 
)iy  the  defendant  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  of  the  same  date 
as  the  last-mentioned  bill,  praying  that  the  fund  then  in 
court  should  not  be  paid  out  of  court  till  that  suit  was 
determined. 

Mr.  Anderson,  of  the  Affidavit  Office  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  produced  the  affidavit  of  the  defendant,  which 
was  proved  to  have  been  sworn  by  him  on  the  5th  of  July, 
1841,  before  William  Bussell,  Esq.,  the  Accountant-Gene- 
ndof  tilie  Court  of  Chancery. 

This  affidavit  was  intitled — '^  In  Chancery,  between  the 
Oeimmimoner  of  Charitable  Donations  and  Bequests  in 
Lreland  against  James  Edward  Devereux,''  &c.  [naming  the 
oCher  defendants],  *^  and  between  Edward  Joseph  Chris- 
tian and  James  Edward  Devereux,  the  Commissioners  of 
Charitable  Donations  and  Bequests  in  Ireland,  and 
Mers." 

KeUy,  for  the  defendant. — I  submit,  first,  that  there  is 
a  variance  between  the  affidavit  produced  and  the  affidavit 
alleged  in  the  indictment;  and,  secondly,  that  the  affidavit 
is  one  on  which  perjury  cannot  be  assigned.  The  indict- 
ment alleges  the  affidavit  to  be  intitled  in  a  cause  in  which 
the  Commissumers  of  Charitable  Donations  and  Bequests 
in  Ireland  are  the  plaintifis,  and  the  affidavit  is  really 
intitled  in  a  cause  in  which  the  Commissioner  of  Charita- 
ble Bequests  and  Donations  is  plaintifis,  which  is  a  variance; 
and  further,  to  be  an  affidavit  on  which  perjury  can  be 
assigned  it  must  have  been  made  in  a  suit,  and  I  say  that 


Rboina 
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1842.       ^^^^  affidavit  was  not  made  in  any  snit^  as  there  was  no 
suit  in  which  the  Commissioner  of  Charitable  Bequests  was 
«.  the  plaintiff.     It  may  be  said^  that  the  title  of  the  second 

suit  is  correctly  stated^  but  there  another  difficulty  ariseSi 
as  the  indictment  alleges  the  affidavit  to  have  been  pro- 
duced in  both  suits^  and  a  farther  question  would  arise  as 
to  whether  the  matters  of  the  affidavit  were  material  to 
one  suit  or  the  other.  I  submit^  firsts  that  there  is  a  va- 
riance; and  secondly^  that^  as  there  is  no  such  suit  as  one 
of  those  in  which  the  affidavit  is  intitled^  it  is  extra-judidaly 
and  no  perjury  can  be  assigned  upon  it. 

Montagu  Chambers,  on  the  same  side. — ^The  indictment 
alleges  this  affidavit  to  be  intitled  in  a  cause  in  which  the 
Commissioners  are  plaintiffs.  It  is  not  so  intitled^  and  it 
is  in  fact  in  a  cause  which  does  not  exist. 

Thesiger,  for  the  prosecution. — Your  Lordship  can  allow 
an  amendment^  which  will  at  once  put  an  end  to  the  objeo- 
tions  as  to  the  variance ;  and  if  no  perjury  can  be  assigned 
on  an  affidavit  in  which  the  party  making  it  omits  a  letter 
in  the  title  of  it,  the  most  dangerous  consequences  would 
ensue. 

Lord  Denman,  C.  J. — I  will  strike  out  the  word  "in- 
titled." 

Keliy, — ^The  second  suit  is  improperly  described  in  the 
affidavit,  as  it  describes  the  defendants  in  it  as  *^  the  Com- 
missioners of  Charitable  Donations  and  Bequests  in  Ire- 
land, and  others.**  Now  the  rule  is,  that  no  affidavit  can 
be  received  which  is  not  intitled  in  the  cause,  and  in  the 
title  of  which  the  names  of  all  the  plaintiffs  and  defendants 
are  not  stated ;  and  this  clearly  appears  from  the  cases  of 
Doe  d.  Spencer  v.  Want  (a),  BuUman  v.  Callow  {b),  Mr. 
Chitty^s  note  to  that  case,  and  from  the  case  of  Tbm^ 

(a)  2  J.  B.  Moore,  722.  (6)  1  Ch.  Rep.  727. 
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tins  V.  Geach  and  others  (c).  And  in  the  case  of  Owen 
y.  Htard{d)^  Lord  Kenyan  said  that  he  remembered  an 
instance  where^  there  being  no  title  to  the  afiSdavits  in 
the  caose^  the  court  said  they  could  not  take  any  notice  of 
them^  even  though  the  counsel  on  the  other  side  did  not 
wish  to  take  the  objection. 

Lord  Denman^  C.  J. — All  those  authorities  go  merely 
to  the  non-reception  of  the  afiSdavits.  The  courts  are 
quite  right  in  not  receiving  afiSdavits  which  are  not  pro- 
perly intitled ;  but  I  do  not  think  the  question  whether 
there  be  perjury  or  not  depends  on  the  rule  as  to  intitling 
being  strictly  complied  with  {e). 

ThesigeTj  for  the  prosecution,  proposed  to  have  the  copy 
of  the  bill  in  Chancery,  filed  on  the  3rd  of  May,  1822, 
read. 

This  copy  contained  a  great  number  of  abbreviations, 
such  as,  "possd.  of  considble.  pnl.  esie,"  and  the  like,  and 
had  all  the  dates  in  figures. 

Mr.  Neelor  stated,  that  the  copy  produced  was  an  ofiSce 
copy  of  the  original  bill,  but  that  in  the  original  bill  all 


1842. 


Reoina 

V. 

Christian. 


(c)  5  Dowl  P.  C.  509. 

(d)  2  T.  R.  643. 

(e)  In  the  case  of  Bill  v.  Ba- 
menlf  8  Mee.  &  W.  317,  where  an 
affidavit  had  heen  sworn  in  the 
usual  way  at  the  judge's  chambers, 
but  through  mistake  it  was  not 
laid  before  the  judge,  and  there- 
fore the  jurat  was  not  signed 
by  him,  E,  James,  arguendo, 
said,  **  Perjury  may  equally  be 
aifldgned  upon  the  affidavit,  al- 
though the  judge's  signature  be 
omitted,"  as  to  which  Baron  Al- 
derton  said,  there  was  **  no  doubt." 
In  the  case  of  i2.  v.  Hailey,  1  C.  & 
P.  258,  Mr.  Justice  LitUedale  held, 
that   an    indictment    for    perjury 


might  be  supported  against  a 
marksman  for  swearing  falsely  in 
an  affidavit,  though  it  would  not 
be  receivable  in  the  court  it  was 
sworn  in,  because  the  jurat  did  not 
state  that  it  had  been  read  over 
unto  the  party  swearing  it,  but 
that  the  person  administering  the 
oath  must  prove  that  the  party 
swearing  it  in  fact  understood  its 
contents :  and  his  Lordship  also 
held,  that  the  perjury  is  complete 
at  the  time  of  the  swearing  of  the 
affidavit;  and  whether  it  is  re- 
ceivable in  the  court  or  not  ia  im- 
material, if  the  reason  why  it  is  not 
receivable  is,  that  some  formal  re- 
gulation is  not  complied  with. 
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18^.       ^^  irbrda  were  ^tfen  at  full  lengthy  and  all  the  dates 
expressed  by  words. 

Kettjf^ — ^I  submit  that  the  paper  produced  is  not'  v  copy 
of  the  original  bill  in  Chanoery;  certain  abbreviations  and 
signs  are  substituted  for  words^  and  these^  too^  are  soine  (rf 
them  ambiguous ;  the  letters  p  n  1.  may  mean  either  the 
word  "personal*'  or  the  word  ''professional;''  and  if  abbre- 
viations are  to  be  admitted^  symbols  might  be  used^  and 
there  would  be  no  reason  why  the  copy  might  not  be  taken 
in  short-hand.  I  submit^  that  nothing  will  do  but  what  t&e 
witness  can  swear  to  be  a  correct  copy  of  the  originali 
which  the  witness  says  this  is  not. 

M.  Chambers. — ^The  witness  has  not  said  ''this  copy  is  ex- 
actly like  the  original/'  but  has  said  "this  is  not  like  the 
original  because  there  are  wards  in  the  original  and  con- 
tractions  in  the  copy."  Public  convenience  alone  dispenses 
with  the  production  of  the  original  instrument^  but  public 
convenience  does  not  say  that  you  can  produce  that  which 
is  not  a  full  and  perfect  copy.  Office  copies  are  not  al- 
lowed;  probably  because  there  should  be  proof  of  a  full  and 
perfect  copy  of  the  original.  Suppose  that  the  instrument 
purported  to  set  out  a  will  or  a  bill  of  exchange^  the  words 
and  even  the  spelling  might  be  most  material^  and  if  the 
production  of  the  original  document  is  dispensed  with^ 
there  is  no  hardship  in  requiring  that  a  fiiU^  true^  and 
perfect  copy  should  be  produced  in  its  stead. 

TTiesiffer,  for  the  prosecution. — These  are  aU  known  ab- 
breviations^ and  are  all  perfectly  well  understood.  In  the 
case  of  Reynolds  v.  Caswell  (g),  it  was  held^  that  an  attor- 
ney might  put  in  his  bill  of  costs  such  abbreviations  of 
English  as  were  usual  and  intelligible^  such  as  "  /ncof»."  for 
declaration,^.  18."— "Z>c«."— "Prf."— "  Se7Jt.''—''Atty." 
and  the  like^  and  yet  by  the  stat.  12  Geo.  2,  c.  13^  s.  5,  he 

(g)  4  Taunt.  193. 
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18  only  permitted  to  use  such  abbreviations  **  as  are  now        i^^^ 
commonly  used  in  the  English  language/'  which  the  ab-  - 

RXGIMA 

breviations  ^^  Incons"  and  "  Lres"  certainly  are  not.  «. 

Ghbistiait. 

Bodkin,  on  the  same  side. — ^A  fac-simile  of  the  bill  is  not 
required.  The  indictment  states^  that  the  bill  in  Chancery 
stated  certain  things ;  to  prove  that^  this  paper  was  com- 
pared with  it;  and  is  correct^  the  abbreviations  in  the  one 
being  words  at  length  in  the  other.  This  is  at  least  evi* 
dence  to  go  to  the  jury^  that  the  bill  did  contain  that  which 
is  alleged. 

Kelly. — ^If  it  were  not  to  render  the  copy  strictly  con- 
formable to  the  original;  there  seems  to  be  no  reason  for 
requiring  the  copy  to  be  examined  with  the  original;  and 
if  then  abbreviated  copies  are  allowed^  the  judgment  of 
the  witness^  or  perhaps  his  recollection^  will  be  substituted 
for  the  eyes  of  the  jury.  The  witness  does  not  say  that  this 
is  a  copy;  but  only  that  it  is  equivalent  to  a  copy. 

Lord  DenmaN;  C.  J. — The  witness  has  stated;  that  the 
words  abbreviated  in  the  copy  were  written  at  length  in  the 
original;  the  copy;  in  that  respect;  therefore;  is  imlike  the 
original.  We  might  ask  the  witness  as  to  his  memory  of  the 
words  in  the  original;  but  I  think  we  ought  not  to  do  so. 
I  am  of  opinion  that  the  objection  must  prevail;  and  that  the 
defendant  must  be  acquitted. 

Verdict— Not  GuUty. 

TTiesiffer,  Clarkson,  and  Bodkin,  for  the  prosecution. 
Kelly  and  Montagu  Chambers,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attomies— *2^eat;a;i  ^  Anderson,  and  Lewis  ^  Lewis,'] 
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Ejbmp  t;.  EiNO. 

The  decUrmtion  ^yASE  fop  maliciously  suing  out  a  fiat  in  bankmptcj 
maiidouiiy  against  the  plaintiff.  The  averment  that  the  fiat  had  been 
in  buikruptcy,   annulled  was  as  follows :  ''and  the  plaintiff  saith^  that  the 

aUcMtion  that  ^^^  ^^^^  *^^  ^^  *^®  proceedings  thereon,  and  under  the 
it  was  ordered    game.  Were  whollv  unjust  and  untenable,  and  that  such  pio- 

by  the  Coart  of  f       i  '  * 

Review,  "  that  ceediugs  Were  thereon  had,  that  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the 
•houid  be  an-  26th  day  of  March,  1841,  a  petition  of  the  plaintiff  before 
nulled,  and  the  ^hen  made  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Chief  Judge,  and 

same  was  ac-  ^  ^  ' 

cordingiy  their  Houors  the  other  Judges,  of  Her  Majesty's  Court 

annulled,  and  of  Rcview  in  bankruptcy,  praying,  amongst  other  things, 
<m  thewW  fi«  *^**  ^^^^^  Houors  would  Order  the  said  fiat  to  be  superseded 
were  thereupon  ^t  the  expense  of  the  defendant,  and  that  a  writ  of  supei^ 

ended  and  de-  ""^  * 


termined."  scdcas  might  forthwith  issue  for  that  purpose;  and  it 
theCourtofRe-  Ordered  by  the  said  Court  of  Review  in  bankruptcy,  that 
thefirt"'be*'  the  said  fiat  should  be  annulled  at  the  expense  of  the 
annulled,  if  the  defendant,  and  the  same  was  accordingly  thereby  then 

Right  Hon.  the  utti  t  i»t/» 

Lord  Chancel-  annulled,  and  the  proceedings  on  the  said  nat  were  there- 
fit/' and  at  the  ^poi^  ended  and  determined."  The  declaration  was,  in 
cwifirL^tio"o*  ^^^^^  respects,  in  the  usual  form.  Pleas — ^first,  not  guilty; 
It  signed  by  the  and  sccondly,  ''that  it  was  not  ordered  by  the  said  Court 
lor.—Hetd^xhtit  of  Rcvicw  iu  bankruptcy,  that  the  said  fiat  should  be  an- 
ImSL'!!'  ^^^^  ^^  manner  and  form  as  the  plaintiff  hath  above 
'^■"y  proved,  thereof  alleged  "  (concluding  to  the  country). 
Nisi  Prius  will  Od  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  the  order  for  superseding 
wltnwTtopro-  ^^^  fia*  ^^  bankruptcy,  which  had  issued  against  the 
mentlnd^r     plaintiff,  was  put  in;  it  was  as  foUows :— 

a  subpoena 

duces  tecum,  if,  "  Jn  Bankruptcy.  1  Friday,  the  26th  day  of 

par^^Mking*  Court  of  Rcvicw.  J  March,  1841. 

its  production, 

the  witness  has      "  In  the  matter  of  William  Richard  Kemp,  a  bankrupt. 

document  "  Whcrcas,  William  Richard  Kemp  did,  on  or  about  the 

which  is  called    jg^  j^y  ^f  ^^^^j^^  jg^^^  p^^f^^  ^^^^  ^j^j^  ^.^^  j^.^  petition 

in  the  above  matter,  praying,  that  the  said  Court  would  be 
pleased  to  order  the  fiat  mentioned  in  the  said  petition  to 
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be  snperseded  at  the  expense  of  Jolm  King,  the  petitioninf^  1842. 
creditor^  and  that  a  writ  of  supersedeas  might  then  forth- 
with issue  for  that  purpose^  and  that  the  bond  which  had 
been  entered  into  by  him  might  be  assigned  to  the  said 
petitioner^  and  that  he  might  pay  the  costs  of  the  said 
application.  Now^  upon  hearing  the  said  petition^  and  the 
seyeral  afSdavits  filed  in  support  thereof  and  in  opposition 
thereto,  read,  and  what  was  alleged  by  Mr.  Swanston  and 
Mr.  Koe,  of  counsel  for  the  said  petitioner  [naming  the  dif- 
ferent connsel  in  the  case,  and  the  parties  for  whom  they 
respectively  appeared],  this  Court  doth  order  that  the  fiat 
awarded  and  issued  against  the  said  William  Richard 
Kemp,  by  the  name  and  description  of  William  Richard 
Kemp,  late  of  Eastcheap,  in  the  city  of  London,  wholesale 
grocer  and  tea-dealer,  dealer  and  chapman,  and  bearing 
date  on  or  about  the  first  day  of  February  last,  be  annulled, 
if  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Chancellor  shall  think  fit : 
and  it  is  ordered,  that  the  costs  of  annulling  the  said  fiat,  and 
incidental  thereto,  and  also  the  costs  of  the  said  petitioner 
of  and  occasioned  by  this  application,  be  paid  by  the  said 
John  King  to  the  said  petitioner,  or  to  Mr.  James  Thomas 
Cookney,  his  solicitor:  and  it  is  hereby  referred  to  the 
rotation  Master  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  or  the  vacation 
Master  of  the  said  last-mentioned  Court,  to  tax  the  said 
costs  between  the  parties,  if  they  differ  about  the  same. 
"  W.  B.,  Reg.  "  By  the  Court." 

''2nd  April,  1841. 
*'  Upon  reading  the  above  order,  I  hereby  confirm  the 
^me,  and  direct  that  the  fiat  therein  mentioned  be,  and  it 
is  hereby  annulled  accordingly. 
"  Entered,  H.  S. 

"  COTTENHAM,    C' 

On  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  Mr.  Heathcote  was  called 

^pon,  under  a  subpoena  duces  tecum,  to  produce  a  deed 

^tween  the  plaintiff  of  the  one  part,  and  Mr.  Clark  of  the 

^Wpart.  Mr.  Heathcote  objected  to  producing  it,  stating, 

VOL.  I.  D  D  N.  p. 
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that  he  had  a  lien  on  it.     He  stated  that  he  had  a  Heit 
upon  it  as  against  the  present  plaintiff. 

Erie,  for  the  plaintiff. — ^I  submit  that  the  witness  is 
bound  to  produce  the  deed^  as  by  the  production  of  it  he 
would  not  lose  his  lien. 


Lord  Denman,  C.  J. — If  he  puts  it  in  when  you  call  for 
it  he  in  effect  parts  with  the  lien  which  he  has  on  it,  as 
against  your  client ;  I  shall  not  compel  him  to  produce  it. 

The  deed  was  not  produced  (a). 

Kellfi,  for  the  defendant. — ^The  second  plea  is,  that  the 
fiat  was  not  annulled  modo  et  form&  as  stated  in  the  de- 
claration, and  the  declaration  states  that  it  was  annulled 
by  the  Court  of  Review,  which  Court  has  no  power  to  an- 
nul a  fiat  in  bankruptcy,  and  has  not  done  so  in  the  present 
instance,  as  the  Court  of  Review  has  only  made  a  condi- 
tional order  that  the  fiat  shall  be  annulled  if  the  Lord 
Chancellor  shall  think  fit. 

BramweUy  on  the  same  side. — ^The  second  plea  in  sub- 
stance traverses  the  allegation  in  the  declaration,  that  the 
fiat  was  annulled  by  the  Court-of  Review.  From  the  17th 
and  19th  sections  of  the  Bankruptcy  Court  Act,  1  &  2 
Will.  4,  c.  56  (&),  it  is  clear  that  the  Court  of  Review  has 
no  power  to  annul  a  fiat,  and  even  where  the  Court  of  Re- 
view are  to  reverse  the  adjudication,  the  Lord  Chancellor 
is  to  annul  the  fiat. 


(a)  See  the  case  of  Thompson 
V.  Motley,  5  C.  &  P.  501,  in  which 
Lord  Lyndhunty  C.  B.,  held  that 
a  person  having  a  lien  upon  a  do- 
cument is  no  objection  to  his  pro- 
ducing it  on  a  trial  at  Nisi  Prius ; 
but  that,  if  he  fears  it  may  be  ab- 
stracted, the  judge  will  allow  him 


to  stand  by  the  witness  while  the 
witness  is  examined  respecting  it« 
In  that  case  it  did  not  appear  that  the 
witness  claimed  any  lien  as  against 
the  person  requiring  the  productioii 
of  the  document. 

(5)  Set  out  in  Flath.  Arch.  B. 
L.,  pp.  xc,  xci. 
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Lord  DbnmaN;  C.  J. — It  seems  to  me  that  the  issue  is        1342. 
substantially  proved  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff.     If  the 
annulling  of  the  fiat  is  not  sufficiently  stated  in  the  declar- 
ation^ the  objection  is  on  the  record. 

At  the  end  of  the  plaintiff  ^s  case,  Lord  Denman,  C.  J., 
being  of  opinion  that  a  want  of  probable  cause  was  not 
shewn^ 

Erie,  for  the  plaintiff,  elected  to  be  nonsuited. 

Nonsuit. 
Erie  and  £.  James,  for  the  plaintiff. 

Kelly  and  Bramwell,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attomies — /.  T.  Cookney,  and  Templer  ^  Co.] 


L 


Baker  v.  Wilkinson.  j)ec,  9th. 

IBEL. — ^The  declaration  stated  that  the  defendant  had  in  an  action  for 
published   a  libel  of  the  plaintiff,  in  a  newspaper  called  newspaper,  a 
"  The  Leicester  Herald  and  Midland  Counties  Advertiser.*'  "'?^^f  ^"W 

of  ihe  Stamp- 
Plea — not  guilty.  oflSce  declara- 

To  prove  the  publication  of  the  libel  by  the  defendant,  wWch  "aud*"' 
a  certified  copy  of  the  declaration  from  the  Stamp-office  the  title  of  the 

* »  i  newspaper  to 

was  put  in.     In  this  the  title  of  the  newspaper  was  stated  ^e  "  The  Lei- 

cester  Herald 

to  be  '^  The  Leicester  Herald  and  Midland  Counties  Ad-  and  Midland 
▼ertiser,''  and  the  intended  place  of  publication  of  the  ve^rthw,"  and 
newspaper  was  stated  to  be  "  No.  23,  Charles-street,  in  ^^^^.^"^^^"^"Jj^i 
the  parish  of  Saint  Margaret,  in  the  borough  of  Leicester.''  cation  to  be 
A  copy  of  the  newspaper  was  offered  in  evidence,  the  charies-street, 

in  the  parish  of 
Saint  Marga- 
ret, in  the  borough  of  Leicester."     The  newspaper  containing  the  libel  had  the  same  title,  but 
the  place  of  publication  in  the  imprint  at  the  end  of  it  was,  **  at  the  corner  of  Charles-street 
and  Hadfield-street,  in  the  parish  of  Saint  Margaret,  in  the  borough  of  Leicester." 

ffeld,  that  this  sufficiently  shewed  the  identity  of  the  newspaper,  so  as  to  allow  it  to  be  given 
in  eridcDce  under  the  8tb  sect,  of  the  stat.  6  &  7  Will.  4,  c.  76. 

dd2 
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1842. 
Baker 

V. 
WiLKIMtON. 


name  of  which  agreed  with  that  in  the  Stamp-office  dedar- 
ation^  but  the  place  of  publication  in  the  imprint  at  the 
end  of  the  newspaper  was  stated  to  be  '^  at  the  comer  of 
Charles-street  and  Hadfield-street^  in  the  parish  of 
Margaret^  in  the  borough  of  Leicester/' 


Kelly,  for  the  defendant. — ^I  submit  that  this  newspaper 
cannot  be  given  in  evidence,  as  the  place  of  publication  on 
the  newspaper  itself  does  not  tally  with  the  place  of  pub- 
lication mentioned  in  the  Stamp-office  declaration^  and, 
according  to  the  former^  the  place  of  publication  might  be 
in  Hadfield-street.  The  provisions  of  the  stat.  6  &  7  WilL 
4^  c.  76  (a),  are  of  a  highly  stringent  and  almost  penal 
nature^  and  ought  not  to  be  extended  to  cases  which  are 
not  clearly  within  the  terms  of  that  statute. 

WTdtehurst,  on  the  same  side,  referred  to  the  case  of 
Rex  V.  Francey8(b), 


(a)  By  sect  8  of  that  statute,  it 
is  (inter  alia)  enacted,  that  if  a 
certified  copy  of  the  Stamp-office 
declaration  and  a  newspaper  inti- 
tled  in  the  same  manner,  and 
"  wherein  the  name  of  the  printer 
and  publisher,  and  the  place  of 
printing,  shall  be  the  same  as  the 
name  of  the  printer  and  publisher, 
and  the  place  of  printing  mentioned 
in  such  declaration,  or  shaU purpart 
tohe  the  same,"  *'  it  shall  not  be  ne- 
cessary for  the  plaintiflf,  informant, 
or  prosecutor,  in  any  action,  pro- 
secution, or  other  proceeding,  to 
prove  that  the  newspaper  to  which 
the  suit,  action,  prosecution,  or  other 
proceeding  may  relate,"  was  pur- 
chased of  the  defendant,  or  at  his 
house,  &:c. 

(6)  2  A.  &  £.  49.  In  that  case  it 
was  held,  that,  on  amotion  for  a  cri- 


minal information  for  a  libel,  pub- 
lished in  a  newspaper,  if  the  Stamp- 
office  affidavit  under  the  stat.  38 
Geo.  3,  c.  78,  be  put  in  to  shew 
that  the  defendant  is  the  printer 
and  publisher,  such  proof  is  not 
sufficient,  unless  the  newspaper 
produced  as  containing  the  Hbel 
correspond  with  the  description  in 
the  affidavit,  not  only  in  title,  bat 
in  the  name  of  the  place  of  print- 
ing ;  and  where  the  place  of  prints 
ing  was  called  Union-street,  Castle- 
street,  in  the  affidavit,  and  Union- 
buildings,  John-street,  in  the  news- 
paper, the  Court  discharged  a  rule 
for  a  criminal  infonnation,  and 
would  not  enlarge  it,  in  order  that 
supplemental  affidavits  might  be 
filed,  shewing  that  the  places  named 
were  identical. 
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FoUeti,  S.  G.,  for  the  plaintiff,  submitted  that  the  iden-         1342. 
tity  of  the  place  of  publication  sufficiently  appeared. 


Lord  Denhan,  C.  J. — I  think  that  the  evidence  of 
identity  is  sufficient,  and  that  the  newspaper  may  be  given 
in  evidence. 

Tlie  newspaper  was  put  in,  and  the  article  charged  to  be 
libellous  was  read. 

It  afterwards  appeared  from  the  evidence,  that  the  house 
at  which  the  newspaper  was  published,  which  was  at  the 
comer  of  Charles-street  and  Hadfield-street,  was  No.  23^ 
Charles-street. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff. 

FoUett,  S.  G.,  M.  D.  Hill,  and  Huffh  Hill,  for  the 
plaintiff. 

Kelly  and  fVhitehurst,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attomies— C/oa;c5  ^  Wedlake,  and  \V,  H,  Smith,'} 
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Dec.  9th. 

The  dismissal 
by  the  police 
commissioners 
of  a  police  con- 
stable,  in  con- 
sequence of  a 
report  duly 
made  to  tliem 
of  a  censure 
uttered  on 
such  police 
officer  by  a  jus- 
tice of  the 
peace,  is  in  it- 
self sufficient 
evidence  of 
special  damage 
Co  sustain  an 
action  against 
the  justice. 

In  such  an 
action  evidence 
of  malice  is  ne- 
cessary ; 
for  it  is  the 
duty  of  the 
justice  to  ex- 
press  his  opin- 
ion of  the 
conduct  of po- 
lice constables, 
in  order  that 
the  police 
commissioners 
may  have  pro- 
per information 
on  which  to 
proceed  in 
making  inqui- 
ries to  enable 
them  to  regu- 
late the  force 
under  their 
direction. 


Kendillon  t;.  Maltbt,  Esq. 

OLANDER. — The  declaration  stated^  that^  before  the 
committing  of  the  grievances  by  the  defendant,  the  plain- 
tiff was  a  constable  in  the  Metropolitan  police  force,  and 
that  the  defendant  was,  and  still  is,  one  of  her  Majesty's 
justices  of  the  peace  assigned  to  keep  the  peace  in  and 
for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  a  police  magistrate  ap- 
pointed to  sit  at  the  police  court,  Great  Marlborough- 
street:  that  on  the  21st  of  June,  1841,  the  plaintiff,  in 
discharge  of  his  duty,  appeared  before  the  defendant  as 
such  police  magistrate,  and  gave  evidence  against  one 
Thomas  Woolridge,  whom  the  plaintiff  had,  in  the  due 
discharge  of  his  duty,  taken  into  custody  for  having  com- 
mitted a  breach  of  the  peace ;  and  that  on  the  3rd  of  July, 
1841,  a  charge  and  complaint  was  made  and  preferred 
against  certain  persons,  to  wit,  one  Sir  Thomas  Moncrieffe 
and  Montagu  Ormsby,  before  the  defendant  as  such  pohce 
magistrate,  and  the  plaintiff,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty 
as  such  police  constable,  gave  his  evidence  before  the  de- 
fendant in  proof  and  support  of  the  last-mentioned  charge, 
yet  the  defendant,  contriving  &c.,  on  &c.,''  on  the  oc- 
casion of  the  last-mentioned  charge  and  complaint  made 
and  preferred  before  him  the  defendant  as  such  police 
magistrate  as  aforesaid,  and  in  relation  thereto,  wantonly, 
wickedly,  and  maliciously,  and  without  any  reason  or  pro- 
bable cause  whatsoever,  spoke  and  published,  in  the  pre- 
sence and  hearing  of  divers  good  and  worthy  subjects  of 
this  realm  of  and  concerning  the  plaintiff,  and  of  and  con- 
cerning him  as  such  police  constable  and  a  serjeant  as 
aforesaid,  and  of  and  concerning  the  before-mentioned 
charges  and  complaints,  and  the  evidence  given  by  the 
plaintiff  as  aforesaid,  the  false,  scandalous,  malicious,  and 
defamatory  words  following,  that  is  to  say :  "  I  (meaning 
the  defendant)  feel  myself  bound  to  say,  with  reference  to 
this  charge  (meaning  the  said  charge  against  the  said  Sir 
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T.  M.  and  M.  O.)  and  one  before  me  a  few  days  before        1842. 
firom  the  same  spot  (meaning  the  said  charge  first  above     J^     '     " 
mentioned  and  referred  to);  I  (meaning  the  defendant)  do      _  9. 
not  believe  serjeant  Kendillon  (meaning  the  plaintiff)  on 
his  oath/'     ^'  By  means  of  the  committing  of  the  said 
grievances^  and  on  no  other  accoimt  whatsoever,  the  plain- 
tiff has  been  dismissed  and  discharged  from  his  said  situation 
and  employment  of  a  police  constable  and  seijeant  as  afore* 
said/'  and  has  not  only  lost  the  pay,  &c.  which  would  have 
aocrued  to  him,  but  hath  thence  hitherto  remained  out  of 
employment.    Plea — not  guilty  "  by  statute/* 

It  was  opened  by  Kelly,  for  the  plaintiff,  that  on  the  21st 
of  June,  1841,  the  plaintiff,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty, 
brought  before  the  defendant  a  person  named  Woolridge, 
whom  he  charged  with  having  assaulted  him  while  he  was 
Engaged  in  apprehending  two  women  of  ill  fame  who  had 
been  disorderly.  The  defendant  heard  the  charge,  and, 
though  the  appearance  of  the  plaintiff  shewed  that  he  had 
been  assaulted,  dismissed  the  complaint.  So  far,  whatever 
he  might  think  of  the  decision,  the  law  gave  the  plaintiff 
no  right  to  complain.  Some  days  afterwards,  namely,  on 
the  29th  of  June,  the  plaintiff  brought  a  charge  before  the 
magistrate  against  two  persons.  Sir  T.  Moncrieffe  and  Cap- 
tain Ormsby,  whom  he  accused  of  being  drunk  and  disor- 
derly, and  of  having  assaulted  him.  The  hearing  was  put 
off  for  a  day  or  two  on  account  of  the  absence  of  Captain 
Ormsby,  who  was  compelled  by  military  duty  to  be  else- 
where ;  but  when  he  appeared  the  magistrate  heard  the 
statement  of  the  plaintiff,  which  was  made  on  oath,  asked 
for  further  evidence,  took  the  unsupported  statements  of 
the  two  persons  charged  against  the  sworn  statement  of  the 
plaintiff,  and  dismissed,  as  too  slight  to  be  entertained,  the 
charge  as  against  Sir  T.  Moncrieffe,  and  as  against  Captain 
Ormsby  only  fined  him  5^.  for  being  drunk,  and  5«.  more 
for  the  assault.  Having  thus  disposed  of  the  case,  with 
r^ard  to  which,  however  the  plaintiff  might  consider  him- 
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self  ill-treated,  the  law  gave  him  no  remedy^  the  magistrate 
proceeded  to  utter  the  words  now  the  subject  of  complaint. 
They  were  to  this  effect :  that  in  reference  to  this  affiBor,  as 
well  as  to  that  which  had  been  brought  before  him  a  few 
days  previously  &om  the  same  spot,  by  winch  he  meant  to 
indicate  the  chaise  against  Woolridge,  he  could  not  beliem 
the  plaintiff  on  his  oath.  This  was  an  extra-judicial  asser- 
tioU;  and  was  therefore  actionable*  The  assertion  was  re» 
ported  to  the  commissioners  of  police,  and  the  plaintiff 
was  dismissed. 

On  the  part  of  the  plaintiff^  Charles  Baker,  an  inspector 
of  the  C  division  of  police  was  called.  He  said,  "  I  know 
the  plaintiff;  he  was  a  serjeant  in  the  police  force  in  June;, 
1841.  On  the  29th  of  June  a  chaise  was  made  by  the 
plaintiff,  at  the  station-house  in  Vine-street,  against  Sir 
Thomas  Moncrieffe  and  Mr.  Ormsby ;  they  were  charged 
with  assaulting  the  plaintiff,  and  Mr.  Ormsby  was  also 
charged  with  being  drunk.  They  were  bailed,  and  on  the 
next  day,  which  was  a  Tuesday,  I  attended  before  the  de- 
fendant. The  case  was  adjourned  to  the  Thursday,  when 
Sir  T.  Moncrieffe,  on  going  before  the  defendant,  accused 
the  plaintiff  of  smoking  and  being  a  blackguard.  The  de- 
fendant said  (after  hearing  Sir  T.  Moncrieffe),  that  he  was 
compelled  to  disbelieve  the  plaintiff.  The  case  was  post* 
poned  for  further  evidence,  and  on  the  following  Saturday 
all  the  parties  appeared  again  before  the  defendant,  when 
the  charge  against  Sir  T.  Moncrieffe  was  dismissed,  and 
Mr.  Ormsby  fined  5«.  for  assaulting  the  plaintiff,  and  5#. 
for  being  drunk ;  and  immediately  afterwards  the  defend- 
ant said  '  I  am  bound  to  say,  in  reference  to  this  charge 
and  a  similar  one  brought  from  the  same  spot  a  few  days 
before,  I  cannot  believe  William  Kendillon  on  his  oath.' 
I  forwarded  a  report  of  what  had  occurred  through  my 
superintendent,  Mr,  Baker;  but  I  was  not  present  at  any 
inquiry  before  Mr.  Mayne,  the  commissioner  of  police." 

This  witness  also  stated,  that  it  was  after  the  defendant 
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Ind  imposed  the  fine  that  he  made  nae  of  the  expressions       1842. 
before  mentioned.  J*"*^'     ' 

It  was  proved  by  inspector  Beresford  of  the  C  division  ^^  v, 
of  police^  that  he  had  taken  the  charge  against  Woolridge^ 
bad  attended  on  the  following  morning  before  the  defend- 
ant^ and  had  then  heard  the  statement  of  the  plaintiff; 
and  that  a  police  constable^  who  had  been  on  duty  with  the 
plaintiff;  was  sent  for  by  the  defendant,  and  his  statement 
of  the  facts  did  not  agree  with  that  of  the  plaintiff.  The 
plaintiff^s  face  was  bleeding  when  he  charged  Woolridge 
with  the  assault. 

It  was  proved  by  Mr.  Mayne,  the  commissioner  of  police, 
that  he  had  received  the  report  of  inspector  Baker  as  to 
what  had  taken  place  before  the  defendant.  He  had  made 
known  the  charge  to  the  plaintiff,  and  had  then  informed 
him,  that,  in  consideration  of  his  having  been  in  the  police 
force  for  nearly  eight  years,  and  of  his  good  conduct  on 
several  occasions,  he  should  be  allowed  to  resign.  This  the 
plaintiff  refused  to  do,  and  the  witness  dismissed  him. 

In  his  cross-examination,  Mr.  Mayne  stated  that  he  did 
not  dismiss  him  altogether  on  account  of  this  statement  of 
the  defendant.  There  had  been  two  cases  of  complaint 
against  him  before.  They  became  known,  not  from  any 
complaints  from  magistrates,  but  from  the  fact  that  the 
owners  of  some  dogs,  which  had  been  stolen  and  restored, 
had  brought  or  sent  money  to  the  police-office  for  the 
plaintiff.  Whatever  accusation  was  made  by  a  magistrate 
or  any  one  else  against  a  policeman,  he  was  at  once  made 
acquainted  with  it.    That  had  been  done  in  this  instance. 

FoUettf  S.  G.,  for  the  defendant. — I  submit  that  the 
plaintiff  must  be  nonsuited.     First,  this  being  an  action 
for  words  not  imputing  an  indictable  offence,  special  da« 
mage  must  be  proved.    The  only  special  damage  shewn 
is  the  discharge  of  the  plaintiff  by  the  commissioner  of 
police ;  but  that  being  the  act  of  a  third  party,  not  pre- 
sent at  the  speaking  of  the  words,  and  only  hearing  them 
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at  second-hand  from  the  report  of  a  person  present^  is  not 
such  an  immediate  resnlt  of  the  speaking  of  the  words  as 
will  sustain  an  action.  In  the  case  of  fVard  y.  Week»  (a) 
it  was  held^  that  the  person  who  spoke  words  of  another 
was  not  answerable  for  special  damage  occasioned  by  a 
person  repeating  the  words  to  a  third  party,  as  being  the 
statement  of  the  original  speaker.  Secondly,  this  is  an 
action  against  a  judicial  officer  for  words  spoken  in  the 
course  of  his  duty,  and  for  such  words  no  action  will  lie. 


(a)  4  M.  &  p.  796.  In  that 
case,  (which  was  an  action  for  slan- 
derous words,  in  which  in  the  de- 
claration it  was  alleged  for  spe- 
cial damage,  that  hy  reason  of 
committing  the  grievance  one 
John  Bryer  refused  to  give  the 
plaintiff  credit),  the  evidence  was 
that  the  defendant  spoke  the  words 
to  Edward  Bryce,  and  that  Bryce 
communicated  the  statement  as  the 
statement  of  the  defendant  to  Bryer, 
who  thereupon  refused  to  trust  the 
plaintiff.  The  Court  held  that  the 
allegation  was  not  supported,  and 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Tindal  in  deli- 
vering the  judgment  of  the  Court 
said,  *'  The  suhstance  of  the  plain- 
tiff's allegation  is,  that  hy  reason 
of  the  defendant's  false  representa- 
tions to  divers  persons,  one  John 
Bryer  refused  to  trust  the  plaintiff. 
Now  the  evidence  necessary  to  sup- 
port this  allegation  would  have 
heen  either  that  John  Bryer  was 
present  and  heard  the  defendant 
make  the  representations  to  some 
person,  or,  at  the  very  least,  that 
when  the  defendant  made  such  re- 
presentations he  directed  them  to 
he  communicated  to  Bryer ;  hut 
neither  of  these  suppositions  exists 
in  fact ;  on  the  contrary,  the  evi- 
dence was  that  the  words  were  ad- 


dressed to  one  Edward  Bryce^  and 
that  Bryce,  at  a  subsequent  time 
and  place,  and  without  any  autho- 
rity from  the  defendant,  repeated 
the  representations  to  Bryer,  the  re- 
petition of  which  words,  and  not  the 
original  statement,  occasioned  the 
plaintiff's  damage.  Everyman  must 
he  taken  to  he  answerable  for  the 
necessary  consequences  of  his  own 
wrongftil  acts ;  but  such  a  sponta- 
neous and  unauthorized  communi- 
cation cannot  be  considered  as  the 
necessary  consequence  of  the  origi- 
nal uttering  of  the  words,for  noeffect 
whatever  followed  the  first  speaking 
of  the  words  to  Bryce.    If  he  had 
kept  them  to  himself,  Bryer  would 
still  have  trusted  the  plaintiff    It 
was  the  repetition  of  them  by  Bryce 
to  Bryer,  which  was  the  voluntary 
act  of  a  free  agent,  over  whom  the 
defendant  had  no  control,  and  for 
whose  acts  he  is  not  answerable, 
that  was  the  immediate  cause  of 
the  plaintiff's  damage :  we  there- 
fore think  that  as  each  count  in  the 
declaration  alleges,  as  the  only  grie- 
vance, the  original  false  speaking 
of  the  words,  the  allegation,  that 
*  by  reason  of  committing  such 
grievance,  Bryer  refused  to  give 
the  plaintiff  credit,'  is  not  made 
out  by  the  evidence." 
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This  dearly  appears  from  the  case  of  Hodgson  y.  Scar" 
leti  (d)j  the  dictum  of  Lord  Mansfield  in  the  case  of  Rex  v* 
Skinner  {c),  and  the  case  of  Jekyll  v.  Sir  John  Moore  (d). 
And  thirdly,  the  defendant  is  protected  hy  the  Magis- 
trates' Act,  unless  there  were  malice  and  a  want  of  rea- 
sonable and  probable  cause,  of  which  there  is  no  evidence. 


1842. 


Kkmdillon 
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Kelly ^  for  the  plaintiff. — ^The  discharge  of  the  plaintiff  was 
in  consequence  of  and  the  result  of  a  report  which  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  inspector  of  police  to  make  to  his  superiors, 
and  that  distinguishes  the  present  case  from  that  of  Ward 


(h)  1  B.  &  A.  232.  In  that  case 
it  was  held,  that  an  action  for  defa- 
mation will  not  lie  against  a  barris- 
ter for  words  spoken  by  him  as 
oounsel  in  the  cause,  pertinent  to 
the  matter  in  issue. 

(e)  Loffl,  Rep.  55.  This  was  a 
motion    to   quash    an   indictment 

against Skinner,  Esq.,  one  of 

hit  Majesty's  justices  of  the  peace 
for  the  town  of  Poole,  for  scanda- 
kms  words  spoken  by  him  in  a 
general  sessions  of  the  county,  in 
which  he  said  to  the  grand  jury — 
'*  You  have  not  done  your  duty ; 
you  have  disobeyed  my  commands ; 
you  are  a  seditious,  scandalous,  cor- 
rupt, and  peijured  jury."  Lord 
Mansfield,  C.  J.,  said,  *'l  am  will- 
ing, as  neither  Seijt.  Dav^  nor  Mr. 
BuUercBXi  find  any  precedent  in  the 
history  of  England  for  an  indict- 
ment of  this  kind,  to  give  them  till 
next  term  to  find  any."  *'  Neither 
party,  witness,  counsel,  jury,  or 
judge  can  be  put  to  answer  civilly 
or  criminally  for  words  spoken  in 
office.  If  the  words  spoken  are 
opprobrious  or  irrelevant  to  the 
case,  the  Court  will  take  notice  of 
them  as  a  contempt,  and  examine 
on  information.     If  any  thing  of 


mala  mens  is  found  on  such  inquiry, 
the  words  will  be  punished  suita- 
bly. The  words  are  extremely  im- 
proper. If  the  party  were  not  a 
borough  justice,  I  should  think 
there  might  be  grounds  to  apply  to 
the  Great  Seal  to  remove  him  from 
his  office,  but  to  go  on  an  indict- 
ment would  be  subversive  of  all  ideas 
of  a  constitution.  If  any  precedent 
should  be  found  you  should  have 
time  to  make  use  of  it,  otherwise 
it  would  be  proper  to  quash  the  in- 
dictment immediately." 

{d)  2  N.  R.  341.  In  that  case 
it  was  held,  that  if  a  court-martial, 
after  stating  in  their  sentence  the 
acquittal  of  an  officer,  against  whom 
a  charge  had  been  preferred,  sub- 
join thereto  a  declaration  of  their 
opinion  that  the  charge  is  malicious 
and  groundless,  and  that  the  con- 
duct of  the  prosecutor  in  falsely 
calumniating  the  accused  is  highly 
injurious  to  the  service,  the  pre- 
sident of  the  court-martial  is  not 
liable  to  an  action  for  a  libel  for 
having  delivered  such  sentence  and 
declaration  to  the  judge  advocate. 
See  also  the  case  of  Doyle  v. 
O'Doherty,  post,  p.  418. 
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1842.        ^'  Weeks,  in  which  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  expressly 
^ — >^^^      decided  upon  the  ground  that  the  repetition  of  the  slander 

KeNDILLON  XT  o 

V.  which  caused  the  special  damage^  was  the  voluntary  act  of 

a  free  agent. 

Lord  Denman^  C.  J. — I  think  there  is  sufficient  evidence 
of  special  damage. 

Kelly, — ^With  respect  to  malice^  I  submit  that  there  is 
abundant  evidence  to  go  to  the  jury  of  malice  in  the  legal 
sense  of  that  word.  The  words  were  uttered  after  the 
justice  had  adjudicated  on  the  case  brought  before  him. 
His  jurisdiction  was  at  an  end.  It  makes  no  difference 
in  point  of  law^  that  the  observations  were  made  imme- 
diately after  the  decision  of  the  case;  they  were  made 
after  it^  and  they  therefore  became  the  observations  of  an 
ordinary  person^  made  without  any  legal  necessity,  and 
therefore  without  any  legal  justification.  They  were  the 
mere  words  of  a  private  person,  and,  being  in  their  nature 
injurious  to  the  plaintiff,  must  be  treated  in  law  as  ma- 
licious. 

C.  Clark,  on  the  same  side. — ^There  is  in  the  conduct 
of  the  defendant  sufficient  to  constitute  legal  malice.  The 
plaintiff  made  on  oath  a  charge  before  him  ;  the  defendant 
required  evidence  by  other  persons  in  support  of  that 
charge.  That  evidence  was  given,  and  it  confirmed  the 
statement  of  the  plaintiff.  The  defendant  thereon  con- 
victed one  of  the  accused  parties,  and  as  to  the  other,  not 
affecting  any  longer  to  doubt  the  statement  of  the  plaintiff, 
he  merely  said  that  the  facts  amounted  to  so  slight  a 
charge  that  he  should  not  entertain  it.  He  therefore  ad- 
mitted that  what  was  thus  stated  by  the  plaintiff  was  true, 
and  acted  on  it  as  true,  and  yet,  immediately  after  doing 
so,  he  used  the  expressions  now  complained  of,  that  he  did 
not  believe  the  plaintiff  on  his  oath.  This  is  clearly  suffi- 
cient to  constitute  legal  malice. 
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Lord  Denman^  C.  J. — I  have  no  doubt  on  my  mind^         lg42. 
that  a  magistrate^  be  he  the  highest  jadge  in  the  land,  is     J^     "^"^ 

1^  Elf  D 1 1<  L  O  If 

answerable  in  damages  for  slanderous  language,  either  not  _  v. 
relevant  to  the  cause  before  him  or  uttered  after  the  cause 
18  at  an  end ;  but  for  words  uttered  in  the  course  of  his 
duty  no  magistrate  is  answerable,  either  civilly  or  crimi- 
nally, unless  express  malice  and  the  absence  of  reasonable 
or  probable  cause  be  established.  In  the  present  case  I 
am  of  opinion  that  there  is  no  proof  of  malice ;  there  has 
been  nothing  to  shew  that  the  decision  of  the  defendant 
was  influenced  by  any  improper  feeling.  He  only  did  his 
duty  in  folly  investigating  each  case  brought  before  him. 
He  was  not  bound  to  believe  every  charge  made  by  a 
police  officer ;  he  was  bound  to  examine  it ;  he  has  done 
so  here,  and  he  has  acted  on  the  result  of  that  examination. 
If  he  believed  that  the  plaintiff  had  given  untrue  evidence, 
he  was  bound  to  say  so.  He  was  not  only  excused,  but 
considering  what  is  the  constitution  of  the  police  force, 
and  what  the  duties  of  the  two  commissioners  who  regu- 
late it,  he  was  actually  bound  to  state  his  real  opinion  of  a 
policeman's  conduct  and  testimony,  that  the  commissioners 
might  be  able  to  perform  their  duties  correctly  and  effi- 
ciently. There  is  no  legal  cause  of  action  in  this  case,  and 
the  plaintiff  must  be  nonsuited. 

Nonsuit. 
KeUy  and  C.  Clarky  for  the  plaintiff. 

FbUett,  S.  G.,  Thesiffer,  S.  Martin,  and  TVilles,  for  the 
defendant. 

[Attornies — ^.  Warreriy  and  Baxendale  tj-  Co.] 
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An  allegation     JTERJUEY.— The  indictment  charged  the  defendant  with 

in  an  indict-  .  .        ,  .  .  /».  i      . 

ment  for  per-  naving  committed  periury  in  an  affidavit  to  oppoae  a  snm- 
mentwu<<"en-  ^0^^  ^  ^ct  aside  a  judgment  obtained  by  the  present 
tered  up"  in  an  defendant  against  the  prosecutor,  Mr.  Havers.     Some  of 

action  it  proved  ox-* 

by  the  produc-  the  couuts  of  the  indictment  contained  an  allegation^  that 
from  the  judg-  the  present  defendant  **  caused  to  be  entered  up  final 
wWASTin"    judgment  in  the  said  action." 
cipitur  it  en-         When  the  case  was  called  on  for  trial,  on  Saturday^ 

tereo. 

A  defendant  December  the  10th,  and  before  the  jury  were  sworn,  Hog^ 
ment  for  per-  Sl^'^i  ^or  the  defendant,  applied  to  put  o£f  the  trial,  on  an 
th7iittinM*in  ^^d^^ti  which  Stated,  that  the  defendant  was  arrested  on 
Queen's  Bench,  the  previous  Wednesday  on  his  way  to  the  chambers  of  Us 
the  Wednesday  counscl — as  he  was  goiug  thither  to  deliver  his  brief. 

before  the  trial, 
as  he  was  going 

of  Ws  counscl"      ^^^^  Denman. — Is  any  practice  imputed  to  the  other 

to  deliver  his      side  ? 
briefl  The  case 
was  called  on 

s!I[ti!Siy?and*  i%ytiw.— The  affidavit  of  the  defendant  states,  that  a 
the  Lord  Chief  person,  who  is  to  be  one  of  the  witnesses  for  the  present 

Justice  would     *  ,  *^ 

not  postpone  it  prosecution,  stood  by  while  the  arrest  took  place. 

unless  it  could 
be  shewn  that 

?/coUuIion"        ^^'^  Denman,  C.  J.— That  is  not  sufficient.     The  case 

with  the  prose-    must  COme  On. 
cutor ;  and  the 
fact  that  a  wit- 
prosecution  The  case  was  tried  (a),  and  in  support  of  the  allegation 
stood  by  while   j^  ^j^e  indictment,  that  ludffment  was  **  entered  up'*  in  the 

the  arrest  took         ^    ,  ^  J      o  r 

place,  is  not  Original  action,  a  clerk  in  the  Judgment-office  was  called, 
raise  that  in-  He  produced  the  book  from  that  office,  in  which  judgments 
ference.  ^^  entered  up,  and  stated,  that  interlocutory  judgment 


(a)   On  a  aubsequent  day,   at  ground  of  the  defendant's 

Guildhall,  the  same  defendant  and  above  mentioned,  but  Lord  Dm- 

others  were  tried  on  a  charge  of  man,  C.  J.,  refused  to  postpone  the 

conspiracy  arising  out  of  the  same  trial  unless  it  could  be  shewn  that 

transaction.     Montagu  Chambers  the  arrest  was  made  by  coUuiioo 

moved  to  put  off  the  trial,  on  the  with  the  prosecutor. 
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was  signed  in  the  action  Gordon  v.  Havers,  on  the  10th  of 
March^  1842^  and  that  final  judgment  was  entered  up  on 
the  19th  of  that  month. 

Hoggins,  for  the  defendant. — I  submit  that  this  is  not 
sufficient  proof  that  final  judgment  was  entered  up.  The 
proper  proof  is  the  production  of  the  roll,  or  an  examined 
copy  of  it,  the  words,  "  entering  up'*  judgment,  importing 
that  which  can  only  be  proved  by  the  record. 

Thesiger,  for  the  prosecution. — ^The  "  entering  up  "  of 
final  judgment  always  takes  place  before  there  is  any  roll 
carried  in,  and  is  the  making  of  the  entry  which  has  been 
produced  by  the  witness,  and  which  he  proves  to  have  been 
made  on  the  19th  of  March.  Probably,  the  present  defend- 
ant, or  his  attorney,  have  never  carried  in  any  judgment 
roll,  and  if  the  "entering  up'*  of  judgment  depended  on 
the  existence  of  a  roll,  this  judgment  could  not  have  been 
"entered  up'*  on  the  19th  of  March,  which  the  witness 
firom  the  Judgment-office  proves  that  it  was. 

Clarkson,  on  the  same  side,  cited  the  case  of  Fisher  v. 
Duddmg  {b). 
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1842. 


(6)  9  Dowl.  P.  C.  872,  and  10 
Law  J.,  N.  S.,  C.  P.  323 .  By  the 
itat.  I  &  2  Vict.  c.  110,  8.  17, 
^  Every  judgment-debt  shall  carry 
interest  at  the  rate  of  four  per  cent, 
per  annum/rom  the  time  of  entering 
upaf  the  judgment"  "until  the  same 
shaU  be  satisfied ;"  and  the  ques- 
tion in  that  case  was,  whether  the 
'*  entering  up  of  the  judgment" 
Was  the  entering  of  the  incipitur  in 
the  paper  book  kept  in  the  Mas- 
ter's office  for  that  purpose,  or  the 
mbsequent  entry  of  the  judgment 


upon  the  roll.  The  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  held,  that  the  former, 
and  not  the  latter,  was  the  **  enter- 
ing up  of  the  judgment ;"  and  Mr. 
Justice  Maule  said — **  There  is  a 
paper  book  in  the  office,  in  which 
the  parties  enter  a  sort  of  note  of 
the  judgment,  which  is  called  an 
incipitur.  If  a  formal  judgment  is 
wanted,  the  record  is  made  up  from 
the  entry  in  that  paper  book  at  any 
distance  of  time,  but  the  incipUur 
»  what  is  understood  hy  the  enter" 
ing  up  of  the  judgment," 
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1842. 


Rboina 

V. 
QOROONk 


Lord  Denmak,  C.  J. — I  think  the  evidence  is  anffident. 

Verdict — Guilty  (c). 

Theriger^  Clnrkson,  and  Bodkin,  for  the  prosecution. 
Hoggins  and  C  Clark,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attornies — Steele,  and  in  person.] 


(c)  No  new  trial  was  moved  for, 
and  it  was  stated  by  Montagu  Cham' 
beri,  for  the  defendant,  when  the 
defendant  was  brought  up  for  judg- 
ment, that  one  reason  why  no  motion 
was  made  on  the  point,  as  to  the  ad- 
missibility of  the  book  from   the 


Judgment-office,  was,  that  wamtU 
the  counts  in  the  indictment  did  not 
allege  the  entering  up  of  the  judg- 
ment in  the  original  action,  and 
therefore  as  to  them  the  point  did 
not  arise. 


Dee.  15M.  M^amara  v.  Gibbs. 

A  defendant  X/EBT  for  "  service  and  attendance  done  and  performed 

dence  a  letter  ^7  ^^c  plaintiff  for  the  defendant.'*    Pleas — first,  nua*^ 

d^cdth*e*l7th  9"^™  i^^^^cbitatus  j  and  second,  payment, 

of  January,  The  plaintiff's  demand  was  for  his  services  at  the  election 

which  purport* 

ed  to  be  an  an-   of  the  defendant  as  one  of  the  Bridge  Masters  of  the  City 

•wcr  to  a  letter    ^^  ▼       j 
written  to  the       ^^  -LiOndon. 

'w^*  Thl**  uSi*^'       On  the  part  of  the  defendant,  a  letter,  written  by  the 

tirs  counsel  plaintiff  to  Mr.  Wallis,  dated  the  17th  of  Febrmary,  1841, 

w.'i  handwrif  was  put  in.    It  Commenced,  "  Dear  Sir, — I  feel  both  hnrt 

■3&re8fcd"r  *"^^  surprised  at  your  letter,''  and  then  went  on  to  state 

the  plaintiff,  various  matters  respecting  the  election,   and  inter  alia 

and  dated  the  . 

16th  of  Febru*   that  the  plaintiff  had  received  the  sum  of  £88. 

hS  no  po8t-^         ^  witness  was  called  in  reply,  who  proved  the  hand' 

"f?'^*?*  .       writing  of  Mr.  Wallis  to  a  letter,   dated  the   16th   of 

wished  to  give  ^  ' 

thii  letter  in      February,  1841,  addressed  to  the  plaintiff.    This  letter 

evidence  •«         ,     j 

being  the  letter  had  no  post-mark. 

to  which  that 

of  the  17th  was  an  answer. 

Held,  that  the  letter  of  the  16th  was  not  receivable  in  evidence,  unless  it  were  shewn  that  i^ 
was  the  letter  to  which  the  plaintiff's  letter  was  an  answer,  or,  at  least,  that  it  was  in  existeno^ 
before  the  date  of  the  plaintiff's  letter. 
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Kelly,  for  the  plaintiff,  proposed  to  give  this  letter  in         13^2 
evidence,  as  being  the  letter  to  which  the  plaintiff's  letter 
of  the  17th  of  February  was  an  answer. 


M'Namara 

V. 

GiBBS. 


Lord  Denman,  C.  J. — I  do  not  think  it  is  receivable  in 
evidence,  unless  you  can  shew  that  it  is  the  letter  to  which 
the  plaintiff's  letter  was  an  answer,  or,  at  least,  that  it  was 
in  existence  before  the  date  of  the  plaintiff's  letter.  Per 
86,  this  letter  is  not  receivable  in  evidence  at  all,  and  it  only 
becomes  so  by  being  shewn  to  be  a  letter  to  which  the 
plaintiff's  letter  is  an  answer.  For  aught  that  appears^ 
the  letter  may  have  been  written  yesterday  (a). 

Mr.  Wallis  was  called.  He  stated  that  his  letter  of  the 
16th  was  the  letter  to  which  the  plaintiff's  letter  of  the 
17th  was  an  answer;  and  he  also  proved,  that  a  letter  in 
his  hand- writing,  of  the  17th  of  February,  was  a  reply  to 
the  plaintiff's  letter  of  that  date,  which  was  already  in 
evidence ;  and  he  also  stated,  that  the  £88,  mentioned  in 
that  letter,  was  the  amount  of  money  paid  out  of  pocket  by 
the  plaintiff,  and  not  a  payment  to  him  for  his  services. 

Both  the  letters  of  Mr.  Wallis  were  read  {b)  • 

Lord  Dbnhan,  C.  J. — ^As  Mr.  Wallis  explains  this  sum 
of  £88  was  for  money  paid  by  the  plaintiff  out  of  pocket, 
the  plaintiff  is  clearly  entitled  to  something  more  for 
Us  services. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff  for  £23. 

KeUy  and  Montagu  Chambers,  for  the  plaintiff. 
-R.  V.  Richards  and  S.  Martin,  for  the  defendant 

[Attorniea — L,  Norton,  and  Jones  ^  B.'] 

(a)  See  the  case  of  Gibson  v.  (6)  See  the  case  of  Day  v.  Roe, 

^niy,  post,  p.  458.  Bart.,  7  C.  &  P.  705. 
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COURT  OF  COMMON  PLEAS. 


Sittings  in  London  in  Michaelmas  Term,  1840. 

B£FORE  MB.  JUSTICE  ERSKINE. 


Kov.  2Ui,  Richards  v.  Turner. 

On  the  trial  of  -L  HE  declaration  stated,  that  the  defendant^  on  the  6th 
wuu Ind  fta"*  of  ^^7^  1839,  assaulted  the  plaintiflF,  and  forced  him  to  go 
imprisonment     along  certain  public  streets  to  a  police  station-house,  and 

on  a  charge  of  *=^  '^  * 

felony,  if  the  from  thence  to  a  certain  prison,  and  kept  and  detained  hin 
•el  ask  his  wiu  ^  custody  for  a  space  of  thirty  hours,  &€•  ftc.  The  defends 
said  by  they'd".  ^^*  pleaded,  Ist,  not  guilty;  and,  2ndly,  that,  on  the  6Ui  of 
fcndant  when     j^ne,  1839,  the  plaintiff  stole  a  piece  of  cloth  of  the  value  nl 

the  parties  were  .  *        i        »_ 

before  the  ma-  12^.,  the  property  of  him  the  defendant,  and  that  he  there* 
fendant'f  coun'  upon  gavc  him  in  charge  to  one  John  Dear,  a  police  ofSoefi 
•el  may  ask,  on  ^^^  requested  Dear  to  keep  him  in  safe  custody,  and  con- 

cross-examin-  ^  ^  •" 

ation,  what  was  yey  him  before  a  magistrate,  to  be  examined  and  dealt  with 

gistrate.  according  to  law.  The  plea  went  on  to  state,  that  the  police 

of  juittfication*  officer  took  the  plaintiff  into  custody  and  conveyed  him  to 

in  such  a  case  h^q  station-housc  and  from  thence  to  prison,  and.  as  soon  as 

states,  that  the  . 

plaintiff  com-  conveniently  could  be,  carried  him  before  Sir  Peter  Lauiiei 

ny,  the  jury  ^*  One  of  the  magistrates  of  London,  by  whom  he  was  exam- 

q^Mrion  in  the  ^^^  *"^^  discharged,  and  concluded  thus: — "  and  by  means 

same  way  as  if  of  the  premises,  the  plaintiff  was  assaulted  and  imprisoned, 

they  were  sit- 
ting in  the  Cri-  and  kept  and  detained  in  prison  for  the  said  space  of  time 

tary?ng  the '^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  declaration  mentioned,  the  same  being  a  rea- 

pUiintiff  for  the  souablc  time  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  lawful  and  just 

and  if  a  wit-  for  the  causc  aforcsaid,''  &;c.     The  plaintiff  joined  issue  on 

mita'that  he  '  the  defendant's  plea  of  not  guilty,  and  to  the  special  plea 

Siiy"ru.e  repUed  de  injuria. 

fame  time,  be 

called  to  sustain  the  plea,  though  he  is  not  exactly  in  the  situation  of  an  accomplice,  yet  it 

leems  that  his  testimony  ought  to  receive  some  confirmation* 
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The  plaintiff  was  in  the  employ  of  the  defendant  at        1340. 
coffin-maker  and  undertaker  in  the  year  1839^  and  a  man      ^~>'     ^ 
named  Wade  was  in  the  same  employ.    In  the  month  v. 

€i  June  in  that  year,  the  plaintiff  haying  heard,  from 
a  person  named  Edwards,  that  Wade  had  been  guilty  of 
charging  the  defendant  more  than  he  had  actually  paid  for 
articles  which  he  was  sent  to  purchase,  informed  the  de- 
fendant of  it,  and  the  defendant,  upon  inquiry,  found  that 
the  charge  was  true,  and  having  missed  various  articles  from 
the  shop,  teld  Wade  that  he  suspected  him  of  having  stolen 
them,  and  that  if  he  made  a  confession  and  gave  the  things 
hack  he  would  not  prosecute  him.  Upon  this  Wade  con- 
fessed that  he  had  taken  various  things,  and  went  to  his 
kdgings  in  company  with  the  defendant  and  a  policeman, 
and  there  gave  up  to  the  defendant  hoods,  scarfs,  coffin- 
nails,  &c.  He  was  then  discharged  from  his  employment; 
and  the  plaintiff  continued  to  work  for  the  defendant  till 
the  3rd  of  the  following  month  of  July,  on  the  evening  of 
which  day  the  defendant's  wife  accused  him  of  having  par- 
ticipated in  the  robbery  committed  by  Wade,  and  the  plain- 
tiff immediately  left  the  shop,  and,  after  consulting  his 
lelatives,  two  letters  were  written  by  an  attorney  on  his  be- 
Imif,  requiring  '^  an  immediate  and  ftiU  retractation  of  the 
danderoua  words''  used  by  the  defendant's  wife.  No  notice 
was  taken  of  either  of  these  letters ;  but  on  the  5th  of  July 
the  plaintiff  was  taken  into  custody,  and  detained  all  night 
in  The  C!ompter,  and  taken  the  next  day  before  Sir  Peter 
Lanrie,  when,  after  some  investigation,  he  was  discharged 
out  of  custody. 

One  of  the  witnesses  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  was 
asked,  on  his  examination  in  chief,  as  to  certain  things 
suggested  to  have  been  said  by  the  defendant  when  the 
parties  were  before  the  magistrate;  and,  in  cross-examina- 
tion, he  was  asked  what  the  magistrate.  Sir  Peter  Laurie, 
wmd. 

Skee,  Serjt.,  for  the  plaintiff,  objected  to  the  statements 

E  £  2 


416  CASES  AT  NISI  PRIUS, 

1040.        made  by  the  magistrate.   We  did  not  ask  what  Sir  Peter 
^  Laurie  said,  but  what  the  defendant  himself  said. 

RlCHARDl 
V. 

Turner.  Bompos,  Serjt.,  for  the  defendant,  submitted  to  his  Lord- 

ship that  he  had  a  right  to  put  the  questions. 

Erskine,  J. — I  think  you  have.  They  have  asked  as  to 
some  things  that  were  said  before  the  magistrate^  and  that 
makes  all  that  passed  before  him  evidence. 

On  the  part  of  the  defendant.  Wade  was  called  as  a 
witness,  and  swore,  that,  while  he  and  the  plaintiff  were  at 
work  on  a  coffin  in  the  defendant's  shop,  and  were  using  a 
roll  of  black  cloth,  the  plaintiff  said  it  was  a  nice  piece  d 
cloth  and  would  make  a  nice  pair  of  trousers,  and  that  he 
tore  off  about  two  yards  and  took  it  away,  and  he,  the  wit- 
ness, took  away  a  similar  piece.  He  also  swore^  that  the 
plaintiff  and  himself  had  previously  stolen  a  quantily 
of  coffin-nails  belonging  to  the  defendant. 

A  police  officer,  named  Dear,  was  also  called  as  a  wit- 
ness for  the  defence.  He  proved  the  taking  of  the  plain- 
tiff into  custody;  and  then  said,^'  I  told  him  that  he  was  taken 
for  taking  a  piece  of  cloth  from  Mr.  Turner.  I  afterwards 
took  him  to  The  Compter ;  when  I  knocked  at  The  Comp- 
ter door,  he  said  to  me,  '  Why  does  not  Mr.  Turner  give 
Wade  in  charge  for  taking  a  piece  of  cloth  at  the  same 
time  as  I  took  mine,  for  he  took  a  piece  of  more  value  than 
I  did?'  The  door  of  The  Compter  was  by  this  time 
opened,  and  I  said  to  him,  '  I  have  nothing  to  do  with 
that.'  I  took  him  before  Sir  Peter  Laurie  the  following 
morning.  The  two  letters  were  produced  by  Mr.  Turner. 
Sir  Peter  first  asked  Mr.  Turner,  whether  he  meant  to 
prosecute  Wade;  Mr.  Turner  said  no;  he  had  promised 
Wade  he  would  not,  by  his  telling  him  where  the  things 
were.  Mr.  Turner  said  he  did  not  wish  to  prosecute 
Richards ;  a  solicitor  then  rose,  and  said  they  intended  to 
enter  an  action.  Sir  Peter  Laurie  said,  '  A  parcel  of  non- 
sense! no  doubt  they  are  both  guilty;'  and  to  the.  plain- 
tiff he  said,  '  You  are  well  off,'  or  something  of  that  sort." 
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Erskine^  J.,  in  summing  up^  (after  stating  the  declar- 
ation and  pleas),  observed : — ^There  is  no  difficulty  on  the 
evidenee  as  to  the  plea  of  not  guilty.  The  question  on 
the  second  plea  will  be,  whether  you  are  satisfied  upon  the 
evidence  that  the  plaintiff  was  guilty  of  the  felony;  and 
you  will  now  try  that  question  in  the  same  way  as  if  you 
were  sitting  at  the  Old  Bailey,  trying  the  plaintiff  for  the 
offence  itself^  With  respect  to  the  witness  Wade,  he  is 
pot  exactly  in  the  situation  of  an  accomplice  examined  on 
the  indictment,  because  he  has  not  the  motive  of  saving 
himself  by  accusing  another ;  but  still  he  is  a  thief,  and 
his  character  is  tainted,  and  you  would,  probably,  consider 
that  his  testimony  required  confirmation.  The  question 
aa  to  him  will  be,  was  his  statement  made  to  revenge  him- 
self upon  fiichards  for  informing  against  him,  or  was  it 
honestly  and  bona  fide  made  ?  There  certainly  was  great 
negligence  in  not  searching  for  the  property.  [His  Lord- 
ship then  read  the  evidence  of  Dear  the  witness,  and  said :] 
If  you  believe  Dear^s  evidence,  then  you  will  say  what  mean- 
ing you  attach  to  the  words  which,  he  says,  were  used  by 
the  plaintiff,  whether  the  plaintiff  meant  to  admit  his  own 
goat,  or  used  them  as  a  mere  argument  or  reasoning  with 
the  officer.  Certainly,  if  this  confession  was  made,  then  the 
oonduct  before  the  magistrate  is  very  inexplicable.  It  does 
JMem  very  extraordinary,  if  the  plaintiff  knew  he  had  made 
A  confession  the  day  before,  that  he  should,  after  Turner 
Jiad  agreed  to  let  him  off,  allow  his  solicitor  to  make  the 
observation  he  did.  If,  upon  the  whole,  you  are  satisfied 
that  the  plaintiff  did  commit  the  felony,  then  you  will  find 
jour  verdict  for  the  defendant.  If  you  are  not  satisfied  of 
ihat,  then  you  will  consider  what  damages  you  will  give  the 
jplaintiff. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff — Damages  one  farthing. 

8hee,  Serjt.,  and  Payne,  for  the  plaintiff. 
Bamptu,  Serjt.,  and  Clarkson,  for  the  defendant. 

{^Aitorme^^  Ross f  and  IV.  C,  Humphreys, ^ 
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Sittings  in  Middlesex  after  Hilary  Term,  1842. 

BEFORE  MB.  JUSTICE  COLTMAN. 


DoTLEj  Enight,  v.  O'Dohbrtt. 

A.  (the  plain-  JjIBEL  in  an  affidavit. — ^The  declaration  set  out  that  the 
r^  nisTfo*  a*  defendant,  contriving  and  fraudnlently  intending  to  injure 
criminal  infor-    the  plaintiiT,  did  compose  and  publish  the  libel.     But  it 

matton  against       . 

B.  (the  defend-  did  not  Contain  the  averment  suggested  by  Holrayd,  J.,  in 
ing  him  a  chai-  Flint  V.  IHke  {o),  namely,  that  where  the  libellous  matter 
affldavi*8  con-*  ^^  uttcrcd  Under  circumstances  which  make  it  priml 
tained  matters  facie  privileged,  it  should  be  stated  to  have  been  spoken 

of  high  censure  .  . 

against  B.  The  malidously,  and  without  reasonable  and  probable  cause. 
in  shewing    '    Flcas,  uot  guilty;  and  that  the  subject-matter  of  the  libel 

cause  against  ^^ 

this  rule,  was      ^^  ^^^®- 

recriminatory,        Thg  defendant  scut  a  challenge  to  Sir  J.  M.  Doyle,  the 

and  would,  un-  ,      , 

der  other  cir-  plaintiff,  whcreupou  the  plaintiff  moved  the  Court  of 
have  i^'en  libel-  Quecn's  Bench  for  a  criminal  information  against  him.  The 
^°"/*       _^       affidavit,  upon  which  the  information  was  moved,  set  out 

In  an  action  .  .      . 

by  A.  against  the  military  services  &c.  of  the  plaintiff  as  colonel  in  the 

contained  in  British  army  and  E.  C.  B. ;  and,  among  other  matters,  it 

i^'wa?  hcw  *^'  stated  that  the  defendant  had  been  dismissed  from  the 

that  B.  was  British  service  by  sentence  of  a  court-martial,  under  dr- 

jiistified  in  set-  .     "^  , 

ting  forth  any  cumstauccs  which  would  iu  the  opinion  of  officers  and  gen- 
s^ecuTg  a"/'"  tlemen  disentitle  him  to  attention  in  regard  to  any  appeal, 
he'Llght  think  ^^^^^  ^®  designated  an  appeal  of  honour.  The  defendant's 
would  disin-      affidavit,  to  shew  cause  against  the  rule,  set  out  drcuni- 

cline  the  court 

to  entertain  the  stauccs  explanatory  of  his  dismissal  from  the  British  service ; 

A^Vruie!"    ^    *^d  then  went  on  to  say,  that  "it  ill  became  the  said  Sir  J. 

M.  Doyle  to  make  any  allusion  to  the  said  court-martial^ 
for  that  the  said  Sir  J.  M.  Doyle  himself  was,  on  or  about 
the  1st  of  May,  1834,  ignominiously  dismissed  the  service 

(a)  4  B.  &  C.  473. 
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of  Iiis  Imperial  Majesty,  Don  Pedro,  upon  the  complaint  of  1342. 

his  fellow-officers,  who  refused  to  sit  down  at  the  same  ^^ — ' 

table  with  him,  in  consequence  of  his  having  submitted  to  t. 

severe  personal  chastisement  at  the  hands  of  General  ^'^»=»t^- 
Bacon,  on  several  occasions,  without  resenting  the  same.'' 
Upon  this  libel  the  action  was  brought. 

Kfwwies  and  Miller,  for  the  defendant,  submitted  that 
the  plaintiff  must  be  called;  because  the  libellous  matter 
arose  in  the  course  of  a  judicial  proceeding,  and  could  not 
be  the  ground  of  an  action,  however  false  the  assertions 
of  the  libel  might  be  in  fact ;  according  to  the  doctrine  in 
AMtley,  Bart.,  v.  Y(mnge{b).  Nor  was  the  libel  in  any  way 
irrelevant  to  the  affidavit  of  the  plaintiff,  which  it  proposed 
to  answer;  for  all  that  the  plaintiff  ought  to  have  done,  in 
applying  for  the  criminal  information,  should  have  been  to 
set  out  to  the  Court  the  letter  containing  the  challenge ; 
but  he  goes  further,  and  states  voluntarily,  that  the  de- 
fendant is  not  entitled  to  the  satisfaction  of  a  gentleman. 
This  latter  assertion  was  wholly  irrelevant,  and  it  was 
right  for  the  defendant  to  set  out  all  the  circumstances  in 
explanation  of  his  conduct.  What  he  8ays>  therefore, 
clearly  arises  out  of  the  affidavit  of  the  plaintiff;  and  the 
defendant's  affidavit  in  answer,  far  from  being  irrelevant, 
was  effectual  to  its  end,  so  as  that  the  Court  discharged 
the  rule  for  a  criminal  information.  The  defendant  was 
therefore  justified  in  making  that  affidavit,  because  it  was 
made  in  the  course  of  a  judicial  proceeding.  It  will  be 
urged  that  this  libel  was  malicious,  as  set  out  in  the  de- 
claration. At  any  rate,  it  is  not  alleged  to  have  been 
without  reasonable  and  probable  cause,  as  suggested  by 
Hobroyd,  J.,  in  Flint  v.  Pike  (c) .  Is  it  collateral  and  ir- 
relevant? The  Court  of  Queen^s  Bench  is  asked  to  exercise 
their  extraordinary  jurisdiction;  and  to  further  this  end, 
there  is  a  series  of  facts  set  out  which  calls  for  an  answer: 

(6)  2  Burr.  807.  (c)  4  B.  &  C.  480. 
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1842.  among  other  things^  the  titles  and  honours  of  Sir  J.  M. 

^    ^^    ^  Doyle.  This  might  be  considered  to  strengthen  his  credit, 

o.  and  to  weaken  that  of  the  party  against  whom  the  infor- 

o'DoH.ETT.  ^^^^^  ig  ^^^^j.  ^^  disparages  his  conduct,  too,  and  says, 

that  he  is  not  a  gentleman.  If  these  things  be  not  an- 
swered^ it  would  give  an  unfair  advantage  to  the  plaintiflT. 
The  affidavit^  in  answer,  therefore  goes  on  to  say  that  Sir 
J.  M.  Doyle  was  in  the  same  predicament  as  the  defendant. 
In  fact,  the  assumed  libel  is  pertinent  and  relevant  as  af- 
fecting the  credit  of  each  of  the  parties,  according  to  the 
ruling  in  Trotman  v.  Dunn  {d). 

Sir  T,  Wilde  and  Tdlfourdj  Serjts.,  and  E.  Jame9,  contriL 
— It  cannot  be  said  that  the  rule  was  discharged,  for  the 
reason  that  the  libellous  matter  here  was  an  answer  to  the 
assertions  of  the  plaintiff.  The  rule  was  discharged  be- 
cause the  plaintiff  shewed  in  his  affidavit  that  the  defend- 
ant^ not  being  a  gentleman,  nor  entitled  to  satisfaction ,  at 
the  hand  of  any  gentleman,  the  Court  was  safe  in  not 
interfering,  for  there  would  be  no  breach  of  the  peace.  The 
Court  interferes  only  to  prevent  a  duel ;  not  where  thej 
see  that  no  duel  will  take  place.  The  discharge  of  the 
rule,  therefore,  raises  no  presumption  as  to  the  pertinency 
of  the  defendant's  affidavit.  Neither  is  it  law,  that  what  ii 
false  may  be  stated  in  a  judicial  proceeding,  or  that  coun- 
sel in  the  conduct  of  a  cause  may  make  any  assertions 
they  please.  Counsel  may  not  state  what  is  irrelevant,  as 
was  said  by  Holroyd,  J.,  in  Hodgson  v.  Scarlett  {e).  Ap- 
plying the  doctrine  there  laid  down  to  the  present  case, 
where  it  shall  appear  that  the  libellous  matter  is  irrele- 
vant, an  action  will  lie  for  it.  It  is  irrelevant,  because 
even  if  all  that  is  said  respecting  the  plaintifif  having  been 

(<f)  4  Campbell,  211.  Where  A.  action  can  be  maintained  against 

bavingsummoned  B.,  bis  master,  be-  bim  by  A.  for  defamation ;  aUter^  if 

fore  a  court  of  conscience  for  wages,  tbe  words  be  spoken  malidouiljrt 

and  B.  wben  tbere   utters  words  tbougb  addressed  to  tbe  court, 

imputing  felony  to  A.  Iftbiscbarge  {e)  Hodgson  v.  Scarlett^  1  B.& 

be  necessary  to  B.'s  defence,  no  Aid.  246.     Per  Uolrcyd^  J. — «  No 
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dismissed  from  the  Spanish  service  were  true,  the  plaintiff 
is  still  entitled  to  be  protected  by  the  Court  from  this  chal- 
lenge. The  object  of  the  affidavit  therefore  being  to 
prevent  the  rule  frx>m  being  made  absolute,  the  libellous 
matter  is  such  as  could  not  affect  the  judgment  of  the 
Court  one  way  or  the  other.  According  to  the  ruling  of 
Lord  Mansfield  in  Aatley,  Bart.,  v.  Younge  (ff),  so  here ;  Is 
this  libel  anything  but  a  collateral  recrimination  ? 


1842. 


DOTLB 

V. 

O'DOHBRTT. 


CoLTMAN,  J. — I  must  decide  for  the  defendant  on  the 
first  plea.  I  cannot  see  that  this,  which  is  called  a  libel,  is 
so  irrelevant  to  the  matter  in  the  plaintiff^s  affidavit  as  is 
urged.  This  is  an  application  to  the  Court  of  Queen^s 
Bench  for  its  extraordinary  jurisdiction,  to  grant  a  criminal 
information  against  the  defendant.  The  defendant  in  such 
case  is  not  to  have  his  hands  tied;  and  he  is  justified  in 
giving  the  best  reasons  he  can  why  the  Court  should  refuse 
the  rule.  He  might  think  that  the  setting  forth  of  these 
things^  respecting  the  plaintiff's  past  conduct,  would  dis- 
incline the  Court  to  entertain  the  rule.  Had  the  matter 
been  said  on  another  occasion,  no  doubt  it  would  have 
been  highly  libellous. 

Nonsuit. 

Sir  T.  Wilde  and  Talfourdy  Serjts.,  and  E,  James,  for 
the  plaintiff. 

Knowles  and  Miller,  for  the  defendant. 


action  18  maintainable  against  the 
party,  nor,  consequently,  against 
the  counsel,  who  is  in  a  similar 
situation,  for  words  spoken  in  a 
court  of  justice.  If  they  be  fair 
comments  upon  the  evidence,  and 
be  relevant  to  the  matter  in  issue, 
then,  unless  express  malice  be 
shewn,  the  occasion  justifies  them. 
}£,  however,  it  be  proved  that  they 


were  not  spoken  bon^  fide,  or  if  ex- 
press malice  be  shewn,  then  they 
may  be  actionable;  at  least,  our 
judgment  in  the  present  case  does 
not  decide  that  they  would  not  be 
so."  See  the  case  of  Kendillon  v. 
Maliby,  antCy  p.  402. 

{g)  Astley,  Bart.,  v.  Younge,  2 
Burr.  810. 
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Sittings  at  Westminster  after  Trinity  Term,  1842. 

BEFORB    MK«   JUSTICE   ERSKINE. 


June  I7th,  Steedman  V.  BosE. 

On  a  replica-  ASSUMPSIT  by  the  plaintiff,  as  payee,  against  the  i^ 
infancy  that  fendant  as  drawer  of  a  foreign  bill  of  exchange.  Second 
pUe?werenc-'  coxmt,  for  goods  sold  and  delivered.  Third  count,  on 
ccssaries,  the     ^j^  account  stated. 

question  is  not 

only  whether         Plea  to  the  wholc  declaration,  infancy. 

were  of  a  kind       Replication,  as  to  the  goods  sold  and  delifered,  that  they 

niUwary^to  a    ^^'^  neccssaries,  and,  as  to  the  residue,  a  denial  of  ths 

person  in  the       infancy, 
station  of  the  " 

defendant,  but  This  actiou  was  brought  to  recover  the  sum  of  JS60  for 

the  d^fe^ndant  clothcs,  glovcs,  and  Other  similar  articles,  supplied  to  ibe 

•u*^  1  "ofthwe  defendant,  in  the  years  1882  and  1888,  when  he  was  an 

articles  at  the  officer  ou  board  H.  M.  ship  Pelorus,  and  it  was  proved 

time  of  the  sale     ,,,^,  ,  n  e^'     r^  -n 

by  the  plaintiff,  that  the  defendant  was  the  son  of  Sir  George  Kose,  bart, 

S;'  ii^S.'S-  M.  p.  for  Christchurch. 

P?*;*^?Z****  For  the  defendant,  witnesses  were  called  who  proved 

plaintiff  were  ,    ,  '  ,  *^ 

not  necessaries,  that  whcu  he  joined  the  Pelorus,  in  the  early  part  of  1882, 
tiff  cannot  V°-  ^  master's  mate,  he  was  supplied  by  his  father  with  an 
and^if^r  Mt™  *  outfit  Sufficient  for  three  years,  consisting  of  fifty-two  pair 
supply  goods  to  of  trouscrs,  dress  uniforms,  and  other  things  suitable  to  hii 
without  ascer-  Station,  and  that  he  was  bom  in  the  year  1814,  and  con- 
the'r  such  pVr-  seq^cntly  was  between  eighteen  and  nineteen  years  of  age 
ion  be  already  ^hcu  thc  goods  wcrc  Supplied.  It  was  also  proved  that 
with  such  arti-  the  defendant  visited  the  Governor,  Sir  Lowry  Cole,  when 

cles  he  does  so 

at  the  risk  of  &t  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  attended  various  balls  and 
proved*to\e      Other  parties  at  the  Gt)vemment  House  there. 

not  necessary 

at  the  time  of  the  supply,  by  reason  of  the  person  being  already  fully  supplied  with  such  articlcty 

and  of  thereby  failing  in  an  action  for  the  recovery  of  their  price. 


TRINITY  TERM,  5  VICT.— C.  P.  428 

Among  the  articles  supplied  were  dress  coats  and 
other  articles  of  dress^  and  a  green  veil^  which  was  said 
to  be  used  at  the  Cape  to  protect  the  eyes  firom  the 
dust. 

Ebskinb^  J. — ^There  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt  of  the 
infancy  of  the  defendant  when  these  goods  were  supplied. 
The  main  question  is^  whether  they  were  necessaries  or 
not.  Now  to  determine  that  question  it  is  certainly  im- 
portant to  advert  to  the  connexions  and  station  in  life  of 
the  defendant.  He  is  proved  to  be  the  son  of  Sir  (George 
Rose,  a  gentleman  of  great  distinction^  and  that  he  filled 
the  situation  of  an  ofiGicer  on  board  one  of  Her  Majesty's 
ships^  the  Pelorus^  and  consequently  the  articles  supplied, 
which  consisted  of  dress  coats  and  other  articles  of  dress, 
do  not  appear  to  be  unsuitable  to  the  defendant's  station 
m  life.  But  that  is  not  the  only  consideration  in  deter- 
mining the  question  whether  these  articles  were  neces- 
saries or  not,  for  if  it  appears  that  the  defendant  was 
fiimished  with  an  abundant  supply  of  such  articles  of  dress 
ss  were  suitable  to  his  station  at  the  time  when  these  goods 
▼ere  supplied,  they  could  not  be  necessaries  at  that  time. 
Now  it  is  proved  that  in  the  early  part  of  1832,  when  the 
defendant  joined  the  Pelorus,  he  had  an  abundant  outfit, 
niffident  to  have  lasted  for  three  years ;  and  it  does  not 
leem  that  any  casualty  occurred  on  board  the  ship  to  ren- 
der a  further  supply  necessary  upon  the  defendant's  arrival 
at  the  Cape.  There  are  some  articles,  such  as  gloves, 
the  green  veil,  some  repairs,  and  gold  lace  supplied 
in  the  course  of  them,  which,  at  any  rate,  must  be 
considered  necessaries,  and  for  these  I  think  the  plain- 
tiff is  entitled  to  a  verdict.  As  to  the  other  things,  the 
plaintiff  might  have  known,  if  he  had  inquired  of  the 
captain  of  the  ship,  that  the  defendant  was  fully  supplied 
with  them.  He  certainly  was  not  bound  to  make 
such  inquiriefl;   but  not  having  done  so,  he  takes  the 
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COURT  OF  COMMON  PLEAS. 


SUtingt  in  London  in  Michaelmat  TVrn^  1840. 

BEFORS  MB.  JUSTICE  ERSKINB. 


On  lh«  trial  of 


Biitrate,  Iht  de- 
lendant'i  coun- 


nid  by  iha 

Whei 
of  JiutiflcRtion 


plaintlffcom- 
milted  the  fclo- 
nj,  ths  Jury 

quntlsn  in  the 

they  were  lil. 
ting  in  the  Cri- 
minal Coait 
trying  tlic 
pialniifffoclbe 
offence  iuelf; 
tuid  ifavil- 
neti,  ivha  ad- 

■tole  (imilar 
property 


BiCHARDS  V.  TURNES. 

XhE  declaration  stated,  that  the  defendant,  on  tb 
of  -ruly,  1839,  assaulted  the  plaintiff,  and  forced  liim 
along  certain  public  streets  to  a  police  atation-hoiuai 
from  thence  to  a  certain  prison,  and  kept  and  detainai 
in  custody  for  a  space  of  thirty  hours,  Ssc.  &c.   Thadr 
ant  pleaded,  1st,  not  guilty;  and,  2ndly,  that,  onthttf 
June,  1839,  the  plaintiff  stole  a  piece  of  cloth  of  the  tr 
124.,  the  property  of  him  the  defendant,  and  that  he  ; 
upon  gave  him  in  charge  to  one  John  Dear,  a  poliov  i 
and  requested  Dear  to  keep  him  in  safe  custody,  mn 
rey  him  before  a  magistrate,  to  be  examined  and  det 
according  to  law.  The  plea  went  on  to  state,  that  th 
officer  took  the  plaintiff  into  custody  and  conTiyei 
the  station-house  and  &om  thence  to  prison,  and,  a-' 
conveniently  could  be,  carried  him  before  Sir  Pstc- 
one  of  the  magistrates  of  London,  by  whom  he  w 
ined  and  discharged,  and  concluded  thus: — ''and ' 
of  the  premises,  the  plaintiff  was  assaolted  and  isn 
and  kept  and  detained  in  prison  for  the  Slid  Mptc 
in  the  said  declaration  mentioned,  the  same  br 
BOnable  time  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  l&wf. 
for  the  cause  aforcaaid,"  &c.     The  plaintiff  jmi. 
the  defendant's  plea  of  not  guilty,  and  to  Uic 
replied  de  injuria. 
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to  which  he  was  justified  in  leaving  the  goods^  when  the 
auctioneer  refused  to  let  him  measure  them  be£oire  the 
payment. 

EasKiNE^  3.f  (in  summing  up)^  said^  as  to  the  third  and 
fourth  pleasj  it  was  very  clear^  that^  by  the  contract  of 
the  parties^  only  the  small  remnants  should  be  absolutely 
taken  at  the  measurement  in  the  catalogue ;  and^  there- 
fore^  that  other  goods  were  to  be  subject  to  examination  and 
measurement  by  the  purchasers  of  them.  And  it  was 
admitted  that  if  there  were  any  deficiency^  the  sale  should 
not  be  vitiated^  but  a  deduction  should  be  made  to  the 
amount  of  the  deficiency.  The  plaintiff  sud  that  the 
goodS|  according  to  the  4th  condition,  were  to  be  paid 
for  before  they  were  delivered  to  the  purchaser  or  ex- 
amined or  measured  by  him;  and  the  defendant  in- 
sisted that  though  they  were  to  be  paid  fcxr  before  deli- 
very or  removal,  yet  that  he  had  a  right  before  he  paid  to 
examine  the  goods,  and  see  whether  they  corresponded 
in  quantity  and  quality  with  those  he  had  bought. 
The  defendant  was  not  bound  to  take  any  other  artide 
than  that  which  he  had  bought.  But  it  was  for  the  jury 
to  say  whether  there  were  evidence  that  the  purchaser  had 
a  right  to  examine  the  different  lots,  and  ascertain  whether 
they  had  been  rightly  described  in  the  quantity  and 
quality  before  he  paid  lus  money.  Shall  the  auctioneer 
have  the  security  of  the  money  in  his  hands  before  he 
gives  the  goods  to  the  purchaser  for  inspection ;  or  shall 
the  purchaser  have  the  security  of  the  goods  in  his  hands 
for  inspection  before  he  pays  over  the  money  to  the 
auctioneer?  The  current  of  evidence  was,  that  it  was 
most  convenient  that  the  measurement  should  take  plaoe 
after  the  payment.  But  the  jury  must  say  whether  there 
were  circumstances  here  shewing  that  there  is  a  costoBi 
which  would  engraft  upon  this  sale  the  condition  con- 
tended for,  in  the  third  and  fourth  pleas.  [His  Lordship 
then  went  over  the  evidence,  and  concluded  as  follows : — ] 
That  the  questions  for  the  jury  were  on  the  third  and 
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fourth  issues^  whether  it  was  one  of  the  conditiona  of  sale 
that  the  purchaser  should  be  allowed  to  inspect^  and  ex- 
amine^ and  measure  each  lot  purchased  by  him^  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  if  the  same  were  of  the  proper 
quantity,  quality,  and  description,  according  to  the  con- 
tract  of  sale,  before  the  payment  of  the  money?  If  the 
jury  found  in  the  affirmative  the  yerdict  should  be  for  the 
defendant;  and  further,  he  asked  whether  they  found  any 
general  custom  of  trade  to  allow  the  purchaser  so  to  in- 
spect, and  examine,  and  measure  the  lots,  where  the  goods 
are  to  be  paid  for  <m  or  before  delivery,  and  where  the 
purchasers  are  allowed  deductions  for  deficient  measure, 
and  nothing  is  expressed  in  the  conditions  of  sale  as  to 
the  time  or  place  of  the  measurement  (a)  ? 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff  for  the  sum  claimed. 

E&sKiNE,  J. — Then  you  find  that  neither  of  the  condi- 
tions set  out  in  the  third  and  fourth  pleas  were  part  of 
the  terms  and  conditions  agreed  on  between  the  parties  ? 

The  Foreman. — ^No.    We  take  the  catalogue. 

Taffimrdy  Serjt.,  Cromptan  and  Wordgworth,  for  the 
plaintiff. 

Bonq)a8  and  Channell,  Serjts.,  and  Miller,  for  the  de- 
fendant. 

[Attomies — Staffiordy  and  Fisher  4r  De  Jerse^,"^ 


1843. 


Afterwards,  in  Michaelmas  Term,  1842,  Bompas,  Serjt.,      Nov,  13tn* 


(a)  For  cases  in  which  certain 
aeti  amount  to  delivery  and  ac- 
eeptance,  see  Chaplin  v.  Rogers,  1 
Esity  192y  and  Elmore  v.  Stone,  1 
Taimt,  458.  Sed  T^rBayley,  J.,  (in 
Howe y. Palmer,  3  B.  &  Aid. 324,) 
''In  Elmore  v.  Stotie,  the  buyer 
directed  expense  to  be  incurred; 


and  the  directing  of  that  expense 
was  considered  evidence  of  an  ac- 
ceptance on  his  part.  That  case 
goes  as  far  as  any  case  ought  to 
go^  and  I  think  we  ought  not  to 
go  one  step  beyond  it  But  I 
must  say,  however,  that  I  doubt 
the  authority  of  that  decision." 
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Pbttitt 

V. 

Mitchell. 


having  obtained  a  rule  nisi  to  enter  a  verdict  for  the  defend- 
ant^ the  Court  upheld  the  ruling  of  his  Lordship;  and  they 
held  that  delivery^  according  to  the  terms  of  the  catalogue^ 
was  contra-distinguished  firom  '^ clearing  away :''  and^  there- 
fore, "  delivery'*  meant  delivery  even  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
specting or  measuring;  and,  therefore,  that  payment  must 
be  before  such  delivery.  They  also  distinguished  this 
case  from  those  of  Longman  v.  Smith  (i),  Howe  v.  Palmer  (c)i 
and  others,  cited  at  the  Bar,  where  the  sale  was  by  sam* 
pie,  in  which  case  the  purchaser  had  a  right  to  see,  before 
payment,  that  his  purchase  corresponded  with  the  sample* 
Whereas  here  was  the  sale  of  a  parcel  of  goods  of  a  marked 
number,  and  for  a  certain  and  ascertained  price;  goods 
which  had  been  measured;  and  the  measurement  was  part 
of  the  description.  They  said,  too,  that  with  respect  to 
the  law  implying  such  a  custom  as  that  contended  for  by 
the  defendant,  by  reason  of  the  convenience  of  trade,  it  was 
more  for  the  convenience  of  trade,  that  the  auctioneeri 
who  was  a  middle  man  and  independent  of  both  partiesy 
and  a  known  man,  should  be  allowed  to  measure  between 
the  buyer  and  seller,  and  be  entrusted  with  the  purchase 
money,  [than  that  an  unknown  purchaser  should  be  en- 
trusted with  the  goods  to  measure  them  before  paying 
their  price. 


{h)  1  B.&  C.  1.  The  buyer  of 
a  parcel  of  wheat,  by  sample,  has 
a  right  to  inspect  the  whole  in  bulk 
at  any  proper  and  convenient  Ume; 
and  if  the  seller  refuse  to  shew  it, 
the  buyer  may  rescind  the  con- 
tract. Abbott f  C.  J. — **  It  appears 
here,  that,  by  the  usage  of  the  place, 
the  buyer  has  a  right  to  inspect 
the  wheat  in  bulk;  which  is  so 
reasonable,  that,  without  such 
usage,  the  law  would  give  him  that 
right." 

(c)  3  B.  &  Aid.  321.  The  de- 
fendant at  a  public  market  bought 
of  the  plaintiff  12  bushels  of  tares, 


constituting  part  of  a  larger  quan- 
tity in  bulk,  to  remain  in  the  vend- 
or's  possession  till  called  for;  and  the 
vendor  set  the  purchase  i^Murt  for 
him: — Held,  no  acceptance.  And 
per  Abbott^  C.  J. — **  It  is  clear  that 
he  had  a  right  to  make  any  objee- 
tion  at  the  time  when  they  wen 
tendered  to  him  for  acceptance. 
If  the  defendant  in  this  case  had 
gone  to  the  plaintiff's  granary  to 
demand  the  tares,  and,  upon  in- 
spection, had  discovered  that  they 
did  not  correspond  with  the  sample^ 
it  is  impossible  to  say  that  he  ni^glit 
not  have  made  the  objection." 
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Sittings  in  London  in  Trinity  Term,  1842. 

BEFORE  MR.   JUSTICE    CRESSWELL. 


Sutherland  v.  McLaughlin.  June  5th. 

Assumpsit.— The  declaration  was  for  work  and  labour  The  carriage  of 

/  ,         ,  .     \        .  1  ^'  ^•^  driven 

(not  stating  in  what  capacity)^  with  a  count  upon  an  ac-  against  the  car- 

count  stated.    Plea,  non  assumpsit.  whereby  M.'i 

It  was  opened  by  Shee,  Seijt.,  for  the  plaintiff,  that  the  J^^^»»  ^«^  J™- 

plaintiff  was  a  surgeon,  and  that  the  present  action  was  trial  of  an  ac- 

,  ,  ,    -  ,.        ^       -  .  •  •        XX      J-         tion  of  trespass 

brought  for  a  compensation  for  his  services  in  attending  by  M.  against 
the  defendant,  who  had  had  his  thigh  dislocated  in  going  f'gJiL^on/^;^ 
to  Epsom  races,  and  for  which  he  had  recovered  600/.  da-  called  as  a  wit- 

,  ness  for  M.| 

mages  against  Mr.  Pryor,  whose  carriage  had  occasioned  who  recovered 

*1*«  :.«;»«»  /^\  ^^^  damages 

the  injury  (a).  against  p. 

It  was  proved  by  Mr.  Souter  that  he  had  heard  from  the  ^  a^wwards 

-^  *'  brought  an  ac- 

defendant  that  the  plaintiff  had  attended  him,  and  that  the  tion  against  M. 

defendant  had  told  him  that  the  plaintiff's  bill  was  50/.,  but  as  a  surgeon  in 

that  he  thought  it  a  great  charge.      This  witness  also  after  hu^thigh 

stated,  that  the   defendant  had   told  him   that  he  had  jf*»>'oken. 

The  counsel  of 

lecovered  600/.  in  the  action  he  had  brought  against  Mr.  s.  proposed  to 

•B ,,>  go  Into  evi- 

rTyor(0).  dencetoshew 

It  was  also  proved  by  Mr.  Child  that  he  was  present  at  ^^^^  the*'*'*** 
the  trial  of  the  action  brought  by  the  present  defendant  amount  of  his 

charge  for  at- 

igainst  Mr.  Pryor,  and  that  on  that  trial  the  present  plaintiff  tendanw  on  M. 
vas  examined  as  a  witness  on  behalf  of  the  then  plaintiff,  evidencf  on'the 
who  was  the  present  defendant.  *."**  °^  ^J?  *c- 

*  tion  by  M. 

against  P. : 
— Held,  that 
(a)  See  the  case  of  McLaughlin      of  what  occurred  on  a  former  trial,   such  evidence 

▼.  Pryor,  ante,  p.  354.  see  the  case  of  Doe  d.  Lloyd  v.   ^J*^"<»*  »d™"- 

(()  As  to  the  production  of  the      Passitiffham,  2  C.  &  P.  440. 

^  prius  record  to  let  in  evidence 

▼OL.  I.  F  F  N.  P. 
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1842.  Petersdorff,  for  the  plaintiff^  proposed  to  ask  Mr.  Child 

' — '^'^'^      what  the  present  plaintifiF  said,  on  giving  his  evidence  upon 

DUTHBRLAMD  mm 

V,  that  trial,  as  to  the  amount  of  his  charges  for  attendance 

'on  the  present  defendant  in  respect  of  the  dislocation  of 
his  thigh. 

Gaselee,  Serjt.,  for  the  defendant. — I  submit  that  what 
the  present  plainti£f  said  on  that  trial  is  not  receivable  in 
evidence  on  the  present  trial.  A  party  is  not  bound  by 
every  thing  that  every  one  whom  he  calls  as  a  witness  may 
choose  to  say  on  a  trial. 

Shee,  Serjt. — ^As  the  present  plaintiff  was  called  as  a 
witness  by  the  present  defendant,  it  must  be  taken  that 
what  he  said  on  that  trial  was  said  with  the  knowledge  of 
the  latter ;  and  it  is  not  simply  that  the  present  plaintiff 
was  called  as  a  witness  by  the  present  defendant,  but  the 
present  defendant  obtained  the  benefit  of  what  the  present 
plaintiff  then  stated  by  the  verdict  that  was  obtained 
against  Mr.  Pryor,  and,  further,  it  cannot  be  supposed  that 
the  present  defendant  called  a  witness  to  say  what  was 
untrue. 

Gaselee,  Serjt. — The  argument  on  the  other  side  is  fal- 
lacious. It  is  argued  that  this  evidence  is  admissible 
because  the  present  defendant  called  the  present  plaintiff 
as  a  witness  on  the  former  trial,  and  therefore  is  bound  by 
all  he  said  in  giving  evidence  when  so  called ;  but  it  should 
be  observed,  that  when  a  party  calls  a  witness  he  not  only 
cannot  tell  what  that  witness  will  say,  but  he  would  not  be 
allowed  to  discredit  the  evidence  of  that  witness,  even  if 
the  evidence  was  the  very  contrary  of  all  that  he  ex- 
pected. 

Cresswell,  J. — I  think  that  a  party  cannot  make  evi* 
dence  for  himself  by  what  he  says  in  another  cause.  I 
think  I  ought  not  to  receive  the  evidence. 
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The  eyidence  was  rejected.  1942, 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  damages  35/.  (a).  Sutherland 

M'Lauohlin. 

Shee,  Seqt,,  and  Petersdorff,  for  the  plaintiff. 
Gaselee,  Serjt.,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attornies — Edye,  and  Oliver, "] 

(o)  See  the  cases  of  Battersby  v.  Lttwrence,  attU,  p.  277,  and  Little 
▼.  Oldaker,  ante,  p.  370. 


COURT  OF  EXCHEQUER. 


Sittings  in  London  after  Michaelmas  Term,  1841. 

BEFORE  LORD  ABINOER,  C.  B. 


Catherwood  V.  Caslon.  Dec.  nth. 

Action  for  criminal  conversation  with  the  plaintiff^s  in  an  action  for 
wife. — ^The  writ  bore  date  11th  December,  1840.     Pleas,  marriage  was 
iiot  guilty ;  and  that  the  said  Gertrude  Catherwood  was  r""""^^  ]""  ***''^ 

°        "^  '  been  soiem- 

Bot  at  the  time,  &c.  the  wife  of  the  plaintiff  in  manner  and  n«ed  at  the 

.  office  of  the 

lOnn,  &C.  British  consu- 

The  plaintiff  had  been  married  to  his  wife  at  the  office  of  b*u*t*hefe^'M  ^' 

some  doubt 
whether  it 
W  been  solemniied  strictly  according  to  the  rites  of  the  Church  of  England :  it  was  not 
Hleiiuiiied  according  to  the  custom  of  the  country  in  which  it  took  place.     The  parties  lived 
»liuiband  and  wife  for  two  years  afterwards: — Heldt  that,  for  the  purposes  of  the  jury's  yer- 
^this  most  he  considered  a  marriage  in  fact 

The  writ  in  an  action  for  crim.  con.  was  dated  11th  December,  1840;  there  had  been  suspi- 
^nu  drcnmstances  touching  the  conduct  of  the  plaintiff's  wife  and  of  the  defendant  before  that 
^»  and  they  had  both  left  this  country  about  June,  1840.  It  was  not  shewn  that  they  had 
Itft  this  country  together.  In  August,  1841,  the  parties  lived  in  open  adultery  in  England. 
The  judge  directed  the  jury  that  they  must  dismiss  from  their  minds  every  thing  which  might 
^re  occnnred  after  the  date  of  the  writ,  i.  e.  in  and  after  August,  1841,  and  they  must  infer  the 
•doUcry,  or  repudiate  it,  by  what  had  happened  before  11th  December,  1840. 

p  f2 


Cailon. 
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1841.         ^^^  British  consulate  at  Bejrrout  in  Syria,  in  Maich,  ]834| 
^^     ^'^^      by  a  missionary  clergyman  of  the  United  States^  one,  at- 

V/ A  T  H  E  R  WOOD 

If:  tached  to  what  in  those  states  was  known  as  the  Episco- 

palian sect, — the  Church  of  England  in  this  country, — and 
the  marriage  was  celebrated  according  to  the  forms  of  the 
Church  of  England. 

The  plaintiff  and  his  wife  went  to  America  in  1886,  and 
she  returned  to  England  with  her  children  in  September, 

1839.  An  intimacy  arose  between  the  plaintiff's  wife  and 
the  defendant ;  and  it  was  in  evidence,  that,  on  a  particohr 
occasion  in  June,  1840,  the  plaintiff's  wife  dined  with  the 
defendant  and  his  father  at  the  father's  residence;  that  in 
the  evening  the  plaintiff's  wife  and  the  defendant  went  oat 
together ;  that  the  defendant  came  back  about  ten  o'clock 
alone;  that  the  plaintiff's  wife  came  back  also  about  two 
hours  afterwards  much  agitated,  and  remained  in  the  house 
all  night.  Immediately  after  this  occurrence,  both  the  de- 
fendant and  the  plaintiff's  wife  disappeared  from  England, 
and  were  never  heard  of  in  this  country  again  till  Angos^ 
1841,  when  they  were  seen  walking  together  in  London, 
and  occupied  the  same  room  in  the  defendant's  father's 
house. 

Thesiger,  to  the  jury. — The  writ  is  dated  11th  December, 

1840,  and  the  plaintiff  must  make  out  that  the  adulteiy 
was  committed  before  that  time.  The  evidence  is,  that  on 
one  occasion  the  plaintiff's  wife  slept  at  the  house  of  the 
defendant's  father  in  June,  1840,  and  that  shortly  after 
that  time  both  the  plaintiff's  wife  and  the  defendant  disi^ 
peared  from  this  country.  This  is  no  evidence  that  they 
eloped  together,  nor  that  they  lived  together.  The  &ct  of 
their  being  seen  together  again,  and  living  together  in 
August,  1841,  cannot  be  considered,  for  that  was  after  the 
issuing  of  the  writ.  The  plaintiff  is  bound  to  make  out 
that  the  circumstances  which  happened  previous  to  Decem- 
ber, 1840,  are  inconsistent  with  any  other  supposition  than 
that  of  the  adulterous  intercourse  of  the  parties. 
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Lord  Abtnobb^  C.  B.  (in  summing  up). — ^There  are  two         i841. 
questions  here.    lirsL  whether  this  laxiy  was  really  the    ^^     "^     '  ^ 
plaintiff's  wife.     There  may  be  a  doubt  whether  the  mar-  v. 

riage  were  solemnized  according  to  the  rites  of  the  Church 
of  England^  and  whether  the  person  officiating  were  a  cler- 
gyman of  that  church ;  or  whether^  on  the  other  hand^  the 
marriage  were  lawful  according  to  the  laws  of  the  country  in 
which  it  took  place.  In  the  absence  of  all  these  various  con- 
ditions, there  was  perhaps  no  valid  marriage ;  yet^  for  the 
purpose  of  your  verdict,  the  marriage  must  be  considered 
as  proved  in  fact.  The  next  question  is^  as  to  the  adulter}*-^ 
▼.hether  it  has  been  proved  to  have  occurred  previously 
to  11th  December^  1840?  The  circumstances  which  have 
been  detailed  as  to  the  plaintiff's  wife  going  out  with  the 
defendant  at  the  defendant's  father's  house^  may  be  looked 
at  by  you  in  connection  with  the  subsequent  disappearance 
of  the  two  (though  there  is  not  any  evidence  that  they 
eloped  together) ;  but  when  they  came  back  in  August, 
1841^  and  lived  together,  the  action  had  been  already 
brought.  What  occurred  after  11th  December,  1840,  can- 
not matter^  and  you  should  dismiss  it  from  your  minds. 

Verdict— Guilty.     Damages,  £200. 

Pollock,  A.  G.,  and  Barstow,  for  plaintiff. 
Thesiffer  and  Ogle,  for  defendant. 

[Attornies — C  Hyde,  and  H,  Evatu.l 


Afterwards  the  Court  was  moved,  on  the  ground  that 
the  marriage  was  invalid ;  but  their  Lordships  suspended 
their  judgment  on  that  point  till  the  cases  of  Q.  v.  Car- 
nOy  and  Q.  v.  Millis,  should  be  decided,  which  were  at  that 
time  under  the  consideration  of  the  House  of  Lords. 
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1842. 


Second  BUting  at  Westminster  in  Trinity  Term,  1842, 


BEFORE  BARON  PARKE. 


A  person  who 
is  sued  as  an 
executor,  and 
who  pleads 
plene  adminis- 
travity  only  ad* 
mils  thereby 
thatheisezei 
tor  de  son  tort ; 
and  an  execu- 
tor de  son  tort 
is  not  liable  to 
the  amount  of 
all  the  property 
of  the  testator 


June  5th.      Yardlb Y  and  Another  v.  Arnold  the  Younger,  Executor 

of  Arnold  the  Elder. 

JJeBT  against  the  defendant,  as  executor  of  hia  father, 
for  five  quarters'  rent  of  premises  demised  by  the  plaintiffs 
to  the  defendant's  father. 

Pleas — first,  except  as  to  the  sum  of  2Z.  19*.  6d.,  plene 

thatheFsezecu-  admiuistravit ;  second,  as  to  the  sum  of  11/.,  payment  of  it 

by  the  defendant's  father  in  his  lifetime ;  third,  as  to  the 
sum  of  2/.  19*.  6d,,  payment  of  it  into  Court. 

Replication  to  the  first  plea,  that  the  defendant  had  not 
fully  administered ;  to  the  second,  a  denial  of  the  payment 

Uiat  would  pass   ^f  jj/  .  ^nd  to  the  third,  an  acceptance  of  the  sum  of 

by  a  will,  but  '  ^  r 

only  for  the        21.  19s.  6d.  in  satisfaction  of  so  much  of  the  plaintiffif* 

amount  of  as- 

sets  that  come    demand* 

to  his  hands. 

A.  was  sued  as  executor  of  his  father,  and  pleaded  plene  administravit.  It  appeared  that  the 
father  left  no  will,  and  was  the  owner  of  a  leasehold  house,  and  that  A.,  after  his  father's  death, 
had  received  some  small  sums  which  had  been  due  to  his  father,  and  had  paid  the  expenses  ti 
his  father's  funeral : — Heldt  that  A.  was  not  liable  for  the  value  of  the  leasehold  house,  and  was 
only  liable  to  the  extent  of  the  sums  he  had  actually  received,  against  which  he  had  a  right  to 
deduct  reasonable  fhneral  expenses. 

The  usual  allowance  for  funeral  expenses  to  be  paid  from  an  insolvent  estate,  is  j^O. 

In  an  action  against  a  person  sued  as  executor  of  A.)  in  which  plene  administravit  is  pleaded* 
and  in  which  no  evidence  has  been  given  as  to  how  A.  has  disposed  of  his  property,  or  even  that 
he  left  any  will,  the  widow  of  A.  is  not  a  competent  witness  for  the  defendant :  and  this  is  not  a 
case  in  which  the  witness  can  be  rendered  competent  by  indorsing  her  name  on  the  record 
under  the  stat.  3  &  4  Will.  4,  c.  42,  ss.  26,  27. 

If  a  witness  is  sworn  in  chief,  but  has  not  been  asked  any  question  in  his  examinatioo  io 
chief,  it  is  not  too  late  to  take  an  objection  to  his  competency,  on  the  ground  of  interest,  and 
such  an  objection  is  not  confined  to  examinations  on  the  voir  dire. 

A.,  being  sued  as  executor  de  son  tort  of  his  father,  claimed  certain  goods  under  a  deed  of 
assignment  from  his  father  to  himselfi  the  consideration  whereof  was  stated  in  the  deed  to  be  a 
debt  due  from  his  father  to  him,  and  to  prove  that  the  deed  was  not  fraudulent,  it  was  proposed 
by  A.'s  counsel  to  go  into  evidence  to  shew  that  A.'s  father  really  owed  A.  money  : — Held,  that, 
for  this  purpose,  what  A.'s  father  said  to  A.  or  in  A.'s  presence,  as  to  his  owing  A.  money,  was 
receivable  in  evidence,  as  it  was  proof  of  an  account  stated  between  them,  but  that  what  A.'s 
father  said  on  the  subject,  in  the  absence  of  A.,  was  not  receivable  in  evidence,  as  that  would  be 
merely  an  admission  by  A.'s  father  under  whom  A.  claimed,  but  under  whom  the  plaintiff  did 
not  claim. 


Arnold. 
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It  appeared  that  Mr.  ArDold,  sen.^  who  died  on  the  Slat         1942. 
of  October,  1841,  was  the  lessee  of  the  house  No.  3,  High-       1     -    ^ 

'    .        '  ,  '        D  Yardlet 

street^  St.  Giles's,  which  he  held  of  the  plaintiffs,  and  that  v. 

he  also  was  the  lessee  of  the  adjoining  house.  No.  2,  which 
he  did  not  hold  of  the  plaintiffs,  and  in  which  he  resided 
and  carried  on  the  business  of  a  plane-maker. 

It  was  proved,  that  after  the  death  of  his  father  the  de- 
fendant received  some  small  sums  firom  several  weekly 
tenants  of  his  father  who  resided  in  the  house,  No.  2;  but 
it  also  appeared  that  the  defendant  had  paid  for  his  father's 
funeral ;  and  it  was  also  proved,  that  in  the  month  of  No- 
vember, 1841,  Mr.  Shoubridge,  the  plaintiffs'  attorney, 
called  on  the  defendant,  who  stated  to  him  that  his  father, 
Mr.  Arnold,  sen.,  had  owed  him  (the  defendant)  upwards 
of  600/.,  and  had  assigned  all  his  stock  to  him,  which  was 
worth  about  400/. ;  and  that  his  father  had  no  other  pro- 
perty, and  died  quite  insolvent. 

It  was  opened  by  R.  V,  Richards,  for  the  defendant. — 
That  the  defendant  had  assisted  his  father  in  his  business 
for  several  years,  and  had  also  lent  his  father  money,  and 
that  the  father,  being  unable  to  pay  what  was  due  to  the 
son,  had  executed  an  assignment,  whereby  he  conveyed  his 
goods,  and  also  the  lease  of  the  house.  No.  3,  High-street, 
to  his  son.  He  proposed  to  put  in  the  assignment,  and 
also  to  prove  the  consideration  for  it,  by  going  into  evi- 
dence to  shew  that  the  father  was  really  indebted  to  the 
son,  not  only  for  services  but  for  money  lent  also. 

For  the  defence  Mr.  Gregg  was  called :  and  it  was  pro- 
posed to  ask  him  what  he  had  heard  Mr.  Arnold,  sen.,  say, 
as  to  whether  he  owed  money  to  his  son,  the  defendant. 

Pa'&ke,  B. — ^What  the  father  said  to  the  witness  in  the 
absence  of  the  son  is  not  evidence ;  but  what  the  father 
said  to  the  son,  or  in  the  presence  of  the  son,  would  be  so, 
as  it  would  be  evidence  of  an  account  stated  between  themj 
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1842.        A^d  so  constitute  a  debt  in  like  manner^  as  giving  a  bond 
\^    ^    ^      or  a  bill  of  exchange. 

Yardlet  ° 

Arnold.  Fortescue. — Does  not  your  Lordship  think  that  what  the 

father  said  in  the  absence  of  the  defendant  ia  an  admission 
of  a  debt  by  the  father  ? 

Parke^  B.-^It  is  an  admission  by  the  person  under 
whom  you  claim,  but  not  under  whom  the  plaintijBTs  dainu 

The  question  was  restricted  to  statements  of  the  defend- 
ant's father,  made  to  the  defendant  or  in  his  presence. 

An  assignment,  which  was  by  deed  dated  September  16, 
1841,  and  executed  by  Mr.  Arnold,  sen.,  and  the  defendant, 
was  put  in.  It  recited,  that  John  Arnold  the  elder  was  in- 
debted to  John  Arnold  the  younger  '^  in  the  sum  of  dE490; 
£200,  part  therof,  being  money  lent  and  advanced  by  the 
said  John  Arnold  the  younger  to  the  said  John  Arnold  the 
elder;  and  the  residue  of  the  said  sum  of  £490  being 
interest  on  the  said  sum  of  £200,  at  the  rate  of  five  per 
centum  per  annum,  and  salary  due  and  owing  to  the  said 
John  Arnold  the  younger,  as  foreman  and  manager  of  the 
business  of  the  said  John  Arnold  the  elder:''  and  that  John 
Arnold  the  elder,  being  unable  to  payor  satisfy  the  same,  had 
proposed  '^  to  make  an  absolute  assignment  of  his  stock  in 
trade,  household  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize  (save  and  ex- 
cept the  wearing  apparel  and  linen  of  himself  and  his  wife), 
and  the  lease  of  the  house  No.  2,  in  High-street,  St.  Giles's.** 
And  the  said  John  Arnold  the  elder,  by  this  deed,  in  con* 
sideration  of  the  sum  of  £490,  so  due  and  owing  as  afore- 
said, assigned  his  stock  in  trade,  goods,  merchandize,  and 
effects,  and  the  lease  of  the  house  No.  2,  to  John  Arnold 
the  younger,  absolutely,  the  deed  not  containing  any  power 
of  redemption. 

Evidence  was  given  of  the  pajrment  of  a  bill  of  exchange 
for  £100,  indorsed  by  the  defendant  to  his  father  in  the 
year  1823,  the  amount  of  which  was  proved  to  have  been 
paid  to  the  defendant's  father. 


Arnold. 
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Mrs.  Arnold^  the  widow  of  Mr.  Arnold,  sen.,  was  called        1942. 
for  the  defendant :  she  was  sworn  in  chief  (and  not  on  the      "    -     " 

,_,_  _.  ••11  Yardley 

YQir  dire},  and  stated,  in  answer  to  a  question,  that  she  v, 

iras  the  widow  of  Mr.  Arnold,  sen. 

DundaSf  for  plaintiffs,  objected  that  this  witness  was 
incompetent,  on  the  ground  of  interest. 

Pa&ke,  B. — She  comes  to  prevent  the  assets  from  being 
charged,  in  this  action,  with  the  amount  of  the  rent ;  and 
also  comes  to  prevent  the  assets  from  being  charged  with 
the  costs  of  this  action. 

iZ.  V.  Bichards  applied  to  have  the  name  of  Mrs.  Arnold 
indorsed  on  the  record,  under  the  stat.  3  &  4  Will.  4,  c.  42, 
sects.  26,  27  (a). 

Parke,  B. — I  think  that  this  is  not  a  case  within  that 
statute.  The  verdict  in  this  case  could  not  be  evidence 
either  for  or  against  her.  She  comes  to  prevent  a  charge  on 
the  property  in  which,  for  all  that  appears,  she  is  interested 
to  the  extent  of  one-third  of  the  residue. 

H.  V,  Richards. — The  witness  has  been  sworn  to  give 
evidence  in  the  cause,  and  I  submit  that  this  objection  to 
her  competency  comes  too  late. 

Dundas. — ^It  is  certainly  too  late  to  rely  upon  that  after 
the  objection  has  been  argued. 

Parke,  B. — ^I  will  ask  the  other  Barons  whether  this 
objection  can  be  taken  after  the  witness  has  been  sworn  in 
chief. 

After  having  conferred  with  the  other  learned  Barons, 
Ids  Lordship  added,  '^I  shall  reject  the  witness,  although  I 

(a)  Set  out  6  C.  &  P.  283,  n. 


Arnold. 
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1842.       think  thatj  in  some  respects^  it  would  be  a  wise  rule  that 

"^ — ^'^"^      the  examination  as  to  the  competency  of  a  witness  should  be 
Yabdlby  ,         .     -,.  1  i 

V.  upon  the  voir  dire^  and  not  afterwards^  and  that  the  cross* 

examination  should  go  to  his  credit;  for  if  awitness'sevidenoe 

can  be  rejected  upon  what  is  elicited  in  cross-examinationi 

the  party  may  take  the  chance  of  what  the  witness's  evidence 

is^  and  then  reject  him  upon  something  that  occurs  in  the 

cross-examinatiouj  if  he  does  not  like  the  evidence  the 

witness  has  given. 

The  witness  was  not  examined  {b). 

Evidence  was  given  that  £11  had  been  paid  by  Mr. 
Arnoldj  sen.^  in  his  lifetime ;  and  that  the  burial  fees^  paid 
by  the  defendant  for  the  funeral  of  Mr.  Arnold,  aen.j 
were  2/.  2s. 

Parke,  B. — The  defendant  has  aright  to  deduct  reason- 
able funeral  expenses  :  £20  is  the  sum  allowed  now  on 
an  insolvent  estate.  Is  the  defendant  only  executor  de 
son  tort,  by  having  received  some  rents,  or  is  he  really  the 
executor  of  his  father? 

Dundas. — On  this  record  he  admits  himself  executor; 
and  I  submit  that  he  is  liable  for  the  value  of  the  deceased's 
leaseholds,  even  if  the  assignment  could  be  supported. 

Parke,  B. — The  defendant  has  admitted,  on  this  record, 
that  he  is  executor,  but  that  may  be  only  that  he  is  executor 
de  son  tort.  An  executor  de  son  tort  is  not  liable  to  the 
amount  of  all  the  property  of  the  testator  that  would  pass 
by  a  will,  he  is  only  liable  for  the  amount  of  assets  which 
came  to  his  hands. 

Mrs.  Gregg,  one  of  the  witnesses  for  the  defence  (being 
recalled  by  the  learned  Baron),  stated,  that  she  was  in  the 

(6)  As  to  the  proper  time  for  challenging  jurors,  see  the  case  of  R*  ▼• 
Frott,  9  C.  &  P.  137. 
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honse  of  Mr.  Arnold^  sen.^  when  he  died^  and  that  search        1^42. 
waa  made  for  a  will^  but  none  could  be  found. 

Pabre^  B.  (in  summing  up). — It  now  appears  that  the 
defendant  is  an  executor  of  his  own  wrongs  and  he  is  there- 
fore only  responsible  for  the  assets  that  he  has  actually 
received.  With  respect  to  the  small  sums  received  by  him 
as  rents^  he  appears  to  have  discharged  himself  by  paying 
the  funeral  expenses^  and  by  the  sum  of  21.  Ids.  6d.  paid 
into  Court.  The  real  question^  therefore,  is,  whether  the 
teatator^s  stock  in  trade,  &;c.,  which  are  stated  to  be  worth 
£400,  passed  to  the  defendant  under  the  assignment,  or 
whether  that  assignment  is  fraudulent,  and  the  value  of 
that  property  is  assets  of  the  deceased  in  the  hands  of  the 
defendant.  If  the  assignment  be  valid,  the  defendant  is 
entitled  to  a  verdict;  and  if  the  assignment  is  fraudulent, 
the  verdict  should  be  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiffs  on  the  first  issue — 
and  for  the  defendant  on  the  second,  as  to 
the  payment  of  £11. 

Dundas  and  Offie,  for  the  plaintiffs. 

H.  V.  Richards  and  Fartesctie,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attornies — ShouhriJgey  and  Bridget  ^-  Mason,'] 


On  a  subsequent  day,  R.  V.  Richards  applied  for  a  new 

^rial,  on  the   ground  that  Mrs.  Arnold  was  a  competent 

"^tness,  and  that,  even  if  she  were  not,  the  objection  to  her 

competency  was  made  too  late ;  but  the  Court  refused  a 

Tule  {c). 

(c)  In  moving  for  a  new  trial  in  the  executor  for  a  debt,*  but  Lord 

this  case,  E,  V.  Richards  cited  the  Abingery  C.  B.,  said,   "  As  to  the 

case  of  Nowell  v.  Daviea^  5  B,  &  case  of  Nowell  v.  Davies,  the  opin- 

Ad.  368,  in  which  it  was  held,  that  ion  of  the  majority  of  the  judges  of 

an  unpaid  legatee  is  not  disqualified  this  Court  is,  that  it  was  a  wrong 

by  interest  from  giving  evidence  for  decision."    11  Law  J.,  New  Sen, 

the  defendant  in  an  action  against  Exch.  413. 
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iSittings  in  London  in  THnity  Term,  1842. 


BEFORE    BABON    A.LDER80N. 


June  7  th, 


Brown  v.  Johnson. 


By  a  charter- 
party,  "  fifteen 
days''  were  to 
be  allowed  to 


her  destined 
port."     The 
freighter  order- 
ed the  ship  to 
Hull.     She  was 
got  into  the 
Hull  Docks  on 
the  IstofFeb- 


AsSUMPSIT.— The  declaration  stated,  that,  ontheSOih 
of  April,  1841,  by  a  certain  charter-party  then  made,  it 
was  agreed  by  the  plaintiff,  therein  described  as  the  owner 
of  a  ship, "  for   of  the  ship  Trinidad,  and  the  defendant,  that  the  ship  should 
discharging  at    ^^^^^^  ^  Honduras  and  there  load,  "  at  one  of  the  unud 

and  aistomary  ports  or  places  of  loading,  including  the  rivers 
Ulna  and  Dulce,  a  full  and  complete  cargo  of  mahogany, 
with  logwood  or  log- ends  for  broken  stowage  only,  and  pro- 
ceed to  a  good  and  safe  port  of  discharge  in  the  United 
ruary,  and  was   Kingdom/'   "  Twcnty-five  running  days  for  every  hundred 

on  that  day  put  /.i  in  ii  'j  i^*^ 

in  the  charge  of  tous  of  mahogany  wcrc  to  be  allowea  the  said  merchant,  if 
patty's^  officers,  ^^^  ship  wcrc  uot  sooucr  dispatchcd,  for  loading  the  said 
but  from  the  gj^jp  ^^  Houduras,  and  fifteen  days  for  discharging  at  her 
of  the  docks  she  destined  port  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  thirty  days  on 
her  berth,  and  demurrage  ovcr  and  above  the  said  loading  days,  at  £6 
dUchargSSu   P®^  ^^y-"     '^^^  declaration  then  went  on  to  aver,  that  the 

the  4th : — 

Heldf  that  the  fifteen  days  were  to  be  computed  from  the  1st. 

In  such  cases  the  days  count  from  the  time  of  the  vessel's  arriTing  in  the  dock,  and  being  put 
in  the  management  of  the  dock  company's  officers. 

In  reckoning  the  "  fifteen  days,"  the  days  are  to  be  reckoned  consecutively,  and  the  Sundays 
not  deducted,  unless  there  be  a  custom  to  that  effect;  and  in  the  absence  of  any  custom,  the 
word  "  days,''  and  the  words  '*  running  days,"  mean  consecutive  days. 

The  general  rule  of  law  is,  that  days  mean  consecutive  days,  except  Sunday  is  the  first  or  the 
last  day  ;  but  in  commercial  cases  it  is  sometimes  otherwise,  because  mercantile  contrttcts  are  to 
be  construed  with  reference  to  mercantile  usage. 

By  a  charter-party  a  ship  was  to  proceed  to  Honduras  and  there  load,  "  at  one  of  the  usual 
and  customary  ports  or  places  of  loading,  including  the  rivers  Ulna  and  Dulce,"  a  cargo  of 
mahogany  and  logwood.  The  freighter  by  letter  directed  the  captain  to  proceed  to  Belize  in  the 
bay  of  Honduras,  and  address  himself  to  Mr.  S.,  *'  who  will  furnish  you  with  a  homeward  cargo 
of  mahogany  and  logwood,  agreeable  to  charter-party."  The  captain  took  the  ship  to  Belise, 
where  Mr.  S.  put  a  small  quantity  of  logwood  on  board  and  directed  the  ship  to  go  to  Ulna, 
where  about  half  a  cargo  was  put  on  board.  Mr.  S.  then  sent  the  ship  to  two  other  places  of 
loading  in  Honduras,  at  which  the  cargo  was  completed : — Held,  that  it  was  a  question  for  the 
Jury  whether  the  ship  was  sent  to  Belize  as  her  port  of  loading ;  and  that  if  she  was,  the  freighter 
was  liable  for  the  extra  expenses  of  her  going  to  all  the  other  places  for  the  residue  of  her 
cargo ;  but  that,  if  Belize  was  not  to  be  considered  her  port  of  loading.  Ulna  certainly  was,  mod 
the  freighter  would  at  all  events  be  liable  for  the  extra  expense  of  her  going  for  cargo  to  other 
places  after  Ulna,  as  by  the  charter-party  the  freighter  was  to  load  at  one  of  the  usual  pons  or 
places  of  loading  in  Honduras. 


Johnson* 


TRINITY  TERM,  5  VICT.— EX.  441 

ship  sailed  to  Honduras  and  arrived  there^  being  consigned        ]g42. 
to  one  Joseph  Swasey,  the  agent  of  the  defendant,  and  at      "tp*^     ' 

Drown 

one  of  the  nsual  and  customary  ports  and  places  there,  to  v, 

wit,  Belize,  was  ready  to  load.    Breach,  that  the  defendant 
did  not  nor  would  load  on  board  the  ship  a  full  and  com- 
plete cargo  at  one  of  the  usual  and  customary  ports  and 
places  of  loading,  including  the  rivers  Ulna  and  Dulce, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  in  order  to  obtain  such  cargo,  the 
plaintiff  was  forced  and  obliged,  and  the  defendant's  agent 
required  him,  to  go  from  Belize  to  another  port  in  Hon- 
duras, to  wit,  to  Amoa,  and  from  thence  to  another  place 
of  loading  in  Honduras,  to  wit,  to  Ulna,  and  from  thence 
back  again  to  Amoa,  and  from  thence  to  another  place  of 
loading  in  Honduras,  to  wit.  Monkey  River,  and  from 
thence  back  again  to  Belize  aforesaid ;  by  reason  of  which 
the  plaintiff  was  obliged  to  expend  divers  sums  of  money. 
There  was  also  an  averment  that  the  ship  brought  a  full 
cargo  of  mahogany  to  Hull,  the  plaintiff  having  orders  from 
the  defendant  to  proceed  thither,  and  there  delivered  the 
cargo ;  and  that  the  defendant  did  not  nor  would  discharge 
the  said  cargo  at  Hull  within  the  said  number  of  fifteen 
days  in  the  said  charter-party  in  that  behalf  mentioned, 
lut  detained  the  ship  for  six  days  after  the  said  fifteen  lay- 
ing days — ^whereby  a  sum  of  1327/.  7*.  2d.  became  due 
^  the  plaintiff  for  freight,  and  £36  for  demurrage ;  and 
although  part  of  the  sum  due  for  freight,  to  wit,  1312/.  9^.  6d. 
liad  been  paid,  yet  the  defendant  refused  to  pay  the  residue 
of  the  said  freight,  and  would  not  pay  any  part  of  the  said 
sum  so  due  for  demurrage  as  aforesaid. 

Pleas — first,  non  assumpsit.  Second,  "  as  to  the  said 
supposed  breach  of  promise  in  the  said  declaration  first 
above  assigned,"  that  the  defendant  did  load  a  full  and 
complete  cargo,  according  to  the  charter-party,  at  one  of 
the  usual  and  customary  ports  or  places  of  loading,  including 
the  rivers  Ulna  and  Dulce,  according  to  the  form  and  effect 
of  the  said  charter-party  (concluding  to  the  country). 
Third,  as  to  the  residue  of  the  declaration,  that  the  plaintiff 
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1S42.        did  not  deliver  the  said  cargo^  or  any  part  thereof,  to  the 
\  ^    ^      defendant  as  in  the  declaration  is  alleged  (concluding  to 
V.  the  country).   Fourth^  as  to  so  much  of  the  declaration  as 

relates  to  the  non-payment  of  the  residue  of  freight,  that 
the  defendant  had  paid  it.  Fifth,  as  to  so  much  of  the  de- 
claration as  relates  to  the  non-payment  of  the  residue  of  the 
freight,  that,  by  the  neglect  and  default  of  the  plaintiff's 
servants,  a  portion  of  the  cargo  was  damaged,  and  that  it 
was  agreed  between  the  plaintiff  and  the  defendant  that 
the  defendant  should  abandon  all  claim  for  the  damage, 
and  the  plaintiff  abandon  all  claim  for  the  residue  of  the 
freight  (concluding  with  a  verification).  Sixth,  ''  as  to  so 
much  of  the  said  declaration  as  relates  to  the  said  sup- 
posed demurrage  in  the  said  declaration  mentioned,'' 
that  the  defendant  did  not  detain  the  ship  over  and  above 
the  said  fifteen  laying  days  in  the  charter-party  mentioned 
(concluding  to  the  country).  Seventh,  as  to  the  supposed 
demurrage,  that  the  defendant  would  have  dischai^ed  the 
cargo  within  the  number  of  fifteen  days  in  the  charter- 
party  mentioned,  but  was  prevented  so  doing  by  the  wrong- 
ful act,  procurement,  neglect,  and  default  of  the  plaintiff, 
his  servants  and  agents  (concluding  to  the  country). 

Replication  to  the  first,  second,  third,  and  sixth  pleas,  a 
similiter;  to  the  fourth  plea,  a  denial  of  the  payment;  to 
the  fifth  plea,  a  denial  of  the  agreement  in  that  plea  men- 
tioned; and  to  the  last  plea,  de  injuria. 

The  charter-party  was  put  in.  It  was  dated  the  30th  of 
April,  1840 ;  and  by  it  the  ship  Trinidad  was  to  proceed 
to  Honduras,  ^^  and  there  load  from  the  factory  of  the 
said  merchant,  say  at  one  of  the  usual  and  customary 
ports  and  places  of  loading,  including  the  rivers  Ulna  and 
Dulce,  a  full  and  complete  cargo  of  mahogany,  with  log- 
wood or  log-ends  for  broken  stowage  only;''  "  and,  being 
so  loaded,  shall  therewith  proceed  to  a  good  and  safe  port 
of  discharge  in  the  United  Kingdom,"  "  and  there  deli- 
ver," upon  being  paid  freight  for  mahogany  at  the  rate  of 
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8/.  17s.  6d.  per  ton^  and  for  logwood  or  log-ends  £1  per  1342. 
ton.  "  Twenty-five  running  days  for  every  100  tons  of  '^"^' — ^ 
mahogany  are  to  be  allowed  to  the  said  merchant^  if  the  ^  9. 
ship  is  not  sooner  dispatched^  for  loading  the  said  ship  at 
Honduras^  and  fifteen  days  for  discharging  at  her  destined 
port  in  the  United  Kingdom^  and  thirty  days  on  demur- 
rage over  and  above  the  said  laying  days,  at  £6  per  day." 
A  letter  of  instructions  from  the  defendant  to  Captain 
Huntley  Brown,  the  captain  of  the  Trinidad,  dated  May 
SOth^  1841,  was  put  in,  of  which  the  following  is  an  ex- 
tract :  *'  Sir, — Having  chartered  your  vessel  for  a  return 
cargo  from  Honduras  to  a  port  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
you  will  now  be  pleased  to  proceed  and  make  the  best  of 
your  way  for  Belize,  in  the  bay  of  Honduras.  On  your 
arrival  there,  you  will  address  yourself  and  vessel  to  my 
friend  Mr.  Joseph  Swasey,  who  will  furnish  you  with  a 
homeward  cargo  of  mahogany  and  logwood,  agreeably  to 
charter-party;  which  being  completed,  you  will  then  pro- 
ceed homeward,  calling  at  Cork  for  orders,  at  which  port 
the  necessary  timely  instructions  as  to  your  port  of  desti- 
nation will  be  awaiting  your  arrival,"  &c. 

It  was  proved  by  Captain  Huntley  Brown,  that  in  con- 
sequence of  this  letter  he  proceeded  with  the  ship  to  Be- 
lize, and  arrived  there  on  the  17th  of  September,  1840, 
lirhen  he  reported  himself  to  Mr.  Swasey,  who,  after  putting 
about  twenty  tons  of  logwood  on  board  the  ship,  directed 
Iiim  to  proceed  to  Amoa,  which  he  objected  to  do ;  but, 
after  objecting,  went  thither  because  he  was  not  able  to 
get  cash  to  carry  on  the  ship  without  doing  so,  unless  he 
liad  executed  a  bottomry  bond.     It  was  further  proved  by 
Captain  Huntley  Brown,  that  he,   by  the  direction  of 
Mr.  Swasey*s  agent,  proceeded  to  Ulna,  where  about  half 
a  cargo  of  mahogany  was  put  on  board,  and  thence  to 
Amoa  again,  and  thence  to  Monkey  River,  where  about 
one-third  of  a  cargo  was  put  on  board,  and  thence  to  Belize 
again,  where  the  residue  of  the  cargo  being  obtained  from 
Mr.  Swasey,  the  ship  sailed  for  England  on  the  25th  of 


Brown 

V. 

Johnson. 
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1842.  November^  1840^  and  arrived  at  Hull  (the  port  directed  by 
the  defendant)  on  the  1st  of  February^  1841^  and  was  re- 
ported on  that  day^  and  got  into  the  Hull  docks,  and  was 
put  in  the  charge  of  the  dock  company^s  officers  on  that 
afternoon.  This  witness  stated,  that  the  extra  expense  of 
going  to  the  different  places  at  Honduras  amounted  to 
£157- 

It  was  proved  by  Mr.  Brown,  that  the  discharging  of 
the  cargo  commenced  on  the  4th  of  February,  and  was 
completed  on  the  23rd,  the  ship  not  having  been  got  to 
the  dock  side  till  the  4th,  by  reason  of  the  crowded  state 
of  the  docks. 

The  entry  in  the  books  of  the  custom-house  at  Hull  was 
put  in,  which  shewed  that  the  ship  was  reported  on  the  Ist 
of  February. 

S.  Martin  addressed  the  jury  on  the  fiacts  of  the  case, 
and  opened  evidence  on  the  fifth  plea;  and  with  respect  to 
the  demurrage,  he  submitted  that  the  fifteen  days  were  to 
be  computed  from  the  time  the  ship  was  put  in  a  condition 
to  deliver  her  cargo,  and  that  it  was  contrary  to  good  sense 
that  the  time  should  begin  before  the  ship  was  able  to  un- 
load, and  therefore  that  the  time  ought  in  this  case  to  be 
calculated  from  the  4th  of  February,  and  the  Sundays, 
which  were  the  7th,  14th,  and  21st  of  February,  be  ex- 
cluded. 

Aldebson,  B. — The  general  rule  of  law  is,  that  "days" 
mean  consecutive  days,  except  Sunday  is  the  first  or  the 
last  day ;  but  in  mercantile  cases  it  is  sometimes  otherwise, 
because  mercantile  contracts  are  to  be  construed  with  re- 
ference to  mercantile  usage  (a). 

(a)  Lord  Tenterden  lays  down  Thames,  is  said  to  be  underatood 

(Abb.  on  Shipping,   tit.  Demur-  of  working  days  only,  and  not  to 

rage),    that    **  the    word   '  days,'  comprehend  Sundays  or  holidays, 

used  alone  in  a  clause  of  demur-  by  the  usage  among  the  merchants 

rage    for   unlading   in  the  river  in  London;  but  it  is  much  better  to 
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E?idence  was  given  with  a  view  of  proving  the  fifth  plea, 
but  on  this  part  of  the  case  no  question  of  law  arose ;  and 
evidence  was  also  given  that  the  cargo  was  discharged 


1842. 


mention  working  or  running  days 
expressly,  according  to  the  inten- 
tion of  the  parties." 

In  the  case  of  Cochran  ▼.  Bet- 
berg,  3  Esp.  121,  which  was  an 
action  for  demurrage,  the  voyage 
being  from  the  Elbe  to  London, 
the  memorandum  on  the  margin  of 
the  bUl  of  lading  wa»— ''To  be 
discharged  in  14  days,  or  pay  five 
guineas  per  day  demurrage."  The 
ship  arrived  in  the  Thames,  and 
was  reported  on  the  9th  of  Decem- 
ber, and  was  not  cleared  till  the 
30th.  The  plaintiff  contended  that 
the  14  days  were  running  days, 
expiring  on  the  24th,  and  he  there- 
fore claimed  for  six  days*  demur- 
mge.  The  defendant  contended, 
that  the  word  ''days'*  generally 
meant  working  days,  and  did  not 
include  Sundays  or  Custom-house 
holidays,  and  claimed  to  deduct  for 
St.  Thomas's-day,  Christmas-day, 
and  the  three  following  days,  as 
dajTS  on  which  no  goods  could  be 
landed  at  the  Custom-house;  but 
it  was  proved  that  on  these  days 
goods  could  be  taken  out  of  the 
ship  into  lighters.  Several  wit- 
nesses were  examined  as  to  the 
usage  whether  the  word  '*  days  " 
in  the  margin  of  the  bill  of  lading 
meant  running  days  or  working 
days,  but  their  evidence  was  con- 
tradictory ;  but  Lord  Eldon,  C.  J., 
■aid — ''  If  no  evidence  had  been 
offered,  but  I  was  to  decide  on  the 
dause  itself,  I  should  have  been  of 
opinion  that  it  meant  running  days; 
if  that  was  so— if  evidence  of  usage 
was  not  admissible,  and  the  parties 
had  made  such  a  contract,  they 

VOL.  I.  GO 


must  abide  by  it,  even  though  they 
could  not  perform  it,  as  if  the  ves- 
sel had  arrived  on  a  holiday  and 
there  had  been  holidays  on  the 
14  subsequent  days.  As  the  law, 
however,  stands,  usage  may  be  ad- 
mitted to  establish  the  meaning  of 
the  words  used  in  the  margin  of 
the  bill  of  lading,  whether  the  word 
'  days '  used  in  it  means  running 
days  or  working  days.  If  this  was 
the  case  of  inland  trade,  this  must 
mean  working  days,  as  the  law  of 
the  country  prohibits  working  on 
such  days  as  those  which  formed 
part  of  the  14  days  claimed  by  the 
plaintiff  to  be  allowed  by  the  bill 
of  lading  in  this  case;  but  as  the 
question  now  stands,  it  is  a  matter 
of  general  importance  to  have  the 
opinion  of  a  special  jury  of  the  city 
of  London  on  the  usage  of  trade 
with  respect  to  instruments  of 
this  description."  '*  The  question, 
therefore,  resolves  itself  into  a  ques- 
tion of  usage ;  if  it  is  left  to  the 
construction  of  law,  I  should  be  of 
opinion  that  the  plaintiff  ought  to 
succeed  ;  if  the  fact  of  the  usage 
is  clearly  made  out  that  the  14 
days  mentioned  in  the  bill  of  lading 
mean  working  days,  that  is  a  con- 
struction which  excludes  Sundays 
and  holidays  at  the  Custom-house, 
and  there  must  be  a  verdict  for  the 
defendant."  The  jury  found  for  the 
defendant. 

As  to  when  a  plaintiff  cannot 
recover  on  a  common  count  for 
demurrage,  but  must  declare  spe- 
cially, see  the  case  of  Horn  v.  Ben- 
susan,  9  C.  &  P.  709. 


N.  P. 
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V, 

Johnson. 


by    a    lumper,    and    that    there    was    no    unnecessary 

delay  (i). 

Whateley,  in  reply. — I  submit  that  the  plaintiff  is  enti- 
tied  to  demurrage  from  the  time  the  ship  was  reported  to 
be  ready  for  discharging  till  the  last  day  when  the  last 
portion  of  her  cargo  was  taken  out^  and  that  in  computing 
the  time  the  Sundays  should  be  reckoned  (c). 


(b)  In  the  case  of  Levy  v.  Yates, 
3  Taunt.  385,  where  a  general  ship 
had  taken  brandies  on  board  under 
bills  of  lading  which  allowed  20 
lay  days  for  delivery  of  the  goods 
in  London,  and  stipulated  for  £4 
per  day  demurrage  afterwards,  cer- 
tain of  the  consignees,  choosing  to 
have  their  goods  bonded,  the  vessel 
could  not  make  her  delivery  at  the 
London  Docks  until  46  days  after 
the  20  days,  and  some  of  the  goods 
which  were  undermost  could  not, 
though  demanded,  be  taken  out  till 
the  upper  tiers  were  cleared.    It 
was  held,  that  each  of  the  con- 
signees was  liable  on  a  general 
count  for    demurrage  to  pay  the 
£i  per  day  for  the  46  days. 

In  the  case  of  Herman  v.  Gan- 
dolph.  Holt,  N.  P.  C.  35,  a  general 
ship  had  taken  silk  on  board  to 
carry  from  Rotterdam  to  London, 
on  the  defendant's  account.  On 
the  margin  of  the  bill  of  lading  was 
written — "  The  consignee  to  clear 
the  goods  in  14  running  days  after 
her  arrival  in  port,  or  to  pay  £4: 
per  diem  for  demurrage."  The 
vessel  was  ready  to  deliver  on  the 
3rd  of  October,  and  the  defendani 
applied  for  and  was  ready  to  re- 
ceive  hit  goods  within  the  running 
days,  but,  being  undermost  in  the 
vessel,  delivery  could  not  be  made 
till  the  22nd.  It  was  held,  that  the 
plaintiff  was  entitled  to  recover  de- 


murrage,  though  he  did  not  deliver 
the  goods  within  the  time  allowed, 
being  prevented  by  other  goods  bo* 
longing  to  other  consignees  which 
overlaid  them :  and  GMs,  C.  J., 
said — "  Each  consignee  andertakei 
to  clear  away  his  goods  within  • 
certain  time,  and  although  by  the 
default  of  others  he  is  prevented 
from  so  doing,  he  is  liable  notwith- 
Btanding  to  demurrage  by  the  tenns 
of  the  contract,  unless  the  delay  he 
occasioned  by  the  default  of  the 
captain  or  his  crew"  "  In  point  of 
law,  I  think,  the  plaintiff  is  entided 
to  recover,  though  he  did  not  de- 
liver the  goods,  being  prevented 
by  other  goods  belonging  to  other 
consignees,  which  overlaid  them." 
In  the  case  of  Barrett  v.  DaiUmf 
4  Camp.  333,  where  there  was  a 
stipulation  in  a  charterparty  that 
thirty  running  days  should  be  al- 
lowed for  loading  the  ship,  it  was 
held  that  the  fyreighter  was  liaUe 
for  her  subsequent  detention  for 
that  purpose,  although  the  loafing 
of  her  within  the  specified  time  was 
rendered  impossible  by  the  ice  io 
the  river  where  she  lay ;  but  that 
after  her  loading  was  complete^ 
the  freighter  was  not  liable  for  any 
delay  that  might  arise  in  despatdi- 
ing  her  occasioned  by  the  acci- 
dental impossibility    of  obtaining 
her  clearances. 

(c)  In  the  case  of  BrereUm  v. 


JOHMSOK. 
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Alderson,  B.^  (in  summiDg  up). — The  second  plea        1342. 
states,  that  the  defendant  did  load  in  and  on  board  this      ^ — ^^"^ 

Bkown 

ship  a  full  cargo  according  to  this  charterparty  at  one  of  o. 

the  usual  and  customary  ports  or  places  of  loadings  includ- 
ing the  rivers  Ulna  and  Dulce ;  and  to  shew  that  he  did 
not  a  letter  is  put  in^  by  which  he  directs  the  ship  to  go  to 
Belize^  where  a  part  of  the  cargo  is  put  on  board.    The 
letter  does  not  in  terms  direct  him  to  Belize  for  his 
cargo.     It  is  for  you  to  say^  whatever  ambigidty  there  may 
be  in  the  letter^  whether  the  conduct  of  the  parties  does  not 
fix  Belize  as  the  port  of  loading.     It  is  not  material  to  the 
verdict  whether  Belize  was  the  port  of  loading  or  not^  be- 
cause if  Belize  was  not^  Ulna  certainly  was;  and  at  all 
events  the  defendant  cannot  say  that  he  put  a  full  cargo 
on  board  at  any  one  port^  which  he  was  bound  to  do. 
Still  it  is  important  with  respect  to  the  damages ;  for^  if 
Belize  was  not  the  port  to  which  the  ship  was  directed  as 
the  port  of  loading  and  Ulna  was^  the  plaintiff  cannot 
chaise  anything  for  additional  expenses  in  going  to  Ulna. 
¥^th  respect  to  the  claim  for  demurrage^  it  appears  that 
the  ship  arrived  at  Hull  on  the  1st  of  February^  and  on  that 
day  was  reported^  and  was  also  put  in  the  charge  of  the  dock 
company's  officers^  and  that  she  got  to  her  berth  on  the 
4lih.    Now  the  period  from  which  the  days  count  is  from 
the  time  the  vessel  arrives  in  the  dock  and  is  in  the  man- 
igement   of  the  dock    company's  or   harbour  -  master's 
officers^  and^  when  neither  party  is  to  blame^  the  number  of 
days  run  from  the  time  when  the  ship  is  in  a  dischargeable 
itite^  and  if  no  period  is  mentioned  the  cargo  is  to  be  dis- 
charged in  a  reasonable  time^  to  commence  from  the  time 
then  the  ship  is  in  a  state  to  begin  delivering^  therefore  I 

Quqmum,  5  M.  &  P.  526,  it  was  she  is  chartered,  and  this,  although 

kid  that  the  lay  days,  allowed  by  part  of  the  cargo  was  taken  out  for 

a  charterparty  for  discharging  a  the  purpose  of  lightening  the  vessel 

orgo^  are  to  be  reckoned  from  the  after  she  had  entered  the  port,  and 

Una  of  the  ship's  arrival  at  the  before   her   arrival   at  the  quay, 

ttoal  place  of  dischaxge,  and  not  which,  by  the  custom  of  the  port, 

It  th«  entrance  of  the  port  to  wliich  was  the  usual  place  of  delivery. 

G  o2 
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1842.  think  that  demurrage  should  be  calculated  from  the  1st  of 
February^  unless  it  were  shewn  that  the  lapse  of  time  arose 
from  the  plaintiff's  own  negligence;  and  if  it  did  you 
ought^  as  to  this  part  of  the  case^  to  find  for  the  de- 
fendant. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff  on  all  the  issues^  with 
151/.  damages  on  the  first  issue;  the  jury 
also  giving  damages  for  three  days'  de- 
murrage^ and  stating  that  they  did  not 
deduct  the  Sundays. 

Whateley  and  Hm  Hill,  for  the  plaintiff. 
Jervis  and  S.  Martin,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attornies— i/tftrt^/  4*  TroUope,  and  W.  Jones  ^  Blaxland.'\ 


On  a  subsequent  day^  Jervis  applied  for  a  new  trial,  but 
the  Court  refused  a  rule ;  and  Lord  Abinger,  C.  B.,  said-* 
''  My  opinion  is,  that  the  lay  days  under  this  charterpart^ 
commenced  from  the  time  the  vessel  entered  the  dock,  as 
she  had  then  arrived  at  the  usual  place  of  dischai^.  Thqr 
certainly  did  not  commence  at  the  time  of  her  entering 
the  port^  as  that  might  be  very  extensive ;  for  instance, 
Gravesend  is  part  of  the  port  of  London :  and  with  re- 
spect to  the  days,  I  think  'days'  and  'running  days' 
mean  the  same  thing,  namely,  consecutive  days,  unless 
there  be  some  particular  custom.  K  you  wish  to  exclude 
any  days  from  the  computation  they  must  be  expressed.^' 
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Sittings  at  Westminster  after  THnity  Term,  1842. 

BEFORE    LORD    ABINGER^   C.  B. 


A 


Mart  Turner^  Henry  Turner,  and  Layton  v.  June  17M. 

Hardey. 

SSUMPSIT  for  use  and  'occupation*.     Pleas — first,  non  if  pUintiffa  put 

assumpsit;   and  second,  that  the  plaintiffs  were,  by  this  wrUte/agree-* 

action,  claiming  to  recover  the  amount  of  a  quarter's  rent  |^gpng][ u** 

due  firom  the  25th  of  March  to  Midsummer  day,  1841,  by  the  defendant 

,  t  n  T      1         Of^^y*  *nd  is 

Virtue  of  a  certain  memorandum  of  agreement  made  be-  duly  stamped, 
tween  the  plaintifiB,  executrix  and  executors  of  H.  H.  ^^y  pu^t"th*e°' 
Turner,  deceased,  of  the  one  part,  and  the  defendant  of  f '**®'^  p*'^  ^^ 

'  '  *       '  the  agreement, 

the  other  part,  whereby  the  plaintifi's  agreed  to  let  to  the  which  is  signed 
defendant,  and  the  defendant  agreed  to  take  of  the  plain-  plaintiffs  "  for 
tiffs,  executrix  and  executors  as  aforesaid,  the  premises  in  other^wccu- 
the  declaration  mentioned  :  that  it  was  afterwards,  to  wit,  ^""  although 

that  part  of  the 

on  &a,  agreed  by  and  between  the  plaintiff's,  the  defendant,  agreement  is 

and  one  W.  Wasbrough,  that  W.  Wasbrough  should  hold  "°  '  "^^ 

and  occupy  the  premises,  as  tenant  thereof  to  the  plaintiff's, 

from  the  25th  of  March,  1841,  and  that  the   defendant 

should  be  discharged  from  all  liability  to  pay  any  rent 

accruing  subsequently  to  that  time.  The  plea  then  averred, 

fhat  the   defendant  on  that  day  delivered  up  possession 

rfthe  premises  to  W.  Wasbrough,  who  held  and  occupied 

them  till  the  Midsummer  day  following,  on  the  terms  of 

fte   said    agreement;   and  that   the    plaintifi^s   accepted 

V.  Wasbrough  as  their  tenant,  and  in  discharge  of  the 

Kability   of  the   defendant   to  the   said  rent  (concluding 

with  a  verification).     Replication  to  the  second  plea,  de 

injuria. 
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1842.  On  the  part  of  the  plaintiffs  a  written  agreement  was 

put  in,  by  which  the  plaintiffs  (therein  described  as  execu- 
trix and  executors  of  Mr.  H.  H.  Turner,  deceased)  demised 
the  premises  in  question  to  the  defendant  for  a  certain 
term.  This  agreement  was  signed  by  the  defendant  only, 
and  was  properly  stamped. 

The  defence  was,  that  the  plaintiffs  had  agreed  with  the 
defendant  to  accept  a  person  named  Wasbrough  as  their 
tenant  instead  of  the  defendant,  and  that  Wasbrough  had 
taken  possession  accordingly;  but  the  agreement  to  accept 
Mr.  Wasbrough  as  tenant  was  by  parol,  and  was  made  by 
Mr.  Henry  Turner  (one  of  the  plaintiffs)  alone;  and  in 
order  to  shew  that  he  had  authority  to  act  for  the  other 
two  plaintiffs,  in  matters  relating  to  these  premises,  CrcW' 
der,  for  the  defendant,  proposed  to  put  in  the  other  part 
of  the  agreement,  entered  into  between  the  plaintiffs  and 
defendant,  the  one  part  of  which  had  been  already 
given  in  evidence  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiffs.  This  part 
of  the  agreement  was  signed  by  the  plaintiff,  Mr.  Heniy 
Turner,  *'  For  self  and  the  other  executors,^'  but  was  not 
stamped. 

DundaSf  for  the  plaintiffs.  —  I  submit  that  this  do- 
cument is  not  receivable  in  evidence,  as  it  is  not 
stamped. 

Lord  Abingbb,  C.  B. — I  think  that  this  part  of  the 
agreement  Is  admissible  without  a  stamp.  The  defend- 
ant proposes  to  make  use  of  it  for  the  purpose  of  proving 
agency,  and  the  plaintiffs  having  put  in  the  part  of  the 
agreement  which  is  signed  by  the  defendant  alone,  the 
defendant  has  a  right  to  make  use  of  the  other  part  to 
shew  the  entire  contract.  I  think  the  point  does  not  admit 
of  a  question. 
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The  evidence  was  reeeived. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiflfs  (a). 

Dtmdas  and  Ogle,  for  the  plaintiffs. 
Crowder  and  Hurlestone,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attornies — Turner,  and  Triston  ^  HardeyJ] 


(a)  This  was  a  second  trial  of 
the  case  of  Turner  and  othert  v. 
HartU^,  9  Mee.  ft  W.  770.  On 
IIm  first  trial,  the  defendant  merdy 
proved,  in  support  of  the  second 
plea,  that  one  of  the  plaintifl^  (Mr. 
H.  Tnraer)  agreed  by  parol  to 
aootpt  Mr.  Wasbrough  as  tenant, 
instead  of  the  defendant,  and  on 


that  evidence  alone  the  defendant 
had  a  verdict  on  the  second  issue  ; 
hut  the  Court  of  Exchequer  granted 
a  new  trial  on  the  ground  that  the 
second  plea  was  not  proved  by  evi- 
dence that  one  of  the  plaintiffs  had 
so  agreed  to  accept  Mr.  Wasbrough 
as  tenant,  instead  of  the  defendant. 


1842. 


TuRNsa 

V, 

Hardsy. 


Second  Sittings  at  Westminster  in  Michaelmas  Term,  1842. 


BBFOBE    BARON    ALDEBSON. 


Leaf  v.  Butt. 


Nov.  lOth. 


D] 


^EBT  for  goods  sold^  with  a  count  upon  an  account  in  a  town  cause 
stated.    Plea — nunquam  indebitatus.  i^ which  t*he ' 

The  cause  was  undefended :  and  it  was  opened  by  Hum--  defendant  and 

'  *^  "^  hi«  attorney 

frey,  for  the  plaintiff,  that  a  letter  had  been  sent  by  the  both  lived  in 

.../M  ti/»i  !•  niii  town,  a  notice 

plaintiff  to  the  defendant^  asking  payment  of  the  balance  to  produce  a 
due,  and  that  after  receiving  this  letter  the  defendant  had  pi"fntifft^ the 
made  an  admission.  defendant,  ask- 

mg  payment, 

In  order  to  give  secondary  evidence  of  this  letter  of  the  was  served  at 

plaintiff,  it  was  proved  that  a  notice  to  produce  it  had  been  defendant's  at. 

served  on  the  defendant's  attorney,  at  his  office,  in  Craven-  *p.™*^on\he 

street.  Strand,  at  seven  o'clock,  on  the  9th  of  November,  evening  of  the 

'  '  ^  '         ^  day  before  that 

which  was  the  evening  before  the  trial.  It  was  proved  that  on  which  the 
the  defendant  lived  in  the  Edgeware  Boad.  ^led  i^Heid 

to  be  not  too 
late,  and  the  letter  not  being  produced,  secondary  evidence  was  given  of  its  contents. 
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1842.  Alderson^  B. — ^This  is  very  late  to  send  a  notice  to  pro- 

"^ — ^'^"^  duce,  but  I  will  confer  with  the  other  members  of  the  court 

Leaf 

V.  upon  the  point. 


Butt. 


His  Lordship  having  conferred  with  the  other  learned 
Barons  who  were  sitting  in  Banco^  said,  that  he  should 
receive  the  evidence. 

Secondary  evidence  was  given  of  the  letter  written  by 
the  plaintiff  to  the  defendant. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff. 
Humfreyj  for  the  plaintiff. 

{Attornies — H,  Lloyd,  and  fT.  H.  DavUJ] 


Nov,  IIM.  Meyrick  v.  Woods. 

In  «  town  X  HIS  was  an  action  for  an  assault.     Plea — not  guilty, 

cause  for  an  as-  It  was  proved  that  at  half-past  six,  on  the  evening  of  the  18tb  of 

the  defendant*  November,  (the  evening  before  the  trial),  the  plaintiff's  attorney  bid 

and  his  attor-  caused  a  notice  to  produce  a  letter,  written  by  him  to  the  defendant 

ney  both  lived  asking  compensation,  to  be  served  on  the  defendant  at  his  house  in  Duke- 

tice^to^Drodura  **'"^®^  Manchester-square,  by  leaving  it  with  the  defendant's  wife,  and 

a  letter  from  ^^^^  ^^  l^&d  also  caused  a  similar  notice  to  be  served  at  the  office  of  the 

the  plaintiff's  defendant's  attorney,  in  Seymour-street,  Bryanstone-square,  at  a  few 

dSYnralk-  ™^"*®"  ^^^'  °"  ^^«  «*°^«  evening, 
ing  compensa- 
tion, was  served  Alderson,  B.,  held  that  the  service  of  the  notice  to  produce  was  Hot 

ant's  house  and  ***^  ^**®»  *^  allowed  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  be  given  in  evidence, 
at  the  office  of 

the  defendant's  Verdict  for  the  Plaintiff, 

attorney,  at 

about  half^past  j^  j^^^,  ^  j  £^,^  ^^  ^^  plaintiff. 

SIX  p.m.,  on  the  '^ 

dav^bcfore  that  ^'  ^^"^'^^*  Jones,  for  the  defendant. 

on  which  the  _.         .        „  ,            i  .^  .  t     .^ 

caniie  was  [Attormes — Palmer  and  Mattland.] 

tried  t^Held, 

to  be  not  too 

latt,  and  the  letter  not  being  produced,  secondary  evidence  was  given  of  its  Content). 
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1842. 
Levy  v.  Pyne  and  Richards.  Nov.  nth. 


A: 


.SSUMPSIT.— The  first  count  of  the  declaration  stated.  If  a  bin  of  ex- 

that  Alfred  Count  D'  Orsay,  on  the  20th  day  of  March,  missory  mjte^be 

1842,  made  his  promissory  note,  and  thereby  promised  to  ed*o"indor8ed 

pay,  to  his  own  order,  489/.  15^.  for  value  received,  three  by  one  of  two 

^  ^  persons  who 

months  after  the  date  thereof,  which  promissory  note  he  are  partners  in 
indorsed  to  the  defendants,  who  indorsed  it  to  the  plain-  ^hich  is  not  a 
tiff.    Second  count,  for  money  lent.    Third  count,  upon  an  attorniesHn" 
account  stated.  **»«  nam«  of  the 

i-i<»T  T»»iT/»  in  firm,  and  the 

Pleas,   by  the  defendant  Richards — first,   to  the  first  partner,  who  did 
count,  that  he  did  not  indorse  the  note;  and  secondly,  to  namerof  the 
the  second  and  third  counts,  non  assumpsit.  firm,  by  his 

'  *  plea  deny  the 

The  defendant  Pyne  suffered  judgment  to  go  by  default,  drawing,  ac- 
ceptance, or  in- 
dorsement re- 
It  was   opened  by   Piatt   for  the   plaintiff,  that   the  spectiveiy, 

defendants  had  been  for  some  years  in  partnership  as  must giveevi- 
attomies  and  solicitors,  and  had  been  also  extensively  amhorif  ^ofth 
employed  as  money  scriveners  by  various  gentlemen  of  other  partner  to 

•    *  .  t  1      /.    1  •  i»       draw*  accept,  or 

fashion  at  the  west  end  of  the  town,  to  raise  money  for  indorse  in  the 
those  gentlemen  on  the  discount  of  their  bills  and  notes,  firm*  but  in  the 
which  made  it  necessary  for  the  defendants,  in  the  course  *^*^®  of  a  com- 

•^  '  roercial  firm 

of  their  business,  to  indorse  a  considerable  number  of  such  this  is  not  ne- 
bills  and  notes,  for  the  purpose  of  their  being  discounted,  is  a  general 
He  would  show  that  it  had  been  the  constant  habit  for  each  *"p  °and  r. 
of  the  defendants  to  draw  and  indorse  bills  in  the  name  of  ^**°  were  in 

partnership  as 

the  firm,  and  it  would  also  be  shown  that  the  note  in  attomies,  were 
question  was  indorsed  by  Mr.  Pyne  in  the  partnership  dorsers  of  a  pro- 
name,  to  satisfy  a  joint  judgment  against  both  the  defend-  JUJ^aV^pTn 

the  name  of  the 
firm.  P.  suffered  judgment  by  default,  and  R.  pleaded  that  he  did  not  indorse  : — Held,  that 
in  order  to  show  an  authority  in  P.  to  indorse  notes  in  the  name  of  the  firm,  parol  evidence 
cilald  not  be  given  of  other  bills  and  notes  drawn,  accepted,  or  indorsed  in  a  similar  manner 
and  paid  by  the  firm,  as  showing  a  course  of  dealing  ;  but  that  each  bill  and  note  must  be  pro- 
duced or  accounted  for ;  and  that  such  of  the  bills  or  notes  as  had  been  given  up  to  the  defend- 
ants when  paid,  might  be  called  for  under  a  notice  to  produce,  and,  if  not  produced,  secondary 
evidence  might  be  given  of  their  contents. 

Held  also,  that  evidence  might  be  given  of  bills  and  notes  (which  were  produced)  which  had 
been  drawn,  accepted,  or  indorsed  by  R.  in  the  name  of  the  firm,  and  which  were  afterwards  paid 
by  the  firm,  as  this  was  evidence  of  a  mutual  authority  for  each  partner  to  draw,  accept,  and 
indorse  notes  and  bills  in  the  name  of  the  firm. 
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Lbyt 

V. 

Ptnb. 


ants^  and  that  Mr.  Richards^  after  the  note  was  so  indorsedi 
expressed  his  approbation  of  what  had  been  done* 

It  was  proved  by  Mr.  Daniels^  that  the  defendants  were 
in  partnership  as  attomies  and  solicitors^  and  were  also 
extensively  employed  as  money  scriveners  in  raising  mon^ 
for  various  clients  by  the  discount  of  bills  and  notes,  and 
that  he  had  discounted  a  bill  for  £62,  drawn  by  Messrs* 
Pyne  and  Richards  upon  a  person  named  Shirley,  which  bill 
was  drawn  in  the  name  of  the  firm  of  Pyne  and  Richards, 
but  in  the  handwriting  of  Mr.  Richards^  who  also  indorsed 
it  in  the  name  of  the  firm.     (This  bill  was  produced.) 

Alde&son,  B. — In  this  case,  which  is  not  one  relating 
to  a  commercial  firm,  it  must  be  shewn,  on  the  part  of  the 
plaintiff,  that  Mr.  Pyne  had  authority  to  indorse  in  the 
name  of  the  firm.  In  the  case  of  a  commercial  firm  there 
is  a  general  authority  (a). 

It  was  further  stated  by  Mr.  Daniels,  that  he  had  dis- 


(a)  In  the  case  of  Iledley  v. 
Bainhridge^  2  G.  &  D.  483,  it  was 
held  ibat  one  partner  of  a  firm  of 
attomies  has  no  authority  to  make 
a  promissory  note  in  the  name  of 
the  firm,  though  for  money  deli- 
vered to  him  in  the  course  of  busi- 
ness, to  be  invested  by  the  firm  on 
mortgage;  and  in  delivering  the 
judgment  of  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench  in  that  case,  Lord  Denmariy 
C.  J.,  said,  "  The  defendant  and  a 
Mr.  Spurrier  were  in  partnership 
as  attomies ;  a  sum  of  money  was 
deposited  with  Mr.  Spurrier  by  the 
plaintiff,  a  client  of  the  firm,  to  be 
laid  out  on  mortgage,  and  he  gave 
the  plaintiff  the  promissory  note  of 
the  firm  for  the  amount.  The 
question  is,  whether,  under  those 
circumstances.  Spurrier  had  power 
to  bind  the  firm  by  such  note.  No 


doubt  a  debt  was  due  from  the  fumy 
but  it  does  not  follow  that  one 
partner  had  authority  to  give  a 
promissory  note  for  that  debt. 
Partners  tn  trade  have  authority,  as 
regards  third  personsi  to  bind  the 
firm  by  bills  of  exchange,  for  it  is 
in  the  usual  course  of  mercantile 
transactions  so  to  do^  and  this  au- 
thority is  by  the  custom  of  mer- 
chants, which  is  part  of  the  general 
law  of  the  land,  but  the  same  lea^ 
son  does  not  apply  to  other  part- 
nerships. There  is  no  custom  or 
usage  that  attomies  should  be  par- 
ties to  negotiable  instruments^  nor 
is  it  necessary  for  the  purpoaet  of 
their  business.  Upon  the  whole 
we  think  that  the  implied  aalho- 
rity  is  confined  to  partners  in 
trade." 
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oonnted  ten  or  a  dozen  bills  for  Messrs.  Fyne  and  Richards^         1342. 
to  the  amount  of  £2000  or  £3000. 

PlaiL — Does  not  your  Lordship  think  I  may  ask  this 
witness  what  was  the  course  of  dealing  between  him  and 
the  defendants^  as  to  the  accepting  and  indorsing  of  bills? 

Aldebson^  B. — I  think  not.  The  way  in  which  the 
bills  were  drawn  and  indorsed,  and  in  whose  handwriting, 
would  appear  by  the  production  of  the  bills. 

Mr.  Morris  Levy,  a  son  of  the  plaintiff,  produced  a  bill 
which  was  drawn  in  the  name  of  "  Pyne  and  Richards,'' 
which  was  brought  to  him  by  Mr.  Richards,  and  of  which 
the  drawing  and  indorsement  was  in  Mr.  Richards's  hand- 
writing. 

Kelly,  for  the  defendant  Richards. — I  submit  that  the 
plaintiff  cannot  go  into  evidence  as  to  any  other  bills ;  and 
that  the  evidence  of  a  practice  is  not  receivable.  It  would 
not  follow,  that,  because  one  of  these  gentlemen  had  given 
the  other  authority  in  one,  or  even  in  one  hundred  instances, 
to  indorse  a  particular  bill  or  note,  or  particular  biUs  or 
notes,  that  he  therefore  gave  authority  for  the  indorsing  of 
this  note. 

Aldebson,  B. — ^The  question  is,  whether  evidence  of  a 
number  of  bills  given  in  this  way,  and  afterwards  paid, 
would  not  go  to  show  a  general  authority. 

Kelly. — ^Mr.  Pyne  having  given  Mr.  Richards  a  general 
authority,  or  any  number  of  particular  authorities,  to  in- 
dorse bills  or  notes  in  the  name  of  the  firm,  would  be  no 
evidence  that  Mr.  Richards  had  given  Mr.  Pyne  any 
suthority  at  all. 

Aldebson,  B. — I  cannot  say  that  it  might  not  be  evi- 
dence of  mutual  authority. 
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1842.  ^^'  Morris  Levy  further  said^  '^  I  had  a  bill  drawn  in 

the  name  of  '  Pyne  and  Richards/  in  the  handwriting  of 
Mr.  Fyne.  It  was  drawn  on  a  person  named  Shirley. 
Mr.  Richards  asked  me  to  renew  it^  and  gave  me  the  note 
I  have  produced^  which  is  signed  in  the  name  of  'Pjme 
and  Richards'  by  Mr.  Richards.  I  gave  up  the  bill  to 
Mr.  Richards.  I  have  often  discounted  bills  for  Messrs. 
Pjme  and  Richards  at  their  own  office^  when  both  have 
been  present." 

A  notice  to  produce  was  put  in^  and  by  it  the  plaintiff's 
attorney  gave  the  defendants  and  their  attorney  notice  to 
produce  ''all  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  the  said  defendants 
on  Count  D'Orsay^  and  all  promissory  notes  drawn  by 
Count  D'Orsay  and  indorsed  by  the  defendants^  and  all 
bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  the  defendants  on  —  Shirley, 
and  all  promissory  notes  made  by  —  Shirley  and  indorsed 
by  the  defendants.'' 

Mr.  Morris  Levy. — "  The  promissory  note  that  I  have 
produced  was  given  to  me  as  a  renewal  of  a  bill  of  the 
same  parties,  which  I  gave  up  to  Mr.  Richards.^ 


ff 


Piatt  called  for  that  bill  under  the  notice  to  produce^ 
but  it  was  not  produced. 

Mr.  Morris  Levy. — "  The  bill  which  I  gave  up  was  in- 
dorsed in  the  handwriting  of  Mr.  Pyne,  with  the  name  of 
'  Pyne  and  Richards.' " 

Mr.  Lewis,  the  plaintiff's  attorney,  produced  an  ex- 
amined copy  of  a  judgment  against  the  present  defendants, 
at  the  suit  of  the  present  plaintiff,  and  stated  that  that 
judgment  had  been  obtained  against  the  present  defend- 
ants, and  a  similar  judgment  against  Count  D'Orsay,  upon 
a  bill  of  exchange,  accepted  by  the  latter  and  drawn  by 
the  former ;  and  that  all  three  having  applied  for  time, 
he  had  agreed  to  take  the  note  on  which  the  present  action 


Pynj 
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was  bronght  in  Ilea  of  the  judgment;  and  that  Mr.  Pyne^         jg^^. 
having  indorsed  the  note  in  the  name  of  the  firm  of  Mr.      '**"">' — ' 

Levy 

Bichards^  called  on  the  following  day  to  ask  further  time^  v. 

when  he  (Mr.  Lewis)  said^  that  the  matter  was  settled^  and 
shewed  Mr.  Richards  the  note  which  Mr.  Pyne  had  in- 
dorsed ;  upon  which  Mr.  Eichards  said  it  was  all  right. 

Alderson^  B.^  inquired  of  the  defendants'  counsel  if  they 
had  any  answer  to  this  case^  and^  on  their  replying  in  the 
negative,  his  Lordship  directed  the  jury  to  find  for  the 
plaintiff. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff. 

Phut,  Humfrey,  and  Gunning,  for  the  plaintiff. 
Kelly f  Petersdorff,  and  Prideaux,  for  the  defendants. 

[Attornies — C.  Lewis,  and  /.  DavU,"] 
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Sittings  in  London  in  Michaelmas  Term,  1842. 

BEFORE    BARON   ALDERSON. 


Nov.  17 ih.     Gibson  and  Others^  Assignees  of  Emily  Ann  Birch^  a 

Bankrupt^  v.  Kino. 

A  boarding  and  X  ROVER  for  watches  and  plate. — ^The  first  count  of  the 
iwepe^  who  *  declaration  was  on  the  possession  of  the  bankrupt ;  and 
also  keeps  a       ^j^g  sccoud  couut  on  the  posscssiou  of  the  assimees. 

stock  of  wine,  *  ^  "^ 

which  she  sup-  Pleas — first,  uot  guiltjT.  Second^  "that  the  plaintifia  are  not 
boarders  and  assiguecs  of  the  cstatc  and  effects  of  the  said  Emily  Ann 
boluVaiVthne  Birch,  according  to  the  statutes  in  force  concerning  bank- 
as  each  of  them  ^pts ""  (concluding  to  the  country).    Third,  to  the  first 

may  require  it,         ^  ^  °  ^^ '  ' 

la  a  hotel-  couut  that  the  bankrupt  was  not  lawfully  possessed ;  and 

sect  2  of  the  Pourth^  to  the  second  count  that  the  plaintiffs,  as  assignees, 
6  Geo74'c!^*?6  "^^^^  ^^^  lawfully  posscsscd.  Notice  had  been  given  of 
and  as  such  disputing  the  trading  and  act  of  bankruptcy, 
bankrupt  laws.  The  fiat,  dated  the  7th  of  March,  1842,  was  put  in. — 
suffering  jud^  lu  it  the  bankrupt  was  described  as  "  Emily  Ann  Birch, 
dTfauiL  d^s^  ^^  ^^'  Bedford-place,  Russell-square,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
not "  procure  "  dlescx,  lodging-housc  keeper,  trader,  dealer  and  chapman.'' 
ukenin^xecu.  The  adjudication,  dated  the  8th  of  March,  184!2,  and  the 

tion  under  sect. 
3  of  the  Bank- 
rupt Acty  6  Geo.  4,  c.  16|  so  as  to  be  an  act  of  bankruptcy,  although  his  goods  be  afterwarda 
taken  in  an  execution  sued  out  upon  that  judgment. 

A  person's  *'  procuring  "  his  goods  to  be  taken  in  execution  has  no  effect  as  an  act  of  bank- 
ruptcy till  the  goods  are  actually  taken. 

A  fiat  in  bankruptcy  issued  on  the  7th  of  March  1 842,  and  in  an  action  of  trover  by  the 
assignees  for  goods  pledged  by  the  bankrupt  on  the  28th  of  February,  the  trading  was  disputed. 
The  bankrupt  was  a  boarding-house  keeper  and  sold  wine  to  her  boarders : — Heldt  that  a  paper 
in  the  handwriting  of  the  bankrupt,  purporting  to  be  an  account  between  her  and  one  of  her 
boarders,  from  December,  18M),  to  May,  1841,  was  not  receivable  in  evidence  to  prove  the 
trading,  unless  it  could  be  shown  to  have  been  written  before  the  bankruptcy ;  and  held  alio» 
that  a  book  containing  accounts  between  the  bankrupt  and  one  of  her  boarders,  of  dates  all  an* 
tecedent  to  the  bankruptcy,  and  to  which  the  word  *'  settled"  was  added  in  the  bankrupt's  band* 
writing,  was  also  not  receivable  in  evidence,  unless  it  was  shown  that  the  entries  were  written 
before  the  bankruptcy. 

If  in  an  action  of  trover  by  assignees  of  a  bankrupt  the  defendant  plead  that  the  plaintifi 
are  not  assignees,  the  plaintiffs  may,  on  that  issue,  give  evidence  of  any  act  of  bankruptcy 
committed  before  the  date  of  the  fiat,  although  such  act  of  bankruptcy  be  later  in  date  than  the 
transaction  which  is  relied  on  as  the  conversion  by  the  defendanL 
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appointment  of  assignees^  dated  the  18th  March^  1842^ 
were  put  in. 

To  prove  the  tradings  evidence  was  given  that  Mrs. 
Birch^  for  several  years  before  the  fiat  issued^  had  kept  a 
boarding-honse^  and  supplied  wine  by  a  bottle  at  a  time  to 
snch  of  her  inmates  as  required  it;  and  that^  in  the  latter 
end  of  1841^  she  laid  in  a  stock  of  twenty  dozen  of  port 
wine  and  twelve  dozen  of  sherry. 


1842. 


Hmnfrey,  for  the  plaintifis^  proposed  to  put  in  a  paper 
in  the  handwriting  of  the  bankrupt^  which  purported  to  be 
an  account  between  her  and  Miss  Scott^  who^  for  several 
years  before  the  fiat  had  issued,  was  one  of  the  inmates 
in  her  boarding-house.  The  account  purported  to  extend 
firom  December,  1840,  to  May,  1841. 

Kelly,  for  the  defendant. — I  submit  that  this  account  is 
not  receivable  in  evidence,  unless  it  can  be  shewn  to  have 
been  in  existence  before  the  bankruptcy. 


Humfrey. — ^The  case  of  Sinclair  v.  Baggaley  is  an  au- 
thority to  shew  that  the  date  in  an  account  is  prima  facie 
evidence  of  the  time  of  its  existence  (a),  and  all  the  dates 
in  this  account  are  long  before  the  bankruptcy. 


(a)  In  the  case  of  Sinclair,  assig- 
nee of  Gee,  a  bankrupt,  v.  Baggaley, 
4M.&W.  312,  which  was  an  action 
far  goods  sold  and  delivered  by  the 
btokrupt,  with  a  plea  of  set-off,  it 
was  held  that  a  written  paper,  con- 
taining a  statement  of  mutual  ac- 
eocmta  between  the  defendant  and 
die  bankrupt,  by  whom  it  was 
■gnedt  bearing  date  previous  to  the 
bnkmptcy,  and  showing  a  balance 
doe  to  the  defendant,  was  prim& 
evidence  in  this  action  that  it 
I  written  at  the  time  it  bore  date : 
and  Lord  Ahingevy  C.  B.,  said,  "It 
has  never  yet  been  held,  or  even 


contended,  that  where  a  paper  is 
adduced  in  evidence  against  a  bank- 
rupt or  his  assignee,  the  document  it- 
self is  notprimtl  facie  evidence  that  it 
was  made  at  the  time  it  bears  date, 
and  I  never  yet  knew  an  instance 
where  the  defendant  was  called 
upon  to  prove  the  actual  date.'' 

In  the  case  of  Anderson  v.  Wes^ 
ton  and  Badcock,  8  Scott,  583, 
which  was  an  action  against  the 
defendants  as  the  drawers  of  a  bill 
of  exchange,  it  was  held  that  a  bill 
of  exchange  must,  in  the  absence 
of  evidence  to  raise  a  presump- 
tion to  the  contrary,  be  taken  to 
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1842. 


Gibson 

V. 

Kino. 


Alderson^  B. — ^This  paper^  I  think^  does  not  on  the 
face  of  it  purport  to  have  been  made  out  before  the  bank- 
ruptcy. It  is  an  account  from  December^  1840^  to  May^ 
1841 ;  but  it  may  yery  well  have  been  made  out  after  the 
bankruptcy. 


The  evidence  was  rejected. 

As  further  evidence  of  the  tradings  Humjrey,  for  the 
plaintiffs^  proposed  to  put  in  a  book  containing  accounts 
between  the  bankrupt  and  Miss  Scott  of  different  dates, 
but  all  before  the  bankruptcy :  the  word  '^  settled  "  being 
written  in  different  parts  of  the  book  in  the  bankrupt's, 
handwriting. 

Alderson^  B. — This  book  may  have  been  made  up  yean 
after  the  acts  were  done.  You  must  shew  that  the  ac- 
counts tendered  in  evidence  existed  before  the  bankruptcy* 
The  decision  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer^  of  which  I  was  a 
member^  in  Sinclair  v.  BaggaUy,  has  been  greatly  doubted. 


The  book  was  not  given  in  evidence  (£). 

As  to  the  act  of  bankruptcy^  evidence  was  given  with  a 


have  been  drawn  on  the  day  on 
which  it  bears  date :  but  in  deliver- 
ing judgment,  Mr.  Justice  Bosan- 
quet  said,  "  There  is,  however,  one 
exception,  to  which  several  cases 
apply,  that  is,  where  a  bill  or  note 
is  produced  for  the  purpose  of  prov- 
ing a  petitioning- creditor's  debt  to 
support  a  fiat  in  bankruptcy.  In 
that  case,  though  there  may  be 
some  variance  in  the  decisions  on 
the  subject,  I  apprehend  it  may  be 
taken  to  be  now  settled,  that  some 
evidence  beyond  the  mere  date  is 
necessary  to  show  that  the  instru- 
ment produced  for  that  purpose 
had  its  existence  before  the  act  of 


bankruptcy  took  place;  but  the 
ground  for  requiring  that  proof 
appears  to  be  a  very  reasonable 
and  substantial  one.  A  proceeding 
in  bankruptcy  differs  from  an  ordi- 
nary suit :  the  effect  of  a  fiat  in 
bankruptcy  is  retrospective ;  it  in- 
validates all  transactions  that  take 
place  subsequently  to  the  act  of 
bankruptcy,  and  therefore  it  may 
well  be  deemed  insufficient,  in  such 
cases,  merely  to  produce  the  initni- 
ment,  without  giving  also  the  aux- 
iliary proof." 

(Jb)  See  the  case  of  M*Namarm 
V.  Gibbsy  ante,  p.  412. 
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view  of  shewing  an  act  of  bankruptcy  on  the  19tli  of        1842. 
February^  1842^  and  another  on  the  3rd  of  March^  1842. 

With  respect  to  the  defendant's  possession  of  the  watches 
and  plate^  which  were  the  subject  of  this  action^  three  ex- 
aminations of  the  defendant  under  the  fiat  were  put  in^ 
and  from  them  it  appeared  that  he  had  at  yarious  times, 
commencing  in  the  year  1836,  advanced  money  to  the 
bankrupt  to  the  amount  of  more  than  2000/. ;  and  that, 
on  the  12th  of  February,  1842,  he  commenced  an  action 
against  her  to  recover  the  amount  due  to  him,  in  which 
judgment  was  suffered  to  go  by  default,  and  in  which  final 
judgment  was  signed  on  the  28th  of  that  month;  and  that, 
on  the  same  day,  the  bankrupt  induced  him  to  lend  her 
£55  on  the  deposit  of  the  watches  and  plate,  which  were 
the  subject  of  the  present  action ;  that  he  did  then  lend 
her  the  sum  of  £55  and  received  those  articles  as  a  security; 
and  that,  on  the  Ist  of  March,  1842,  he  sued  out  a  writ  of 
fieri  facias  against  the  bankrupt  on  the  judgment  he  had 
recovered,  under  which  the  sheriff  levied  on  her  goods  on 
the  same  day. 

Humfrey,  for  the  plaintiffs,  proposed  to  go  into  evidence 
with  a  view  of  shewing  that  the  defendant  was  not  in  cir- 
cumstances to  have  advanced  such  large  sums  as  were  men- 
tioned by  him  in  his  examinations ;  and  he  proposed  to 
commence  this  head  of  evidence  in  the  year  1836. 

Kelly. — I  submit  that  the  state  of  the  defendant's  cir- 
cunstances  in  1836  cannot  be  relevant  on  an  inquiry  as  to 
whether  he  advanced  the  bankrupt  a  loan  of  £55  in  1842. 

Humfrey, — I  put  it  as  shewing  the  improbability  of  the 
rtatements  in  his  examinations. 

JS.  James,  on  the  same  side. — The  question  will  be,  whe- 
ther the  bankrupt's  suffering  judgment  to  go  by  default  in 
the  action,  which  the  defendant  brought  against  her,  is  not 
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1842.  of  itself  an  act  of  bankruptcy.  It  is  a  procuring  her  goods 
to  be  taken  in  execution^  which  is  an  act  of  bankruptcy; 
and  I  submit  that^  as  far  as  the  trader  is  concerned^  the 
act  is  complete  from  the  time  the  debtor  allows  the  creditor 
to  send  in  the  execution. 

AldersoN;  B. — It  seems  to  me  that  a  person  allowing 
judgment  to  go  by  default  suffers  his  goods  to  be  taken  in 
execution  rather  than  procures  them  to  be  so :  to  constitute 
an  act  of  bankruptcy  there  must  be  a  procuring  the  goods 
to  be  taken  in  execution,  and  that  procuring  has  no  effieet 
as  an  act  of  bankruptcy  till  the  goods  are  actually  taken. 

Kelly. — ^That  was  on  the  1st  of  March^  and  the  loan  of 
the  £55  by  the  defendant  was  on  the  previous  day. 

Alderson^  B. — ^You  have  pleaded  that  the  plaintifib  are 
not  assignees^  and  on  that  issue  they  may  give  evideiice 
of  any  act  of  bankruptcy  before  the  issuing  of  the  fiat; 
but  if  you  wiU  give  up  that  issue^  I  will  reject  the  evi- 
dence. 

Kdly. — ^I  cannot  do  that. 

Alderson^  B. — I  think  that  the  evidence  is  admissible 
to  shew  the  execution  fraudulent^  on  the  issue  that  the 
plaintiffs  are  not  assignees. 

The  evidence  was  given. 

Kelly,  for  the  defendant^  submitted  that  on  this  evidence 
the  bankrupt  was  not  a  trader  within  the  meaning  of  the 
bankrupt  laws^  and  that  the  case  of  Smith  and  AnotheTi 
assignees  of  Roberts,  v.  Scott  {c),  ought  to  be  reconsidered. 

(e)  2  M  00.  &  Sc.  35. — In  that  case      lodging-house,  supplying  the  guetli 
it  was  held,  that  one  who  keeps  a      with  provisions  at  a  small  profit, 
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Aldsbson^  B. — ^You  may  go  to  the  Court  on  that  point.         1342. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiffs. 
Htanfrey  and  E.  James,  for  the  plaintiffs. 
KeUy  and  Pashley,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attomies — H,  Lloyd,  and  W.  IL  King,"] 


On  a  subsequent  day  KtUy  applied  to  the  Court  for  a 
new  trial;  or  to  enter  a  nonsuit ;  but  the  Court  refused  a 
rule. 


{wBuAk  provisions  not  forming  any 
common  stock  of  the  house,  hut 
being  set  apart  for  tlie  particular  in- 
dividual or  famUy  for  whom  they 
sre  procured  )y  is  an  hotel  keeper 
within  the  meaning  of  the  stat.  6 
Geo.  4,  c.  16y  s.  2,  and,  as  such, 


subject  to  the  bankrupt  law.  In 
that  case,  the  house  was  not  licensed 
as  an  hotel,  and  there  was  nothing 
in  the  external  appearance  of  the 
house  to  indicate  its  character,  save 
a  bill  in  the  window  on  which  was 
written  "  Lodgings  to  let." 


Third  Sitting  at  Westminster  in  Michaelmas  Term,  1842, 


BEFORE    MR.    BARON    ALDERSON. 


Chapman^    Public    Officer    of  the    Newcastle,    Shields,      Nov.2\it. 
and  Sunderland  Union  Joint-Stock  Banking  Company, 
V.  Brown. 

Assumpsit  by  the  plaintiflF,  as  public  officer  of  the  intheExche^ 
above-named  banking  company,  upon  a  bill  of  exchange  be  tried  at  the 
for  1364/.  2s.  of  which  the  company  were  indorsees.     The  [erm.  and"* '" 
Mil  having  been  drawn  by  the  Northern  Coal  Mining  Com-  ^^e«  *»«  n^t 

,  four  days  re- 

pany  on  the  defendant,  and  accepted  by  him,  payable  to  maining  in  the 

term  after  the 
feCnm  day  of  the  distringas,  the  plaintiff  ought  to  apply  for  speedy  execution>  in  order  that  he 
mtj  not  be  delayed  till  the  next  term. 

H  H  2 
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1842.        ^^^  order  of  the  drawers  six  months  after  date^  and  by 
them  indorsed  to  the  before-mentioned  banking  company. 
Plea — ^that  the  defendant  did  not  accept  the  bill. 
The  acceptance  was  proved^  and  there  was  a 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff. 

Granger,  for  the  plaintiff^  applied  for  speedy  execa- 
tion^  on  the  ground  that  the  writ  of  distringas  would  be 
returnable  on  the  22nd  of  November^  and  the  term  ended 
on  the  25th  of  November. 

Aldebson^  B. — ^As  there  will  not  be  four  days  left  in 
the  term,  you  will  require  a  certificate  for  speedy  execution— 
you  shall  have  execution  immediately. 

Certificate  for  immediate  execution 
granted  (a). 

Granger,  for  the  plaintiff. 

[AttornieB — Shield  Sf  Harwufod,  and  Swam  Sf  Co  J] 

(a)    We   believe  that    in    the  gas  be  returnable  on  any  day  is 

Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  if  a  case  that  term,  although  there  may  not 

be  tried  at  the  third  sittings  in  be  four  days  remaining  in  the  teim 

term,  a  certificate  for  speedy  execu-  after  the  return  day  of  the  distrin- 

tion  is  not  necessary,  if  the  distrin-  gas. 
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Sittings  at  Westminster  after  Michaelmas  Term^  1842. 

BEFORE  MR.  BARON  OURNEY. 

Domett  and  Another  v.  Young  and  Another.  Dec,  Ut, 

Assumpsit  on  a  policy  of  insurance  on  the  schooner  A  ship  which 

Union. — ^The  first  count  of  the  declaration  stated,  that,  "^^ounTlnd^ 

before  the  death  of  Henry  Reynolds,  the  plalntlflFs  did  make  ^"  J5"''*'shV 

assurance  with  the  Forth  Marine  Insurance  Company,  lost  was  surveyed, 

or  not  lost,  for  ten  calendar  months,   from  the  1st  of  quenceofihe 

February  to  the  80th  of  November,  1841,  upon  the  ship  gu^^eyoi^!  wm 

or  vessel  called  the  Union,  for  £600,  the  ship  valued  at  soW  as  she  Uy : 

'  .      .  — -/Te/d,  that,  to 

£700 :  that  the  policy  was  made  by  the  plaintiffs  as  agents  entitle  the  as- 

for  Whitwell  Theaker  and  Henry  Reynolds,  since  deceased,  as  foratotaUoss, 

and  that  the  defendants  being  partners  in  the  said  com-  J|*^^y  Jhe  jur*' 

pany^  and  two  of  the  directors  thereof,  promised  to  per-  that,  as  prudent 

form  all  things  in  the  policy  contained.     This  count  of  the  cising  a  sound 

declaration  then  went  on  to  aver  an  Interest  in  the  vessel,  Jouid"?nhey  ^ 

to  the  value  of  the  sum  insured,  in  Whitwell  Theaker  and  ^^^  J*®?"  ""*"- 

sured,  have 

Henry  Reynolds  till  the  time  of  the  death  of  the  latter,  sold  the  vessel 

ao    thpV    did  ' 

and  In  W.  T.  and  Emily  Reynolds,  executrix  of  Henry  and  that  the 
Reynolds,  afterwards  and  at  the  time  of  the  loss,  and  stated  SHo^oViy" 

a  total   loss  by  perils  of  the    seas,  on  the  27th  day  of  Oc-    that  the  assur- 
ed, if  uninsured, 

tober,  1841.     Second  count,  for  money  had  and  received,  would  have 
Third  count,  upon  an  account  stated.  J^^!  but  thaf 

Pleas—''  As  to  so  much  of  the  first  count  of  the  decla-  tj^^x  d«d  pru- 

dently  in  so 

ration  as  relates  to  the  non-payment  by  the  defendants  of  acting. 
the  sum  of  £170,  parcel  of  the  said  sum  of  £600  in  the  fendanthas 
said  first  count  mentioned,  and  as  to  the  last  count,  so  far  L'unN'Jhr 
as  relates  to  £170,  parcel  of  the  money  in  that  count  men-  pleaded  that 

,  .  .  .the  plaintiff 

tioned,'    an  allegation,  that  "  the  said  account  stated  in  has  sustain- 
the  said  last  count,  as  to  the  said  sum  of  £170,  parcel  damagest^the 
of  the   money  in  that  count  mentioned,  was  so   stated  Pla'^J^ffn^^y 

•^  '  give  in  evi- 

of  and  concerning  the  said  sum  of  £170,  parcel  of  the  denceajudge's 

summons  taken 
out  by  the  de- 

fendaot  two  days  before  the  trial,  to  allow  him  to  pay  a  larger  f uni  into  court,  although  that 

•nannoiit  waa  abandoned  and  no  order  made  upon  it. 
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said  sum  of  £600  in  the  said  first  count  mentioned/' 
and  a  plea  of  payment  of  that  sum  into  courts  and  that 
the  plaintifi^s  had  not  sustained  damages  to  a  greater 
amount.  '^  And  as  to  the  said  first  county  except  as  re- 
lates to  the  non-payment  of  the  said  sum  of  £170^  pared 
of  the  said  £600^  the  defendants  say  that  the  said  ship  or 
vessel  was,  by  the  perils  and  dangers  of  the  seas,  and  by 
stormy  and  tempestuous  weather  and  the  violence  of  tiie 
winds,  a  little  bulged,  broken,  damaged,  and  spoiled,  as  in 
the  declaration  is  mentioned ;  and  that  the  said  WhitweD 
Theaker  and  the  said  Emily  Reynolds  thereby  sustained 
and  incurred  a  certain  average  loss  to  the  amount  of  the 
said  sum  of  £l  70  above  excepted,  and  no  more,  without 
this,  that  the  said  ship  or  vessel  was  wholly  lost  to  the  said 
W.  T.  and  to  the  said  £.  B.  as  such  executrix  as  aforesaid, 
in  manner  and  form  as  is  in  the  said  count  alleged^'  (con* 
eluding  to  the  country  (a) ).  As  to  the  second  count  of  the 
declaration,  and  as  to  the  last  count,  except  as  to  dElTO, 
parcel  thereof,  in  the  introductory  part  of  the  first  plea 
mentioned,  non  assumpserunt. 


Shee,  Serjt.,  for  the  plaintifiPs,  in  his  opening,  submitted 
that,  if  a  ship  was  so  much  injured  by  a  peril  of  the  seas, 
that  though  her  materials  were  left,  she  had  ceased  to  exist 
in  the  character  and  for  the  purposes  of  a  ship,  this  was  a  total 
loss.    He  cited  the  cases  of  Cambridge  v.  Andertan  (i) ;  and 


(a)  By  the  rule  of  Hilary  Term, 
4  Will.  4,  No.  13,  "  All  special 
traverses,  or  traverses  with  an  in- 
ducement of  affirmative  matter, 
shall  conclude  to  the  country:  pro- 
vided that  this  regulation  shall  not 
preclude  the  opposite  party  from 
pleading  over  to  the  inducement 
when  the  traverse  is  immaterial." 

(b)  4  D.  &  R.  203,  and  2  B.  & 
C.  691.  In  that  case,  it  appeared 
that  the  vessel  was  so  damaged  by 
a  sea  peril,  that,  in  order  to  render 
her  sea-worthy,  it  would  cost  as 
much  to  repair  her  as  she  was  ori- 


ginally worth,  and  that  the  captain 
sold  her  to  a  purchaser,  who  par- 
tially repaired  her  and  sent  her 
upon  a  voyage,  which  she  never 
completed,  in  consequence  of  her 
infirmity  :  and  it  was  held,  finC, 
that  the  underwriters  were  liable  ai 
for  a  total  loss,  though  the  vcsmI 
remained  in  specie  at  the  time  she 
was  sold ;  and  secondly,  that  no- 
tice of  abandonment  was  unnecet* 
sary  to  entitle  the  owner  to  re- 
cover. In  that  case,  Lord  Chief 
Justice  Abbott  said,  *'  If  the  ship 
remains  in  specie  u  a  jAA^  aod 
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ABem  v.  Sugrue  (c) ;  the  former  of  which  cases  was  reeog- 
in  the  case  of  Boux  y.  Salvador  {d). 


1842. 


It  appeared  from  the  evidence^  that^  on  the  25th  of  Oc- 
tober^ 1841^  the  Union  had  come  to  Deal  with  a  cargo  of 
coals,  and  that,  as  is  nsual  with  colliers  at  that  place^  she 
was  "  beached/' — which  means  run  upon  the  beach  for 
the  purpose  of  discharging  her  cargo, — but  that  before  the 
cargo  could  be  discharged  the  wind  veered  from  east-north- 


STsilable  for  the  purposes  of  a  ship^ 
she  cannot  be  said  to  be  totally 
lott ;  but  if  she  is  a  mere  congeries 
of  planks,  utterly  useless  without  a 
repair  which  would  cost  more  than 
her  value,  which  was  the  case 
here,  then  she  is  totally  lost  in 
every  fair  sense  of  the  words;" 
and  on  Copley ,  A.  G.,  observing, 
that  she  was  sold  as  a  ship 
with  her  register,  his  Lordship 
added,  '*  The  name  you  give  a 
thing  will  not  alter  the  nature  of 
it,»' 

(c)  3  M.  &  R.  9,  and  8  B.  &  C. 
561.  In  that  case,  the  ship  had 
gone  aground,  and  the  expenses  of 
repairing  her  would  have  exceeded 
what  she  was  worth  when  repaired, 
and  Lord  Tenter  den  ^  C.  J.,  said, 
''  The  question  in  this  case  is,  was 
this  a  total  loss?  The  jury  have 
found  that  the  ship  was  so  damaged 
as  not  to  be  worth  the  costs  of  re* 
pairing  her.  In  other  words,  they 
have  found  that,  though  the  mate- 
rials were  left,  the  ship  had  ceased 
to  exist  in  the  character  and  for  the 
purposes  of  a  ship.  In  short,  that 
the  ship  was  a  total  loss,  for  that, 
according  to  the  decision  in  several 
recent  cases  upon  this  subject,  is 
the  legal  effect  and  result  of  their 
finding." 

(</)  In  the  case  of  Roux  v.  Sal* 
vadWf  4  Scotty  1,  hides  were  ship- 
ped on  board  a  vessel  at  Val- 
paraiso for  Bordeaux.     The  ship 


sailed  from  Valparaiso  on  the  13th 
of  May,  and  on  the  7  th  of  July  put 
into  Rio  de  Janeiro  in  consequence 
of  damage  by  stress  of  weather.  It 
being  found  that  the  hides  were  so 
much  damaged  that  it  would  be 
impracticable  to  carry  them  in 
specie  to  the  termination  of  the 
voyage,  (they  being  in  such  a  state 
that  they  must  either  have  been 
annihilated  by  putrefaction  or 
thrown  overboard),  they  were  sold 
at  Rio  for  one-fourth  of  their  value. 
On  the  23rd  of  July  the  ship  set 
sail  from  Rio  on  her  voyage  to 
Bordeaux,  and  was  stranded  on 
the  29th  of  September,  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  Garonne.  In  an  ac- 
tion on  a  policy  containing  a  me- 
morandum, declaring  '*  cocoa  and 
hides  free  of  particular  average, 
unless  the  ship  were  stranded,*'  it 
appeared  that  the  assured  received 
the  news  of  the  damage  and  of  the 
sale  of  the  hides  at  the  same  time  : 
and  it  was  held,  first,  that  this  was 
not  a  stranding  of  the  ship  within 
the  meaning  of  the  memorandum, 
so  as  to  entitle  the  assured  to  re- 
cover for  an  average  loss ;  and  se- 
condly, that  the  assured  were  enti- 
tled to  recover  as  for  a  total  loss 
without  abandonment.  In  that  case, 
the  authority  of  the  case  of  Cam' 
bridge  v.  Anderton  was  recognized 
by  Lord  Abinger,  C.  B.,  in  deliver- 
ing the  judgment  of  the  court  of 
Exchequer  Chamber. 
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1842.  ^^^  ^  south-west ;  and  rough  weather  coming  on^  it  he- 
came  necessary  that  she  should  be  hauled  off  and  floated; 
but  in  an  attempt  to  do  this,  an  anchor  came  home,  and 
the  vessel  drifted  broadside  upon  the  beach  and  sustaiiied 
very  considerable  damage.  It  was  further  proved,  that  the 
captain  caused  a  survey  and  report  to  be  made  by  Captain 
Taylor  and  Mr.  H.  R.  Reynolds,  who  reported  that  they 
found  the  vessel  '^  very  much  strained  all  over,  the  butts 
started,  the  oakum  washed  out  of  the  seams,  and  the  vessel 
much  and  generally  injured,^^  but  ^'  that  the  full  extent 
of  the  damage  could  not  be  accurately  ascertained  till  the 
vessel  should  be  placed  in  dock/'  And  they  recommended, 
for  the  benefit  of  all  parties,  that  the  schooner  should  be 
sold  as  she  then  lay,  as  there  would  be  great  expense,  un- 
certainty, and  risk  in  getting  her  off,  and  the  probable 
repairs  might  exceed  the  value  of  the  vessel.  It  further 
appeared,  that  in  consequence  of  this  survey  and  report, 
and  the  weather  still  continuing  bad,  the  captain  caused 
the  vessel  to  be  sold  by  auction  in  the  state  in  which  she 
then  lay;  and  that  her  hull  was  bought  for  £105,  and  her 
spars,  &c.  for  £80  more,  by  Mr.  Bushell,  a  shipbuilder 
carrying  on  business  at  Deal.  It  was  proved  by  Mr. 
Bushell,  that  it  cost  him  £50  to  remove  the  vessel  firom 
the  place  at  which  she  was,  and  about  £300  more  to  repair 
her;  but  that  he  had  repaired  her,  and  the  vessel  had 
made  several  voyages  since.  Mr.  Bushell  also  stated,  that, 
from  having  a  number  of  men  always  in  his  employ,  he 
had  caused  the  vessel  to  be  repaired  on  much  more  advan- 
tageous terms  than  an  owner  could  have  done ;  and  that, 
if  the  weather  had  continued  bad,  the  vessel  would  have 
been  lost  altogether. 

It  was  proved  by  Mr.  Friend,  that  he  had  surveyed  the 
vessel  before  the  auction,  and  found  that  "  some  of  her 
floor-timbers  next  the  kelson  were  broken,  several  butt- 
ends  started,  some  of  her  stern-posts  started,  the  oakum 
washed  out,  and  several  trenails  started ;"  but  that  it  was 
*^  impossible  to  make  an  accurate  survey  without  taking 
up  her  ceiling/' 
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■'  Captain  Taylor  was  called  to  prove  the  state  of  the 
Tessel  when  he  surveyed  her ;  and  he  also  stated^  that  if 
the  weather  were  calm  the  vessel  could  have  been  got  off 
easily;  but  that^  under  all  the  circumstances^  he  should 
have  broken  the  vessel  up. 

With  a  view  of  shewing  that  the  sum  paid  into  court  was 
not  sufficient^  Shee^  Serjt.^  for  the  plaintiffs^  proposed  to 
put  in  a  summons  of  Baron  Alderson,  served  by  one  of  the 
clerks  of  the  defendants^  attornies  on  Mr.  Curling,  one  of 
the  plaintiffs'  attornies,  two  days  before  the  trial.  This  was 
a  summons,  calling  upon  the  plaintiffs'  attornies  to  shew 
cause  why  the  defendants  should  not  have  leave  to  pay  a 
farther  sum  of  £30  into  court.  This  summons  had  been 
abandoned,  and  no  order  had  been  made  upon  it. 

Thesiger,  for  the  defendants. — I  submit  that  this  sum* 
mons  is  not  receivable  in  evidence,  as  no  order  was  made 
upon  it. 

GuBNBY,  B. — I  shall  receive  the  evidence. 


1842. 


The  summons  was  given  in  evidence. 

TTiesiger  addressed  the  jury  for  the  defendants,  and  sub- 
mitted, that,  if  the  captain  had  exercised  a  sound  discretion 
as  a  prudent  owner  would  have  done  in  case  his  ship  had 
been  uninsured,  he  would  have  had  her  repaired  instead 
of  selling  her  as  he  did.  He  cited  the  case  of  Young  v. 
I\irinff(e),  and,  with  respect  to  the  summons,  he  submitted 


(e)  In  the  case  of  Young  v. 
Titring,  Bart.,  2  Scott,  N.  R.  752, 
in  which  the  question  was,  whe- 
ther there  was  a  partial  or  a  total 
loMy  Lord  Chief  Justice  T'mdal 
told  the  jury,  *'  That  they  were  to 
take  into  their  consideration  the 
cost  of  the  repairs  on  the  one  hand, 
and  on  the  other  what  would  he 
the  intrinsic  value  of  the  ship  to 
tiM  owner  under  all  the  circum- 


stances attending  her,  after  she  was 
repaired;  and  that  they  were  to 
say,  whether  the  owner  of  this  ship, 
being  a  man  of  prudence  and  dis- 
cretion, and  uninsured,  would,  un- 
der all  the  existing  circumstances, 
have  repaired  his  ship  or  not ;  that 
if  a  prudent  and  discreet  owner, 
being  uninsured,  would  have  re« 
paired  the  ship,  the  assured  ought 
to  have  done  so,  and  the  loss  in 


470 


1842. 


CASES  AT  NISI  PRIUS^ 

that  that  did  not  prove  that  the  defendants  admitted  a 
greater  amount  of  damages  than  £170^  because  prudent  per« 
sons  often  paid  into  court  larger  sums  than  they  ought^  from 
a  fear  of  paying  in  too  little^  which  would  place  them  in  as 
bad  a  situation  as  if  they  had  paid  in  no  money  at  all. 

Gurnet^  B.  (in  summing  up). — ^The  main  question  in 
this  case  is^  whether  the  loss  was  a  total  loss^  or  a  partial 
loss  only;  and  in  determining  that  question^  you  will  have 
to  consider  whether  the  owners  of  the  ship,  as  prudent 
men,  and  exercising  a  sound  judgment,  would,  if  they  had 
been  uninsured,  have  sold  the  vessel,  as  was  done  here,  or 
whether  they  would  have  employed  persons  to  try  to  get 
her  off,  and,  if  successful,  have  repaired  the  vessel  for 
themselves;  for,  in  order  to  entitle  the  plaintiffs  in  this 
case  to  recover  as  for  a  total  loss,  they  must  satisfy  you,  that, 
if  they  had  been  uninsured,  they  would  have  acted  as  they 
have  done,  and  also  that  they  did  prudently  in  so  acting. 

The  jury  found  that  there  had  been  a  partial 
loss  only,  and  it  was  arranged  that  the 
amount  should  be  ascertained  upon  a  re- 
ference. 

Shee,  Serjt.,  and  Peacock,  for  the  plaintiffs. 
Thesiger  and  Greenwood,  for  the  defendants. 

[Attornies — Fyson  4"  Co,^  and  OUvenon  8r  Co,"] 


that  case  was  only  a  partial  loss ; 
and  if  such  person  would  not  have 
repaired  his  ship,  the  loss  was  a 
total  loss."  To  this  direction  of 
the  Lord  Chief  Justice  there  was  a 
bill  of  exceptions,  but  the  Court  of 
Exchequer  held,  that  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  was 
right ;  and  Lord  Abinger,  C.  B.,  in 
delivering  the  judgment  of  that 
court,  said,  '*  The  Lord  Chief  Ju»*- 


tice  has  laid  down  the  usual  and 
recognized  rule,  that  the  jury  ought 
to  consider,  whether,  under  all  the 
circumstances  attending  the  ship,  a 
prudent  owner,  if  uninsured,  would 
have  repaired  the  vessel."  In  that 
case  it  was  also  held,  that,  in  deter- 
mining this  question,  the  jury  were 
not  to  take  into  their  consideratioD 
the  circumstance  of  the  ship  being 
valued  at  iSSOOO  in  the  policy. 
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C 


^ASE  for  the  infringement  of  a  patent,  dated  15th  of  in  an  action  for 

March^  1837,  for  "  certain  improvements  in  paving,  pitch-  ment"o"a^pa. 

ing,  or  covering  streets,  roads,  and  other  ways/'    The  de-  |5JJ^»  ^^^  ^^' 

claration,  besides  the  usual  breaches,  that  the  defendants  by  his  notice  of 

objections 

used  the  plaintiff's  invention,  &c.,  stated  that  the  defend-  (given  under 
ants  did  make  and  cause  to  be  made  large  quantities  of  wIil^^C  83 
wooden  blocks,  for  the  purpose  of  paving  roads,  streets,  *•  ^)»  ^  ^f " 

^      '^  JT  o  ^       ^  i'    yQjjjj  jjjg  pleas, 

and  ways  according  to  the  improvements  of  the  plaintiff,      Semble,  that 

J  .      .     .     ^  -  ,  .     .  .  -n,  n     J.         ±.        -ij.        if  an  invention, 

and  m  imitation  of  his  invention,  rleas,  first,  not  guilty,  for  which  a  pa- 
Second,  that  the  plaintiff  was  not  the  true  or  first  inventor,  ^^"iid.^if'^uf ' 
Third,  that  the  said  invention  was  not,  at  the  time  of  into  practice, 

be  useful,  an 

making  and  granting  the  said  letters  patent,  a  new  inven-  acUon  for  the 
Hon  within  this  realm,  but  had  been  and  was  publicly  Ihe"piuent*may 
practised  and  used  before.   Fourth,  that  the  nature  of  the  be  maintained, 

,      ,  ,  .  .  although  the 

said  invention,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  same  was  and  plaintiff's  in- 

is  to  be  performed,  were  not  nor  are  particularly  described  never  been  put 

or  ascertained  by  the  specification.     Fifth,  that  the  said  exc^'ept  by^he*' 

invention  was  not  nor  is  of  any  public  use  or  benefit.     All  defendant.whcn 

he  infringed 

the  defendants'  pleas  concluded  to  the  country,  except  the  the  patent, 
third,  which  concluded  with  a  verification.     Replication  to  action  for  in- 
the  third  plea,  that  the  said  invention  was,  at  the  time  of  {^^*"5!."^  *PV 

*        '  '  tent  for  blocks 

the  making  and  granting  the  said  letters  patent,  a  new  for  pavement, 
invention  within  this  realm,  and  had  not  been  nor  was  claimed  as 

1  •     •  • 

publicly  practised  or  known  before  that  time  (concluding  that hlsWock 
to  the  country).  was  beviiied 

*' '  ^  both  mwards 

The  defendants  had,  under  the  stat.  5  &  6  Will.  4,  c.  83,  and  outwards 

on  the  same  side 
of  the  block,  and  it  was  alleged  that  the  defendant's  blocks  were  an  imitation  of  the  plaintiff's,  as 
two  of  the  defendant's  blocks  were  equivalent  to  one  of  the  plaintiff's: — Heldt  that  it  was  for  the 
jury  to  say  whether  the  defendant's  blocks  were  in  effect  the  same  as  the  plaintiff's,  although 
DO  single  block  of  the  defendant's  was  bevilled  both  inwards  and  outwards  on  the  same  side. 

In  such  a  case  the  specification  did  not  state  at  what  angle  the  bevils  should  be  made,  and 
one  witness  stated,  that  the  angle  was  material,  but  another  witness  stated  that  any  angle 
would  be  of  some  benefit : — Heldy  that  if  the  jury  thought  that  a  bevil  at  any  angle  would  be 
beneficial,  the  specification  would  be  good,  although  it  omitted  to  state  any  particular  angle  at 
which  the  bevils  should  be  made. 

If  a  patent  be  taken  out  for  blocks  for  paving  with  "  stone  or  any  other  suitable  material** 
this  will  include  wood  pavement,  although  no  wood  pavement  was  in  actual  use  at  the  date  of 
the  patent,  and  although  the  inventor  might  not  have  had  wood  pavement  in  his  contemplation. 
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s.  5  (a),  given  to  the  plaintiff  a  notice  of  sixteen  objections, 
wUch  were  in  substance  as  follows : — Firsts  that  the  mode 
of  paving  described  in  the  letters  patent  was  not  new. 

Second^  that  the  invention  does  not  shew  any  new 
method  of  cutting  the  materials. 

Third,  "  that,  at  the  time  of  granting  the  letters  patent| 
wood  pavement  was  not  practised  or  known  in  England, 
and  the  term  'paving^  or  'pitching^  signifies  a  road  laid 
with  stones  endwise ;  and  throughout  the  whole  patent  the 
word  'wood^  is  not  used,  but  only  stone  or  other  suitable 
materials  of  a  similar  nature,  such  as  marble,  granite,  or 
any  mineral  substance,  but  not  vegetable  substance.^' 

Fourth,  that  the  patent  does  not  apply  to  any  pitching 
or  covering  of  wood,  and  is  not  applicable  to,  and  does  not 
authorize  the  making  roads  with  wood. 

Fifth,  that  the  specification  was  not  sufficient,  because 
it  did  not  state  any  invention,  any  novelty,  any  new  pro- 
cess, or  aiiy  new  result  from  an  old  process. 

Sixth,  that  the  plaintiff's  claim  is  for  all  shapes,  fornu, 
and  bevils,  and  no  angle  is  defined  in  the  specification. 

Seventh,  that  the  plan  and  section  do  not  agree. 

Eighth,  that  no  exact  depth  of  the  materials  is  given. 

Ninth,  that  the  specification  sometimes  says  half  stones 
to  be  against  the  curb,  but  the  section  does  not  shew  it. 

Tenth,  that  iron  and  brick  roads  were  tried  after  the  in- 


(fl)  By  which  it  is  enacted,  **  That 
in  any  action  brought  against  any 
person  for  infringing  any  letters 
patent,  the  defendant,  on  pleading 
thereto,  shall  give  to  the  plaintiff, 
and  in  any  scire  facias  to  repeal 
such  letters  patent,  the  plaintiff 
shall  file  with  his  declaration,  a  no- 
tice of  any  objections  on  which  he 
means  to  rely  at  the  trial  of  such 
action ;  and  no  objection  shall  be 
allowed  to  be  made  in  behalf  of 
such  defendant  or  plaintiff  respec- 
tively at  such  trial,  unless  he  prove 


the  objections  stated  in  such  no- 
tice :  provided  always,  that  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  any  judge  at 
chambers,  on  summons  served  by 
such  defendant  or  plaintiff  on  such 
plaintiff  or  defendant  respectively, 
to  show  cause  why  he  should  not 
be  allowed  to  offer  other  objec- 
tions, whereof  notice  shall  not  have 
been  given  as  aforesaid,  to  give 
leave  to  offer  such  objections,  <m 
such  terms  as  to  such  judge  shall 
seem  fit." 
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in  them,  they  are  of  no  practical  benefit  or  advantage.  ^     "^     ' 
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Eleventh,  that  the  supposed  invention  is  of  no  public  «. 

benefit  or  advantage. 

Twelfth,  that  it  was  not  new. 

Thirteenth,  that  the  title  of  the  patent  is  insufficient  and 
inapplicable,  if  it  was  intended  thereby  to  extend  to  wood 
pavements,  such  as  have  been  put  in  practice  and  used  by 
the  defendants. 

Fourteenth,  that  the  specification  is  insufficient,  because 
it  does  not  describe  the  invention  so  that  it  is  fully  dis- 
closed and  made  known  to  the  public. 

Fifteenth,  that  by  the  specification  it  is  not  described 
whether  the  sides  of  the  materials  should  be  laid  down  at 
right  angles  with  the  base,  or  with  each  other,  or  at  any 
angle,  or  in  what  figure;  nor  do  the  drawings  supply  that 
defect,  nor  does  the  length,  breadth,  or  depth  of  the  stones 
or  other  materials  appear. 

Sixteenth,  that  the  depth,  breadth,  and  length  of  the 
stones  or  other  substances  will  depend  on  the  mineral  or 
vegetable  substances  used,  whereas  neither  the  specifica- 
tion nor  drawings  point  out  nor  define  what  differences 
will  be  created,  or  how  met  or  disposed  of. 

It  was  opened  by  Pollock,  A.  G.,  for  the  plaintiff,  that 
the  plaintiff  had  invented  a  block  which  was  useful  for  wood 
pavement,  the  plaintiff^s  block  being  in  the  form  of  two 
•olid  rhombs,  placed  one  in  front  of  the  other  in  opposite 
directions,  so  that  each  side  of  one  of  the  plaintiff^s  blocks 
was  bevilled  both  inwards  and  outwards.  This  block  had 
been  imitated  by  the  defendants,  each  of  whose  blocks  con- 
sisted of  a  single  solid  rhomb,  and  the  defendants  then  fas- 
tened their  blocks  together  by  pins,  so  that  two  of  the  de- 
fendants' blocks  fastened  together  by  the  pins,  as  they  were 
intended  to  be,  were  exactly  the  same  as  one  of  the  blocks 
of  the  plaintiff;  and  if  one  of  the  plaintiff's  blocks  were 
cat  in  half,  so  as  to  detach  from  each  other  the  two  solid 
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1842.        rhombs  of  which  it  confidsted,  the  two  parts  would  be  etch 
"* — ^      of  them  the  same  as  one  of  the  defendants'  blocks.    It 

^ff  ACN  AM  ARA. 

V,  appeared  from  the  defendants'  objections^  delivered  nnder 

the  5th  section  of  the  stat.  5  &  6  Will.  4,  c.  83,  that  it  wis 
to  be  objected  that  the  plaintiff's  patent  was  not  taken  out 
for  wood  pavement^  and  that  the  defendants  meant  to  idy 
on  sixteen  different  objections. 

Lord  Abingeb^  C.  B. — ^Whatever  objections  the  de- 
fendants may  have  given  you  notice  of  they  cannot  go 
beyond  their  pleas.  I  apprehend  that  the  statnte  does 
not  make  the  notice  of  objections  stand  in  the  place  of 
pleas. 

Kelly,  for  the  defendants. — ^The  notice  of  objectioDS 
merely  states  more  particularly  what  the  pleas  state  more 
generally. 

Pollock,  A.  G-. — The  objection  is^  that  wood  is  not  ipe- 
ciBcaUy  mentioned  either  in  the  patent  or  in  the  spedfica* 
tion. 

Lord  Abinoer,  C.  B. — This  is  not  a  patent  for  wood 
pavement^  it  is  for  paving  without  any  limit  as  to  ma- 
terial. 

On  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  an  examined  copy  of  the 
specification  was  put  in.  It  was  dated  the  1st  of  Septem- 
ber^ 1837,  and  was  as  follows : — 

"  My  invention  consists  in  an  improved  mode  <^cuttuig 
or  forming  stone,  or  other  suitable  material,  for  paving  or 
covering  roads  or  other  places,  such  as  roofs  of  buildings, 
or  floors,  as  hereafter  described.''  [Here  followed  a  de* 
scription  of  a  drawing  annexed  to  the  specification.  fHieie 
was  no  scale  attached  to  the  drawing,  and  the  predse  angle 
at  which  the  bevils  were  to  be  made  was  not  stated.]  And 
it  concluded — ''  And  I  would  have  it  understood^  that  what 


HULSB. 


MICHAELMAS  TERM,  6  VICT.— EX.  475 

I  claim  is  the  mode  herein  explained  of  forming  or  working        1342. 
the  stones  or  other  materials  to  the  figures  A.  or  B.,  for      """"^v^ 

,  i.         -I     .       1  .  .    ,  .  Macnamara 

the  purpose  of  producing  better  pavmg^  pitching^  or  cover-  ». 

ing  of  streets^  roads^  and  ways^  and  other  purposes^  as 
aboTc  described.^' 

It  was  proved  by  Mr.  Bebbington  that  he  had  made 
seven  of  those  blocks  for  the  plaintiflT,  who  had  shewn  him 
a  copy  of  the  specification  and  drawings  and  also  given 
him  some  verbal  directions;  but  he  stated  that  any  person 
of  competent  skill  could  have  made  the  blocks  from  seeing 
the  specification  and  drawing  only^  without  any  verbal  ex- 
planation or  direction;  and  that^  although  the  precise 
angle  at  which  the  bevils  were  to  be  made  was  not  stated, 
that  could  not,  in  the  witness's  judgment,  be  material,  as 
a  bevil  at  any  angle  would  be  to  some  extent  useful 

It  was  proved  by  Mr.  Robertson,  the  Editor  of  the 
Mechanics'  Magazine,  that  the  subject  of  wood  pavement 
had  been  discussed  among  scientific  men  before  the  year 
1837;  and  Mr.  Robertson  also  stated  that  he  considered 
that  the  plaintiff's  invention  would  be  usefid,  and  that  the 
novelty  of  it  consisted  in  the  obtaining  mutual  support  by 
the  bevilling  outwardly  and  inwardly  on  the  same  side  of 
the  block. 

Mr.  Gibbs,  a  civil  engineer,  stated  that  in  his  judgment 
the  plaintiff's  invention  would  be  useful,  "  if  put  into 
practice ;"  but  that  the  angle  at  which  the  bevils  should 
be  made  would  be  material. 

Kelly,  for  the  defendants. — I  submit  that  there  is  no 
case  to  go  to  the  jury  on  the  fifth  issue,  in  which  the  de- 
fendants say  that  the  plaintiff's  invention  is  of  no  public 
utility.  The  plaintiff  has  on  that  issue  to  prove  that  it  is 
useful,  but  there  is  no  evidence  of  any  one  block  made  ac- 
cording to  the  plaintiff's  method  ever  being  used  any  where 
from  the  year  1837  to  the  present  time — the  only  evidence 
being  the  speculative  opinions  of  two  witnesses,  that,  if  car- 
ried into  effect,  the  invention  would  be  useful. 
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1842.  Lord  Abingeb^  C.  B. — ^The  plaintiff  says  that  your 

' — -^ — ^      clients  have  carried  it  into  practical  effect  and  have  found 

Macnamaka.     .  .  - 

V,  it  useful. 

KeUy. — There  is  no  proof  that  there  were  any  of  thBte 
blocks  made. 

Lord  Abingeb^  C.  B. — ^The  first  witness  made  some  for 
the  plaintiff. 

Kelly. — ^They  were  not  intended  to  be  used. 

Lord  Abingeb^  C.  B. — It  shews  that  they  were  ready. 

KeUy. — I  submit  that  it  must  be  shewn  that  the  inven^ 
tion  has  been  brought  into  use ;  but  I  am  quite  content  if 
your  Lordship  will  give  me  the  benefit  of  the  objectioiL 
hereafter. 

Lord  Abingeb^  C.  B. — Surely. 

KeUy. — I  submit^  further^  that^  as  the  plaintiff  claims  as 
his  invention  the  bevilling  inwards  and  outwards  on  the 
same  side  of  one  blocks  the  defendants  have  not  pirated 
that^  as  they  have  never  had  any  block  bevilled  both  iu^ 
wards  and  outwards  on  the  same  side. 

Lord  Abingeb^  C.  B. — That  is  a  matter  of  fact.  It  will 
be  for  the  jury  to  say  whether  they  think  the  defendants' 
blocks  in  effect  the  same  as  the  plaintiff's. 

KeUy. — ^There  is  also  in  the  specification  no  direction 
whatever  as  to  the  angle  at  which  the  bevils  are  to  be 
made. 

Lord  Abinoeb^  C.  B. — One  of  the  plaintiff's  witnesses 
says  that  the  precise  angle  of  the  bevil  is  important^  bat 


Hdlbi:. 
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another  of  the  witnesses  says  that  any  angle  will  be  of         }g42. 
some  use.    It  will  be  for  the  jury  to  say  whether  any  par-      ^     '^'^ 

.  .11  Macnamara 

ticular  angle  is  essential^  or  whether  any  angle  whatever  is  v. 

useful  and  beneficial.  It  must  be  less  than  a  right  angle^ 
because  if  it  was  a  right  angle  it  would  not  be  a  bevil.  If 
the  specification  leave  it  to  experiment  to  determine  what 
is  the  proper  angle,  it  is  not  good ;  but  if  any  angle  is  a 
benefit,  it  will  do. 

KeUy, — I  submit,-* further,  that  the  plaintifi^'s  patent 
does  not  apply  to  wood  pavement.  There  was  no  wood 
pavement  in  actual  use  in  the  year  1837,  which  is  the  date 
of  his  patent ;  and  then  comes  the  question  whether  it  can 
extend  to  any  thing  but  stone  or  something  then  used. 

Lord  Abjnoer,  C.  B. — I  think  that  the  words  ''  any 
other  suitable  material  '^  include  a  wood  pavement,  though 
probably  the  plaintiff  never  contemplated  it. 

KeUy  addressed  the  jury  for  the  defendants,  and  stated 
[inter  alia)  that  the  plaintiff^s  invention  was  not  new,  be- 
cause a  person  named  McCarthy  had,  in  the  year  1818, 
taken  out  a  patent  for  a  pavement,  in  which  each  block 
iras  to  have  two  bevils  inwards  and  two  bevils  outwards  on 
the  same  side  of  the  block ;  and  that  if  the  plaintiff  was 
Dorrect  in  contending  that  one  of  his  blocks  cut  in  two 
would  be  the  same  as  two  of  the  defendants'  blocks,  it 
rould  be  equally  true,  that  one  of  Mr.  M'Carthy^s  blocks 
cot  in  two  would  be  the  same  as  two  of  the  blocks  of  the 
plaintiff;  and  that  if  the  plaintiff's  block  were  not  to  be 
considered  as  in  effect  the  same  as  Mr.  M'Carthy^s,  the 
lefendants'  could  not  be  considered  the  same  as  the  plain- 

tirs. 

An  examined  copy  of  Mr.  M'Carthy^s  specification  was 
put  in;  and  it  was  proved  by  Mr.  Farey,  that  in  prin- 
nple  the  invention  there  described  was  the  same  as  the 
)laintiff's. 

VOL.  I.  .II  N.  p. 
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1842.  Pollock,  A.  G. — ^There  is  no  doubt,  that  if  you  take 

^      "^^^      M'Carthy's  block  and  divide  it,  you  get  a  bevil  inwards  and 

Al  ACNAM  AAA 

V.  outwards  on  the  same  side  of  the  block. 

HULBE. 

Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — ^You  can  make  the  plaintiff's 
block  by  cutting  McCarthy's  block  into  two,  and  you  can 
make  the  defendants'  block  by  cutting  McCarthy's  Uoek 
into  four,  and  there  is  an  end  of  the  originality.  I  think 
so,  and  probably  the  jury  think  so  too. 

The  foreman  of  the  special  jury.     "  We  do,  my  Lord." 

Kelly. — ^The  jury  ought  to  be  discharged  as  to  the  other 

issues. 

Pollock,  A.  G. — K  the  jury  are  satisfied  in  favour  of  the 
defendants  as  to  one  issue  which  goes  to  the  whole  case,  I 
think  that  I  ought  not  to  keep  up  the  cause  merely  to 
determine  the  other  issues. 

Verdict  for  the  defendants  on  the  second  isme^ 
and  the  jury  discharged  as  to  all  the  other 
issues. 

Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — I  may  now  say  that  my  opinioa 
was  against  the  plaintiff  as  to  the  angle  not  being  stated, 
and  that  the  specification  in  that  respect  was  insufficient 

Pollock,  A.  G.,  Cockbum,  Murphy,  Seijt.,  and  fFeMer, 
for  the  plaintiff. 

Kelly,  Hoggins,  and  Warren,  for  the  defendants. 
[Attomies— fF,  Bevan^  and  Hodgson  4"  BJ] 
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1842. 

BEFORE    LORD    ABINGER,    C.    B. 


Smith  v.  Marrable^  Knt.  Dec.  Srd. 

xV.SSUMPSIT  for  use  and  occupation  of  a  furnished  if  premises  be 
house.     Plea,  non  assumpsit  {a).  poUrof^cupV. 

tion,  it  is  on  an 
implied  condi- 

It  was  opened  by  Hat/ward,  for  the  plaintiff,  that  in  the  *»®"  ^^*^  ^**«y 

,  CI  ^         if  '  r  ...  should  be  fit 

month  of  September,  1842,  by  an  agreement  in  writing,  for  occupation. 

If  A  take  a 

the  plaintiff  agreed  to  let,  and  the  defendant  agreed  to  furnished  house 

take,  the  house  No.  5,  Brunswick-place,  Brighton,  for  five  ^efks^°lLn*d''!t 

or  six  weeks,  at  the  option  of  the  defendant,  at  the  rent  of  ^e  so  infested 

eight  guineas  per  week,  the  rent  to  commence  from  the  be  unfit  for  the 

date  of  the  agreement;  and  that  the  defendant's  family  Jl^gpj^cubiefa* 

took  possession  of  the  house,  and  after  occupying  it  for  ?"*?•  ^^*  !**" 

fotor  days  quitted  it,  and  sent  the  key  to  the  plaintiff,  with  quitting  it ;  and 

eight  guineas  for  a  week's  rent,  alleging  that  they  could  case  the  tenant 

not  occupy  the  house  any  longer,  as  it  was  infested  with  e,"d*o/four  * 

bugs.     The  plaintiff  refused  to  accept  the  key,  and  had  days,  paying  a 

weeK  s  rent*  ic 

brought  this  action  for  33/.  12s.  for  four  weeks'  rent^  the  was  held  that 
lendue  of  the  term  mentioned  in  the  agreement.     He  sub-  in  Jhat  he  did, 
mitted,  that  if  this  was  the  defence  to  be  offered  by  the  n^birSbr^any 

subsequent 
rent. 
Held,  also,  that  in  an  action  for  use  and  occupation  for  the  four  weeks'  rent  (in  which  credit 
Wis  given  in  the  particulars  for  the  rent  actually  paid),  non  assumpsit  was  the  proper  plea. 

If  the  counsel  for  a  plaintiff  proposes  to  give  evidence  in  anticipation  of  the  intended  defence, 
Wt  does  not  do  so,  the  judge  then  intimating  an  opinion  that  the  defence  cannot  be  gone  into, 
u  it  was  not  specially  pleaded,  and  the  judge  afterwards  allows  the  defence  to  be  gone  into, 
aad  the  plaintiff  adduces  his  evidence  as  evidence  in  reply,  and  there  be  a  verdict  for  the  de- 
Cmdant : — Held,  that  these  circumstances  are  no  ground  for  granting  a  new  trial. 


{a)  The  declaration   also   con-  glass  in  the  windows  were  broken, 

tuned  a  count  upon  a  demise  to  To  this  the  defendant  pleaded  that 

tile  defendant,  alleging  that  the  de-  be  did  use  the  premises  in  a  tenant- 

ftadant  did  not  use  the  premises  in  like  manner ;  but  no  evidence  was 

•  tenant-like  manner,  and  assigned  offered  oti  this  part  of  the  case, 
ti  a  breach  that  three  panes  of 

1  I  2 
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1842.        defendant^  it  was  inadmissible  under  the  plea  of  non  as- 

^     >f     '^      sumpsit^  which  was  the  only  plea  to  the  count  for  use  and 

9.  occupation ;  but  that  if  his  Lordship  thought  that  the  in- 

ARRABLB.     |.gj^jg^  defeucc  was  admissible  on  these  pleadings,  he  should 

go  into  evidence  to  disprove  it 

Lord  Abingeb,  C.  B. — It  appears  to  me  that  this  defence 
will  not  be  open  to  the  defendant  on  these  pleadings. 

On  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  the  agreement  (properly 
stamped)  was  put  in.  It  was  to  the  effect  above  stated, 
and  it  was  proved  that  the  defendant's  family  entered  and 
had  possession  of  the  house,  and  occupied  it  for  four  days, 
and  then  left,  paying  rent  for  one  week ;  and  that  the  key 
was  sent  to  the  plaintiff,  who  refused  to  accept  it. 

Erie,  for  the  defendant. — ^The  defence  in  the  present 
case  is,  that  this  house  was  so  infested  with  bugs  that  the 
defendant's  family  found  that  they  could  not  occupy  it; 
and  I  submit  that  I  am  at  liberty  to  go  into  this  defence 
under  the  plea  of  non  assumpsit,  the  plaintiff  relying  on 
the  general  count  for  use  and  occupation ;  and  if  I  should 
prove  that  the  house  was  not  habitable  by  reason  of  the 
nuisances  alluded  to  by  the  plaintiff's  counsel,  it  follows  as 
a  consequence,  that  no  implied  promise  in  law  could  arise 
to  pay  rent,  save  in  respect  of  the  actual  occupation  {by 
Here,  the  defendant  has  paid  rent  for  the  period  during 
which  he  occupied  the  house,  and  this  payment  is  given 
credit  for  in  the  plaintiff's  particulars  of  demand  annexed 
to  the  record  (c).     I  propose,  therefore,  to  give  evidence  of 

(6)  In  the  case  of  Prentice  v.  became  due   the  plaintiff  evicted 

Elliott^  5  Mee.  &  W.  606,  in  an  him  from  the  possession  of  the  pre- 

Bction  for  use  and  occupation,  the  mises ;  and  it  was  held  on  special 

defendant  pleaded  that  he  had  the  demurrer,  that  this  plea  was  bad, 

premises  under  a  demise  from  the  as  amounting  to  the  general  ioae. 
plaintiff,  at  a  certain  rent,  payable  (c)  By  the  rule  of  T.  T.  1  Victi 

quarterly,  and  that  before  the  rent  it  is  ordered  that,  **  In  any  case  io 
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snch  facts  as  will  shew  that  the  premises  were  incapable  of 
occupation^  and  that  will  entitle  the  defendant  to  a  verdict 
on  the  authority  of  the  cases  of  Chapman  v.  MarBhtd  ((Q ; 
Edwards  v.  Hetherington  (e) ;  Collins  v.  Barrow  (/) ;  and 
Cowiey.  Goodwin  (g). 


1842. 


Smith 

V. 

Marrable. 


The  particulars  of  the  plaintiff's  demand  annexed  to  the 
record  were  in  the  following  form  : — 

£   s.    d. 
"  To  five  weeks' rent  .         .         .         .      42    0    0 

Cr.  By  cash  on  account    .         .  8    8    0 


^633  12    0^' 


Lord  Abinger,   C.  B. — I  think  that  the  evidence  is 
admissible. 


On  the  part  of  the  defendant^  it  was  proved  by  several 
witnesses^  that  all  the  beds  in  the  house  except  one  were 
infested  with  bugs ;  and  one  witness  stated^  that  on  the  first 
night  of  the  occupying  the  house  he  caught  thirty-four  bugs 
in  and  about  his  bed^  and  on  the  second  night  not  quite 
00  many.  Two  other  witnesses  deposed  to  the  state  of  the 
bedsj  and  said^  that,  during  the  four  days  of  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  house  by  the  defendant's  family,  a  considerable 
number  of  bugs  were  taken  in  the  bed-rooms ;  that  they 
coold  not  sleep ;  that  they  felt  these  insects  crawling  over 


which  the  plaintiff  (in  order  to 
aroid  the  expense  of  a  plea  of  pay- 
ment) shall  have  given  credit  in 
the  particulars  of  his  demand  for 
any  sum  or  sums  of  money  therein 
admitted  to  have  been  paid  to  the 
pbiDtifi^  it  shall  not  be  necessary 
for  the  defendant  to  plead  the 
payment  of  such  sum  or  sums  of 
monej  ;  but  this  rule  is  not  to  ap- 
ply to  cases  where  the  plaintiff,  after 
stating  the  amount  of  his  demand^ 


states  that  he  seeks  to  recover  a 
certain  balance  without  giving  cre- 
dit for  any  particular  sum  or  sums. 
Payment  shall  not  in  any  case  be 
allowed  to  be  given  in  evidence  in 
reduction  of  damages  or  debt,  but 
shall  be  pleaded  in  bar." 

{d)  4  C.  &  P.  65. 

(e)  7D.  &R.  117. 

(/)  1  M.  &Rob.  112. 

is)  9  C.  &  P.  378. 
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1842.        them  wheu  in  bed;  that  the  beds^  mattrasses,  aad  bed- 


Smith 


steads  smelt  strong  of  bugs. 


V,  In  reply  witnesses  were  called^  who  deposed  to  the  dean 

state  of  the  house ;  and  a  clergyman  named  Pullen^  who 
occupied  it  after  the  plaintiff's  family  had  left^  stated  that 
his  family  found  no  inconvenience  from  bugs. 

Lord  Abinoer^  C.  B.  (in  summing  up).~Every  person 
who  undertakes  to  let  a  ready-furnished  house  or  apart- 
ments is  bound  to  take  care  that  the  premises  are  free 
from  nuisance.  The  question  in  the  present  case  is,  whe- 
ther this  house  has  or  has  not  been  so  infested  with  bugs, 
and  therefore  presented  such  a  nuisance  as  justified  the 
defbndant's  family  in  quitting  it.  If  a  man  lets  a  house 
he  does  so  under  an  implied  contract  that  it  is  fit  for  the 
reception  of  a  family ;  and  it  is  his  duty  to  take  caro  that 
it  is  so,  and  that  it  is  in  a  comfortable  and  tenantable 
state.  It  will  be  for  you  to  say,  whether  in  this  instance 
the  amount  of  bugs  was  so  great  as  to  render  it  impossiUe 
for  ^JiJ  respectable  family  to  occupy  the  house.  If  it  wis 
so,  I,  have  no  hesitation  in  laying  it  down,  that  in  my 
opinion  the  defendant  has  been  justified  in  the  course  he 
has  adopted.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  you  consider  that 
there  was  not  a  greater  number  of  these  insects  than 
a  long  and  hot  summer  would  be  likely  to  produce,  and 
that  they  did  not  amount  to  a  nuisance,  and  that  the 
defendant  merely  made  it  a  pretext  for  leaving  the  honae, 
it  will  be  your  duty  to  find  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff. 

Verdict  for  the  defendant. 

Hayward  and  Bovill,  for  the  plaintiff. 
Erie  and  R.  A,  Price,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attomies — Blake  ^  Tamplwy  and  Sowion^^ 


In  the  ensuing  term  Hayward  applied  for  a  new  trial  oa 
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iluree  grounds;  firsts  that  the  defence,  that  the  premises  1942. 
were  infested  with  bugs,  was  no  ground  of  defence  in  this 
action ;  secondly,  that  if  it  were,  it  should  have  been  spe- 
ciaUy  pleaded;  and  thirdly,  because  he  should  have  been 
allowed  to  give  evidence  in  anticipation  of  the  defence, 
instead  of  giving  that  evidence  as  evidence  in  reply. 

The  Court  refused  a  rule  on  all  the  points ;  and  with 
respect  to  the  third.  Lord  Abitiffer,  C.  B.,  said,  that  he  had 
at  first  thought  that  the  state  of  the  premises  should  have 
been  specially  pleaded,  and  that  his  opinion  on  that  point 
had  changed  in  the  course  of  the  cause ;  but  that  no  injus- 
tice had  been  done  to  the  plaintiff,  as  the  whole  of  his 
witnesses  were  examined  in  reply, 

Parke,  B. — ^As  these  premises  were  let  for  the  purposes 
of  occupation,  it  is  on  an  implied  condition  that  they 
should  be  fit  for  occupation ;  and  the  cases  appear  to  me 
to  warrant  the  propositions  laid  down  by  my  Lord  Chief 
Baron  to  the  jury.  If  there  was  such  a  nuisance  from  bugs 
that  no  respectable  family  could  reasonably  occupy  the 
house,  the  defendant  had  a  right  to  give  it  up ;  and  if  so, 
the  plea  of  non  assimipsit  is  not  only  a  proper  plea,  but 
the  only  one  which  would  be  so. 

Lord  Abinoeb,  C.  B. — I  am  glad  that  authorities  are  to 
be  found  in  support  of  that  which  I  laid  down  at  the  trial; 
but  I  wanted  none.  It  is  plain  good  common  sense,  that 
if  a  man  lets  a  house,  it  shall  be  fit  for  the  purposes  of 
oocnpation.  Suppose  that  a  landlord,  perfectly  unconscious 
of  the  £Bict,  let  a  house  in  which  the  late  tenant  had  died 
of  the  plague,  could  it  be  said  that  the  new  tenant  was 
bound  to  stay  in  it  ?  This  is  a  less  strong  case ;  but  here 
one  of  the  defendant's  sons  said  that  he  passed  the  night 
in  catching  bugs,  and  that  he  killed  thirty-four.  I  left  it 
to  the  jury  to  say  whether  the  defendant's  family  made 
this  a  pretext  for  leaving  the  house,  or  whether  they  left  it 
beeanae  they  could  not  reasonably  be  expected  to  stay  in 
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1842.        ^^    They  found  the  latter.    I  think  there  should  be  no 
^  ^  ^    ^      rule. 

Smith 

Marrable.         Alderson^  B.^  and  Gurney^  B.^  concurred. 


First  Sitting  at  Westminster  in  Hilary  Term,  1843. 

BEFORE    BARON    ROLFE. 

1843.  --•^ 

Jan.  12M.  VaIN  V.  WhITTINGTON. 

i"bmo7lr '"  I^EBT.  by  the  plaintiflF,  as  the  drawer,  against  the  de- 

change,  the  feudaut  as  the  acceptor  of  a  bill  of  exchange,  dated  the  5th 

by  a  judge's  '  ^^  August,  1842,  for  £38,  payable  to  the  order  of  the 

usual  fomV  to  P^^^*^^  three  months  after  date ;  2nd  count,  upon  an  ac- 

make  the  ad-        COUnt  Stated, 
mission  speci- 
fied in  the  no-         Plcas — first,  to  the  first  count,  that  the  defendant  did 

and  the'notice  ^^^  accept  the  bill.  Sccoud,  to  the  second  count,  nunquam 
called  on  the      indebitatus. 

defendant  to 

admit  that  the         On  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  an  order  of  Baron  Alderstm 

document 

therein  "  speci-  was  put  in.     It  was  iu  the  following  form : — 

fied  to  be  ori- 

ten,  signed,  or  "  Vain       1     Upou  hearing  the  attomies  or  agents  on 

prjorts'tr  *'  ^-  i^^^^  8id®8>  ^^  by  consent,  I  do  order,  that 

have  been.         Whittingtou.  J  the  defendant,  upon  the  trial  of  this  cause, 

wmng  all  just     -        .  . 

exeeptiont  to  hereby  make  the  admissions  specified  in  the  notice  senred 
liiy  qfiueh  '  ^7  ^^^  p]aiDtifi*^s  attorney  or  agent  upon  the  defendant's 
^^in^'this  ***^™®y  ^^  9i%mi,  dated  the  5th  day  of  January,  1843. 

cause."     The  "  E.  H.  AlDBRSON. 

notice  then  de- 

of  «chaS%1n        ''  ^**®^  *^®  ^*  ^*y  ^^  January,  1843." 

the  usual  man- 

that  thifid^'  The  notice  to  admit,  which  was  referred  to  in  Baron 

mission  did  not   Alderson^s  Order,  was  put  in>  it  was  as  follows : — 

preclude  the 
defendant  from 

objecting  that  the  1>ill  was  not  properly  stamped,  and  also  that  this  was  not  such  an  admis- 
sion as  dispensed  with  the  production  of  the  bilL 
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*'  In  the  Exchequer  of  Pleas. 

*'  Between  William  Vain,  plaintiff, 

and 
"  Richard  Whittington,  defendant. 
''  Take  notice,  that  the  plaintiff  in  this  cause  proposes  to 
adduce  in  evidence  the  document  hereunder  specified,  and 
that  the  same  may  be  inspected  by  the  defendant,  his  at- 
torney, or  agent,  at  our  offices,  situate  No.  12,  Serjeant's- 
Inn,  Fleet-street,  in  the  city  of  London,  on  Friday,  the  6th 
of  January  instant,  between  the  hours  of  eleven  and  one 
o'clock ;  and  that  the  defendant  will  be  required  to  admit 
that  the  said  document  as  is  herein  specified  to  be  original 
was  tmtten,  signed,  or  executed  as  it  purports  to  have 
been,  saving  all  just  exceptions  to  the  admissibility  of  such 
document  as  evidence  in  this  cause.  Dated  this  5th  day 
of  January,  1843.  "  Yours,  &c., 

''  Smith  &  Atkins, 

''  Plaintiff's  agents. 

"  To  Mr.  T.  White,  defendant's  attorney  or  agent. 
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Vain 

V. 

Whittinoton. 


Description  of  Documents. 

Date. 

Original  orDuplicate  served, 
sent,  or  delivered,  when, 
how,  and  by  whom. 

A  bill  of  exchange  for  i^33,  at  three 
months'  date,  drawn  by  plaintiff 
upon  and  accepted  by  defendant, 
and  payable  to  plaintiff's  order. 

5  Augt. 
1842. 

Original." 

The  bill  of  exchange  was  put  in. 

H.  Hill,  for  the  defendant. — I  submit  that  this  bill  is 
not  receivable  in  evidence,  as  it  is  on  a  wrong  stamp.  The 
stamp  ought  to  be  3s.  6d,,  but  it  has  been  only  2s.  6d. 


BoLFE,  B. — ^The  stamp  is  so  defaced  that  I  cannot  see 
anything  on  it  except  the  words  y  shillings  and  six- 
pence." 
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Vain 

V. 

WUITTINGTOM. 


H.  Hill. — ^The  first  line  is  entirely  rubbed  out,  but  tbere 
could  not  have  been  so  long  a  word  as  "  three '^  (a). 

Bovill,  for  the  plaintiff. — I  submit,  that,  after  making 
this  admission  of  the  bill,  a  party  cannot  make  any  ob- 
jection  to  the  stamp. 

BoLFE,  B. — He  admits  the  handwriting  to  prevent  the 
necessity  of  a  witness  coming  here  to  prove  it ;  but  he  only 
admits  the  document,  "  saving  all  just  exceptions  to  the 
admissibility  of  such  document  as  evidence  in  this  cause'' — 
one  of  these  just  exceptions  to  the  admissibility  being 
an  objection  to  the  stamp. 

Bovill. — ^I  submit  that  the  order  and  notice  to  admit  are 
sufficient  to  entitle  the  plaintiff  to  a  verdict,  without  put- 
ting in  the  bill  at  aU.  The  declaration  states,  that  the 
defendant  accepted  a  bill  of  exchange,  at  such  a  date,  for 
such  an  amount,  and,  by  the  notice  to  admit  and  order,  the 
defendant  admits  that  he  did  accept  a  bill  of  exchange, 
tallying  with  the  description  in  every  respect.  The  cases 
of  Newhall  v.  Holt  (i),  and  Slatterie  v.  Pooley  (c),  decide  that 


(a)  In  the  case  of  Doe  d.  Fryer 
V.  Coombs,  12  Law  J.,  New  Ser., 
Q.  B.  36,  it  was  held  that  where  a 
deed  requiring  an  ad  valorem  stamp 
is  produced  bearing  the  appearance 
of  having  had  a  stamp  upon  it,  but 
the  nature  of  which,  by  reason  of 
obliteration,  cannot  be  ascertained, 
it  was  for  the  party  objecting  to  the 
deed  to  give  some  evidence  that  a 
proper  stamp  had  not  been  impos- 
ed, otherwise  a  presumption  may 
be  made  that  the  deed  had  been 
duly  stamped. 

(6)  6  Mee.  &  W.  662.  In  the 
case  of  Newhall  v.  Holf,  it  was 
held,  in  an  action  for  goods  sold 
and  delivered,  and  on  an  account 
stated,  that  a  parol  admission  of 


the  debt  by  the  defendant  is  evi- 
dence under  the  account  stated, 
though  it  appears  that  there  was  a 
written  agreement  relating  to  the 
goods ;  and  in  that  case  Baron 
Parke  said,  "  What  a  defendant 
says  is  always  evidence  against 
him,  although  it  may  have  arisen 
out  of  a  written  agreement." 

(c)  6  Mee.  &  VV.  664.  In  the  case 
of  Slatterie  v.  Pooley^  it  was  held, 
that  a  parol  admission  by  a  party 
to  a  suit  is  always  receivable  in 
evidence  against  him,  although  it 
relate  to  the  contents  of  a  deed  or 
other  written  instrument,and  even 
though  its  contents  be  directly  in 
issue  in  the  cause.  See  also  the  case 
of  Earle  v.  Pieken^  5  C.  &  P.  542. 
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aa  admission  respecting  a  written  document  may  be  receiv- 
ed in  evidence,  without  the  production  of  the  document. 


RoLFE,  B. — Those  cases  are  unlike  the  present.  If  the  Whittinotom 
defendant  had  said,  ^'  I  owe  A.  B.  £15  on  a  bill  of  ex- 
change,^^  this  would  be  evidence  without  producing  the 
bill  of  exchange;  but  here,  the  defendant  is  to  admit  that 
the  document  was  signed  as  it  purports  to  have  been, 
saving  all  just  exceptions  to  its  admissibility.  I  think  that 
you  cannot  go  on  without  producing  the  bill,  and  that  when 
you  have  done  so,  the  defendant  is  not  precluded  from 
objecting  to  its  being  on  a  wrong  stamp.  The  plaintiff 
most  be  nonsuited. 

Bovill  asked  for  leave  to  move  to  enter  a  verdict  for  the 
plaintiff. 

RoLFB,  B. — To  guard  against  the  possibility  of  the  ex- 
pense of  coming  down  to  a  second  trial,  I  will  give  you 

leave  to  move. 

Nonsuit. 

BotnUy  for  the  plaintiff. 
H.  Hill,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attomies — Smith  8f  Atkins^  and  White,'] 


On  a  subsequent  day,  Bovill  moved  for  leave  to  enter  a 
verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  and  cited  Starkie  on  evidence  [d), 


(d)  Mr*  Starkie  says,  (Law  of  Ev. 
1054),  "  After  consent  to  a  judge's 
order  for  the  admission  of  an  original 
instrument,  or  a  counterpart  of  a 
deed,  an  objection  cannot  be  taken 
to  the  insufficiency  of  the  stamp  ;" 
and  for  this  he  cites  the  case  of 
Dae  d.  fFright  v.  Smith,  2  M.  & 
Rob.  7 ;  but  that  case  does  not  ap- 
pear to  support  the  proposition  of 


Mr.  Starkie,  as  there  the  plaintiff 
had  obtained  a  judge's  order  to  ad' 
mit  "  the  counterpart  of  a  lease 
from  E.  T.  to  the  defendant, 
dated,"  &c.  The  instrument,  when 
produced,  appeared  to  have  been 
executed  by  both  parties ;  it  was 
properly  stamped  as  a  counterpart, 
with  a  1/.  lOs,  stamp,  but  as  a 
lease,  it  should  have  borne  a  £2 
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and  the  esse  of  Doe  d.  Wright  v.  Smith,  but  the  Court 
refused  a  rule  (e). 


Whittinotok.  stamp.   It  was  objected  that  it  was 

not  receivable  in  evidence,  as  it  was 
a  lease;  but  in  answer  to  this,  it 
was  contended  that  under  the 
judge's  order,  the  defendant  was 
precluded  from  saying  that  it  was 
not  a  counterpart ;  and  Lord  Den- 
man,  C.  J.,  said,  **  I  think  you 
have  consented  to  admit  it  as  a 
counterparty  and  cannot  now  take 
Mm  objection  ;*'  and  his  Lordship  re- 
ceived the  evidence.  The  case  af- 
terwards came  before  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench  (3  N.  &  P.  335), 
who  held  that  the  decision  at  Nisi 
Prius  was  right;  and  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Patteson  said,  "  The  defendant 
had  an  opportunity  of  inspecting 
this  document  before  admitting  it, 
and  might  then  have  refused  to  ad- 
mit as  a  counterpart  that  which 
appeared  to  be  a  lease;"  and  Mr. 
Justice  Coleridge  said,  "  If  the  de- 
fendant had  in  this  case  inspected 
the  document,  he  might  have  said 


— '  I  admit  the  execution  of  this  in- 
strument, but  I  object  to  admit  it 
as  a  counterpart,  because  there  is 
no  original  lease,  or  because  I  have 
the  original  lease,  and  it  varies 
from  the  supposed  counterpart'  He 
would  then  have  put  the  other  party 
on  his  guard,  and  enabled  him  to 
bring  the  proper  evidence  forward 
on  the  trial ;  but  if  he  makes  the  ad- 
mission he  lulls  his  opponent  into 
security,  and  therefore,  I  think, 
precludes  himself  from  taking  the 
objection  at  a  future  time."  And 
Mr.  Justice  LitUedaU  observed, 
that  a  duplicate  lease  and  a  coun- 
terpart required  the  same  amount 
of  stamp,  and  that,  if  in  the  notice 
this  had  been  called  a  duplicate, 
the  defendant  after  admitting  it 
could  not  have  objected  at  the  trial 
that  it  was  a  lease  and  not  a  dupli- 
cate. 

(e)  See    the  case  of  PooU  v. 
Palmer,  ante,  p.  69. 


HILARY  TERM,  6  VICT.— EX. 


First  Sitting  in  London  in  Hilary  Term,  1843. 

BEFORE    BABON    BOLFE. 


Cripps  and  Others  r.  Wells.  Jan.  ISth. 

ASSUMPSIT  by  the  plaintiffs^  as  indorsees,  against  the  if  a  declaration 
defendant  as  maker  of  three  promissory  notes.    The  decla-  notes  by  in- 
ration  contained  three  counts  only.    The  first  count  stated,  Jralw^con"** 
that,  on  the  28th  of  May,  1839,  the  defendant  made  her  «"»•  «>"««»  on 

the  notes  only, 

promissory  note  in  writing,  *'  and  thereby  promised  to  pay  without  my 
one  Thomas  Lediard,  or  his  order,  on  demand,  the  sum  of  andthedefe'nd- 
jei25,  with  lawful  interest  from  the  date  thereof;"  which  *"LP^**^  "  ^ 

'  '  part  of  the 

note  was  indorsed  by  Thomas  Lediard  to  the  plaintiffs,  amount,  pay. 

,  .     ,  ment  of  that 

*I1ie  second  count  was  precisely  similar,  but  was  on  a  note  sum  while  the 
for  £175,  "  with  interest  from  the  date  thereof;"  and  the  hoider'onhe* 
third  count  was  also  precisely  similar,  but  was  on  a  note  °^'®*»  *5*^  "  ^ 

*  •'  '  the  residue,  a 

for  j6100,  "  with  interest  from  the  date  thereof.^'     Pleas —  payment  of  a 

,  oftrv,  1     i»    1  i»    1  further  sum 

as  to  the  sum  of  £301,  parcel  of  the  amounts  of  the  notes  into  court,  and 
and  the  interest  thereon,  that  while  Thomas  Lediard  was  Ijff  ha^5*gSiJiJ,j. 
the  holder  of  the  three  promissory  notes,  he  demanded  pay-  «d  no  greater 

damages.     Re* 

ment  of  them,  and  that  at^er  the  said  demand  the  defend-  plication  to  the 

ant  paid  Thomas  Lediard  £301  in  satisfaction   of   the  thef^yment^ 

causes  of  action  in  the  introductory  part  of  this  plea  men-  JJ[Jf|"^t{,^*g*e^ 

tioned ;  and  that  Thomas  Lediard  indorsed  the  notes  to  was  the  holder 

the  plaintiffs  after  that  payment  (concluding  with  a  verifi-  and  to  the  se'- 

cation) ;  and  as  to  the  residue  of  the  causes  of  action,  a  [^^  pUimlff  * 

payment  into  court  of  134Z.  13*.;  and  that  the  plaintiffs  had  sustained 

^  "^  ^  '  ^  ^     greater  da- 

have  not  sustained  damages  to  a  greater  amount.     Repli-  mages.— -ffe/rf, 
cation  to  the  first  plea,  that  Thomas  Lediard  indorsed  the  issue  had  stood 
notes,  and  each  of  them,  to  the  plaintiffs  before  the  time  of  fendant^wouW 
the  payment  of  the  sum  of  £301  to  the  said  Thomas  Lediard  have  been  enti- 

*■    ''  tied  to  begm, 

but  that  the  se* 
cond  issue  entitled  the  plaintiff  to  begin,  although  It  was  stated  by  the  defendant's  counsel,  that, 
if  the  defendant  succeeded  on  the  first  issue,  the  plaintiff,  as  matter  of  calculation,  could  not  be 
entitled  to  any  thing  on  the  second  issue. 
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in  the  first  plea  mentioned^  ''  without  this,  that  the  said 
Thomas  Lediard  was  the  holder  of  the  said  promissory 
notes,  or  of  any  or  either  of  them,  at  the  time  of  the  said 
payment,  in  manner  and  form  as  in  the  said  first  plea  is 
alleged^'  (concluding  to  the  country) ;  and  as  to  the 
second  plea,  that  the  plaintiffs  have  sustained  damages  to 
a  greater  amount  than  the  sum  of  134/.  13^.  (a). 


(a)  As  the  forms  of  the  pleas 
and  replication  may  be  useful  in 
practice,  we  have  subjoined  them. 

Pleas, — And  the  defendant,  as 
to  the  sum  of  301/.  Oi.  Sd.^  parcel 
of  the  three  several  sums  of  £125, 
£175,  and  £100,  and  of  the  interest 
thereon,  in  the  several  counts  of  the 
declaration  mentioned — Saith,  that 
from  the  respective  times  of  the 
making  of  the  promissory  notes  in 
the  declaration  mentioned,  and  each 
of  them,  until,  at,  and  after  the  time 
of  the  making  of  the  payment  by 
the  defendant,  as  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, the  said  Thomas  Lediard 
was,  and  continued  to  be,  the  hold- 
er of  the  said  promissory  notes,  and 
each  and  every  of  them,  and  enti- 
tled to  demand  and  receive  payment 
thereof.  And  the  defendant  saith, 
that  after  the  making  of  the  said 
promissory  notes,  and  of  each  and 
every  of  them,  and  whilst  the  said 
Thomas  Lediard  was  the  holder  of 
the  same,  as  hereinafter  mentioned, 
to  wit,  on  the  3rd  of  November, 
1840,  the  said  Thomas  Lediard 
demanded  of  the  defendant  pay- 
ment of  the  said  promissory  notes, 
and  of  each  and  every  of  them,  and 
thereupon  the  defendant  after- 
wards, and  after  the  said  promissory 
notes,  and  each  of  them,  had  be* 
come  payable  by  virtue  of  the  said 
demand,  and  whilst  the  same,  and 
each  of  them,  remained  unpaid,  to 
wit,  on  the  day  and  year  last  afore- 


said, paid  to  the  said  Thomas  Lediard, 
and  the  said  Thomas  Lediard  then 
accepted  and  received  of  and  from 
thedefendant,thesumof301/.0«.8^. 
in  full  satisfaction  and  discharge  of 
the  causes  of  action  in  the  intro* 
ductory  part  of  this  plea  mentioned. 
And  the  defendant  saith,  that  the 
said  Thomas  Lediard  indorsed  the 
said  promissory  notes,  and  each 
and  every  of  them,  to  the  plaintiffs 
as  in  the  several  counts  of  the  de- 
claration mentioned,  after  the  de- 
fendant so,  as  aforesaid,  paid  to 
the  said  Thomas  Lediard  the  said 
sum  of  301/.  Os,  Sd.  in  full  satis- 
faction and  discharge  as  aforesaid, 
and  this  she  the  said  defendant  is 
ready  to  verify,  &c.  And  as  to  the 
residue  of  the  causes  of  action  in 
the  declaration  mentioned,  the  de- 
fendant saith,  that  the  plaintiffs 
ought  not  further  to  m^ntain  their 
action,  because  the  defendant  now 
brings  into  court  the  sum  of 
134/.  13f.  ready  to  be  paid  to 
the  plaintiffs.  And  the  defendant 
says,  that  the  plaintiffs  have  not 
sustained  damages  to  a  grater 
amount  than  the  said  sum  of 
134/.  13«.  in  respect  of  the  causes 
of  action  in  the  introductory  part 
of  this  plea  mentioned,  and  this 
she  is  ready  to  verily.  Where- 
upon she  prays  judgment  if  the 
plaintiffs  ought  further  to  main- 
tain their  action  thereof. 

i^/ica^ion.— And  the  plaintifisj 
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Jervis,  for  the  defendant,  claimed  the  right  to  begin. 

JZ.  F.  XehardSy  for  the  plaintiffs. — On  the  second  issue 
the  plaintiffs  have  to  shew,  if  they  can,  that  they  have  sus- 
tained damages  to  an  amount  above  1347.  13^. 


1843. 


Jervis. — This  declaration  contains  three  counts  only, 
one  on  each  note,  and  does  not  contain  any  other  count ; 
and  the  first  issue  is,  that  Lediard  received  £301  of  the 
defendant  while  he  was  the  holder  of  the  notes.  That  is 
an  issue  on  the  defendant;  and  if  the  defendant  makes 
that  out,  it  follows  as  matter  of  calculation  that  the  plain- 
tiffs cannot  have  sustained  damages  to  so  large  an  amount 
as  134/.  13^.,  because  their  damages  can  only  consist  of 
the  residue  of  the  amount  of  the  notes,  and  the  interest. 


RoLPE,  B. — The  plaintiffs  say  that  they  have  sustained 
greater  damages  than  134/.  13^.  It  lies  upon  them  to 
prove  that,  if  they  can.  If  the  first  issue  had  stood  alone, 
I  should  have  held  that  the  defendant  was  entitled  to 
begin ;  but  the  second  issue  being  upon  the  plaintiffs,  I 
think  that  they  are  entitled  to  begin. 


as  to  the  plea  of  the  defendant  hy 
her  first  ahove  pleaded,  say,  that 
the  said  Thomas  Lediard  indorsed 
the  said  promissory  notes,  and  each 
and  every  of  them,  to  the  plaintiffs, 
in  planner  and  form  as  in  the  said 
declaration  is  alleged,  hefore  the 
time  of  the  payment  of  the  said 
sum  of  301/.  Os,  Qd,  to  the  said 
Thomas  Lediard  hy  the  defendant, 
in  the  said  first  plea  mentioned, 
without  this,  that  the  said  Thomas 
Lediard  was  the  holder  of  the  said 
promiflsory  notes,  or  of  any  or  either 
of  them,  at  the  time  of  the  said 
payment  in  manner  and  form  as 
in   the  said  first  plea  is  alleged. 


And  this  the  plaintiffs  pray  may  he 
inquired  of  by  the  country,  &c., 
And  the  plaintiffs,  as  to  the  plea  of 
the  defendant  by  her  secondly  above 
pleaded,  say,  that  they  ought  not 
to  be  barred  from  further  maintain- 
ing their  aforesaid  action  against 
the  defendant,  as  to  the  said  cause 
of  action  in  the  introductory  part 
of  the  said  second  plea,  because 
they  say,  that  they  have  sustained 
damages  to  a  greater  amount  than 
the  said  sum  of  134/.  13i.  in  re- 
spect of  the  last-mentioned  causes  of 
action,  and  this  the  plaintiffs  pray 
may  be  inquired  of  by  the  coun- 
try, frc. 
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1843.  ^*  ^*  Richards^  for  the  plaintiffs^  opened  the  plaintiffs' 

case. 

Verdict  for  the  defendant. 

J?.  V,  Richards  and  fVhiimore,  for  the  plaintiffs. 
Jervis  and  Bramwell,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attornies— /ojiM,  T.  ^  T.,  and  WhUe  ^  F.] 


Second  Sitting  at  Westminster  in  Hilary  Term,  1843. 

BEFORE  BARON  ROLFE. 


Jan  20th  Phillips,  Gent.,  one  &c.,  v.  Harris. 

A  party  refused  UeBT  for  busincss  done  by  the  plaintiff  for  the  defend- 
handwriting  of  &i^t  as  an  attomcy,  with  a  count  upon  an  account  stated. 

to idlrSTenu       ^^^*'  uunquam  indebitatus. 

The  judge  at         ^  summous  had  been  taken  out  for  the  admission  of  the 

chambers  made 

the  usual  order  handwriting  of  Mr.  Gwynne  to  two  letters  addressed  to 
provin\*it*at  °  ^^^  plaintiff,  which  the  defendant's  attorney  refused  to  admit, 
the  trial;  the     ^jj^j  ^  learned  Baron  had  made  the  usual  order  thereon  (a). 

handwriting  of  ^ 

the  document        The  handwriting  of  Mr.  Gwynne  to  the  letters  was 

was  Droved  

but  the  docu-  provcd ;  but  Rolfe,  B.,  held  that  the  letters  were  not  re- 
^^e^whfch'^wM  ceivable  in  evidence,  as  it  was  not  sufficiently  shewn  that 
not  receivable    ^hcy  had  been  written  by  the  authority  of  the  defendant. 

in  evidence  in  "^ 

the  cause.  The      There  was  a  verdict  for  the  defendant. 

Judge  at  Nisi 
Prius  would 

not  certify  for  H.HUl,  for  the  plaintiff,  applied  to  the  learned  Baron  to 
proving  it.         Certify  that  the  handwriting  of  Mr.  Gwynne  was  proved, 

to  entitle  the  plaintiff  to  the  costs  of  proving  Mr.  Gwynne's 

handwriting  to  these  letters. 

BoLFE,  B. — I  cannot  grant  you  a  certificate,  as  I  have 

(a)  Under  the  rule  of  2  Will.  4,  s.  20. 


PROMOTIONS. 


In  the  Vacation  after  Trinity  Term,  1842,  Herbert  Jones, 
Esq.^  was  called  to  the  degree  of  serjeant-at-law. 

In  Michaelmas  Term,  1842,  A.  S.  Dowlingf  Esq.,  was 
called  to  the  degree  of  serjeant-at-law. 
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decided  that  the  letters  are  not  receivable  in  evidence  in        1843. 
the  canse.    A  plaintiff  might  harass  a  defendant  with  all 
sorts  of  things  if  he  could  get  costs,  because  the  defendant 
would  not  admit  the  handwriting  of  papers  which  are  not 
receivable  in  evidence  in  the  cause. 

Certificate  refused  (i). 

Jervis  and  H.  Hill,  for  the  plaintiff. 
S.  Martin,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attomioi— M  PhilUpt,  and  Holme  ^  Co.] 
(b)  See  the  case  of  Stacey  v.  Blake,  7  C.  &  P.  404. 
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WINCHESTER  ASSIZES. 


{Civil  Side.) 


BEFORE  MR.  JUSTICE  COLERIDGE. 


March  Ist.  Eloar  V.  Watson. 

Mncruc^nti-  Assumpsit  for  use  and  occupation  and  for  money 
nued  beyond     lent.     Particulars:  For  rent  for  two  months^  at  8*.  a-week, 

the  time  for  -i      .  i       /. 

which  it  was  and  then^  during  the  four  months  subsequent,  at  14f.  a^ 
uJLenTand  no-  ^cck,  and  also  for  £7  lent  to  defendant's  servant.  Pleas, 
thing  is  ar-        nuuquam  indebitatus,  and  payment  of  £17  in  satisfaction. 

ranged  respect-  ^  '  r  j 

ing  the  amount  The  plaintiff  let  lodgings  at  a  watering  place  in  the  Jde 
the  new  hold-  of  Wight.  The  defendant  went  (18th  May,  1841)  toen- 
ii^ding^s  not  S^®  *^^®  apartments  for  his  child  and  servant.  The  plaintifT 
of  necessity  to    gaJd  the  charge  would  be  8*.  a-week  for  two  months,  for 

be  on  the  same  " 

terms  as  the  two  rooms.     The  defendant  said,  if  the  place  agreed  with 

jury  may  give  the  child's  health,  he  should  continue  the  lodgings  on  after 

ia4ir"s?m'for  *^®  ^^^  months.     The  plaintiff  then  said,  "  there  must  be 

the  continued  a  ^ew  arrangement  at  the  end  of  the  two  months  if  the 

occupation, ",-,.,,  ,  ,  • 

there  be  cir-  defendant  continued  to  keep  the  apartments,  because  he 
show  thaT  such  {^^^  plaintiff)  could  let  them  at  the  end  of  that  period,  and 
increased  rent    gg^  morc  money  for  them  in  consequence  of  the  'season' 

was  expected      o  j  t. 

by  him  in  the  commencing."  The  defendant  said,  money  was  no  object, 
over,  and  that    The  child  and  servant  remained  till  the  9th  November  fol- 

that  under- 
standing was 
not  repudiated  by  the  tenant. 

Where  a  bill  of  particulars  is  for  claims  of  diverse  character,  if  the  defendant  pay  money 
into  court  generally,  he  acknowledges  the  validity  of  every  species  of  claim,  and  it  is  then  fx 
the  jury  to  assess  the  damages  on  each. 
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lowing  (six  months)^  and,  after  the  first  two  months,  the  1342, 
plaintiff  charged  14^.  a-week  for  the  lodgings.  Nothing  more 
had  been  said  of  raising  the  rent  than  what  has  been  men- 
tioned, though  the  defendant  had  been  at  the  house  twice, 
with  other  members  of  his  family,  for  a  day  or  two.  Beside 
the  above  demand  the  servant  of  the  defendant  had,  while 
living  in  the  house,  borrowed  £7  from  the  plaintiff. 

Coleridge,  J.  (in  summing  up). — There  are  different 
considerations  attaching  to  either  portion  of  the  money 
claimed  in  this  action.     First,  the  plaintiff  says,  that  he 
admits  some  contract,  but  that  not  more  than  £\7  is  due. 
The  substance  of  the  contract  was,  I  suppose,  that  the  de- 
fendant did  not  know  whether  the  place  would  suit,  but 
he  took  it  for  two  months  certain ;  and  then  the  plaintiff 
said,  '  If  you  stay  longer  there  must  be  a  new  arrange- 
ment/    It  was  impossible  that  the  jiiry  could  doubt  that 
the  new  arrangement  meant  an  arrangement  respecting 
money.     But  then,  at  the  end  of  the  two  months,  nothing 
was  said  as  to  an  alteration  in  the  charge.     And  it  was 
assumed,  on  behalf  of  the  defendant,  that  as  nothing  was 
said  the  price  was  to  go  on  as  before.    There  is  no  rule  of 
law  to  that  effect.     The  law,  in  these  cases,  exists  only  by 
the  construction  of  the  contract  j  generally  speaking,  in 
the  absence  of  any  new  contract,  the  old  continues;  but  if 
here,  the  facts  and  previous  circumstances  exclude  the  for- 
mer agreement  from  attaching  to  the  subsequent  holding, 
I  think  the  terms  of  a  new  tenancy  remain  open,  and  then, 
no  new  arrangement  having  been  made,  it  is  for  the  jury 
to  say  what  was  a  fair  sum  to  be  paid  under  that  new 
holding.     For  the  second  point,  namely,  the  £7  borrowed 
by  the  servant;  it  had  been  said  by  the  defendant's  counsel 
that  a  servant  has  no  right  to  borrow  money  which  shall 
be  charged  to  her  master,  especially  as  the  money  had 
not  been  proved  to  have  been  laid  out  for  the  defendant's 
child;  yet  the  defendant  had  paid  a  sum  into  Court  on  the 
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whole  declaration,  and  therefore  he  acknowledged  the 
plaintiff^s  right  to  claim  on  every  item. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff  for  the  whole  amounL 

Crawder  and  Poulden,  for  the  plaintiff. 

Cockbum  and  Ball,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attomies— ^rou;!!  4*  Jacob,  and  ElderUm  ^  PhiOatL] 


BEFORE  MR.  JUSTICE  WIGHTMAN. 


j^  13^.  Regina  V.  Randall. 

On  an  indict-     XnDICTMENT  for  a  nuisancc,  in  building  and  contum- 
sance,  itwas      ing  a  wharf  in  the  navigable  river  Itchen.     Plea,  not 

proved  on  the       ,«,:i4^ 
part  of  the  pro.   5^*7' 


secution,  that 
the  wharf  (the 
nuisance  com- 
plained of)  was 
erected  over  a 
part  of  the 
river,  between 
high  and  low 
water  mark, 
wliere  boats 
were  used  be- 
fore to  pass. 
And  for  the  de- 
fendant it  was 
shown  that  the 
wharf  was  a  iti  /•!•  \_     x 

convenience  to    Unloaded  at  it,  and  thus  the  centre  of  the  nver  was  kept 

the  public,  in-       •■  j  ^i  i  •      j?        •  j 

asmuch  as         clear,  and  the  general  navigation  improved. 

boats  of  heavy        j^  ^j^  contended  for  the  prosecution,  that,  in  point  of 

burden  could  *  ^  ^         r 

come  to  unlade   law,  the  vcrdict  must  be  for  the  crown,  if  the  jury  should 

at  the  wharf, 

which,  before 

the  building  of  the  wharf,  anchored  In  the  middle  of  the  river ;  and  that  the  channel  of  the  river 

was  by  this  convenience  kept  clear. 

Held,  that  the  question  for  the  jury  was,  whether  the  wharf  occasioned  any  hinderance  to  the 
navigation  of  the  river  by  vessels  of  any  description,  and  not  whether  the  erecting  of  the  wharf 
had  caused  a  benefit  to  the  navigation  in  general. 


For  the  prosecution,  it  was  proved  that  the  wharf 
built  between  high  and  low  water  mark,  and  projected 
over  a  portion  of  the  river  on  which  boats  formerly  passed. 

For  the  defence,  it  was  shewn  that,  before  the  erection 
of  the  wharf,  there  was  no  means  of  unloading  trading 
vessels  in  the  river,  except  by  lightening  them  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  stream,  and  then  getting  them  at  high  water  on 
to  the  mud  between  high  and  low  water  mark.  Since  the 
erection  of  the  wharf  in  question,  such  vessels  had  been 
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find  that  the  wharf  covered  any  part  of  the  soil  of  the  river        1342. 
over  which  boats  formerly  navigated.     For  the  defendant,       vt    "  ^ 
it  was  urged  that,  although  the  wharf  covered  a  portion  of  v. 

the  river  over  which  boats  formerly  went,  yet,  that  it  was 
for  the  jury  to  say  whether  in  fact  any  sensible  nuisance 
or  impediment,  to  the  navigation  of  the  river  by  the  public, 
had  been  occasioned  by  the  act  of  the  defendant ;  and 
that,  in  coming  to  their  conclusion,  the  jury  were  justified 
in  taking  into  consideration  the  effect  produced  by  the 
building  and  use  of  the  wharf  in  keeping  clear  the  channel 
of  the  river.  The  cases  oiRex  v.  Russell  (a).  Rex  v.  Ward  (i), 
and  Rex  v.  Tindatt(c),  were  cited. 

WiGHTMAN,  J.,  (in  summing  up),  left  it  to  the  jury  to 
say,  whether  the  wharf  itself  occasioned  any  hinderance  or 
impediment  whatever  to  the  navigation  of  the  river  by  any 
description  of  vessels  or  boats;  and  told  them  that  they 
were  not  to  take  into  their  consideration  the  circumstance 
that  a  benefit  had  resulted  to  the  general  navigation  of  the 
liver  by  the  mid-channel  being  kept  clear,  as  proved  by 
the  defendant's  witnesses. 

The  jury,  however,  could  not  agree  upon  their 
verdict;  and,  after  being  locked  up  through- 
out the  night,  were  discharged. 

BangMS,  Serjt.,  Erie,  and  Sewell,  for  the  prosecution. 
Orawder,  Cockbum,  and  Butt,  for  the  defendant. 

(a)  6  B.  &  C.  566.  (c)  6  Ad.  &  E.  143.    See  also  the 

(6)  4  A.  &  E.  384.  cases  there  referred  to. 
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DORSETSHIRE  ASSIZES. 

BEFORE  MB.  JUSTICE  WI6HTMAN. 


Jidu  18M.  CaBTEB  1?.  FiLLITEB. 

The  plaintiff  1 RESPASS  for  taking  the  plaintiff^s  goods  and  breaking 

ercise  the  office  l^s  close. — Plea,  Not  guilty,  "  by  statute." 

aKke  a"""  "^^^  plaintiff  had  been  appointed  churchwarden  of  Wool, 

rate  for  his  dis-  in  Dorsetshire,  for  several  years  previous  to  1841,  but  in  that 

trict,  though  >>«,,.  /           r                                * 

had  been  ap-  year  he  declined  to  act,  on  the  ground  that  another  person 

warden  ofY^  '  ^^  appointed  churchwardcu  for  1841,  who  had  refused  to 

the  Mion''*^***"  ^®  swom  iuto  officc.    The  Poor  Law  Commissioners  after- 
Whereupon  the  wards  issucd  an  order  requirinfc  the  parish  officers  of 

defendant,  the  ,                                     .                                                . 

clerk  to  the  Wool  to  pay  the  portion  due  from  that  parish,  as  a  dia- 

dhms.obudned  ^^^  ^^  ^^  Wareham  Union,    formed  under  the  Poor 

by  their  direc-  L^^  Amendment  Act  (a).    The  plaintiff  refused  to  inter- 

tion  a  warrant  ^  '                 ^ 

of  jusUces  to  fere  as  a  parish  officer  in  making  a  rate  to  raise  the  money, 

mount  claimed  and  contended,  first,  that  another  churchwarden  had  been 

Uff'8gM>d8"un-  appoiiited;  and  secondly,  that  Wool  was  a  chapelry,  and 

^^\^  *  \  ^**^^*  that  the  churchwarden  was  not  therefore  a  parish  officer,  ex 

c.  84,  8.  1. 

Upon  trespass  officio  (6).    The  board  of  guardians  directed  the  defendant, 

pUintifffo^  this  ^^^  ^^  their  clerk,  to  apply  to  the  justices  for  a  warrant 

ja>w"hIJ^this  ^  ^^^  *^®  amount  under  2  &  3  Vict.  c.  84,  s.  1.     The 

trespass  was  an  magistrate  granted  the  warrant:  the  board  of  guardians 

act  done  in  pur- 
suance of  the  entered  a   resolution  on  their   book,   directing   the  de- 

thrPoOT  Law  fendant   that  the  warrant  should  be   enforced   against 

Amendment  ^hc  plaintiff  in  the  first  instance,  unless  the  amount  was 

Act,  and  that  *^                                                           '                    ^ 

therefore  the  paid  by  the  parish  officers  before  a  certain  day.      The 

entitled  to  no-  plaintiff  did  not  pay  on  the  day  appointed.    The  defendant 

andtothe*ot^er  ®®^^  ^^  warrant  to  a  constable,  and  directed  him  to  go 

protections  af-  in  the  first  instance  to  the  plaintiff  ^s  house  and  seize  his 

forded  by4&  5  ^ 

w.  4,  c.  76,  goods ;  and  if  the  levy  could  not  be  made  there,  then 


s.  104. 


(a)  4  &  5  WiU.  4,  c.  76,  8.  26. 
(6)  R.  V.  InhaU.  of  North  Ridifig  of  Yorkshire,  6  A.  &  £.  863. 
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to  proceed  to  make  it  off  the  goods  of  the  other  parish         ig42. 
officers  of  WooL    The  levy  was  made  oflf  the  plaintiff's      ^     ^     ^ 

BARTER 

goods,  which  were  sold^  and  the  present  action  was  to  re-  «. 

,  ^1  «.  FiLLITER. 

cover  damages  therefore. 

The  warrant  issued  by  the  justices  was  defective^  by 
reason  that  it  did  not  shew  the  jurisdiction  of  the  justices. 

It  was  submitted  for  the  defendant^  that  the  plaintiff 
must  be  nonsuited,  on  the  ground  that  the  defendant  was 
entitled  to  notice  of  action,  and  to  the  benefit  of  the  other 
protections  which  were  afforded  under  section  104  of  the 
Poor  Law  Amendment  Act. 

.  For  the  plaintiff  it  was  insisted  that  the  defendant  was 
not  so  entitled,  inasmuch  as  the  trespass  was  not  an  act 
done  in  pursuance  of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act. 

WiGHTMAN,  J.,  allowed  the  objection ;  and  the  plaintiff 
was 

Nonsuited. 

BampaSf  Serjt.,  Cockbum,  and  Hodges,  for  the  plaintiff* 
Erie  and  Barstow,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attornies — Pearsoriy  and  FillUer.'] 


Afterwards,  iii  Michaelmas  Term,  Bompas,  Serjt.,  applied 
to  the  Court  to  set  aside  the  nonsuit,  and  grant  a  rule  for 
anew  trial;  but  the  application  was  refased. 


CASES  ON  THE 


DEVONSHIRE  ASSIZES. 
{Croum  Side.) 

BKFOEK  HE.  JUSTICK  CBK8SWXLL. 


/iffy  2Srd.  Begina  V.  Powell. 

The  prisoner  1  HE  prifloner  waB  indicted  for  forging  and  uttering  a 

Zt^  M^T  certain  order,  purporting  to  be  an  order  from  Bobert  Petre, 

Si^i2SiTi!Md  «ddJfCMed  to  Messrs.  N.  &  Son,  requiring  them  to  ddiver 

on  hii  trimi  he  to  T.  W.  a  ton  of  coals,  and  to  place  the  same  to  the  ao- 

relied  on  mat* 

ter  of  excuse  count  of  the  said  Bobert  Petre,  with  intent  &c. 

ntnt  to'his*for-  The  prisoner's  defence,  on  his  examination  before  the 

Thlt'foS^"^  committing  magistrate,  was,  that  the  order  in  qnestira 

statement  had  was  not  forged  bv  him,  and  the  handwriting  was  none  rf 

not  been  given     ,  , 
in  eridenee  in     hlS. 

jL^tiSliV*"*  On  *l^e  trial  at  the  assizes,  the  forging  and  uttering 

•^^^^^fore  ^,^gye  prored ;  but  the  prisoner's  examination  was  not  put 

would  not  ai*  in  eridence.   The  defence  now  set  up,  was,  that  the  prisoner 

read,  after-  wrote  the  order  by  the  authority  of  Bobert  Petre's  wife, 

7^^  Ae*^'-  ^^  *^**'  respecting  orders  of  this  sort,  she  acted  for  her 

fence  set  op  on    husbaud. 
trial 

Bawe,  for  the  prosecution,  then  offered  to  put  in  the 
prisoner's  previous  denial  of  the  handwriting  oontained  in 
his  examination. 

Cresswell,  J. — ^You  might  hare  given  that  evidence  in 
chief;  as  you  did  not  do  so,  I  think  you  cannot  offer  it  now 
to  contradict  the  prisoner's  witnesses. 

Verdict— Not  Guilty. 
Rowe,  for  prosecution. 

BUioit,  for  prisoner. 

[Attomies— TWrfier,  and  Friar.^ 
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Beoina  v.  John  Norman.  July  26M. 

JciMBEZZLEMENT. — ^The  prosecutors  were  owners  of  a  Embezsiement 
yessd,  and  the  prisoner  was  in  their  service  a.  her  carter.  JS^'^" 
The  ressel  was  chartered  to  carry  cuhn  from  Swansea  to  ^^  ~?5*^" 

*'  ment.  If,  there- 

Plymouth,  for  a  coal  merchant  resident  at  the  latter  place,  fore,  instead  of 

The  culm  when  delivered  at  Plymouth  weighed  215  tons,  propru5ion%7*" 

and  the  prisoner  received  payment  from  the  coal  merchant  ^^^l'  ^^ 

for  the  freight  accordingly.     When  he  was  asked  for  his  rendering  his 

.  account,  admits 

account  by  an  owner,  he  delivered  a  statement,  acknow-  the  appropria- 

ledging  the  delivery  of  210  tons,  and  the  receipt  of  freight  righthihfmwif; 

for  so  much.    Being  further  asked  whether  this  was  all  °^f^„S^d^o7 

he  had  received,  he  answered,  that  there  was  a  difference  setting  up  an 

^#.^1,  1  ."■•  rt  11       excuse,  no  mat - 

Of  five  tons  between  the  weighing  at  Swansea  and  the  ter  how  fnvo- 
weighing  at  Plymouth,  and  that  he   had  retained  the  lrtoW„Vf*r 
balance  for  his  own  use,  according  to  a  recognized  custom  >'««P»ns»  *»  "^ 

.       .  .  cmbexslement. 

between  owners  and  captains  in  the  course  of  business. 

There  was  no  evidence  of  the  alleged  difference  of  mea« 
sorement  in  weighing,  or  of  the  custom  asserted  by  the 
prisoner. 

Cbesswell,  J.,  (in  summing  up). — I  think  that  this  does 
not  amount  to  embezzlement.  Embezzlement  necessarily 
involves  secrecy:  the  concealment,  for  instance,  by  the 
defendant  of  his  having  appropriated  the  money.  If, 
instead  of  denying  his  appropriation,  a  defendant  imme« 
diately  owns  it,  alleging  a  right,  or  an  excuse  for  retaining 
the  sum  detained,  no  matter  how  frivolous  the  allegation, 
and  although  the  fact  itself  on  which  the  allegation  rests 
were  a  mere  falsification;  as  if,  in  the  present  case, 
although  it  should  turn  out  that  there  was  no  such  differ- 
ence as  that  asserted  by  the  captain,  between  the  tonnage  as 
measured  at  Swansea  and  at  Plymouth,  or  that  there  was 
no  such  custom  as  is  set  up.    I  do  not  say  to  what  species 
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1842.         ^^  offence  this  may  amount,  but  in  my  opinion  not  to 
^' — '^^^      embezzlement. 

Regina 

V.  Verdict — ^Not  Guilty. 


Norman. 


Mervvale,  for  the  prosecution. 
Rowe,  for  the  prisoner. 

See  the  case  of  Rex  v.  Hodgton^  3  C.  &  P.  422. 


CORNWALL  ASSIZES. 

{Civil  Side.) 
BEFORE  MR.  JUSTICE  ERSKiNE. — (Special  Jury.) 


Mar,  26M.      Fox  v.  Frith  and  Others,  Partners  in  the  West  Mining 

Association. 

In  an  action  on  AsSUMPSIT  on  a  promissory  note  for  £1385.— The 

a  promissory 

note,  the  note  note  was  made  by  the  defendants,  and  was  payable  to  the 
SXv'SLrre^  plaintiff,  and  in  these  words :— 

ceived  in  Pen- 
nance  shares, 

pursuant  to  an-  "  £1385.  Loudou,  17th  Aug.,  1839. 

tract;"  no'con-  We  jointly  promise  to  pay  J.  Fox  the  sum  of  £1385,  on 
fo^inwxid :—  ^^®  ^^*  ^^y  of  August,  1841,  for  value  received  in  Pennance 
Held,  thAi  this   Shares,  pursuant  to  annexed  contract. 

special  descrip- 
tion of  the  con-  (Signed)  Frith,  and  the  other  Partners  of  the 

sideration  for  .rrr     ^  •»«-••         a  *   x*       <> 

the  note  did  not  Westcm  Mining  Association." 

render  it  in- 
cumbent on  the  jfo  contract  was  in  fact  annexed.   Plea,  that  the  defendants 

plaintiff  to  put  ' 

in  any  contract  did  not  make  the  note;   with  a  special  plea,  that  the 

or  other  docu- 
ment beside       plaintiff  was  a  partner  with  the  defendants  in  the  same 

itorde? .L'rl  transaction,  &c. 

biish  his  case.        The  making  of  the  note  was  proved  by  the  plaintiffj  and 


F&ITH. 
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'    Crowder  and  M.  Smith,  for  the  defendants,  submitted         ig42. 
that  the  plaintiff  was  further  bound  to  put  in  the  contract       ^^p*^ — ^ 
referred  to  in  the  note;  for  it  might  be,  that  such  instru-        _  «. 
ment,  on  inspection,  would  be  found  to  qualify  the  note, 
and  to  show  that,  in  law,  it  was  not  a  promissory  note, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  two  documents  taken  together 
amounted  only  to  an  agreement   between  the  parties, 
and  required  that  that  agreement  should  be  declared  on 
specially. 

Ekskine,  J. — ^The  objection  taken  by  the  defendants  is, 
not  that  the  note  cannot  be  read,  but  that  the  contract 
mentioned  in  it  ought  also  to  be  produced  and  proved  as 
part  of  the  plaintiff^s  case,  and  that  in  default  of  such  proof 
I  ought  to  direct  a  nonsuit.  But  I  am  of  opinion,  that  it 
is  not  necessary  for  the  plaintiff  to  produce  the  contract. 
The  words  ''  For  value  received  in  Pennance  shares,  pur- 
suant to  annexed  contract,^^  are  nothing  more  than  a  state- 
ment of  the  consideration  for  the  note :  that  consideration 
need  not  be  proved  any  more  than  in  the.  common  cases  of 
promissory  notes,  where  the  description  of  the  consideration 
is  value  received  in  coals,  value  received  as  per  bill  deli- 
vered, or  value  received  in  any  other  way. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff. 

Erie  and  Butt,  for  the  plaintiff. 

Crowder  and  Montague  Smith,  for  the  defendants. 

[Attornies — Bull  8f  Co.^  and  Weymouth  8f  Co.'\ 


Afterwards,  the  Court  having  been  moved  on  the  point,  June  2nd, 
as  set  out  in  the  plea,  that  the  plaintiff  himself  was  a 
shareholder  with  the  defendants  in  the  mining  company ; 
they  held  that  the  plaintiff,  who  was  only  a  holder  of 
scrip,  and  not  a  registered  shareholder,  had  but  an  inchoate 
right  of  partnership  in  the  company,  and  not  a  perfect 
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right.  That  the  note  had  not  been  made  by  the  dflffflidaiitu 
as  directors,  nor  had  the  plaintiff  taken  it  with  any  Tiew 
of  depending  upon  his  right  in  equity  against  the  makers 
of  it,  and  therefore 

Defendants'  rule  discharged. 


SOMERSETSHIRE  ASSIZES. 


(Civil  Side) 


BEFORE  MB.  JUSTICE  CBES8WELL. 


Aug,  9th. 

The  defendant 
let  apartments 
in  his  honse  to 
the  plaintiff, 
and  on  a  dis- 
pute arising,  he 
locked  up  one 
of  the  rooms  in 
which  there 
were  certain 
wares  and  mer- 
chandize be- 
longing to  the 
plaintiff,  and 
he  kept  the  key, 
ordering  the 
plaintiff's  ser> 
▼ant  not  to 
come  on  the 
premises  again. 
The  plaintiff 
himself  left  the 
house,  and  sub- 
sequently 
brought  an  ac- 
tion of  trespass 
for  the  seizure 
of  his  goods  : — 
/Te^  that  there 
was  not  a  suffi- 
cient seizure  to 
support  the 
acdoB. 


Hartley  v.  Moxham. 

X  RESPASS  for  seizing  the  plaintiff's  goods.  Plea,  among 
others,  not  guilty. 

The  plaintiff  rented  certain  rooms  of  the  defendant  in 
his  house  at  Clevedon.  On  the  day  in  question,  the  plain- 
tiff  had  packed  up  his  goods,  and  was  about  to  take  them 
away,  when  the  defendant  interfered  and  said  the  plaintiff 
should  not  remove  anything  until  his  account  was  paid. 
The  plaintiff  desired  to  know  the  amount  of  it,  but  the  de- 
fendant said  it  was  not  then  ready.  Upon  this  the  plain- 
tiff's wife  desired  her  servant  to  take  the  articles  back 
again  to  one  of  the  rooms  rented  by  plaintiff.  The  defend- 
ant then  locked  up  that  room  and  kept  the  key.  The 
plaintiff  left  the  house,  and  on  the  following  day  the  de- 
fendant ordered  the  plaintiff's  servant  not  to  come  on 
the  premises  again ;  and  neither  the  plaintiff,  nor  any  one 
on  his  behalf,  had  been  there  since  that  time. 

Upon  these  facts  it  was  submitted,  on  behalf  of  the  de- 
fendant, that  the  trespass  in  taking  the  goods  was  not 
proved,  the  defendant  never  having  seized  or  had  possession 
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of  them;  and  that  the  remedy  should  have  been  songht  hj 
an  action  of  trover. 

For  the  plaintiff^  it  was  argued^  that  to  prevent  a  person 
from  dealing  as  he  pleased  with  his  goods,  and  to  lock 
them  up,  was  a  trespass ;  and  that  the  defendant  had  by 
his  act,  acquired  a  sufficient  possession  of  them  to  entitle 
him  to  maintain  trespass,  by  reason  of  that  possession, 
against  any  other  person  as  a  wrong-doer.  Swan  v.  The 
Earl  of  Falmouth  (a)  was  dted  to  show  that  actual  seizure 
was  not  necessary  to  make  the  party  a  wrong-doer. 


1842. 


Hartley 

MOXHAM. 


Cbesswell,  J. — I  think  this  is  not  a  sufficient  seizure 
to  entitle  the  plaintiff  to  maintain  trespass. 


Plaintiff  nonsuited* 


Brie  and  Barstow,  for  the  plaintiff. 
Bompas,  Seijt.,  for  the  defendant. 


Afterwards,  in  Michaelmas  Term,  the  Court  refosed  a 
rule  to  set  aside  the  nonsuit. 


(a)  8  B.  &  C.  456 ;  an  action 
on  the  case  for  excesave  distress. 
There  the  landlord's  agent  went 
upon  the  tenant's  premises,  walked 
round  them  and  gave  a  written  no- 
tice that  he  had  distrained  certain 
goods  lying  there  for  an  arrear  of 
rent,  and  that  unless  the  rent  was 
paid,  or  the  gooda  replevied  within 
five  days,  they  would  be  appraised 
and  sold ;  and  then  he  went  away,  not 
any  person  in  possession  t 


it  was  held  that  this  was  a  suffi- 
cient seizure  to  give  the  tenant  a 
right  of  action  for  an  excessive 
distress,  and  that  the  quitting  the 
premises  without  leaving  any  one 
in  possession,  was  not  an  abandon- 
ment of  the  distress,  since  the  stat. 
11  Geo.  2»  c.  19,  8.  10,  gives  the 
landlord  power  to  impound,  or 
otherwise  seciure  on  the  premises 
goods  distrained  for  rent  in  ar- 
rear. 
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1842. 

Aug,  loth.  Queen  v.  The  Inhabitants  of  Gloucestershire. 

A  bridge  had  Indictment  under  22  Hen.  8,  c  5,  for  not  repairing 

fore  43  Geo.  3,  a  Certain  highway  next  adjoining  to  each  end  of  the  West 

of  waterl^The  Warmley  bridge,  in  the  parish  of  Siston  and  Bitton,  in  the 

stream  was  countv  of  Gloucester,  leading  from  Bristol  to  Marshfield. 

never  known  to  "^  ^  '  " 

be  dry,  but  in       Plea,  Not  guilty. 

depth  only  The  prosccutors  were  trustees  acting  under  the  provi- 

ann^liffelt.  8^®^»  ^f  ^9  ^^-  ^>  intituled  "  An  Act  for  repairing,  &c.. 
It  was  part  of  a  the  roads,  &c.,  round  the  city  of  Bristol." 
SSl      '^^^  i'^^<^t°»«°t  ^«"  «°«>-ed  by  certiorari,  and  the  venue 
place  where    ^  ^^^  awarded  into  the  county  of  Somerset,  upon  suggestion 
the  bridge         ^ud  by  Order  of  the  Court. 

crossed  it,  it  "^ 

was  conBnedby  The  bridge  was  built  before  the  stat.  43  Geo.  3,  c.  59(a), 
to  prevent  it  and  it  couvcyed  the  turnpike  road  at  a  level  from  Bristol  to 
[nff^hT^Sohi"-  Marshfield,  between  parapet  walls  over  a  stream  of  water, 
ing  meadows,     which  rosc  in  the  parish  of  Siston,  and  passed  through 

The  judge  left  f  »  r  o 

it  to  the  jury  scvcral  pouds  OT  picccs  of  watcr.     This  stream,  at  the 

structure  were  placc  where  Wcst  Warmley  bridge  crosses  it,  was  con- 

stream^of  water  ^^^^  between  bauks,  which  prevented  its  overflowing  the 

for,  if  so,  it  was  adjacent  land  in  the  winter,  when  the  water  averaged  2  J 

not  necessary       i.        .       ,        ,       i  , 

that  it  should  feet  m  depth ;  but  the  stream  was  never  dry  at  any  time 
venience*of*Se  of  the  year.  The  approaches  to  the  bridge,  for  300  yards 
Geo!*8""^69*^  ou  cach  sidc  in  the  several  parishes  of  Siston  and  Bitton, 

s.  5,  but  the  /^\  43  Qg^  3  ^  59^  g^  5^   ^^^      ^iMe  to  maintain  or  repair,  unlets 

county  were  . 

liable  to  repair     for  themore  clearly  ascertaining  the      such  bridge  shall  be  erected  in  a 

it.  description  of  bridges  hereafter  to  substantial  and  commodious  man- 
be  erected  (which  inhabitants  of  ner,  under  the  direction  or  to  the 
counties  shall  and  may  be  bound  satisfaction  of  the  county  sunreyor, 
or  liable  to  repair  and  maintain),  or  person  appointed  by  the  justices 
be  it  enacted,  that  no  bridge  here-  of  the  peace  at  their  genera]  quar- 
after  to  be  erected  or  built  in  any  ter  sessions  assembled ;  and  whidi 
county,  by  or  at  the  expense  of  any  surveyor  or  person  so  appointed  is 
individual  or  private  person,  body  hereby  required  to  superintend  and 
politic  or  corporate,  shall  be  deemed  inspect  the  erection  of  such  bridge 
or  taken  to  be  a  county  bridge,  or  when  thereunto  requested  by  the 
a  bridge  which  the  inhabitants  of  party  or  parties  desirous  of  erecting 
any  county  shall  be  compellable  or  the  same,  &c. 
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were  out  of  repair  on  the  day  of  taking  the  inquest^  and         ig42. 
before  then.  "^^^^ 

For  the  prosecution  Regina  v.  Oxfordshire  (i)  and  Be^  ». 

gvna  v.  Derbyshire  (c)  were  cited,  in  which  last  it  was  held  of 

that  a  cursus  aquae  was  not  necessary  to  constitute  the  pas-    Gloucester. 
sage  over  it  to  be  such  a  bridge  as  that  the  county  should 
be  rendered  liable  to  repair  it. 

For  the  defendants,  it  was  contended  that,  if  this  were 
a  bridge  because  there  was  here  a  flumen  aquae  with 
a  road  over  it,  then  any  board  or  tree  laid  across  a  stream, 
so  that  people  might  pass  dry-shod,  would  be  a  bridge,  and 
render  the  inhabitants  liable  to  repair  it.  And  moreover, 
in  this  particular  instance,  the  inhabitants  of  Gloucester- 
shire never  yet  had  repaired  the  structure  in  question. 

Cbesswell,  J.,  in  summing  up. — There  may  be  such 

structures  as  have  been  mentioned  by  the  counsel  on  behalf 

of  the  defendants.    If  you  are  satisfied  that  this  structure  is 

a  bridge  your  verdict  must  be  for  the  crown,  for  it  is  not 

disputed  that  it  is  out  of  repair.     If  it  has  been  erected 

for  the  convenience  of  the  public  in  passing  over  a  stream 

of  water  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  a  county  bridge,  and 

renders  the  county  liable  to  repair  it,  though  the  bridge 

might  not  have  been  necessary  for  the  convenience  of  the 

public  when  it  was  built. 

Verdict — Guilty. 

Bompas,  Serjt.,  applied  for  costs  under  5  &  6  Will.  4, 
c.  50,  8.  98. 

Cresswell,  J. — This  is  not  the  Court  before  which  the 
indictment  is  preferred.  Sect.  98  applies  to  cases  men- 
tioned in  s.  94. 

Bompas,  Serjt.,  and  Carrow,  for  the  prosecution. 
Erie  and  Butt,  for  the  defendants. 

[Attornies — Osbomes  ^  Ward,  and  Bloxsome,] 
(b)  1  B.  &  Ad.  289.  (c)  L.  J.  Vol.  11,  Mag.  Cases,  51. 
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WILTS  SUMMEE  ASSIZES. 


BEFOEE  MB.  JUSTICE  CBESSWELL. 


Aug.  Mth.  Snelorove  V.  Stevens  and  Others. 

A  witness  be-     J.  BESPASS  foT  breaking  and  entering^  &c. — ^Plea^  Not 

haVn7tT»'ta   Vm  (by  Statute). 

courl  a  dcKJu-         rphe  action  was  for  a  seizure  made  by  virtue  of  a  warrant 

ment  in  his         ^  *^ 

possession,  u  issued  by  the  defendants  as  commissioners  under  a  Court 
duM  it,  i/w-'    of  Bequests'  Act. 

hc^h!?ve^o^?e-  ^*  ^^  necessary  in  the  course  of  the  trial  to  produce 
ceived  any  no-  the  rccord-book  of  the  Court  of  Bequests,  and  the  warrant 

tice  to  produce, 

nor  been  served  of  execution ;  and  the  attorney  for  the  now  defendants  was 
poenftVuces  ^^  *^®  oflSccr  of  the  Court  of  Bequests^  who  had  custody 
tecum.  Qf  ijQth  the  documents.    He  had  received  notice  to  produce 

the  former  only ;  and  when  the  warrant  of  execution  was 
called  for  by  the  plaintiff,  the  witness  had  it  in  Courts  but 
he  would  not  shew  it. 

Cresswell,  J. — ^A  witness  here  sworn  to  give  evidencei 
and  having  a  document  in  his  possession,  may  be  compelled 
to  produce  it ;  he  is  just  as  much  under  the  control  of  the 
Court  in  this  respect  as  if  he  had  brought  the  document 
imder  a  subpoena  duces  tecum. 

The  document  was  produced. 

Erie,  Bere,  and  Merewether,  for  the  plaintiff. 
Crowder  and  Buitf  for  the  defendants. 

[Attomie8--^^re</,  and  Buth  ^  Son,^ 
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Stevens  v.  Claek,  Esq.  ^^.  I5^;i. 

X  BESPASS. — For  false  imprisonment.  ^^^^^  ^  ^^^^ 

Plea,  General  issue,  ''  by  statute."  ™on«  '""e^* 

information 

Samuel  Noble,  and  Anne  his  wife,  came  before  the  de-  was  given  be- 
fendant^  who  was  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  trate  tharthe*" 
Wilts,  and  complained  against  the  plaintiff  for  a  nuisance.  J^^il^mXe" u 
The  defendant  then  issued  a  summons  to  the  plaintiff  to  roo"*  *>««*  *>««» 

granted  was 

appear  and  answer  the  complaint  at  the  petty  sessions  on  a  going  out  of  the 
certain  day.  But  before  that  day  the  defendant  was  informed  jUrf^dictVon^ 

that  the  plaintiff  was  going  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  T^^  thereupon 
*  00  •»  ^  issued  Ins  war- 

defendant,  and  he  thereupon  sent  for  the  superintendent  of  rant,  and  the 

the  police,  and  told  him  he  was  wanted  to  take  the  plaintiff  taken  into  cus- 
into  custody.  The  complainant  and  his  wife  were  present,  wanis*brought " 
and  the  defendant  read  over  an  information  which  was  con-  ^"  «c^»on 

against  the  nia- 

cerning  the  plaintiff  leaving  the  town,  and  then  a  warrant  gistrate  for  false 
to  take  him  into  custody  was  signed  by  the  defendant,  and  AtVhrtrUi"the 
delivered  to  the  constable.  summons  was 

put  in  evidence* 

On  the  part  of  the  defendant  the  information  was  not  and  the  war- 

rant,  but  not 

put  in,  but  the  summons  and  warrant  only.  the  informa- 

tion : — Held, 

Cresswell,  J.,  to  Erie,  who  was  of  counsel  for  the  de-  dence  was  not 
fendant.— Have  you  any  authority  that  the  warrant  itself  is  J^fJ^hrma'^s- 
evidence  of  an  information  ?   If  not,  you  must  give  evidence  ^''ate  mustputin 

^  the  information 

of  the  information  upon  which  the  warrant  was  issued  ;  and  to  justify  his 
in  the  absence  of  such  evidence,  I  think  that  the  warrant  ™hension*^  as" 
does  not  prove  that  there  was  an  information  on  oath  upon  w*^*!®"^  *  p"^®* 

'^  *  per  informa- 

Which  to  found  it.  tion,  the  magis- 

trate would  not 

Erie. — ^There  is  a  difficulty  about  the  information,  and  I  issi^ng  his  war- 
do  not  put  it  in.    The  question  therefore  will  be  one  of  ^^^^' 
damages  only. 

Cresswell,  J.,  (in  summing  up). — If  a  magistrate  issues  a 
warrant,  he  must  be  able  to  shew  his  information,  else  there 
is  no  foundation  for  the  warrant.  There  is  a  summons  in 
this  case,  and  as  the  plaintiff,  it  appears,  was  going  off,  the 
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constable  takes  him  on  a  warrant  from  the  defendant. 
There  is^  therefore,  here  a  warrant  without  information  on 
oath  upon  which  to  ground  it.  The  warrant  is  executed^ 
and  therefore  the  whole  imprisonment  is  illegal  The  ver- 
dict must  be  for  the  plaintiff. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff. 

Crowder,  Bere,  and  Merewether,  for  the  plaintiff. 
Erie  and  Moody,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attomiefl — Brent,  and  Webber, "] 


BRISTOL  ASSIZES. 


BEFORE  MR.  JUSTICE  WIOHTM AN. 


Cook  v.  W  .  Long. 

JJeBT  by  the  indorsee  of  a  promissory  note  against  the 
maker. 

Plea,  No  consideration^  and  that  the  defendant  made  the 

note  for  the  accommodation  of  B.  Long,  and  that  the 

plaintiff  received  the  note  with  notice  to  that  effect,  that 

,  ^.  there  was  no  consideration  for  the  delivery  of  the  note  to 

made  his  pro-  ^      ^  "^ 

mUsory  note  in  the  plaintiff^  and  that  he  held  it  without  value. 

The  defendant's  father  bought  sheep  of  the  plaintiff,  and 

for  the  payment  for  them  the  defendant  gave  the  plaintiff 

nizant  o^*"  **>«  a  promissory  note  in  his  own  name.     There  was  not  any 

the  defendant 

had  received  no 

consideration 

for  the  note, 

&c. : — Held, 

that  the  above 

circumstances  could  not  be  given  in  evidence  under  a  plea  of  **  accommodation  bill,"  and  that 

there  was  in  this  case  an  original  liability  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  and  that  for  a  good 

consideration »  tii.  family  affection. 


Aup.  24dh. 

The  defend- 
ant's father 
owed  the  pUdn- 
tiff  money 
for  goods 
aold;  and  for 
the  price  of 
these  goods, 
the  defendant 


and  gave  it  to 
the  plaintiff, 

who  was  cog- 


consideration  to  the  defendant  for  the  note,  nor  was  the 
defendant  in  partnership  with  his  father  in  any  manner. 
It  was  submitted  for  the  defendant,  that  the  note  in 
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question  was  lor  the  accommodation  of  another  "person^         1842. 
and  that  the  plaintiff  taking  it  with  notice  took  it  as  de- 
scribed in  tibe  plea,  with  all  the  consequent  disabilities  at* 
taching  to  it  as  an  accommodation  note. 

WiGHTMAN,  J.— It  is  not  properly  a  note  for  the  accom« 
modation  of  any  one;  it  is  a  note  given  and  a  sum  of 
money  due  for  a  bygone  debt ;  but  it  is  an .  original  lia- 
biUty  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  and  the  consideration 
of  the  debt  is  family  affection.  I  think  that  on  these  facts 
the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  his  verdict. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff. 
Stone,  for  the  plaintiff. 

Erie,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attornies — Woodford,  and  ShattockJ] 


RcGiNA  V.  Lucy.  .      ^^^. 

_  Aug,  25th, 

InDIGTMENT  on  the  58th  sect,  of  the  Reform  Act,  2  &  a  voter  hav- 
8  Will.  4,  c.  45,  for  giving  a  false  answer  at  the  time  of  h"f  ^ellfalnc^e 
voting  for  members  of  Parliament.    The  first  count  stated,  •»"ce  the  last 

,      registration, 

that  there  had  been  an  election  of  members  to  serve  in  cannot  be  in- 
Parlxament  for  the  city  of  Bristol,  and  that  the  defendant  2  w.  4,  c.  4^, 
claimed  to  be  entitled  to  vote  at  such  election  in  respect  [ha*he^*sUii 
of  the  occupation  of  a  certain  house  in  Lodge-street:  that  **>«  "me  quaii- 

1^      -.   ^      n  n        ,,.  n     ,         ,./«.■.  fication,  if  the 

the  defendant  tendered  his  vote,  and  the  sheriff's  deputy  sherirs  deputy 
put  tiie  following  question  to  him  (2  Will.  4,  c.  45,  s.  58) : —  therimc^he*^ 
•*  Hare  you  the  same  qualification  for  which  your  name  was  ▼otcr  tenders  hU 

•^      ^  *  •'   .    ^  vote,  to  read 

originally  inserted  in  the  register  of  voters  now  in  force  for  over  to  him  the 
the  dij  and  county  of  Bristol  ?'^  To  which  he  made  answer,  cation  from  the 
"  I  hare  f^  whereas  the  said  defendant  had  not,  &c.  register. 

The  sheriff's  deputy  stated,  that,  on  the  defendant  ten- 
dering his  vote^  he  had  asked  him  the  question  as  set  out 

L  l2 
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in  the  first  count;  but  that  he  did  not^  at  the  end  of  Uu* 
question,  read  from  the  register  the  line  in  which  Mr. 
Lucy's  name  and  qualification  were  inserted. — ^^'Luqr, 
William,  House,  Lodge-street.^ 


99 


WioHTMAN,  J. — The  particular  qualification  ought  to 
have  been  read  orer.  As  it  is,  the  defendant  could  not  Iw 
indicted  for  wilfully,  knowingly,  and  falsely  giving  a  wrong 
answer  (a). 

His  Lordship  directed  an  acquittal. 

Verdict— Not  Guilty. 

Butt  and  Stone^  for  the  prosecution. 

Bompas.  Serjt.,  and  J.  G,  Smith,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attornie»— JTtfi^,  and  H.  W.  Hall.^ 


(a)  2  Wm.  4,  c.  45,  bs.  27,  28, 
58.  The  third  question  in  s.  58 
is  in  these  words,  "  Have  you  the 
same  Qualification  for  which  your 
name  was  originally  inserted  in  the 
Register  of  Voters  now  in  force 
for  the  County  of  &c.,  [^or,  for  the 
— ^-  Riding  &c.,  or  for  the  City 


frc.  ?  at  the  case  may  6e,  tpeeifymg 
in  each  case  the  particulars  of  the 
qualification  as  described  im  the 
register,"']  See  the  case  of  Beg,!, 
Dodsworth,  8  C.  &  P.  218  ;  and  die 
cases  of  Reg,  v.  Bosder,  Beg,  f. 
EUis,  and  Beg,  v.  Spalding,  post 
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BowcLiFFE  V.  Murray^  Larkin^  and  Petty.  Aug.  29th. 

L  RESPASS  for  assaulting  the  plaintiff  and  taking  him  Trespass  was 

firom  the  council-house  in  Bristol  to  a  police-station  there,  three^de^"' 

and  to  the  Great  Western  Eailway  Terminus,  and  from  HJ^^^u'c^mit- 

there  to  Oxford,  and  there  detaining  him  in  prison  for  ted  in  BristoL 

Two  of  them 

twenty-five  days.    All  the  circumstances  of  the  trespass  were  constables 
were  laid,  severally,  to  have  been  "  without  reasonable  or  ^^^  come  down 

probable  cause.'*  *Wntiff\"t  ^^^ 

Plea  by  Murray  and  Larkin,  Not  guilty.   Petty  pleaded  Bristol  (thus 
specially,  that  a  gelding  of  his  had  been  stolen  in  Oxford-  assault)  on  sus- 
shire,  and  that,  suspecting  the  plaintiff  to  have  stolen  it,  he  ha^ing^toien  a 
went  from  that  county  with  the  other  two  defendants,  horse  belonging 

•^  ^  to  the  other 

constables  in  the  county  of  Oxford,  to  Bristol,  where  the  defendant  in 

plaintiff  lived,   and  found  the  horse  in  his   possession.  The  declaration 

wherefore  he.  Petty,  requested  the  other  two  defendants,  [^l^^^^^^^^ 

bang  then  constables,  to  carry  the  plaintiff  before  the  mayor  ha^e  been  done 

.  .-11.  1  .  1  .1    *w7Aoii/  rea- 

01  Bristol  to  be  examined  touching  the  premises,  the  said  sonabu  or  pro- 
mayor  then  being  the  nearest  justice,  &c. ;  that  the  mayor  xhe^wr^^n- 
said  he  had  not  any  jurisdiction  in  the  matter,  as  the  horse  «iabie8  pleaded 

•^  *  '  not  guilty  only: 

had  been  stolen  in  the  county  of  Oxford ;  and  that  the  de-  —Held,  that 

fendant  Petty  did  then  request  the  other  defendants,  being  the  special  mat- 

constables,  &c.,  to  take  the  plaintiff  to  Oxford;  and  that  the  l^^'^lfglf^^'of 

magistrate  at  Oxford  made  out  his  warrant  of  committal  damages,  to 

J  ,  show  that  there 

and  dehvered  it  to  the  constables  Murray  and  Larkin.  was  reasonable 

The  defendants  Murray  and  Larkin  were  police-con-  cause  rbut,* 
stables,  but  not  of  Bristol.     Petty  was  a  private  individual  ^^'out^J? "^ 
whose  horse  was  alleged  to  have  been  stolen,  and  the  their  junsdic- 
plaintiff  was  suspected  of  the  theft.  not  enUtied  as 

No  application  was  made  to  the  Bristol  magistrates  by  l^2U^X'c. 
the  defendants  Murray  or  Larkin  for  a  warrant  before  12,  s.  5,  to  give 

•^  the  special 

they  took  the  plaintiff ;  and  it  was  not  proved  on  behalf  matter  in  evi- 
of  the  defendant  Petty  that  any  horse  of  his  had  been  the  general 
stolen,  or  that  the  horse  found  upon  the  plaintiff  was  that  /^^"f  the  " 
of  this  defendant.  trespasses. 

The  circumstances  of  the  plaintiff's  trial  at  Oxford  on 
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Ist  March^  1841,  were  shewn^  the  evidence  p^en  against 
him  by  the  defendant  Mnrray^  and  his  subsequent  ac- 
quittal. 

For  the  defendants  Murray  and  Larkin^  eyidence  was 
offered^  in  mitigation  of  damages^  to  show  the  circumstances 
imder  which  they  acted  as  constables  in  this  transaction  $ 
but  it  was  objected  to  on  the  authority  of  those  cases  whidi 
rule  that  no  evidence  can  be  given  for  any  coUateral  purpose 
which  is  excluded^  by  reason  of  its  not  having  been  specially 
pleaded^  from  being  heard  as  a  defence  to  the  action.  And 
it  was  answered^  that  these  defendants^  though  they  were 
not  constables  of  Bristol^  nor  had  any  warrant  fix>m  a  Bristd 
magistrate^  and  though  they  committed  the  trespass  alleged 
in  Bristol^  and  therefore  out  of  their  jurisdiction^  were  never* 
theless  acting  as  constables  in  seizing  a  man  whom  they 
suspected  had  been  guilty  of  a  felony;  that  they  were  withiA 
the  provisions  of  24  Greo.  2,  c.  44,  s.  8  (a) ;  and  that  in  the 
case  of  Barton  v.  Williams  {b),  decided  under  that  statute, 
it  was  said  by  Abbott,  C.  J.,  that  the  officer  is  entitled  to 
the  protection  of  this  section  (the  8th),  provided  he  act 
bonft  fide  in  his  character  of  officer,  and  under  a  belief  that 
he  is  exercising  the  authority  with  which  he  is  invested; 
and  that  the  constables,  therefore,  acting  bon&  fide  were 
protected,  though  by  mistake  they  acted  wrong ;  and  then 
they  came  within  the  provisions  of  21  Jac.  1,  c*  12,  s.  6» 
They  might,  therefore,  perhaps  give  the  special  matter  in 
evidence  even  as  a  defence,  but  that  even  if  they  could  not, 
the  evidence  was  receivable  in  mitigation  of  damages. 

WiOHTMAN,  J. — I  think  this  case  is  not  within  the 


(a)  24  Geo.  2,  c.  44,  8.  8.  No 
action  shall  be  brought  against  any 
justice  of  the  peace  for  any  thing 
done  til  the  execution  of  his  office, 
or  against  any  constable,  head- 
borough,  or  other  officer  or  person 
acting  as  aforesaid,  unless  com- 
menced within  six  cdendar  months 


after  the  act  committed. .  • .  ("  The 
object  of  this  section  differs  from 
that  of  the  sixth  section,  being  in- 
tended for  the  benefit  of  penons 
who  intend  to  act  right,  but  by 
mistake  act  wrong.")  Iloicoe'»E^» 
edit.  4,  p.  584. 

(b)  3  B.  &  A.  333. 
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principle  of  the  21  Jac.  1,  c.  12,  a.  5^  as  relating  to  the 
protection  afforded  to  constables  who  have  done  any  thing 
tonching  or  concerning  their  office  being  empowered  to 
plead  .the  general  issue  and  give  the  special  matter  in  evi- 
dence.  But  I  think  that  here  eyidence  of  the  special 
matter  maybe  given  in  mitigation  of  damages,  because  the 
declaration  avers  that  the  trespasses  were  committed  with- 
out  any  reasonable  or  probable  cause  {c). 


1842. 


ROWCLIFFB 

V, 

MURRAT. 


The  evidence  was  given. 

WioHTMAN,  J.,  in  (summing  up). — ^The  only  question  is^ 
whether  the  defendants  caused  the  imprisonment  of  the 
plaintiff,  and  if  so,  what  are  the  damages  7  The  defend- 
ants Murray  and  Larkin  have  pleaded  not  guilty.  Petty 
has  put  a  defence  on  the  record,  which,  however,  has  not 
been  proved,  for  there  has  been  no  evidence  that  any  horse 
of  his  was  stolen,  or  that  the  horse  found  upon  the  plain- 
tiff^s  premises  was  that  alleged  to  have  been  stolen.  The 
whole  question,  therefore,  reduces  itself  to  a  denial  of 
the  imprisonment.  But  since  it  is  alleged  in  the  de- 
idaration,  that  the  imprisonment  was  without  reasonable 
and  probable  cause,  it  is  right  for  you  to  consider,  in  as- 


(c)  21Jac.l,c.  12,  8.  5.  If  any 
action  upon  the  case,  trespass,  bat- 
tery, or  false  imprisonment,  shall 
be  brought  against  any  justice  of 
peace,  mayor,  or  bailiff  of  city 
or  town  corporate,  headborough, 
portreeve,  constable,  tithing-man, 
collector  of  subsidy  or  fifteens, 
churchwardens,  and  persons  called 
•worn-men,  executing  the  ofHce  of 
churchwarden  or  overseer  of  the 
poor  and  their  deputies,  or  any 
of  them,  or  any  other  which,  in 
their  aid  and  assistance,  or  by  their 
commandment,  shall  do  any  thing 


touching  or  concerning  his  or  their 
office  or  offices,  for  or  concerning 
any  matter,  cause,  or  thing  by 
them,  or  any  of  them,  done,  by  vir- 
tue or  reason  of  their,  or  any  of 
their  office  or  offices,  the  said 
action  shall  be  laid  within  the 
county  where  the  trespass  or  fact 
shall  be  done  and  committed,  and 
not  elsewhere;  and  it  shall  be  law- 
ful to  and  for  all  and  every  person 
and  persons  aforesaid  to  plead  the 
general  issue,  and  give  the  special 
matter  in  evidence. 
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sessing  the  damages^  whether  the  defendants  acted  bon& 

fide. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintifiF.    Damages^  40$. 

Bompas,  Seijt.,  Erie,  and  TapreU,  for  the  plaintiff. 
Crowder,  for  the  defendants  Murray  and  Larkin. 
Cockbum,  for  the  defendant  Petty. 

[Attornies— for  the  plaintiff,  H.  W.HaU;  for  the  defendants,  GoMOm 

and  ChiUonJ] 
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{Crofjon  Side.) 


BEFORE  LOBD  DENHAN. 


The  prisoner 
paid  his  ad- 
dresses to  the 
prosecutrix, 
and  obtained  a 


Aug.  2&th.     The  Queen  (on  the  Prosecution  of  Anne  Cbellin)  v. 

Samuel    Mabtin    Copeland,    otherwise    called    S. 
Mabtin. 

False  pretences.— it  was  agreed  to  rest  the  pro- 
secution  on  the  third  count  of  the  indictment^  which  charged 
the  defendant  with  having  falsely  pretended  to  A.  C,  then 
promise  of  mar-  being  a  single  woman,  that  he  was  an  unmarried  man.  and 

nage  from  her,  .  . 

which  promise    having  thereby  obtained  a  promise  of  marriage  from  the 
refused^oradfy.  ^aid  A.  C. ;  that  shc  refused  to  marry  the  defendant^  and 

He  then  threat- 
ened her  with  an  action,  and  by  this  means  obtained  money  from  her.  During  the  whole  of 
the  transactions  the  prisoner  had  a  wife.  On  an  indictment  against  him  for  obtaining  money 
under  false  pretences,  the  pretences  laid  were,  first,  that  he  was  unmarried ;  secondly,  that  be 
was  entitled  to  bring  and  maintain  his  action  against  her  for  a  breach  of  promise  of  marriage  :— 
Held,  (Lord  Denman,C,  J.,and  Jfati/e,  J.,)  that  the  fact  of  the  prisoner  paying  his  addresses 
was  sufficient  evidence  for  the  jury  on  which  they  might  find  the  first  pretence,  that  the  pri- 
soner was  a  single  man  and  in  a  condition  to  marry ;  and  per  Maule,  J.,  that  there  was  suffi- 
cient evidence  on  which  to  find  the  falseness  of  the  other  pretence,  that  he  was  entitled  to 
maintain  his  action  for  breach  of  promise  of  marriage,  and  that  such  latter  false  pretence  was 
a  sufficient  £Use  pretence  within  the  statute. 
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that  he  falsely  pretended,  at  the  time  of  such  refusal,  that  he 
was  an  unmarried  man,  and  entitled  to  bring  an  action 
against  her  for  the  breach  of  promise  of  marriage,  by 
means  of  which  he  obtained  from  her  100/.  Whereas,  in 
truth,  &c.,  he  was  not  an  unmarried  man,  and  not  entitled 
to  maintain  an  action  for  the  breach  of  promise  of  mar- 
riage against  her  (a). 

The  &ct  that  the  prisoner  was  a  married  man  was  proved; 
and  Anne  Crellin,  the  prosecutrix,  stated,  that  she  being  a 
single  woman,  and  possessed  of  considerable  property,  the 
prisoner  had  paid  his  addresses  to  her,  and  that  she  had 


1842. 


Reoina 

V, 
COPBLAND. 


(a)  The  3rd  count  was  in  the  ful- 
lowingform :  '*  And  the  jurors  afore- 
said upon  their  oath  aforesaid,  do 
fbrther  present,  that  the  said  Samuel 
Martin  Copeland,  otherwise  called 
Samuel  Martin,  on  the  day  and 
year,  &c.,  unlawfully  did  falsely 
pretend  to  the  said  Ann  Crellin, 
then  and  there  heing  a  single  wo- 
man,  that  he  was  a  single  and  un- 
married man,  and  thereby  then  and 
there  obtained  a  promise  of  mar- 
riage from  the  said  Ann  Crellin,  to 
wit,  a  promise  that  in  consideration 
that  he  would  marry  her  she  would 
marry  him.  And  the  jurors,  &c., 
do  further  present  that  the  said 
Ann  Crellin  afterwards,  to  wit,  on 
the  day  and  year,  &c.,  wholly  re- 
fused to  marry  the  said  Samuel 
Martin  Copeland,  otherwise  called 
&c  And  the  jurors,  &c.,  do  fur- 
ther present  that  the  said  Samuel 
Martin  Copeland,  otherwise  called 
&e«,  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  day 
and  year,  &c.,  unlawfully  did  falsely 
pretend  to  the  said  Ann  Crellin 
that  he  was,  at  the  times  of  the  said 
promise  and  refusal  in  this  count 
mentioned,  a  single  and  unmarried 
man,  and  entitled  to  bring  and 
auuntun  an  action  for  breach  of  the 


said  promise  of  marriage  against 
her  the  said  Ann  Crellin  ;  by 
means  of  which  said  last-men- 
tioned false  pretences  in  this  count 
mentioned,  the  said  S.  M.  Cope- 
land, otherwise  called  &c.,  did 
then  and  there  imlawfully  obtain 
from  the  said  Ann  Crellin,  one 
promissory  note  of  the  governor 
and  company  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, for  the  payment  of  £100, 
&c."  {deicribing  various  kinds  of 
money  and  securities)^  "  of  the 
property  and  moneys  of  the  said 
Ann  Crellin,  with  intent  then  and 
there  to  cheat  and  defraud  her,  the 
said  Ann  Crellin,  of  the  same: 
whereas,  in  truth  and  in  fact,  the 
said  S.  M.  Copeland,  otherwise 
called  &c.,  was  not,  at  the  time  of 
the  said  promise  of  marriage  in 
this  count  mentioned,  or  at  the 
time  of  the  said  refusal  in  this 
count  mentioned,  a  single  man  or 
an  unmarried  man,  nor  was  he  at 
either  of  those  times,  or  at  any 
other  time  entitled  to  bring  or 
maintain  an  action  for  breach  of 
the  said  promise  of  marriage  against 
the  said  Ann  Crellin,"  &c.;  against 
the  form  of  the  statute,  &c. 
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1842.  consented  to  many  him^  she  being  ignorant,  at  the  time» 

^ — "^^^  that  he  was  already  married.     She  further  stated,  thftt, 

9.'  after  promising  to  many  the  prisoner,  she  changed  her 

CoFELAKo.  ^^^^  ^^  wished  to  "be  off"  the  match;  that  she  intimated 

as  much  to  the  prisoner,  and  that  he,  thereupon,  threat- 
ened her  with  an  action  at  law  for  breach  of  promise  of 
marriage,  and,  he  added,  that,  by  means  of  such  proceed- 
ing, he  could  take  half  her  fortune  from  her;  and  that  she, 
believing  that  he  could  and  would  carry  his  threat  inta 
effect,  and  in  order  to  induce  him  to  refrain  from  doing  so, 
agreed  to  pay  and  did  pay  him  a  sum  of  money.  The 
money  was  paid  and  received  on  a  written  stipulation 
(produced  at  the  trial)  that,  in  consideration  of  such  pay- 
ment, he  (the  prisoner)  would  forego  proceedings  at  law 
against  the  prosecutrix,  for  promise  of  marriage  broken  by 
her.  She  stated,  on  cross-examination,  that,  but  for  the 
prisoner's  threat  of  bringing  an  action,  she  would  not 
have  paid  the  money;  and  that  she  was  induced  by  such 
threat  to  pay  it :  and,  she  added,  that,  had  she  known  that 
the  prisoner  was  a  married  man,  she  would  not  have 
paid  the  money. 

On  behalf  of  the  prisoner,  it  was  submitted  that  there 
must  be  an  acquittal,  because  the  prosecutrix  had  disproved 
that  the  money  was  obtained  from  her  by  means  of  the 
false  pretences  laid.  Admitting  that  false  pretences  might 
be  by  conduct  and  demeanour,  and  do  not  of  necessi^ 
imply  language,  it  appeared  here,  that  the  money  was 
obtained,  not  by  a  pretence  that  the  prisoner  was  single, 
or  that  he  was  entitled  to  sue,  but  by  a  threat  that  he 
wotdd  bring  an  action.  This  was  either  a  mere  menace  and 
no  fiEdse  pretence  at  all,  or  if  a  false  pretence,  it  was  a 
pretence,  not  of  any  existing  fact,  but  of  something  pro- 
spective; and  for  aught  appearing  it  was  not  a  fabe 
pretence,  inasmuch  as  it  may  have  been  the  prisoner's 
intention  to  take  the  proceedings  threatened.  Again,  if 
it  be  said  the  prisoner  pretended  that  he  was  entitled 
to  sue,  such  pretence  was  rather  a  pretence  of  matter  ot 
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law/tlian'of  any  existing  £Etct :  and^  farther,  the  prisoner        1342. 
was  entitled  to  bring  an  action^  although,  by  proper  plead-      ^     "^  "^ 
ing  and  evidence,  he,  in  such  an  action,  would  have  been  «. 

j_r      ,    J  COPBLAMD. 

defeated. 

For  the  prosecution,  it  was  contended  that  there  was 
evidence  to  go  to  the  jury,  that  by  means  of  the  prisoner's 
fisdsely  pretending,  by  his  conduct  in  addressing  the  prose- 
cutrix as  a  suitor,  that  he  was  single  and  in  a  condition  to 
marry  her,  the  money  was  obtained.    It  is  not  necessary 
that  all  the  faiae  pretences  laid  be  proved:  it  is  enough 
if  some  one  divisible  and  sufficient  false  pretence  be  shewn; 
and,  beyond  all  doubt,  there  is  evidence  that  the  prisoner 
fiilsely  pretended  that  he  was  a  single  man.    But  it  is  said 
that  this  false  pretence  did  not  extort  the  money:  for  that, 
but  for  the  threat  of  an  action,  this  pretence  would  have 
been  of  no  e£fect.    The  answer  is,  that  but  for  the  £eJse 
pretence  in  question,  the  threat  would  have  been  absurd, 
and,  of  necessity,  inefficacious :  and  that,  upon  a  reasonable 
construction  of  the  statute,  money  may  be  said  to  be 
obtained  ''by"  or  "by  means  of*  false  pretences,  if  the 
false  pretence  enters,  as  a  mainly  influential  part,  into  the 
entire  representation  made  to  the  person  cheated,  although 
it  may  not  stand  alone,  or  be  the  sole  incentive.    Further, 
there  was  evidence  of  a  sufficient  false  pretence  in  this, 
that   the  prisoner   was    entitled  to   "  bring  and  main- 
tain'* an  action  for  breach  of  promise  of  marriage.    The 
meaning  of  the  representation,  that  he  could  and  would 
sue  the  prosecutrix  was  this — that  existing  facts  were  such 
as  to  enable  him  to  commence,  and  successfully  to  prose- 
cute, an  action:  and  this  was  false  in  both  branches. 
True  it  is  any  one  may  purchase  a  writ,  and,  in  that  sense, 
be  ''entitled**  (that  is,  have  the  power)  to  commence  any 
kind  of  action   against  another.     But,   so,  A.  has  the 
power  to  enter  on  the  close  of  B.,  or  to  convert  C.*s 
chattels,  if  he  can  seize  them ;  but  he  is  not,  therefore, 
*'eniiiled"  to  do  either  of  these  things.    And  it  is  as  much 
a  wrongful  and  unlawful  act  (though  differently  punish- 
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1842.  ^^)  ^  >^  ^^^  process  wittumt  gronnd  of  aetion, 
(either  honest  or  teehnical),  as  it  is  to  oommit  a  trespsM, 
or  to  be  guilty  of  a  oonversioii.  At  all  erents,  the  prisoner 
was  not  in  a  situation  to  *'  maintain/'  that  is^  to  prosecote 
to  a  successful  issue,  such  an  action.;  nor  could  it  be  con- 
tended, that  this  pretence  was  of  a  matter  of  law.  The  law 
is  so  plain  that  no  one  could  have  been  misled  as  to  it:  the 
pretence  was  (as  before  urged)  of  the  existence  at  those 
matters  of  &ct  which  the  law  notoriously  requires,  in  order 
to  the  maintenance  of  such  an  action  as  the  prisoner 
threatened  to  bring  and  maintain  agaiost  the  prosecntriz. 

Lord  Denhan,  C.  J.,  allowed  the  case  to  proceed; 
reserving  the  sufficiency  of  the  evidence  of  the  false  pre- 
tences laid,  for  consideration.  At  the  dose  of  the  case,  his 
Lordship  left  it  to  the  jury  to  say,  whether  the  mon^  waai, 
in  fact,  obtained  by  the  false  pretence  that  the  prisoner  was 
single :  and  a  verdict  of  "  Guilty '^  was  returned.  On  the  fol- 
lowing day  his  Lordship  intimated  that  he  had  conferred  with 
Mr.  Justice  il/(tmfe,  and  that  they  were  both  clearly  of  opinion 
that  there  was  evidence  to  go  to  the  jury,  that  the  money 
was  obtained  by  the  false  pretence  that  the  prisoner  was  a 
single  man  and  in  a  condition  to  intermarry  with  the 
prosecutrix ;  and  that  Mr.  Justice  Maule  was  further  of 
opinion  that  there  was,  also,  evidence  of  the  money  having 
been  obtained  by  the  fidse  pretence  of  the  prisoner,  that 
he  was  entitled  to  maintain  an  action  for  breach  of  promise 
of  marriage ;  and  that  such  latter  false  pretence  was  a  suffi- 
cient fiEdse  pretence  within  the  statute. 

Verdict — Guilty. 

Baines,  Cromptorij  ffUkifis,  and  Aiherton,  for  the  pro- 
secution. 

Roebuck  and  Aspinatt,  for  the  prisoner. 

lAitomletr^ShuttleuHwth  ^  Snowbail,  and  — .] 
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DURHAM  SPRING  ASSIZES,  1842. 

[Crotvn  Side,) 

BEFORE  MR.  JUSTICE  WIOHTMAN. 


Reoina  V.  Cant. 

JVllSDEMEANOR.— The  defendant  was  indicted  for  dis-  A  magistrate 

obeying  an  order  made  by  William  John  Sawrey  Morritt,  a^poo". Uw' 

Esq.,  and  the  Venerable  Archdeacon  Headlam,  who  were  ""^^^^-^  "x^^  * 

magistrates  of  the  North  Ridine  of  Yorkshire,  and  also  of  ^^«^i?  ""^^^"^ 

^  '  tl.e  Poor  Law 

the  county  of  Durham.  Amendment 

The  order  was  as  follows :—  "ac'!',,^  is^sucV 

guardian. 

*'  At  a  Petty  Session  of  the  Peace,  held  at  the  Morritt      Two  magis- 
Arms,   Greta  Bridge,   in  the  North  Riding  of  the  o'rder  of  mu-" 
County  of  York,  in  and  for  the  Division  of  GilUng  ^j^^  "g  &"  '**'' 
West,  in  the  said  North  Riding,  on  the  30th  day  of  ^'ct-  c-  85, 
March,  1841,  before  us,  two  of  Her  Majesty's  Justices  plaint  of  the 
of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  said  Riding  and  County.     f,"e  t!  Unil. 

'*  Whereas  several  townships  and  parts  of  the  Teesdale  gistrates^esfded 
Union,  in  the  counties 'of  Durham  and  York,  are  situate  ;^»'i^*n  ^^e  T. 

'  •  '  Union,  and 

within  the   division   aforesaid :  And  whereas   application  were  therefore 

hath  this  day  been  made  to  us,  the  justices  of  the  peace  officio  of  it,  and 

holding  the  said  session,  by  the  guardians  of  the  poor  of  was  a  rated  in- 

the  said  union,  for  an  order  upon  William  Cant  to  reim-  habitant  of  a 

*  township  with- 

burse  the  said  union  for  the  maintenance  and  support  in  the  t.  Union, 
of  a  male  bastard  child,  of  which  its  mother,  Margaret  favour  of  which 
Bottoms,   hath    lately   been   delivered,   and  which  hath  ^;f//f"„nf 
lately  become   chargeable  to  the   township  of  Holwick,   the  magistrates 

^  ...         "*^d  on  other 

aituate  within  the  said  union,  and  respecting  which  child  occasions  acted 
no  application  hath  been  made  to  any  court  of  general  ex  officfo,  but 

neither  had 
acted  as  guardian  in  anything  respecting  this  matter  : — Ife/d,  that  the  order  was  good. 

VOL.  I.  MM  N.  P. 


622  CASES  ON  THE 

1842  quarter  sessions^  under  the  provision  of  an  act  passed  in 
the  fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty^  intituled 
'  An  Act  for  the  Amendment  and  better  Administration 
of  the  Laws  relating  to  the  Poor  in  England  and  Wales :' 
And  whereas  it  hath  been  duly  proved  before  us^  that  the 
said  William  Cant  hath  had  ten  days'  due  and  legal  notice 
under  the  hands  of  the  said  guardians  of  their  intention  to 
make  here  this  application^  and  hath  not  appeared  by  him- 
self  or  his  attorney ;  and  we  having  proceeded  to  hear  the 
said  application  and  the  evidence  thereon,  and  it  being 
duly  proved  here  to  our  satisfaction,  well  as  upon  the 
oath  of  the  said  Mai^aret  Bottoms,  corroborated  in  tome 
material  particular  by  other  testimony  as  otherwise,  that 
the  said  child  was,  on  the  9th  day  of  February  last  (and 
since  the  passing  of  the  said  before-mentioned  act  of  Par* 
liament),  bom  a  bastard  of  the  body  of  its  said  mother, 
and  did,  on  the  6th  day  of  March  last,  by  reason  of  the 
inability  of  its  said  mother  to  provide  for  its  maintenance, 
become  chargeable  to  the  said  last-mentioned  township, 
as  aforesaid ;  and  that  the  said  William  Cant  is  really  and 
in  truth  the  father  of  the  said  child :  Now,  therefore,  we 
do  hereby  adjudge  all  the  said  premises  to  be  true ;  and  it 
appears  to  us  here,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
just  and  reasonable  that  we  should  order,  and  we  do  hereby 
accordingly  order,  that  the  said  William  Cant  shall  and 
do,  upon  demand,  reimburse  and  pay,  unto  the  guardians 
of  the  poor  of  the  said  union,  the  sum  of  nine  pence,  duly 
proved  before  us  here  to  have  been  already  expended  by 
them  for  the  maintenance  and  support  of  the  said  child 
from  the  time  when  it  became  chargeable  as  aforesaid  up 
to  the  present  time ;  and  do  and  shall  reimburse  and  pay 
to  the  said  guardians  for  the  time  being,  weekly  and  every 
week  henceforth,  until  the  said  child  shall  have  attained 
the  age  of  seven  years  (if  the  said  child  shall  so  long  live 
and  continue  chargeable  as  aforesaid),  such  sum  or  sumsof 
money  as  shall  be  weekly  expended  by  the  said  union  for 
the  maintenance  and  support  of  the  said  child  during 


NORTHERN  CIRCUIT,  6  VICT.  623 

the  time  last  aforesaid^  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  three         1342 
shillings  weekly. 

"  Given  under  our  hands  and  seals^  at  the  session 
aforesaid. 

"  W.  J.  S.  MORRITT  (l.  s.) 

"  John  Headlam  (l.  s.)** 

It  was  opened  hy  Otter,  for  the  prosecution^  that  Arch- 
deacon Headlam  and  Mr.  Morritt^  who  had  made  the 
order^  were  magistrates  for  the  West  Biding  of  Yorkshire^ 
and  also  for  the  county  of  Durham^  and  that  Mr.  Morritt 
and  Archdeacon  Headlam  both  resided  within  the  Teesdale 
Poor  Law  Union,  and  were  therefore  guardians  ex  ofiScio 
of  that  union ;  and  that  Archdeacon  Headlam  was  a  rated 
inhabitant  in  the  township  of  Thorpe,  which  was  within 
that  union,  several  parts  of  which  were  in  the  division 
of  Gilling  West,  Archdeacon  Headlam  having  acted  as 
chairman  of  the  board  of  guardians  of  that  union  on  several 
occasions,  but  he  had  not  acted  in  any  way  as  a  guardian 
in  any  of  the  proceedings  against  or  relating  to  the  present 
defendant.  By  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act,  5  &  6 
Will.  4,  c  76,  s.  72,  it  had  been  enacted,  that  orders  of 
this  kind  should  be  made  at  the  quarter  sessions ;  but  by 
the  Stat.  2  &  3  Vict.  c.  85,  the  jurisdiction  was  transferred 
to  the  magistrates  of  the  "  special  or  petty  sessions  in 
and  for  the  division  or  borough  within  which  such  union^ 
parish^  or  any  part  thereof,  shall  be  situated  -/^  and  as  by 
the  Stat.  4  &  5  Will.  4,  c.  76,  it  is  enacted,  that  all  magis- 
trates residing  within  a  union  should  ex  officio  be  guar- 
dians, it  will  often  happen  that  they  must  be  the  same 
persons,  and  the  only  persons,  by  whom  an  order  must  be 
made  under  the  stat.  2  &  3  Vict.  c.  85.  In  the  case  of  Rex 
V.  The  Inhabitants  of  Great  Yarmouth  {a),  it  was  held,  that 
an  order  of  removal  signed  by  two  justices,  one  of  whom 
at  the  time  was  churchwarden  of  the  removing  parish,  was 

(a)  6  B.  &  C.  646. 
MM  2 
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1842.  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ground  that  he  was  one  of  the  complainants,  as 
well  as  being  one  of  the  magistrates :  but  in  the  present 
case,  the  two  magistrates  who  made  this  order  were  not  then 
acting  as  ex  officio  guardians,  but  as  magistrates.  With 
respect  to  the  point  that  Archdeacon  Headlam  was  a  rated 
inhabitant,  it  should  be  observed,  that  he  was  a  rated  inha- 
bitant of  Thorpe,  which,  though  within  the  union,  was  not 
the  place  to  be  benefited  by  this  order ;  and  further,  by 
the  Stat.  16  Geo.  2,  c.  18,  s.  1,  magistrates  are  enabled  to 
do  all  acts  relating  "  to  the  laws  for  the  relief,  mainte* 
nance,  and  settlement  of  poor  persons,^'  notwithstanding 
they  are  rated  inhabitants  of  the  place  affected  by  such 
acts. 

GrangeTy  for  the  defendant. — ^Tliis  order  is  made  upon 
the  complaint  of  the  guardians  of  the  Teesdale  Union,  of 
whom  Archdeacon  Headlam  is  certainly  one  ex  officio ;  and 
if  the  order  in  the  case  of  22ea?  v.  The  Inhabitants  of  Great 
Yarmouth  was  bad  because  it  was  made  on  the  complaint 
of  the  churchwardens,  one  of  whom  was  one  of  the  magis- 
trates  who  made  the  order,  so  I  submit  that  this  ordxst 
must  be  bad,  as  it  is  on  the  complaint  of  the  guardians, 
one  of  whom  is  one  of  the  magistrates  who  made  this  order. 
It  is  true  that  Archdeacon  Headlam  did  not  act  as  a 
guardian  with  respect  to  this  matter,  but  still  he  is  a 
guardian,  and  therefore  one  of  the  complainants. 

WioHTMAN,  J. — ^The  question  is  new  and  deserves  con- 
sideration.  K  there  is  no  disputed  fact,  the  defendant  had 
better  plead  guilty,  and  I  will  reserve  the  case  for  the 
opinion  of  the  Judges. 

The  defendant  pleaded  guilty. 

Otter,  for  the  prosecution. 
Granger^  for  the  defendant. 

[Attornies — Bameg,  and  Marthalf.'] 
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The  case  was  afterwards  considered  by  the  fifteen  Jadges,         1342, 
who  unanimously  held  the  conviction  right;   and  their 
Lordships  were  of  opinion  that  Archdeacon  Headlam  was 
a  guardian  when  he  acted  as  such^  and  then  only ;  and 
that  here  he  did  not  so  act. 


APPLEBY  SUMMER  ASSIZES. 


BEFORE    MR.    JUSTICE    MAULE. 


Regina  V.  Atkinson. 

x!iMBEZZLEMENT.— The  first  count  of  the  indictment  A  clerk  oft 
charged  that  the  prisoner,  "  being  employed  as  clerk  to  banking  com- 
John  Teather  and  others/'  embezzled  a  sum  of  £53,  on  PHndeTthl***' 
the  14th  of  February,  1842.    The  second  and  third  counts  "tat.  7  Geo.  4, 

.     .111.^  1  n  c,  46,  may  be 

were  similar,  but  applied  to  two  other  sums  of  money,  convicted  of 
The  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  counts  diifered  from  the  first,  ^'S^r/of  fh?* 
second,  and  third,  in  stating  that  the  prisoner,  "  being  ^"P*/*?*  ^" 
employed  for  the  purpose  and  in  the  capacity  of  a  clerk  to  shareholder  or 
the  said  John  Teather  and  others,"  embezzled  the  three  company. 
sums.   The  seventh,  eighth,  and  ninth  counts  were  similar, 
except  that  they  stated  that  the  prisoner,  "  being  employed 
as  cleric  to  John  Teather,  one  of  the  public  officers  of  the 
Carlisle  and  Cumberland  Banking  Company'*  embezzled 
the  three  sums  of  money.    The  tenth,  eleventh,  and  twelfth 
counts  diflfered  from  the  three  preceding  counts  only  in 
stating  the  prisoner  to  have  been  employed  "  for  the  pur- 
pose and  in  the  capacity  of  a  clerk  to  the  said  John  Tea- 
ther, as  such  public  ofiicer  of  the  said  Carlisle  and  Cumber- 
land Bankiny  Company  as  aforesaid."     The  thirteenth  count 
was  for  a  larceny  by  the  prisoner,  as  clerk  to ''  John  Teather 
and  others,"  of  money  and  bank  notes,  the  property  of  John 
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1S42.  Teatber  and  others.  The  fourteenth  count  was  for  larceny^ 
^ — ^f — ^  but  stated  the  prisoner  to  be  clerk  to,  and  the  money,  &c., 
o.  to  be  the  property  of,  John  Teather,  one  of  the  public 

officers  of  the  Carlisle  and  Cumberland  Bankinff  Conqmijf. 

It  appeared  in  evidence  that  the  prisoner  was  employed 
as  a  clerk  in  a  banking  company,  established  under  the 
Stat.  7  Oeo,  4,  c.  46,  and  a  return  as  required  by  the  fourth 
section  of  that  statute  had  been  made,  and  was  proved  by 
a  certificate  under  the  sixth  section.  In  this  return,  the 
"  true  name,  title,  or  firm  of  the  copartnership  "  was  stated 
to  be  ''  The  Carlisle  and  Cumberland  Joint  Stock  Bank ;'' 
and  the  '^  names  or  firms  of  the  banks  established,  or  to  be 
established  by  the  copartnership,'^  were  stated  to  be  ''  Car- 
lisle and  Cumberland  Bank,''  at  Carlisle ;  "  Carlisle  and 
Cumberland  Bank,"  at  Wigton ;  and  "  Carlisle  and  Cum- 
berland Bank,"  at  Appleby;  and  John  Teather  was  de- 
scribed as  being  a  partner,  and  one  of  the  public  officers. 

It  was  proved  by  Mr.  Nelson,  the  manager  of  the  bank, 
that  the  usual  and  only  name  employed  by  the  copartner- 
ship in  their  dealings  was  the  "  Carlisle  and  Cumberland 
Banking  Company y*  and  they  were  so  described  in  a  bond 
of  the  prisoner  to  the  company,  which  was  given  in  evi- 
dence. It  further  appeared,  that  during  the  time  of  all 
the  transactions  in  question,  the  prisoner  was  a  share- 
holder or  partner  in  the  company. 

Murphy  J  Serjt.,  for  the  defendant. — I  submit,  first,  that 
there  is  a  variance  between  the  indictment  and  the  prooi^ 
as  the  certificate  proves  the  true  name  of  the  copartnership 
to  be  different  from  that  laid  in  the  indictment;  and  se- 
condly, that  the  prisoner,  being  a  partner  in  the  company, 
cannot  be  indicted  for  embezzlement,  notwithstanding  the 
9th  section  of  the  stat.  7  Geo.  4,  c.  46,  the  object  of  that 
enactment  being  (as  I  submit)  only  to  allow  a  public 
officer  to  be  named  instead  of  naming  all  the  partners,  or 
all  the  partners  except  one,  in  cases  where  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  name  all  or  all  except  one,  but  not  to  make  any 
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thing  indictable  which  would  not  have  been  so  independ-        \S42. 
ently  of  that  enactment.  ^ 

Reoina 

V. 

Maule^  J. — ^I  will  reserve  the  case  for  the  consideration       ^kinsow, 
of  the  Judges. 

Verdict — Guilty. 

Knowles  and  Ramahai/,  for  the  prosecution. 

Murphy^  Seijt.,  for  the  prisoner. 

[Attornies — Hodgsony  and  WUton  ^  ScoU,"] 


BeFOBE  lord  DENMAN^  C.  J.y  TINDAL^  C.  J.^  LORD  ABINOER, 
C.  B.^  PATTESON^  J.^  GURNEY,  B.^  WILLIAMS^  J.,  COLE- 
BIDQBj    J.^    COLTMAN^    J.^    ERSKINE,    J.,    MAULE,    J.^    RUd 


ROLFE^  B. 


Murphy,  Serjt ,  for  the  prisoner. — There  are  two  acts  of 
Parliament  which  bear  upon  this  case^  which  were  not 
adverted  to  at  the  trial.  They  are  the  stat.  1  &  2  Vict, 
c.  96,  and  3  &  4  Vict.  c.  111.  The  stat.  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  96, 
(which  passed  in  the  year  1838)  is  intituled  "An  Act  to 
amend  until  the  end  of  the  next  Session  of  Parliament  the 
Law  relative  to  Legal  Proceedings  by  certain  Joint  Stock 
Banking  Companies  against  their  own  Members,  and  by 
such  Members  against  the  Companies.^'  This  act  enables 
the  company,  in  the  name  of  a  public  officer,  nominated  as 
is  directed  in  the  stat.  7  G«o.  4,  c.  46,  to  proceed  civilly 
against  a  member  of  the  company  as  if  he  were  not  a  mem- 
ber. The  stat.  8  &  4  Vict.  c.  Ill,  is  intituled  "An  Act 
to  continue  until  the  31st  day  of  August,  1842,  and  to 
extend  the  provisions  of  an  Act  of  the  1st  &  2nd  Years  of 
her  present  Majesty,  relating  to  Legal  Proceedings  by 
certain  Joint  Stock  Banking  Companies  against  their  own 
Members,  and  by  such  Members  against  the  Companies ;" 
and  the  preamble  of  this  act  recites,  that  "  Whereas  an 
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1842.        ^^^  ^^  passed  in  the  Ist  and  2nd  years  of  the  reign  of 
^ — V —      her  present  Majesty,  intituled  '  An  Act  to  extend  until  the 
V.  end  of  the  next  Session  of  Parliament/ ''  &c.,  setting  out 

the  title  of  the  stat.  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  96,  but  substituting 
the  word  "extend^'  for  the  word  ^^ amend ^^  and  the 
preamble  then  recites  that  the  '^  said  act '^  had  been  con- 
tinued till  the  31st  day  of  August,  1840,  by  an  act  of  the 
then  last  session  of  Parliament,  (2  &  3  Vict.  c.  68) ;  and 
the  2nd  section  of  the  stat.  3  &  4  Vict.  c.  Ill,  after  recit- 
ing that  "Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  extend  the  provisions 
of  the  said  act  hereby  continued  as  hereinafter  stated/' 
enacts  ''  That  if  any  person  or  persons  being  a  member  or 
members  of  any  banking  copartnership  within  the  meaning 
of  the  said  act,  or  of  any  other  banking  copartnership  con- 
sisting of  more  than  six  persons,  formed  under  or  in  pur- 
suance of  an  act  passed  in  the  3rd  and  4th  years  of  the 
reign  of  King  William  the  Fourth,  [the  stat.  3  &  4  Will.  4, 
c.  98,]  intituled  '  An  Act  for  giving  to  the  Corporation  of 
the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England  cer- 
tain Privileges  for  a  limited  Period^  under  certain  Condi- 
tions,' shall  steal  or  embezzle  any  money,  goods^  effects, 
bills,  notes,  securities,  or  other  property  of  or  belonging  to 
any  such  copartnership,  or  shall  commit  any  fraud,  for- 
gery, crime,  or  offence  against  or  with  intent  to  injure  or 
defraud  any  such  copartnership,  such  member  or  memben 
shall  be  liable  to  indictment,  information,  prosecution,  or 
other  proceeding  in  the  name  of  any  of  the  officers  for  the 
time  being  of  any  such  copartnership,  in  whose  name  any 
action  or  suit  might  be  lawfully  brought  against  any  mem- 
ber or  members  of  any  such  copartnership  for  every  such 
fraud,  forgery,  crime,  or  offence,  and  may  thereupon  be 
lawfully  convicted,  as  if  such  person  or  persons  had  not 
been  or  was  or  were  not  a  member  or  members  of  such 
copartnership ;  any  law,  usage,  or  custom  to  the  contraij 
notwithstanding.^'  Now,  I  submit,  first,  that  although  it 
might  have  been  intended  by  the  stat.  3  &  4  Vict.  c.  111| 
to  make  a  partner  in  a  company  who  embezzled  its  money 
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•liable  to  an  indictment,  yet  that  it  has  failed  to  do  so^  \M2. 
inasmuch  as  there  is  no  such  act  of  Parliament  passed  in 
the  Ist  &  2nd  of  Vict,  as  an  act  iniittded  an  act  to  extend, 
&c.,  which  is  the  act  that  the  stat.  3  &  4  Vict.  c.  Ill,  pro- 
poses to  continue.  I  submit,  therefore,  that  the  stat.  3  &  4 
Vict.  c.  Ill,  has  no  operation  on  the  stat.  1  & 2  Vict.  c.  96, 
•and  as  that  statute  expired  in  the  year  1840,  there  is  there- 
fore no  power  of  indicting  a  member  of  one  of  these  copart- 
nerships for  embezzlement,  as  the  indictment  is  required  to 
be  in  the  name  of  some  officer  in  whose  name  an  "  action 
or  suit  might  be  lawfully  brought  against  any  member,*' 
which  could  not  be  done  after  the  stat.  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  96 
had  expired.  I  submit,  secondly,  that  even  supposing 
that  the  stat.  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  96,  notwithstanding  the  mis- 
recital  of  its  title,  is  to  be  treated  as  referred  to  and  ex- 
tended by  the  stat.  3  &  4  Vict.  c.  Ill,  yet  the  conviction 
in  the  present  case  cannot  be  sustained,  because  the  offence 
of  a  partner  against  a  company  is  made  liable  to  indict- 
ment, not  generally,  but  only  in  the  name  of  an  officer  in 
whose  name  an  action  could  be  brought  against  a  member 
of  the  company,  such  officer  being  by  the  stat.  1  &  2  Vict. 
c.  96,  an  officer  nominated  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the 
stat.  7  Geo.  4,  c.  46.  Strictly  speaking,  an  indictment  is 
not  in  the  name  of  any  person ;  but  giving  a  reasonable 
construction  to  the  statute,  it  must  be  understood  to  re- 
quire that  where  the  company  is  the  party  injured,  and 
would  otherwise  be  described  as  such,  the  indictment  must 
give  the  name  of  some  officer  nominated  under  the  stat.  7 
Geo.  4,  c.  46,  s.  4.  If  that  be  so,  those  counts  of  the  in- 
dictment which  charge  the  prisoner  with  having  embezzled 
or  stolen  the  money  of  John  Teather,  public  officer  of  the 
Carlisle  and  Cumberland  Banking  Company ,  require  proof 
of  John  Teather's  appointment  as  public  officer  of  the 
"  Carlisle  and  Cumberland  Banking  Company,'*  which  is 
not  given.  And  with  respect  to  those  counts  which  do 
not  describe  John  Teather  as  public  officer,  and  do  not 
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1842.  name  the  banking  company^  I  submit  that  even  snppoaing 
an  indictment  would  be  sufficiently  "  in  the  name  of  a 
public  officer/'  within  the  meaning  of  the  stat.  8  &  4  Yict. 
Atkinsok.  p^  j2j^  g  2^  if  the  offence  were  stated  to  be  against  him  by 
his  name,  without  describing  his  office,  it  would  be  still 
necessary  that  the  person  named  should  be  a  public  officeTj 
and  that  being  such  officer  the  statute  makes  his  name 
equivalent  to  the  names  of  all  the  partners^  and  conse- 
quently the  counts  charging  the  prisoner  to  have  com- 
mitted the  offence  against  ''John  Teather  and  others^'' 
(which  is  the  case  with  all  those  in  which  the  bank  is 
named)^  are  to  be  understood  as  charging  it  to  have  been 
committed  against  the  company  and  others,  whereas  the 
evidence  is^  that  it  was  against  the  company  alone. 

The  case  was  afterwards  considered  by  the  Judges^  who 
held  that  the  conviction  was  right. 
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OXFORD  SPRING  CIRCUIT,  1842. 


BBFORB    MR.    JUSTICE    PATTE80N    AND    MR.   JUSTICE 

CRE8SWELL 


BERKSHIRE  ASSIZES. 
(CivUSide.) 

BEFORE    MR.   JUSTICE    PATTESON. 


Dj 


Pardow  v.  Webb. 


^EBT  for  work  and  labour,  with  a  count  upon  an  ac-  if  A.  employ 

count  stated.  bricks'for  him 

Plea,  nunquam  indebitatus.  *^  *  ^ip'^ted 

'  ^  price  per  thou* 

It  was  proved,  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  that  an  agree-  »»nd.  »nd  B. 
ment  had  been  entered  into  between  the  plaintiff  and  the  of  the  bricks  be 
defendant,  that  the  plaintiff  should  make  bricks  for  the  ^  I'' be  ^'^^ 
defendant  at  10*.  per  thousand,  and  the  plaintiff  claimed  M^othing,  a. 

^  '  '^  will  be  entitled 

jE25,  which  was  the  proper  amount  for  the  quantity  made  to  make  a  de- 
at  10*.  per  thousand.  those  badly 

It  was  proposed  on  the  part  of  the  defendant  to  shew  ^**^of  J^J^g^, 
that  many  of  the  bricks  were  so  badly  made  as  to  be  puiated  price, 

and  may  make 
worthless.  such  deduction 

in  an  action 
brought  by  B. 

Ludlow,  Serjt.,  for  the  plaintiff.— I  submit,  that  as  this  [;j[ed*'%Vce^."' 
was  a  contract  for  work  at  a  specified  price,  this  evidence  but  if  the  bricks 
is  not  admissible  unless  the  bricks  had  been  repudiated  by  in  a  trifling  de- 
the  defendant.  mereirto^iJ^  " 

les9  valuable 
than  they 

•Iherwiae  would  have  been,  A.,  in  an  action  for  the  stipulated  prict,  will  not  be  entitled  Co 

make  any  deduction  on  this  account. 
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Patteson,  J. — I  think  that  the  evidence  is  receivable. 

The  evidence  was  given. 

Pattbson,  J.,  (in  summing  up). — If  any  portion  of  these 
bricks  was  badly  made  and  defective  in  only  a  trifling  de- 
gree^  so  as  only  to  make  them  less  valuable,  the  plaintiff 
will  be  entitled  to  recover  for  the  making  at  10«.  per 
thousand,  as  that  was  the  stipulated  price ;  but  if  you 
are  satisfied  that  any  portion  of  the  bricks  were  so  badly 
made  as  to  be  good  for  nothing,  so  that  the  defendant 
could  derive  no  benefit  from  them,  the  defendant  is  at 
liberty  to  shew  the  extent  of  his  loss,  and  if  you  are  satis- 
fied that  this  loss  to  him  exceeded  in  amount  the  stipulated 
remuneration  to  the  plaintiff,  you  ought  to  find  for  the 
defendant ;  and  if  you  think  that  the  amount  of  the  loss 
thus  occasioned  to  the  defendant  is  less  than  the  amount 
of  the  stipulated  price,  you  should  deduct  the  amount  of 
the  loss  from  the  stipulated  price,  and  find  for  the  plaintiff 
for  the  residue. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff  for  12/.  10*. 

Ludlow,  Serjt.,  and  Talbot,  for  the  plaintiff. 
F.  V,  Lee,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attomies — E.  Vines-,  and  fVeedon,'] 


GwYNNE  v.  Sharpe,  Esq. 


oLANDER. — ^The  first  count  of  the  declaration  stated, 
that,  "before  the  committing  by  the  defendant  of  the 


If  in  an  action 
for  slander,  in 
which  the  de- 
claration con- 
tain prefatory  allegations,  the  defendant  only  plead  not  guilty,  the  plaintiff  will  not  be  al- 
lowed to  go  into  any  evidence  as  to  the  prefatory  allegations,  and  ail  those  allegations  mast 
be  taken  to  be  perfectly  true)  as  the  defendant  has  not  denied  tbettiy  which  he  might  have  done 
if  ht  had  meant  to  put  the  plaintiff  to  prove  them. 
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grievances  hereinafter  mentioned^  a  certain  box  or  desk  of        1342. 
the  plaintiflF's,  containing  sundry  valuable  articles,  amongst      ^    "^     ' 
others  a  pearl  brooch,   [enumerating  several  articles  of  v. 

jewellery],  the  property  of  the  plaintiff,  had  been  and  was 
feloniously  stolen,  taken,  and  carried  away,  by  some 
person  or  persons,  from  the  plaintiff^s  dwelling-house, 
situate  within  the  borough  of  Windsor,  in  the  county  of 
Berks/'  and  that  the  plaintiff,  having  reasonable  cause 
to  suspect  that  Maria  Heaton  was  accessory  to  the  felony, 
caused  her  to  be  charged  and  examined  before  the  mayor 
and  certain  justices  of  Windsor,  touching  the  commission 
of  the  aforesaid  felony,  and  that  upon  such  examination  the 
plaintiff  deposed  that  the  said  pearl  brooch,  &c.,  was  feloni- 
ously stolen  from  her  dwelling-house ;  and  that  defendant 
spoke  certain  slanderous  words  of  the  plaintiff,  importing 
that  no  felony  had  been  committed.  The  second  count  was 
for  other  words  of  nearly  similar  import.  Plea — not  guilty. 

Ludlow,  Serjt.,  for  the  plaintiff,  proposed  to  call  witnesses 
to  shew  that  the  articles  mentioned  in  the  declaration  had 
been  stolen  from  the  house  of  the  plaintiff. 

Patteson,  J. — I  cannot  allow  it  to  be  done.  I  have 
only  to  try  the  issues  joined  in  this  cause.  There  is  no 
issue  taken  on  the  allegation  that  these  articles  were  felo- 
niously stolen. 

The  evidence  was  rejected  (a). 

Patteson,  J.,  (in  summing  up). — The  statements  which 
are  admitted  on  the  record,  that  is,  all  those  allegations 
which  are  contained  in  the  declaration,  and  not  denied  by 
the  plea,  must  be  taken  to  be  perfectly  true;  and  it  is  not 
only  unnecessary  to  give  evidence  of  the  truth  of  them, 

(a)  We  have  been  informed  that  anything  for  the  attendance  of  the 
en  the  taxation  of  the  plaintiff's  witnesses  whose  evidence  was  re- 
costs,  the  Master  would  not  allow     jected. 
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but  such  evidence  cannot  be  allowed  to  be  given^  because 
the  matters  are  admitted^  and  are  not  put  in  issue^  which 
they  might  have  been^  if  the  defendant  had  chosen  to  put 
the  plaintiff  to  the  proof  of  the  statements  contained  in 
them. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff. 


Ludlow,  Serjt.,  Carrington,  and  J.  Jefferya  WiUiams,  for 

the  plaintiff. 

Talfourdf  Serjt.^  and  F.  V.  Lee,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attornies — Martin^  and  DarvilL] 


Monday  told 
her  that  she 
would  forgive 
her  if  she  told 


Feb.  25th.  ReGINA  V.  CAROLINE  HeWETT. 

A  female  scr-     Xj ARCENY. — The  prisoner  was  indicted  for  stealing  thir- 

Yant  being  8U8*  , 

pected  of  steal-  tccu  Sovereigns  and  other  mouey^  the  property  of  Sarah 

inff  money,  her    ^  «  .   . 

mistress  on  a      Coopcr,  her  mistress. 

It  appeared  that  the  money  was  stolen  on  the  evening 
of  Monday,  the  14th  of  February,  1843,  and  the  prisoner 
the  truth.    On   being  suspected,  Mrs.  Cooper,  on  that  evening,  told  the 
she  was  uken     pnsoner  that  she  would  forgive  her  if  she  told  the  truth. 

trate  %nd  Sf ""  ^^  *^^  ^^^*  ^^^^  Tuesday,  the  prisoner  was  taken  before  a 
discharged,  no    magistrate,  but  Mrs.  Cooper  not  appearing  against  her, 

one  appearing 

against  her.  she  was  discharged  and  placed  under  her  brother's  care, 
neiday  uieVu-   -^itcr  that,  the  prisoner  made  a  statement. 

perintendentof 
police  went 

with  her  mis-  J.  Jefferys  TftlHams,  for  the  prisoner,  objected  that  this 
Bridewell,  and   statement  was  inadmissible,  on  the  ground  that  the  im- 

told  her  in  the 
presence  of  her 

mistress,  that  she  '*  was  not  bound  to  say  anything  unless  she  liked,  and  that  if  she  had  any* 
thing  to  say  her  mistress  would  hear  her;"  but  the  superintendent  (not  knowing  that  her 
mistress  had  promised  to  forgive  her)  did  not  tell  her  that  if  she  made  a  statement  it  might  be 
given  in  evidence  against  her.  The  prisoner  made  a  statement : — Held,  that  this  statement  was 
not  receivable  in  evidence,  as  the  promise  of  the  mistress  must  be  considered  as  atill  operadng 
on  the  prisoner's  mind  at  the  time  of  the  statement,  but  that  if  the  mistresa  bad  not  been  thta 
present,  it  might  have  been  otherwise. 
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pression  produced  on  the  prisoner's  mind,  by  Mrs.  Cooper's        1542. 

promise  of  pardon  the  evening   before,  had  not  been  ^    ^ 
removed.  v* 


Mrs.  Cooper,  in  answer  to  questions  put  by  the  learned 
Judge,  said,  that  she  did  not  tell  the  prisoner  on  the 
Tuesday  that  she  would  not  forgive,  nor  that  anything  she 
said  would  be  given  in  evidence  against  her. 

Patteson,  J. — I  think  that  her  statement  cannot  be 
given  in  evidence. 

Mr.  Houlton,  the  superintendent  of  police  at  Beading, 
was  called,  and  he  stated,  that  on  the  Wednesday  morning 
lie  was  sent  for  to  the  Bridewell,  where  the  prisoner  was, 
and  that  he  went  there  with  Mrs.  Cooper.  Mr.  Houlton 
stated,  that  he  told  the  prisoner,  in  the  presence  of  Mrs. 
Cooper,  that  she  was  not  bound  to  say  anything  unless  she 
liked,  and  that  if  she  had  any  thing  to  say  Mrs.  Cooper 
would  hear  her.  He  further  stated,  that  he  did  not  know, 
at  that  time,  that  Mrs.  Cooper  had  promised  to  forgive  her 
if  she  would  tell  the  truth,  and  that  he  did  not  tell  the 
prisoner,  that  if  she  said  anything  it  might  be  given  in 
evidence  against  her.     She  then  made  a  statement. 

J.  Jefferya  Williams,  for  the  prisoner,  objected  to  this 
statement  being  received  in  evidence,  and  cited  the  case 
of  Begina  v.  Taylor  (a). 

A.  Wood,  for  the  prosecution. — In  the  case  of  Rex  v. 
Nute  (6),  the  prisoner  was  charged  with  setting  fire  to  an 
out-house,  and  her  mistress  told  her  if  she  would  repent 
God  would  forgive  her,  but  she  concealed  from  her  that 
she  would  not  forgive  her  herself.  She  confessed,  and  the 
next  day  another  person  in  her  mistress's  sight,  though 

(fl)  8  C.  &  P.  733. 
{J})  Cbitt  ed.  of  Burn's  Juit.,  tit.  Evidence. 


Hewbtt. 
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1842.  o^^  of  hearings  told  her  that  her  mistress  had  said  she  had 
confessed^  and  drew  from  her  a  second  confession.  Lord 
Eldon  allowed  the  confessions  to  be  given  in  evidence^  and 
the  prisoner  was  convicted.  Lord  Eldon  having  left  it  to 
the  jury  to  say  whether  the  first  confession  was  made  under 
a  hope  of  favour  here^  and  the  second^  under  the  influence 
of  the  firsts  and  the  jury  found  that  that  was  so.  The 
twelve  Judges  held  that  these  points  were  not  for  the  juiy  j 
but  that  if  Lord  Eldon  agreed  with  the  jury^  which  he  did, 
the  confessions  were  receivable. 

Patteson,  J. — There  the  supposed  inducement  was  that 
God  would  forgive  her — here  Mrs.  Cooper  says  that  she 
will  forgive  her.     The  nearest  case  to  the  present  is  that 
of  Isabella  Meynell{c),     In  that  case  the  prisoner  was 
charged  with  stealing  hams,  and  a  constable  had  said  to 
the  prisoner,  in  the  presence  of  one  of  the  prosecutors^ 
"  You  had  better  tell  all  about  it  -"  and  she  made  a  state- 
ment which  was  not  given  in  evidence.     In  the  afternoon 
of  the  same  day,  another  of  the  prosecutors  went  to  the 
house  of  the  prisoner,  and  entered  into  conversation  with 
her  about  the  hams,  when  she  repeated  the  confession  she 
had  made  to  the  constable  in  the  morning ;  but  no  pro- 
mise or  menace  was  on  this  occasion  held  out  to  her.     Sir 
G.  A.  Lewin,  for  the  prosecution,  requested  the  learned 
Judge's  opinion,  whether  he  was  at  liberty  to  make  use  of 
the  latter  confession.     Mr.  Justice  Taunton  said — ''  I  am 
clearly  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  receivable,  it  being  impos- 
sible to  say  that  it  was  not  induced  by  the  promise  the 
constable  made  to  her  in  the  morning.^'    I  think  that 
the  statement  of  the  prisoner  is  not  receivable  in  evidence. 
If  Mrs.  Cooper  had  not  been  present  when  the  statement 
was  made  it  might  have  been  different ;  but  I  think  that, 
as  Mrs.  Cooper  was  present,  and  the  interval  of  time  was 
only  from  the  Monday  to  the  Wednesday^  the  impression 

(c)  2  Lew.  C.  C.  122. 
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produced  by.  Mrs*  Cooper's  promise  of  fofrgiveness  on  the         i.{jt.j2. 
Monday  evening,  must  be  considered  as  still  operating  on      ^     *     ' 

^,  .  «        •     T  Reoin\ 

t;ne  prisoners  mind.  9. 

The  evidence  was  rejected.  Hewbtt. 

Verdict — Guilty. 
.    A.  Wood,  for  the  prosecution. 

Carrinffton,  and  J.  Jefferys  Williams,  for  the  prisoner. 

[Attomies — Slocomhe^  and  Richards,'] 


{Crown  Side.) 

BEFORE    MR.    JUSTICE    CRESSW'ELL. 


F 


Regina  v.  Bloomfield. 


ALSE  pretences. — The  first  count  of  the  indictment  A  defendant 
stated  that  the  defendant^  on  &c.,  at  &c.,  "did  unlawfully  Jh^firsVcount 
iTalsely  pretend  to  one  Charlotte,  the  wife  of  George  Palmer,  ^^^^  wUh^hav- 
that  he,  the  said  Daniel  Bloomfield,  was  Mister  Hitchings,  ing  faUeiy  pre- 

'  -m...  tended  that  he 

and  that  he  was  the  same  person  that  had  cured  Mistress  was  Mr.  \l., 
Clarke,  at  the  Oxford  infirmary.     By  means  of  which  said  ^^^  q^  ^^  ^^e 
&l8e  pretence,  he,  the  said  Daniel  Bloomfield,  did  then  Oxford  infir- 

*  '        '  '  mary,  and 

and  there  obtain  from  the  said  George  Palmer,  the  hus-  thereby  obtain- 

-_^  .  ing  one  sove- 

band  of  the  said  Charlotte  Palmer,  one  piece  of  the  current  reign,  with  in- 
gold  coin  of  this  realm,  called  a  sovereign,  of  the  monies,  g."  P.**"  of  "the 
goods,  and  chattels  of  the  said  George  Palmer,  *  with  in-  •»™e"   The 

**  '  .       second  count 

tent  then  and  there  to  cheat  and  defraud  him,  the  said  i«id  the  intent 
George  Palmer,  of  the  same ;  *  whereas,  in  truth  and  in  fraud  G.  p.  «*  of 
fifct, .  &c.    [negativing  the  false  pretences] .     The  second  parceUffhe'*' 

value  of  the 
aaid  laat-mentioned  piece  of  the  current  gold  coin."  It  was  proved  that  the  defendant  made 
tbe  pretence,  and  thereby  induced  the  prosecutor  to  buy,  ai  the  expense  of  5f.,  a  bottle  contain- 
ing something  which  he  said  would  cure  the  eye  of  the  prosecutor's  child.  The  prosecutor 
gave  him  a  sovereign  and  received  15f.  in  change.  It  was  further  proved  that  the  defendant 
was  not  Mr.  H. 

Held,  that  this  was  a  false  pretence  within  the  stat.  7  &  8  Geo.  4,  c.  29,  s.  53,  and  that  tbe 
iotent  waa  properly  laid  in  the  second  count. 

VOL.  I.  N  N  K.  P. 
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1842.        count  was  exactly  similar  to  the  first  county  except  tiist 
^ — ^""^      instead  of  the  words  between  the  *  *,  the  following  were 
V.  inserted— '^  with  intent  to  cheat  and  defraud  him^  the  said 

George  Palmer,  of  the  sum  of  five  shillings,  parcel  of  the 
value  of  the  said  last-mentioned  piece  of  the  current  gdd 
coin/'  The  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  counts  alleged  the  pre- 
tence to  have  been  made  to  the  husband,  and  that  a  sove- 
reign was  obtained  from  him,  with  intent  to  defraud  him 
of  *'  the  same;*'  and  in  the  third  count  it  was  stated  in  a 
prefatory  allegation,  that,  in  the  year]  1840^  Elisabedi 
Clarke  was  a  patient  in  the  Oxford  infirmary,  and  that 
she  was  attended  by  and  was  under  the  care  of  one 
George  Hitchings,  the  said  George  Hitchings  then  being 
a  surgeon. 

Mrs.  Palmer,  the  wife  of  the  prosecutor,  was  called,  she 
said — '^  On  the  4th  of  February,  the  defendant  came  to 
our  house,  he  said, '  I  am  a  gentleman  come  from  Oxford 
to  give  advice  to  poor  people,  for  I  understand  the  parish 
doctor  is  severe  to  the  poor.'  I  asked  him,  '  Are  you  Mr. 
Hitchings?'  and  he  replied,  '  I  am;  yes,  yes.'  I  thea 
asked  him  if  he  was  the  same  person  that  had  cured  Mia 
Clarke  at  the  Oxford  infirmary,  and  he  replied,  '  I  am/ 
I  had  a  child  in  my  arms,  the  defendant  looked  at  the 
child's  eyes,  and  said  that  the  child  would  lose  them  la 
less  than  a  month,  and  he  asked  me  if  I  would  go  to  the 
expense  of  two  bottles  of  stuff  for  the  child,  at  5t.  6dL  a 
bottle,  which  would  be  11«.  I  said,  I  could  not  afford  it; 
he  then  asked  if  I  would  go  to  the  expense  of  one  bottle, 
which  would  be  5«.  6d,  I  said,  '  If  you  think  my  child 
will  lose  its  eye  I  will  go  to  the  expense  of  one«'  The 
defendant  asked  for  a  bottle,  which  I  gave  him.  I  weal 
up  stairs,  and  on  my  return  I  saw  something  yellow  in  tiie 
bottle.  My  husband  gave  the  defendant  a  sovereign,  and 
the  defendant  gave  him  in  change  two  crown  pieces  and 
two  half-crowns,  saying  he  would  let  us  have  the  stuff 
for  five  shillings." 

George  Palmer,  the  prosecutor,  stated,  that  Mrs.  Clarke, 
who  was  now  dead,  was  his  grandmother,  and  that  he  would 
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not  have  given  the  defendant  the  sovereign^  or  have  bought         1^42, 
the  stuff  of  him,  if  he  had  not  believed  that  the  defendant      "^  -    ^ 
was  Mr.  Hitchings.  o. 

It  was  proved  by  the  Eev.  W.  S.  Bricknell,  that  he  knew  *^^*"**'''*- 
Mr.  Hitchings,  who  was  an  eminent  surgeon,  and  that  the 
defendant  was  not  Mr.  Hitchings ;  and  also,  that  he  had 
given  Mrs.  Clarke  a  recommendation  to  the  Oxford  Infir- 
mary, to  be  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Hitchings.  There  was 
no  evidence  to  prove  that  Mrs.  Clarke  was  at  the  Oxford 
Infirmary,  but  it  was  proved  by  Mr.  Bricknell,  that  she 
was  absent  from  home  soon  after  he  gave  her  the  recom- 
mendation. 

I\frwhiti,  for  the  defendant. — ^I  submit  that  this  prose- 
cation  cannot  be  sustained.  I  submit,  first,  that  the  first, 
third,  fourth,  and  fifth  counts  are  disproved.  In  those 
counts,  it  is  alleged  that  the  defendant  obtained  a  sovereign, 
with  intent  to  defraud  George  Palmer  of  '^the  same/' 
Now,  what  he  really  obtained  was,  not  a  pound,  but  five 
shillings,  and  it  is  manifest  he  never  could  have  intended 
to  defraud  George  Palmer  of  "the  same/'  which  was  a 
sovereign,  as  he  gave  fifteen  shillings  back,  so  that,  at  the 
very  worst,  he  never  could  defraud  George  Palmer  of  more 
than  five  shillings.  Secondly,  I  submit  that  the  second 
count  ought  to  have  charged,  that  the  defendant  had 
obtained  five  shillings  with  intent  to  defraud  George 
Palmer  of  the  same. 

CassswBLL,  J. — ^The  defendant  never  obtained  anything 
bat  a  sovereign,  and  if  the  indictment  had  stated  that 
the  defendant  obtained  five  pieces  of  the  current  silver 
coin  of  this  realm  called  shillings,  it  would  have  been 
wrong. 

Tyrwhitt. — ^I  submit,  thirdly,  that  this  is  not  an  obtain- 
ing by  false  pretences  within  the  statute.  The  money  was 
obtained  by  a  sale  of  what  the  defendant  called  stuff. 

N  n2 
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Ig42,        In  the  case  of  Bex  v.  Codrington  (a)^  it  was  held,  a  JUse 
^     V  -^      pretence  made  use  of  in  the  sale  of  some  landed  property 

Reoina  .  ,  .         I  1  1  ^i  l_ 

V.  was  not  within  the  statute ;  and  here,  the  money  was  ol>- 

Bloomfibld.  ^i^jjg^^  because  the  prosecutor  and  his  wife  thought  that 
the  child  would  be  cured  by  the  stuff  that  they  bought  of 
the  defendant. 

Carrington,  for  the  prosecution. — ^I  submit  that  the  fint 
objection  is  not  sustainable.  The  first,  third,  fourth,  and 
fifth  counts  state,  that  the  defendant  obtained  a  piece  of 
gold  coin,  called  a  sovereign,  with  intent  to  defraud  the 
prosecutor  of  'Hhe  same"  that  is,  the  piece  of  gold  ccin. 
Now,  as  I  submit,  he  did  not  the  less  intend  to  defiraod 
the  prosecutor  of  the  piece  of  gold  coin,  because  he  gives 
some  silver  in  exchange  for  it.  A  person  is  not  the  less 
guilty  of  stealing  a  given  article^  because,  when  he  takes 
it,  he  leaves  some  other  article  instead  of  it.  And  with 
respect  to  the  last  objection,  it  is  important  that  the  pn>- 
secutor  states  that  he  should  not  have  parted  with  his 
money  if  he  had  not  behoved  the  defendant  to  be  Mr. 
Hitchings  (i). 

Cresswell,  J. — The  only  part  of  the  pretence  that  is 
proved  is,  that  the  defendant  said  he  was  Mr.  Hitchings. 
I  am  of  opinion  that  the  case  must  go  to  the  jury. 

Tyrwhittj  addressed  the  jury  for  the  defendant. 

Cresswell,  J.  (in summing  up). — ^The  questions  for  yon 
to  consider  are  these — Did  the  defendant, falsely  represent 
that  he  was  Mr.  Hitchings,  and  did  he,  by  so  falsely  repre- 
senting, obtain  this  money  ?     If  you  are  satisfied  that  he 

(a)  1  C.  &  P.  661.  whole  of  the  pretence  chai^d  need 

{h)  In  the  case  of  Rex  v.  HUl,  not  be  proved ;  proof  of  part  of  il, 

R.  &  R.  C.  C.  190,  it   was  held  and  that  the  money  was  obtained 

that,  on  an  indictment  for  obtain-  on  that  part,  is  sufficient, 
ing  money  by  false  pretences,  the 
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did  80,  you  ought  to  find  him  guilty.    With  respect  to  the        1842.* 
intent  to  defraud,  I  do  not  think  that  it  can  be  taken  that      ^     *     ' 
the  defendant  intended  to  defraud  the  prosecutor  of  a  v. 

soYereign,  because  he  not  only  gave  silver  coin  to  the 
amount  of  fifteen  shillings  to  the  prosecutor,  but  it  was  all 
along  a  matter  of  bargain  and  arrangement  that  he  should 
do  so.  It  therefore  appears  to  me  that  the  allegation  on 
the  second  count,  that  the  defendant  obtained  a  sovereign, 
with  intent  to  defraud  the  prosecutor  of  five  shillings  par- 
cel of  the  value,  is  the  one  which  the  evidence  supports. 

Verdict — Guilty,  on  the  second  count.     Sen- 
tence—Six months'  imprisonment. 

Carrington,  for  the  prosecution. 

Tyrwhitt,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attoniie»—  W.  Ormond,  and .] 


Regina  r.  Maria  Russell. 

Arson. — The  prisoner  was  indicted  for  maliciously  set-  In  a  case  of 
ting  fire  to  the  house  of  Ann  Wright,  at  Old  Windsor.         pewcd  thata 
On  the  part  of  the  prosecution  Miss  Wright  was  called :  '^"^"/foSfire 
she  said — "  The  prisoner  was  in  my  service.     Very  early  <"»  ^^^  boarded 

floor  of  a  rooniy 

on  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  December  I  perceived  smoke  and  the  faggot 

and  got  up;  and  on  my  going  down  stairs  I  found  a  small  II,m°d,*uie"*^" 

fiiggot  lighted  and  burning  on  the  boarded  floor  of  the  ^oard^of  the 

kitchen,  about  four  feet  from  the  hearthstone.     I  took  up  "  worchcd 

the  burning  wood  and  put  it  into  the  grate.    A  part  of  the  burnt/'  and  no 

boards  of  the  kitchen  floor  was  scorched  black,  but  not  Ji^Vof  the 

burnt.     The  faggot  was  nearly  consumed,  but  no  part  of  ^°*>'  ^•^  con- 
sumed:— Heldf 

the  wood  of  the  floor  was  consumed.^'  that  this  was 

not  a  sufBcient 
burning  to  sup- 
port an  indictment  for  arson. 
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1842.  CresswelL;  J. — ^The  case  of  Regina  t.  Parker  (a)  is  the 

nearest  to  the  present^  but  I  think  it  is  distingaiahable. 


Reoina 

9. 

Russell. 


Carrington,  for  the  prisoner. — I  submit  that  the  wood  of 
the  floor  being  scorched  is  not  8u£Scient  to  constitute  this 
oficnce^  as  wood  may  be  scorched  without  ever  being  actu- 
ally on  fire. 

Cresswsll,  J. — I  have  conferred  with  my  brother  Pai- 
teson,  and  he  concurs  with  me  in  thinkings  that  as  the  wood 
of  the  floor  was  scorched^  but  no  part  of  it  consumed,  the 
present  indictment  cannot  be  supported.  We  think  thst 
it  is  not  essential  to  this  offence  that  the  wood  should  be 
in  a  blaze,  because  some  species  of  wood  will  bum  and  en- 
tirely consume  without  blazing  at  alL  The  prisoner  must 
be  acquitted. 

Verdict — ^Not  guilty. 

Seeker,  for  the  prosecution. 

Carrington,  for  the  prisoner. 

[Attornies — Seeker,  and  Slocombe^ 

{a)  9  C.  &  P.  45.  In  that  case  red  heat,  but  not  in  a  Uaze,"  tod 
the  wood  of  the  floor  was  "  charred  this  was  held  a  sufficient  buining 
in  a  trifling  way,  it  had  been  at  a      to  support  an  indictment  for  anon. 
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WORCESTER  ASSIZES. 
{Croum  Side.) 

BErOBE  MB.  JUSTICE  PATTE80N. 


B 


Regina  v.  Brookes  and  Three  Others.  March  sth. 

REAEINO  into  a  warehouse. — ^The  indictment  charged  An  indictment 


that  "  John  Brookes,  late  of  the  parish  of  St.  Peter  the  into  Tware- 
Great,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  labourer,  John  Attwood,  gteaifnlTgoods, 
late  of  the  same,  labourer,^'  [naming  all  the  prisoners],  "tatedthe 
^'  the  warehouse  of  Henry  Webb  and  another  there  situate,  been  commit- 
feloniously  did  break  and  enter,  and  100  knives  of  the  parish  of  Su 
TBlue  of  £10,  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  said  H.  W.  Pel*' the  Great, 

'  o  IQ  the  county 

and  another  in  the  same  warehouse,  then  there  being  found,  of  w."  it  ap. 
then  and  there  feloniously  did  steal,  take,  and  carry  away,''  only  part  of  the 

A  parish  of  St. 

®^*  Peter  the  Great 

It  appeared  in  evidence  that  the  parish  of  St.  Peter  the  ^■'^"  ***• 

'^^  *^  county  of  W. 

Great  is  partly  situate  in  the  county  of  Worcester^  and     Held,  th^t 
partly  situate  in  the  county  of  the  cUy  of  Worcester.  could  not  be 

supported  for 
the  breaking 

Whitmore.  for  the  prisoners. — ^I  submit  that  the  descrip-  *"*®  ^«  ^'r®' 

.....  .  house,  but  that 

tion  of  the  parish  in  this  indictment  is  insufficient,  and  it  was  sufficient 
that  the  locality  of  the  premises  being  material  to  this  and  that  tTbe' 
chaj^,  it  must  be  proved  as  laid.    According  to  the  alle-  f^^j^JJ '**i^* 
sation  contained  in  this  indictment,  the  whole  of  the  parish  s>>ouid  have 

•  ...  ,  charged  the 

of  St.  Peter  is  situate  in  the  county  of  Worcester;  but  ac-  oflbnce  to  have 

j...«  » •%  Ji^  xi-«  •  t_    •  been  committed 

cording  to  the  evidence  a  part  only  of  this  pansh  is  so  « in  that  part 
situate.    The  indictment  should  have  stated  in  the  usual  S^^p^t^erliiV' 
manner,  that  the  offence  was  committed  "  in  that  part  of  Great,  which 

_  .,*«^  ,.^.        .1.*  t^-nr         ^*^  within  the 

the  pansh  of  St.  Peter  which  is  within  the  county  of  Wor-  county  of  W." 
cester.'' 


Pattbson,  J.— I  am  of  opinion  that  that  is  so,  and  that 
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Reoina 

V. 

Brookes. 
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the  prisoners  must  be  acquitted  of  the  breaking  into  the 
warehouse^  but  they  may  be  convicted  of  the  larceny  (a). 

Verdict — Guilty  of  larceny. 
F.  V.  Lee,  for  the  prosecution. 

Whitmore,  for  the  prisoners. 

[Attornies — PuUeriy 'and  Cresstvell.] 


(a)  In  the  case  of  Rex  v.  Bullock, 
R.  &  M.  C.  C.  324,  n.,  and  Car. 
Supp.  282,  which  was  an  indict- 
ment for  breaking  into  a  house  and 
stealing  goods,  the  house  was  laid 
to  be  in  the  parish  of  "  Saint  Bo- 
tolph,  Aldgate,"  and  it  was  proved 
that  the  parish  was  "  Saint  Bo- 
tolph  without  Aldgate."  The  pri- 
soner was  convicted  of  the  larceny, 
and  the  twelve  judges  held  the 
conviction  right,  as  there  was  no 
proof  that  there  was  no  such  parish 
in  the  county  as  that  named. 

In  the  case  oiRex  v. Perkins,iC. 
&  P.  363,it  was  held  that  if  a  parish 
be  partly  situated  in  the  county  of 
W.,  and  partly  in  the  county  of  S., 
it  is  sufficient,  in  an  indictment  for 


larceny y  to  state  the  ofibnce  to  have 
been  committed  "  at  the  parish  of 
H,  in  the  county  of  W," 

In  the  case  of  Rex  v.  Woodward,. 
R.  &  M.  C.  C.  323,  the  prisoner 
was  indicted  for  setting  fire  to  a 
stack  of  beans  at  the  parish  of  Nor- 
manton-on-the-Wold,  in  the  coimty 
of  Nottingham.  There  is  no  such 
parish  as  that  stated,  it  being  a 
hamlet  maintaining  its  own  poor; 
and  the  Judges  held,  <*  that  ths 
offence  had  nothing  of  locality  in 
it,  and  that  there  being  uo  such 
place  in  the  county,  it  could  onl/ 
be  taken  advantage  of  by  plea  in 
abatement,  and  the  conviction  was 
affirmed." 


In  an  indict- 
ment for  bur- 
glary, it  is  suffi- 
cient to  allege, 
that  the  bur- 
glary was  com- 
mitted at  a 
place,  naming 
it,  e.  g.  **  at 
Norton-juxta- 
Kempsey,  in 
the  county 
aforesaid," 
without  stating 
the  place  to  be 
a  parish,  vill, 
chapelry,  or  the 
like. 


Reoina  v.  John  Brookes  and  Three  Others. 

Burglary.— The  indictment  charged,  that  "John' 
Brookes,  late  of  the  parish  of  Norton-juxta-Kempsey,  itf 
the  county  of  Worcester,  labourer,  John  Attwood,  late  of 
the  same,  labourer,  [describing  all  the  prisoners],  on  the 
4th  day  of  January,  1842,  in  the  night  of  the  same  day; 
with  force  and  arms,  "  at  Norton-juxta-Kempsey  aforesaid, 
in  the  county  aforesaid,  the  dwelling-house  of  Thomas 
Hooke,  there  situate,  feloniously  and  burglariously  dH 
break  and  enter,"  &c.,  (charging  a  burglary  in  the  usual 
form,  and  the  stealing  of  two  guns  and -other  articles).  ^ 
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W/ntmore,  for  the  prisoners. — I  submit  that  this  indict--^ 
ment^  as  to  the  burglary^  is  bad,  because  the  place  Norton-' 
juxta-Kempsey,  at  which  the  offence  is  alleged  to  have 
been  conmdtted,  is  not  described  by  some  word  importing* 
some  known  division  of  the  county,  such  as  parish,  yill, 
chapelry,  or  the  like. 


1842. 
^^ — . — ' 

Rbgina 

9. 

Brookes. 


Patteson,  J. — I  think  that  the  name  of  the  place, 
Norton-juxta-Kempsey,  is  sufficient  of  itself,  without: 
calling  it  either  a  parish  or  a  yill  or  any  thing  of  that 
kind. 

Verdict — Guilty  (a). 
F.  V.  Lee,  for  the  prosecution. 

fVhiimore,  for  the  prisoners. 

[Attornies — Rea,  and- CressweU*'] 


(a)  In  the  case  of  Rex  v.  Napper^ 
R.  &  M.  C.  C.  44,  which  was  an  in- 
dictment for  larceny  in  a  dwellings 
hotisey  the  indictment  charged  that 
the  prisoner,  on  &c.,  *'  at  Liverpool^ 
in  the  county  aforesaid,"  one  coat,  of 
the  value  of  40s,,  of  the  goods  and 
chattels  of  D.  J.,  ^'  in  the  dwelling^ 
house  of  IV.   T.y  then  and  there 


being,  then  and  there  did  feloni- 
ously steal,"  &c.  The  douht  was, 
whether  it  should  not  have  heen 
stated  ^*  in  the  dwelling-house  of 
W.T.  there  situate"  hut  the  Judges 
"  held  that  the  indictment  shewed 
sufficiently  that  the  house  was  situ- 
ate at  Liverpool,  and  that  the  con- 
viction therefore  was  proper." 


BegINA  v.  TlPPIN. 


March  7  th, 


RCENY. — The  prisoner  was  indicted  for  stealing  a  A  knife  was 

*-  °        stolen  from  the 


La 

knife  and  other  articles,  which  were  alleged  in  the  first  pocket  of  A.,  as 

count  of  the  indictment  to  be  the  property  of  Richard  ijy  in  a  road  at 

Samuel  Kington ;  in  the  second  count  they  were  alleged  ceiJ"of  W.***°' 

to  be  the  property  of  Henry  Lord  Bishop  of  Worcester;  The  last  place 

was  at  T.,  in 
the  diocese  of  G.,  but  A.'s  father  stated  that  he  believed  his  son  had  left  T.  to  come  to  live  with 
him,  but  did  not  know  whether  his  son  had  given  up  his  lodgings  at  T.  x—Heid,  that  this  was 
siifidvnt  proofto  support  a  count  for  larceny,  laying  the  property  on  the  Lord  Bishop  of  W. 
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and  in  the  third  to  be  the  property  of  Thomas  Kington^ 
the  father  of  Bichard  Samnel  Kington. 

It  appeared  that  Bichard  Samuel  Eongton  had  been  in 
the  employ  of  an  ironmonger  at  Tewkesbury,  which  is  in 
the  diocese  of  Gloucester,  and  that  on  the  evening  of  the 
18th  of  December  he  left  that  place  with  the  knife  in  his 
possession.  It  further  appeared,  that  on  the  morning  of 
the  19th  December  he  was  found  dead  on  the  turnpike- 
road  leading  from  Tewkesbury  to  Worcester,  at  that  part 
of  the  road  which  is  situate  in  the  parish  of  Seven  Stok^ 
which  is  in  the  diocese  of  Worcester.  It  appeared  that 
the  last  place  of  residence  of  Richard  Samuel  Elington  was 
at  Tewkesbury,  in  the  diocese  of  Gloucester ;  but.  it  was 
stated  by  the  father  of  the  deceased,  that  he  believed  that 
the  deceased  had  left  Tewkesbury  with  a  view  of  coming  to 
live  with  him,  and  he  did  not  know  of  his  own  knowledge 
whether  or  not  the  deceased  had  given  up  his  lodgings  at 
Tewkesbury. 

Patteson,  J.,  (in  summing  up),  desired  the  jury  to 
inform  him  (in  the  event  of  their  coming  to  the  condusion 
that  the  prisoner  was  guilty)  whether  they  found  that  the 
property  was  taken  from  the  deceased  Bichard  Samuel 
Kington  before  or  after  his  death. 

The  jury  found  the  prisoner  guilty,  and  thst 
the  property  was  taken  from  the  deceased 
after  his  death. 

Patteson,  J. — I  am  of  opinion  that  the  property  ii 
rightly  laid  in  the  Bishop  of  Worcester  (a). 


(a)  Lord  Chief  Baron  Comyns 
lays  down  (Com.  Dig.  tit.  Admin- 
istrator, (B.5)  )  that,  « if  an  intes- 
tate has  not  hona  notabilia,  admin- 
i^ration  shall  be  granted  by  the 
bishop  of  the  diocese  where  he 
dice ;"  and  in  the  case  of  HUlmrd 


V.  Cox,  1  Salk.  37,  it  was  laid  down 
by  the  Court  of  King's  Bendiythsi, 
**  if  a  man  have  two  hoosea  in  seve- 
ral dioceses,  and  lives  most  at  one^ 
but  sometimes  goes  to  the  other, 
and  being  there  for  a  day  or  two 
dies,  administratiott  of  hit  penonal 
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F.  V.  Lee  and  fV,  A,  HtU,  for  the  prosecution. 

[Attornics  for  the  Prosecution — Birdy  and  Holland. 


1842. 


eitate  shall  he  granted  hy  the 
Bishop  of  this  diocese,  for  he  was 
oommorant  there,  and  not  there  as 
a  traveller;"  and  it  appears  from 


another  report  of  this  case  in  1  Ld. 
Raym.  562,  that  this  judgment  was 
delivered  by  Lord  Holt, 


Regina  V.  Joseph  Handley.  Marchnh. 

XjARCENY. — ^The  prisoner  was  indicted  for  having  on  A  servant 

the  7th  of  February,  1842,  feloniously  stolen  thirty  bushels  uk"S'w«*^^^^ 

of  barley,  the  property  of  John  Devey,  his  master.  *«''• «»"?  ^ 

On  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  Mr.  John  Devey,  jun.,  ter's  horses,  is 

was  called ;  he  said,  ''  On  the  7th  of  February  last,  the  \tiiy[^fili\AB 

prisoner  was  in  the  employ  of  my  father  as  waggoner.    I  bcen^TO^l^nUy 

had  missed  considerable  quantities  of  barley.    I  searched  decided  by  a 

_,  /.1-I  1  large  minority 

the  tallet  of  the  stable,  and  there  found  under  some  clover  of  the  twelve 
seed  and  fodder  eight  bags  of  barley,  amounting  to  thirty  judge'at  the 
bushels.    Upon  my  taxing  the  prisoner  with  it,  he  said  *"•!  ^°"**  ""' 
that  he  had  taken  the  barley  for  the  purpose  of  giving  it  the  point. 
to  the  horses. 


Beadon,  for  the  prisoner. — ^I  submit,  that  there  is  no 
case  to  go  to  the  jury,  on  the  ground  that  the  prisoner  had 
no  intention  of  appropriating  any  part  of  this  barley  to  his 
own  use.  I  am  aware,  that,  in  the  case  of  Res  v.  Morfit  and 
others  (a),  it  was  laid  down  by  the  Judges  that  a  servant's 


(a)  R.  &  R.  C.  C.  307.  In  that 
case  the  prisoners  were  indicted  for 
stealing  heans,  the  property  of  their 
master,  and  tried  hefore  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Abbott,  It  was  found  hy  the 
jury  that  the  prisoners  took  the 
beans  intending  to  give  them  to 
their  master's  horses.    Mr.  Justice 


BayUy  had,  in  a  similar  case,  di- 
rected an  acquittal ;  but  Mr.  Justice 
Abbott  being  informed  that  the  late 
Mr.  Justice  Heath  had,  on  several 
occasions,  held  this  to  be  larceny, 
and  that  Lord  Chief  Baron  Afac" 
donald  had  told  the  grand  jury  at 
Maidstone  that  this  was  a  larceny^ 
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1842.*  improperly  taking  com  to  feed  the  horses  of  his  employer 
was  a  larceny^  but  it  may  be  a  question  whether  it  would 
be  advisable  in  all  cases  to  act  on  that  decision. 


Reoina 

V, 
HANDLmT. 


Fatteson^  J. — ^Even  so  far  as  regards  the  question,  whe- 
ther the  prisoner  meant  to  appropriate  the  barley  to  his 
own  use,  there  is  a  case  for  the  jury. 

Beadon  addressed  the  jury  on  behalf  of  the  prisoner, 
and  contended  that  the  prisoner  intended  to  give  the 
corn  to  his  employer's  horses  to  make  them  look  better. 

Patteson,  J.,  (in  summing  up). — ^The  case  referred  to 
by  the  learned  counsel  is  similar  in  all  its  bearings  to 
the  present ;  and  in  respect  of  it  a  considerable  majority 
of  the  Judges  decided,  that  a  servant  clandestinely  taking 
com  for  the  purpose  of  feeding  his  master's  horses  was 
guilty  of  a  larceny.  However,  as  there  should  be  a  wide 
difference  in  the  punishment,  I  wish  you  to  say  whether 
the  prisoner  took  the  corn  for  his  own  use  and  benefit,  or 
to  give  to  his  master's  horses. 

Verdict — Guilty;  the  foreman  of  the  jury- 
adding,  "We  think  that  he  took  the 
corn  with  intent  to  give  it  to  his  mas- 
tor's  horses." 

Patteson,  J. — I  will  confer  with  my  learned  brother  on 
this  case. 

WhUmore,  for  the  prosecution. 

Beadon,  for  the  prisoner. 

[Attomies — Bird  8f  Saunders^  and  Boycott] 


his  Lordship  reserved  the  case  for  eight  of  their  Lordships  held  that 

the  consideration  of  the  Judges,  thiswasfelony,  but  Barons  Graham 

and  the  point  having  been  con-  and  Wood^  and  Mr.  Justice  DoUom, 

sidered  by  eleven  of  the  Judges,  thought  this  not  a  felon j. 
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•*  Patteson,  J. — I  have  conferred  with  Mr.  Justice  Cress-        1342, 
well,  and  we  both  think  that  the  case  of  Rex  v.  Morfit  is      ^T"^— ^ 

.     ,  Rkgina 

too  recently  decided  by  a  large  majority  of  the  Judges  for  v. 

me  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  Judges  again  upon  the 
point. 

The  prisoner  was  sentenced  to  be  imprisoned  for  one 
month. 


Handley. 


STAFFORD  ASSIZES. 
{CivU  Side.) 

BEFORE  UR.  JUSTICE  PATTESON. 


E 


Doe  on  the  demise  of  St  an  way  v.  Rock. 

JECTM ENT  to  recover  a  piece  of  ground^  situate  at  The  proviso  u 
the  parish  of  Wednesbury.  trusts  conuUned 

After  the  jury  had  been  sworn,  and  after  Meteyard,  for  i"aJ*3*j4^^*** 
the  plaintiflF,  had  opened  the  pleadings^  it  was  discovered  wm.  4,  c.  27, 

,  ...  applies  only  to 

by  Patteson,  J.,  that  in  the  Nisi  Frius  record  the  name  of  cases  of  deciar- 
the  real  defendant  had  not  been  substituted  for  that  of  trusts  an?not 
Richard  Roe.  ^  the  case  of  a 

person  holding 
under  an  agreement  to  purchase. 

If  a  person  who  has  agreed  to  purchase  real  property  be  let  into  possession,  he  is  a  tenant 
at  will,  and  such  tenancy  at  will  is  determined  by  his  death ;  and  if  after  his  death  his  widow, 
who  is  also  devisee  of  his  real  estate,  continue  in  possession,  this  is  not  a  continuance  of  hit 
tenancy  at  will,  so  as  to  prevent  the  operation  of  that  statute,  and  therefore  in  such  a  case, 
where  the  person  thus  let  into  possession  died  more  than  twenty  years  before  ejectment  brought 
by  the  representatives  of  the  intended  vendor,  it  was  held  that  it  was  too  late,  unless  a  new  tenancy 
could  be  shewn  in  the  widow,  the  first  year  of  whose  tenancy  was  within  twenty  years  before 
the  ejectment ;  and  if  such  new  tenancy  were  shewn,  no  demand  of  possession  would  be  neces- 
sary, as  such  new  tenancy  would  be  determined  by  the  death  of  the  widow,  which  occurred 
liefore  the  ejectment. 

Where,  after  the  jury  are  sworn  in  an  ejectment  case,  it  is  discovered  that  in  the  Nisi  Prius  re- 
cord, the  name  of  the  real  defendant  has  not  been  substituted  for  that  of  Richard  Hoe,  but  the 
consent  rule  and  jury  process  are  right,  the  record  ought  in  strictness  to  be  withdrawn  and 
amended  on  summons,  and  then  re-entered ;  but  by  consent  the  Judge  will  allow  the  amendment 
without  withdrawing  the  record. 
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1842.  ^  ^^^  consent  rule  and  jury  process  the  name  of  the 

real  defendant  was  correctly  inserted. 

Taffourd,  Serjt.^  for  the  plaintiff^  asked  to  have  the  mis- 
take rectified  by  an  amendment. 

Patteson^  J. — ^As  the  real  defendant  is  not  before  this 
Court,  the  record  ought  in  strictness  to  be  withdrawn,  and 
a  summons  taken  out  for  the  parties  to  appear  before  me, 
in  order  that  the  declaration  should  be  amended  by  insert- 
ing the  name  of  the  real  defendant,  and  the  cause  re-en- 
tered j  but  to  save  time  I  will  allow  the  amendment  to  be 
made  in  Court,  if  the  other  side  will  consent. 

Ludlow,  Serjt.,  for  the  defendant,  consented* 

The  amendment  was  made,  and  the  jury  re-sworn. 

It  was  opened  by  Taffaurd,  Serjt.,  for  the  plaintiff,  that 
the  ground  in  question  had  belonged  to  Sir  Joseph  Scott 
and  Mr.  Foley,  who  were  lords  of  the  manor  of  Wednes- 
bury,  and  under  whom  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  claimed 
as  a  vendee;  and  that  they  having  agreed,  in  the  year 
1816,  to  sell  the  property  to  a  person  named  Richard 
Woolrich,  an  agreement  had  been  entered  into  between 
Woolrich  and  Thomas  Butler  for  the  sale  of  it  to  the  lat- 
ter; but  that  purchase  never  having  been  completed, 
Butler  gave  up  the  possession  to  Woolrich,  who  died 
in  the  year  1822,  when  his  widow  came  into  posses- 
sion, and  she  died  in  the  year  1837.  The  present  eject- 
ment was  brought  on  the  8th  of  January,  1842;  and  he 
submitted  that  it  was  not  too  late,  as  this  case  came 
within  the  proviso  as  to  cestui  que  trusts  contained  in 
the  seventh  section  of  the  stat.  3  &  4  Will.  4,  c.  27  (a). 

(a)  By  the  stat.  3  &  4  Will.  4,  session  or  in  receipt  of  the  profits 
c.  27,  8.  7,  it  is  enacted,  **  that  of  any  land,  or  in  receipt  of  any 
when  any  person  shall  be  in  pos-      rent,  as  tenant  at  will,  the  right  of 
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He  also  dted  Sir  Edward  Sugden's  Vendors  and  Pur- 
chasers (&). 

It  appeared  that  about  forty  years  ago  the  ground  in 
question  (upon  which  a  house  then  stood)  was  held  of  the 
lords  of  the  manor.  Sir  J.  Scott  and  Mr.  Foley ;  and  that 
about  the  year  1816,  Bichard  Woolrich  was  in  possession 
of  it;  and  that  on  the  1st  of  January,  1817,  Woolrich  en- 
tered into  the  following  agreement  with  Thomas  Butler : — 

^  An  agreement  made  the  1st  day  of  January,  1817, 
between  Bichard  Woolrich,  of  Wednesbury,  in  the 
County  of  Stafford,  Farmer,  of  the  one  part,  and 
Thomas  Butler,  of  Darlaston,  in  the  same  County, 
Farmer,  of  the  other  part. 
^  Whereas  the  said  Bichard  Woolrich  having  agreed  to 
purchase  a  small  plot  or  parcel  of  land  in  Wednesbury 
aforesaid,  and  has  erected  shambles  thereon,  from  Sir  S. 
Scott,  Bart.,  and  Edward  Thomas  Foley,  Esq.,  for  the  sum 
of  jBSO :  And  whereas  the  said  Bichard  Woolrich  having 
got  no  conveyance  or  title  to  the  said  land,  and  being  un- 
able to  pay  the  money  or  complete  the  said  purchase,  has 
agreed  to  sell  and  dispose  of  such  agreement,  and  the  pre- 
mises aforesaid,  to  the  said  Thomas  Butler,  for  the  price  or 
sum  of  jElOO:  therefore  the  said  Bichard  Woolrich  doth 
hereby  agree  to  sell  and  transfer  the  said  agreement  of 
purchase,  and  the  said  shambles  or  buildings  thereon,  to 
the  said  Thomas  Butler,  his  heirs  and  assigns ;  and  the 
said  Bichard  Woolrich  doth  hereby  acknowledge  to  have 
had  and  received  the  said  sum  of  £100  of  and  from  the 
Thomas  Butler  for  the  said  purchase ;  and  that  he  the 


tenancy,  at  which  time  such  te- 
nancy shall  he  deemed  to  have  de- 
termined :  provided  always,  that 
no  mortgagor  or  cestui  que  trust 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  tenant  at 
will,  within  the  meaning  of  this 
clause,  to  his  mortgagee  or  trus- 
tee." 

(6)  Chap.  XI.,  sect.  V.,  div.  IV. 


1842. 


the  person  entitled  subject  thereto, 
or  of  the  person  through  whom  he 
claims,  to  make  an  entry  or  dis- 
tress or  bring  an  action  to  recover 
Mch  land  or  rent  shall  be  deemed 
to  have  first  accrued  either  at  the 
determination  of  such  tenancy,  or' 
at  the  expiration  of  one  year  next 
after  the  commencement  of  such 
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1842.  ^^^  Richard  Woolrich  shall  and  will  make  or  joiii  in'^a 
conveyance^  at  the  expense  of  the  said  Thomas  Biitler> 
accordingly.  As  witness  the  hands  of  the  parties^  the  day 
and  year  aforesaid. 

"  Richard  Woolrich. 
•'  Witness,  "  Thomas  x  Butleii^ 

"  R.  Jesson.  his  mark.^' 

It  further  appeared,  that  Butler  gave  up  possession  to 
Woolrich,  who  was  buried  on  the  8th.  of  January,  1822, 
(the  present  ejectment  being  brought  on  the  8th  of  January, 
1842,  and  more  than  twenty  years  after  the  death  of  Wool- 
rich).  It  was  proved  that  Mrs.  Woolrich  (who  was  the 
devisee  of  her  husband's  real  estate)  died  in  the  year  1837; 
but  the  only  evidence  to  shew  that  Mrs.  Woolrich  ever  was 
the  tenant  of  the  lords  of  the  manor,  was  that  of  a  person 
named  Growcock,  who  said,  "  I  knew  Mr.  Weddejl,  the 
agent  of  Scott  and  Foley ;  I  went  to  ask  Mrs.  Woolrich 
for  rent  of  the  land  the  shambles  were  on :  she  said  that 
she  or  one  of  the  family  would  be  over  in  half  an  hour,  at 
the  rent*house  (the  Talbot) :  it  was  close  at  hand.    I  went 

• 

back  to  Mr.  Weddell,  and  told  him  that  she  would  come 
in  half  an  hour,  or  one  of  the  family." 

Ludlow,  Serjt.,  for  the  defendant. — I  submit  that  this 
ejectment  cannot  be  maintained.  There  is  no  evidence  of 
any  rent  paid  within  twenty  years ;  and  if  Woolrich  was 
a  tenant  at  will,  there  should  have  been  a  demand  of  pos- 
session. It  is  quite  clear  that  the  proviso  in  the  seventh 
section  of  the  stat.  3  &  4  Will.  4,  c.  27,  applies  to  cases 
of  trusts  of  quite  a  different  kind. 

Patteson,  J. — ^I  have  conferred  with  my  brother  CresS" 
well,  and  he  agrees  with  me  in  thinking  that  the  proviso 
contained  in  the  seventh  section  of  the  stat.  3  &  4  Will.  4, 
c.  27,  does  not  apply  to  this  case.  A  person  let  in  under 
a  purchase  is  a  tenant  at  will ;  and  this  proviso  applies  only 
to  declared  and  express  trusts,  and  not  to  trusts  in  equity 


In  the  ensuing  term,  Talfourd,  Seijt.,  applied  to  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  a  new  trial,  but  the  Court  re- 
fused a  rule. 
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of  this  kind.  That  reduces  it  to  the  question,  whether  ig42. 
the  widow  of  Bichard  Woolrich  became  tenant  at  will 
under  a  new  taking;  because,  if  the  only  tenancy  at  will 
was  the  husband's,  that  was  determined  more  than  twenty 
years  ago,  as  it  is  quite  clear  that  that  tenancy  at  will  was 
determined  by  the  death  of  the  husband.  The  only  ques- 
tion is,  whether  there  was  a  new  tenancy ;  for  if  there  was, 
the  present  ejectment  is  brought  within  twenty  years  after 
the  first  year  of  that  tenancy.  With  regard  to  a  demand 
of  possession,  none  was  necessary,  because  we  have  it  that 
the  new  tenancy,  if  such  ever  existed,  was  determined  by 
the  death  of  the  widow,  which  occurred  before  the  8th  of 
January,  1842.  The  jury  will  have  to  say  whether  there 
was  a  new  tenancy  at  will  by  the  widow  after  the  death  of 
the  husband;  and  of  that  the  evidence  is  very  slight.  No 
rent  ever  paid — no  act  by  which  she  acknowledges  herself 
to  be  tenant.  Nevertheless,  as  there  is  some  evidence,  I 
must  leave  it  to  the  jury. 

Verdict  for  the  defendant. 

Talfovard,  Serjt.,  R.  V.  Richards,  and  Meteyard,  for  the 
plaintiff. 

Ludlow,  Seijt.,  and  John  Gray,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attomies — Bamett,  and  HoUandJ] 
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Pjbbby  and  Others  v.  Smith. 

In  a  declaration  AsSUMPSIT.— The  first  count  of  the  declaration  stated, 

n'ot  completing  that,  by  an  agreement  in  writing,  reciting  that  the  defend- 

co'*" hoid"i°^  ant  had  purchased  certain  copyhold  lands  at  public  auction 

was  alleged,  Qf  the  plaintiffs,  at  the  sum  of  £300,  the  plaintiffs,  in 

that  on  the  27th  ^,  i/.<i-- 

of  June  the  consideration  of  £30,  paid  to  them  at  or  before  the  signing 

ready*and  wiu!  of  the  agreement,  and  also  in  consideration  of  £270  to  be 

'offiw  oHhe  P*^*  *^  *®  plaintiffs  on  the  27th  of  June  then  next,  did 

•teward  of  the  agree  that  they  the  plaintiffs  would  make  a  good  title,  and 

N.,  to  receive  deliver  an  abstract  on  the  1st  of  April  then  next;  "  and 

Ihe ^M^lr!  on  payment  of  the  remainder  of  the  said  sum  of  £800 on 

chase-money,  the  Said  27th  day  of  June,  at  the  office  of  the  steward  of 

and  then  and  ^  *' 

there  to  sur-       the  Said  mauor  of  Newcastle-under-Lyme,   should  and 

render."     This  1 1        •^i      n  .  •  j  ... 

was  denied  by  would.  With  all  ucccssary  parties,  surrender  or  join  m  sur- 
HeFd^thaxthh  rendering  the  said  lands"  to  the  defendant :  that  the  de- 
aiiegation  was     fendaut  agreed  to  pay  the  remainder  of  the  said  £300  to 

proved  by  o  m,    ^ 

showing  that  the  plaintiffs  on  the  said  27th  day  of  June  on  having  such 

were  ready  and  surrender  made  (at  which  time  the  defendant  was  to  enter 

wiUing  to  have  jj^to  posscssion),  and  also  to  be  at  the  expense  of  preparing 

steward's  office  such  Surrender :  and  that  it  was  further  agreed,  that  in 

surrender^  but  casc  Completion  of  the  purchase  should  be  delayed  on  the 

b"c."«^  onThe  part  Of  the  defendant  beyond  the  time  appointed  for  that 

25th  the  de-  purpose,  that  the  defendant  should  pay  interest  from  the 

fendant  told  the   ^     i-       9  r  j 

solicitor,  who      27th  of  Juuc.     This  couut  Contained  an  allegation  of  mu- 

was  concerned      m      i  *  j  i  m^     i*       ^t*  i. 

for  all  parties,  tual  promises,  and  a  general  averment  of  performance  by 
that  he  was  not   the  plaintiffs  of  all  that  was  to  be  by  them  performed :  and 

ready  to  com-  *  y  r  f 

piete  the  pur-     also  avenuents,  that  on  the  1st  of  April  the  plaintiffs  made 

chase  on  the 
27th. 

If  a  plaintiff  in  his  declaration  aver  the  performance  of  a  condition  precedent,  and  the  defend- 
ant deny  this  by  his  plea,  and  the  plaintiff  were  to  reply  matter  of  excuse  for  not  performing 
the  condition,  this  would  be  a  departure. 

A  purchaser  had  agreed  to  complete  a  purchase  on  the  27th  of  June.  The  solicitor,  who  was 
concerned  for  all  parties,  called  on  him  on  the  25th  of  June,  and  asked  him  if  be  would  be 
ready  to  complete  on  the  27th : — Held,  that  what  the  purchaser  said  in  answer,  was  not  a  pri- 
vileged communication. 

A  purchaser  agreed,  that  if  the  completion  of  the  purchase  '*  should  be  delayed  on  his  part " 

beyond  the  27th  of  June,  he  would  pay  interest.    The  vendor  and  his  trustee  were  willing  to 

^•^vite      jB|niplete  on  that  day,  but  the  purchaser  was  not  prepared  ;  but  on  the  2Sth  of  November,  when 

nfe  purchaser  was  ready,  the  vendor's  trustee  would  not  join : — Held,  that  the  purchater 

liable  to  interest  only  from  the  27th  of  June  to  the  28th  of  November. 
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out  a  good  title^  and  delivered  an  abstract;  and  that  on  1942. 
the  27th  of  June  the  plaintiffs  ''  were  ready  and  willing,  at 
the  office  of  the  steward  of  the  said  manor  of  NewcasUe- 
vnder-Ljme,  to  receive  the  residue  of  the  said  purchase- 
moDsy,  and  then  and  there,  with  all  necessary  parties^  to 
■orrender  and  cause  to  be  surrendered  the  said  lands/' 
ke.,  to  the  defendant ;  and  that  the.  defendant  entered  into 
poaaession  on  the  27th  of  June.  Breach,  that  the  defend- 
ant did  not;  on  or  before  the  27th  of  June,  prepare  a  sur- 
raider,  nor  did  he  then  pay  the  remainder  of  the  purchase* 
money ;  and  that,  although  the  completion  of  the  purchase 
had  been  delayed  by  the  defendant,  he  had  not  paid  any 
interest.  Second  count,  upon  an  account  stated.  Fleas — 
first,  non  assumpsit.  Second,  that  the  plaintiffs,  on  the 
said  27th  day  of  June,  were  not  ready  and  willing  to  sur- 
render, or  cause  to  be  surrendered,  the  said  lands,  &a,  in 
manner  and  form  as  in  the  declaration  is  alleged. 

The  agreement  was  put  in.  It  was  to  the  effect  stated 
in  the  declaration. 

On  the  part  of  the  plaintiffs,  Mr.  Stevenson,  the  attor- 
ney for  the  plaintiffs,  was  called  :-^He  stated  that  he  was 
employed  by  the  defendant  to  draw  the  surrender,  and 
had  also  acted  for  the  plaintiffs  respecting  the  sale ;  and 
that  the  defendant  did  not  pay  the  plaintiffs  £270  on  the 
S7th  of  June.  In  his  cross-examination  he  stated,  that 
the  plaintiffs  were  not  at  the  steward's  office  on  that  day; 
but  on  his  re-examination  he  said,  that  on  the  25th  of  June 
he  had  called  on  the  defendant  to  ascertain  if  he  would  be 
ready  to  complete  the  purchase  on  the  27th. 

W.  J.  Alexander,  for  the  defendant. — ^As  Mr.  Stevenson 
has  stated  that  he  was  at  that  time  employed  by  the  de- 
fendant to  prepare  the  surrender,  I  apprehend  that  he 
oog^t  not  to  state  what  he  was  told  by  the  defendant,  who 
client,  as  it  was  a  privileged  communication. 


Pattsson,  J. — I  think  that  the  evidence  is  receivable. 

o  o  2 
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1842.  ^^-  Stevenson  stated^  that^  on  the  25th  of  June,  the 

defendant  told  him  that  he  should  not  be  ready  by  the 
27th  of  June^  and  wished  the  matter  to  be  postponed  tQl 
the  following  court-day ;  and  that  in  consequence  of  this 
he  (Mr.  S.)  did  not  prepare  the  surrender,  which,  but  for 
this,  he  should  have  prepared,  and  the  plaintiffs  would 
have  surrendered  the  property.  It  further  appeared,  that 
after  some  more  delays,  the  parties  met  at  the  steward's 
office  on  the  28th  of  November,  when  one  of  the  trustees 
refused  to  join  in  the  surrender,  although  he  had  been 
ready  to  do  so  on  the  27th  of  June. 

W.  J.  Alexander. — I  submit  that  the  second  issue  is  not 
proved.  To  prove  that  issue  on  the  part  of  the  plaintifi, 
it  should  have  been  shewn  that  the  plaintiffs  were  at  the 
steward's  office  on  the  27th  of  June;  and  if  they  meant  to 
have  relied  on  any  excuse,  they  should  have  stated  it  in  their 
declaration,  or  have  replied  it. 

Patteson,  J. — ^It  could  not  have  been  replied,  as  fhst 
would  have  been  a  departure. 

Greaves  and  Whitmoref  for  the  plaintiffs. — ^The  defend- , 
ant  was  bound  by  his  agreement  to  be  at  the  steward's 
office  to  pay  the  £270;  and  if  he  did  not  go  there,  the 
plaintiffs  were  not  bound  to  go  there  to  surrender.  But 
even  assuming  that  the  plaintiffs  were  bound  to  be  ther^ 
it  is  not  competent  for  the  defendant  to  say  that  they  were 
not  there.  When  a  person  has  agreed  to  do  an  act,  and 
he  is  prevented  by  the  other  party  from  doing  the  act,  it 
is  just  the  same  as  if  he  had  done  it,  and  it  is  not  open  to 
the  other  party  to  say,  that  the  act  which  he  has  prevented 
has  not  been  performed.  It  is  laid  down  in  Mr.  Chitty's 
work  on  contracts  (a),  that  a  readiness  and  offer  to  fulfil  a 
condition  precedent  by  a  plaintiff,  and  the  discharge  or 

(a)  Page  738. 
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hindrance  of  its  performance  by  the  defendant^  are  in  law         1342. 

equivalent  to  the  completion  of  the  condition  precedent. 

Suppose  the  plaintiffs  had  been  actually  going  to  the  office 

of  the  steward;  and  had  been  met  by  the  defendant,  who 

had  told  them  they  need  not  go,  as  he  was  not  prepared 

to  pay  the  money,  it  is  clear  that  that  would  be  equivalent 

to  being  at  the  steward's  office  ready  to  surrender;  and 

that  state  of  things  is  not  distinguishable  from  the  present, 

as  here  the  defendant  prevented  the  plaintiffs  from  going 

to  the  steward's  office,  by  not  preparing  the  surrender. 

fV.  J.  Alexander. — The  plaintiffs,  in  their  declaration, 
ought  to  have  stated  the  excuse  instead  of  stating  the  per- 
fimnance  of  the  condition. 

Patteson,  J. — I  think  the  issue  is  not  on  the  fact  of  the 
plaintiffs  being  at  the  steward's  office,  but  on  the  readiness 
of  the  plaintiffs  to  surrender.  The  witness  has  proved 
that,  although  the  plaintiffs  were  not  at  the  steward's  office 
ready  to  surrender,  that  was  because  the  defendant  was 
not  ready  to  pay  the  money.  I  interpret  the  issue  not  to 
be,  that  the  plaintiffs  were  at  the  steward's  office,  but  that 
they  were  ready  to  go  there.  I  think  also  that  the  verdict 
ought  to  be  for  the  plaintiff  for  £270,  the  remainder  of 
the  purchase-money  and  interest,  from  the  27th  of  June 
to  the  28th  of  November;  but  as  there  was  on  that  day  a 
lefhsal  to  surrender,  the  defendant  is  not  liable  to  pay  in- 
terest after  that  period. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff  for  £270,  and  interest 
from  the  27th  of  June  to  the  28th  of 
November. 

Greaves  and  Whitmore,  for  the  plaintiffs. 
W,  J.  Alexander^  for  the  defendant. 

[Attornies — R»  Stevetu(my  jun.,  and  Taylor,^ 
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In  the  ensuing  term,  W.  J.  Alexander  applied  to  tha 
Court  of  Exchequer  for  a  new  trial,  on  the  ground  that 
what  the  defendant  said  to  Mr.  Stevenson  on  the  25th  of 
June  was  a  privileged  communication ;  but  the  Court  ra- 
fused  a  rule,  and  Baron  Parke  said — "  K  the  party  employs 
an  attorney  who  is  also  employed  on  the  other  side,  ths 
privilege  is  confined  to  such  communications  as  are  clearly 
made  to  him  in  the  character  of  his  own  attorney*  It  is 
plain  this  was  not  but  in  his  adverse  character  of  attomqr 
for  the  vendors/'  And  Baron  Alderson  said — ^^  It  is  dear 
that  the  communication  made  to  this  witness  was  made  to 
him  in  his  character  of  attorney  for  the  vendors,  on  whose 
part  he  was  applying  for  payment.  If  Mr.  Alexamder^i 
argument  were  right,  the  e£Fect  would  be,  that  wherever 
an  attorney  is  employed  by  both  parties,  no  communica- 
tions made  by  him  could  be  admitted  in  evidence,  because 
they  must  all  be  made  through  the  common  attorney  (£)• 


(6)  In  the  case  of  GiUard  v. 
Batesy  9  Law  J.  New  Ser.  Exch. 
171,  which  was  an  action  for  work 
and  labour,  in  suing  out  an  execu- 
tion against  a  person  named  Clarke, 
the  defence  was,  that  the  plaintiff, 
who  was  an  attorney,  had  been  em- 
ployed by  a  person  named  Bendle, 
and  not  by  the  defendant,  and  it 
was  held  that  the  plaintiff's  agent, 
who  was  an  attorney,  might  be 
asked  whether  the  plaintiff  on  in- 
troducing Bendle  to  him,  had  not 
stated  that  he  (the  plaintiff)  had 


been  employed  by  Bendle  to 
out  execution  against  Qaike,  and 
that  this  was  not  a  privileged 
munication ;  and  in  giving  j 
ment  the  Court  said,  "  The  privi^ 
lege  does  not  attach  to  every  thing 
that  a  client  saya  to  his  attoncy; 
the  test  is,  whether  the  eommnBi- 
cation  is  necessary  for  the  purpose 
of  canying  on  the  action.  If  it  if 
necessary,  it  becomes  privfl^ed.* 
See  the  case  of  Regimm  v.  Jptrf^ 
8  C.  &  P.  596. 
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1842. 

Beoina  t;.  BowuR. 

Indictment,  on  the  58th  section  of  the  Eeform  Act,  if  a.,  who  is 
2  &  a  Will.  4,  c  45,  for  giving  a  false  answer  at  the  time  eS'forl"" 
of  voting  for  members  of  Parliament  for  the  borongh  of  ^of«>»gh  ^  a 

gg     ,  ^10  house- 

Stoke-npon-Trent,  at  the  general  election  in  the  year  holder,  gives  up 

-m  A^i  the  house  in  re- 

*  ^^*'  •  spect  of  which 

The  indictment,  which  consisted  only  of  one  connt,  was  i»e  " jregistered, 

'  J  '  and  takes  ano- 

in  the  following  form  : —  ther  of  superior 

-_,,      •  «  1        1  <•  .  ^       value  within 

••  1  he  jurors,  &c.,  present,  that  heretofore,  to  wit,  on  the  the  same  bo- 
80th  day  of  June,  1841,  at  a  certain  election  for  a  mem-  ^gStatb"  and 
ber  to  serve  in  the  Commons'  House  of  Parliament  of  and  ^,^^^^1  ^^«  ^^^^' 

tion,  he  loses 

tor  the  United  Kingdom  of  Ghreat  Britain  and  Ireland  for  bis  vote,  and  if 
the  borough  of  Stoke-upon-Trent,  in  the  county  of  Staf-  the  time  of  the 
fiird,  to  wit,  at  the  said  borough  of  S.,  in  the  same  county,  J^^'^^*  ^"h"^ 
Joseph  Bowler,  late  of  &c.,  then  and  there  appeared  as  a  ^^en  posses- 

^  .  .  .  »>on  of  the 

voter  at  the  time  of  polling  at  the  said  election,  and  then  house  that  A. 
and  there  tendered  his  vote  as  such  voter,  and  that  John  paying  Vent  for 
Ford  Hyatt,  gentleman,  then  and  there  duly  appointed  jj  feJi,*/*j^cie8*of 
deputy  returning  o£9cer  by  and  for  John  Gary,  Esq.,  which  A.'s  furniture 
«r?C.,  E«,.,  waa  the/and  there  the  reding  officer  ^^^^^ 
at  the  said  election  for  the  said  borough,  the  said  J.  F.  H.  ^f  the*wokeys 
duly  appointed  deputy  as  aforesaid,  did  then  and  there,  at  **^*V.!r*^*  ™*^* 

^  ^'^  f      "^  \        no  difference. 

the  time  of  the  said  J.  B.  so  tendering  his  vote  as  aforesaid,  Sembie,  that 
the  said  J.  F*  H.,  so  appointed  deputy  for  such  returning  ^Qent  against  a 
ofBoer  as  aforesaid,  having  competent  power  and  authority  ^°j!Y  ^^^  ^*^*"* 

'  o  r  r  ^    A  false  answer 

80  to  do,  put  to  the  said  J.  B.,  he  the  said  J.  F.  H.  as  such  de-  at  the  poll, 

.  1  1     •         1  •      -«    which  states, 

puty  returning  officer  as  aforesaid,  being  thereunto  required  that  at  a  cer- 
on  behalf  of  William  Taylor  Copeland,  Esq.,  and  Francis  l*);;e'J,b«''of  ^""^ 
Dudley  Ryder,  Esq.,  who  were  then  and  there  candidates  at  ParHament  for 

'f      J        '        ^'  the  borough  of 

the  said  election,  the  following  question,  that  is  to  say.  Have  s.,  the  defend- 
yon  the  same  qualification  for  which  your  name  was  ori-  a  voter  and 
ginally  inserted  in  the  register  of  voters  now  in  force  for  to'te  as^  su^ch 

and  that  he 
gave  a  false  answer,  that  he  had  the  same  qualification  for  which  he  was  put  on  the  register, 
whereas  in  truth  he  had  not,  is  bad,  because  it  states  all  the  matters  by  way  of  recital,  and  be- 
eanie  it  neither  states  the  writ  nor  the  precept  for  holding  the  election,  nor  that  the  defend- 
mnt'a  name  was  ever  on  the  register. 
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1842.  *^®  borougli  of  Stoke-upon-Trent,  namely^  a  honae  in 
Glebe-street/'  meaning  a  house  in  Glebe-street  in  the 
said  borough ;  to  which  question  the  said  J.  B.  then  and 
there  unlawfully  and  wilfully  did  fabely  answer  "Yes," 
whereas  in  truth  and  in  fBict  the  said  J.  B.  had  not  then 
and  there  the  same  qualification  for  which  his  name  was 
origiually  inserted  in  the  register  of  voters  then  in  force 
for  the  said  borough,  to  wit,  a  house  in  Glebe-street ;  but 
on  the  contrary  thereof,  the  said  J.  B.  had  at  the  time  of 
the  said  election  and  long  before  giyen  up,  quitted,  and 
relinquished  possession  of  the  said  house  so  situated  in 
Glebe-street  as  aforesaid,  in  the  borough  aforesaid,  which 
theretofore  qualified  him  to  be  put  on  the  register  of  voters, 
and  for  which  his  name  was  theretofore  originally  inserted 
in  the  register  of  voters  then,  to  wit,  at  the  time  of  the  said 
election  in  force  for  the  said  borough  of  Stoke-upon-Trent, 
and  ceased  and  discontinued  to  occupy  the  same  and  eveiy 
or  any  part  thereof,  against  the  form  of  the  statute  in  such 
case  made  and  provided,  and  against  the  peace,  &c.  (a). 

Talfourd,  Serjt.,  for  the  defendant. — Before  the  case  is 
gone  into  upon  the  facts,  I  would  submit  that  this  indict- 
ment is  bad,  because  it  states  all  the  matters  contained  in 
it  by  way  of  recital  and  not  as  express  allegations.  It 
states,  that  at  a  certain  election  for  a  member  of  Parlia- 
ment for  Stoke-upon-Trent,  the  defendant  appeared  as  a 
voter  and  tendered  his  vote  as  such,  and  that  he  gave  an 
answer  that  he  had  the  same  qualification  for  which  he 
was  put  on  the  register,  namely,  a  house  in  Glebe-street. 
There  is  no  statement  of  any  writ  or  precept  for  holding 
the  election,  and  for  aught  that  appears,  it  might  have 
been  a  mock  election,  like  that  represented  in  Mr.  Hay- 
don's  celebrated  picture,  or  an  election  held  without  lawful 
authority  like  that  at  which  some  years  ago  Sir  Charles 
Wolseley  and  Mr.  Edmonds  were  elected  representatives 

(a)  This  indictment  had  been  removed  by  certiorarii  and  was  tried  at 
Nisi  Prius. 
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for  Birmingliam^  and  for  wliich  Mr.  Edmonds  and  others         |g^2. 
were  afterwards   imprisoned  (i).      Neither  is  it    stated 
aflSrmatiYely  that  the  defendant  ever  was  on  the  register 
£nr  a  honse  in  Glebe-street. 

Godson,  for  the  prosecution. — ^The  indictment  is  in  the 
same  form  as  that  in  the  case  of  Regina  v.  Dodsworth  {c)j 
in  which  Sir  ff.  Follett  was  the  leading  counsel  for  the 
defendant^  and  there  no  such  objection  was  taken. 

Patteson,  J. — ^That  case  went  off  upon  other  points.  I 
think^  Mr.  Godson,  that,  subject  to  any  observations  you 
may  make,  the  objections  to  this  indictment  are  formidable, 
but  I  shall  let  them  remain  for  the  decision  of  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench  (d). 

On  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  examined  copies  of  the 
writ  and  the  precept  for  holding  the  election  were  put  in, 
and  also  the  list  of  voters  signed  by  the  revising  barristers, 
and  also  the  fair  copy  of  it  made  by  the  returning  officer, 
which  by  sect.  54  of  the  Reform  Act,  2  &  3  Will.  4,  c.  25, 
is  declared  to  be  the  register. 

It  was  also  proved,  that  the  election  took  place  on  the 
80th  of  June,  1841,  that  Alderman  Copeland,  Mr.  Bicardo, 
and  Mr.  Byder  were  the  candidates. 

It  was  proved  by  Mr.  Hyatt  that  he  was  one  of  the 
deputy  returning  officers  at  this  election,  and  that  Mr. 
Stevenson,  on  the  behalf  of  Alderman  Copeland  and  Mr. 
Byder,  desired  him  to  put  the  third  question  to  the  de- 
fendant, which  he  did  in  the  following  form — "  Have  you 
the  same  qualification  for  which  your  name  was  originally 
inserted  in  the  register  of  voters  now  in  force  for  the  bo- 
rough of  Stoke-upon-Trent,  namely,  a  house  in  Glebe- 
street  V  and  that  the  defendant  then  answered  "  Yes,'*  or 
"  I  have,''  and  then  voted  a  plumper  for  Mr.  Bicardo.  It 
was  proved,  that  in  the  morning  of  the  election  the  de- 

(5)  T.  T.  1821.  (J)  See  the  case  of  Regina  v. 

^  \e)  8  C.  &  P.  218.  EUit,  post,  p.  561. 
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1842.  fendant  was  served  with  a  printed  notice^  which  stated  that 
he  had  no  right  to  vote,  because  he  had  left  the  house  for 
which  he  was  registered^  and  was  liable  to  be  prosecuted  if 
he  did  vote. 

It  was  further  proved  by  Mr.  Williamson^  that,  in 
June^  1841,  he  had  taken  the  house  in  Glebe-street  for 
which  the  defendant  was  registered^  and  that  he  had  paid 
rent  from  the  24th  of  June,  and  that  the  defendant  had 
left  off  sleeping  there  from  the  autumn  of  1840,  when  he 
went  to  keep  the  Vine  Inn,  which  was  also  within  the  bo- 
rough of  Stoke-upon-Trent,  and  was  a  house  of  greater 
value  than  that  for  which  he  was  registered.  This  witness 
also  stated,  that  until  the  time  of  and  after  the  election, 
the  defendant  still  retained  one  of  the  keys  of  the  boose 
in  Glebe-street,  of  which  there  were  two ;  but  that  after 
the  24th  of  June  there  was  nothing  belonging  to  the  de- 
fendant at  that  house  except  a  grate,  a  window-blind,  some 
shelves,  and  the  knocker  on  the  door. 

Talfourdy  Seijt.,  for  the  defendant. — I  submit  that  the 
defendant  had  fair  ground  for  supposing  that  he  still  had 
such  an  interest  in  the  house  in  Glebe-street  as  entitled 
him  to  vote  in  respect  of  it ;  but  even  if  that  were  not  so, 
he  might  fairly  suppose  that  he  had  the  same  qualification 
if  he  had  a  house  in  the  borough  of  equal  or  superior 
value.  I  will  admit  that  the  law  is  otherwise,  but  even 
that  was  by  no  means  settled  till  certain  decisions  had 
taken  place  on  the  subject,  which  an  innkeeper  at  Stoke- 
upon- Trent  could  know  nothing  about;  and  with  re- 
spect to  the  notice,  it  could  hardly  be  expected  that  a 
voter  would  attend  to  a  notice  given  to  him  by  his  oppo- 
nents at  an  election  telling  him  not  to  vote,  more  espe- 
cially when  the  defendant  knew  that  he  still  retained  the 
key  of  the  house  which  he  had  quitted,  and  had  furniture 
there,  which  in  all  probability  was  not  known  to  the  par- 
ties giving  the  notice. 

Patteson,  J.,  (in  summing  up). — The  question  in  this 
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cue  18,  whether  the  defendant  wilfullj  made  a  fidae  an-  1342. 
awer  to  the  question  pat  to  him  as  to  his  having  the  same 
qualification  to  vote  for  which  his  name  was  on  the  regis* 
ter.  That  his  answer  was  a  £Edse  answer,  both  in  law  and 
tBct,  is,  I  think,  made  out;  but  it  is  still  possible  that  the 
defendant  might  have  thought  otherwise^  as  persons  might 
Gonstroe  ^'the  same  qualification''  to  mean  one  of  the 
same  nature,  because  a  person  changing  his  qualification 
before  the  registration  might,  by  the  28th  section  of  the 
Aeform  Act,  claim  to  be  registered,  and  persons  might 
consider  that  it  would  be  the  same  if  they  changed  their 
qualifications  after  the  registration,  but  that  is  not  so,  for 
to  entitle  the  party  to  vote,  he  must  have  the  same  pre- 
mkes  for  which  he  was  registered.  It  has  been  truly 
stated,  that  a  man  who  was  not  a  lawyer  might  not  know 
that,  and  before  you  can  convict  the  defendant  on  this 
indictment  you  must  be  satisfied  that  he  gave  this  false 
answer  ''  wilfully/'  It  is  clearly  shewn  that  the  defend- 
ant had  quitted  his  house  in  Glebe-street  and  gone  to  the 
Vine  Inn,  which  was  of  greater  value ;  but  the  defendant 
could  not  truly  say  that  he  kept  on  the  occupation  of  the 
house  in  Glebe-street,  as  Mr.  Williamson  had  been  there 
as  tenant  from  the  24th  of  June;  and  the  fact  of  the  de- 
fendant keeping  the  key  and  having  a  grate  and  other 
articles  there,  was  of  no  consequence  whatever,  as  they 
were  not  there  at  all  in  respect  of  the  defendant's  posses- 
sion of  the  house.  Still  it  does  not  follow  that  the  defendant 
made  this  answer  wilfully;  however,  to  fix  him  with  know- 
ledge that  he  had  no  vote,  evidence  has  been  given  that 
just  before  he  voted  he  was  served  with  a  notice,  which 
stated  that  he  had  no  vote.  Now  it  might  be,  that  the 
<^posite  party  telling  a  man  that  he  had  no  vote  was  just 
the  way  to  make  him  act  on  any  notion  of  his  own  that  he 
had;  still  it  drew  his  attention  to  the  subject.  Whether 
the  defendant's  vote  was  of  any  consequence  in  the  elec- 
tion is  wholly  immaterial.  The  question  is  this^  Did  the 
defendant  wilfully  make  a  false  answer,  or  did  he  really 
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believe  tbat  he  had  the  same  qualification  ?  It  might  have 
been  that  the  defendant  supposed  that  he  had  such  a  pos- 
session of  the  house  in  Glebe-street  as  would  allow  him  to 
retain  his  vote^  or  he  might  think  that  the  ''  same  qualifi- 
cation'^  meant  one  of  equal  value.  In  either  of  these 
cases  the  defendant  ought  to  be  acquitted,  but  if  70a 
think  the  answer  was  wilfully  false,  you  ought  to  find  him 
guilty. 

The  special  jury  found  the  defendant  Not 
guilty.  The  foreman  adding,  "We  think 
that  he  acted  very  incautiously  in  voting.'' 


Godson  and  Whitmore,  for  the  prosecution. 

Taffourd,  Serjt.,  F.  V.  Lee,  and  Beadofij  for  the  de- 
fendant. 

[Attorniet — Stevetuon,  and  Young,'^ 


A  voter  in  a 
borough,  who 
is  registered  as 
a  ;f  10  house- 
holder, in  re- 


Rbgina  v.  Ellis. 

Indictment  on  the  58th  section  of  the  Reform  Act,  2  &  3  WOl.  4, 
c.  45,  against  the  defendant,  forgiving  a  false  answer  at  the  time  of  voting 
for  members  of  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Stoke-upon-Trent,  at  the 
general  election  in  the  year  1841,  by  stating  that  he  had  the  same  quili- 

ir^^E^Uw"*  ^^^^^  ^°'  ^^^^^  ^®  ^^  registered. 

loses  his  vote'  if      '^^^  indictment  was  in  precisely  the  same  form  as  in  the  last  case  (a), 
after  the  regis- 
tration and  be- 
fore the  election,  he  removes  to  another  house  of  equal  value  in  E.  place,  although  the  house 
to  which  he  removes  is  in  every  respect  within  the  description  contained  in  the  register. 

The  "  same  qualification  "  in  the  58th  section  of  the  Iteform  Act,  2  &  S  WilL  4,  c  45, 
means  the  same  identical  property. 

In  a  register  of  borough  voters,  the  word  "Penkhull,''  which  denoted  a  portion  of  the  borough, 
was  put  at  the  head  of  several  names,  including  that  of  the  defendant^  who  was  on  the  register 
in  respect  of  a  house  in  E.  place : — Held,  that  if  there  was  no  other  E.  place  in  the  borough,  it 
was  not  necessary  for  the  deputy  returning  officer,  in  putting  the  third  question  under  the 
Reform  Act,  to  add  the  word  *'  Penkhull  **  as  part  of  the  description. 

The  word  "  wilfully,*'  in  an  indictment  on  the  58th  sect,  of  the  Reform  Act,  2  &  3  Will.  4, 
c  45,  for  giving  a  false  answer  at  the  poll,  should  be  construed  in  the  same  way  as  In  an  indict- 
ment for  peijury,  and  be  supported  by  the  same  sort  of  evidence. 

A  defendant  in-  an  indictment  cannot,  after  plea,  take  advantage  of  any  def^t  which  is  aided 
qfter  verdict  by  the  21  st  section  of  the  stat.  7  Geo.  4,  c.  64 ;  the  only  mode  of  taking  advan- 
tage of  such  defects  being  by  demurrer. 

(a)  See  the  case  ofRegina  v.  Bowler,  ante,  p.  559. 
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Patteson,  J. — ^The  indictment  here  is  open  to  all  the  same  ohjections  1842. 

ai  the  indictment  in  the  last  case;  hut  it  may  he  worthy  of  consideration       "^      v     "^ 
whether  the  defects  may  not  he  aided  hy  the  21st  section  of  the  stat.        Rbgina 
7  Geo.  4y  c.  64,  which  enacts,  'Uhat  where  the  offence  charged  has  heen  Ellis. 

created  hy  any  statute  or  subjected  to  a  greater  degree  of  pimishment  hy 
any  statute,  the  indictment  or  information  shall,  after  verdict,  he  held 
■officient  to  warrant  the  pimishment  prescrihed  hy  the  statute,  if  it  de- 
scribe the  offence  in  the  words  of  the  statute."  Now,  a  party  who  has 
not  demurred  cannot  after  plea  take  any  objection  to  any  matter  on  the 
record  which  is  aided  hy  verdict,  under  this  enactment  (b). 

Ta^ourd,  Serjt.,  for  the  defendant — This  indictment  does  not  follow 
the  words  of  the  statute  which  creates  the  offence. 

Pattbson,  J. — You  can  make  your  ohjections  hereafter  in  the  Court 
of  Queen's  Bench,  if  it  should  become  necessary  (c). 

On  the  part  of  the  prosecution  examined  copies  of  the  writ  and  precept 
for  holding  the  election  were  put  in,  and  also  the  list  of  voters,  and  the 
book  which  was  the  register  of  voters.  In  the  latter,  a  number  of  names 
of  voters,  including  that  of  the  defendant,  were  put  under  a  heading 
which  consisted  of  the  name  "  Penkhull,"  and  other  voters  were  put  under 
the  headings  '*  Shelton,"  "  Hanley,"  and  "  Lane  End." 

It  was  proved  hy  Mr.  Hyatt,  the  deputy  returning  officer,  that  he  put 
the  third  question  to  tlie  defendant,  in  the  following  form — "  Have  you 
the  same  qualification  for  which  your  name  was  originally  inserted  in  the 
register  of  voters  now  in  force  for  the  borough  of  Stoke-upon-Trent, 
namely,  a  house  in  Eldon-place  ?"  to  which  the  defendant  answered  in 
the  affirmative.  In  his  cross-examination,  Mr.  Hyatt  stated,  that  in 
asking  the  question  he  did  not  say  "  namely,  in  Eldon-place,  Penkhull," 
and  he  further  stated,  that  Penkhull  was  a  place  in  the  borough  of  Stoke- 
npon-Trent,  which  comprised  several  streets,  besides  Eldon-place,  and 
that  Shelton,  Hanley,  and  Lane  End,  were  also  places  in  the  borough, 
each  of  which  consisted  of  several  streets,  and  that  there  was  no  place  in 
the  borough  called  Eldon-place,  except  that  in  which  the  house  in  respect 
of  which  the  defendant  was  registered  was  situate. 

Taffourdy  Seijt — ^The  question  was  not  properly  put,  as  it  did  not 
comprise  the  whole  description  of  the  voter's  qualification.  The  word 
"  Penkhull"  being  at  the  head  of  a  number  of  names,  is  just  the  same 
as  if  it  were  added  to  every  one. 

Godson,  for  the  prosecution. — ^The  qualification  was  a  house  in  Eldon- 
place,  in  the  borough  of  Stoke-upon-Trent,  and  these  divisions  are  only 

(b)   See  the  cases  of  Rex  v.  (c)  This  indictment  had  been 

ffarrie,  7  C.  &  P.  429,  and  Regina  removed  by  certiorari,  and  was 
▼.  Ciupar,  9  C.  &  P.  305.  tried  at  Nisi  Prius. 
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to  ftsaist  in  finding  the  voten  more  eatfly.  Thej  are  not  divniom  wbieh 
are  recognized  by  the  Reform  Act  It  might  just  as  well  he  inaiited 
that  in  putting  the  questions  the  officer  should  mentioii  the  voter^a  muDf- 
ber  on  the  register. 

Whiimore,  on  the  same  side.— The  deacriptioD  is  the  words  contained 
in  the  ktera]  line  with  the  voter's  name,  and  that  is  the  only  part  of  the 
register  that  he  is  entitled  to  look  to^  and  if  his  vote  had  been  stmek  off 
by  the  revising  barrister,  the  words  in  that  line  woold  have  been  atmdc 
out  and  the  word  **  PenkhnU  "  would' hare  been  left  untouched.  Then 
is  nothing  in  the  Reform  Act  to  authorise  such  a  heading  aa  "  PenkhuU," 
indeed  it  is  contrary  to  the  Reform  Act,  which  directs  the  desctiptiai  to 
be  **  street,  lane,  or  other  place,"  which  means  place  ejusdem  generis. 

Pattbson,  J. — ^I  think  that  as  there  is  but  one  Eldon-plaoe  in  die 
borough  it  is  sufficient. 

It  was  proved  that  the  election  took  place  on  the  30A  of  June,  1S41, 
and  that  tiie  defendant  had  left  the  house  in  Eldon-place,  which  he  held 
at  the  time  oi  the  registration,  and  that  he  then  removed  to  another 
house  in  Eldon-place  next  door  but  one  to  his  former  residence  and  re- 
sided there  at  the  time  of  the  election.  It  appeared  that  the  two  houses 
were  of  the  same  size  and  value.  It  was  proved  by  Mr.  Stevenson,  that 
he  had  before  the  election  told  the  defendant  that  having  removed  from 
one  house  to  another  in  Eldon-place  since  the  register,  he  had  lost  his 
vote,  and  that  if  he  attempted  to  vote  he  would  be  liable  to  a  prosecution ; 
and  it  was  also  proved  that  before  [the  election  the  defendant  was  served 
with  a  printed  notice,  which  stated  that  he  was  not  entitled  to  vote,  as  be 
had  changed  his  residence. 


Tm^mtrdf  Setjt,  for  the  defendant — This  ease  difiers  from  every  other 
eaae  which  has  preceded  it,  as  the  answer  of  the  defendant  was  true  in 
terms,  and  I  do  not  here  admit  that  there  was  even  a  mistake.  The 
origin  of  all  these  difficulties  is  the  Reform  Act  itself,  which  does  not 
disqualify  any  of  these  votersy  except  by  the  inference  that  is  to  be  drawn 
from  the  form  of  this  third  question.  Indeed,  in  the  SouthampUm  eate, 
a  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  was  of  opinion  that  all  penons 
removing  to  qualifications  of  equal  value  in  the  same  borough  retained 
their  votes,  and  though  there  have  since  been  decisions  the  other  way  on 
the  main  question,  yet  there  is  no  decision  that  goes  to  the  ext«it  of  dis- 
qualifying a  voter  where  he  is  within  the  description  contained  in  the 
register,  as  in  the  present  case ;  and  even  now,  it  may  be  doubtful  whether 
the  defendant  had  not  a  good  vote.  It  has  been  proved  that  Mr.  Steven- 
son, an  opponent,  told  him  not  to  vote,  but  still,  if  there  was  a  frur  doubt, 
the  defendant  was  not  likely  to  rely  on  the  opinions  of  his  opponents,  and 
it  might  well  be  that  the  defendant  was  mistaken  in  supposing  that  a 
house  in  Eldon-street  came  within  the  meaning  of  the  queationt  as  it 
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does  within  its  words,  be  having  a  qualification  of  the  requisite  value ; 
Imt  even  taking  that  not  to  be  so,  the  defendant  has  done  nothing  morally 
wrong  either  before  God  or  man,  as  he  has,  at  the  very  most,  only  put  a 
mistaken  construction  on  his  right  of  voting. 

Pattbson,  J.  (in  summing  up). — I  have  no  doubt  that  the  words  "  the 
same  qualification,*'  mean  the  same  property  in  respect  of  which  the 
party  was  put  on  the  register,  and  that  the  defendant  ought  to  have 
answered  **  No/'  unless  he  was  in  the  occupation  of  the  very  tame  houte 
which  he  had  at  the  time  of  the  registration.  The  defendant  had  removed 
to  the  house  next  but  one  to  his  former  residence,  which  is  not  the  same 
qualification  for  which  he  was  on  the  register ;  and  then  comes  the  ques- 
tion, whether  the  defendant  gave  this  untrue  answer  wilfully,  and  I 
ihink  that  the  word  "  wilfully,"  should  he  here  construed  in  the  same  way 
as  in  peijury,  and  be  supported  by  the  same  sort  of  evidence.  To  be  un- 
true is  not  enough,  or  to  be  wilful  it  must  have  been  false  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  party  at  the  time,  and  if  the  present  defendant  has  really 
misconstrued  the  facts,  or  misconstrued  the  law,  he  is  not  guilty  of  this 
ofience,  hut  it  will  be  for  you  to  say  whether,  after  what  had  been  said 
to  him  hy  Mr.  Stevenson,  and  after  the  notice,  the  defendant's  answer 
was  wilfully  false  or  not  It  certainly  was  false,  and  you  must  determine 
whether  it  was  wilfully  so. 

Verdict — Guilty. 
Ootbofiy  and  WhUmore,  for  the  prosecution. 
Talfourd,  Seijt,  F.  V.  LeCy  and  Beadon^  for  the  defendant 

[Attomies — Sleveiuon,  and  YoungJ] 


1842. 


In  the  ensuing  term,  Talfourd,  Serjt.,  in  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench, 
obtained  a  rule  to  shew  cause  why  the  judgment  should  not  he  arrested 
on  the  objections  taken  by  him  at  the  trial  to  the  form  of  the  indictment, 
which  rule  was,  at  the  sitting  of  that  Court,  after  Michaelmas  Term, 
1842,  made  absolute,  no  cause  being  shewn. 
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Rboima  v.  Spalding. 

On  an  indict-  InDICTMENT  on  the  58th  section  of  the  Reform  Act,  2  &  3  Wfll.  4, 
ment  under  the  c.  45,  for  giving  a  false  answer  at  the  time  of  voting  for  a  member  of 
^form  Act,  2  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Walsall,  at  the  election,  on  the  2nd  of 
45  for  giving  a  February,  1841,  by  the  defendant  stating  that  he  had  the  same  qualifica- 
falie  answer  at  tion  for  which  he  was  registered.  The  indictment  was  in  predaely  die 
the  |K)U  at  an       ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^j^^^  j^  ^j^^  ^^^^  ^^  Regma  v.  Bowler  (a). 

members  of  par-  I^  appeared  that  the  defendant  had  ceased  to  occupy  the  **  bouse'*  in 

Uamentforabo-  <*  Ablewell-street,"  for  which  he  had  been  registered;  but  Mr.  Wbil- 

rougb,  It  is  not  g^^ve,  the  returning  officer,  stated,  in  giving  his  evidence,  that  he  was 

the  returning  ^o^  certain  whether  he  had  himself  put  the  third  question  to  the  defend- 

ofBcer  should  ant,  or  whether  the  town  derk  had  put  it  in  his  presence,  and  by  his 

Atmte{r  put  the  authority,  and  it  was  also  proved  by  Mr.  Thomas,  at  whose  request  the 

to  the  voters  third  question  was  put,  that  he  acted  as  the  agent  of  Mr.  Gladstone,  but 

under  sect.  58  ii^^  not  received  any  authority  from  that  gentleman  personally  to  act  as 

of  the  Reform  , .  . 

Act,  2  &  8  ^  •««"*• 
Will.  4,  c  45,  it 

is  sufficient  if         Pattbsom,  J. — If  the  third  question  is  put  at  the  poll  in  the  presenes 

d^^lUn  hU  mre-  ^'^  *^®  returning  officer,  by  the  town-clerk,  by  his  direction,  that  is  sidB- 

sence,  and  by  cient.    It  is  not  needful  that  he  should  put  it  with  his  own  lips,  neither 

his  direction;  q^^  \<^  \^  proved  that  the  agent,  who  required  the  question  to  be  put, 

neither  is  it^ne^  ^^  expressly  appointed  by  the  candidate.    It  is  sufficient,  if  he  acted  as 

Uiat  the  agent     the  agent  for  the  candidate. 

who  required 

the  questions  to  Verdict— Cruilty. 

be  put,  was  ex- 

e?by^Ac^-'  WhUmore,  for  the  defendant,  took  the  same  objections  to  the  indici- 
didate;  it  is       ment  which  were  taken  by   Taffourdy  Serjt,  in  the  cases  <^  Rtg.  v. 

*h?^th"athe       ^^^  *"^  ^^-  ""'  -^'^W- 

haS  MtA  as  Judgment  postponed. 

agent  for  the 

candidate.  Pattbsom,  J. — As  this  is  tried  as  a  traverse,  and  has  not  been  removed 

by  certiorari,  I  shall  postpone  the  judgment  till  after  the  decision  of  the 
Court  of  Queen's  Bench  in  the  case  of  Regma  v.  ElU*, 

Godson f  and  Beadon,  for  the  prosecution. 
Whitmore^  for  the  defendant 

[Attomies— ^onie/t,  and  Kettle.'] 

(a)  Ante,  p.  559.  (b)  Anie^  p.  564. 
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Beoina  v.  Goodfellow  and  Knivetov. 

Indictment  against  the  defendant   Goodfellow  for  Onthetiiaiof 
perjury^  and  against  the  defendant  Kniveton  for  suborn-  for  perjury,  au 
ation  of  perjury :  the  first  count  of  the  indictment  was  bMi?commh*ted 
in  the  following  form: — The  jurors  &c.  present,  that  here-  ^*''""«  magis- 

°  J  X-  '  trates,  on  the 

tofore,  to  wit,  on  the  11th  day  of  August,  1841,  at  the  hearing  of  a 
parish  of  Leek,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  before  Matthew  oiTsummary 
Gaunt,  Esq.,  and  the  Rev. Thomas  Henry  Heathcote,  clerk,  conviction,  the 

'         * '  "^  '  >  conviction  by 

two  of  the  justices  of  our  said  Lady  the  Queen,  assigned  to  the  magistrates 

'is  not  receiva* 

keep,  the  peace  in  and  for  the  said  county,  came  one  Jo-  bie  in  evidence, 
•eph  Osborne,  of  the  parish  aforesaid,  in  the  county  afore-  irr^evant." 
aaid.  watchman,  and  then  and  their  ewhibited  to  and  before      '^  *"  indict- 

'  ment  for  per- 

the  said  Matthew  Gaunt  and  Thomas  Henry  Heathcote,  so  juir  allege  that 

,     .  i_    •     ^'  r  -J  ^    •     •   ^  A-  G.  swore  falsely 

l>emg  such  justices  as  aforesaid,  a  certain  information  upon  before  magis- 
oaih,  and  thereby  informed  the  said  justices  that,  on  &c.,  ^^^'^.^l^. 
at  &c.,  certain  quantities  of  silk  and  materials  used  in  the  ^'  of  receivmg 

stolen  goods. 

manufacture  of  silk,  to  wit,  twelve  ounces  weight  of  raw  This  win  not  be 
Brutia  silk  unwrought,  two  pounds   and  twelve  ounces  proof  that  an 
weight  of  raw  Novi  silk  unwrought  [enumerating  a  great  g^^'^i'JI^f  k^^q^ 
quantity  of  wrought  and  unwrought  silk,  sewings  in  gum  the  stat.  17 
unwrought,  &c.],  suspected  to  be  purloined  and  embezzled  s.  1 6,  respect- 
were  found  concealed  in  the  dwelling-house  and  place  of  lnk,'^warheard 
the  said  Thomas  Kniveton,  late  of  the  parish  aforesaid,  la-  **f  ^°''*  ^'**  ™?" 

^  '  gistrates,  and 

bourer,  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  that  on  that 
two  of  her  Majesty^s  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  said  evidence  that 
county,  pursuant  to  the  statute  in  such  case  made  and  pro-  been^maieriai 
vided :  and  that  he  the  said  Joseph  Osborne  had  cause  to  ^^  »  charge  of 

receiving  stolen 

suspect  and  did  suspect  that  the  said  silk  and  materials  had  goods  by  k. 

Where  to 
give  magistrates 
jurisdiction  to  hear  a  case  punishable  on  summary  conviction,  it  is  essential  that  they  should 
have  an  information  on  oath,  made  before  them.  It  is  not  sufficient  in  an  indictment  for  per- 
jury, alleged  to  have  been  committed  on  the  hearing  of  such  information,  to  allege  that  before 
If.  G.,  Esq.,  and  T.  H.  H.,  clerk,  two  of  the  justices,  &c.,  [the  magistrates  who  heard  the  case], 
J,  O.  came  and  "  exhibited  a  certain  information  upon  oath"  because  it  does  not  sufficiently 
shew  that  J.  O.  was  sworn  before  M.  G.,  Esq.,  and  T.  H.  H.,  clerk. 

In  an  indictment  for  perjury,  an  averment  that  *'  it  became  and  was  material  to  ascertain  the 
truth  of  the  matter  hereinafter  alleged  to  have  been  sworn  to,  and  stated  by  the  said  J.  G.  upon 
his  oath,"  is  not  a  good  averment  of  materiality. 

VOL.  I.  P  P  N.  P. 
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1842.        been  purloined  and  embezzled ;  and  that  the  said  Thomas 
^■^"^^"^^      Kniveton  had  received  the  said  silk  and  materials  from 
o.  some  person  or  persons  not  entitled  to  dispose  thereof^  he 

the  said  Thomas  Kniveton  knowing  that  such  person  or 
persons  was  or  were  not  entitled  to  dispose  thereof,  con- 
trary to  the  statute  in  such  case  made  and  provided;  that 
being  the  first  o£Fence  of  the  said  Thomas  Kniveton  against 
the  said  statute.  And  the  jurors  &x^  do  further  present 
that  the  said  Thomas  Kniveton  afterwards^  to  wit,  on  &c., 
at  &c,  came  in  his  own  proper  person  before  the  said  Mat- 
thew Gaunt  and  Thomas  Henry  Heathcote,  so  being  such 
justices  as  aforesaid,  and  then  and  there  pleaded  to  the 
said  information,  and  said  that  he  was  not  guilty  of  the 
said  o£fence  in  the  said  information  mentioned,  in  manner 
and  form  as  in  and  by  the  said  information  was  alleged. 
And  the  jurors  &c.  do  further  present,  that  aftenrards,  to 
wit,  on  the  18th  day  of  August,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  in  the 
parish  aforesaid,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  the  said  Thomas 
Kniveton  did  personally  appear  before  the  said  Matthew 
Gaunt,  so  being  such  justice  as  aforesaid,  and  the  Rev.  John 
Sneyd,  clerk,  one  other  of  the  justices  of  our  said  Lady  the 
Queen,  assigned  to  keep  the  peace  in  and  for  the  countf 
aforesaid,  and  also  to  hear  and  determine  divers  felonies^ 
trespasses,  and  other  misdemeanors  in  the  said  county  com- 
mitted; and  the  said  Matthew  Gaunt  and  John  Sneyd 
did  then  and  there,  as  such  justices  as  aforesaid,  proceed 
to  hear  and  determine  the  matters  of  the  said  information. 
And  the  jurors  &c.  do  further  present,  that,  at  and  upon 
the  hearing  of  the  nature  of  the  said  information  before 
the  said  Matthew  Gaunt  and  John  Sneyd,  so  being  sudi 
justices  as  aforesaid,  the  said  Thomas  Kniveton  did  pro- 
duce one  James  Goodfellow,  late  of  &c.,  aforesaid,  la- 
bourer, as  a  witness,  to  prove  the  sale  of  certain  parts  of 
the  said  silk  and  materials,  by  one  James  Broadhurst,  of 
Macclesfield,  being  a  person  duly  entitled  to  sell  and  dis- 
pose of  the  same,  to  the  said  Thomas  Kniveton ;  and  that 
the  said  Thomas  Kniveton  did  then  and  there,  upon  the 
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said  hearing  of  the  said  information,  produce  before  the         1942. 
said  Matthew  GFaunt  and  John  Sneyd,  so  being  such  jus- 
tices as  aforesaid,  three  paper  writings  as  and  for  invoices  v. 
of  the  said  parts  of  the  said  silk  and  materials,  so  sold  by 
the  said  James  Broadhurst  to  the  said  Thomas  Kniveton 
as  aforesaid,  one  of  which  said  paper  writings  was  and  is 
in  the  words,  letters,  and  6gures  following;  that  is  to 
say, 
"  Mr.  T.  Kniveton, 

1841.  Bought  of  J.  Broadhurst. 

Feb.  26— To  551bs.  Gum  Sewings,  at  15*.  6rf.— 42/.  12*.  6rf. 

Settled  same  time.'' 
And  another  of  which  said  paper  writings  was  and  is  &c. 
[setting  out  the  two  other  papers  in  like  manner]. 

And  the  jurors  &c.  do  further  present,  that  at  and  upon 
the  hearing  of  the  said  information,  the  said  James  Gt)odfeU 
low,  then  and  there,  as  such  witness,  by  and  before  the 
said  Matthew  Oaunt  and  John  Sneyd,  so  being  such  jus- 
tieea  as  aforesaid,  was  in  due  manner  sworn,  and  did  take 
his  corporal  oath  upon  the  holy  Gospel  of  God,  they,  the 
•aid  Matthew  Gaunt  and  John  Sneyd,  so  being  such 
justices  as  aforesaid,  then  and  there  having  competent 
power  and  authority  to  administer  an  oath  to  the  said 
James  Gt>odfellow  on  that  behalf  And  the  jurors  &c. 
do  further  present,  that,  upon  the  hearing  of  the  said 
information  before  the  said  Matthew  Gtiunt  and  John 
Sneyd,  so  being  such  justices  as  aforesaid,  it  became  and 
WM  material  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  the  matter  hereinafter 
aUeged  to  have  been  sworn  to  and  stated  by  the  said  James 
ChodfeOow  upon  his  oath ;  and  that  the  said  James  Gt>od- 
fiUow,  being  so  sworn  as  aforesaid,  not  having  the  fear  of 
Gk>d  before  his  eyes,  &c.,  and  being  minded  and  desirous 
wrongfully  and  unjustly  to  cause  the  said  Thomas  Kniveton 
to  be  acquitted  of  the  o£Fence  charged  against  him  by  the 
said  information,  then  and  there,  to  wit,  on  the  said  18th 
imj  of  August,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  at  &c«,  at  and  upon 
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1842.  ^^^  hearing  of  the  said  information^  by  and  before  the  said 

' — ^^^  Matthew  Gaunt  and  John  Sneyd,  so  being  such  justices 

V,  as  aforesaid^  did^  as  such  witness  as  aforesaid,  on  his  oath 

GooDFELLow.  i^fQjggj^jj^  fakclj,  maliciously,  wilfully,  and  corruptly  say, 

depose,  swear,  and  give  evidence  to  and  before  the  said 

Matthew  Gaunt  and  John  Sneyd,  so  being  such  justices 

as  aforesaid,  and  as  such  justices  hearing  the  matter  rf 

the  said  information  as  aforesaid,  amongst  other  things,  in 

substance  and  to  the  effect  following;  that  is  to  say, — I, 

(meaning  the  said  J.  G.)  have  been  present  when  James 

Broadhurst  (meaning  the  said  J.  B.)  has  sold  Kniveton 

(meaning  the  said  T.  K.)  silk  at  three  different  times. 

It  (meaning  the  said  silk)  was  sewings  in  the  gum.    One 

sale  was  in  February  (meaning  February,  1841,)  of  that 

sort  of  silk,  &c.  [setting  out  the  evidence  and  assigning 

perjury  on  it].    The  indictment  then  charged,  that  Thomas 

Kniveton  ''  did,  upon  the  hearing  of  the  said  informatioii, 

unlawfully,  wilfully,  and  corruptly  suborn  the  said  J.  6. 

to  depose,  say,  and  give  in  evidence,  upon  his  oath,  before 

the  said  justices,^'  amongst  other  things,  the  said  several 

matters  and  things  hereinbefore  alleged  to   have  been 

falsely  sworn  to  and  deposed  by  the  said  J.  G.  upon  his. 

oath,  on  the  hearing  of  the  said  information,  before  the 

said  M.  G.  and  J.  S.,  so  being  such  justices  as  aforesaid; 

"  and  that  by  means  of  the  said  corrupt  solicitation,  the  said 

J.  G.  did,  on  the  hearing  of  the  information  before  the  jus* 

tices,  falsely,  corruptly,  &c.,  say,  depose,  and  swear  the  said 

several  matters  and  things  hereinbefore  alleged  to  have 

been  falsely  sworn  and  deposed  by  the  said  J.  G.,  upon  Us 

oath,  upon  the  hearing  of  the  said  information ;  whereas,  in 

truth  and  in  fact,  at  the  time  when  the  said  T.  K.  did  solicit, 

incite,  suborn,  and  procure  the  said  J.  G.  to  give  such 

evidence  upon  his  oath  as  aforesaid,  he,  the  said  T.  K., 

well  knew  that  he,  the  said  J.  G.,  would  not  give  his 

evidence  according   to   the   truth,    and  that   the   same 

evidence  so  to  be  given  was  false,  feigned,  and  altogether 
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fictitious.      And  so  the  jurors''  &c.^  concluding  in  the        2342. 

usual  form  of  an  indictment  for  subornation  of  perjury.  ^ ^ 

The  second  count  of  the  indictment  charged,   ''that  v. 

afterwards^  to  wit,  on  the  10th  day  of  August,  in  the  year  ^^^^^^^^^' 
aforesaid,  at  the  parish  aforesaid,  in  the  county  afore- 
said, certain  other  silk,  and  materials  used  in  the  manu- 
fiusture  of  silk,  of  the  same  quantity,  quality,,  and 
description  as  the  said  silk  and  materials  in  the  said  first 
count  mentioned,  were  found  by  one  John  Eeates,  then 
being  constable  of  the  townships  of  Leek  and  Lowe,  in  the 
■aid  parish  of  Leek,  in  a  certain  warehouse  of  the  said  Tho- 
mas Ejiiveton  there  situate,  and  that  the  said  John  Keates, 
then  and  there  haying  good,  sufficient,  and  reasonable 
ground  to  suspect,  and  verily  suspecting,  that  the  said 
silk  and  materials  had  been  feloniously  stolen,  taken,  and 
carried  away,  and  that  the  said  T.  K.  had  received  the 
same  silk  and  materials  well  knowing,  at  the  time  he  so 
received  the  same,  that  the  said  silk  and  materials  had 
been  feloniously  stolen,  taken,  and  carried  away,  did,  then 
and  there,  apprehend  the  said  T.  E.,  and  him  the  said 
T.  K.,  and  the  same  silk  and  materials,  did,  within  a  rea- 
sonable time,  to  wit,  on  the  11th  day  of  August  aforesaid, 
at  the  parish  aforesaid,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  convey 
before  the  said  M.  O.  and  T.  H.  H.,  so  being  such  justices 
as  aforesaid,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  law.''  It  then 
went  on  to  state,  that  T.  K.  requested  the  said  justices  to 
grant  him  a  reasonable  time,  in  order  to  produce  witnesses 
that  he  had  become  honestly  possessed  of  the  said  silk  and 
materials,  and  that  the  justices  did  appoint  a  reasonable 
time,  to  wit,  the  18th  of  August,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid; 
and  that  then  T.  K.  appeared  before  the  said  M.  O.,  Esq. 
and  J.  S.,  clerk,  to  be  examined  touching  his  possession  of 
the  said  silk  and  materials;  and  that  the  defendant,  Gt>od- 
fellow,  at  and  upon  the  examination,  came  before  the 
justices  as  witness  and  was  sworn ;  and  that,  "  upon  the 
said  examination  of  the  said  T.  K.,  before  the  said  M.  Or. 
and  J.  S.,  so  being  such  justices  as  aforesaid,  it  then  and 
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there  became  and  was  material  to  ascertain  the  tmth  of 
the  matter  hereinafter  alleged  to  have  been  sworn  to  and 
stated  by  the  said  J.  G.  upon  his  oath/'  [It  then  set 
out  what  he  deposed  before  the  magistrates^  and  assigned 
perjury  upon  it] 

The  information  recited  in  the  indictment  was  put  in 
and  proved  (a) ;  it  was  then  proved  that  the  defendant 
Gk>odfellow,  on  the  hearing  of  the  information,  gave  the 
evidence  stated  in  the  indictment  before  Mr.  Gaunt  and 
Mr.  Sneyd;  and  the  counsel  for  the  prosecution  then 
ofifered  in  evidence  a  conviction  of  Kniveton  by  Mr.  Gaunt 
and  Mr.  Sneyd  upon  the  information. 


•7.  Gray^  for  the  defendant  Goodfellow. — I  submit  that 
this  evidence  is  not  admissible.  There  is  no  allegation  of 
this  conviction  contained  in  the  indictment,  and  it  is  pa** 
fectly  immaterial  to  the  proof  of  the  ofifence  charged  in 
this  indictment,  whether  Kniveton  was  convicted  by  tiie 
justices  or  not ;  the  defendant,  Goodfellow,  was  no  party 
in  the  question  tried  by  the  justices ;  their  decision  is 
therefore  not  now  evidence  against  him. 

Godson  and  Greaves,  for  the  prosecution. — ^We  are  enti- 
tied  to  give  in  evidence  the  whole  of  the  proceedings,  and 
the  conviction  is  a  part  of  those  proceedings;  it  is  not 
improper  to  show  what  was  done  in  consequence  of  Good- 
fellow's  evidence. 


Patteson,  J.—  The  conviction  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
present  question ;  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  admissi* 
ble,  on  the  ground  that  is  irrelevant  to  the  present  issue  (i). 


(a)  The  information  was  founded 
on  the  Stat.  17  Geo.  3,  c.  56,  the 
provisions  of  which  will  be  found 
in  Bum's  Justice,  tit  Servants,  X. 

(b)  In  the  case  of  Rex  v.  Dow- 
lin,  5  T.  R.  311,  which  was  an  in- 
dictment for  perjury  committed  on 


the  trial  of  Capt.  Rimber  for  mur- 
der, Mr.  Justice  Builer  says,  "  AH 
that  it  is  necessary  to  state  is,  that 
there  was  a  certain  cause  &c.,  and 
that  it  came  on  to  be  tried  in  due 
form  of  law.  Now,  here  it  is  ex- 
pressly alleged  *  that  J.  Kimber 
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Further  evidence  was  then  given,  which  established  a   ^       *• 
prim&  facie  case  on  the  facts  against  both  defendants ;  but 
it  was  not  proved  that  any  other  charge  had  been  made 
before  the  justices,  than  that  contained  in  the  informa- 
tion recited  in  the  first  count  of  the  indictment. 

J.  GTay,  for  the  defendant  Groodfellow. — I  submit  that 
the  second  count  is  not  proved.  According  to  that  count 
the  charge  against  Kniveton  before  the  justices  was  the  or- 
dinary charge  of  receiving  stolen  goods,  knowing  them  to 
be  stolen ;  but  it  is  dear  upon  the  evidence,  that  no  inquiry 
took  place  before  the  justices  upon  any  such  charge ;  that 
contained  in  the  information  being  a  different  and  a  spe- 
cific charge  under  a  particular  act  of  Parliament,  to  which 
Kniveton  pleaded  not  guilty ;  and  the  evidence  was  given 
upon  that  issue,  and  not  in  the  course  of  any  inquiry  into 
a  charge  of  receiving  stolen  goods. 

Godson  and  Greaves,  for  the  prosecution. — If  evidence 
given  in  the  course  of  an  inquiry  by  magistrates  into  a 
charge  made  against  a  prisoner  turn  out  not  to  prove 
that  charge,  but  to  prove  another  ofifence,  the  magistrates 
may  commit  for  that  other  offence,  and  therefore  the  evi* 
dence  is  in  truth  evidence  upon  a  charge  of  committing 
the  second  offence.  Here  the  facts  proved  before  the  ma- 
gistrates  were  such  as  would  have  been  relevant  to  a  charge 
of  receiving  stolen  goods ;  and  indeed  the  information  in 
some  degree  assumes  the  shape  of  such  a  charge. 

Patteson,  J. — The  evidence  here  was  given  upon  a  specific 
issue ;  and  I  cannot  help  seeing  from  the  information  that 
this  was  not  the  ordinary  charge  of  receiving  stolen  goods, 

was  in  due  form  of  law  tried  upon  der  of  &c.  Therefore,  the  acquit- 
a  certain  indictment  then  and  there  tal  or  condemnation  of  Kimber  is 
depending  against  him,  for  the  mur-      immateriaL " 
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1842  ^^^  ^  different  one, — in  fact,  a  charge  of  having  committed 
an  offence  against  the  stat.  17  Qeo.  3,  c.  56.  I  think, 
therefore,  the  second  count  is  not  proved,  and  may  be  laid 
out  of  the  question. 

.  J.  Gray, — There  are  three  objections  to  the  first  count. 
First,  there  is  no  sufficient  allegation  that  an  information 
on  oath  was  given  to  the  justices.  Secondly,  the  allegation 
that  the  evidence  was  material  is  bad  and  insufficient. 
Thirdly,  the  count  is  bad  for  want  of  certain  introductory 
allegations :  viz.  an  allegation  that  the  silk  was  produced 
before  the  magistrates,  and  an  allegation  that  Kniveton's 
evidence  was  given  of  and  concerning  the  invoices  and  of 
and  concerning  the  silk.  With  respect  to  the  first  objec- 
tion, the  allegation  in  the  count  is,  that  on  &c.,  at  &c., 
Osborne  exhibited  to  and  before  the  two  justices  a  certain 
information  upon  oath,  and  thereby  informed  the  said 
justices  of  certain  matters.  Where  there  is  an  informa- 
tion on  oath  before  justipes,  the  oath  must  be  administened 
by  the  justices  to  whom  the  information  is  given.  Suppose 
an  information  is  put  into  writing  and  sworn  to  before 
A.  and  B.,  two  justices,  and  then  taken  away  and  kdd 
before  C.  and  D.,  two  other  justices,  who  act  upon  it,  this 
cannot  be  said  to  be  an  information  on  oath  to  C.  and  D., 
for,  if  it  could,  it  might  equally  be  so  alleged  if  the  oath 
had  been  taken  before  A.  only,  though  the  statute  might 
require  the  information  to  be  laid  before  two  justices:  the 
justices  must  receive  the  information  under  the  sanction 
of  an  oath,  and  must  know  that  they  do  so,  which  they 
can  only  .legally  do  by  actually  administering  the  oath. 
Now  it  is  consistent  with  the  words  in  which  the  allegation 
is  made  in  this  count,  that  the  information  may  have  been 
sworn  to  before  two  other  justices,  and  afterwards  laid 
before  Mr.  Gaunt  and  Mr.  Heathcote,  or  it  may  have  been 
sworn  to  before  one  justice,  who  would  not  have  jurisdic- 
tion; there  are,  in  fact,  two  allegations — first,  that  Osborne 
exhibited  before  the  two  justices  an  information  on  oath ; 
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secondly,  that  he  thereby  informed  those  justices  of  certain        1^42. 
fiicts.    With  respect  to  the  first,  the  facts  that  the  infor-      "^""^j     ' 
mation  was  pleaded  to,  and  that  the  hearing  was  not  before  «• 

,  ^OODFILLOW. 

the  same  two  justices  who  received  it,  shew  that  it  was  in 
writing;  and  if  it  were  sworn  before  other  persons  and 
afterwards  laid  before  Mr.  Oaunt  and  Mr.  Heathcote,  that 
would  literally  prove  the  first  allegation  :  then,  as  to  the 
second,  such  a  document  would  inform  Mr.  Gaunt  and 
Mr.  Heathcote  of  the  facts  stated  in  it,  and  so  would 
Uterally  prove  that  allegation,  for  it  is  to  be  observed  that 
the  words  are  not  that  Osborne  thereby  (m  his  oath  in- 
formed, &c.  There  being,  therefore,  no  sufficient  allegation 
of  an  information  on  oath,  the  whole  foundation  of  the 
count  fails,  and  it  is  bad.  The  second  objection  is  to  the 
allegation  of  the  materiality  of  the  evidence,  that  allegation 
is,  that,  upon  the  hearing  of  the  information,  "  it  became 
and  was  material  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  the  matter 
hereinafter  alleged  to  have  been  sworn  to  and  stated  by  the 
said  James  Ooodfellow  upon  his  oath/'  The  usual  form, 
where  an  express  allegation  of  materiality  is  made,  is,  that 
it  became  a  material  question,  whether  such  a  thing  hap- 
pened or  existed;  and  this  is  proper,  because  the  materiality 
of  the  question  must  be  raised  by  the  issue,  and  must  have 
existence  at  the  time  the  inquiry  is  entered  upon,  and 
lefore  the  witness  gives  his  evidence.  But  according  to 
the  allegation  here,  the  materiality  did  not  exist  till  the 
witness  had  given  his  evidence ;  and  there  is  this  incon- 
sistency in  it, — the  whole  supposition  of  the  count  is,  that 
the  evidence  is  false,  therefore,  if  the  defendant  be  guilty, 
his  allegations  had  no  foundation  in  fact,  nor  does  it 
appear  even  in  suggestion,  till  he  gave  his  evidence;  and  the 
plain  meaning  and  construction  of  the  words  used^  is,  that 
when  he  had  given  his  evidence,  it  became  material  to 
ascertain  the  truth  of  what  he  had  stated;  that  might  be  so 
in  point  of  fact,  but  then  it  is  not  alleged  that  he  gave  any 
evidence  after  it  so  became  material* 
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1842.  Patteson^  J. — May  not  this  aUegation  be  rejected  as 

"" — ^""^      lurplusage— does  not  the  materiality  appear  independently 

Rbgina  ^  .    « 

r.  of  it  ? 

GOODPELLOW* 

J.  Gray. — That  question  is  involved  in  the  third  objec- 
tion. Where  an  issue  of  fact  is  tried  before  any  Ck>iirt,  the 
defendant^  before  he  proceeds  to  prove  his  case^  states,  or 
may  be  supposed  to  state,  the  facts  he  means  to  prove,  in 
order  to  make  out  the  issue  on  his  part ;  it  may  be  that 
some  of  them  are  collateral  facts,  not  glanced  at  in  the 
issue,  but  when  so  stated,  if  they  bear  upon  the  issue,  they 
become  material,  and  that  materiality  arises  and  exists 
before  the  witness  gives  his  evidence;  and  the  ordinaiy 
form  of  allegation,  that  it  was  a  material  question  whether 
so  and  so  occurred,  followed  by  the  allegation  that  the 
witness  gave  evidence  upon  that  question,  is  consistent 
with  the  materiality  existing  before  the  witness  gave  his 
evideuee,  but  the  form  of  allegation  in  this  count  only 
points  at  the  materiality  arising  after  the  witness  has  made 
his  statement,  and  not  before ;  the  effect  of  this  is,  that 
the  matter  alleged  to  be  material  is  not  alleged  to  have 
been  material  to  the  issue  the  justices  were  trying.  The 
third  objection  is,  that  the  evidence  of  Gk)odfellow,  as  set 
out  in  the  count,  shews,  that  it  was  given  respecting  cer- 
tain invoices  and  certain  silk  then  produced  to  him;  and  if 
it  appears  sufficiently  by  the  count  that  the  invoices  he 
was  giving  evidence  about  were  the  invoices  mentioned  in 
the  introductory  averment,  and  that  the  silk  was  the  silk 
or  part  of  the  silk  mentioned  in  the  information,  it  cannot 
be  contended  that  the  materiality  of  the  evidence  will  not 
sufficiently  appear,  independently  of  the  express  averment ; 
but  with  repect  to  the  invoices,  although  there  is  an  intro- 
ductory averment  that  they  were  produced  by  Kniveton  on 
the  hearing  of  the  information,  there  is  no  allegation  that 
the  witness  in  his  evidence  was  speaking  of  those  invoices; 
such  a  colloquium  was  necessary,  and  the  want  of  it  is  not 
aided  by  the  innuendo.     In  the  case  of  Rex  v.  Man^ 
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den{c),  which  was  an  indictment  for  a  libel  respecting  W.  S.,        1840. 
the  indictment  omitted  to  allec'e  that  the  defendant  pub-      ^^  ^    " 
lished  it  '^  of  and  concerning  W.  S>./'  and  it  was  held,  that  c 

this  omission  was  neither  supplied  by  the  introductory 
allegation  that  the  defendant  intended  to  vilify  W.  S.,  nor 
by  the  conclusion,  "  to  the  injury  and  disgrace  of  W.  S./' 
nor  by  the  innuendoes,  pointing  the  different  parts  of  the 
libel  to  W.  S.  But  as  to  the  silk,  there  is  neither  an 
introductory  averment  of  its  production,  nor  a  colloquium. 
It  cannot,  therefore,  be  intended  that  the  invoices  spoken 
of  by  the  witness  are  the  invoices  mentioned  in  the  intro- 
ductory averment,  nor  that  the  silk  is  any  part  of  the  silk 
mentioned  in  the  information;  therefore,  assuming  that 
they  were  different,  it  does  not  at  all  appear  that  evidence 
respecting  them  was  material  to  the  matter  of  the  infor- 
mation, and  the  express  averment  of  materiality  being  bad, 
there  is  nothing  to  shew  the  materiality  of  the  evidence. 

Godson  and  Greaves,  for  the  prosecution. — As  to  the  first 
objection — the  word  "  exhibited ''  is  a  technical  word,  and 
when  it  is  alleged  that  Osborne  exhibited  to  and  before  the 
justices  an  information  on  oath,  it  means  that  he  gave  them 
information  on  oath.  The  word  ^^exhibited'^  has  always  been 
used  in  this  sense,  and  this  is  the  ordinary  form  of  allegation 
in  cases  like  the  present ;  and  the  forms  in  Chitty,  on  the 
Criminal  Law  (</),  are  framed  in  this  way.  But  this  objec- 
tion has  no  force,  because,  in  the  present  case,  the  statute 
does  not  require  the  information  to  be  on  oath;  the  infor- 
mation is  under  the  stat.  17  Geo.  3,  c.  56,  s.  6,  and  as  that 
does  not  require  the  information  to  be  upon  oath,  the  objec- 
tion that  the  indictment  does  not  shew  it  to  be  on  oath 
comes  to  nothing.  As  to  the  second  objection — the  form 
of  allegation  here  used  is  proper  and  sufficient,  indeed,  it 
is  a  better  and  more  proper  allegation  than  that  such  a 
thing  became  a  material  question,  because  it  often  happens 

(c)  4  M.  &  S.  164.  {d)  Vol.  2,  pp.  431,  435, 437. 
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1842.  ^^^^  ^^^  question  put  to  a  witness  is  itself  immaterial,  but 

--^  the  answer  he  gives  may  be  most  material ;  this  form  of 

9.  allegation  has  been  used  in  several  cases,  and  has  never 

ooDPELLow.  ^jgfQpg  ijgg^  objected  to.    But  this  objection  will  not  be 

fatal  to  the  indictment,  unless  the  third  objection  can  also 
be  sustained,  and  that  objection  cannot  be  sustained, 
because  the  innuendoes  render  it  sufficiently  clear  what 
invoices  and  what  silk  the  witness  was  speaking  of  in  his 
evidence.    No  colloquium  is  therefore  necessary. 

J,  Gray,  in  reply. — There  is  nothing  technical  in  the 
word  ^' exhibited,^^  it  must  have  its  ordinary  meaning. 
The  precedents  referred  to  in  Chitty  on  the  Criminal  Law, 
are  cases  of  information  not  upon  oath.  This  is  not  an  in- 
formation upon  the  6th  section  of  the  statute,  but  upon  the 
10th  section.  Under  the  6th  section,  no  formal  informa- 
tion is  necessary,  and  the  party  is  then  merely  brought 
before  the  justices  on  their  warrant;  whereas  the  10th 
section  expressly  requires  an  information  on  oath,  and  here 
an  information  on  oath  was  laid  and  duly  pleaded  to. 
As  to  the  second  objection — in  the  allegation  of  materiality 
in  an  indictment  for  perjury,  the  word  question  does  not 
mean  an  interrogation,  it  means  a  subject  of  inquiry, 
therefore  the  reason  given  for  not  adopting  the  usual  form 
has  no  force  here.  As  to  the  third  objection — the  use  of 
an  innuendo  is  only  to  apply  the  words  it  explains  to  some- 
thing  already  sufficiently  alleged,  it  can  never  of  itself 
supply  a  defective  allegation. 

Patteson,  J. — ^These  are  questions  of  some  nicety,  and 
before  deciding  them  I  will  confer  with  my  Brother  Cress^ 
well.  (After  having  done  so  his  Lordship  said) — I  have 
conferred  with  my  Brother  Cresswell  on  these  objections, 
and  he  agrees  with  me  that  this  indictment  is  bad.  The 
first  objection  to  the  first  count  is,  that  it  does  not  suffi- 
ciently appear  that  there  was  any  information  on  oath. 
Now,  it  is  quite  consistent  with  the  wording  of  this  aUe- 
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gation  that  the  information  may  have  been  sworn  to  before        1342. 
jnstices  who  are  not  named  in  the  count,  or  before  one  jus-      ^     ^     ^ 
tice,  or  even  before  some  person  who  was  no  justice  at  all|  0. 

and  it  is  impossible  without  some  intendment  to  construe 
this  as  an  allegation  that  the  information  was  sworn  to 
before  the  justices  named  in  the  count.     I  think  I  am  not 
at  liberty  to  make  any  such  intendment,  the  allegation 
must  contain  what  is  necessary  without  intendment  one 
way  or  the  other,  and  I  think  that  this  allegation  does  not 
do  so,  for  it  does  not  even  appear  that  the  person  who  ad- 
ministered the  oath  had  jurisdiction  to  do  so.     With  re- 
spect to  the  forms  cited  from  Chitty  on  the  Criminal  Law, 
they  do  not  contain  allegations  of  informations  upon  oath, 
and  therefore  are  not  applicable ;  but  in  the  same  book,  at 
page  440,  I  find  a  precedent  with  respect  to  articles  of  the 
peace,  and  there  it  is  not  only  alleged  that  the  articles 
were  exhibited  to  the  justices,  but  there  is  a  separate  and 
distinct  allegation  that  the  party  was  sworn  to  them  before 
the  justices.     But  it  is  said  that  an  information  on  oath 
was  not  necessary ;  it  might  perhaps  be  an  answer  to  this 
to  say,  that  the  prosecutor  has  chosen  to  allege  an  informa- 
tion on  oath ;  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  an  information  on 
oath  was  necessary,  for  I  think,  for  the  reasons  given,  that 
this  is  an  information  on  the  10th  section  and  not  on  the 
6th,  and  as  the  10th  section  of  the  stat.  17  Oreo.  3,  c.  56, 
requires  an  information  on  oath,  and  as  I  think  there  is 
no  sufficient  allegation  of  an  information  on  oath  in  the 
count,  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  bad,  and  the  defendants 
must  be  acquitted.    With  respect  to  the  second  objection, 
as  to  the  allegation  of  materiality,  1  am  of  opinion  that  that 
allegation  is  clearly  bad ;  it  seems  to  me  to  be  quite  absurd 
to  say  that  it  became  material  to  ascertain  the  truth  of 
irhat  the  witness  stated;  the  witnesses   statement  itself 
must  be  given  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  something  which 
has  become  material  to  the  inquiry  before  that  statement 
has  been  made,  therefore,  if  the  materiality  of  the  evidence 
did  not  appear  from  the  other  allegations  of  the  count,  I 
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1842.        should  hold  the  allegation  in  question  to  be  quite  insuffi- 
^ — "^"^      cient.     I  am  inclined  to  think  the  materiality  does  so 
«.  appear,  but  it  is  unnecessary  to  deade  that  question,  since 

ooDFELLow.  ^^  g^^  objcction  is  of  itself  fatal  to  the  count*  The  se- 
cond count  has  been  already  disposed  of.  I  may  observe, 
that  my  Brother  Cresawell  quite  agrees  with  the  view  I 
have  taken  of  this  case.  The  defendants  will  be  ac- 
quitted. 

Verdict— Not  Guilty. 

Godson  and  Greaves,  for  the  prosecution. 

C.  Phillips  KudJohn  Gray,  for  the  defendant  Groodfellow. 

Allen,  for  the  defendant  Kniveton* 

[Attomies — Croxofii  for  the  prosecution ;  Wordsworth^  for  the  defendant 
Goodfellow ;  Hilliard,  for  the  defendant  Kniveton.^ 


Regina  v.  Allen  Goode. 

A.  employed      JLiARCENY. — ^The  prisoner  was  indicted  for  stealing  one 
barM  from^s!     Sovereign,  the  property  of  William  Mullett,  his  master, 
to  £.,  and  paid       jf^  appeared  from  the  evidence  of  the  prosecutor,  that  he 

him  his  wages  ^  * 

in  advance,  and  engaged  the  prisoner  to  take  a  canal  boat  on  a  voyage  from 
parateram  of  Stourbridge  to  EUesmere  Port,  and  that  he  paid  the  pri- 
?ff!  !J*^*"        soner  5/.  for  his  wages  in  advance  and  for  the  keep  of  the 

reigns  to  pay  "  » 

the  tonnage       towiug  horsc,  and  also  gave  him  a  separate  sum  of  three 

dues.     B.  took  ^  ,  ,  i 

the  barge  16       Sovereigns  to  pay  the  tonnage  dues  on  the  canal. 
"nnage  dues  to       Evidence  was  given  to  shew  that  the  prisoner  had  taken 
ratheTunder      *^®  ^^^^  about  sixteen  miles,  and  had  paid  tonnage  dues 
2/.,  and  appro-   which  amounted  to  rather  under  2/.,  and  that  the  prisoner 

priated  the  re- 
maining sove-     had  appropriated  the  remaining  sovereign  to  his  own  use. 

reign  to  his 
own  use : — 

Held,  a  lar-  Allen,  for  the  prisoner. — I  submit  that  this  is  mere 

ceny.  '  * 

breach  of  contract,  and  that  the  relation  of  master  and 
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servant  does  not  exist.    Nor  is  there  even  any  contract  of        ]S42. 
which  time  forms  the  essence. 

Patteson,  J. — ^Taking  that  to  be  so,  it  does  not  appear 
to  me  to  be  material  to  the  case.  The  prosecutor  dis- 
tinctly states  that  he  gave  this  man  three  sovereigns  to 
pay  the  tonnage  dues,  and  it  appears  that  he  has  made 
away  with  one  of  the  sovereigns.  To  constitute  a  larceny 
in  this  case  there  is  no  occasion  to  shew  that  the  relation 
of  master  and  servant  existed.  If  I  give  a  man  money  to 
apply  to  a  particular  purpose,  and  he  appropriates  it  to 
another  purpose,  with  a  felonious  intent,  he  is  guilty  of 
larceny. 

AUetL — I  submit,  that  to  constitute  a  larceny  there 
must  be  some  trespass. 

F.  V.  Lee,  for  the  prosecution. — ^Whether  the  prisoner 
was  a  servant  or  not,  this  money  was  put  into  his  charge 
for  a  particular  purpose,  and,  as  I  submit,  this  misappro- 
priation of  it  is  a  larceny. 

Patteson,  J. — If  a  man  were  to  employ  another  to  go 
somewhere  with  his  horse  for  a  certain  price,  that  other  is  for 
that  purpose  his  servant ;  but  if  in  addition  to  this  he  gives 
him  a  distinct  and  separate  sum  of  money  to  be  disbursed  in 
ft  particular  way,  and  if  instead  of  so  disbursing  it  he  ap- 
propriates it  to  his  own  use,  that  is  a  felony. 

AUen  addressed  the  jury  on  the  evidence. 

Verdict — ^Not  guilty  (a). 
F.  V.  Lee,  for  the  prosecution. 
Allen,  for  the  prisoner. 

[Attornies — Rogers,  and  fT.  Broum.'] 

(a)  See  the  cases  of  Regina  v.  C,  Jones,  post,  p.  611 ;  and  Regina 
Beaman,  post,  p.  595 ;  Regina  v     v.  Evans,  post. 
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{Croum  Side.) 

BEFORE  MR.  JUSTICE  CRE8SWELL. 


Regina  V,  BoswELL^  JosEPH  WiLKEs,  James  Wilkes,  and 

Giles. 

The  mere  JVlIuRDER. — The  prisoners  were  charged  with  the  wilfiil 

Sonefof a^ '  murdcr  of  Matthew  Adams,  on  the  1st  of  December, 
handbill,  by       1841,  at  the  parish  of  Wednesbury. 

which  a  go- 
vernment re-  It  appeared  that  the  prisoner  Boswell  was  taken  into 

promise  of  a  custody  on  the  2nd  of  December  on  this  charge,  and  that 
pardon  are        ^^  ^j^g  n^^  q{  December  he  made  certain  statements, 

oiferea  ma  case  ' 

of  murder,  are    which  Were  sought  to  be  givcn  in  evidence. 

not  sufficient 

ground  for  re-  To  provc  One  of  thcsc  Statements  a  pohceman  named  Ha- 
fcssion  of  «ich  thcrley  was  called,  who  said  that  he  had  held  out  no  induce- 
prisoner,  unless  ment  to  the  prisoner  Boswell  to  make  any  statement,  nor 

It  appear  that  *^  ^  j 

the  induce.  did  he  know  that  any  one  else  had  down  to  the  11th  of  De- 
out  were  those  ccmber,  when  the  statement  was  made ;  but  he  further  said, 
^^^JrV^on-  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  6th  of  December  he  knew  a  reward  of  jBIOO 
fess.  had  been  oflFered  by  the  government  for  the  discovery  of 
prisoner  desir-  this  murder,  accompanied  by  a  statement  that  the  Secre- 
handbiifthat  *^^7  ^^  State  would  rccommcnd  an  accomplice,  not  being 
might  appear  ^^^  person  who  actually  committed  the  murder,  for  a  par- 
murder  with  don,  but  the  witness  could  not  state  that  this  had  come  to 

which  he  stood 

charged  might    the  knowledge  of  the  prisoner. 

be  shewn  to 
him, and  a 

shewn  to^tm         ^'  ^^^^^9  ^^^  ^^^  prisoner  Boswell,  asked  to  have  some 

by  a  constable,   of  the  othcr  witucsscs  (whosc  namcs  were  on  the  indict- 
by  which  a  re- 
ward and  free 

pardon  was  offered  to  any  but  the  person  who  struck  the  blow,  and  the  prisoner  three  days 
afterwards  made  a  statement,  this  statement  was  held  to  be  receivable  in  evidence. 

But  where  it  was  afterwards  proved  by  another  constable,  that  the  prisoner,  on  the  night 
before  he  made  the  statement,  said  to  him,  that  he  saw  no  reason  why  he  should  suffer  for  the 
crimeof  another,  and  that  as  the  government  had  offered  a  free  pardon  to  any  one  concerned  who 
had  not  struck  the  blow,  he  would  tell  all  he  knew  about  the  matter.  The  judge  held  that  the 
statement  that  had  already  been  given  in  evidence  was  not  properly  receivable,  and  struck  it 
out  of  his  notes. 
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ment)  called^  with  a  view  of  shewing  that  the  prisoner         ]g42, 
Boswell  had  had  this  communicated  to  him.  "^ — * — ^ 

Regina 

V. 

Cresswell^  J. — I  think  I  cannot  allow  you  to  do  that.        Boswell. 

The  statement  of  the  prisoner  Boswell  made  to  the  wit- 

« 

ness  Hatherley  was  given  in  evidence. 

In  a  later  part  of  the  case  a  policeman  named  Raymond 
was  called^  and  in  his  cross-examination  he  stated  that  soon 
after  the  prisoner  Boswell  had  been  taken  into  custody^ 
and  before  the  6th  of  December^  the  prisoner  Boswell  re- 
quested that  he  (the  witness)  would  let  him  know  if  any  re- 
ward should  be  offered  or  any  papers  published  concerning 
the  murder^  and  that  he  would  bring  any  such  papers  to  him 
(the  prisoner)  as  soon  as  they  were  printed.  This  witness 
further  stated^  that  on  the  6th  of  December  it  was  gene- 
rally known  that  the  Secretary  of  State  had  offered  a  reward 
and  a  promise  of  a  free  pardon  to  any  of  the  offenders 
except  such  as  had  struck  the  blow;  and  that  on  the  13th 
of  December  the  witness  gave  one  of  the  printed  handbills 
to  the  prisoner  Boswell. 

The  handbill  was  in  the  following  form  : — 

"£100  Reward. 
"  Burglary  and  Murder. 

'^  Whereas  on  the  night  of  Friday,  the  30th  of  November 
last,  the  dwelling-house  of  Matthew  Adams,  of  &c.,  was 
feloniously  and  burglariously  broken  into,  &c.  [It  then 
stated,  that  Matthew  Adams  had  had  his  scull  fractured 
with  some  blunt  instrument,  and  that  he  died  on  the  follow- 
ing evening.] 

"The  circumstances  of  the  murder  having  been  repre- 
sented to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department^ 
a  reward  of  one  hundred  pounds  will  be  paid  by  Govern- 
ment to  any  person  who  shall  give  such  information  and 
evidence  as  shall  lead  to  the  discovery  and  conviction  of 
the  person  or  persons  concerned  in  the  said  murder ;  and 
the  Secretaiy  of  State  will  recommend  the  grant  of  her 

VOL.  I.  Q  Q  M.  P. 
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1842.  Majesty's  gracious  pardon  to  an  accomplice^  not  being  the 

^^^^^     ^  person  who  actually  committed  the  murder,  who  shall  give 

«.  such  information  as  shall  lead  to  the  same  result/' 


BOSWBLL. 


T,  V,  Lee,  for  the  prosecution,  proposed  to  ask  the  wit- 
ness Raymond  as  to  a  statement  made  by  the  prisoner  to 
him  on  the  11th  of  Decembef)*. 

E.  Yardley. — I  submit  that  that  statement  is  not  re- 
ceivable in  evidence,  as  it  now  appears  that  a  promise  of 
pardon  made  by  competent  authority  had  been  conununi- 
cated  to  the  prisoner  previously  to  the  time  when  he  made 
his  statements,  and  it  must  be  taken  that  these  statements 
were  made  in  the  hope  of  the  pardon  so  promised.     In  the 
case  of  RexY,  Hall  [a)  the  prisoner,  who  was  tried  for  a  bur- 
glary, had  desired  one  of  the  witnesses  to  apply  to  the 
magistrate  to  admit  him  as  witness  for  the  Crown,  for  that 
he  had  not  entered  the  house,  but  had  only  stood  at  the 
door  while  the  other  two  prisoners  went  up  stairs  to  com* 
mit  the  felony ;  and  on  a  witness  being  called  to  prove  that 
the  prisoner  said  this,  his  counsel  objected  that  as  this  con- 
fession was  made  with  a  view  and  under  the  hope  of  being 
thereby  permitted  to  turn  King's  evidence,  it  was  not  ad- 
missible, and  the  learned  Judge  (Mr.  Serjt.  Adair),  being 
of  opinion  that  this  was  not  a  voluntary  confession,  re- 
jected the  evidence. 

F,  V.  Lee,—  I  submit,  that  in  order  to  exclude  these  de- 
clarations, it  must  be  shewn  affirmatively  that  they  were 
made  under  the  influence  of  the  hope  of  the  pardon. 

Cresswell,  J.  (having  conferred  with  Paiieson,  J.)— 
We  think  that  the  evidence  is  receivable. 

The  witness  Raymond  gave  evidence  of  the  statement 
made  by  the  prisoner  Boswell  to  him. 

(a)  2  Leach,  C.  C.  636,  n. 
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In  a  later  part  of  the  case^  it  appeared  from  the  evidence 
of  another  witness  that^  on  the  evening  of  the  10th  of  De* 
cember^  the  prisoner  Boswell  said  that  he  saw  no  reason  why  «. 

he  should  suffer  for  the  crime  of  another^  and  that  as  govern- 
ment had  offered  a  free  pardon  to  any  one  of  the  parties 
concerned  who  had  not  struck  the  blow,  he  would  tell  all 
he  knew  about  the  matter. 


Cresswell,  J. — It  now  appears  with  sufficient  clearness 
that  the  prisoner  in  making  the  statements  ascribed  to  him 
was  influenced  by  the  hope  of  pardon  held  out  by  autho- 
rized parties.  I  ^hall,  thereforci  reject  the  evidence  of  all 
statements  made  by  him  after  the  evening  of  the  10th  of 
December,  and  expunge  from  my  notes  such  as  have 
already  been  given  in  evidence. 

His  Lordship  struck  out  from  his  notes  the  statements 
of  the  prisoner  Boswell,  which  had  been  proved  by  the 
witnesses  Hatherley  and  Raymond. 

Verdict  —  Joseph  Wilkes,  guilty;   the   other 
prisoners,  not  guilty. 

F,  V.  Lee  and  Whitmore,  for  the  prosecution. 
B.  Yardley,  for  the  prisoners  Boswell  and  Giles. 

[Attornies — Stubbs,  and  Passman.'] 
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CASES  ON  THE 


1842. 


BEFORE  MR.  SERJEANT  LUDLOW. 


If  the  course  of 
dealing  between 
A.  and  B.  is, 
that  A.  shall 
write  persons' 
name  in  a  list 
with  a  sum 
against  each 
name,  on  sight 
of  which  B.  is 
to  furnish  goods 
on  the  credit  of 
A.  to  each  per- 
son whose 
name  is  on  the 
list,  to  the 
amount  set 
against  his 
name, — such 
list  is  a  request 
for  the  delivery 
of  goods,  and 
the  fraudulent 
alteration  of 
one  of  the 
sums  in  it  is 
indictable  as  a 
forgery  under 
the  staL  1 1 
Geo.  4  &  1 
Will.  4,  c.  66, 
s.  10. 


Begina  v.  Simeon  Walters. 

Jb  ORGERY. — ^The  prisoner  was  indicted  for  feloniously 
altering  a  certain  request  for  the  delivery  of  goods  with 
intent  to  defraud  John  Bradley.  In  a  second  count  the 
prisoner  was  charged  with  uttering  a  forged  request  for 
the  delivery  of  goods  with  intent  to  defraud  John  Bradley^ 
and  in  the  3rd  and  4th  counts  with  altering  and  with  ut- 
tering it  with  intent  to  de&aud  George  Jones.  The  forged 
instrument  was  not  set  set  out  in  either  of  the  counts. 

It  was  opened  by  Corbett  for  the  prosecution^  that  Mr. 
John  Bradley  was  a  butty-coUier  at  Bilston^  and  Mr. 
George  Jones  a  grocer  at  that  place^  and  that  the  course 
of  dealing  between  them  was  for  Mr.  Bradley  to  write  a 
list  of  names^  with  an  amount  against  each  name^  which 
denoted  that  Mr.  Jones  was  to  supply  that  person  ^rith 
goods  on  Mr.  Bradley's  account  to  the  amount  set  opposite 
his  name ;  and  that  on  the  22nd  of  October  the  prisoner 
took  the  paper  to  Mr.  Jones's^  and  his  own  name  having 
been  originally  inserted  in  it  for  58.,  he  put  a  figure  of  1 
before  the  5  and  made  it  15^.^  and  in  that  state  pre- 
sented it  at  Mr.  Jones's  shop.  The  question  would  be 
whether  this  list  was  a  request  for  the  delivery  of  goods 
within  the  stat.  11  Geo.  4  &  1  Will.  4,  c.  66. 

The  paper  as  altered  by  the  prisoner  was  in  the  following 
form : — 

1841— Oct.  22.  £    s.    d. 

Eliz.  Bradley  .         .         .         .         0  12    0 

Will.  Jones 10    0 

J.  Prise 0     5    0 

Jno.  Bayley 0     5    0 

Peter  Stapleton      .         .         .         .         0    8    0 
Simeon  Walters         .         .        .         .     0  15    0 


V, 

Walters. 
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[Here  followed  ten  more  names  and  a  sum  against  each^         1842. 
and  the  sums  were  cast  up  71. 4*.  6d.,  which  was  the  correct       Reoina 
casting  if  the  sum  opposite  the  prisoner's  name  had  re- 
mained 5s,  as  it  originally  stood.] 

Opposite  the  sum  71.  4*.  was  the  prosecutor's  signature^ 
"  Jno.  Bradley.'' 

Ludlow,  Serjt.  (having  conferred  with  Patteson,  J.) — 
Mr.  Justice  Patteson  is  of  opinion,  that  although  this  is  not 
a  request  for  the  delivery  of  goods  on  the  face  of  it,  yet  it 
may  be  shewn  by  evidence  that  the  course  of  dealing  be- 
tween the  parties  was,  that  goods  should  be  delivered  on 
the  production  of  such  documents  as  this ;  and  that  being 
shewn,  this  paper  is  a  request  for  the  delivery  of  goods,  and 
as  such  may  be  the  subject  of  an  indictment,  if  a  forged 
alteration  be  made  in  it. 

The  facts  of  the  case  were  proved  as  opened. 

Verdict — Guilty.     Sentence — Two  years' 
imprisonment. 

Carbett,  for  the  prosecution. 

[Attorney —  Wahon.'] 


CASES  ON  THE 


SHROPSHIRE  ASSIZES. 
( Civil  Side.) 

BEFORE  MR.  JUSTICE  CRESSWELL. 


Walker,  Executor  of  Walker,  v.  Roberts. 

A  document  in  jCTlSSUMPSIT  by  the  plaintiff,  as  the  executor  of  the 

form^  *^yf.  payee,  against  the  defendant,  as  maker  of  a  promissory 

R.  the" Um^of  ^^^®>  ^^*®^  February,  1831,  for  19/.  ]  9*.  1  Id.,  with  interest, 

19/.  19«.  Ud.  on  demand,  six  months  after  notice. 

to  receive  five 

per  aent.  for  the        Plea — nou  aSSUmpsit. 

uT;  to  pay'on  ^hc  notc,  which  was  proved  to  have  been  written  by  the 

***d  w^w^***  defendant's  wife  by  his  authority,  was  in  the  following 

giving  J.  R.  six  form : — 

for  the  same,"  "Feb.,  1831. — Wm.  Walker  lent  to  James   Roberts 

"fP'°"^''";y  19/.  195.   llrf.,  to  receive  five  per  sent,  for  the  same 

note,  ana  not  '  ^ 

an  agreement.    19/.  19^.  nj^ .  to  pay  On  demand  to  the  said  Wm.  Walker, 

giving  James  Roberts  six  months'  notice  for  the  same. 

^'  Witness  my  hand, 

"  James  x  Mary  Roberts." 
It  appeared  that  the  interest  had  been  paid  to  Februaiy, 
1838,  and  that  there  had  been  six  months^  notice  given,  and 
a  demand  made  after  the  six  months^  notice  had  expired. 

J.  G.  Phillimore,  for  the  defendant. — I  submit  that  this 
is  an  agreement  to  pay  money  on  certain  conditions,  and  is 
not  a  promissory  note ;  and  that  it  ought  to  be  stamped 
as  an  agreement  and  not  as  a  promissory  note,  as  it  is. 

Cresswell,  J. — I  think  it  is  a  promissory  note. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff. 

R,  V.  Richards  and  Venables,  for  the  plaintiff. 
J.  G.  Phillimore,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attornies — Loxdale  JVarren,  and  Stanley,'] 
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1842. 

Bradshaw  v.  Hatward. 

Assumpsit  for  wages  and  salary  of  the  plaintiff  for  in  assumpsit 
services  done  and  performed  as  servant  of  the  defendant,      tiff  for  wages  ai 

-ni  'J,  a  female  ser- 

Plea,  non  assumpsit.  ^^^^^  ,he  de- 

It  appeared  that  the  defendant  was  an  innkeeper,  and  it  fendant  plead - 

*  *  ^         ^  *  ed  non  assump- 

was  proved  that  the  plaintiff  had  lived  in  his  house  for  sit,  and  the 
several  years,  and  had  waited  on  the  customers  and  done  evidence  of  acta 
other  acts  of  service.  tZ^ifl^^ 

posed  to  go 
into  evidence 

R.  V.  Richards,  m  cross-examining  one  of  the  plaintiff^s  to  shew  that 
witnesses,  put  questions  with  a  view  of  shewing  that  the  cohab?tcd*with 
plaintiff  had  lived  with  the  defendant  as  his  mistress.  J*^™  hTmif'ht 

do  80  on  the 
plea  of  non  as- 

Corbett  and  Greaves,  for  the  plaintiff,  submitted  that  he  sumpsic,  as  this 
had  no  right  to  do  so,  as  non  assumpsit  alone  was  pleaded.  JJ^*^"  there  was 
It  was  clear,  that  if  an  express  contract  in  writing  had  been  "°  contract  be- 

'  ^  ...        tween  the  par- 

proved  the  defendant  could  not  have  shewn  its  illegality  ties,  and  not  to 
under  the  plea  of  the  general  issue ;  and  as  evidence  was  contract  on  the 
given  here  which  led  to  the  inference  that  a  contract  |J^iJJyf  °^*"*^* 
existed  between  these  parties,  no  illegality  in  the  consi- 
deration could  be  given  in  evidence  under  the  plea  of  non 
assumpsit.  By  the  rule  of  H.  T.  4  Will.  4,  "  in  all  actions 
of  assumpsit,  except  on  bills  of  exchange  and  promissory 
notes,  the  plea  of  non  assumpsit  shall  operate  only  as  a  denial 
in  fact  of  the  express  contract  or  promise  alleged,  or  of  the 
matters  of  fact  from  which  the  contract  or  promise  alleged 
may  be  implied  in  law ;"  and  in  the  case  of  Potts  v.  Spar- 
row  (a),  which  was  an  action  of  assumpsit  by  an  attorney 
to  recover  his  bill  of  costs  for  preparing  a  deed,  and  also 
costs  of  an  action  instituted  in  pursuance  of  that  deed,  in 
which  action  his  client  had  failed  in  consequence  of  the 
deed  having  been  held  void  on  the  ground  of  maintenance, 
it  was  held  that  the  defendant  could  not  set  up  the  ille- 

(a)  1  Scott,  578. 
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1842.        S^^^^J  of  the  contract  in  answer  to  the  action  under  a  plea 
of  non  assumpsit. 


Bradbhaw 

V, 

Hat  WARD. 


Cresswell^  J. — ^The  issue  is,  whether  there  was  a  con- 
tract of  hiring  and  service  or  not.  If  an  express  contract 
had  been  proved,  and  the  defendant  had  attempted  to  set 
up  that  the  contract  was  not  only  for  service  but  for  coha- 
bitation, the  defendant  could  not  have  set  that  up  without 
pleading  it ;  but  in  my  judgment  he  is  entitled  to  prove 
cohabitation  here,  as  tending  to  shew  upon  what  terms  the 
plaintiff  remained  in  his  house.  The  plaintiff  endeavours 
to  shew  by  acts  of  service  that  there  was  a  contract.  The 
defendant  wishes  the  jury  to  infer  that  there  was  no  con- 
tract of  hiring  and  service ;  he  is  not  seeking  to  discharge 
himself  from  any  contract,  but  to  shew  that  there  was  no 
contract  at  all. 

The  questions  were  put  in  cross-examination ;  and  wit- 
nesses were  called  for  the  defendant  with  a  view  of  proving 
that  the  plaintiff  cohabited  with  him. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff. 
Corbett  and  Greaves^  for  the  plaintiff. 

R.  V.  Richards,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attoniies — Johnson,  and  Ileaton,'] 
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{Crown  Side.) 

BEFORE  MR.  JUSTICE  PATTESON. 


Begin  A  t;.  Hughes. 

JjARCENY. — The  prisoner  was  indicted  for  stealing  a  'f » '^^^er  buy 

pair  of  trousers,  the  property  of  J  ohn  J  ones.  cloth  which  is 

It  appeared  that  John  Jones  had  bought  the  cloth  of  ^w  for  his  son' 

which  the  trousers  were  made,  and  had  paid  for  it,  but  ""^^  "  «even- 

'  *  '  teen  years  of 

that  the  trousers  were  made  for  Thomas  Jones,  his  son,  age,  these 

-  trousers  may, 

who  was  seventeen  years  of  age ;  and  it  was  proved  by  on  an  indict- 
John  Jones  that  his  son  lived  with  him,  and  he  provided  "* "^  ^^  J" ^  ^^ 
his  son  with  clothes,  his  son  not  being  an  apprentice  but  a  ***«  property  of 

,  the  father. 

labourer  like  himself,  both  working  for  the  same  master.         in  such  cases 

the  property 
may  be  laid 

Patteson,  J. — I  think  that  the  property  is  well  laid.  J^f^cror\h* 
In  cases  of  this  kind  it  may  be  laid  either  in  the  father  son,  but  the 
or  the  child,  but  the  best  course  is  to  lay  it  in  the  child,      to  lay  it  in  the 

latter. 

Verdict — Guilty. 
Greaves^  for  the  prosecution. 

[Attorney — Bradley.  ] 


Regina  v.  Swinnerton  and  Bowyer. 


L 


ARCENY. — ^The  prisoner  Swinnerton  was  charged  with  if  two  pri- 
stealing  hay,  the  property  of  John  Bishton  Minor,  his  before  a  ma- 
master,  and  the  prisoner  Bowyer  with  having  received  the  ^jf^"Jfof%t 
hay  knowing  it  to  have  been  stolen.  lony,  what  the 

first  prisoner 
says  in  his 
statement  before  the  magistrate  cannot  be  given  in  evidence  against  the  second  prisoner,  be- 
cause, when  before  the  magistrate,  the  second  prisoner  is  only  called  upon  to  answer  the  state- 
ments  in  the  depositions  taken  on  oath,  and  not  what  any  other  prisoner  may  have  said  in  his 
examination. 
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1842.  The  prisoner  Swinnerton  had  pleaded  guilty. 

^     '^"'^  It  appeared  that  when  the  prisoners  were   examined 

Regina  *^  * 

before  Mr.  Burton,  who  was  the  committing  magistrate, 
the  prisoner  Swinnerton,  when  called  on  to  answer  the 
charge,  made  a  statement  in  the  hearing  of  the  prisoner 
Bowyer,  which  statement  was  taken  down ;  and  that  the 
prisoner  Bowyer  then  made  a  statement,  which  was  also 
taken  down,  and  was  as  follows  :-^"  I  must  beg  pardon 
that  I  had  it ;  I  reckon  that  it  was  not  right  that  I  took 
it.  If  I  had  not  picked  it  up  some  one  else  would.''  The 
statement  of  the  prisoner  Bowyer  was  given  in  evidence, 
and  Corbeity  for  the  prosecution,  proposed  to  put  in  the 
statement  of  the  prisoner  Swinnerton. 

E.  Yardley,  for  the  prisoner  Bowyer,  submitted  that  it 
was  not  receivable  in  evidence. 

Corbettj  for  the  prosecution. — I  submit  that  the  rule, 
that  what  one  prisoner  says  in  the  presence  of  another  pri- 
soner is  evidence  against  the  latter,  is  universal  in  its  appU- 
cation. 

Patteson,  J. — When  before  the  magistrate,  a  prisoner 
IB  called  upon  to  answer  depositions  taken  on  oath,  bat 
he  is  not  called  upon  to  make  any  answer  to  the  statement 
of  another  prisoner.  I  think,  therefore,  that  the  examina- 
tion is  not  admissible  evidence  in  this  case. 

Evidence  rejected. 

The  prisoner  Bowyer  was  acquitted. 
Corbeity  for  the  prosecution. 
E.  Yardley,  for  the  prisoner  Bowyer. 

Attornies — R.  Loxdale,  and  /.  H,  Edwards,'] 
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Beoina  t;.  Beaman. 

JjABCENY. — ^The  prisoner  was  indicted  for  stealing  A  servant  was 
one  shilling,  the  property  of  Samuel  Elliot  Walter,  his  ^^j  J^'  cwt!of 
master.  S^^'J.*'* 

bought  a 
smaller  quan- 

It  appeared  that  thp  prisoner  was  directed  by  the  prose-  tity,  for  which 
cutor,  who  was  his  master,  to  fetch  twelve  hundred- weight  and  appro- 
of  coals,  and  that  the  prosecutor^s  daughter  gave  the  pri-  {he*8hnHn«**to 
soner  six  shillings,  which  she  had  received  from  her  father  hw  own  use:  — 

°^  fTeia,  a  larceny. 

to  give  to  the  prisoner  to  pay  for  the  coals.  It  was  proved 
that  the  prisoner,  instead  of  procuring  twelve  hundred- 
weight of  coals,  bought  only  nine  hundred-weight,  the 
price  of  which  was  three  shillings  and  three  pence,  and 
that  he  gave  four  shillings  in  payment,  and  received  nine 
pence  in  change.  It  further  appeared  that  the  prisoner 
afterwards  gave  back  one  shilling  to  the  prosecutor's 
daughter,  and  made  a  false  statement  as  to  the  quantity  of 
coals  he  had  bought,  and  appropriated  the  remaining  shil- 
ling to  his  own  use. 

Patteson,  J. — If  the  prisoner  appropriated  the  shilling 
to  his  own  use,  under  the  circumstances  that  have  been 
proved,  he  is  guilty  of  larceny. 

Verdict — Guilty  {a). 

Corbett,  for  the  prosecution. 

Meteyard,  for  the  prisoner. 

[Attornies — E,  Garbett,  and  DownesJ] 

(a)  See  the  cases  of  Regina  v.    Jone$^  post,  p.  611 ;   and  Regina  v 
Ooodf!,  antti,  p.  582  ;  Regina  v.  C.     Evant,  post. 
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1842. 

Reqina  t;.  HuxLETj  Brayn^  Gosnell^  and  Groom. 

An  indicticent  AsSAULT,  with  intent  to  rob. — ^The  indictment  stated 
^th^intcnt  to  *^*^*  *^®  prisoners,  on  &c.,  at  &c.,  "  in  and  upon  Robert 
rob,  which         Blantem,  in  the  peace  of  God  and  our  said  Lady  the 

charges  that  ^  ,  "^ 

the  prisoner,  in  Queen,  then  and  there  being,  feloniously  did  together 

B,,  feimiiousiy  make  an  assault,  with  intent  the  monies,  goods,  and  chat- 

waS^^wUh  *®^  ^^  *^®  ®^^  ^'  ^'>  froDi  the  person  and  against  the  will 

intent  the  mo-  of  him  the  Said  R.  B.,  then  and  there  feloniously  and  vio- 

niesy  goods 

and  chattels  of    lentljT  to  rob,  steal,  take,  and  carry  away,  against  the  form 

froiTthe  pirsJn    of  the  statute,''  &C. 

triu  TthTsaW        ^^^  ^^^^  ^^®  ^^  ^^  *^^^^  ^y  *^®  Srand  jury, 

R.  B.,  then  and 

niousiyand  Patteson,  J.,  Said,  that  he  entertained  some  doubt 

rob*8tea/uke  ^tether  this  indictment  was  good,  as  it  did  not  charge  in 
and  carry  g^  many  exprcss  words  that  the  prisoners  had  an  intent  to 

away,  against  *r        r  or 

the  form  of  the   rob  the  prosecutor. 

statute/'  &c.,  is 
good. 

Mr.  Groodman>  the  clerk  of  indictments,  stated  that  this 
was  the  form  that  had  been  used  at  the  Central  Criminal 
Court  ever  since  the  passing  of  the  stat.  7  &  8  Geo.  4,  c.  29, 
s.  6. 

Patteson,  J.  (after  having  conferred  with  Cresswett,  J.) 
— Upon  further  consideration  my  Brother  Cresswell  and 
myself  are  both  of  opinion  that  the  indictment  in  its  pre- 
sent form  is  sufficient. 

The  case  was  tried. 

Verdict — Guilty  of  an  assault  (a). 
J.  G.  PhUlimore,  for  the  prosecution. 
C  Phillips  and  F.  V.  Lee,  for  the  prisoner. 

[Attornies — Marcey^  and .] 

(a)  Under  the  stat  1  Vict.  c.  85,  s.  11. 


OXFORD  SPRING  CIRCUIT,  5  VICT.  597 

1842. 

Begina  v.  C&umpton. 


M, 


.ANSLAUGHTER.— The  first  count  of  the  indict-  An  indictment 
ment  stated^  that  on  the  3rd  day  of  February,  1842,  at  slaughter  stated 
&c.,  one  Richard  Kesterton  [the  deceased]  "  was  then  and  J,"^^®  ^^*|  , 
there  an  apprentice  to  one  Joseph  Crumpton  [the  pri-  deceased  was 

-  -  ,  .  1  ,         1  ^^'e  apprentice 

sonerj,  and  as  such  apprentice  was  then  under  the  care  of  the  prisoner, 
and  control  of  the  said  Joseph  Crumpton ;  and  that  it  then  ^^^  umy  ofThe 
and  there  became  and  was  the  duty  of  the  said  J.  C,  dur-  P^^oner  to  pro- 

•^  ^     '  vide  the  de- 

ing  the  time  aforesaid,  to  permit  and  suffer  the  said  R.  K.  ceased  with 

,      .    ,  J  V  1  •  J    proper  nourish- 

to  take  and  have  such  proper  exercise  as  was  necessary  and  ^ent,  medi. 
needful  for  the^odily  health  of  the  said  R.  K.,  so  being  ^LaVgfdVhe"^ 
such  apprentice  as  aforesaid  ;  and  it  then  and  there  became  ^^^^^  ^o  be 

J  IT  /»T  '  ^    -r    /-^  /»!  •I  t    ^^^^  neglect, 

and  was  the  duty  of  the  said  J.  C^  to  find,  provide,  and  &c.    The  se- 

supply  the  said  R.  K.,  being  such  apprentice  as  aforesaid,  charged*t*hat 

with  proper  and  necessary  nourishment,  medicine,  medical  ]^^  deceased, 

care,  and  attention ;"  and  that  the  deceased  being  weak  in  apprentice  om 

body,   the  prisoner   struck    and  beat  him,   and   forced,  killed  by'thr** 

obliged,  and  compelled  him  to  work  for  an  unreasonable  oJ^r^^ork^^nd 

time,  and  would  not  allow  him  to  take  proper  exercise  and  beating.    No 

evidence  was 

recreation,   and    neglected   to   supply  him  with  proper  given  of  any  in. 

•V  i.j  J'*  j'l  jxi-j.*         "L       denture,  but  a 

nourishment  and  medicine,  medical  care,  and  attention,  by  witness  proved 
means  whereof  he  died.     The   second  count  stated  that  ^***^  ^'^^^ ,?'[" 

soner  told  him 

the  prisoner  in  and  upon  the  deceased,  "  so  being  such  that  the  de- 
appreniice  as  aforesaid,  and  under  the  care  and  control  of  apprentice;— 
him  the  said  J.  C.  as  aforesaid,  and  so  being  sick  and  weak  ^^lufficUnf 
in  body  as  aforesaid,  in  the  peace  of  God  and  our  said  pr<wfofthe 

"  *  ^  allegation  of 

Lady  the  Queen,  feloniously  did  make  an  assault ;"  and  the  apprentice- 
that  the  deceased  being  so  weak  in  body  as  aforesaid,  the  cond  count, 
prisoner  forced  him  to  work  for  certain  unreasonable  and  iII*the°firaV^"^ 

count. 
In  a  case  of  manslaughter,  the  prisoner  cannot  be  convicted  of  an  assault  under  the  11th 
sect  of  the  stat.  1  Vict.  c.  85,  unless  that  assault  is  the  subject-matter  of  the  charge  and  embo- 
died in  the  charge,  and  which  would  of  itself  have  been  the  felony  but  for  some  other  cause, 
and  the  jury  ought  not,  on  a  charge  of  manslaughter,  to  convict  the  prisoner  of  an  assault,  un- 
less that  assault  conduced  to  the  death  of  the  deceased,  although  the  death  itself  was  not  man- 
slaughter. 


Crumpton. 
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1842.         improper  times,   and  beat  him,  by  means  whereof  he 
'^--v— ^       died. 

Rkqima 

V.  It  appeared  from  the  evidence  of  John  Cornelius  Car- 

penter, that  the  prisoner  was  a  master  tailor,  and  that  the 
deceased,  who  had  been  in  ill-health  for  more  than  a  year 
before  his  death,  and  had  had  a  bad  cough,  was  kept  at 
work  by  the  prisoner,  (in  whose  house  he  lived),  on  some 
occasions,  from  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  till  eight  or  nine 
at  night,  and  that  about  five  weeks  before  the  death  of  the 
deceased  the  prisoner  beat  the  deceased  with  a  small  cane. 
It  was  further  proved  that  the  deceased,  who  was  between 
sixteen  and  seventeen  years  of  age,  left  the  prisoner's 
house  at  Bilston,  and  came  to  the  house  of  his  grandfather, 
at  Ketley,  near  Wellington,  on  the  same  evening,  and 
remained  there  till  his  death,  which  occurred  three  weeks 
after.  To  prove  that  the  deceased  was  the  apprentice  of 
the  prisoner,  Mr.  Wace  was  called,  who  stated  that  he 
asked  the  prisoner  if  the  deceased  was  his  apprentice,  and 
the  prisoner  said  that  he  was. 

Ludloto,  Serjt.,  for  the  prisoner. — I  submit  that  the  in- 
denture must  be  given  in  evidence.  The  first  count  of  the 
indictment  not  only  states  that  the  deceased  was  an  ap- 
prentice, but  what  were  the  duties  of  the  prisoner  as  his 
master;  and  in  the  second  count  it  is  stated,  that  the 
deceased,  ^'  so  being  such  apprentice  as  aforesaid/'  was 
assaulted,  &c.,  thus  referring  to  the  apprenticeship  men- 
tioned in  the  first  count. 

F,  V.  Lee,  on  the  same  side. — ^The  duty  of  the  master 
as  stated  in  the  first  count  is  to  provide  medical  attendance, 
which  is  not  a  term  in  a  great  number  of  indentures,  and 
whether  it  was  so  or  not  in  this  case  can  only  appear  by 
the  production  of  the  indenture  itself. 

Patteson,  J. — I  quite  agree  with  you  as  far  as  that 
goes. 


Reoina 
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F.  V.  Lee.-^The  second  count  is,  "  so  being  such  ap-        1042. 
prentice  as  aforesaid/^  which  means  modo  et  form&  as  in 
the  first  count,  and,  as  I  submit,  subject  to  all  the  terms  v. 

and  duties  stated  in  that  count. 


Carrington,  for  the  prosecution. — ^The  words,  "  so  being 
such  apprentice  as  aforesaid,^'  only  import  that  the  de- 
ceased was  the  apprentice  of  the  prisoner,  without  implying 
any  duty  as  arising  therefrom,  except  such  as  arises  from 
the  legal  relation  of  master  and  apprentice.  In  the  case 
of  Regina  y.  Martin  (a),  the  first  count  of  the  indictment 
charged  the  defendaut  with  having  assaulted  *'  Eliza 
Bicketts,  an  infant,  above  the  age  of  ten  and  under  the 
age  of  twelve  years ;"  and  the  second  count  charged  the 
defendant  with  having  attempted  to  know  and  abuse  ^^  the 
said  Eliza  Ricketts/'  and  it  was  there  held  that  the  second 
count  was  bad,  because  it  did  not  allege  that  Eliza  Bicketts 
was  between  the  ages  of  ten  and  twelve,  and  that  the 
words  "  the  said  Eliza  Bicketts^'  merely  meant  that  she 
was  the  same  person  who  was  mentioned  in  the  first 
count,  but  that  those  words  did  not  import  into  the  second 
count  the  description  of  Eliza  Bicketts  with  respect  to 
her  age. 

Patteson,  J. — I  think  there  is  sufficient  proof  of  the 
apprenticeship  to  support  the  second  count. 

It  was  proved  by  Mr.  M'Knight,  a  surgeon  who  examined 
the  body  of  the  deceased  after  death,  that  the  deceased 
died  of  consumption,  and  that  over-work  and  ill-usage 
might  have  accelerated  his  death,  but  Mr.  M'Knight  was 
not  able  to  say  that  it  had  done  so.  This  witness  also 
stated  that  he  found  bruises  on  the  legs  of  the  deceased, 
but  that  those  bruises  could  not  at  all  have  contributed 
to  his  death. 

(a)  9C.&P.  215. 
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1842.  Patteson,  J. — This  puts  an  end  to  the  charge  of  man- 

slaughter. 


Regina 

V. 

Crumpton. 


Carrington. — ^I  submit^  that  upon  this  evidence  the  pri- 
soner may  be  convicted  of  an  assault^  under  the  stat. 
1  Vict.  c.  85,  s.  11. 

Ludlow,  Serjt. — If  the  assault  had  contributed  to  the 
death  of  the  deceased  that  might  be  so;  but  to  come 
within  the  provisions  of  the  statute  1  Vict.  c.  85,  it 
must  be  an  assault  connected  with  the  cause  of  death 
charged,  and  must  also  be  an  assault  connected  with  the 
cause  of  death  proved,  and  not  a  distinct  and  independent 
assault. 

Carrington, — ^The  words  of  the  1 1th  sect,  of  the  stat.  1 
Vict.  c.  85,  are,  "  where  the  crime  charged  shall  include  an 
assault  against  the  person,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  juiy 
to  acquit  of  the  felony,  and  to  find  a  verdict  of  guilty  of 
assault  against  the  person  indicted,  if  the  evidence  shall 
warrant  such  finding,'^  The  crime  here  charged  includes 
an  assault,  and  the  evidence  will  warrant  the  finding  the 
prisoner  guilty  of  an  assault. 

Patteson,  J. — I  think  that,  in  order  to  convict  a  person 
of  an  assault  under  the  11th  sect,  of  the  stat.  1  Vict,  c.  85, 
it  must  be  an  assault  which  is  the  subject-matter  of  the 
charge,  and  embodied  in  the  charge,  and  which  would 
itself  be  the  felony  but  for  some  other  cause.  If  it  were 
otherwise,  it  would  be  easy  in  a  case  of  manslaughter  to 
convict  a  person  of  an  assault  which  had  really  nothing  to 

m 

do  with  the  case,  by  merely  stating  it  in  the  indictment  as 
a  part  of  the  cause  of  the  death.  I  think  that  no  assault 
is  included  in  a  charge  of  manslaughter  which  does  not 
conduce  to  the  death  of  the  deceased,  although  the  death 
itself  be  not  manslaughter.    Here  the  surgeon  disconnects 
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thiB  assault  firom  the  death,  and  I  think,  therefore,  that  the         1342, 
prisoner  is  entitled  to  be  acquitted  altogether. 


Verdict — Not  guilty  (i). 
Carringttm  and  Allen,  for  the  prosecution. 
lAtdlow,  Serjt.,  and  F.  V.  Lee,  for  the  prisoner. 

[Attornies — E.  Garbett,  and  Brown,'] 

(b)  See   the   cases  of  Reg,  v.  George,  Id.  483  ;  Reg.  v.  Phelps, 

EiUs,  8  C.  &  P.  654;   Reg.  v.  ant^,  p.  180;  Reg.  v.  M'Phane, 

Nichols,  9  C.  &  P.  267  ;  Reg.  v.  ante,  p.  212,  and  Reg.  v.  Watkins, 

Gutteridge,  Id.  471 ;  Reg.  v.  St.  antd,  p.  264. 


RSGINA 

Crumpton. 


Regina  V.  Humphreys.  March  21it, 

X  HE  prisoner  had  been  committed  on  a  charge  of  having  if  the  grand 
burglariously  broken  into  the  house  of  William  Lloyd,  Esq.,  i"«M  or  sessions 
and  stolen  a  haddock.  K«*,ri'"°'^  * 

bill,  they  can* 

On  Saturday,  the  19th  of  March,  a  bill  of  indictment  no*  find  ano- 

*  .  ther  bill  against 

upon  that  charge  was  sent  before  the  grand  jury,  and  they  the  same  per. 
having  examined  all  the  witnesses  whose  names  were  on  J^roe^oifence 
the  draft  of  the  bill  except  two,  who  did  not  answer  when  '5  ^^*  ■■™*  "• 

*  '  sises  or  ses- 

called,  ignored  the  bill.  aions,  and  if 

On  Monday,  the  21st  of  March,  another  bill  of  indict^  be  sent  befora 
ment,  precisely  similar  to  that  ignored  on  the  previous  Jhouid^taka 
Saturday,  was  sent  before  the  grand  jury.  notice  of  it. 

The  Hon.  Thomas  Kenyon,  the  foreman  of  the  grand 
jury,  came  into  court,  and  asked  the  learned  Judge  what 
the  grand  jury  ought  to  do,  as  they  were  informed  that 
the  two  witnesses  who  were  absent  when  called  on  Satur- 
day were  now  in  attendance. 

Patteson,  J. — When  I  was  first  informed  of  this  matter 
by  the  proper  officer,  I  inclined  to  think  that  a  second  bill 
might  be  sent  before  you,bnt  on  furtherconsiderationi  think 

VOL.  I.  R  R  N.  p. 
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it  cannot.  If  the  grand  jury  at  the  assizes  or  sessaons  have 
ignored  a  bill^  they  cannot  find  another  bill  against  the 
same  person  for  the  same  offence  at  the  same  assizes  or 
sessions.  It  is  laid  down  in  the  books  of  practice  that  it 
cannot  be  done^  though  I  know  of  no  express  case  on  the 
subject ;  and  I  think  it  would  lead  to  great  inconvenience 
if  it  could  be  done.  I  think  that  you  ought  not  to  ignore 
this  second  bill  and  you  cannot  find  it,  and  that  the  proper 
course  is  for  you  not  to  take  any  further  notice  of  it. 


Begina  r.  Langford,  Palmer,  Phillips,  Powell,  and 

Palmer. 


I 


On  an  indict-      INDICTMENT  on  the  stat.  7  &  8  Geo.  4,  c.  80,  s.  8,  for 

ment  on  the 

staL7&8Geo.  feloniously  demolishing  a  house.    The  first  count  of  the 

fo/the  fcio- '  indictment  charged  that  the  prisoners  unlawfully,  riotously, 

lishin^^  ** h°**'  fcloniously,  and  tumultuously  assembled  together,  to  the 

by  rioting,  it  is  disturbance  of  the  public  peace,  and  that  being  so  assem- 

moiishing  of  blcd  they  feloniously,  unlawfully,  and  with  force  began  to 

heao^^^de-^  demolish  and  pull  down  the  dwelling-house  of  William 

stroycd  as  to  be  Palmer.     The  second  count  was  for  riotously  assembling 

no  longer  a  ...  tf  ^ 

house ;  and  the  and  feloniously  demolishing  and  pulling  down  the  house. 
rioters  left  a  I^  appeared  in  evidence  that  William  Palmer,  the  elder, 

ingTiU^mSTe**"  ^^^  ^^®^  ^^  ^^^  housc  iu  qucstion,  which  was  a  cottage, 
no  diflTerence.     for  fortv-fivc  ycars,  during  the  latter  part  of  which  time  he 

The  Stat.  7  &  .  . 

8  Geo.  4,  c.  30,  had  sufiered  his  son,  William  Palmer  the  younger,  to  oo 

?ng  given  anV  ^^PJ  *^  adjoining  cottagc,  which  also  belonged  to  him. 

whl"t'ihybea  ^*  further  appeared,  that  about  the  month  of  January, 

riot  within  the  1840,  William  Palmer  the  elder  lost  his  wife,  whereup(» 

enactment,  the  the  prisoner  Phillips,  who  had  married  his  daughter,  came 

deSn  o7a  "^^^  ^^  ^^  ^ud  Uvcd  with  William  Palmer  the  elder,  h» 

riot  must  be  re- 
sorted to,  and 

in  such  a  case,  if  any  one  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  be  terrified,  this  is  a  snffideDt  terror  and 
alarm  to  substantiate  that  part  of  the  charge  of  riot. 

If  persons  riotously  assemble  and  demolish  a  house,  realty  believing  that  it  b  tht  property  of 
one  of  them,  and  act  bond  fide  in  the  assertion  of  a  supposed  right,  this  will  not  be  a  felonious 
demolition  of  the  house  within  the  ataU  7  &  8  Geo.  4,  c.  80,  a.  8,  e? en  though  there  be  a  riot 
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inaintaixiiiig  himself ;  and  it  appeared  that  while  thej  lived 

t<^ether  it  if  as  agreed  between  them  that  the  old  man 

shonld  sell  the  cottage  to  Phillips^  bnt  should  continue  to 

Kve  in  it,  and  they  should  look  after  him  for  the  rest  of    Lanqford. 

his  Hfe.    No  writing  was  ever  signed  by  either  of  them, 

nor  was  any  money  paid.     The  old  man  was  asked  to  sign 

some  papers,  but  he  always  refused  to  do  so  unless  he  was 

paid  the  money.    After  some  time,  the  old  man  desired 

Phillips  and  his  wife  to  go  away,  and  upon  their  refusal 

summoned  them  before  a  magistrate,  who  refused  to  inter- 

fere.     The  old  man  then  took  advantage  of  Phillips  being 

absent  at  his  work,  about  twelve  miles  off,  and  with  the 

assistance  of  his  son  William  turned  his  daughter  Phillips 

and  her  children  and  furniture  out  of  the  cottage.     The 

next  day  all  the  four  prisoners  came  to  the  cottage  while 

the  old  man  and  his  son  William  were  there ;  they  thrust 

two  notices  through  the  window,  one  for  the  old  man,  the 

other  for  his  son  William,  and  demanded  possession ;  the 

old  man  refused  to  give  it,  and  then  Phillips  with  an  axe 

began  to  knock  down  the  end  of  the  cottage ;  he  knocked 

part  of  the  wood-work  against  the  old  man  and  drove  him 

back,  and  then  knocked  down  the  door  and  forced  his  way 

in ;  he  then  caught  the  old  man  by  the  collar,  and  said 

''  Come,  you  must  go  out  of  this  house."    The  old  man  did 

go  out,  and  the  prisoners  pulled  the  cottage  down  to  the 

ground,  with  the  exception  of  the  chimney.     The  prisoner 

Langford,  who  was  a  sheriff^s  bailiff,  asked  William  Palmer 

the  younger  what  he  would  give  them  not  to  pull  down 

the  wall  which  separated  the  two  cottages,  and  on  his 

refusal  to  give  anything,  Langford  said  to  Phillips,  "You 

may  do  what  you  like  with  your  own,  and  the  wall  may 

be  knocked  down."      The  old  man  stated  that  he  was 

fiightened. 

C  PhiUipSy  for  the  prisoners  Palmer,  Phillips,  and 
Powell. — I  submit,  that  there  was  in  this  case  no  riot,  and 
-that  it  is  at  the  most  a  civil  trespass.    It  is  essential  to  a 

rr2 


«M 


1842. 


Rkoima 

V, 

Lakovord* 


CASES  ON  THE 

riot  that  it  (Should  be  to  the  terror  and  alarm  of  her 
Mig^sty's  subfects,  but  here  the  only  person  that  was  at  aU 
alarmed  waa  the  old  man. 

Patteson,  J. — I  think  there  is  sufficient  evidence  to  go 
to  the  jury  as  to  the  riot. 

JV.  Johnstone  Neale,  for  the  prisoner  Langford.— ^I  mai^ 
mit  that  the  first  count  of  the  indictment^  which  is  te 
beginning  to  demohsh  the  house^  is  not  sustained,  aa  the 
prisoners  did  all  tiiat  they  intended  to  do^  and  were  not 
interrupted;  and  with  respect  to  the  second  count  for  ths 
actual  demolition  of  the  house^  I  submit  that  this  is  not 
proved,  the  house  not  being  demolished,  as  a  chunney  wn 
left  standing. 

Patteson,  J. — ^I  think  that,  as  the  cottage  was  desbx^wi 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  be  no  longer  a  house,  k  is  a  anfi- 
dent  demolition  within  this  statute.  It  can  never  be  said 
that  a  house  is.  not  demolished  because  a  few  stones  aire 
left  standing  one  upon  another. 

C.  Phillips,  and  fV.  Johnstone  Neale,  addressed  the  jury. 

Pattesom,  J.,  (in  summing  up). — ^The  stat.  7  &  8  Geo. 
4,  c,  30,  which  enacts,  ''thact  if  any  persons  rioUm^  and 
tumultuously  assembled  together  to  the  disturbance  of  the 
public  peace,  shall  unlawfully  and  with  force  demolidi,  pall 
down,  or  destroy,  or  begin  to  demc^h,  pull  down,  or  de- 
stroy ^*  '^  any  house,''  &c.,  shall  be  guilty  of  felony,  gives  no 
definition  of  what  is  a  riot;  it  is  therefore  necessary  to 
resort  to  the  common  law,  by  which  a  riot  is  defined  to  be 
"  a  tumultuous  disturbance  of  the  peace  by  three  persons  or 
more  assembling  together  of  their  own  authority,  with  sn 
intent  mutually  to  assist  one  another  against  any  who  shsll 
oppose  them  in  the  execution  of  some  enterprise  of  a  private 
nature,  and  afterwards  actually  executingthe  same  in  a  vio- 
lent and  turbulent  manner,  to  the  terror  of  the  people,  whe- 
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tber  the  set  intended  were  of  itself  lawful  or  nnlawftil  ^  (a).        I842. 

A  riot  must  be  attended  with  circumstances  of  terror  to 

the  people.    No  one  appears  here  to  have  been  alarmed 

but  the  old  man^  but  if  you  find  that  such  force  was  used 

by  the  prisoners  as  to  terrify  the  old  man^  I  think  that  in 

point  of  law  there  was  a  riot^  and  the  question  for  you  to 

consider  on  that  part  of  the  case  is^  whether  this  assembly 

was  attended  with  circumstances  of  alarm  and  terror  to  imy 

of  her  Majesty's  subjects^  for  if  it  waS)  I  think  that  it 

amounts  to  a  riot.    I  think^  also^  that  on  this  statute  a 

fblonious  demolition  of  a  house  can  only  be  where  a  num* 

ber  of  persons  begin  to  demolish  or  actually  demolish  the 

house  from  some  wrong  motive  or  other.     If  therefore 

you  believe  that  there  was  a  riot^  and  that  these  persons  to 

spite  the  old  man  did  that  which  the  witnesses  have  stated 

them  to  have  done^  it  is  a  felonious  demolition  of  the  house 

within  the  meaning  of  this  act  of  Parliament.    But  even 

if  there  was  a  riot^  if  you  believe  that  the  prisoners  really 

thought  that  it  was  young  Phillips^s  house^  and  that  they 

$d  all  this  bon&  fide  in  the  assertion  of  a  supposed  right, 

that  will  take  the  case  out  of  the  operation  of  the  statute, 

and  the  demolition  of  the  house  would  not  be  felonious, 

and  you  ought  to  acquit  the  prisoners. 

The  jury  found  all  the  prisoners  guilty  (4). 

Patth;son,  J. — I  shall  reserve  the  case  for  the  opinion  of 
the  Judges. 

J.  G.  PMllimore^  for  the  prosecution. 

O.  PkiUips,  for  the  prisoners  Palmer,   Phillips,   and 
Powell. 

fV,  Johnstone  Neale,  for  the  prisoner  Langford. 

[ Attornies — Downesy  and  Mansell,'] 

In  the  ensuing  term  the  case  was  considered  by  the 

(a)  1  Curw.  Hawk.  bk.  1^  ch.      Harris,  post,  p.  661 ;  and  Retina 
28,  p.  513.  V.  Simpsortt  post,  p.  669. 

(6)  See  the  cases  of  Regina  v. 
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1842. 


Regina 

V. 

Lanqpord. 


CASES  ON  THE 

Judges^  who  held  the  conviction  rights  their  Lordships  being 
of  opinion  that  the  house  was  ''demolished''  within  the 
meaning  of  the  stat.  7  &  8  Geo.  4,  c.  29^  s.  8^  and  that  in  a 
ease  of  riot^  it  was  a  sufficient  terror  and  alarm  if  any  of 
the  Qneen's  subjects  being  there  was  terrified. 


MONMOUTH  ASSIZES. 


{avU  Side.) 


BEFORE  MR.  JUSTICE  CRESSWELL. 


Where  a  de- 
fendant is  enti- 
tled to  plead 


Maund  v.  The  Company  of  Profribtors  of  thb  Mon- 
mouthshire Canal  Company. 

Trespass.— The  first  count  of  the  declaration  stated, 
that  the  defendants  broke,  damaged,  and  spoiled  diTcn- 
suS^K'"''  chains  with  which  certain  barges  or  boats  were  moored, 
may  under  that   ^^^  seized  the  boats  OT  bargcs,  and  broke  the  helm  or 

plea  go  into  any  *^     ' 

defence  that  ruddcr  of  One  of  the  barges  or  boats,  and  converted  the 

daily  pleaded,  samc  to  their  o>ifn  use.     Second  count,  that  the  defend- 

defenw'be"*"**  ^^^^  "  ^^ok  Certain  goods  and  chattels  of  the  plaintifi;'' 

founded  en-  ^^jj  converted  them  to  their  own  use.     Pleas — first,  to  the 

tirely  on  the 

statute,  or  part-  whoIc  declaration,  not  guilty ''by  statute;^'  and  second, 

tute*and* partly  ^o  the  first  couut,  a  plea  of  payment  into  Court  of  lOi, 

fence°  whou  ^*'  *^^  *^^*  *^®  plaiutiflF  had  sustained  no  greater  damage. 

independent  of  Replication  to  the  second  plea,  an  acceptance  of  the  KM. 

the  statute. 

Trespass  will  iu  fuU  satisfaction  of  the  causes  of  action  in  the  first 

lie  against  a  , 

corporation  ag-     COUUt. 

wt  done^b'  ***         ^^  appeared  that  on  the  26th  of  August,  1 841 ,  seven  boat 
their  agent        loads  of  coals,  together  with  the  boats  containing  them, 

within  the 

scope  of  his  au- 

thority,  and  in  such  an  action  it  is  not  necessary  to  shew  the  appoiatment  or  authority  of  tlie 

agent  under  the  seal  of  the  corporation. 
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were  distrained  as  they  lay  in  the  Monmouthshire  Canal         1342, 
for  a  sum  of  82/.  13*.  Id.,  the  amount  of  tolls  due  to  the      '^ — *'""^ 

.  .  ,  Maund 

defendants  from  a  person  named  Davis,  and  it  was  proved  0. 

that  on  the  6th  of  September  the  seven  boat  loads  of  coal     canal  Co. 
were  sold  by  the  direction  of  Mr.  Cooke,  the  chief  clerk  of 
the  company^  and  that  on  the  6th  the  barges  were  returned 
empty  to  the  plaintiff. 

Talfourd,  Serjt.,  for  the  defendants,  submitted  that  a 
corporation  aggregate  could  not  be  sued  in  trespass  for  an 
act  done  by  their  agent,  unless  an  authority  to  the  agent 
under  the  seal  of  the  corporation  were  given  in  evidence; 
and  that  at  all  events  it  was  necessary  to  shew  that  the 
agent  was  appointed  by  some  instrument  under  seal. 

Cresswell,  J. — I  will  give  you  leave  to  move  to  enter  a 
verdict  for  the  defendants  on  this  point  if  the  Court  above 
should  think  it  well  founded. 

Taifourdj  Serjt. — I  propose  to  shew  that  the  coals  were 
not  the  property  of  the  plaintiff,  but  belonged  to  a  person 
named  Davis,  and  that  they  were  distrained  for  toUs  due 
to  the  company  from  Mr.  Davis,  under  the  100th  section 
of  the  Monmouthshire  Canal  Company^s  act  (a),  which 
empowers  the  persons  who  are  authorized  to  receive  the 
tolls  to  distrain  any  boat^  vessel^  or  goods  for  arrears  of 
toll  due  from  the  owner  of  such  boat,  vessel,  or  goods. 

Ludlow,  Serjt.,  for  the  plaintiff. — There  is  no  plea  that 
the  plaintiff  was  not  possessed. 

Talfourd,  Serjt. — By  the  147th  sect,  of  the  Monmouth- 
shire Canal  Company's  act  (4)  it  is  enacted^  "  that  if  any 
action^  suit,  or  information  shall  be  brought  or  commenced 
against  any  person  or  persons  for  anything  done  or  to  be 

(a)  32  Geo.  3,  c.  102.  (6)  Id. 
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1842.  ^'^^^  ^  pursuance  of  this  act/'  '^  the  defendant  at  defend"* 

^*^^>^ — ^  ants  in  such  action  or  suit  shall  and  may  plead  the  general 

Maund  ,  , 

V,  iasne,  and  give  this  act  and  the  special  matter  in  eyidence 

Cahal'co.  a^  <^7  ^^  ^^  ^6  1^  thereupon,  and  that  the  same  was 


f} 


done  in  pursuance  and  by  the  authorily  of  this  act. 


Ltidlow,  Serjt. — The  question  whether  these  were  the 
plaintiffs  coals  or  not  can  have  no  relation  to  any  act  of 
Parliament;  and  if  it  was  to  be  denied  that  these  were  the 
plaintiff's  coals,  the  defendants  should  have  pleaded  that 
the  plaintiff  was  not  possessed  of  the  coals. 

CaESSWELL,  J.,  (having  conferred  with  Patteson,  J.) — 
My  Brother  Patteson  informs  me  that  fourteen  of  the 
Judges  had  a  meeting  to  settle  the  question  as  to  what 
could  be  given  in  evidence  under  the  plea  of  not  guilty 
''by  statute;"  and  he  tells  me  that  the  majority  of  the 
Judges  were  of  opinion  that  every  defence  that  could  be 
specially  pleaded,  whether  founded  entirely  on  the  statute 
or  partly  on  the  statute  and  partly  not,  or  if  it  was  a  de- 
fence wholly  independent  of  the  statute,  (as  here,  that  the 
property  in  question  was  not  the  property  or  in  the  possea- 
sion  of  the  plaintiff),  may  be  given  in  evidence  under  the 
plea  of  not  guilty  "  by  statute."  I  shall,  therefore,  receive 
the  evidence. 

The  evidence  was  given. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff. 

LudloWf  Serjt.,  and  F.  V.  Lee,  for  the  plaintiff. 

Tajfourd,  Serjt.,  R.  V.  Richards,  and  Whitmore,  for  the 
defendants. 

[Attornies — Freeman  4*  Co,,  and  Hioetyn,'^ 


In  the  ensuing  term,  Talfourd,  Serjt.,  applied  to  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  in  pursuance  of  the  leave  given 
at  the  trial,  and  obtained  a  rule  to  shew  cause  why  the 
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Tcirdict  shotild  not  be  entered  for  the  defendant^  whicli  rule 
was  after  argument  discharged^  the  Court  being  of  opinion 
that  an  action  of  trespass  was  maintainable  against  a  cor- 
poration aggregate  for  the  act  of  their  agent,  without 
shewing  any  appointment  or  authority  of  such  agent  under 
the  seal  of  the  corporation  (c). 


(«)  As  to  actions  of  trover 
against  corporations  aggregate, 
see  the  case  of  Yarborough  v.  The 
Bank  of  England,  16  East,  6 ;  and 
as  to  the  indictments  against  cor- 


porations, see  the  case  of  Beg,  v. 
The  Birmingham  and  Gloucester 
Railway  Co,,  2  G.  &  D.  236,  and 
9  C.  &  P.  469. 


1842. 
Maund 

V, 

Monmouth 
Canal  Co. 


Begina  V,  Brettel. 

XjARCENY. — The  prisoner  was  indicted  for  stealing  a 
pig,  the  property  of  Thomas  Barrett. 

When  the  prisoner  was  called  upon  to  plead,  Greaves, 
who  was  his  counsel,  stated  that  the  prisoner  had  been  tried 
and  convicted,  and  was  now  suffering  the  punishment,  for 
stealing  another  pig  of  the  prosecutor,  which  was  stolen  at 
the  same  time  as  the  pig  which  was  the  subject  of  the  pre- 
sent charge ;  and  he  suggested,  that  although  perhaps  a 
plea  of  autrefois  acquit  could  not  succeed,  yet  that  this  case 
bore  considerable  resemblance  to  that  oiRexy,  Jennings  [a), 


(a)  R.  &  R.  C.  C.  388.  In 
that  case  the  prisoner  had  heen 
convicted  of  manslaughter,  in 
killing  Mary  Cormack,  and  had 
received  the  benefit  of  clergy  for 
that  offence.  He  was  afterwards 
tried  and  convicted  of  manslaughter, 
in  killing  Mary  Ann  Condon,  the 
•ame  act  having  caused  the  death 
of  both.  Eleven  of  the  Judges 
held  that  ''  the  former  allowance 
of  clergy  protected  him  from  any 
punishment  on  the  second  verdict." 


It  appears  from  the  short -hand 
writer's  report  of  the  trials  (O.  B. 
Sess.  Pa.  1816,  p.  156,  229),  that 
the  prisoner  gave  a  woman  named 
Condon  something,  which  he  called 
composition  coal,  and  that  when 
she  put  it  on  the  fire  it  caused  an 
explosion,  by  which  the  two  chil- 
dren, Mary  Cormack  and  Mary  Ann 
Condon,  were  so  much  burnt  that 
they  died,  but  Mary  Ann  Condon 
did  not  die  till  after  the  trial  of  the 
prisoner  for  the  manslaughter  of 


Where  a  person 
stole  two  pigs 
belonging  to 
the  same  person 
at  the  same 
time,  and  after 
being  convicted 
and  punished 
for  stealing  one 
of  the  pigs,  was 
again  indicted 
at  a  subsequent 
assise  for  steal- 
ing the  other : 
— Held,  that 
this  might 
legally  be  done, 
but  temble,  that 
in  such  a  case 
the  second  pro- 
secution ought 
not  to  be  pro- 
ceeded with. 


BliETTBL. 
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1842.         where  the  death  of  two  persons  had  been  caused  by  the 
""^^^^""^      same  act ;  and  the  prisoner  having  been  tried  and  punished 
V.  for  manslaughter  in  the  one  case^  for  killing  the  one^  no 

judgment  was  given  against  him  on  a  second  conviction  for 
killing  the  other. 

Cresswell  J. — ^It  was  impossible^  there^  that  the  killing 
of  one  could  be  an  offence  identical  with  the  killing  of  the 
other. 

Greaves. — That  is,  therefore,  a  stronger  case  than  the 
present ;  but  I  have  no  objection  to  the  prisoner's  pleading 
not  guilty,  and  leaving  his  case  in  the  hands  of  the  Court. 

The  prisoner  pleaded  not  guilty. 

It  was  opened  by  A.  Wood,  for  the  prosecution,  that  the 
pig  which  was  the  subject  of  the  present  indictment  was 
stolen  from  the  prosecutor  at  the  same  time  as  the  pig  for 
the  stealing  of  which  the  prisoner  had  been  before  con- 
victed, but  that  the  former  had  not  been  found  till  aft^the 
prisoner  had  been  convicted  of  stealing  the  other  pig. 

Greaves. — I  admit  that  I  could  not  sustain  a  plea  of 
autrefois  acquit,  as  it  is  laid  down  by  Lord  Hale  (6),  that "  it 
hath  happened  that  a  man  acquitted  for  stealing  the 
horse  hath  yet  been  arraigned  and  convict  for  stealing  the 
saddle,  though  both  were  done  at  the  same  time/'  Still  I 
submit  that  it  is  a  case  for  the  consideration  of  the  Court. 

Ckesswell,  J. — ^I  remember  a  case  before  Baron  TFaod, 

Mary  Cormack.    This  case  seems  were  within  the  benefit  of  clergy ; 

to  have  been  decided  on  the  ground  but  the  law  on  this  subject  is  now 

that  a  party  having  had  the  benefit  entirely  altered  by  the  abolition  of 

of  clergy  was  thereby  discharged  the  benefit  of  clergy  by  the  stat. 

for  ever  of  that,  and  all  other  fela«  7  &  8  Geo.  4,  c.  28,  s.  6. 
nies  before  committed  by  him  that  (b)  2  H.  P.  C.  246. 
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where  a  prisoner  was  tried  and  acquitted  of  uttering  one        1542, 

forged  note^  and  afterwards  indicted  for  uttering  another 

note^  which  he  had  uttered  at  the  same  time  as  the  former 

one ;  and  Baron  Wood  held  that  it  might  be  done :  but  here 

the  prisoner  is  convicted  and  is  suffering  the  punishment 

for  stealing  one  pig,  and  therefore  I  think  that  it  would 

be  as  well  not  to  proceed  with  this  indictment. 

No  evidence  was  offered. 

Verdict — Not  guilty. 
A.  Wood,  for  the  prosecution. 

GreaveSf  for  the  prisoner. 

[Attomiea — T,  Addams  Williams^  and  Owen.^ 


Begina  V,  Charles  Jones. 

JuABCENY. — The  prisoner  was  indicted  for  stealing  a  The  piisoner, 
pig,  the  property  of  Bobert  Baker.  otherwise  in  the 

It  appeared  that  on  Saturday,  the  18th  of  December,  1841,  pro-fcutor's 

* -^  '' '  '  '    service,  was 

the  prosecutor  had  employed  the  prisoner  to  drive  six  pigs  employed  by 
from  Cardiff  to  Usk  fair,  which  was  on  the20th  of  that  month,  to  drive  six 
for  which  he  paid  the  prisoner  six  shillings.     The  prisoner  uf  *On°the  wly 
had  never  before  been  in  the  employ  of  the  prosecutor,  and  J?  left  one  at 

^    ''  ^  Mr.  M/s,  stat- 

had  no  authority  to  sell  any  of  the  pigs.     It  appeared  that  ing  that  it  waa 
on  Sunday,  the  19th  of  December,  the  prisoner  left  one  of  told  the  prose. 
the  pigs  at  Mr.  Matthews's,  of  Coedkemew,  to  be  kept  h^d  donVJ^! 
till  the  next  night,  sayinsc  that  it  was  too  tired  to  walk.  The  prosecutor 

°  "^      °        .  ,  _    _  told  the  pri- 

on Monday,  the  20th,  the  prisoner  told  the  prosecutor  at  soner  to  go  and 

Usk  that  he  had  left  the  pig  at  Mr.  Matthews's  because  it  j^ggp  ^^   {^^ 

for  him.     The 
prisoner  went 
to  Mr.  M.'s  and  sold  the  pig  to  Mr,  M.  : — Heldy  no  larceny, 
If  a  person  is  allowed  to  have  possession  of  a  chattel,  and  he  converts  it  to  his  own  use,  it  is 
not  larceny,  unless  he  had  an  intention  of  stealing  it  when  he  obtained  the  possession  of  it,  but 
if  he  has  merely  the  custody  of  a  chattel,  he  is  guilty  of  a  larceny  if  he  disposes  of  it,  although 
he  did  not  intend  to  do  so  at  the  time  when  he  received  it  into  his  custody. 


Rboina 

0. 
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1842  ^^  ^'^^ '  '^^  ^^^  prosecutor  then  desired  the  priaoner  t» 
call  at  Mr.  Matthews's  and  ask  him  to  keep  the  pig  for  him 
till  the  following  Saturday,  and  he  would  pay  him  for  the 

Jon  E8.  ^jjg  \ieef.  On  Tuesday,  the  21st,  the  prisoner  called  at  Mr. 
Mr.  Matthews^s,  and  sold  the  pig  to  Mr.  Matthews  for  a 
guinea;  and  on  Thursday,  the  33d,  he  told  the  proseeutor 
that  he  had  seen  the  pig  at  Mr.  Matthews's,  and  that  Mr. 
Matthews  would  keep  it  till  the  following  Saturday. 

Cresswbll,  J. — Is  this  a  larceny? 

Greaves,  for  the  prosecution. — ^The  difficulty  is,  that  the 
prisoner  did  not  sell  the  pig  at  the  time  he  left  it,  but  left 
it  because  it  was  tired,  and  sold  it  when  it  was  no  longer 
in  his  possession. 

Cresswell,  J. — ^There  is  no  evidence  that  the  prisoner 
had  any  intention  to  steal  the  pig  when  he  received  the  six 
pigs  to  drive. 

Greaves. — I  submit  that  that  is  not  necessary,  as  the 
prisoner  had  merely  the  custody  of  the  pigs,  and  that  if  he 
had  sold  one  of  the  pigs  on  the  road  it  would  have  been 
larceny.  In  the  case  of  Mejp  v.  MNamee  (a)  it  was  held, 
that  if  a  man  who  is  hired  to  drive  cattle  sell  them  it  is  a 
larceny,  although  it  be  found  by  the  jury  that  he  did  not 
intend  to  steal  the  cattle  at  the  time  he  took  them  into  bis 
charge,  because  he  has  only  the  custody  of  the  cattle,  and 
not  the  right  of  possession.  So  in  the  case  of  Regma  v. 
Harvey  {b),  where  the  owner  of  goods  employed  a  person 
not  in  his  service  to  take  them  to  a  particular  place,  shew 
them  to  a  customer,  and  bring  them  back,  but  did  not 
authorize  him  to  sell  them  or  leave  them  with  the  customer, 
and  he,  instead  of  taking  the  goods  to  the  place  specified, 
sold  them  for  his  own  advantage ;  it  was  held  that  this  was 

(a)  M.  C.  C.  363.  (b)  9  C.  &  P.  353. 
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a  larceny^  as  he  had  the  custody^  and  not  the  possession  of        1^42. 
the  goods. 

CkesswelLj  J. — ^The  Judges  appear  to  have  acted  lately 
on  a  very  nice  distinction.  If  a  man  is  allowed  to  have 
the  possesnon  of  a  chattel  and  he  converts  it  to  his  own 
usCj  it  is  not  larceny^  unless  he  had  an  intention  of  steal- 
ing it  when  he  obtained  the  possession  of  it,  but  if  he  has 
merely  the  custody  of  a  chattel^  he  is  guilty  of  a  larceny  if 
he  disposes  of  it,  although  he  did  not  intend  to  do  so  at  the 
time  when  he  received  it  into  his  custody.  Here,  it  appears, 
that  the  prisoner  left  the  pig  on  Sunday,  the  19th,  and  if 
nothing  more  had  appeared,  I  should  have  held  that  Mat- 
thews kept  it  merely  for  the  prisoner;  but  on  Monday,  the 
20th,  he  told  the  prosecutor  that  he  had  left  it  there,  and 
the  prosecutor  told  him  to  ask  Matthews  to  allow  the  pig 
to  remain  there  till  the  Saturday.  The  prosecutor  thus 
consented  to  Matthews  being  the  keeper  of  the  pig  for  him, 
and  therefore  his  custody  became  the  custody  of  the  prose- 
cutor, and  then  the  prisoner  goes  and  sells  the  pig  to 
Matthews  (a) »  I  think  that  the  prisoner  must  be  acquitted. 

Verdict — ^Not  guilty. 
Greave$,  for  the  prosecution. 

[Attorney — T.  Jonet  Phillips,'] 

(a)  See  the  cases  k/[  Reginav.      Beaman,  ante f^,  595;  and  Regina 
Ooodef  Bdte,  p.  582 ;    Regina  v.      v.  Evatu,  post,  p.  632. 
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1842. 

Regina  v.  Thomas  Jones. 

In  a  case  of  JjIGAMY.  —  The  prisoner  was  indicted  for  marrying 

pcar^^ihauhe  Sarah  Adams^  his  former  wife,  Ann  Jones^  being  alive, 
^'•f  °rd*i1r^        It  was  proved  that  the  first  marriage  was  in  the  year 

him  sixteen  1812,  and  the  second  in  the  year  1841. 
wwl^proved  by        It  appeared  that  the  prisoner  had  lived  for  about  twelve 

lhat'8he"had  *^^  years  with  his  first  wife,  and  that  she  left  him  sixteen  or 

known  him  for  seventeen  years  before  the  second  marriage :  and  it  was 

nine  years  hv-  "  ^  i  •  ' 

ing  as  a  single  proved  by  the  second  wife  that  she  had  known  the  prisoner 
she  irad  never  for  about  ten  years,  living  in  service  as  a  single  man,  and 
heard  of  the       ^|j^|.  gj^g  ncvcr  kncw  or  heard  that  he  had  a  former  wife, 

first  wife,  who  ' 

it  appeared  had  Jt  appeared  that  the  first  wife,  after  leaving  the  prisoner, 
seventeen  miles  went  and  lived  at  Abergavenny,  which  was  seventeen  or 
prisoner^esfd*   eighteen  miles  from  the  place  at  which  the  prisoner  lived. 

ed:  — ffeldf 
that  on  this 

evidence  the  Cresswell,  J. — I  think  that  the  prisoner  must  be  ac- 

t"be"acquifted  quitted.  By  the  22nd  section  of  the  stat.  9  Geo.  4,  c.  31, 
**"  I*'?  P«>y**o    it  is  provided  that  nothing  in  that  act  contained,  as  to  the 

contained  m  *  o  ' 

the  22nd  sect,     offcncc  of  bigamy,  shall  extend  "  to  any  person  marrying 

of  the  Stat. 

9  Geo.  4,  c.  31.  a  second  time  whose  husband  or  wife  shall  have  been  con- 
tinually absent  from  such  person  for  the  space  of  seven 
years  then  last  past,  and  shall  not  have  been  known  by 
such  person  to  be  living  within  that  time.''  Here,  it 
appears,  that  the  prisoner's  wife  has  been  absent  sixteen  or 
seventeen  years,  and  living  seventeen  or  eighteen  miles 
from  the  prisoner,  which  is  much  further  than  a  person  in 
his  situation  would  go,  and  the  second  wife  has  proved  that 
she  never  knew  or  heard  of  a  former  wife.  There  is  no 
proof  that  the  prisoner  knew  that  his  first  wife  was  living, 
and  in  the  absence  of  that  proof,  I  think  he  comes  within 
the  proviso. 

Verdict — Not  guilty. 
Crreaves,  for  the  prosecution. 

[Attorney — T.  Jones  Phillips,'] 
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GLOUCESTER  ASSIZES. 
{Civil  Side.) 

BEFORE    MR.   JUSTICE    PATTESON. 


Doe,  on  the  Demise  of  Morse,  r.  Williams. 
JCi  JECTMENT  to  recover  a  house  and  premises  situate  at  A  person  who 

.  ,   .  made  a  distress 

AlYington.  received  a  pa- 

On  the  part  of  the  plaintiflf  a  conveyance,  dated  in  the  pelsonTy  *** 
year  1819,  from  John  Williams,  the  late  husband  of  the  ^*»o"  a"5^o. 

•^  '  rity  he  dis- 

defendant,  was  put  in,  which  recited  that  a  term  of  1500  trained,  and 
years  had  been  granted  to  Thomas  Morse  by  way  of  it,  which  hc^** 
mortgage,  and  that  in  consideration  of  £170,  the  mort-  fJrooJj^dutrain- 
gage-money,  and  £30  interest  due,  John  WiUiams  granted  e^  on*    The 

.  ,  -.  -     ,         original  was 

the  premises  in  fee  to  Thomas  Morse.     It  appeared  that  loat.— Held, 
John  Williams  and  his  wife  (the  defendant)  and  Walter  den'ce  might  be 
Williams,  their  son,  all  resided  in  the  house  till  the  death  g»venof  itscon- 

'  '  tents,  without 

of  John  Williams  in  1837;  and  that  the  defendant  and  producing  or 
Walter  Williams  had  continued  to  reside  there  ever  since,  the  copy  |iven 
It  was  proved  that,  in  the  year  1836,  a  person,  who  was  distrained'on. 
called  as  a  witness,  had  received  a  paper  from  John  Morse,    ^  mother  and 

,  son  were  in 

the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff,  who  was  the  heir  and  devisee  of  possession  of  a 
Thomas  Morse  (who  was  then  dead),  and  that  the  witness  hou!e*a°decia- 
had  made  a  copy  of  the  paper,  which  copy  he  deUvered  ™^^****  *"  *J®*^^" 

*  "^  r  r     f  rj  ment  was  serv- 

to  Walter  Williams  and  at  the  same  time  seized  some  ed  on  the  son, 

1         n     •  1  1  .   1  1  •  1  wholetjudg- 

casks  of  cider  which  were  on  the  premises  now  sought  to  ment  go  by  de- 
be  recovered.     It  was  proved,  that  search  had  been  made  on*the*mother 
for  the  paper  delivered  by  John  Morse  to  the  witness,  and  w*»o  defended : 

,     ^  ^  •'  '  — //e/rf,thaton 

that  it  could  not  be  found.  the  trial  of  the 

ejectment 
against  the  mo- 

Orectves,  for  the  plaintiff,  proposed  to  give  parol  evidence  Jj *ned"copyVf 

of  its  contents.  *  judgment,  re- 

covered against 
the  son  by 
the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  for  use  and  occupation  of  the  house,  was  not  receivable  in  evidence. 
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1842.  Ludlow,  Serjt. — I  submit  that  that  cannot  be  done^  and 

that  the  copy  delivered  by  the  witness  to  Walter  Williams 
must  be  accounted  for  before  any  parol  evidence  can  be 
given. 

Greaves, — ^If  secondary  evidence  of  the  contents  of  a  do- 
cument be  admissible  at  all  parol  evidence  is  admissible. 
It  was  held^  in  the  cases  of  Broum  v.  Woodman  [a)  and 
Doe  d.  Gilbert  v.  Ross  (4),  that  there  are  no  degrees  in  se- 
condary evidence.  I  submit  that,  if  secondary  evidence 
be  admissible  at  all,  it  may  be  given  by  parol,  even  in  cases 
where  an  attested  copy  of  the  document  is  in  existence. 

Patteson,  J. — I  think  that  the  evidence  is  receiva- 
ble (c). 

The  evidence  was  given,  and  it  appeared  that  the  paper 
was  an  authority  signed  by  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  to 
distrain  on  the  goods  of  Walter  Williams,  for  £13  for  rent 
of  the  premises  in  question. 

It  appeared  that  a  declaration  in  ejectment  for  these 
premises  had  been  served  on  Walter  Williams  at  the  same 
time  that  the  declaration  in  the  present  ejectment  had  been 
served  on  the  defendant ;  and  that  he  had  let  judgment 
go  by  default. 

Greaves,  for  the  plaintiff,  proposed  to  put  in  an  ex- 
amined copy  of  a  judgment  recovered  by  the  lessor  of 
the  plaintiff  against  Walter  Williams,  for  use  and  occupa- 
tion of  these  premises. 

Ludlow,  Serjt. — ^As  Walter  Williams  is  no  party  to  this 
action,  I  submit  that  a  judgment  against  him  is  not  re- 
ceivable in  evidence  against  the  present  defendant. 

(a)  6  C.  &  P.  206.  learned  Judge  gave  Ludlow,  SerjU, 

(6)  7  Mee.  &  W.  102.  leave  to  enter  a  nonsuit  on  thu 

(c)  At  the  end  of  the  case  the      point,  but  no  motion  was  made. 
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Patteson,  J. — I  think  it  is  not  receivable.  1842. 

The  evidence  was  rejected. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff. 

Greaves  and  G.  Jones,  for  the  plaintiff. 

Ludlow,  Serjt.9  for  the  defendant. 

[Attomiee—  Croome  ^  Son,  and  HuUsJ] 


Reoina  v.  George  Purchase. 

Embezzlement.  —  The  indictment  stated  that  the  An  indict- 
prisoner,  on  the  15th  day  of  November,  1841,  at  &c.,  was  beaaiement, 
servant  of  Henry  Hodges,  and  did  then  and  there,  by  vir-  fn^'on^e  cou^^^^^^ 
tue  of  his  employment,  receive  the  sum  of  2/.  1*.  6rf.  on  ac-  ^*»f '  ^*"*>>"  "^J 

,  .  calendar  moning 

count  of  his  master,  and  that  the  said  G.  P.  afterwards,  the  prisoner 

and  within  the  space  of  six  calendar  months,  to  wit,  on  the  ^^^^^  laying  a 

16th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  did  receive  ^l^l^^^^J^' 

the  further  sum  of  2/.  3^.  on  account  of  his  master;  and  and  that,  "on 

the  several  days 

that  the  said  G.  P.  afterwards,  and  within  the  space  of  six  aforesaid/'  the 
calendar  months  from  the  day  first  aforesaid,  to  wit,  on  the  bezaie^ these 
17th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  did  receive  8ums»»«.bad, 

•^  '  ^  '  because  it  does 

the  further  sum  of  2/.  \8,  on  account  of  his  master ;  and  not  shew  that 
that  the  said  G.  P.  ''  on  the  several  days  aforesaid,  in  the  embezzled 
year  aforesaid,  to  wit,  at  the  parish  aforesaid,  in  the  county  Months"?  each 
aforesaid,  the  said  several  sums  of  money,  respectively  re-  other;  and  this 

objection  ought 

ceived  by  him  on  each  of  those  days  as  aforesaid,  feloni-  to  be  taken  on 
ously  did  embezzle."     And  so  the  jurors  do  say  that  the     *w"hefher 
said  G.  P.  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid  feloniously  did  ***'^f®  *?*  °^ . 

"^  embezzlement 

steal  the  said  several  sums  of  money,  against  the  form  of  can  be  charged 

aa.       M,  A.   t.      o-  ***  ^^^  count  in 

tne  statute,  &C.  an  indictment, 

qucere ;  but  the 
correct  course  is  to  put  each  charge  of  embezzlement  into  a  separate  count. 
Where  a  prisoner  in  a  case  of  felony  has  in  the  absence  of  his  counsel  pleaded  to  an  indict- 
ment which  is  objectionable  on  demurrer,  the  Judge  will,  on  the  application  of  the  prisoner's 
counsel,  allow  the  prisoner  to  demur  before  the  evidence  is  gone  into. 

In  a  case  of  embezzlement,  if  the  prisoner  demurs  to  the  indictment,  and  the  demurrer  be 
decided  against  him,  he  may  still  plead  over  to  the  felony  and  take  his  trial. 

VOL.  I.  8  S  N.  P. 
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1342.  The  prisoner  had  pleaded  to  this  indictment. 


RXOIMA 

V. 

PUKCHASK. 


Greaves,  for  the  prisoner^  stated  that  he  had  not  seen 
the  indictment  before  the  prisoner  had  pleaded  to  it^  and 
he  proposed  to  take  objections  to  it  before  the  evidence 
was  gone  into. 

Patteson,  J. — ^I  think  that  you  ought  to  demur  or  move 
in  arrest  of  judgment  as  to  any  defects  on  the  face  of  the 
record.  Objections  of  that  kind  cannot  properly  be  con* 
sidered  on  a  case  reserved  for  the  opinion  of  the  Judges^ 
as  some  of  them  may  be  afterwards  called  upon  to  decide 
the  question  upon  a  writ  of  error. 

Greaves. — Cases  have  on  some  occasions  been  reserved, 
where  the  objection  has  appeared  on  the  face  of  the  re- 
cord— of  which  the  case  of  Rejp  v.  Birchefumgh{a)  is  an  in- 
stance ;  but  in  other  cases  the  Judges  would  not^  upon  a 
case  reserved^  go  into  objections  that  were  on  the  face  of 
the  record  [b).  It  is  not  easy  to  discover  how  cases  first 
came  to  be  reserved  for  the  opinion  of  the  Judges;  but  the 
earliest  reserved  cases  which  are  reported  seem  to  have 
been  so  reserved  by  consent  of  both  sides^  and  some  of  the 
earliest  are  cases  on  special  verdicts^  which  were  argued 
before  all  the  Judges  by  consent. 

Patteson^  J. — Although  the  Judges  are  consulted,  the 
judgment  is  merely  that  of  the  single  Judge  who  tried  the 
prisoner  (c). 

Greaves. — Some  doubt  may  perhaps  exist  as  to  whether 

(fl)  M.  C.  C.  477.    There  the  lony,  and  the  Judges  held  that  thit 

prisoner  had  pleaded  in  har  of  an  was  not  a  good  plea  in  bar  to  the 

indictment  which  charged  him  with  second  indictment 
a  felony,  as  accessory  before  the  (b)  See  the  case  of  Reg,  v.  Over- 

fact,  that  he  had  been  acquitted  on  ton,  post,  p.  655. 
an  indictment  which  charged  him  (c)  See  the  case  of  Rex  v.  Parrfff 

as  an  aider  and  abettor  in  the  fe-  7  C.  &  P.  836. 
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the  prisoner  coiild  plead  over  to  the  felony  in  this  case,  if        1342. 
the  demurrer  be  decided  against  him. 


Patteson,  J. — I  think  that  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
prisoner  may  plead  over  to  the  felony,  if  the  demurrer  be 
decided  against  him. 

Greaves. — ^Will  your  Lordship  allow  me,  on  the  part  of 
the  prisoner,  to  demur  now  ? 

Pattbson,  J. — ^I  have  conferred  with  my  Brother  Cress- 
well,  and  we  think  that  you  ought  to  take  the  objection 
by  demurrer. 

Greaves,  for  the  prisoner. — I  shall  demur :  and  I  submit 
that  on  demurrer  this  indictment  is  bad, — first,  because 
it  charges  three  offences  in  one  count.  It  is  clear,  that, 
at  common  law,  that  would  be  a  fatal  objection ;  and  the 
stat.  7  &  8  Geo.  4,  c.  29,  s.  48,  only  authorizes  the  insertion 
of  three  offences  in  the  same  indictment,  and  that  must  be 
in  the  ordinary  course  by  inserting  three  counts.  Second- 
ly, I  submit  that  it  does  not  appear  by  this  indictment 
that  the  three  offences  were  committed  within  six  calendar 
months;  for,  although  it  is  alleged  the  money  was  re^ 
eeived  within  six  calendar  months,  there  is  no  allegation  that 
it  was  embezzled  within  six  calendar  months ;  and  the  al- 
legation, that  the  money  was  embezzled  '*  on  the  several 
days  aforesaid,'^  would  be  proved  by  shewing  an  embezzle- 
ment at  any  time :  in  declarations  in  limited  jurisdictions, 
wherever  time  and  place  are  alleged,  there  is  an  allegation 
''  within  the  jurisdiction  aforesaid  /'  and  so  here  it  ought 
to  have  been  expressly  alleged  that  the  embezzlement 
was  within  six  calendar  months.  Thirdly,  the  indictment 
charges  h  joint  stealing  on  three  several  and  different  days. 

A.  M.  Skinner,  for  the  prosecution. — I  submit  that  the 
indictment  is  sufiBcient.      It  is  like  the  case  of  larceny, 

s  82 


Reoina 

V. 
PuftCHASB. 
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1842.        where  the  taking  of  seyeral  chattels  is  included  in  the  same 
count  of  the  indictment. 


Rboina 

9. 
JPUKCUASB. 


Greaves, — In  larceny  you  can  only  charge  in  one  count 
the  taking  of  goods  which  are  all  stolen  at  the  same  time. 
The  legislature  must  be  taken  to  hare  used  the  word  ''  in- 
dictmenf  in  its  correct  legal  signification^  and  would  hare 
used  the  word  '^  counf  if  they  had  intended  three  charges 
to  have  been  inserted  in  the  same  count. 

Fatteson^  J. — ^It  is  clear  that  this  indictment  is  bad 
at  common  law;  for  although  you  might  chaise  twenty 
felonies  in  the  same  indictment^  and  there  would  be  no 
ground  of  demurrer  on  account  of  such  joinder^  yet  a 
practice  has  prevailed^  where  there  is  more  than  one  felony 
charged  in  an  indictment^  to  make  the  prosecutor  elect 
on  which  he  will  proceed.  This  indictment  would  be  bad^ 
not  on  the  ground  that  three  separate  felonies  are  in- 
cluded in  one  county  but  on  the  ground  that  the  words 
'^  against  the  form  of  the  statute''  cannot  be  applied  to 
one  charge  any  more  than  to  another.  I  was  of  that  opin- 
ion in  the  case  of  Regina  v.  Jeyes^  tried  before  me  at 
Warwick.  Then  if  the  indictment  is  bad  at  common  law^ 
the  question  is^  whether  it  is  good  under  the  stat.  7  &  8 
Geo.  %  c.  29.  In  the  case  oi Regina  t.  Jeyea  there  was  no 
allegation  that  the  subsequent  offences  were  committed 
within  six  calendar  months  of  the  first  offence^  and  I  held 
that  it  was  necessary  to  allege  that  all  the  three  offences 
were  committed  within  six  calendar  months.  The  ques- 
tion then  is,  whether  that  averment  is  contained  in  the 
present  indictment.  The  words  of  the  48th  sect,  of  the 
stat.  7  &  8  Geo.  4,  c.  29  are,  that  ^^  it  shall  be  lawful  to 
charge  in  the  indictment  and  proceed  against  the  offender" 
,  for  three  offences.  It  may  be  argued  that  the  words  ''  to 
proceed '*  are  the  effective  words  of  the  act,  and  were 
pointed  at  the  previous  practice.  I  am  not  at  all  sure  that 
it  may  have  been  intended  to  allow  three  distinct  acta  of 


Regina 
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embezzlement  to  be  charged  in  one  and  the  same  connt,        IM2, 
bnt  for  the  purpose  of  this  argument  I  will  assume  that 
that  may  haye  been  so*    Now  here  the  words  "  within  six  ». 

calendar  months^'  are  inserted  in  this  indictment;  but  if 
we  look  at  the  act  of  Parliament^  the  offence  is  not  the 
receipt  of  the  money  but  the  embezzlement  of  it^  and  there 
must  be  some  averment  that  the  three  acts  of  embezzle- 
ment were  within  six  calendar  months.  Now  in  this  in- 
dictment these  expressions  are  pointed  only  to  the  receipt 
of  the  money ;  and  unless  the  words,  that  the  prisoner  "  on 
the  several  days  aforesaid ''  embezzled  the  three  sums,  con- 
fine the  prosecutor  to  prove  the  three  acts  of  embezzlement 
within  six  calendar  months,  I  do  not  see  how  this  indict- 
ment can  be  sustained.  Now,  do  these  words  tie  up  the 
prosecutor  so  that  he  could  not  succeed  unless  he  proved 
that  the  three  embezzlements  were  within  six  calendar 
months?  It  is  clear,  that,  if  the  money  was  received  in 
1840  and  embezzled  in  1841,  more  than  six  months  after- 
wards, the  prisoner  might  be  convicted  on  this  indictment. 
There  is  nothing  to  prevent  evidence  being  given  of  the 
monies  having  been  received  early  in  1840,  and  an  em- 
bezzlement then,  and  another  embezzlement  in  the  month 
of  January,  1841,  and  a  third  in  October  following.  I 
think  therefore  the  indictment  is  bad,  and  my  Brother 
Cresswell  agrees  with  me  in  that  opinion.  It  is  the  safest 
course  to  have  three  separate  counts ;  because,  even  if  there 
were  no  allegation  of  their  being  within  six  calendar  months, 
the  only  effect  would  be  that  the  prosecutor  would  be  put 
to  his  election.  The  prisoner  must  be  dismissed,  and  dis- 
charged from  this  indictment. 

Demurrer  allowed. 

A.  M.  Skinner,  for  the  prosecution. 

Greaves,  for  the  prisoner. 

[Attomies — Beaton,  and  Browne,'] 
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1842. 


{Crown  Side!) 


BEFORE    MB.   JUSTICE    CBESSWELL, 


In  a  case  of 
rape,  a  person 
to  whom  the 
prosecutrix 
made  a  com- 
plaint very 
recently  after 
the  offence,  as 
she  was  on  her 
way  home, 
may  be  asked 
whether  she 
named  "  a  per- 
son "  as  hav- 
ing committed 
the  offence,  but 
not  whote  name 
she  mentioned. 


Beoina  v.  Osbobne. 

JvAPE.— The  prisoner  was  indicted  for  ravishing  Eliza 
Juggins. 

From  the  evidence  of  the  prosecutrix  it  appeared  that 
very  soon  after  the  commission  of  the  offence^  and  as  she 
was  returning  home^  she  had  complained  to  Mrs.  Partridge : 
and  to  confirm  this  part  of  the  case  Mrs.  Partridge  was 
called,  and  Cripps,  for  the  prosecution,  asked  her  whether 
the  prosecutrix  made  any  complaint,  and  was  directed  to 
answer  "yes''  or  "  no;"  and  on  her  answering  "yes,*'  she 
was  then  asked  whether  the  prosecutrix  named  any  par- 
ticular person. 


Greaves,  for  the  prisoner. — If  that  question  be  guarded 
by  directing  the  witness  to  answer  "  yes 
unobjectionable. 


"  or  "  no/'  it  is 


Crebswell,  J.,  directed  the  witness  to  answer  "  yes" 


or  "  no." 


The  witness  answered  "  yes ;"  and  Cripps  then  proposed 
to  ask  her  whose  name  was  mentioned  by  the  prosecutrix. 


Greaves. — I  submit  that  the  question  cannot  be  put.  The 
name  is  one  of  the  particulars  of  the  prosecutrix's  complaint, 
and  the  rule  is,  that  the  fact  of  a  complaint  having  been  made 
is  evidence,  but  not  the  particulars  of  it.  The  fact  of  the 
complaint  is  admissible,  as  shewing  that  the  prosecutrix 
was  then  a  complaining  party ;  and  it  is  only  for  the  pur- 
pose of  corroborating  her  that  the  complaint  is  evidence  at 
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all :  and  it  was  so  laid  down  by  Baron  Parke  in  the  case  of 
Regina  v.  Gutieridffe  {a) .  And  in  the  case  of  Rex  v.  Wink  (i), 
it  was  held  by  Mr.  Justice  Patteson,  that  a  person  who  had 
been  robbed  might  be  confirmed  as  to  the  fact  of  a  com- 
plaint by  the  evidence  of  a  constable  to  whom  he  made  it^ 
but  that  the  constable  could  not  be  asked  what  the  name 
of  the  person  was  whom  the  prisoner  had  mentioned.  The 
name  is  not  only  a  particular^  but  in  some  cases  (as  where 
the  question  turns  on  identity)  a  most  important  particular 
of  the  prosecutrix's  statement. 


1842. 


Reoina 

V. 
GSBORNB* 


Cripps,  for  the  prosecution. — I  submit  that  this  com- 
plaint is  receivable  in  evidence  as  part  of  the  res  gestae. 
The  complaint  was  made  very  soon  after  the  offence  was 
committed,  and  as  the  prosecutrix  was  on  her  way  home. 
If  the  complaint  had  been  made  at  the  place  at  which  the 
offence  occurred  it  would  have  been  clearly  evidence  as 
part  of  the  res  gestae  {c). 


Cresswell,  J. — The  distinction  is  perhaps  rather  fine, 
but  I  think  that  the  case  oiAveson  v.  Kinnaird  (d)  is  not  ap- 
plicable to  the  present  case,  and  that  this  statement  of  the 


(fl)  9  C.  &  P.  471. 

\b)  6  C.  &  P.  397. 

(c)  See  the  case  of  Rex  v.  Fos^ 
ter,6C.&:  P.  325. 

(d)  6  East,  188.  In  that  case, 
which  was  an  action  hy  a  hushand 
on  a  policy  of  insurance  on  the  life 
of  his  wife,  declarations  of  the  wife, 
made  hy  her  when  lying  in  hed, 
apparently  ill,  stating  the  had  state 
of  her  health  at  the  period  of  her 
going  to  Manchester  (whither  she 
went  a  few  days  hefore,  in  order  to 
he  examined  hy  a  surgeon,  and  to 
get  a  certificate  from  him  of  good 
health,  preparatory  to  the  making 
of  the  insurance)  and  her  appre- 
hensions that  she  could  not  live  ten 


days  longer,  by  which  time  the  po- 
licy would  he  returned,  were  held 
to  be  admissible  in  evidence  to  shew 
her  opinion,  who  best  knew  the 
fact  of  the  ill  state  of  her  health,  at 
the  time  of  effecting  the  policy, 
which  was  on  a  day  intervening 
between  the  time  of  her  going  to 
Manchester  and  the  day  on  which 
such  declarations  were  made  ;  and 
particularly  after  the  plaintiff  had 
called  the  surgeon  as  a  witness  to 
prove  that  she  was  in  a  good  state 
of  health  when  examined  by  him 
at  Manchester,  his  judgment  being 
formed  in  part  from  the  satisfactory 
answers  given  by  her  to  his  in- 
quiries. 


Rboina 

9. 
OSBORNV. 
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1842.  prosecutrix  does  not  form  part  of  the  res  gestse.  K  the 
prosecutrix  had  been  under  suffering,  a  surgeon  might  have 
examined  her ;  and  this  state  of  her  feelings  might  be  evi- 
dence,  but  what  she  said  about  another  person  would  stand 
on  very  different  ground.  What  the  prosecutrix  said  at 
the  time  of  the  committing  of  the  offence  would  be  re- 
ceivable in  evidence  on  the  grounds  that  the  prisoner  was 
present  and  the  violence  going  on ;  but  if  the  violence  was 

over  and  the  prisoner  had  departed,  and  the  prosecutrix 
had  gone  on  running  away,  crying  out  the  name  of  the 
person,  it  would  not  be  evidence.  I  think  that  the  case  of 
Bex  Y.  Wink  is  a  direct  authority  on  the  point ;  but  I  own 
that  my  mind  is  not  convinced  as  to  the  latter  part  of  the 
case,  as  it  seems  to  me  to  be  rather  too  refined  a  distinc- 
tion to  prevent  the  name  from  being  mentioned,  and  yet 
to  permit  it  to  be  asked  whether,  in  consequence  of  what 
was  said,  the  witness  apprehended  a  particular  person.  I 
think  you  ought  not  to  go  so  far  as  that;  and  that  the 
question,  ^^  whose  name  was  mentioned,^'  ought  not  to  be 
asked. 


The  question  was  not  put. 


Verdict — Guilty. 


Cripps,  for  the  prosecution. 
Greaves,  for  the  prisoner. 

[Attornies — Lediard,  and  SmaUridge,] 
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Reoina  V,  Macarthy. 


M- 


.URDER. — The  prisoner  was  indicted  for  the  wilful  Aprisoner'a 
murder  of  William  Edward  Hopper.  to  postpone  a 

trial  for  mur- 
der, on  an  affi- 

C.  Watson,  for  the  prisoner,  moved  to  postpone  the  trial  ^»*»'  ^*"c*» 

,  ,  .  BtAted  that  one 

on  an  affidavit^  which  stated  that  a  witness  who  was  present  of  the  witnesses 
at  the  transaction^  and  who  was  bound  over  to  appear  at  cution,  who  had 
these  assizes  and  give  evidence  against  the  prisoner,  was  o*e"to**""** 
not  in  attendance,  and  that  it  was  material  for  the  prisoner  "^  '^e  assizes, 
that  this  witness  should   be  cross-examined  by  the  pri-  that  on  croU- 
Boner^s  counsel.     The  aflSdavit  did  not  state  that  any  en-  fhaTwitnesT 
deavour  had  been  made  on  the  part  of  the  prisoner  to  ^°^*^  ^^T*  *"*• 

*  *  terial  evidence 

procure  his  attendance.  for  the  pri- 

soner i—Ueldf 

that  this  was 

Greaves,  for  the  prosecution,  stated  that  it  was  not  known  '"^"^"for 
where  the  witness  was,  and  that  on  the  part  of  the  prose-  postponing  the 
cution  inquiries  had  been  made  for  him,  but  in  vain.  shewing  that 

any  endeavour 
had  been  made 

Cresswell,  J.  (having  conferred  with  Patteson,  J.) —  on  the  part  of 
I  at  first  inclined  to  think  that  there  was  no  ground  for  procure  the 
postponing  this  trial,  as  no  one  on  the  part  of  the  prisoner  J^njance  *« 
had  done  any  thing  in  order  to  secure  the  attendance  of  ^**5  P'»o"«f 

•^  might  necessa- 

this  witness ;   but  upon  my  conferring  with  my  Brother  Hiy  expect, 
Patteson,  he  pointed  out  to  me  that  the  witness  having  beeln  bounT*"* 
been  bound  over  to  appear  here,  the  prisoner  might  rea-  J^^uVappear. 
sonably  expect  that  he  would  appear,  and  we  are  both  of 
opinion  that  it  was  therefore  not  necessary  that  the  pri- 
soner should  have  endeavoured  to  procure  the  attendance 
of  the  witness.     The  trial  must  therefore  be  postponed. 

Trial  postponed. 
Greaves,  for  the  prosecution. 

C.  Watson  and  A.  M.  Skinner,  for  the  prisoner. 

[Attornies — Bush,  and  />a^.] 
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SURREY  SPRING  ASSIZES,  1842. 


B£FOBE  MB.  BARON  ALDEA80N. 


DiBKS   V.    RiCHABDS. 

A.  left  a  pic-      Detinue  for  a  picture.     Plea,  Non  detinet,  and  that 

ture,  which  was  ^  '^ 

his  property,  in  the  plaintiff  was  not  possessed  &c. 

c^  who  was  an  It  appeared  that  in  the  month  of  June,  1841,  the 
wwlrcom^^  plaintiff,  in  company  with  a  friend  of  his,  (A.  B.),  took  the 
with  A.  when     picture  to  the  defendant,  who  was  an  auctioneer,  and  A,  B. 

he  went  to  Cs        .,,  i-.^..!-!  i  -i  /» 

rooms  with  said  that  the  plaintiff  wished  to  leave  it  there  for  a  short 
owed*  c!'5b,  time,  and  it  was  left  accordingly,  with  the  consent  of  the 
and  had  ad-       defendant.     In  June  the  plaintiff  wished  to  have  it  back, 

vanced  A.  some  '^ 

money  upon       and  offered  to  pay  for  the  warehouse-room,  which  the  de- 

the  picture  in 

question.  When  fcudaut  Said  was  5«.,  but  he  did  not  demand  any  sum. 
picture  back  *'  Subsequently,  on  some  dispute  arising  as  to  sending  the 
f^d't*"*^  ^^}  P^c^^r®  home,  the  plaintiff  wrote  a  formal  request  for  it, 
the  warehouse  and  received  an  answer  that  the  defendant  would  not  deli- 
the  cost  of  keep-  vcr  it  up  until  £S  owing  to  him  from  A.  B.  were  repaid. 
wm5#*  but 'that  There  was  evidence,  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  that  the 
he  would  not       plaintiff  had  said  that  A.  B.  had  advanced  him  (the  plain- 

dehver  it  up  un-    *  ^  ^  *        ^ 

less  he  was  paid  tiff)  £10  upou  the  picture ;  and  also  that  A.  B.  had  said 
addition  to  that    &t  the  auctiou-rooms  that  the  picture  was  his  own. 

sum  : — Held,  a 
waiver  of  the 

demand  for  Alderson,  B.,  in  summing  up. — There  are  two  questions 

room,  and  that  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^®  •  ^^^>  who  had  the  property  in  the  article,  the 

detinue  would  plaintiff  or  his  friend ;  and  secondly,  whether  there  was  any 

c.  for  the  value  illegal  detention  of  it  by  the  defendant.     The  evidence  as 

of  the  picture,  ,  i..ii../*.t  * 

without  any  fur-  to  the  property  being  in  the  plaintiff  does  not  appear  to  be 
for*the^cost°of *^  much  coutradictcd  by  the  defendant's  witnesses.     Then  as 

keeping  it. 


HOME  SPRING  CIRCUIT,  5  VICT. 


627 


to  the  detention.  If  the  defendant  had  refused  to  deliver 
up  the  picture  unless  the  warehouse-room  for  it  were  paid^ 
he  was  justified  in  his  refusal ;  but  he  does  not  do  so.  The 
plaintiff  offers  to  pay  what  the  defendant  should  demand 
for  that.  The  defendant  makes  no  demand^  but  refuses  to 
return  the  painting  unless  £8,  due  from  another  person^ 
were  paid  him.  This  seems  to  me  a  waiver  of  any  other 
demand  for  warehouse-room,  and  I  think,  therefore,  that 
the  subsequent  detention  was  illegal. 


1842. 


Dirks 

9. 

Richards. 


Verdict  for  plaintiff,  52/.  lOs.  for  the  value  of 
the  picture,  and  Is.  damages  (a). 


(a)  The  cases  which  bear  on 
this  point  are  those  of  Scarfe  v, 
Morgan^  4  M.  &  W.  270;  Boards 
man  v.  Sill^  1  Camp.  410,  n. ; 
and  Knight  v.  Harrison  (a  MS. 
case,  K.  B.,  10  Dec.  1 823,  reported 
in  Saunders  on  Pleading  and  Evi- 
dence, p.  641).  Boardman  y.Sill 
was  an  action  of  trover,  for  brandy 
which  was  deposited  in  the  defend- 
ant's cellars,  and  which,  when  de- 
manded, he  had  refused  to  deliver 
up,  saying  it  was  his  own  property. 
At  that  time  certain  warehouse  rent 
was  due  to  the  defendant  on  ac- 
count of  the  brandy,  of  which  no 
tender  had  been  made  to  him.  Lord 
EUenboroughf  C.  J.,  was  of  opinion 
that,  as  the  brandy  had  been  de- 
tained on  a  different  ground  to  that 
of  no  tender  for  the  warehouse- 
room,  and  as  there  had  been  no 
demand  of  warehouse  rent,  the 
defendant  must  be  taken  to  have 
waived  his  lien.  In  Knight  v.  Har- 
rison, as  cited  in  Scarfe  v.  Morgan, 
the  plaintiffs  brought  trover  for  100 
pieces  of  calico ;  the  defendant  was 
a  commission  agent  at  Manchester, 
and  bought,  as  agent  of  Moravia  & 
Co.,  London,  of  the  plaintiffs  at 
Manchester,  1500  pieces  of  calico. 


to  be  paid  for  by  a  bill  drawn  by 
the  plaintiffs  on  Moravia  &  Co.  The 
calico  was  delivered  to  the  defend- 
ant on  the  2nd  of  October;  on  the 
4th  of  October,  Moravia  &  Co. 
stopped  payment.  The  plaintiffs  ap- 
plied to  the  defendant  for  the  goods 
then  in  his  hands,  and  the  defend- 
ant, at  first,  promised  to  return 
them,  they  not  having  been  drawn 
for,  but  he  afterwards  said  he  would 
not  deliver  them,  as  it  was  doubt- 
ful whether  he  could  safely  do  so. 
The  plaintiffs  obtained  an  order  from 
Moravia  &  Co.,  and  shewed  the 
order  to  the  defendant,  on  which  he 
said  he  would  not  give  up  the  goods 
until  Moravia  &  Co.  had  paid  his 
general  balance,  the  amount  of 
which  he  did  not  state.  The  plain- 
tiffs demanded  the  goods,  and  ten- 
dered an  indemnity,  but  the  defend- 
ant refused  to  accept  it.  It  was  con- 
tended for  the  defendant,  first,  that 
he  had  a  general  lien  for  his  whole 
balance ;  secondly,  that  he  had  alien 
for  £49,  the  amount  of  expenses  in- 
curred by  him  in  getting  the  goods 
glazed  :  but  Abbott,  C.  J.,  said — 
"The  defendant  had  no  lien  for 
his  general  balance  as  against  the 
plaintiffs,  since,  at  the  time  of  the 
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I^tt  and  Hance,  iw  plaintiflT. 

Thesiger  and  Montagu  Chambers,  for  defendant. 

[Attornies — F,  B,  Svuthy  and  Hembery,'] 


Afterwards  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  was  moved  for  a 
new  trials  and  the  rule  was  refused.    It  was  said  by 

Maule^  J. — '^  The  defendant's  conduct  amounts  to  say- 
ings ^'I  do  not  recognize  you  as  the  person  who  deposited 
the  picture  with  me ;  if  I  did  I  should  only  charge  for  the 
warehouse-room^  but  the  picture  came  here  from  Mr.  A.  B. 
He  thus  sets  up  a  claim  inconsistent  with  the  claim  of  the 
plaintiff.  This  is  clearly  a  waiver  of  his  lien  with  respect 
to  the  plaintiff.'* 


demand y  he  insisted  on  having  his 
general  balance,  and  did  not  name 
his  particular  lien,  but  made  too 
large  a  claim  :   he  is   precluded 


from  setting  it  up  now,  for  if  he 
had  relied  upon  that  now,  it  is 
most  probable  the  plaintifia  would 
have  paid  it." 


SUSSEX  SUMMER  ASSIZES,  1842. 

{Civil  Side.) 


BEFORE  LORD  ABINOER,  C.  B. 


Begina  V,  Reuben  Marneb. 

An  insolvent,     INDICTMENT  against  the  defendant,  on  the  99th  sect 
FriudilfemiJ      <>f  *^e  8t»t-  1  ^  2  Vict.  c.  110  (fl),  fof  wilfulIy  Omitting  a 

omitting  sums 

of  money  from  his  special  balance  sheet,  is  not  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  under  the  99ih  tecL  of 
the  Stat  1  &  2  Vict,  c*  110,  as  that  enactment  only  applies  to  cases  where  the  omitdon  wosUl 
affect  the  interest  of  creditors,  and  not  where  it  is  an  omission  of  money  receiTed  and  sulise- 
qucntly  expended  by  the  insolvent. 

(a)  The  act  for  abolishing  arrest  on  mesne  process  in  civfl  actionsi 
except  in  certain  cases. 
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sum  of  money  from  his  schedule.    The  indictment  charged        1342. 
that  the  defendant  was  a  prisoner  for  debt,  in  actual  cus-      'r-'- — ' 

^  ,  Rbgtna 

tody  within  the  walls  of  the  gaol  of  Horsham,  and  being  v. 

so,  he  signed  a  certain  petition  to  the  Court  for  the  Belief 
of  Insolvent  Debtors  in  England  for  his  discharge;  ^^  and 
that  the  said  R.  M.,  so  being  and  continuing  such  prisoner 
as  aforesaid,  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  15th  day  of  June, 
in  the  year  aforesaid,  at  Horsham  aforesaid,  in  the  county 
aforesaid,  signed  a  certain  schedule,  purporting  to  contain, 
amongst  other  things,  a  full,  true,  and  perfect  account  of 
all  his  estate  and  effects,  real  and  personal,  in  possession, 
reyersion,  remainder,  and  expectancy,  and  purporting,  also, 
to  contain  a  balance  sheet  of  so  much  of  his  receipts  and 
expenditures,  and  of  the  items  comprising  the  same,  as 
was  required  by  the  said  Court  for  the  Relief  of  Insolvent 
Debtors  in  that  behalf;  ^^  and  that  the  defendant  filed  his 
petition  in  the  Insolvent  Debtors^  Court ;  and  that  on  the 
18th  of  June,   1841,  a  certain  order  of  the  said  Court 
"  was  duly  made,  vesting  all  the  real  and  personal  estate 
and  effects  of  the  said  R.  M.,  both  within  this  realm  and 
abroad,  except  the  wearing  apparel,  bedding,  and  other 
such  necessaries  of  him,  the  said  R.  M.,  and  his  family, 
and  the  working  tools  and  implements  of  him,  the  said 
R.  M.,  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole,  the  value  of  £20,  in 
Samuel  Sturgis,  of  Lincoln's-Inn-Fields,  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  gentleman,  provisional  assignee  of  the  estates 
and  effects  of  insolvent  debtors  in  England,  his  successors 
and  assigns/'  And  "  that  at  a  certain  Court  for  the  Relief 
of  Insolvent  Debtors,  holden,  to  wit,  on  the  17th  day  of 
July,  1841,  to  wit,  at  Horsham  aforesaid,  in  the  county 
aforesaid,  before  T.  B.  B.,  Esq.,  then  being  one  of  the 
commissioners  of  the  said  Court  for  the  Relief  of  Insolvent 
Debtors,  the  said  R.  M.,  so  being  and  continuing  such 
prisoner  as  aforesaid,  then  and  there  came  before  the  said 
T.  B.  B.,  so  being  such  commissioner  as  aforesaid,  to  be 
dealt  with  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  statute  in  such 
case  made  and  provided ;  and,  on  that  occasion,  the  said 
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1842.  schedule  was  then  and  there  produced  and  shewn  to  him, 
the  said  R.  M.,  and  he,  the  said  R.  M.,  was  duly  sworn  and 
did  take  his  corporal  oath  upon  the  holy  Grospels  of  God, 
before  the  said  T.  B.  B.,  so  then  being  such  commissioner 
as  aforesaid,  and  having,  as  such  commissioner  as  aforesaid, 
competent  power  and  authority  to  administer  the  said  oath 
to  the  said  B.  M.  in  that  behalf,  that  the  contents  of 
that  his,  the  said  B.  M/s,  schedule,  and  all  and  every  part 
thereof  respectively,  were  true.  And  the  jurors  aforesaid, 
upon  their  oath  aforesaid,  do  farther  present,  that  the  said 
B.  M.,  not  regarding  the  statute  in  such  case  made  and 
provided,  and  with  intent  to  defraud  the  creditors  of  him, 
the  said  B.  M.,  did,  to  wit,  on  the  day  and  year  last  afore- 
said, at  Horsham  aforesaid,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  wil* 
fully  and  fraudulently  omit  in  his  said  schedule,  so  sworn 
to  as  aforesaid,  certain  effects  of  him,  the  said  B.  M.,  that 
is  to  say,  a  certain  sum  of  57/.  149.  5(/.,  being  the  amount 
of  a  certain  cheque,  made  and  drawn  by  G.  T.  P.,  Esq.,  on 
Messrs.  C.  &  Company,  of  No.  8,  Austin-Friars,  London^ 
for  payment  of  the  sum  of  57/.  149.  5d.  to  the  said 
R.  M.  or  bearer  on  demand,  and  which  said  sumi  of  money 
was  received  by  him,  the  said  B.  M.,  on  the  6th  day  of 
October,  1840 :  a  certain  other  sum  of  15/.  159.,  received 
by  the  said  B.  M.  of  one  W.  P.  on  the  24th  day  of  Octo- 
ber, 1840:  a  certain  other  sum,  &c.,  [stating  each  sum, 
and  from  whom  and  when  received],  against  the  form  of  the 
statute  in  such  case  made  and  provided.  And  so  the  jurors 
aforesaid,  upon  their  oath  aforesaid,  do  say,  that  the  said 
B.  M.  did,  to  wit,  on  the  day  and  year  last  aforesaid,  at 
Horsham  aforesaid,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  with  intent  to 
defraud  his  creditors,  wilfully  and  fraudulently  omit  in  his 
said  schedule,  so  sworn  to  as  aforesaid,  the  said  several 
sums  of  money  hereinbefore  mentioned  to  have  been 
received  by  him,  in  contempt  of  our  Lady  the  Queen,*'  &c., 
against  the  form  of  the  statute  &c. 

It  was  opened  by  Creasy,  for  the  prosecution«^That 


Rbqina 


Marner. 
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the  omissions  which  were  charged  against  the  defendant         1^42. 
were  those  of  certain  sums  of  money  which  had  been 
received  by  him  prior  to  the  date  of  the  vesting  order,  and  ». 

which,  in  accordance  with  the  69th  section  of  the  stat. 
1  &  2  Vict.  c.  110,  should  have  been  inserted  in  the  spe- 
cial balance  sheet  which  had  been  filed  by  the  defendant : 
there,  however,  they  had  been  omitted.  He  submitted, 
that  the  special  balance  sheet,  by  the  very  terms  of  the 
statute,  constituted  a  part  of  the  schedule  (the  truth  of 
which,  and  of  every  part  of  which,  the  defendant  had 
verified  upon  oath) ;  and  he  submitted,  therefore,  that  the 
omissions  (if  wilful  and  fraudulent)  rendered  the  insolvent 
indictable  for  a  misdemeanor,  under  the  110th  section 
of  the  statute. 

Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — I  do  not  think  this  indictment 
will  lie  under  the  circumstances.  The  special  balance-sheet 
is  (as  it  were)  a  mere  memorandum  of  the  insolvent's 
receipts  and  disbursements  for  the  guidance  of  the  Court, 
and  a  man  should  not  be  held  thus  criminally  responsible 
for  errors  therein.  The  consequence  of  such  an  interpre- 
tation of  the  110th  section,  as  would  be  necessary  for  the 
purposes  of  this  prosecution,  would  be  to  make  a  highly 
penal  clause  apply  to  cases  possibly  of  no  intentional  firaud, 
and  of  comparatively  trifling  inaccuracy.  The  section 
appears  to  me  to  apply  to  cases  only  where  the  omission 
would  affect  the  interests  of  creditors,  and  not  where  it  is 
a  mere  omission  of  money  received  and  subsequently  ex- 
pended by  the  insolvent.  I  think  that  the  defendant  must 
be  acquitted. 

Verdict — Not  guilty. 

Creasy,  for  the  prosecution. 

Shee,  Serjt.,  and  J.  /.  JohnsoHy  for  the  defendant. 

[Attomies — F,  A,  Lockf  and  G.  R,  Goodman,"] 
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OXFORD  SUMMER  CIRCUIT,  1842. 


BEFORE  LORD  CHIEF  JUSTICE  TINDAL  AND  MR.  JUSTICE 

ERSKINE. 


ABINGDON  ASSIZES, 
{Oroum  Side,) 


BEFORE  MR.  JUSTICE  ERSKINE. 


A.  delivered  a 
waistcoat  to  the 
prisoner  to 
uke  to  E.  R. 
to  be  washed. 
The  prisoner 
delivered  it  to 
E.  R.  as  his 
own.     E.  R« 
having  washed 
it  returned  it  to 
the  prisoner, 
who  converted 
it  to  his  own 
use.  The  Judge 
left  it  to  the 
jury  to  say, 
whether  the 
prisoner,  at  the 
time  he  receiv* 
ed  the  waist- 
coat from  A., 
had  an  inten- 
tion of  stealing 
it,  for  that  it 
was  no  larceny 
if  at  that  time 
he  had  not  an 
intention  of 
stealing  it 


Begina  v.  Charles  Evans. 

XjARCENY. — The  prisoner  was  indicted  for  stealing  a 
waistcoat^  the  property  of  Joseph  Johnson. 

It  was  proved  by  the  prosecutor^  that  he^  on  the  81st 
of  May^  1842^  gave  the  waistcoat  into  the  hands  of  the 
prisoner  to  take  to  Eliza  Rose  to  have  it  washed ;  and  it 
was  proved  by  Eliza  Rose  that  the  prisoner  brought  the 
waistcoat  to  her  to  be  washed^  at  the  same  time  telling  her 
it  was  his  own ;  and  she  further  stated  that  she  washed 
the  waistcoat  and  delivered  it  to  the  prisoner  on  the  5th 
of  June ;  and  it  was  also  proved  that  the  prisoner^  when 
he  was  apprehended^  told  the  constable  where  to  find  it. 

Tyrwhiit,  for  the  prosecution,  referred  to  3  Inst.  107  (a). 


(a)  Lord  Coke  there  lays  down, 
that,  *'  if  a  bale  or  pack  of  mer- 
chandize be  delivered  to  one  to 
carry  to  a  certain  place,  and  he 
goeth  away  with  the  whole  pack, 
this  is  no  felony ;  but  if  he  open  the 
pack  and  take  any  thing  out  animo 
furandi,  this  is  larceny.  Likewise 
if  the  carrier  carry  it  to  the  place 


appointed,  and  after  take  the  whole 
pack  animo  furandi,  this  is  larceny 
also;  for  the  delivery  had  taken 
its  effect,  and  the  privity  of  the  bail- 
ment is  determined."  See  the  cases 
of  Reg,  V.  Goorde,  ante,  p.  582 ; 
Reg,  v.  Beaman^  ante,  p.  595,  and 
Reg.  V.  C.  Jones^  ante,  p.  611. 
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Erskine^  J. — I  think  that  the  prisoner's  getting  back 
the  waistcoat  from  Eliza  Rose  was  no  larceny^  because  he 
delivered  it  to  her  as  his  own;  he  must^  therefore^  be  taken 
to  have  converted  it  to  his  own  use  before  he  delivered  it 
to  her.  There  is^  however^  one  question  on  which  the  case 
must  go  to  the  jury. 

The  prisoner  was  called  on  for  his  defence. 

Erskine^  J.^  left  it  to  the  jury  to  say  whether  the  pri- 
soner^ at  the  time  when  he  received  the  waistcoat  from  the 
prosecutor^  had  an  intention  of  stealing  it^  for  that  if^  at 
that  time^  he  had  not  an  intention  of  stealing  it^  he  was 
entitled  to  be  acquitted. 

Verdict — Not  Guilty.  The  foreman  of  the 
jury  adding, — "  We  find  that  the  prisoner 
had  no  intention  to  steal  the  waistcoat 
at  the  time  when  he  received  it  from  the 
prosecutor.'' 

Tyrwhitif  for  the  prosecution. 

[Attorney — Roberts,'] 


VOL.  I.  T  T  K.  f , 
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CAISES  OK  THE 


1842. 


WORCESTER  ASSIZES. 


{Crotvn  Side.) 


BEFO&B  LORD  CHllSF  JUSTICE  TINDAL. 


An  indictment 
for  robbery, 
which  charges 
the  prisoners 
with  having 
a89aulted  G.  P. 
and  H.  P.,  and 
stolen  2s.  from 
G.  P.  and  U. 
Arom  H.  P.,  is 
correct,  if  the 
robbing  of  G.  P. 
and  H.  P.  was 
all  one  act ; 
and  if  it  were  so, 
the  counsel  for 
the  prosecution 
win  not  be  put 
to  elect. 


Regina  t7.  GiDDiNs  and  Two  Others. 

XlOBBERY. — The  indictanent,  which  consisted  of  only 
one  count,  charged  the  four  prisoners  with  assaulting 
George  Pritchard  and  Henry  Pritchard,  and  stealing  from 
George  Pritchard  two  shillings,  and  from  Henry  Pritchard 
one  shilling  and  a  hat,  on  the  14th  of  May,  1842^  at  Old 
Swinford. 

It  appeared,  at  the  time  of  the  transaction,  George  and 
Henry  Pritchard  were  walking  together,  when  the  pri- 
soners attacked  and  robbed  them  both. 

F,  V.  Lee,  for  the  prisoners^  submitted  that  the  counsel 
for  the  prosecution  should  be  put  to  elect  which  he  would 
go  upon,  as  the  assaulting  and  robbing  Gteorge  Pritchard 
and  the  assaulting  and  robbing  Henry  Pritchard  were  dis- 
tinct felonies. 


TiNDAL,  C.  J. — I  think  that  the  counsel  for  the  prosecu- 
tion is  not  to  be  put  to  elect.  It  is  all  one  act  and  one  entire 
transaction:  the  two  prosecutors  were  assaulted  and  robbed 
at  one  and  the  same  time ;  and  there  was  no  inter?al  of 
time  between  the  assaulting  and  robbing  of  the  one  and 
the  assaulting  and  robbing  of  the  other.  If  there  had 
been,  the  felonies  would  have  been  distinct ;  but  that  is 
not  so  in  the  present  case. 


The  counsel  for  the  prosecution  was  not  put  to  his  elec- 
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tion^  and  evidence  was  given  as  to  the  entire  transac-         1842. 
tion.  ^— -— ' 

Reoina 

The  jury  found  all  the  prisoners  Guilty.  ». 

GiDDINS. 

* 

Whitmore,  for  the  prosecution. 
F.  V.  Lee^  for  the  prisoners. 

[Attomies^-iZ^frerfv,  and  Corter,'] 


{Civa  Side.) 

BEFORE  MR.  JUSTICE  EBSKINE. 


Oreswolde  V.  Kemp. 

I)eBT,  on  the  stat.  2  &  3  Edw.  6,  c.  13,  for  the  treble  On  the  trial  of 
value  of  predial  tithes  not  set  out.    Plea,  Nil  debet,  ''  by  debt  for  the 
statute"  («).  ^:^^ 

the  plaintiff  had 
'  pttittd  the  ^efeAdtot's  occupation  of  the  land,  the  subtraction  of  thei  tithe,  its  single  value,  and 
\'\\mi  lithe  had  been  previously  paid  in  respect  of  land  encroached  from  the  same  common. 

The  defendant  called  witnesses  to  prove  exemption  from  tithe  by  reason  of  the  barrenneia 
oof  the  land  vr^Heid^  that  although  in  the  re-examination  of  a  witness  for  the  plaintiff,  a  ques- 
tion had  been  asked  as  to  the  fertility  of  the  land,  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  adduce  eTidence 
Sti  reply  to  disprove  the  defence. 

Where  copies  of  a  private  act  of  Parliament,  printed  by  the  Queen's  printer,  are  made  eyi- 

dence,  a  defendant's  counsel  at  Nisi  Prius  cannot  make  an  objection  founded  on  that  act  a 

ground  of  an  application  for  a  nonsuit,  if  the  act  has  not  been  given  in  evidence  on  the  part  of 

the  plaintiff,  because  it  is  not  an  act  to  be  "  judicially  noticed,"  and  is  only  before  the  court  when 

'  ^veo  ife  eTidence. 

(a)  By  the  stat  21  Jac.  1,  c.  4,  the  stat   2  &  3  Edw.   6,  c.  13, 

'  8.  4,  in  any  action  against  any  per-  for   the    treble   value    of   predial 

-'8on  for  any  offence  against  the  form  tithes  not  set  out,  was  a  penal  ac- 

.  of  any  penal  law,  defendants  may  tion  within  the  stat  21  Jac.  1,  c.  4, 

jplead  the  general  issue  that  they  are  g.  4;   and  that  the  new  rules  of 

not  guilty,  or  that  they  owe  nothing,  pleading  not  applying  to  such  cases, 

'  and  give  special  matter  in  evidence;  the  plea  of  nil  debet  is  still  a  good 

and  in  the  case  of  Earl  Spencer  v.  plea  ra  such  an  action.     See  the 

Swannell,  3  Mee.  &  W.  154,  it  was  case  of  Maund  v.  Monmouthshire 

held  that   an   action  of  debt  on  Canal  Co,,  ante,  p.  606. 

T  T  2 


Okxswolob 
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1842.  I^  appeid*ed  that  the  tithes  not  set  out  had  arisen  in  the 

year  1840,  from  lands  first  cultivated  in  that  year  after 
If.  they  had  been  inclosed  frcmi  Yardley  Wood  Common ;  and 

on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  evidence  was  given  of  the 
defendant's  occupation  of  the  lands,  and  of  his  taking  off 
the  crop  without  setting  out  the  tithe,  and  that  the  single 
value  of  the  tithe  was  4/.  ISs,  4d,  It  was  also  proved,  on 
the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  that  tithe  had  been  paid  in  respect 
of  lands  encroached  from  the  same  common  when  it  was 
inclosed.  And  some  of  the  plaintiff's  witnesses  were 
cross-examined  as  to  the  land  on  which  the  defendant's 
crop  grew  having  been  barren ;  upon  which,  in  re-exami« 
nation,  some  questions  were  put  as  to  its  fertility. 

72.  V.  Richards  applied  to  the  learned  Judge  to  nonsuit 
the  plaintiff,  on  the  ground  that  the  land  in  question  had 
been  part  of  Yardley  Wood  Common,  which  had  been 
inclosed  under  a  private  Act  of  Parliament,  8  Will.  \ 
c.  xvii,  and  he  proposed  to  shew,  that,  by  the  provisions  of 
that  act  of  Parliament,  the  tithes  were  commuted. 

Ludlowy  Seijt.,  Tyrwhitt,  and  Sdfe,  for  the  plaintiff.-^ 
That  act  of  Parliament  cannot  be  made  a  ground  of  non- 
suit, as  it  is  not  in  evidence.  It  is  not  a  local  and  personal 
act  of  Parliament,  to  be  "judicially  noticed"  (A),  but  a 
private  act,  in  which  it  is  enacted  (c),  "  that  this  act  shall 
be  printed  by  the  several  printers  to  the  King's  most 
excellent  Majesty  duly  authorized  to  print  the  statutes  of 
the  United  Kingdom ;  that  a  copy  thereof,  so  printed  by 
any  of  them,  shall  be  admitted  as  evidence  thereof  by  all 
judges  and  justices." 

Erskine,  J. — I  cannot  entertun  the  argument  for  a 
nonsuit,  as  this  act  of  Parliament  is  not  in  evidence. 

{h)  See  the  case  o(  Forman  v.  Dawes^  ante,  p.  127. 

(c)  By  sect  73. 
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On  the  part  of  the  defendant^  witnesses  were  called  with        1342. 
a  view  of  shewing  that  the  land  was  *'  barren,"  and  thus    q™^J^_ 
exempt  from  tithe,  under  the  5th  section  of  the  stat.  2  &  8 
£dw.  6,  c.  5, 


9. 
KXHF. 


In  answer  to  this  defence,  Ludlow,  Serjt.,  for  the  plain- 
tiff, proposed  to  adduce  evidence  in  reply. 

R,  V.  Bichards,  for  the  defendant. — ^A  plaintiff  cannot 
divide  his  evidence  which  is  to  answer  the  defendant's 
case,  he  must  give  it  all  in  the  first  instance,  or  abstain  from 
giving  any  in  the  first  instance,  and  adduce  the  whole  of  it 
as  evidence  in  reply  :  that  was  held  in  the  case  of  Broume 
V.  Murray  [d).  Here,  the  plaintiff^s  counsel,  in  the  re- 
examination of  their  witnesses,  asked  some  questions  as  to 
the  fertility  of  the  land,  and  the  plaintiff,  having  elected  to 
enter  on  that  part  of  his  case  by  anticipation,  cannot  now 
go  into  the  rest  of  it  in  reply  to  the  defendant's  evidence. 


Ludlow^  Serjt. — The  defence  founded  on  the  barrenness 
of  the  land  is  open  to  the  defendant  on  the  plea  of  nil 
debet  («),  without  any  special  plea ;  and  the  plea  of  nil  debet 
gives  the  plaintiff  no  sort  of  notice  as  to  what  line  of 
defence  is  intended  to  be  taken  (/). 


(rf)  R.  &  M.  N.  P.  C.  254. 

(«)  In  the  case  of  Lord  Sehea  v. 
Powell,  6  Taimt.  297,  it  was  held 
that,  in  an  action  of  this  kind,  the 
onus  of  proving  that  the  land  is 
barren  lies  on  the  defendant. 

(/)  In  the  principal  case  the 
plea  of  nil  debet  did  not  inform  the 
plaintiff  what  defence  the  defend- 
ant insisted  on.  One  test,  whether 
plaindflTis  entitled  to  call  witnesses 
in  reply  to  the  defendant's  proofs, 
seems  to  be  whether  the  intended 
defence  was  disclosed  by  the  plea. 
For  without  such  plea,  or  (as  it 
seems  in  some  cases  without  notice 


to  the  plaintiff)  dehors  the  plea, 
he  cannot  be  reasonably  called  on 
to  give  contradictory  evidence  by 
anticipation  of  proof  which  the  de- 
fendant might  never  give,  or  which, 
if  given,  the  plaintiff  could  not 
foresee.  In  Reet  v.  Smith,  2  Stark. 
N.  P.  C.  31,  the  defendant,  having 
pleaded  two  justifications  in  tres- 
pass, gave  evidence  in  support  of 
them,  and  hor^ Ellenboroughy9o\x\6, 
not  permit  plaintiff  to  give  general 
evidence  in  contradiction,  saying, 
**  As  a  general  rule,  a  case  is  not  to 
be  cut  into  parts  but  where  it  is 
known  what  the  question  in  issue 


CASfeS  Off  THE 


£mscm,  J.  (stopping  the  pliiiitiff's 
tint  tlie  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  go  into 


>  Serjt.^  declined  to  call  his 


—I  think 
in  replj. 


Verdict  ftr  the  plaintiff. 


Lm0ttmt,  Seijt.,  1)frwhUt,  and  Selfe,  for  the  plaintiff. 
it  l\  Bkk&r^  Ktkd  Whoteky,  for  Ae  defimdant. 

[Attomiei — CkaUoci,  and  LeeJJ 


'I 


■ » 


•ifi 


Ia  tlMMiswUig tenpoi  ILV.Bichards  applied  to  the  Cooxj^ 
'  £s3ch«quer  for  a  new  trifd,  but  the  Court  .refused,  a 


rmks 

is»  il  QiiHl  bt  met  at  once.*'  Since 
vKich*  vK«f«  seTtral  iKuea  are' 
jaui«d»  and  ^  affinoative  of  aome 
of  ilMNtt  M  on  Uit  defeadan^  the 
|Mnictic«  teens  to  have  been  to 
suffer  the  plaihtiffto  coatroTeirt  the 
defendant  s  proafr  of  thein»  partieu- 
kriy  if  they  ar«  of  wy  dMael 
matter  coUateral  to  the  oause  of 
action^  and  if  the  negatireofihem 
required  no  proof  ftom  the  plaintiff 
in  the  first  inttaace.  But  in  the 
case  of  A:«i9r  ▼.  iimik^H  4  C.  & 


u 


P.  59b.  Where,  in  an  actiorl  }Sit 
%oirk  1^  UlMta*  for  a  hoSiilei^s  lAI, 
flunrejon  had  boen  eatt^  for  thf 
defeodao^t,  to  prove  tha^  i^  the  ;e^ 
1831  they  surveyed  the  wortc,  and 
that,  in  their  jadgment,  the  chiirgn 
were  £190  totf  mndi,  it/i^as  held 
that  a  letter  iioa  the  defrndmtfi 
attorney,  stating  that  the  work  had 
been  surveyed  in  1829,  and*  diat 
tiie  charges  were  oomidered  lobe 
£eO  too  nncK  waa  aoC  admfwMe 
as  evidence  in  reply. 


OXFORD  SUMMER  CIRQUIT,  6  VICT. 


{Ciml  Side.) 


BEFORE  LORD  CHIEF  JUSTICE  TINDAL. 


P 


Reoina  v.  Parkeh^  Esq. 

EBJURY. — The  first  count  of  tlie  indictment  stated  a.,  in  an  affl- 
that,  on  the  14th  of  September,  1809,  a  commission  of  he'hid  ptid"* 
bankruptcy  was  issued  against  the  defendant,  and  that,  on  ai*  «*»«  debts 

proved  under 

the  11th  of  November,  1841,  in  a  newspaper  called  the  Staf-  his  bank- 
fordshire  Gazette  was  published  a  letter,  which  was  set  out.  I^o^as"^*^ 
[This  letter  was  signed  Wm.  Stonier,  which  stated  inter  ^^i^** J»e  ex- 

*-  o  '  plained.     On 

alia  that  a  person  had  been  put  into  the  commission  of  the  «"  indictment 

for  perjury  on 

peace,  and  had  accumulated  great  wealth,  but  whose  debts  this  affidavit, 
the  writer  was  informed  were  not  yet  paid,  and  reflected  on  gi^nments  of" 
the  person  so  appointed.]     And  that  the  defendant  in-  ^^^^l^^^f* 
tending  to  injure  one  William  Stonier,  and  to  cause  the  paid  all  the 
Court  of  Queen^s  Bench  to  grant  a  rule,  calling  on  the  unde*r  his  bank- 
said  William  Stonier,  John  Vickers,  and  Joseph  Stringer  [wo*.andanother 
rthe  proprietors  of  the  Staffordshire  Gazette]  to  shew  that  certain  ere- 

...  .  .    ,  ditors  [naming 

cause  why  a  criminal  information  should  not  be  exhibited  them]  besides 

the  exceoted 

against  them  for  publishing  certain  libels,  and  to  put  the  two,  were  not 
said  William  Stonier  to   costs   and  charges  in  shewing  ^^J^JJ)^^"  ^^t  if 
cause  against  the  said  rule,  came  before  William  Button,  the  first  assign- 

.     .  n  1       •  1       •  1     mentofper- 

a  commissioner  &c.,  having  competent  authority  to  ad-  jury  were  too 
minister  the  oath,  and  falsely  &c.  did  depose,  swear,  and  fefen^da'nt  * 

should  have 
demurred  to  it,  and  that  although,  by  the  generality  of  its  form,  the  prosecutor  was  not  pre- 
cluded from  proving  the  nonpayment  of  other  creditors  besides  those  named,  yet,  as  names 
were  stated  in  the  other  assignment  of  perjury,  it  was  reasonable  to  presume  that  the  defend- 
ant would  suppose  that  they  were  the  persons,  the  nonpayment  of  whose  debts  was  to  be  relied 
on,  and  that  in  fairness  the  prosecutor  ought  not  to  go  into  evidence  of  the  nonpayment  of  any 
other  creditors  than  those  named. 

In  support  of  this  indictment  several  creditors  were  called,  who  each  proved  the  nonpayment 
of  his  own  debt : — Heldf  that  this  was  not  sufficient  to  warrant  a  conviction,  and  that  as  to  the 
non-payment  qfeach  debit  it  was  necessary  to  have  the  evidence  of  two  witnesses,  or  of  one  wit- 
new,  and  such  corroborative  testimony  as  is  equal  to  the  testimony  of  a  second  witness. 
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1842.  make  affidavit  in  writings  amongst  other  things,  in  snb- 
stance  as  follows.  The  affidavit  of  the  defendant  was  set 
out  in  this  count  of  the  indictment  with  innuendoes.  It  set 
forth  the  before*mentioned  letter  of  Mr.  Stonier^  and  stated 
that^  in  the  year  1809,  the  defendant  became  bankrupt 
and  passed  all  his  examinations,  and  obtained  his  certifi- 
cate, which  was  allowed  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  in  1810: 
and  that  the  debts  proved  against  the  estate  of  the  de- 
fendant '^  amounted,  to  the  best  of  his  the  said  in^ilUam 
Parker's  recollection,  to  about  the  sum  of  £1000; '^  tiiat  the 
assets,  after  paying  all  expenses,  realised  only  sufficient  to 
pay  his  creditors  U,  Sd.  in  the  pound;  that,  in  May,  1828, 
having  by  his  industry  and  success  in  trade  acquired  the 
means  of  paying  all  his  creditors,  he  caused  to  be  inserted 
for  three  successive  weeks,  in  three  newspapers,  a  notice 
requesting  all  persons,  who  had  proved  debts  against  his 
estate,  to  transmit  the  particulars  of  those  debts  to  him ; 
"  and  that,  in  consequence  of  such  notice,  the  creditors  of 
the  said  William  Parker,  including  not  only  those  who 
had  proved,  but  others  who  had  not  proved  under  the  said 
commission,  sent  in  the  particulars  of  their  claims,  which 
were  all,  with  the  two  exceptions  thereinafter  next  m^i- 
tioned,  paid  by  the  said  William  Parker  in  fuIL^'  The 
exceptions  being,  the  one  a  claim  of  £15  or  £20,  for  which 
the  claimant  said  he  had  a  draft  which  he  refused  to  pro* 
duce,  and  which  claim  the  defendant  believed  to  be  ficti- 
tious ;  and  the  other  a  claim  of  £3  and  £4,  which  the  de* 
fendant  believed  was  not  ovang;  and,  in  support  of  which 
the  claimant  had  no  proof :  and  that  the  defmidant  be- 
lieved that  he  was  the  person  referred  to  in  the  letter  of 
Mr.  Stonier.  '^Whereas  in  truth  and  in  fact  the  debts 
proved  against  the  said  W.  P.'s  estate  amounted  to  the 
sum  of  £2500  and  more,  as  he  the  said  W.  P.^  at  the  time 
of  his  taking  the  said  oath  and  making  the  said  affidavit, 
then  and  there  well  recollected  and  knew.''  "  And  whereas 
in  truth  and  in  fact,  the  creditors  of  the  said  W.  P.  who; 
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in  oonsequence  of  the  said  notice,  sent  in  their  claims,         IS42, 
were  not  all,  with  two  exceptions  only,  paid  by  the  said      "^"v— ^ 
W.  P.  in  full.     And  whereas,  in  truth  and  in  feet,  divers  ere-  v. 

ditors  Giihe  said  W.  P.,  exceeding  the  number  of  two,  that  is 
to  say,  Bichard  Hicks,  certain  persons  carrying  on  business 
under  the  name  and  firm  of  William  Barker  &;  Co.,  Simeon 
Phillips,  William  Hancock,  and  John  Hancock,  George 
WooUiscroft,  Emmanuel  Forrester,  Moses  Bates,  Elijah 
Mayer,  and  John  Howe,  in  consequence  of  the  said  notice, 
sent  in  the  particulars  of  their  respective  claims  to  the  said 
William  Parker,  which  were  not  paid  by  the  said  William 
Paries  in  fulL'*  There  were  also  assignments  of  perjury 
that  the  creditors,  who  had  proved  and  had  sent  in  their 
claims,  were  not  all,  with  two  exceptions,  paid  by  the  de- 
fendant in  full.  That  B.  Hicks,  E.  Mayer,  and  W.  Bancks, 
whose  debts  had  been  proved^  sent  in  their  claims,  and  were 
not,  nor  was  either  of  them,  paid  by  the  defendant  in  full. 
That  the  creditors  who  had  not  proved,  but  who  had  sent  in 
their  claims,  were  not  all,  with  two  exceptions,  paid  in  full. 
That  S.  Phillips,  W.  and  J.  Hancock,  G.  WooUiscroft,  E. 
Forrester,  M.  Bates,  and  John  Howe,  being  creditors  who 
had  not  proved,  sent  in  their  claims  and  were  not  paid  in 
full.  This  count  of  the  indictment  then  went  on  to  state 
that  the  Court  of  Queen^s  Bench,  on  the  24th  of  November, 
1841,on  the  motion  of  T.N.Talfourd,  Esq.,  Serjeant  at  Law, 
and  upon  reading  the  said  affidavit  of  the  said  W.  P.,  and 
a  printed  paper  thereunto  annexed,  and  the  several  affi- 
davits [describing  other  affidavits],  did  order  that  the  first 
day  of  the  then  next  term  should  be  given  to  the  said 
William  Stonier,  J.  V.,  and  J.  S.,  to  shew  cause  why  one 
or  more  information  or  informations  should  not  be  exhi- 
bited against  them  the  said  William  Stonier,  J.  S.,  and 
J.  v.,  for  certain  misdemeanors  in  composing,  writing, 
printing,  and  publishing  certain  scandalous  libels;  and 
then  went  on  to  aver,  that  "  it  became  and  was  material, 
and  the  following  questions  became  and  were  material 
questions,  and  each  of  them  became  and  was  a  material 
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1^42,  qnestkm  upon  tlie  said  motion  and  upon  the  granting  of  the 
said  rule: ''  that  is  to  say^  whether  the  debts  proved  nnder- 
the  eoAimission  of  bankrupt  which  had  issued  against 
the  defendant  amounted  to  about  £1000^  or  whether  the 
defendant  recollected  and  knew  that  they  amounted  to  a 
much  larger  sum,  that  is  to  say^  a  sum  exceeding  the  sum 
of  £2500 ;  and  "whether  the  creditors  of  the  said  W.  P^  inr 
eluding  not  only  those  who  had  proved  their  debts  under 
the  said  commission  of  bankrupt^  but  other  creditors  of 
the  said  W.  P.  who  had  noit  proved  their  debts  under  the 
said  coptimission,  who  sent  ui  their  claims  to  the  said  W.  P« 
in  consequence  <^  the  said  notice^  had  been  paid  by  hij% 
the  said  W.  P.y  in  fuU ;  and  whether  the  debts  of  all  such 
of  the  aeid  creditors. who  had  not  proved  their  debts  as 
aforesaid^  but  had  sent  in  their  claims  as  aforesaidt 
had^  with  two  exceptions  only^  been  paid  in  full  by  the 
said  W.  P.  And  so  the  jurors  &c.  do  say  &c  [concluding 
id  ihe  >  usual  form] ,  The  second  count  of  the  indictmei^ 
was  in  a  similar  form,  but  was  founded  on  that  part  of  the 
defendant's  affidavit  which  stated  that  the  amount  of  debts 
proved  w as^  to  the  best  of  his  recollection,  about  £1000. 
The  third  count  was  founded  on  that  part  of  the  affidavit 
which  stated  that  all  the  creditors  had,  with  two  exceptions, 
been  paid  in  fulL  The  fourth  count  was  similar  to  the 
third*  except  that  it  contained  a  separate  assignment  of 
pequry.as  to  the  nonpayment  of  each  of  the  nine  debts 
which  it  was  charged  in  the  first  count  that  the  defendant 
had  not  paid. 

;.  On  the.part  of  the  prosecution,  the  original  affidavit  on 
whieh  the  peijuiy  was  assigned  was  put  in,  and  also  the 
ooiKMnisdian  of  bankrupt  (duly  enrolled)  which  had  issued 
against  the  defendant,  dated  September  the  14th,  1809, 
and  also  the  proceedings  under  it;  from  which  it  appeared 
^hat  the  debts  proved  amounted  to  about  £2540.  A  printed 
copy  of  a  letter  of  the  defendant  to  Earl  Talbot^  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Stafford,  dated  March  the  1st, 
1842,  addressed  in  the  defendaiit's  handwriting,  was  also 
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fM  in.  iti  this  Tetter  it  ^aft'  statedy  >  iat6t  ali$^<  that^Hi^  X8«. 
tiro  claims^  itienticmed  as  exceptions  in  the  defendant's  affi^ 
cU#iti*^r6  those  of  Simeon  Phillipaf  and  George  Woollis^ 
eW)It^  and  thlit  with  respect  to  the  xilaim  of  My.  BMcU/ 
^Ue^  and  hi«  co-pa'rtnei^  in  trade  had  thi^moelves  eithet 
t^ome  batiknlpts  or  made  an  assi^iiieiit  for  the  benefit 
of  their  creditiGrrs  previously  to  the  yeav  ld^>  and  -were  kiot 
^iitJtled' to  deceive  any  money  o(n  account  of  their  fbrlaer 
iirading  tl^Etnsactions.^' 

It  trafe  proved  by  Mr.  Baticks^  that^  in  consequence  of 
iAe  notice  which  appeared  in  the  newspapers^  he  applied  to 
tftfe  defendant  fot  payment  of  a  debt  of  about  £Q4f,  which 
iriis  due  firoin  the  defendant  to  the  iirm  of  which  he  had 
been  a  partner^  but  that  the  def^dant  declined  paying 
liim^  because  he  (the  witness)  had  been  a  bankrupt. 

^^  LtuRtne,  Seijt.,  for  the  prosecution^  proposed  to  go  into 
evidence  as  to  the  non-payment  of  a  debt  due  to  Mn 
Joseph  Woolliscroft. 

'  '  Tbtfaurd,  Serjt.,  for  the  defendant. — The  nonpayment 
i6f  that  debt  is  not  mentioned  in  the  indictment.  ' 

,  r    '  I  •  *  •  ■' 

I  ■  t- 

-^'  LttdloWy  Seijt.— Some  of  the  assignments  of  peijury  do 
^ot  cbntain  any  names^  and  are  that  the  defendant  did  not 
''jky  all  his  creditors  who  sent  in  their  claims  in  full,  with 

thb  eiception  of  two. 

^ '  Tatfonrdy  Serjt.^ — ^Those  arguments  of  p^ijury  are  bad, 
is  being  too  general;  it  has  been  held(£t)i  that,  iti  an  in- 
ifictment  against  an  insdtent  for  swearing  thait  his  sebe- 
'dtile  contained  a  statement  of  all  his  debts,'  to  assignment 
^irf  p^qury  stating  that  the  schedule  did  not  contain:  a 
'iettatement  of  all  the  debts,  without  specifying  what  debts 
*Weite  binitted,  is  b^d  as  being  too  geniElral.        '  i   > 


•< 
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TiNDAL,  C.  J. — If  it  be  too  general,  you  might  have  de- 
murred. 

Rboiita 

Pabaml  Talfourd,  Serjt. — ^There  are  other  assignments  of  per- 

jury in  the  indictment  which  do  state  the  debts  alleged  to 
be  unpaid,  and  which  are  good. 

TiNDAL,  C.  J. — You  might  have  demtirred  to  this  as- 
signment of  perjury  only,  and,  as  you  have  not  done  so,  I 
do  not  see  how  I  can  exclude  the  evidence. 

Ttdfimrd,  Serjt. — This  comes  by  surprise  on  the  de- 
fendant. 

TiNDAL,  C.  J. — I  think  that  omitting  the  names  in  one 
assignment  of  peijury  and  inserting  them  in  the  next  is 
likely  to  mislead  the  defendant,  as  he  would  be  very  likely 
to  suppose  that  the  debts  mentioned  in  general  terms  in 
cme  assignment  of  perjury  were  the  same  as  those  parti- 
cularized in  the  other. 

Jjudlow,  Serjt. — If  your  Lordship  thinks  that  I  ought 
not  to  press  it,  whatever  may  be  the  strict  rule,  I  will 
withdraw  the  evidence. 

The  evidence  was  not  given. 

With  respect  to  the  debts  alleged  to  be  due  respectively 
to  Mr.  Hicks,  Mr.  Forrester,  Messrs.  Hancock,  Mr,  Bates, 
and  Mr.  Howe,  there  was  only  one  witness  as  to  each  debt 
who  contradicted  the  afSdavit  of  the  defendant. 

Talfourd,  Serjt.,  for  the  defendant. — The  aflSdavit  of  the 
defendant  must  be  disproved  by  the  oaths  of  two  witnesses^ 
or  by  one  witness  and  some  document  which  is  equal  to 
the  testimony  of  another  witness.  Here  all  these  cases  are 
proved  at  the  most  by  one  witness  only.  And  whether  the 
total  amount  of  debts  proved  under  the  commission  was 
£1000,  or  £2500,  was  wholly  immaterial. 


OXFORD  SUMMER  CIRCUIT,  6  VICT.  645 

TiNDAL,  C.  J. — The  allegations  against  the  defendant  as         1842. 
to  each  ease  are^  that  there  was  an  existing  debt^  a  parti- 
cular of  the  claim  sent  in^  and  a  refusal.     Where  is  that 
proved  as  to  any  case  by  two  witnesses  ? 

Ludlow,  Serjt. — In  the  case  of  Mr.  Bancks's  debt,  in 
addition  to  Mr.  Bancks's  evidence,  the  defendant  in  his 
letter  to  Earl  Talbot  does  not  deny  the  refusal,  but  attempts 
to  account  for  it  on  other  grounds. 

TiNDAL,  C.  J.  (in  summing  up). — ^The  charges  against 
the  defendant  are  of  two  kinds — the  one  relating  to  the 
amount  of  debts  proved,  and  the  other  to  various  transac- 
tions with  particular  individuals.  It  is  in  evidence,  that 
the  defendant  became  bankrupt  in  the  year  1809,  and 
obtained  his  certificate  in  ISIO;  and  that,  in  1828,  he 
published  a  notice  that  he  would  pay  those  who  had  proved 
debts  under  his  commission ;  however,  he  seems  afterwards 
to  have  changed  his  intention,  and  to  have  paid  some  of 
those  who  had  not  proved.  In  his  afiSdavit,  he  says,  that, 
to  the  best  of  his  recollection,  the  debts  proved  amounted 
to  about  £1000.  The  first  charge  is,  that  the  debts 
proved  amounted,  not  to  about  the  sum  of  iKlOOO,  but  to 
j62500,  and  that  the  defendant  knew  that.  The  first 
observation  on  this  part  of  the  case  is,  that  the  defendant 
swears  to  the  best  of  his  recollection,  and  it  requires  very 
strong  proof,  in  such  a  case,  to  shew  that  the  party  is 
wilftilly  perjured ;  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  there  may  not 
be  cases  in  which  a  party  may  not  be  proved  to  be  guilty 
of  peijury,  although  he  only  swears  to  the  best  of  his  recol- 
lection, but  I  should  say  that  it  was  not  enough  to  shew 
merely  that  the  statement  so  made  was  untrue.  There  is, 
in  the  present  case,  no  motive  to  induce  the  defendant  to 
state  the  amount  for  which  he  failed  as  being  less  than  it  was. 
It  would  have  been  much  more  favourable  to  him  if  he  had 
sworn  to  £2500  than  to  £1000,  as  the  larger  the  amount 
for  which  he  failed,  the  more  creditable  in  him  to  pay  it  up 
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^^^^^^^     ii^  enongfaf  to  <  satisfy 'youi  that  the  defendant^  in  r.lUs 
i,.  instftHce^  6WoreiYilftillftha;t  which  was  not  trna;  ^mdiSn 

T^Wi^k.  c^oming  to  a  tonchisiati  on'thftA  pioiat^  itis  ifoportanilor 
i^fkir  ddtenhinatida  •  that  you  should  see  whether  thei  de- 
iendant  had  any  mbtivai  for  what  he  didi  *  3?he^  incoaaH 
^ehargi^'t)t  tratheir^daaB^f  charges^  is  fotmded' oil  isnodi^ 
part  of  the  defendant^  nffidlmt^  which  states^  that  hjs 
creditors^  u^udin^^  i^ot  only  those  who  had  proved  bnt 
others  who  had  not  proved  their  debts  under  his  commis- 
,^p%,ff^,s^tin,t^ftpafiiq^^^  of  tj^eir.qjaim^^^ert^  all, 
with  two  exceptions^  paid  in  full.  In  fair  constnictioiv.I 
think  that  this  must  be  taken  only  to  include  such  de- 
Iha^ds  as  tlie  defeiidant  hbh6^1y  thought  were  due.  He 
has  excepted  two  persons^  who  appear  to  be  George  Wbol- 
liscroft  and  $iineonJ^iltips»>and>.th0Ee6)rG^  as  to  them  no 
perjury  can  be  assigned.  With  respect  to  each  of  the 
other  persons  who  are  named  as  creditors  of  the  defendant 
in  this  indictmeht^  irnr  "charged,— first,  that  there  was  a 
debt  due  to  him — secondly,  that  particulars  of  it  were  sent 
to  the  defendant>*^a^(jt  thirdjyjy(tba^/it  was  not  pidd :  and 
with  regard  to  the  crime  of  perjury,  the  law  says,  that 
where  a  person  is  chai^d  with  that  offence,  it  is  not 
enough  to  disprove  ,what  he  has  swon\,  by  the  oath  of  one 
other  witness,  and  unless  there  are  two  oaths,  or  there  be 
some  documentary  evidence,  or  some  admission,  or  some 
circumstances  to  supply  the  place  of  a  second  witness,  it  is 
not  enough;  and  I  am  unable  in  this  case  to  say  t^t 
thcare  are  tWo  witnesses,  whose  evidence  conies  tip  'to  the 
triple  prbpositibn  that  I  have  stated  as  to  any  tf  the  debts 
nientioiidd  ini;h6  iridiehnerit .  With  respebt  to  Mr:  Baiieks^s 
debt,  he  states  that  he  claimed  £54,  and  that  ttie  defend- 
ant  declined  paying  him  because  he  (Mr.  Battcks)^had 
'  ^  heen  a  bankrupt,  and  I  do  not  see  that  the  case  a^'t»'  dds 
*debt  is  carried  further  by  the  letter  to  £«rl Talbot.*  Tbele 
is  no  efvidenee  that  the  assignees  of  Mr.  Banoks  ever  ap- 
plied for  the  money,  uiul  uo  ^videnoe  that  th^  hsve^Myt 
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been  paid.  With  respect  to  the  debt  due  to  Mr.  SwoMmuel 
ibrrester^  70a  have  the  evidence  of  only  one  witnes^^  ackd 
that  is  the  only  direct  evidence  on  that  subject.    Agaioit  9. 

that  you  have  the  oath  of  Mr.  Parker  on  the  other  ^e^      -^^^^W' 
and  as  it  rests  there  that  is  not  enough.     [His  Lordship 
observed  on  the  evidence  as  to  the  other  parts  of  the  oase4] 
¥011  will  say  whether  any  (^  the  assigmneuts  of  peijury  fuae 
proved^  and,  if  anyy  you  will  specify  which. 

Verdict — ^Not  guilty. 

Ludlow,  Seijt.,  R.  V.  Richards,  and  Carrinffton,  for  the 
prosecution. 

Talfourd,  Serjt.,  W.  J.  Alexander,  and  Meteyard,  for  the 
defendant. 

[Attorniet— Bfiiii0<  ^  Boweny  and  T^mlmion  ^  KearyJ] 


Regina  V.  Lewis  Wardle. 

OBBERY. — ^The  prisoner  was  indicted  for  having  as-  if  during  the 
aaulted  and  robbed  Richard  Myatt  of  thirty-eight  sove-  feiony,  tt^tT  ^ 
reigns  and  two  £5  notes,  on  the  20th  day  of  May,  1842,  fte'^^*^^^,'''' 

at  High  Offley.  »»*•  »  relation 

on  the  Jury, 

The  prisoner  had  been  arraigned  and  the  jury  sworn  this  is  no 
without  any  challenge  or  objection  of  any  kind,  and  Cor-  charging  the 
deit,  for  the  prosecution,  had  opened  the  case  and  examined  i^',^Jt^pro. 
one  witness,  when  the  foreman  of  the  juxy  stated  that  the  ^^^^ 
prisoner  had  a  relation  on  the  juiy. 
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Rboina 

WABDLk. 


Corbett,  for  the  prowcution. — ^I  submit  that  this  jury 
may  be  discharged  witliout  giving  any  verdict^  and  a  new 
jnry  be  called  and  sworn« 

Erskine^  J.  (having  conferred  with  Jlndal,  C.  J.) — ^I 
have  conferred  with  the  Lord  Chief  Justice^  and  we  nre  of 
opinion  that  I  have  no  power  to  discharge  the  jmy,  and 
that  the  case  must  proceed. 


The  case  proceeded. 


Verdict — Guilty. 


Corbett  and  Allen,  for  the  prosecution. 
W.  Johnstone  Neale,  for  the  prisoner. 

[Attomies — BuUerlon,  and  Broum.'] 


HEREFORD  ASSIZES. 


{Civil  Side.) 


BEFORE  LORD  CHIEF  JUSTICE  TINDAL. 


Doe  on  the  Demise  of  Meyrick,  Knt.,  r.  Howells. 

JuJECTMENT  to  recover  a  piece  of  land  situate  at 
Goodrich. 

On  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  a  conveyance  by  Catherine 
Hill,  Mary  Hill,  and  the  Rev.  Walter  Hill,  to  the  plaintiff, 
was  put  in.  And  in  this  conveyance  the  Rev.  Walter  Hill 
covenanted  for  himself,  his  heirs,  executors,  and  adminis- 
trators,  that  "  for  and  notwithstanding  any  act,  matter,  or 
does  not  render  thing  whatsoever  by  Eedgwin  Hoskins,  the  said  Catherine 

petent  witness 

in  an  ejectment  brought  for  the  premises  by  his  grantee,  unless  it  be  shewn  that  the  defend- 
ant's title  arose  from  some  act  of  A. 


If  ID  a  conrev- 

• 

ance,  A.,  the 
conveying 
party,  has  cove- 
nanted that  for 
and  notwith- 
standing any 
act,  matter,  or 
thing  done  or 
committed  by 
him,  he  has  a 
good  title,  this 
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Hill,  Mary  HiU,  Walter  Hill>  or  Guj  Hill,  deceased,  done 
<Mr  committed/'  the  said  Catherine  Hill,  &c.,  had  a  perfect 
estate  of  inheritance.  It  was  proposed  on  the  part  of  the 
plaintiff  to  examine  the  Rev.  Walter  Hill  as  a  witness. 

Ludlow,  Serjt. — I  submit  that  the  Bev.  Walter  Hill  is 
not  in  this  case  a  competent  witness  for  the  plaintiff,  as  he 
has  covenanted  for  title. 

TiNDAL,  C.  J. — He  is  a  perfectly  competent  witness, 
nnless  the  defendant's  title  arises  from  some  act  of  himself, 
or  of  some  other  of  the  persons  named  in  the  covenant.  I 
shall  therefore  receive  his  evidence,  nnless  you  shew  that 
the  defendant's  title  arose  from  some  act  of  the  Bev.  Walter 
Hill,  or  of  some  one  or  more  of  those  persons  who  are 
named  in  the  covenant.  You  are  the  party  making  the 
objection,  and  it  lies  on  you  to  shew  that  it  arises. 

The  Rev.  Walter  Hill  was  examined. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff. 

Talfourd,  Seijt.,  and  John  Grayy  for  the  plaintiff. 
Ludlow,  Serj.,  and  F.  V.  Lee,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attornies — Hooper  ^  Sonf  and  Jackton,"] 
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[Croum  Side,) 


BBFORE  liB.  JUBTICB  ElAKINS* 


If  a  child  has 
been  wholly 
produced  from 
the  body  of  its 
mother,  and  she 
wilfully,  and  of 
malice  afore- 
thought, 
strangle  it 
while  it  is  alive, 
and  has  an  in- 
dependent cir- 
culation, this 
is  murder,  al- 
though the 
child  be  still 
attached  to  its 
mother  by  the 
umbilical  cord. 


Bboina  o.  Milborouoh  Tbuxob. 

3i.URDER. — ^The  indictment  consisted  of  four  connts, 
tLe  second  of  wMcli  charged  that  the  prisoner,  being  big 
with  a  female  child,  "dirf  bring  forth  the  same  aHoef*  and 
then  proceeded  to  allege,  in  the  usual  form,  the  murder  of 
the  child  bj  the  prisoner,  bjr  fastening  a  handkerchief 
about  its  neck  and  throat,  and  thereby  choking  and  stran- 
gling it.  The  third  count  described  the  child  as  a  certain 
illegitimate  child  *'  then  lately  before  bom  of  the  body  of 
the  said  Milborough  Trilloe,^  and  charged  the  murder  as 
in  the  second  count. 

On  the  part  of  the  prosecution  there  was  strong  evidence 
to  prove  that  the  child  had  been  wholly  produced  alive 
from  the  prisoner's  body,  and  that  she  had  strangled  it  by 
fastening  a  handkerchief  or  some  such  thing  round  its 
throat ;  but  it  was  also  clearly  proved  by  Mr.  Wood,  the 
surgeon  who  examined  the  body  of  the  child,  that  it  must 
have  been  strangled  before  it  had  been  separated  from  the 
mother  by  the  severance  of  the  umbilical  cord :  and  it  was 
further  stated  by  Mr.  Wood  that  a  child  has,  after  breath- 
ing fully,  an  independent  circulation  of  its  own,  even  while 
still  attached  to  the  mother  by  the  umbilical  cord,  and  that 
in  his  judgment  the  child  in  question  had  breathed  fully 
after  it  had  been  wholly  produced,  and  had  therefore  an  in- 
dependent circulation  of  its  own  before  and  at  the  time  it 
was  strangled,  and  was  then  in  a  state  to  carry  on  a  sepa- 
rate existence. 

W,  H.  Cooke,  for  the  prisoner,  referred  to  the  cases  of 
Rex  V.  Enoch  {a),  and  Rex  v.  Crutchley  (i). 


(a)  5  C.  &  P.  539. 


(6)  7  C.  &  P.  814. 


The  case  was  reserved  by  the  learned  Judge  for  the  opin- 
ion of  the  fifteen  Judges^  who  held  the  conyiction  right. 


Trilloe. 
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Erskine,  J. — I  agree  in  the  view  of  the  law  taken  by  1342, 

my  Brother  Parke  in  the  case  of  Bex  v.  Crutchley ;  and  if  '"— v^ 

it  should  become  necessary  I  shall  adopt  the  course  he  sug-  v. 
gests  in  that  case,  and  reserve  the  question  for  the  opinion 
of  the  Judges. 

W,  H.  Cooke  addressed  the  jury  for  the  prisoner. 

Eeskine,  J.  (in  summing  up). — If  you  are  satisfied  that 
this  child  had  been  wholly  produced  from  the  body  of  the 
prisoner  alive,  and  that  the  prisoner  wilfully  and  of  her 
malice  aforethought  strangled  the  child  after  it  had  been 
so  produced  and  while  it  was  alive,  and  while  it  had,  ac- 
cording to  the  evidence  of  the  surgeon,  an  independent 
circulation  of  its  own,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  charge  in 
tlie  second  and  third  counts  of  this  indictment  is  made 
out  against  the  prisoner,  although  the  child,  at  the  time  it 
was  so  strangled,  still  remained  attached  to  the  mother  by 
the  navel-string. 

Verdict — Guilty. 

Greaves,  for  the  prosecution. 

W.  H.  Cooke,  for  the  prisoner. 

[Attornies — Mac^eld,  and  Symondt.'] 
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MONMOUTH  ASSIZES. 
{Crown  Sick.) 

BEFORE  LORD  CHIEF  JUSTICE  TINDAL. 


RsGiNA  V.  Roberts. 

D.  was  in  the     £  ORGERY. — ^The  prisoner  was  indicted  for  forging  and 
5ot'.?o?Ff '  'ittering  a  forged  order  for  the  payment  of  money  (which 

on V^foMhi"*   ^^  ^*  ^^*  ^^  *^°^®  ^^  *^®  counts  in  the  indictment)  with 
price  before  he    intent  to  de&aud  John  Edward  Fisher.     The  forged  in- 

deuvered  the  , 

bones.    The      stramcnt  was  in  the  following  form : — 
?)!'Tn«me°^?t  ''  Monmouth,  June  9th,  1842. 

Mkfnglofs/.,        ''^'-  Fisher,— I  should  feel  greatly  obUged  if  you  will 
and  stating  that  please  to  scud  me  by  the  bearer  the  sum  of  £3,  as  I  have 

he  had  bought 

a  large  quantity  a  large  quantity  of  bones  this  week,  and  the  man  from 
did  not  at  this     Colcford  is  comiug  in  to-morrow  with  ten  cwt.     I  have 

time  owe  any       about  OUC  tOU  UOW.  "  Yours, 

money  to  D. : — 

Held,  that  this       ''  Mr.  P.  Fisher,  "  Thomas  Davis.'' 

was  not  an  or-  ,,  f 

der  for  the  pay-  Lianwame. 

wfthin^'^^gul      ^*  appeared  that  the  prisoner  had  written  this  letter  and 
11  Geo.  4  &       forged  the  signature  of  Davis  thereto ;  and  that  Mr.  John 

1  Will  4  c  66  o  o 

8.  8.  '  '       '  Edward  Fisher  had,  on  the  faith  of  its  being  genuine,  paid 

the  £S  to  the  person  who  brought  it  to  him.  It  iurther 
appeared  that  Davis  was  a  waterman,  who  resided  at  Mon- 
mouth, and  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of  collecting  bones 
throughout  the  neighbouring  country,  and  sending  them 
to  Fisher  as  he  collected  them,  generally  by  a  waggon- 
load  or  three  tons  at  a  time ;  and  that  he  did  not  wait 
till  he  had  delivered  the  bones  before  he  got  paid,  but 
drew  on  Fisher  as  he  was  collecting  the  bones ;  but  that, 
at  the  time  this  letter  was  written,  Davis  had  overdrawn 
and  had  no  money  due  to  him  from  Fisher. 
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TiNDAL,  C.  J.— I  doubt  whether  this  is  an  order  for  the         i842. 

payment  of  money  within  the  stat.  11  Geo.  4  &  1  Will.  4,        rkoina' 

c.  66^  s.  3,  and  I  will  reserve  this  point  for  the  considera-  v, 

tion  of  the  Judges. 

Verdict —  Guilty. 

HuddUeston,  for  the  prosecution. 

[Attorney — Owen,'] 


In  the  ensuing  term  the  case  was  considered  by  the 
fifteen  Judges,  who  held  the  conyiction  wrong. 


GLOUCESTER  ASSIZES. 

{Civil  Side.) 

BEFORE    LORD    CHIEF   JUSTICE    TINDAL. 


Austin  v.  Croome  and  Another.  .      ^  o^t 

August  8M. 

Assumpsit  for  money  had  and  received,  with  a  count  The  person 
upon  an  account  stated.     Plea, — except  as  to  the  £5,  non  J^  the'inhent- 
assumpserunt,  and  as  to  that  sum  payment  of  it  into  Court.  *?^  **"  f 

possession  of 

It  was  opened  hy  R.  V,  Richards^  for  the  plaintiff,  that,  and  it  is  no    * 
in  the  year  1828,  Mr.  James  Croome,  who  was  not  one  of  acrion  foun^dld 
the  defendants,  had  agreed  to  purchase  a  farm  called  the  ^^  *>"  "s^^  ^o 

.      the  possession 

Saddlebags;   but  before  his  purchase  was  completed  it  of  the  deeds 

was  arranged  that  Mr.  Edward  Austin  should    buy  it,  another  person 

giving  Mr.  James  Croome  £50  for  his  purchase,  which  JjJ^  '®™  ^^ 

he  did,  and  by  a  subsequent  arrangement  the  property  ^est«d  in  him 

.  to  attend  the 

was   conveyed  by  Mr.  Edward  Austin  and  Mr.  James  inheritance. 
Croome  to  the  plaintiff,  Mr.  William  Austin,  in  fee.     The 
defendants,  Messrs.  Croome,  who  were  solicitors,  had  had 
the  deeds  of  this  property  in  their  hands,  and  would  not 
give  them  up  unless  a  sum  of  4StL  Qs,  9d.  was  paid  to  them 
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1842.  — ^^W  claiming  a  lien  on  the  deeds  to  that  amount.  This 
sum  was  paid  bj  the  plaintiff^  and  the  deeds  were  given 
up  to  him;  and  the  present  action  was  broi:^ht  fior 
37/.  0^.  9d.  (the  balance  beyond  the  £5  paid  into  Court), 
on  the  ground  that  whaterer  claims  the  defendants  had 
on  other  persons,  they  had  no  lien  on  these  deeds  as 
against  the  plaintiff. 

On  the  part  of  the  plaiiMiff>  an  indenture  of  release, 
dated  the  17th  of  May,  1842,  was  put  in.  It  was  between 
Edward  Austin  of  the  first  part,  'Jkmes  Crbonie  of  the 
second  part,  William  Austii^  (the  plaintiff)  of  the  third 
part,  and  Anthony  Austin  of  the  fourth  part.  By  this 
release  the  Saddlebags  farm  wiis  idonveyed  to  the  plaintiff 
in  fee ;  but  the  residue  of  an  outstanding  term  of  1000 
years  was  assigned  to  Anthony  Austin  to  attend  and  pro- 
tect the  inheritance. 

Talfourd,  Serjt. — ^I  submit  that  the  present  plaintiff 
cannot  maintain  this  action,  as  he  has  not  the  legal  estate. 
For  the  remainder  of  this  term  of  1000'  years,  the  legal 
estate  is  in  Mr.  Anthony  Austin  and  his  representatives.' 

TiNDAL,  C.  J. — The  charters  and  muniments  of  the  es- 
tate go  with  the  person  who  has  the  inheritance ;  and  t 
cannot  put  a  person  who  has  a  term  of  1000  years  in  a 
different  situation  from  one  who  has  a  seven  years'  lease, 
or  is  a  tenant  &om  year  to  year. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff. 
jR.  V.  Richards  and  F.  V.  Lee,  for  the  plaintiff. 
Taljmrd,  Serjt.,  Greaves^  and  G.JoneSjfor  the  defendants. 

[Attornies— Finn  Sandau,  and  Croome  4*  Son.] 


In  the  ensuing  term.  Greaves  applied  to  the  Court  of 
Exchequer  for  a  new  trial,  on  the  point  above  reported. 
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wlien  the  Court  refused  a  rule ;  but>  upon  other  pounds  the        1342. 
Court  granted  a  rule,  which  was,  after  argument,  dis- 
charged. 
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BEFORE    BikEON   PARKE   AND   MR.   JUSTICE   PATTESON. 


WARWICK  ASSIZES. 

( Crown  Side.) 

BEFORE  MR.  JUSTICE  PATTESON. 

Regina  V.  Overton. 

X  ERJURY.^-The  indictment  charged,  that  before  and  at  in  an  indict- 
the  time  of  the  taking  of  the  false  oath  by  the  defendant,  ^^]  befo^,^* 
E.  L.,  clerk,  F.  D.  P.,  clerk,  and  H.  S.  G.,  Esq.,  ''were  commissionem 

,     ,        '  '  '  '         ^'  of  taxes,  on  an 

commissioners  acting  in  the  execution  of  certain  acts  of  appeal  of  H. 
Parliament  relating  to  the  duties  of  assessed  taxes  in  and  charge  for^a^' 
for  the  district  of  the  hundred  of  Knighton,  in  the  county  |y  ^^^n^thT** 
of  Warwick,  and  thereupon,  heretofore,  to  wit,  on'*  &c.,  24thofNovem. 

ber   it  was 

at  &c.,  '^  at  a  meeting  then  and  there  held  by  the  commis-  averred  to  be  a 
sioners  aforesaid,  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  and  deter-  tio^n^rheiher*" 
mining  appeals  against  the  certificates  of  supplementary  a  receipt  for  the 
charges  made  by  one  John  Lee,  crown  surveyor,  in  pur-  greyhound  was 
suance  of  the  said  acts,  a  certain  appeal  of  one  William  defendant  be- 
Hewatt,  qf  Comb/ields,  in  the  diitrict  and  county  aforesaid,  sVp^emUn^^^ 

When  before 
the  commissionen,  the  defendant  swore  that  he  bought  the  greyhound  of  H.  on  the  6th  of  Sep- 
tember, and  had  a  receipt  for  the  price  before  the  12th  of  that  month.  It  was  objected  that  the 
sale  of  the  greyhound  was  the  only  material  fact,  that  the  receipt  was  immaterial,  and  that  the 
12th  of  September  was  an  immaterial  day : — Heldf  that  the  receipt  was  material,  and  that  it  was 
properly  laid  that  it  was  a  material  question  whether  the  receipt  was  given  on  the  12th  of  September. 

Every  question  on  cross-ezamination  of  a  witness,  which  goes  to  his  credit,  is  material. 

On  ft  crown  cmo  reserved,  the  Judg^  will  not  allow  the  pd(M>oer.>  counsel  to  argue  objections 
that  are  apparent  on  the  face  of  the  indictment,  but  will  leave  the  prisoner  to  his  writ  of  error. 


CASES  OUTRE 


/  - 


in  due  form  €(f  lour  camc'imid  be  heard"  u&d  that  Hie  de- 
fendant appeared  before  the  oommissioners  '^aa  a  witneai 
for  and  on  behalf  of  the  said  William  Hewatt,  upon  the 
hearing  of  the  appeal  aforesaid,^  and  was  sworn,  and  ^'  that 
upon  the  hearing  of  the  said  appeal,  it  then  and  there 
became  and  was  a  material  question  whether  a  certain 
receipt  then  and  there  produced  by  the  said  J.  O.  was 
given  to  him  before  the  12th  day  of  September  then  last 
past '/'  that  the  defendant  "  falsely,  corruptly,  knowingly, 
and  wrUully ''  swore  "  that  the  receipt  aforesaid  was  given 
to  him  the  said  J.  O.  before  the  12th  day  of  September 
aforesaid,^'  whereas  in  truth  it  was  not,  as  the  defendant 
well  knew;  and  so  the  defendant,  on  &c.,  at  &c.,  ''in 
manner  and  form  aforesaid,  ybbe/y  and  wickedly  did  commit 
wilful  and  corrupt  perjury/* 

It  was  proved,  that  at  the  commissioners'  meeting  evi- 
dence was  given  that  William  Hewatt  and  the  defendant 
were  coursing  with  two  greyhounds  on  the  24th  of  No- 
vember, 1841,  and  that  one  of  the  dogs  had  been  Hewatt's, 
who  had  no  game  certificate;  that  on  the  28th  of  No** 
vember  he  was  surcharged  for  a  greyhound,  and  that  on 
his  appealing  to  the  commissioners  against  this  surcharge, 
he  stated  that  the  dog  had  been  sold  to  the  defendant  long 
before,  and  he  called  the  defendant  as  a  witness  before  the 
commissioners  to  prove  it.  It  further  appeared,  that  the 
defendant  swore  before  the  commissioners  that  he  bought 
the  dog  of  Hewatt  on  the  6th  of  September,  1841,  and  he 
produced  a  receipt  for  the  purchase-money,  5L  6«.,  bearing 
that  date ;  and  that  he  was  asked  by  Mr.  Lee,  the  snr* 
veyor,  whether  the  receipt  was  given  at  the  time  of  the 
sale,  and  he  said  it  was  not,  but  a  few  days  after;  aad  on 
his  being  pressed,  he  said  that  it  was  given  to  him  before 
the  12th  of  September;  and  on  Mr.  Lee  pointing  out  that 
the  stamp  on  the  receipt  bore  date  the  18th  of  November, 
1841,  and  saying  that  the  defendant  must  be  mistaken,  the 
defendant  still  persisted  in  his  statement,  and  swore  posi- 
tively that  the  receipt  was  given  to  him  before  the  I2th  of 
September. 
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Endence  was  given  hj  officers  from  the  Stamp-office,        1S42. 
ihat  the  paper  on  which  the  receipt  was  written  was 
stamped  on  the  18th  of  November,  1841,  and  could  not 
hmve  been  issued  from  the  Stamp«office  before  that  day. 

JV.  T.  S,  Daniel,  for  the  defendant. — I  submit  that  the 
materiality  of  the  question  as  stated  in  the  indictment  has 
not  been  shewn.  The  indictment  states  that  it  was  a  ma- 
terial question  whether  the  receipt  had  been  given  before 
the  12th  of  September ;  now  the  material  question  was, 
whether  the  dog  was  Hewatt's  or  the  defendant's  on  the 
24th  of  September,  the  day  of  the  coursing.  It  has  not 
been  disproved  that  there  was  a  sale  of  the  dog  on  the  6th 
of  September,  as  sworn  by  the  defendant;  and  if  there  was, 
the  time  of  the  giving  of  the  receipt,  or  even  the  fact  of 
any  receipt  having  been  given  at  all,  was  immaterial.  It 
ought  to  have  been  alleged  in  the  indictment  that  there 
was  no  such  sale,  or  at  all  events  it  should  have  been  so 
proved  in  order  to  make  the  question  as  to  the  time  of 
giving  the  receipt  material. 

Patteson,  J.  (after  having  conferred  with  Parke,  B.)- — 
My  Brother  Parke  and  myself  both  think  that  the  mate- 
riality of  the  question  as  laid  in  the  indictment  has  been 

sufficiently  shewn. 

Verdict — Guilty. 

fV.  T.  8.  Daniel  moved  an  arrest  of  judgment  on  three 
grounds;  first,  that  there  was  no  allegation  in  the  indict* 
ment  negativing  the  sale  of  the  dog ;  second,  that  in  the 
concluding  part  of  the  indictment  it  was  not  alleged  that 
the  defendant  did  thereby  "  wilfully  and  corruptly*'  com- 
mit wilful  and  corrupt  perjury,  but  only  that  he  "  falsely 
and  wickedly''  committed  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury; 
third,  that  the  perjury  consists  in  the  intention,  which  is 
expressed  by  the  adverb  in  the  last  sentence,  and  not  by 
the  adjectives,  and  that  the  adverbs  used  in  the  body  of  the 
indictment  would  not  help  the  defect. 
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\M2  Pattjssok,  J. — I  shall  orecnile  these  objectionB^  and  I 

will  reserve  the  point  as  to  the  materiality  lor  tbeeoan- 
deration  of  the  fifteen  Judges,  and  (though  properiy  matter 
for  a  writ  of  error)  I  will  mention  the  other  points,  that 
the  Judges  may,  if  they  think  proper,  give  their  opinions 
upon  them. 

Sentenoe-^Seven  years'  tran^ortation, 

Adams,  Seijt.,  and  /•  HiUyard,  for  the  prosecution. 
JV.  T.  S.  Daniel  and  A.  Adams,  for  the  defendant. 

[Attomiet— Poo/e  ^  Ha^wie*^  and  WUmotJ\ 


BEFORE  LORD  DEN  MAN,  C.  J.,  TINDAL,  0.  i.,  LORB  ABINMl^ 
C.  B.,  PATTE80N,  J.,  OURNEY,  B.,  WILLIAMS,  J.,  COLE« 
RIDGE,  J.,  COLTMAN,  J.,  ERSKINB,  J.,  MAULS,  J.,  AN]> 
ROLFE,  B. 

W.  T,  S.  Daniel,  for  the  defendant — ^I  propose,  first,  to 
advert  to  the  objections  which  appear  on  the  £ace  of  the 
indictment.  It  is  stated  in  the  indictment  that  there  was 
an  appeal  of  William  Hewatt  before  the  commissioners,  but 
not  what  the  subject  of  that  appeal  was. 

Patteson,  J. — ^This  point  occurred  to  me  at  the  Assizes. 

Tin  DAL,  C.  J. — ^This  is  properly  a  ground  for  a  writ  of 
error ;  and  if  we  were  to  decide  against  you  here,  you  would 
bring  a  writ  of  error. 

}V.  7*.  S.  Daniel — ^The  prisoner  would  undertake  to 
bring  no  writ  of  error  (a). 

TiNDAL,  C.  J. — ^We  cannot  take  the  undertaking  of  a 
prisoner. 

(a)  See  the  case  of  R^  v.  Purchatef  ante^  p.  el7« 
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W.  r.  5.  2>ante/.— The  objection^  that  the  averment  of 
materiality  was  not  sufficiently  proved^  :is  not  npon  the 
record;  and  with  respect  to  that,  the  allegation  is,  that  it 
was  a  material  question^  whether  a  certain  receipt  was 
given  before  the  12th  of  September.  Now,  on  the  assump- 
tion that  the  dog  was  sold  on  the  6th,  which  was  not  dis- 
proved, it  is  wholly  immaterial  whedier  the  receipt  was 
given  before  or  after  the  12th. 

Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — The  whole  matter  turned  on  the 
credit  of  the  witness,  and  he  tries  to  support  his  credit  by 
false  evidence.  The  receipt  is  to  confirm  his  evidence,  and 
he  swears  it  was  given  before  the  12th.  If  that  were  true, 
the  proof  would  be  decisive.  I  think  you  cannot  make 
anything  of  this  point* 

Williams,  J. — ^The  time  when  this  receipt  is  given  is  a 
step  in  the  proof. 

Lord  Denman,  C.  J. — ^You  cannot  dispute  that  every 
thing  that  comes  out  at  a  trial  is  material,  if  it  goes  to 
the  credit  of  the  witness. 

Lord  Abinger,  C.  B.— Every  question  of  cross-exami- 
nation,  which  goes  to  the  credit  of  the  witness,  is  material. 
If  a  witness  were  asked,  in  cross-examination,  whether  he 
was  in  such  a  place  at  such  a  time,  and  he  denies  it,  that 
would  be  material  if  it  went  to  his  credit  (d)«     In  the 


ifi)  In  the  case  of  Ae«  v.  Qteepe^ 
2  Salk.  513,  Lord  HoU  held, "  thst 
if  a  man  gives  evidence  to  the  ere- 
dit  of  a  witness,  though  this  he  not 
the  issue,  yet  'tis  perjury  ;"  and 
from  the  report  of  the  same  oase, 
1  Ld.  Raym.  256,  (nom.  Hex  v. 
Griepe),  it  appears  that  his  Lord- 
ship "  was  of  opinion  that  it  is  not 
oeoessary  to  appear  in  an  informa- 
tion for  perjury  to  what  degree  the 
point  in  which  the  man  is  perjured 


was  materia]  to  the  issue,  for  if  it  is 
but  circumstantially  material,  it  will 
he  perjury.  For  if  A.  swears  that 
B.  delivered  a  deed  in  a  blue  coat, 
when  in  truth  he  was  in  a  red,  this 
wilt  be  perjury^  for  a  witness  swears 
to  the  circumstances ;  so,  if  a  wit- 
ness swears  to  the  credit  of  another 
witness,  if  it  be  false,  it  will  be 
perjury,  if  it  conduces  to  the  proof 
of  the  point  in  issue." 
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IB42.  present  case^  if  they  could  not  have  contradicted  the 
"witness  by  the  date  on  the  stamp^  the  receipt,  confirming 
his  .ef^enc^j,  would  ba^  po^e  oat  the  case  hfiSoi^  i)ke 
commissioners. 

fV.  T.  S.  Datuel, — ^Your  Lordships  being  against  me  on 
this  ppint,  my  cUent  must  upon  the  other  points  apply  for 
a  writ  of  error,  as  your  Lordships  have  suggested. 

Patteson,  J. — ^The  writ  of  error  should  be  sued  out 
promptly;  and  if  it  be  so,  I  will  take  care  that  the 
prisoner  is  not  removed  from  his  present  custody  till  it  is 
decided  (c). 

(c)  A  writ  of  error  was  sued  not  sufficiently  appear  upon  the 

out,  and  after  argument  in  Hilary  face  of  the  indictment  that  the  fiilse 

Term,  1843,  the  Court  of  Queen's  swearing  took  place  kt  a  jodieial 

Bench  gave  judgment  for  the  de-  proceeding  before  a  competent  tri- 

fendant,  on  ^e  ground  that  it  did  biinaL 
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BEFORE  LORD  CHIEF  JUSTICE  TINDAL,    BARON    PARKE,    AND 

BARON    ROLFE. 


Regina  V.  Harris,  and  Twenty-eight  Others. 


I 


Oct,  3. 


NDICTMENT  on  the  stat.  7  &  8  Geo.  4,  c.  30,  s.  8,  for  felo-  if  rioter,  destroy 
niously  demolishing  a  house.  The  first  count  of  the  indict-  fhbTa  fe-^'''' 

lonious  demo- 
lition of  it 
irUhin  the  staL  7  &  8  Geo.  4,  c  30,  a.  8,  and  the  perions  ^ilty  of  tuch  an  oflfence  may  be  con« 
victed  on  an  indictment  founded  on  that  enactment,  and  need  not  be  indicted  for  arson  under 
sect  2  of  that  statute. 

If  in  a  case  of  feloniously  demolishing  a  houae  by  rioters,  it  appears  that  some  of  the  prisoners 
set  fire  to  the  house  itself,  and  that  others  carried  furniture  out  of  the  house  and  burnt  it  in  a 
fire  made  on  a  gravel  walk  on  the  outside  of  the  house,  it  will  be  for  the  jury  to  say  whether  the 
latter  were  not  encouraging  and  taking  part  in  a  general  design  of  destroying  the  house  and 
furniture,  and  if  so  the  jury  ought  to  convict  them. 


(a)  The  following  is  an  extract 
of  the  charge  of  the  Lord  Chief  Jus- 
tice to  the  grand  jury  on  this  spe- 
cial commission : — 

"Gentlemen,  it  is  not  our  design, 
nor  indeed  have  we  sufficient  in- 
formation on  the  subject,  if  we 
proposed  to  do  so,  to  trace,  with 
any  particularity,  the  origin  or 
exact  progress  of  those  violations 
of  the  law  which  have  taken  place 
within  this  county,  and  which  will 
shortly  be  brought  under  your  con- 
sideration. It  is  fully  sufficient  for 
our  present  purpose  to  give  a  gene- 
ral outline  of  those  transactions, 
drawn  from  the  depositions  taken 
before  the  magistrates,  the  only 
legitimate  source  of  information  to 


which  we  have  had  access.  It  ap- 
pears that  about  the  middle  of  the 
month  of  August  last  the  workmen 
employed  in  many  of  the  collieries, 
and  also  in  many  of  the  various 
manufactories  established  in  this 
county,  had  become  dissatisfied  as 
well  with  the  amount  of  wages  al- 
lowed by  their  employers  as  in  some 
instances  with  certain  regulations 
under  which  they  were  placed  in 
the  course  of  their  employment; 
and  that  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
peUing  their  masters  to  allow  them 
greater  wages,  and  to  alter  the  re- 
gulations by  which  they  thought 
themselves  aggrieved,  they  refused 
to  continue  to  work  at  the  various 
employments  in  which  they  had 
been  engaged ;   that   in  a  short 
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ment  charged  the  prisoners  with  having,  on  the  15th  of 
August,  1842,  feloniously  demolished  and  destroyed  the 


time,  iMt  contested  with  simply  re- 
fusing to  Work,  they  proceeded,  hy 
threats,  intimidation,  and  violence, 
to  compel  other  workmen,  who  were 
willing  to  continue  to  work,  to 
join  the  taumlDer  of  those  who  were 
discontented.  It  appears  further, 
that  whilst  large  bodies  of  the  work- 
men, perpetually  increasing  in  nvm- 
ber,  were  thus  collected  together, 
in  a  state  of  idleness,  and,  of  conse- 
quenoe,  destitution,  certain  stran- 
gers, persons  altogether  uncon- 
nected with  them  in  interest,  ap- 
peared amdngst  them,  and  hy  ad- 
dresses made  to  them  against  the 
religion,  tlie  law,  and  ^e  Ocrem- 
ment,  e^Lcited  them  to  a  state  of 
dissa^action  with  all  the  esta- 
blished institutions  of  the  country, 
and  laboured  to  persuade  them  to 
persist  in  thehr  refusal  to  return  te 
their  emplo3mient,  as  the  sure,  and 
effectual,  and  only  means  of  redress- 
ing the  evils  by  which  they  were 
oppressed,  and  of  obtaining  their 
just  rights,  called  by  the  speakers 
the  *  People's  Charter.'  It  ap- 
pears that  afte^  such  addresses  had 
been  made,  in  some  places  tumult 
and  disorder  fbrthwith  ensued 
amongst  the  assembled  multitudes, 
to  the  great  tehror  and  alarm  of  the 
quiet  and  peaceable  part  of  the 
community.  In  other  places  large 
bodies  of  the  workmen,  so  conected 
together,  proceeded  to  acts  of  open 
Violence  and  breaches  of  the  law,  iti 
seine  instances  against  the  persons 
of  the  subjects  of  the  Queen,  by 
t)eating  some,  cutting  and  maiming 
and  robbing  others,  and  sometimes 
against  their  property,  by  acts  of 
thefl  and  plunder,  by  forcibly  break- 


ing into  the  dwelling-libases  of  in- 
dividuals by  day  onA  by  night,  by 
the  destruction  of  dwelfing-hoiiies 
by  actual  demolition  or  by  fire.  It 
has  already  been  intimated  thiitwe 
conceive  it  to  be  no  part  of  our  pro- 
vince on  this  occttdon  to  discuss 
the  justice  of  the  complaints  made 
by  the  workmen  agiunst  their  em- 
ployers, or  to  decide  upoA  the  me- 
rits of  the  dispute  between  them. 
Our  direct  and  more  useful  courie 
will  be  to  endeavour  to  expound 
the  law  as  it  applies  itself  to  the 
several  cases  arising  out  <yf  &ese 
unhappy  transactions,  upon  whicfi 
yotl  will  be  required  to  exerdss 
your  judgments.  And  the  first  ob- 
servation that  arises  is,  that  if  fSbe 
workmen  of  the  several  calKeries 
and  manufkctones,  whocompUuned 
ihat  the  wages  which  they  receiv^ 
were  inadequate  to  the  value  of 
their  services,  had  assembled  them- 
selves peaceably  togelher  for  the 
purpose  of  consulting  upon  and  de- 
termining the  rate  of  wages  or 
prices  which  the  persons  prestot  at 
the  meeting  should  require  for  their 
work,  and  had  entered  into  an 
agreement  amongst  themselves  fbt 
the  purpose  ef  fixing  sudi  rate,  they 
wotdd  have  done  no  more  than  the 
law  allowed.  A  combinatiGn  (far 
thkt  purpose,  and  to  that  extent  (If 
indeed  it  is  (o  be  called  by  Aat 
name),  is  no  more  than  is  reoog^ 
nised  ias  legal  by  the  statute  6  Qe6. 
4 ;  by  whi^h  statute  also  esme&f 
the  saMe  right  of  cemMnktibn,  to 
the  same  es^tent,  and  no  fufther,  is 
given  to  the  Masters  when  met  to* 
gether,  if  they  are  of  opinion  tbe 
rate  of  wages  is  too  high.    In  th^ 
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dwelling-house  of  the  Bev.  Dr.Vale.  The  second  count  was 
for  beginning  to  demolish  and  destroy  the  house. 


case  supposed-^that  is,  a  dispute 
between  the  masters  and  the  work- 
men as  to  the  proper  amount  of 
wages  to  be  given — ^it  was  probably 
thought  by  the  legislature,  that  if 
the  workmen  on  the  one  part  refused 
to  work,  or  the  masters  on  the 
other  refused  to  employ^  as  such  a 
state  of  things  could  not  continue 
long,  it  might  fairly  be  expected 
that  the  party  must  ultimately  give 
way  whose  pretensions  were  not 
founded  in  reason  and  justice — the 
masters  if  they  offered  too  little, 
the  workmen  if  they  demanded  too 
much.  But,  unfortunately  for  them- 
selves and  others,  those  who  were 
discontented  did  not  rest  here.  Not 
aatisfied  with  the  exercise  of  their 
own  right  to  withhold  their  own  la- 
bour if  they  were  discontented  with 
the  price  they  received  for  it,  they 
-assumed  the  power  of  interfering 
with  the  right  which  others  possessed 
'--'ofezercising  their  discretion  upon 
the  same  point;  and  accordingly  you 
will  have  numerous  cases  laid  be- 
fore you  in  which  large  bodies  of 
dissatisfied  workmen  interfered  by 
personal  violence,  and  by  threats 
«Eid  intimidation,  to  compel  others, 
who  were  perfectly  willing  to  con- 
tinue to  labour  in  their  callings  at 
the  rate  of  wages  then  paid,  to  de- 
list from  their  work,  to  leave  the 
fxusne  or  manufactory,  and  against 
their  own  wfll  to  add  themselves  to 
the  numbers  of  the  discontented 
party,  than  which  a  more  glaring 
act  of  tyranny  and  despotism  by 
one  aet  of  men  over  their  fellows 
cannot  be  conceived.  If  there  is 
one  right  which,  beyond  all  others, 
4he  labourer  ought  to  be  able  to  call 


his  own,  it  is  the  right  of  the  exer^ 
tion  of  his  own  personal  strength 
and  skill,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of 
his  own  free  will,  altogether  un- 
shackled by  the  control  or  dictates 
of  his  fellow-workmen ;  yet,Btrai^e 
to  say,  this  very  right,  which  the 
discontented  workman  chums  for 
himself  to  its  fullest  extent,  he  doeS| 
by  a  blind  perversity  and  unaccount*- 
able  selfishness,  entirely  refuse  to 
his  fellows  who  differ  in  opinion 
from  himself.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
say,  that  a  course  of  proceeding  so 
utterly  unreasonable  in  itself,  so  in- 
jurious to  society,  so  detrimental  to 
the  interests  of  trade,  and  so  oppres- 
sive against  the  rights  of  the  poor 
man,  must  be  a  gross  and  flagrant 
violation  of  the  law,  and  must  be 
put  down,  when  the  guilt  is  esta- 
blished, by  a  proper  measure  of 
punishment  But,  even  without 
any  evidence  that  combination  is 
the  object  or  purpose  of  the  meet- 
ing, if  a  large  body  of  the  pec^le 
assemble  themselves  together  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  say  par- 
ticular end,  and  conduct  themselves 
in  a  turbulent  manner,  either  ac- 
companied with  acts  of  violence,  or 
with  threats  and  intimidation  cal- 
culated to  excite  the  terror  and 
alarm  of  the  Queen's  subjects,  this 
is  in  itself  a  riot,  whether  the  end 
and  object  proposed  be  a  just  and 
legitimate  one  or  not.  If,  therefore^ 
bills  should  be  brought  before  you 
charging  individuals  with  riot,  for 
the  purpose  of  raising  the  rate  of 
wages,  and  the  evidence  should 
shew  the  conduct  of  the  parties  to 
have  been  of  the  description  just 
adverted  to^  the  offence  of  riot  is 
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It  appeared^  that,  on  the  16th  of  August^  1842,  there 
waa  a  meeting  at  a  place  called  Crown  Bank,  at  whidi 


complete  in  point  of  law.  There 
is  anoliier  description  of  offence 
which  will  probably  be  submitted 
to  your  consideration — namely,  the 
exciting  and  encouraging  large 
masses  of  the  people  by  means  of 
seditious  and  inflammatory  speeches 
to  commit  acts  of  violence  and  to 
break  the  peace.  If  such  charges 
are  brought  forward,  it  must  be  left 
to  your  own  good  sense  to  distin- 
guish between  an  honest  declaration 
of  the  speaker's  opinion  upon  the 
political  subjects  on  which  he  treats 
— a  free  discussion  on  matters  that 
concern  the  pnbliC)  as  to  which  full 
allowance  should  be  made  for  the 
zeal  of  the  speaker,  though  he  may 
somewhat  exceed  the  just  bounds  of 
moderation ;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  a  wicked  design,  by  inflam- 
matoiy  statement  and  crafty  and 
subtle  arguments,  to  poison  the 
minds  of  the  hearers  and  render 
them  the  instruments  of  mischief* 
He  that  addresses  himself  to  a 
crowded  auditory  of  the  poorer 
class,  without  employment  or  occu- 
pation, and  brooding  at  the  time 
over  their  wrongs,  whether  real  or 
imaginary,  will  not  want  hearers 
ready  to  believe  and  apt  followers 
of  mischievous  advice.  You  will 
consider,  therefore,  the  language 
that  is  employed  on  such  an  occa- 
sion ;  if  it  consists  of  broad  and 
bold  assertion,  unfounded  in  fhot ; 
i^  in  discussing  religious  topics,  you 
find  the  speaker  endeavouring^  Co 
be  sprightly  and  facetious  on  these 
subjects  which  make  wise  and  good 
men  serious ;  if,  instead  of  aigu- 
ment,  he  deals  only  in  snetrs  and 
sarcasm,  it  will  be  for  yourselves  to 


say  whether,  under  such  drcum- 
stances,  the  party  changed  whh  die 
ofibnce  is  an  honest  bat  mietalen 
man,  or  whether  he  is  wickedly  in- 
tending to  brmg  the  reli^on,  laws, 
and  government  of  the  countiy  into 
contempt,  and  to  teach  the  heafeis 
todespise  all  thflae  institotioiui  which 
it  is  their  duty  to  hold  in  tespeet 
and  veneration.  Oentlemeo,  it  has 
been  already  stated,  diat,  In  the 
multiplicity  of  chafgea  whkfa  spring 
out  of  the  transactions  dbove  ad* 
verted  to,  some  w31  appear  for  as* 
saults ;  some  for  thefehmiooa  offisnee 
c^  cutting  and  mahning  with  intenit 
to  do  grievous  bb^y  harm ;  soms 
fbr  robbery  by  violence  and  Ibfte; 
some  for  theft ;  some  for  breakiflg 
into  the  dweOing-houie  by  n%ht  or 
by  day;  some  for  a  riotoas  assem- 
bling, and  beginning  to  demolisi^ 
or  actually  demolishing,  the  dwt^ 
ing-houses  of  magiktraftes  and  det^ 
gymen,  the  oflices  connected  with 
the  police  establishments,. and  fte 
private  houses  of  individual*;  some 
charges  also  for  effecting  rimSir 
works  of  destnicfion  by  naeaiis  ef 
fire.  But  it  would  be  tedleas^  and^ 
at  the  same  time,  altogedie^  un^ 
necessaty,  to  enlaige  npod  the  law 
by  which  those  e^Tences  MreTegn- 
lated,  more  eBpeeially  to  gentkniea 
as  well  experienced  as  jrouftdves  it 
the  ordtiiary  business  of  Ae 
One  observation  onlyshidi 
which  relates  to  every  speeies  of 
offence  committed  by  eevetal  ttctiiig 
in  concert  and  company  together-^ 
namely,  that  if  many  ive-fMesent 
at  ^e  time  when  4be  brsadi  of  the 
law  takes  place,  having  one  com* 
mon  design  in  view,  and  actiqg 
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se^tious  tengui^  was  used ;  and  that  a  mob  proceeded 
&om  theoce  to  the  police  office  at  Hanley^  which  they 
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with  common  consent,  although 
thejr  do  not  all  take  share  in  the 
performance  of  the  very  act  which 
la  the  subject  of  the  indictment,  yet 
by  affording  countenance,  encour- 
agement, and  protection  to  the  per- 
•ons  who  actually  perpetrate  the 
crime,  they  are  all  equally  guil^  in 
the  eye  of  the^law.  Bat  there  is 
one  case  in  the  calendar  to  which, 
far  the  purpose  c^  avoiding  any 
interruption  in  the  general  view 
of  the  transactions  which  have 
taken  place  in  this  county,  I 
have  not  yet  adverted — I  mean 
the  case  of  one  William  Ellis, 
who  has  been  committed  by  the 
magistrates  on  a  charge  of  high 
treason ;  and  as  we  are  not  aware 
vhcdier  bills  of  indictment  may  not 
possibly  be  presented  against  that 
person,  and  perhaps  others  also  who 
appear  upon  the  depositions  to  stand 
in  the  same  predicament  for  the  of- 
leoce  of  high  treason,  it  becomes 
necessary  that  the  principles  of  the 
law,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the 
epecies  of  treason  upon  which  the 
tfaarge,  if  preferred*  will  probably 
be  founded,  shonld  be  laid  before 
you  with  sufficient  precision  to  en- 
able you  to  determine  whether  the 
accusation  is  so  fiu*  established  that 
the  parties  accused  ought  to  be  put 
upon  their  trial  for  that  offence. 
Gentlemen,  the  precise  species  of 
high  treason  upon  which  the  charge, 
a  made,  must  rest,  is  either  that  of 
levying  war  against  Uer  Majesty  in 
her  realm,under  the  statute  of  £dw. 
III.,or  that  for  whichEUis  was  com- 
nittedr-Hiamely,  '*  the  compassing 
and  intending  to  levy  war  against 
the  Queen  within  her  realm,  in  or* 
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der  by  force  or  constraint  to  com- 
pel her  te  change  her  measures  or 
counsels;"  which  latter  ofience 
was  first  made  substantive  treason 
by  the  more  recent  statute  d6th 
George  III.  c.  7,  made  perpetual 
by  a  subsequent  act.  You  are  well 
aware  that,  at  least  as  early  as  the 
statute  26th  £dward  III.,  and 
thence  down  tc  the  {M^s^it  time, 
the  bare  compassing  or  imagining 
the  death  of  tbe  Sovereign,  when 
proved  by  any  open  or  overt  ac^ 
has  amounted  to  high  treason.  For, 
where  the  life  or  personal  safety 
of  the  Sovereign  is  concerned,  so 
precious  has  it  always  been  held  in 
the  eye  of  the  law,  that  the  bare 
intention  or  imagination  of  the 
heart,  to  put  it  in  jeopardy,  although 
no  usurious  consequences  follow 
from  such  intention,  when  proved 
by  an  overt  act,  has,  of  itself^  and 
alone,  constituted  the  treason.  By 
that  statute  also,  the  levying  of  war 
within  the  realm,  when  proved  by 
an  overt  act,  is  made  a  distinct  and 
substantive  q^ecies  of  treason.  But 
the  mere  ^'compassing"  or  **  intend- 
ing to  levy  war,"  that  is,  the  mere 
purpose  or  design  of  the  mind  or 
ivill  to  commit  that  crime,  was 
never  made  a  specific  treason  until 
the  statate  36th  Geoige  III.  c.  7, 
and  then  only  "where  such  comr 
passing  or  intention  is  expressed, 
uttered,  or  declared,  by  publishing 
any  printing  or  writing,  or  by 
any  overt  act  or  deed."  Now,  the 
only  or  principal  evidence  of  trea- 
son stated  in  the  depositions  is  the 
uttering  of  violent  and  inflamma- 
tory speeches  to  the  assembled 
midtitude.    But  it  u  to  be  obser- 
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broke  open^  and  after  arming  themselves  with  tbe  catlassei 
and  staves  which  they  found  there^  proceeded  to  the  house 
of  thcBev.Dr.Valejat  Longton^  near  Stoke-upon-Trent,  and 
after  asking  for  a  sovereign,  which  was  not  given  them,  they 
broke  into  the  house  through  the  study  window,  demolished 
all  the  windows,  and  set  fire  to  the  house.  It  was  proved 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Yale,  that  the  crowd  were  armed  with 
staves,  hatchets,  bludgeons,  and  a  sword,  and  were  making 


Ted,  that  the  mere  peaking  and 
uttering  of  words,  considered  by 
itself,  and  abstractedly,  and  with- 
out reference  or  conneidon  with 
any  act  or  design,  however  wicked 
and  atrocious  those  words  may  be, 
is  not  an  act  of  treason.  The 
judges,  on  a  reference  made  to 
them  in  the  4th  year  of  Charles 
I.,  upon  the  subject  of  words  spo- 
ken by  one  Pyne,  certified  unani* 
mously,  'that  though  the  words 
were  as  wicked  as  might  be,  yet 
they  were  no  treason,  for  unless  it 
be  by  some  particular  statute  no 
words  will  be  treason.'  On  the 
other  hand,  however,  where  words 
are  uttered  and  spoken  with  refer- 
ence to  any  treasonable  plan  or 
design  already  laid,  and  in  the 
contemplation  of  the  speaker,  if 
they  are  words  of  exhortation  or 
encouragement  to  carry  into  effect 
such  plan  or  design,  such  speaking 
and  uttering  of  words  is  strictly 
and  pr9p^ly  an  overt  act  of  trea- 
son, Iteing  the  means  made  use  of 
to  effect  the  treasonable  purpose; 
although,  €f<r0ii  in.  that  oaso;  the 

iDpre  pi?ec»«e.  fu^d  ( AfiQUrat^  m9d«  (^ 
expression  would  seem  to  be,  that 
the  plan  Or  design  is  the'  treason 
and  the  words  of  encbunige^etit'  ^ 
and  incttemcot  are  evideiif9B.o£itlif  i) 
exis^nc^  of  it..  ,  I^,wjll/J>e  ^9lW^i,, 
therefore,  to  say,  supposing  no  fur^ 


ther  evidence  is  given  than  that  of 
words  uttered,  supposing  there  is 
no  proof  laid  before  you  of  any 
existing  plan  to  subvert  the  author- 
ity of  the  Queen,  the  established 
order  of  government,  or  the  laws  of 
the  land, — whether,  from  the  mere 
speaking  and  uttering  of  the  wordi 
by  the  party  charged  with  treason, 
you  can  feel  yourselves  authorized 
to  infer  that  at  the  time  the  wordi 
were  uttered  there  did  exist  a  de- 
liberate design  in  the  mind  of  the 
speaker  to  effect  any  of  thoae  wicked 
purposes,  and  that  the  speech  was 
made  by  him  to  induce  the  hearen 
to  take  up  arms,  or  to  use  force  and 
violence  for  the  purpose  of  canying 
such  design  into  effect ;  you  must 
determine  for  yourselves  whether 
such  is  the  safe  conclusion  at  which 
you  can  arrive  upon  such  evidence 
alone,  or  whether  the  words  are  not 
rather  to  be  considered  as  the  pro- 
duction of  a  heated  and  distempered 
mind,  thrown  out  at  the  moment 
rashly  and  hastily — ^words,  indeed, 
'as  wicked  as  might  be,'  as  was 
said  in  Pyne's  case,  but  words  spo- 
ken without  reference  to  any  fonned 
desiffn  or  settled  purpose  in  the 
heart  of  the  speaker.  In  the  latter 
^od^  of  viewing  them  they  would 
dot  4K>QBt}ti|t9.an  act  of  treason,  but 
]bf  ji^^n^lvtble  as  a  higl^  miademean- 
or  only* 
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a  great  noise ;  and  that  a  fire  was  kindled  on  the  gravel  1942. 
walk  in  the  front  of  his  honse,  and  articles  of  furniture 
brought  from  the  house  and  burnt  in  it,  and  also  the 
house  itself  set  on  fire;  and  that,  on  his  going  to  the 
house  on  the  next  day,  he  found  that  fires  had  been  lighted 
on  the  floors  of  the  study,  school-room,  dining  and  drawing 
rooms,  kitchen,  and  two  bed-rooms,  and  that  the  house 
was,  in  consequence,  rendered  totally  uninhabitable.  With 
respect  to  some  of  the  prisoners,  the  evidence  was,  that 
they  actually  set  fire  to  the  house  itself;  but  with  respect 
to  others,  it  was  proved,  that  they  were  present  and  car- 
ried articles  of  furniture  out  of  the  house,  and  put  them  on 
the  fire  which  was  on  the  gravel  walk. 

TiNDAL,  C.  J.,  (in  summing  up.) — ^The  stat.  7  &  8  Greo.  4, 
c.  30,  s.  8,  in  the  first  place  enacts,  that  if  persons  riotously 
and  tumultuously  assembled  together  to  the  disturbance  of 
the  public  peace,  demolish  or  pull  down  a  house,  or  begin  to 
demolish  or  pull  down  a  house,  &c.  they  shall  be  guilty  of  fe- 
lony, and  those  words  would  rather  point  to  a  demolition  of 
the  house  by  separating  from  each  other,  by  pulling  down, 
the  materials  of  which  the  house  is  composed;  but  the  statute 
has  also  words  of  much  larger  signification,  which  are,  ^'de- 
stroy '*  or ''  begin  to  destroy.'*  Now,  it  is  impossible  to  say 
that  there  can  be  any  greater  element  of  destruction  than 
that  of  fire.  There  is  no  doubt,  therefore/that,  whether  the 
intention  of  the  parties  was  to  demolish  and  destroy  by 
pulling  down  the  materials  of  the  house,  or  by  reducing 
the  house  to  a  useless  state  for  habitation  by  the  agency  of 
fire,  the  offence  is  completely  the  same  with  respect  to 
those  parties  who  are  implicated  in  the  transaction.  There 
are  two  classes  of  cases  to  which  the  evidence  here  applies, 
but  both  of  them  are  proper  for  your  consideration — ^the 
one,  consisting  of  those,  in  which  persons  are  proved  to 
have  been  actually  setting  fire  to  the  house  itself,  or  feeding 
and  supplying  the  fire  with  fresh  materials  from  time  to 
time ;  the  other,  consisting  of  those,  where  persons  threw 
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1842.  articles  of  fiamiture  into  the  fire  which  was  made  on  tiie 
outside  of  the  house.  With  respect  to  the  former  there 
can  be  no  doubt,  and  as  to  the  latter,  it  will  be  for  you  to 
say  how  tax  those  persons,  although  they  were  not  actually 
employed  in  feeding  the  fire  which  was  existing  in  the 
house,  were  theire  with  a  knowledge  of  what  was  going  on, 
Encouraging,  taking  part  in,  and  endeavouring  to  complete 
that  which  may  have  been  the  general  design  of  those  who 
were  assembled,  namely,  the  destruction  of  the  house  and 
the  furniture  in  it.  And  in  order  to  make  out  the  diarge 
against  the  prison^irs  you  must  be  satisfied  either  tiiat  thej 
weire  the  very  parties  who  actuaUy  did  destroy  and  demolish, 
or  begin  to  destroy  uid  demolish  this  house  by  the  agenqr  of 
fire,  whibh  was  the  intention  of  the  mob,  or  that  they  being 
on  the  spot  at  the  time,  were  taking  such  steps  in  the 
traasoctioii  that  they  may  be  said  to  haye  enoonraiged  and 
a^sisted,'aM[  by  their  acts  to  have  aided  and  abetted,  in 
the  object  and  design  of  destroying  or  beginmng  to  de- 
stroythe  house  of  Dr.  Vale. 


•«.'! 


Vi    '    : 


.-  I    . 


Verdict — Guilty,  as  to  all  the  pris<taters,  ex- 
cept three. 

Fhlktt,  S.G.,  Ludhuf,  Serjt.,  Tayintrd,  Seijt,  Cfodmm, 
Talbot,  and  Waddingion,  for  the  Crown. 

Q.  Price,  F.  V.  Let,  Meteyard,  Allen,   W.  Johnstone 
J^eafe,  and  Huddleston,  for  the  respective  prisoners. 

[Atibmieli — SoHhiiora  of  the  Treatmf,  for  the  protecutioii,  and  WM- 
t.      ley,WiUiam$,Bob€rttyaaABrimm,{€iftheTei^fecd9^ 


' ;    I 
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1842. 
Begina  v.  Simpson,  Ellis,  and  Sixteen  Others. 


NDICTMENT  on  the  stat.  7  &  8  Geo.  4,  c.  80,  s.  8,  for  ^  pri«>»«  *«* 

.  been  omitted 

lelonionsly  demolismng  a  house.  on  a  charge  of 

7?he  prisoners  were  charged  in  the  first  count  of  the  lndl(inw2U$ 

indictment  with  having  feloniously  demolished  and  de-  Jefuf^dVtlSL 

stroked  the  house  of  the  Sey.  Robert  Ellis  Aitkins ;  se-  ^^}^  figaiMt  him 

cond  count,  for  having  foloniously  begun  to  demolish  and  for  feloniously 

destroy  the  house.  SuX 

As  soon  as  the  prisoner  EUis  had  pleaded  to  the  indict-  g*o' 4^/3*  ^ 

ment,  Allen,  for  the  prisoner  Ellis,  applied  that  he  should  >*s*  He  plead- 

be  tried  separately  and  after  the  other  prisoners  who  were  dictment,  and 

included  in  the  same  indictment  with  him,  on  the  ground  Jlled^aftw  Ae 

ihBt  the  prisoner  Ellis  had  been  oriffinallv  charged  with  the  other  pn- 

J  '1.1  .  toners,  who 

high  treason^  and  not  with  the  offence  which  was  the  sub-  were  indicted 
ject  of  the  present  indictment,  and  also  because  only  four  feioniousiy^de- 
witnesses  had  been  examined  before  the  magistrates  of  SI,°u!!e'-*"on'^e 
whose  depositions  the  prisoner  had  been  furnished  with  ground  that  he 
copies,  and  there  were  the  names  of  thirty-two  witnesses  copy  of  any 
on  the^back  of  the  indictment,  of  the  nature  of  whose  evi-  ^  that^ch^^. 
dence  the  prisoner  was  unaware.  ^^}  ^^"  ^" 

'^  not  allowed,  as 

the  prosecution 
n.  ^    »       *  «        1  .         •  -     .   .        might  have 

TtNDAii,  O.  J.— ^I  o&nnot  take  this  prisoner  out  of  a  joint  been  com- 

indictment  to  which  he  has  pleaded  not  guilty.    It  is  one  "Jt"gdnjb«fore 

mode,  and  a  constitutional  mode,  of  commencing  a  prose-  ""J  m«gi«tratc, 

cution,  that  the  witnesses  should  go  at  once  before  the  would  have 

grand  jury,  and  that  is  what  they  have  done  on  the  pre-  sitions  at  all.  * 

sent  occasion,  and  whenever  that  is  so,  it  is  impossible  demoulhcdby* 

to  give  copies  of  the  depositions,  because  none  are  taken,  rioters  by 

means  of  fire^ 
one  of  the 

The  case  proceeded  against  all  the  prisoners,  and  it  ap-  p^g^t  while* 
peared  that  about  midnight  on  the  IBth  August,  1842,  a  {J^^^J'J^™' 
mob  of  persons,  some  being  armed  with  cutlasses,  staves,  convicted  for 
and  bludgeons,  came  to  the  house  of  the  Bev.  B.  E.  Aitkins,  demoUtion  un- 
and  having  burst  open  the  front  door  and  entered  the  ^*^8^g«o1^^ 
house,  they  destroyed  the  furniture,  and  at  about  twenty  ^>  ''^'^'i 

not  proved  to  have  been  present  when  the  home  was  originilly  set  on  6re. 


Simpson. 
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1842.        minutes  before  one  o'clock  set  the  bouse  on  fire.    It  was 
"■ — "^^^      proved  by  a  witness  named  Goodwin,  that  between  two 

RbOINA  x:  ^ 

V.  and  three  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  of  August, 

he  saw  the  prisoner  Ellis  standing  within  the  railing  in 
front  of  the  house^  which  was  then  on  fire ;  and  to  shew 
that  the  prisoner  Ellis  was  not  innocently  present,  evidence 
was  given  of  what  he  had  said  at  several  times  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  riotSj  and  of  a  speech  which  he  addressed  to 
the  populace  on  the  afternoon  of  the  16th  of  August,  at  a 
place  about  a  minute's  walk  from  Mr.  Aitkin's  house,  at 
which  this  fire  took  place.  With  respect  to  some  of  the  other 
prisoners,  evidence  was  given  that  they  applied  lighted 
torches  to  the  house  and  set  it  on  fire. 
The  defence  of  Ellis  was  an  alibi. 

Tin  DAL,  C.  J.,  (in  summing  up  the  case  as  to  the  pri* 
soner  Ellis),  said — ^If  you  are  dissatisfied  with  the  testi* 
mony  which  he  has  produced,  and  you  think  that  he  is 
attempting  to  prove  that  which  is  not  true,  you  have  then 
to  consider  whether  Gt>odwin  has  proved  that  he  was  there, 
and  next  whether  he  was  there  with  the  guilty  intention 
of  aiding  and  assisting  the  mob. 

The  jury  found  the  prisoner  Ellis  and  sixteen 
of  the  other  prisoners  guilty. 

AUen,  for  the  prisoner  Ellis. — I  wish  to  mention  a  point 
in  this  case,  which  I  ought  to  have  made  at  an  earlier 
stage  of  it.  This  is  an  indictment  for  demolishing  and 
for  beginning  to  demolish  a  house — ^the  mean  of  destruc- 
tion being  that  of  fire.  And  I  believe  that,  in  cases  where 
the  offence  charged  has  been  the  '^setting  fire"  to  a  house, 
it  has  been  held  that  persons  who  have  come  up  after  the 
fire  has  commenced  are  not  principals  in  the  crime  of  ar- 
son, however  they  may  have  aided  in  the  transaction  by 
feeding  the  fire  afterwards.  Now,  the  prisoner  EUis  is,  I 
admit,  tried  under  a  different  enactment;   but  I  would 
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suggest  that  the  same  exactitude  is  required  on  the  one         1942. 
enactment  and  on  the  other.    There  was,  in  this  case,  no      ^ — ^^""^ 
evidence  that  the  prisoner  Ellis  was  present  till  long  after  v. 

the  demolition  had  begun,  and  there  is  nothing  from  which  'mpson. 
the  jury  could  infer  that  he  was  at  this  house  at  the  time 
of  the  commencement  of  the  fire ;  and  it  is,  I  apprehend, 
a  general  rule  that  persons,  who  come  up  after  the  comple- 
tion of  a  felony,  cannot,  in  law,  be  held  to  be  principals, 
however  they  may  be  accessories  after  the  fact. 

TiNDAL,  C.  J. — ^If  I  felt  the  force  of  the  objection,  I 
would  certainly  reserve  the  point ;  but  it  appears  to  me 
that  your  argument  fails  on  the  main  ground  on  which  you 
put  it  forward.  You  are  comparing  this  to  the  case  of  an 
indictment  for  arson.  It  is  possible  that,  if  this  had  been 
an  indictment  for  burning  the  house,  the  objection  might 
have  been  valid ;  but  this  is  an  offence  under  an  enact- 
ment that  makes  it  a  felony,  if  persons  riotously  and  tu- 
multuously  assemble  together  to  the  disturbance  of  the 
public  peace,  and,  when  so  assembled,  destroy  a  house, 
therefore  it  is  not  simply  the  fact  of  destroying  a  house  by 
fire,  but  it  is  the  combined  fact  of  riotously  assembling  to- 
gether and,  whilst  the  riot  continues,  demolishing  the 
house.  Now,  to  make  a  party  guilty  of  that,  he  must  be 
shewn  to  be  one  of  those  who  were  present  at  the  offence, 
or  he  could  not  be  aiding  and  abetting.  But  as  it  was  not 
only  the  burning,  but  also  the  riotously  assembling  together, 
the  whole  of  the  prisoner's  conduct  on  that  day  was  before 
the  jury.  It  was  distinctly  left  to  them,  that,  unless  they 
thought  that  the  prisoner  Ellis  had,  by  his  language,  ex- 
cited this  mob  to  the  act  which  was  the  subject-matter  of 
the  inquiry,  and  afterwards  been  present  at  it>  he  was  not 
gvdlty. 

The  prisoner  EQis  was  sentenced  to  be  transported  for 
twenty-onte  years* 
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FoUettf  S.  G.,  and  Waddisiffton,  for  the  Crown. 

rboina  F*  V.  Lee,  Meieyard,  E.  Yardley,   W.  Johnstone  Neale, 

Simpson.      ^^^  Huddleston,  for  the  respective  prisoners. 

[Attornies — SolieUon  for   ths  Treatvry,   for  the    prosecation;    and 
WiUiamMf  Bowen,  Brown,  Whalley,  and  BoberU,  for  the  respecdye  . 
prisoners.] 


Begina  r.  Gibson. 

A  witness  for     InDICTMENT  on  the  Stat.  7  &  8  Geo.  4,  c.  30,  s.  8,  for 
the^p^ecuaon  ^^^^j^j^^  ^  ^^^^^  ^j^^  p^^p^^y  ^^  ^o^^  Granville. 

•iked  in  CTOM-       ^  cross- examining  one  of  the  witnesses  for  the  prosecu- 
examination       ^Jqjj    Huddleston,  for  the  prisoner,  proposed  to  ask  the 

whether  he  has  '  '  ir  '   r     ir     ^ 

notsutedcer-    witness  whether  he  had  not  stated  certain  facts  to  the 

tain  facts  before  .  . 

the  grand  jury,    grand  JUTJ. 
and  tiie  witness 
is  bound  to 

mnswer  that  Godson,  for  the  prosccution. — I  submit  that  the  witness 

cannot  be  asked  as  to  what  he  said  before  the  grand  jmy. 

Parke,  B. — I  see  no  objection  to  the  question,  and  I 
think  that  the  witness  is  bound  to  answer  it. 


The  question  was  put. 

Verdict — ^Not  guilty. 

Ludlow,  Serjt.,  and  Godson,  for  the  prosecution. 
Huddleston,  for  the  prisoner. 

[Attomies — SoUcUorsfor  the  Treasury^  and  BowenJ] 


INDEX 


TO    THE 


PRINCIPAL   MATTERS. 


ABDUCTION. 

Semble,  that  where  a  man  bj  false 
and  fraudulent  representations  in- 
duced the  parents  of  a  girl,  between 
ten  and  eleven  years  of  age,  to  allow 
liim  to  take  her  away,  such  taking 
away  of  the  girl  is  an  abduction 
within  the  meaning  of  the  statute 
9  Geo.  4,  c.  31,  s.  20.  Re^,  v. 
Hopkins,  254 

ACCESSORY. 

1 .  An  accessory  before  the  fact  to 
a  felony  committed  on  the  high  seas, 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Ad- 
miralty of  England,  may  be  indicted 
and  tried  at  the  Central  Criminal 
Court,  by  virtue  of  the  statutes  7  Geo. 
4,  c.  64,  8.  9,  and  4  &  5  Will.  4,  c.  36, 
8.  22,  although  the  person  charged  as 
the  principal  offender  has  not  been 
"committed  to  or  detained  in"  the 
gaol  of  Newgate  for  his  offence.  Beff. 
V.  Wallace,  200 

2.  A  person  may  be  tried  under 
the  sUtutes  7  Will.  4  &  1  Vict.  c.  89, 
ss.  6  &  11,  as  an  accessory  before 
the  fact  to  the  offence  of  setting  fire 
to  a  vessel,  of  which  he  was  at  the 
time  a  part  owner.  Ibid. 

3.  An  indictment  is  properly  framed, 
which  states  that  the  principal  felon 
cast  away  and  destroyed  a  vessel,  and 

VOL.  I. 


that  the  accessory  incited,  moved, 
aided,  counselled,  hired,  and  com- 
manded him  to  do  it;  and  the  acces- 
sory may  be  convicted  on  an  indict- 
ment so  framed,  although  the  prin- 
cipal felon  has  not  been  tried,  and 
does  not  appear  to  be  amenable  to 
justice.  Ibid, 

4.  A  servant  let  a  person  into  his 
master^s  house  on  a  Saturday  after- 
noon, and  concealed  him  there  all 
night,  in  order  that  he  might  rob  the 
house;  and  on  the  Sunday  morning 
left  the  premises  in  pursuance  of  the 
previous  arrangement.  The  man,  in 
the  servant's  absence,  broke  into  the 
bedroom  of  the  master  and  stole  the 
contents  of  his  cash-box: — Held,  that 
the  man  who  took  the  property  from 
the  cash-box  was  rightly  charged  as 
a  thief,  and  the  servant  who  let  him 
into  the  house  as  an  accessory  before 
the  fact.     Reg.  Y.  Tuckwell,         215 

ACCOUNT  STATED. 
See  Bill  of  Exchange,  2. 

ACTION  (NOTICE  OF). 
See  Notice  of  Action. 

ACT  OF  PARLIAMENT. 
iSee  Practice,  1. — Statute. 
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ADMISSION. 


AMENDMENT. 


ADMINISTERING  UNNECES- 
SARY OATHS. 

See  Oaths. 

ADMINISTRATION. 
See  Appointment. — Executor. 

ADMINISTRATOR. 
See  Executor. 

ADMIRALTY. 
See  Accessory,  1,  2. 

ADMISSION. 
See  Costs. 

1 .  A  plaintiff,  hj  his  notice  to  ad- 
mit, called  on  a  defendant  to  admit 
an  authority  to  sell  an  estate  *'  signed 
by  defendant,"  and  dated  "  10th 
August,  1840;"  and  the  judge  by 
consent  made  the  usual  order  to  ad- 
mit it.  When  the  document  was 
given  in  evidence,  the  date,  "  Au- 
gust," appeared  to  be  written  on  an 
erasure: — Held,  that  the  defendant, 
by  this  admission,  had  precluded  him- 
self from  calling  on  the  plaintiff  to 
give  evidence  to  explain  the  altered 
date.     Poole  v.  Palmer,  69 

2.  Semble,  that,  by  an  admission 
of  this  kind,  the  accuracy  of  the  do- 
cument is  conceded.  Ibid, 

3.  In  an  action  on  a  bill  of  ex- 
change, the  defendant  was,  by  a 
judge's  order  (in  the  usual  form),  to 
make  the  admission  specified  in  the 
notice  to  admit,  and  the  notice  called 
on  the  defendant  to  admit  that  the 
document  therein  "  specified  to  be 
original,  was  written,  signed,  or  exe- 
cuted, as  it  purports  to  have  been, 
saving  all  jvst  exceptions  to  the  ad- 
missibility of  such  document  as  evi- 
dence in  this  cause."  The  notice 
then  described  the  bill  of  exchange 
in  the  usual  manner: — Held,  that 
this  admission  did  not  preclude  the 
defendant  from  objecting  that  the 
bill  was  not  properly  stamped,  and 
also  that  this  was  not  such  an  admis- 


sion as  dispensed  with  the  production 
of  the   bill.     Vain  v.   Whittington, 

484 

ADULTERY. 

See  Grim.  Con. — Larceny, 

1,  2,  3,  4. 

AFFIDAVITS. 

See  Oaths  (unnecessary,  admi- 
nistering). 

AGENT. 
See  Evidence,  1,  8.— Trespass,  8. 

AGREExMENT. 

See  Bill  of   Exchange,    12. — 
Stamp,  1. 

An  agreement  in  writing,  made  by 
proper  authority,  contained  in  the 
body  of  it  the  names  of  all  the  con- 
tracting parties,  and  concluded:  "In 
witness  whereof  we  have  hereto  set 
our  hands,  &c.;"  but  there  was  not 
any  signature  at  the  foot  of  the  agree- 
ment by  any  one: — Held,  that  the 
agreement  was  not  signed  by  the 
parties  to  be  charged  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Statute  of  Frauds,  be- 
cause the  names  were  inserted  of 
necessity  in  the  body  of  the  agree- 
ment to  make  sense  of  it,  and  should 
not  be  used  over  again  as  signatures; 
and  because  it  appeared  from  the 
whole  of  the  document  that  the 
parties  had  not  intended  it  to  be 
binding  upon  them  until  the  names 
had  been  signed  at  the  foot  of  the 
paper.     Hubert  y.  Turner,  351 

AIDING  A  CONSTABLE,  (RE- 
FUSAL). 

See  Constable,  2,  3. 

AIDING  AN  ESCAPE, 
See  Escape. 

AMENDMENT. 

1 .  On  the  trial  of  an  action  against 
officers  of  a  court  of  requests,  the 
Nisi  Prius  record  contained  only  a 
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plea  of  not  guilty,  without  the  words 
**  by  statute' '  being  added.  The  de- 
fendant's counsel  wished  to  amend, 
by  adding  the  words  "  by  statute'*  to 
the  Nisi  Prius  record.  The  judge 
would  not  allow  the  amendment,  as 
it  could  not  be  shewn  that  the  words 
"  by  statute"  were  on  the  defendant's 
plea;  but  semhle,  that,  if  it  could  have 
been  shewn  that  the  words  **  by  sta- 
tute" had  been  in  the  issue  delivered 
by  the  plaintiff's  attorney,  the  judge 
would  have  allowed  the  amendment. 
Forman  v,  Dawes,  127 

2.  In  replevin  upon  a  taking  of 
goods  in  a  public-house  and  a  brewery, 
there  was  an  avowry  as  to  the  taking 
in  the  public-house  only  (omitting  the 
brewery).  The  judge  at  the  trial 
would  not  allow  the  avowry  to  be 
amended  by  inserting  the  brewery. 
Bye  V.  Bower,  262 

3.  The  23rd  section  of  the  stat. 
3  &  4  Will.  4,  c.  42,  does  not  ex- 
tend to  the  amending  of  omissions  in 
pleading.  Ibid, 

4.  An  affidavit  was  sworn  in  a  cause 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Charitable 
Donations  and  Bequests  in  Ireland, 
against  J.  E.  D.;  and  in  an  indict- 
ment for  perjury  on  it,  the  affidavit 
was  alleged  to  be  intitled  in  that  cause. 
The  affidavit  was  intitled  the  **  Com- 
missioner," instead  of  **  Commission- 
ers;" but  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  al- 
lowed an  amendment  of  the  indictment 
to  obviate  an  objection  as  to  this  va- 
riance.    Reg,  V.  Christian,  388 

APPOINTMENT. 

1.  The  jurisdiction,  to  determine 
whether  a  married  woman  has  power 
to  make  an  appointment  in  the  nature 
of  a  will,  belongs  to  the  Queen's 
temporal  Courts.      Tucker  v.  Inman, 

82 

2.  It  is  necessary  that  administra- 
tion, in  some  degree,  should  be 
granted,  before  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery wiU  adjudicate  on  the  validity  of 


a  testamentary  appointment  made  by 
a  married  woman.  Ibid. 

3.  And  if  a  married  woman  have  a 
power  of  appointment  over  a  parti- 
cular amount  of  property,  and  that 
property  is  purchased  by  A.  B.,  the 
Court  of  Chancery  will  adjudicate  re- 
specting it,  whether  the  Prerogative 
Court  grant  letters  limited  to  that 
amount  only,  or  give  general  letters 
of  administration.  Ibid. 

4.  In  the  case  where  a  married 
woman  has  a  power ^^f  appointment 
over  a  certain  amount  of  property  be- 
queathed, the  Prerogative  Court  will 
not  grant  to  A.  B.  (he  not  being  the 
husband  of  the  deceased  nor  executor) 
administration  ceeterorum,  but  only 
limited  to  the  amount  in  question. 

Ibid. 

5.  Where,  in  prohibition,  there  is 
a  special  traverse  of  the  allegation  of 
the  practice  of  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery, respecting  the  will  **  so  made 
by  Sarah  Inman,"  namely,  that  it  was 
not  necessary,  before  that  Court  would 
proceed  to  adjudicate,  that  limited 
letters  of  administration  should  be 
granted,  the  traverse  is  made  out  by 
shewing  that  in  this  case  the  Prero- 
gative Court  will  not  grant  more  than 
limited  letters  to  the  party  in  ques- 
tion, although  it  be  shewn  that  the 
Court  of  Chancery  would  adjudicate 
if  the  letters  of  administration  had 
been  general.  Ibid. 

APPREHENSION. 

See  False  Imprisonment,  4,  5.— 
Trespass,  6. 

APPRENTICE. 
See  Board  and  Lodging. 

ARREST. 
See  Trespass,  6. 

ARSON. 
See  Demolishing  Houses,  5,  6,  7. 
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ASSAULT. 


ATTEMPT  AT  MISDEMEANOR. 


In  a  case  of  arson,  it  appeared  that 
a  small  faggot  was  set  on  fire  on  the 
hoarded  floor  of  a  room,  and  the  fag- 
got was  nearly  consumed;  the  hoards 
of  the  floor  were  "  scorched  hlack, 
but  not  burnt/'  and  no  part  of  the 
wood  of  the  floor  was  consumed: — 
Hddy  that  this  was  not  a  suflicient 
burning  to  support  an  indictment  for 
arson.     Reg.  v.  Russell,  541 

ASSAULT. 
See  Murder,  4. — Wounding,  3, 4. 

1.  If  one  man  strikes  another  a 
blow,  that  other  has  a  right  to  defend 
himself  and  to  strike  a  blow  in  his 
defence,  but  he  has  no  right  to  re^ 
venge  himself;  and  if,  when  all  the 
danger  is  past,  he  strikes  a  blow  not 
necessary  for  his  defence,  he  com- 
mits an  assault  and  battery.  Reg,  v. 
Driscoll,  2 14 

2.  The  burglariously  breaking  and 
entering  a  dwelling-house,  with  intent 
to  commit  a  rape,  is  not  a  crime  that 
includes  an  assault;  and  therefore,  in 
an  indictment  for  such  a  burglary,  the 
prisoner  cannot  be  convicted  of  an 
assault  under  the  stat.  1  Vict.  c.  85, 
8.  11 .     Reg,  V.  Watkins,  264 

3.  Action  for  assault.  Plea,  that 
the  plaintifi^  entered  the  defendant's 
close  without  leave  and  license,  and 
that  the  defendant  ordered  him  off: 
but  he  not  going,  the  defendant  mol- 
liter  manus,  &c.  Replication,  de  in- 
juries: — Held,  that  under  this  plea  it 
is  not  necessary  for  the  defendant  to 
rebut  all  leave  and  license,  because 
that  is  not  material  to  the  issue,  the 
defendant's  justification  being  com- 
plete, if  he  can  shew  that  he  required 
the  plaintiff  to  leave  the  close,  and 
the  plaintiff  refused  to  do  so»  although 
the  plaintiff  had,  in  fact,  entered  at 
first  by  the  leave  and  license  of  the 
defendant,  that  leave  and  license  last* 
ing  only  during  the  defendant's  plea- 
sure.    Jelly  V.  Bradley,  270 

4.  In  a  case  of  manslaughter,  the 


prisoner  cannot  be  convicted  of  an 
assault  under  the  11th  sect,  of  the 
stat.  1  Vict.  c.  85,  unless  that  assault 
is  the  subject-matter  of  the  charge, 
and  embodied  in  the  charge,  and 
which  would  itself  have  been  the  fe- 
lony, but  for  some  other  cause;  and 
the  jury  ought  not,  on  a  charge  of 
manslaughter,  to  convict  the  prisoner 
of  an  assault,  unless  that  assault  con- 
duced to  the  death  of  the  deceased, 
although  the  death  was  not  man- 
slaughter.    Reg.  V.  Crumpton,     597 

ASSAULT,  WITH  INTENT  TO 

ROB. 

An  indictment  for  an  assault,  with 
intent  to  rob,  which  charges  that  the 
prisoner,  in  and  upon  R.  B.  "felo- 
niously did  make  an  assault,  with  in- 
tent the  monies,  goods,  and  chattels 
of  the  said  R.  B.,  from  the  person 
and  against  the  will  of  him,  the  said 
R.  B.,  then  and  there  feloniously 
and  violently  to  rob,  steal,  take,  and 
carry  away,  against  the  form  of  the 
statute,"  &c.,  is  good.  Reg  v.  Hux^ 
ley,  596 

Form  of  indictment.  Ibid, 

ATTEMPT  TO  COMMIT  MISDE- 
MEANOR. 

A  man  went  into  a  pawnbroker's 
shop  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  and 
laid  down  eleven  thimbles  on  the 
counter,  saying,  '*  I  want  five  shil- 
lings on  them."  The  pawnbroker's 
assistant  asked  the  man  if  they  were 
silver,  and  he  said  they  were.  The 
assistant  tested  them,  and  found  they 
were  not  silver,  and  in  consequence 
did  not  give  the  man  any  money,  but 
sent  for  a  policeman,  and  gave  him 
into  custody: — Held,  that  the  con- 
duct of  the  man  who  presented  the 
thimbles  amounted  to  an  attempt  to 
commit  the  statutable  misdemeanor 
of  obtaining  money  under  false  pre- 
tences, and  by  consequence  that,  if 
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money  bad  been  obtained,  that  sta- 
tutable offence  would  have  been  com- 
plete.    Reg.  T.  Ball,  249 

AUCTION. 
In  the  sale  of  certain  lots  of  goods 
bj  auction,  the  conditions  of  sale  pre- 
fixed to  the  auctioneer's  catalogue 
vere,  among  others,  that  the  goods 
were  to  be  paid  for  before  deliveiy, 
and  to  be  cleared  off  the  premises  by 
a  certain  day: — Held,  in  tlie  absence 
of  evidence  of  a  specific  stipulation  to 
that  effect,  that  the  Ian  would  not 
imply  a  custom  that  the  purchaser 
should  inspect  and  measure  the  goods 
knocked  down  to  him  before  he  paid 
for  tliem  -,  and  that  the  words  of  the 
catalogue,  "  before  deliTcry,"  meant 
before  delivery  for  any  purpost,  whe- 
ther to  measure  or  to  clear  away. 
Seem,  where  the  goods  are  bought  by 
sample,  in  which  case  the  purchaser 
has  a  right,  before  payment,  to  see 
that  the  bulk  corresponds  with  the 
sample.     PelUtt  t.  Mitchell,       424 

AUTHORITY. 
See  Bill  of  Exchange,  7,  8,  9. 

AUTREFOIS  ACQUIT. 
An  acquittal  of  an  offence  charged 
as  a  larceny  cannot  be  pleaded  in  bnr 
to  an  indictment  for  the  same  offence 
charged  as  a  false  pretence.  Reg.  v, 
Henderton,  328 

BANKERS'  CHECK. 


BANK  (JOINT-STOCK). 
See  Embezzlement,  3. 

BANKRUPT. 
See  Maliciously  sdino  otrr  Fiat 
or. — Perjukv,  5,  6. — Petition- 
ing Crkditob,  1. 


1.  A  hoarding  and  lodging-house 
keeper,  who  also  keeps  a  stock  of  wine, 
which  she  supplies  to  her  boarders  and 
lodgers,  by  a  bottle  at  a  time,  as  each 
of  them  may  require  it,  is  a  hotel- 
keeper  under  sect.  2  of  the  Bankrupt 
Act,  6  Geo.  4,  c.  16,  and  as  such 
subject  to  the  bankrupt  laws.  Gib- 
*on  V.  King,  4j8 

2.  A  person,  by  suffering  judgment 
'  to  go  by  default,  does  not  "procure" 
j  his  goods  to  be  taken  in  execution 
I   under  sect,  3  of  the  Bankrupt  Act, 

6  Geo.  4,  c.  1 6,  so  as  to  be  an  act  of 

bankruptcy,  although  his  goods  be 

^   afterwards  taken  in  an  execution  sued 

out  upon  that  judgment.  I6id, 

3.  A  person's  "procuring"  his 
goods  to  be  taken  in  eiecution  has 
no  effect  as  an  act  of  bankruptcy  till 
the  goods  are  actually  taken.       Ibid, 

4.  A  fiat  in  bankruptcy  issued  oa 
the  7th  of  March,  1842,  and  in  aa 
action  of  trover  by  the  assignees  for 
goods  pledged  by  the  bankrupt  on  the 
2dth  of  February,  the  trading  was 
disputed.  The  bankrupt  was  a  board- 
ing-house keeper,  and  sold  wine  to  her 
boarders:— fleW,  that  a  paper  in  the 
handwriting  of  the  bankrupt,  purport- 
ing to  be  an  account  between  her  and 
one  of  ber  boarders,  from  December, 
1840,  to  May,  1841,  was  not  receiv- 
able in  evidence  to  prove  the  trading, 
unless  it  could  be  shewn  to  have  been 
written  before  the  bankruptcy;  and 
held  also,  that  a  book  containing  ac- 
counts between  the  bankrupt  and  one 
of  her  boarders,  of  dates  all  antecedent 
to  the  bankruptcy,  and  to  which  the 
word  "  settled "  was  added  in  the 
bankrupt's  handwriting,  was  also  not 
receivable  in  evidence,  unless  it  was 
shewn  that  the  entries  were  written 
before  the  bankruptcy.  I6id. 

5.  If  in  an  action  of  trover  by  as- 
signees of  a  bankrupt  the  defendant 
plead  that  the  plaintiffs  are  not  assig- 
nees, the  plaintiffs  may,  on  that  issue, 
^ve  evidence  of  any  act  of  bankruptcy 
committed  before  the  date  of  the  &at. 
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although  such  act  of  bankruptcy  be  | 
later  in  date  than  the  transaction 
which  is  relied  on  as  the  conversion 
bj  the  defendant.  Ibid, 

BARBERS'  COMPANY. 
See  Juror,  1 . 

BASTARDY  (ORDER  OF). 
See  Guardian  of  the  Poor. 

BEGIN  (RIGHT  TO). 

1.  In  an  action  of  trespass  to  land 
the  defendants  pleaded  not  guilty,  and 
a  right  of  way.  The  plaintiffs  replied 
de  injuria  to  the  plea  of  the  right  of 
way;  and  newly  assigned,  that  the 
trespasses  were  committed  "  on  other 
and  different  occasions  "  than  that  in 
the  second  plea  mentioned.  The  de- 
fendants pleaded  to  the  new  assign- 
ment a  payment  of  money  into  Court, 
and  by  this  plea  relinquished  and 
abandoned  so  much  of  the  general 
issue  **  as  traverses  or  denies,  or  can 
be  deemed  or  construed  to  traverse 
or  deny  the  said  trespasses  newly  as- 
signedy  or  any  part  thereof."  Repli- 
cation to  this  plea,  accepting  the  sum 
paid  into  Court,  "  in  full  satisfaction 
and  discharge  of  the  said  several  tres- 
passes above  newly  assigned:**  — 
Held,  that,  as  the  plea  of  not  guilty 
was  not  entirely  withdrawn,  the  plain- 
tiff had  the  right  to  begin;  and  that, 
if  in  a  case  like  this  the  defendant 
wished  to  begin,  he  should  take  out 
a  summons,  and,  by  a  judge's  order, 
withdraw  the  general  issue  entirely 
from  the  record.     Price  v.  Seaward^ 

23 

2.  If  in  an  action  on  a  life  policy 
the  defendants  plead  that  at  the  time 
of  the  declaration  of  health  and  the 
policy  the  habits  of  the  person  whose 
life  was  insured  were  immoderate  and 
intemperate,  and  that  he  was  addicted 
to  excessive  drinking:  Replication, 
that  his  habits  were  moderate  and  tem- 


perate, and  not  immoderate  and  in* 
temperate,  and  that  he  was  not  ad- 
dicted to  excessive  drinking: — Held^ 
that  on  these  pleadings  the  plaintiff 
should  begin,  as  there  was  an  affirma- 
tive on  both  sides.     Craig  v.  Fenn^ 

43 

3.  In  an  action  by  the  indorsee 
against  the  maker  of  a  promissoiy 
note,  the  defendant  pleaded  that  the 
note  was  in  the  hands  of  G.  V.,  and 
that,  while  it  was  so,  the  daim  of 
G.  V.  on  this  note  was  by  an  order 
of  Nisi  Prius  referred  to  an  arbitrator; 
and  that,  before  any  award  was  made, 
the  note  was  in  violation  of  good  faith 
delivered  to  the  plaintiff;  and  that  the 
plaintiff,  at  the  time  he  took  the  note, 
had  full  knowledge  of  all  the  premises: 
Replication,  that  the  plaintiff  had  not 
any  knowledge  of  the  premises: — 
Held,  that,  on  these  pleadings,  the  de- 
fendant must  begin,  as  the  plaintiff's 
knowledge  of  the  facts  was  an  essen- 
tial part  of  the  defence.  Smith  v. 
Martin,  58 

4.  If  a  declaration  on  promissory 
notes,  by  indorsee  against  drawer,  con- 
tains counts  on  the  notes  only,  with- 
out any  other  count,  and  the  defend- 
ant plead,  as  to  part  of  the  amoimt, 
payment  of  that  sum  while  the  payee 
was  the  holder  of  the  notes,  and,  as 
to  the  residue,  a  payment  of  a  further 
sum  into  Court,  and  that  the  plain- 
tiff has  sustained  no  greater  damages: 
Replication  to  the  first  plea,  that  the 
payment  was  not  made  while  the  payee 
was  the  holder  of  the  notes;  and  to 
the  second  plea,  that  the  plaintiff  had 
sustained  greater  damages: — Held, 
that  if  the  first  issue  had  stood  alone, 
the  defendant  would  have  been  enti- 
tled to  begin,  but  that  the  second  issue 
entitled  the  plaintiff  to  begin,  although 
it  was  stated  by  the  defendant's  coun- 
sel, that,  if  the  defendant  succeeded 
on  the  first  issue,  the  plaintiff,  as  mat- 
ter of  calculation,  could  not  be  enti- 
tled to  any  thing  on  the  second  issue. 
CrippsY.  Wells,  489 
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BENEFIT  SOCIETY. 
See  Larceny,  7. 

BIGAMY. 

1 .  If  in  a  case  of  bigamy  there  be 
a  discrepaocy  between  the  Christian 
name  of  the  prisoner's  first  wife,  as 
laid  in  the  indictment,  and  as  stated 
in  the  copy  of  the  register,  which  is 
produced  to  prove  the  first  marriage, 
the  prisoner  must  be  acquitted;  un- 
less that  discrepancy  can  be  explain- 
ed, or,  in  the  absence  of  such  proof, 
unless  it  can  be  shewn  that  the  first 
wife  was  known  by  both  names.  Reg. 
V.  Gooding,  297 

2.  In  a  case  of  bigamy  it  appeared 
that  the  prisoner's  first  wife  had  left 
him  sixteen  years  ago;  and  it  was 
proved  by  the  second  wife  that  she 
had  known  him  nine  years  living  as 
a  single  man,  and  that  she  had  never 
heard  of  the  first  wife,  who,  it  ap- 
peared, had  been  living  seventeen 
miles  from  where  the  prisoner  resid- 
ed :  — Held,  that  on  this  evidence  the 
prisoner  ought  to  be  acquitted  on  the 
proviso  contained  in  the  22nd  section 
of  the  9  Geo.  4,  c.  ;31.  Reg.  v.  T. 
Jones,  614 

BILL  (IGNORED). 
See  Indictment,  9. 

BILL  OF  EXCHANGE  AND 
PROMISSORY  NOTE. 

See  Begin  (Right  to), 3, 4. — Wit- 
ness, 8. 

1.  A  paper  was  in  the  following 
form,  "I,  R.  J.  M.,  owe  Mrs.  E.  the 
sum  of  £6,  which  is  to  be  paid  by 
instalments,  for  rent.  (Signed)  R.  J. 
M.:" — Held,  not  to  be  a  promissory 
note,  as  no  time  was  stipulated  for 
the  payment  of  the  instalments.  Mof- 
fat V.  Edwards,  1 6 

2.  If  in  assumpsit  on  a  bill  of  ex- 
change by  indorsee  against  acceptor. 


with  a  count  upon  an  account  stated^ 
the  defendant  plead  to  the  first 
count  that  he  did  not  accept,  and  do 
not  plead  at  all  to  the  second  count, 
and  the  award  of  venire  be  in  the 
usual  form  to  try;  the  judge  at  Nisi 
Prius  will  try  the  issue  joined,  and^ 
if  a  verdict  pass  for  the  plaint ifiP,  a 
nolle  prosequi  should  be  entered  as  to 
the  count  upon  an  account  stated. 
Luckie  v.  Gompertz,  55 

3.  Where,  after  an  action  is  brought 
by  the  indorsee  of  a  bill  of  exchange 
against  the  acceptor,  the  drawer  pays 
the  acceptor  part  of  the  amount,  the 
indorsee  (unless  he  be  suing  as  a 
trustee  for  the  drawer)  should  take 
a  verdict  against  the  acceptor  for  the 
balance  and  interest  onlv,  and  when 
he  is  paid,  he  should  give  the  bill 
up  to  the  drawer.  Hemming  v. 
Brook,  57 

4.  The  plaintiffs  sold  horses  to  the 
defendant  on  the  10th  of  March^ 
1840,  and  in  payment  the  defendant 
gave  a  cheque  on  his  bankers,  which 
the  plaintiffs  crossed  to  their  own 
bankers  and  paid  in  to  them  on  the 
11th  of  the  same  month.  The  de- 
fendant's bankers  did  not  use  the 
clearing-house  in  Lombard-street,  and 
accordingly  the  plaintiffs'  bankers 
presented  the  cheque  to  the  defend- 
ant's bankers  on  the  12th,  whereas, 
otherwise,  they  would  have  presented 
it  at  the  clearing-house  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  llth.  The  defendant's 
bankers  had  stopped  payment  on  the 
12th: — Held,  that  the  bankers  of  the 
plaintiffs  had  acted  in  strict  accord- 
ance with  the  rules  of  mercantile  law; 
but  that  the  plaintiffs  themselves  had 
been  guilty  of  laches  in  not  paying  the 
cheque  to  their  bankers  on  the  10th, 
if  they  received  it  within  banking 
hours.     Alexander  v.  Burchfield,  75 

5.  If  a  party  makes  a  promissory 
note,  whereby  he  promises  to  pay  the 
plaintiff,  or  order,  "  £600,  with  in« 
terest  thereon,  at  the  rate  of  six  per 
cent,  per  annum,  twelve  months  aftef 
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date,"  the  jndge  will  advise  the  jury,   [ 
in  blowing  interest  up  to  the  time 
of  signing  judgment,  to  allow  it  at  the 
rate  of  five  per  cent.  only.       Ward 
V.  Morrison,  368 

6.  A  notice  of  dishonour,  addressed 
to  the  defendant,  stating,  that  '*  your 
draft  upon  Mr.  G.  C.  for  £50,  due 
3rd  March,  is  returned  to  us  unpaid, 
and,  if  not  taken  up  in  the  course  of 
this  day,  proceedings  wiU  he  taken 
against  hoth  you  and  him  for  the  re- 
covery thereof,"  is  a  good  notice  of 
dishonour.   Robson  v.  Curlewis,    378 

7.  If  a  hill  of  exchange  or  promis- 
sory note  he  drawn,  accepted,  or  in- 
dorsed>  by  one  of  two  persons  who 
are  partners  in  a  business  which  is  not 
a  trade  (e.  g.  as  attornies),  in  the 
name  of  the  firm,  and  the  partner, 
who  did  not  write  the  names  of  the 
firm,  by  his  plea  deny  the  drawing, 
acceptance,  or  indorsement  respect- 
ively, the  plaintiff  must  give  evidence 
of  the  authority  of  the  other  partner 
to  draw,  accept,  or  indorse  in  the  name 
of  the  firm;  but  in  the  case  of  a  com- 
mercial firm  this  is  not  necessary,  as 
there  is  a  general  authority.  Levy 
V.  Pyne,  453 

8.  P.  &  R.,  who  were  in  partner- 
ship as  attornies,  were  sued  as  the  in- 
dorsers  of  a  promissory  note  indorsed 
by  P.  in  the  name  of  the  firm.  P. 
suffered  judgment  by  default,  and  R. 
pleaded  that  he  did  not  indorse  :— « 
Held^  that  in  order  to  shew  an  au- 
thority in  P.  to  indorse  notes  in  the 
name  of  the  firm,  parol  evidence  could 
not  be  given  of  other  bills  and  notes 
drawn,  accepted,  or  indorsed  in  a  si- 
milar manner  and  paid  by  the  firm,  as 
shewing  a  course  of  dealing;  but  that 
each  bill  and  note  must  be  produced 
or  accounted  for;  and  that  such  of 
the  bills  or  notes  as  had  been  given 
up  to  the  defendants  when  paid,  might 
be  called  for  under  a  notice  to  pro- 
duce, and,  if  not  produced,  secondary 
evidence  might  be  given  of  their  con- 
tents. Ibid, 


9 .  Held  also,  that  evidence  might  be 
given  of  bills  and  notes  (which  were 
produced)  which  had  been  drawn, 
accepted,  or  indorsed  by  R.  in  the 
name  of  the  firm,  and  which  were  af- 
terwards paid  by  the  firm,  as  this  was 
evidence  of  a  mutual  authority  for 
each  partner  to  draw,  accept,  and 
indorse  notes  and  bilb  in  the  name  of 
the  firm.  Ibid. 

10.  In  an  action  on  a  promissory 
note,  the  note  purported  to  be  '^  For 
value  received  in  Pennance  shares^ 
pursuant  to  annexed  contract;"  do 
contract  was  in  fact  annexed: — Held, 
that  this  special  description  of  the 
consideration  for  the  note  did  not  ren- 
der it  incumbent  on  the  plaintiff  to  put 
in  any  contract  or  other  document 
beside  the  note  itself,  in  order  to 
establish  his  case.    Fox  ^,  Frith,  502 

11.  The  defendant's  father  owed 
the  plaintiff  money  for  goods  sold; 
and  for  the  price  of  these  goods  the 
defendant  made  his  promissory  note 
in  his  own  name,  and  gave  it  to  the 
plaintiff,  who  was  cognizant  of  all  the 
facts,  and  that  the  defendant  bad  re- 
ceived no  consideration  for  the  note : 
•^Heldf  that  the  above  circumstances 
could  not  be  given  in  evidence  under 
a  plea  of  "  accommodation  bill,"  and 
that  there  was  in  this  case  an  original 
liability  on  the  part  of  the  defendant, 
and  that  for  a  good  consideration,  viz. 
family  affection.     Cook  v.  Lonff,  510 

12.  A  paper  in  the  following  form, 
"  W.  W.  lent  to  J.  R.  the  sum  of 
19/.  i9s,  lid.  to  receive  5  per  sent, 
for  the  same  19/.  I9s.  lid.;  to  pay 
on  demand  to  the  said  W.  W.,  giving 
J.  R.  six  months'  notice  for  the  same," 
is  a  promissory  note,  and  not  an  agree- 
ment.     Walker  v.  Roberts,  590 

BIRTH  (CONCEALMENT  OF). 
See  Concealment  of  Birth. 

BOARD  AND  LODGING. 
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and  druggist,  who  intended  to  pass 
his  examination  at  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
hut  was  delayed  in  so  doing  hy  ill 
health.  It  was  intended  that  A.'s 
son  should  he  apprenticed  to  B.,  hut 
he  stayed  for  ^ve  years  with  B.,  hav- 
ing his  hoard  and  lodging,  and  heing 
taught  the  business  of  a  chemist  and 
druggist,  and  he  then  left  B.,  and 
was  never  apprenticed  to  him :  — Held, 
that,  to  entitle  B.  to  recover  for  the 
hoard,  lodging,  and  teaching  of  A.'s 
son,  the  jury  must  be  satisfied  that 
A.'s  son  was  placed  with  B.  upon  an 
agreement  or  understanding  that  B. 
was  to  he  paid  for  his  board  and 
lodging  and  for  teaching  him ;  but 
if  the  jury  were  not  so  satisfied,  or  if 
they  thought  that  A.'s  son  was  not  to 
he  paid  for  till  B.  had  passed  his  ex- 
amination at  Apothecaries'  Hall,  and 
that  A.'s  son  was  then  to  be  appren- 
ticed to  B.  as  an  apothecary : — Held, 
that  B.  was  not  entitled  to  recover 
any  thing  for  the  hoard  and  lodging 
and  teaching  during  the  five  years. 
Attwaters  v.  Courtney,  5 1 

BOARDING-HOUSE  KEEPER. 
See  Bankrupt,   1. 

BRIDGE. 

A  bridge  had  been  built  before  43 
Greo.  3  over  a  stream  of  water.  The 
stream  was  never  known  to  be  dry, 
but  in  the  winter  its  depth  only 
averaged  two-and-a-half  feet.  It  was 
part  of  a  sheet  of  water  crossing  low 
land,  and  at  the  place  where  the 
bridge  crossed  it,  it  was  confined  by 
embankments  to  prevent  it  from  over- 
flowing the  adjoining  meadows.  The 
judge  left  it  to  the  jury  whether  this 
structure  were  a  bridge  over  a  stream 
of  water,  for,  if  so,  it  was  not  neces- 
sary that  it  should  be  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  public  under  43  Geo. 
3,  c.  59,  s.  5,  but  the  county  were 
liable  to  repair  it.  Reg,  v.  The  In- 
habitants of  Gloucestershire,         506 


BURGLARY, 

See  Indictment,  1,  6. 

1.  A  servant  pretended  to  concur 
with  two  persons,  who  proposed  to 
him  to  unite  with  them  in  robbing 
his  master's  house.  The  master  being 
out  of  town,  the  servant  communi- 
cated with  the  police,  and  acted  under 
their  instructions.  In  consequence 
of  this,  a  little  after  9  o'clock  one 
evening,  he  let  in  one  of  the  persons 
by  lifting  the  latch,  but  before  that 
person  had  taken  any  property  he 
was  seized  by  the  police,  and,  a  crow- 
bar being  found  upon  him,  was  im- 
mediately placed  in  confinement. 
After  this  the  servant  went  out  agaia 
and  fetched  the  second  person,  and 
let  him  in  in  the  same  manner.  This 
person  was  seized  with  a  basket  of 
plate  in  his  hand,  which  he  had  car- 
ried from  the  kitchen  part  of  the  way 
up-stairs  : — Held,  that  neither  of  the 
persons  could  be  convicted  of  bur- 
glary ;  but  that  the  one  who  was 
seized  with  the  plate  might  be  con- 
victed of  stealing  in  a  dwelling-house, 
and  also  that  the  other  might  be  in- 
dicted as  an  accessory  before  the  fact 
to  such  stealing.      Reff.  v.  Johnson, 

218 

2.  The  burglariously  breaking  and 
entering  a  dwelling-house  with  intent 
to  commit  a  rape,  is  not  a  crime 
which  includes  an  assault;  and  there- 
fore in  an  indictment  for  such  a  bur- 
glary the  prisoner  cannot  be  con- 
victed of  an  assault  under  the  11th 
sect,  of  the  stat.  1  Vict.  c.  85.  Reff, 
V.  Watkins,  264 

3.  An  indictment  charged  a  prison- 
er with  having  burglariously  broken 
and  entered  a  dwelling-house,  "  with 
intent  one  A.  D.  in  the  said  dwelUng- 
house  then  being  violently  and  against 
her  will  then  and  there  feloniously  to 
ravish  and  carnally  know  ;"  whether 
that  allegation  is  sufficient  without 
the  addition  of  the  words,  ''in  the 


682  CHALLENGE  OP  JURORS. 


COMPUTUS  (ANCIENT), 


said  dwelling-house,"  aflter  the  words 
"then  and  there," — quare.      Ibid. 

BURNING. 
See  Arson. 

CARRIER. 
See  Negligence,  5. 

1.  Silk  dresses  made  up  for  wear- 
ing are  not  "  silks  "  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  Carriers'  Act,  1 1  Geo.  4  & 
1  Will.  4,  c.  61,  s.  1  :  nor  are  an 
eje-glass  with  a  gold  chain  attached 
to  it,  for  the  purpose  of  its  heing 
hung  round  the  neck  of  the  wearer, 
*' trinkets"  within  the  meaning  of 
that  enactment.    Davey  ▼.  Mason,  45 

2.  If  a  message  he  left  at  the  book- 
ing-office of  a  carrier  from  N.  to  L. 
for  his  Tan  to  call  for  the  plaintifiTs 
luggage,  at  another  inn,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  its  being  carried  to  L.,  and 
the  carrier's  servant  and  van  go  to  the 
other  inn,,  and  the  plaintifiTs  luggage 
he  there  put  into  the  carrier's  van  and 
afterwards  lost  therefrom,  the  carrier 
is  liable  for  the  loss,  just  as  he  would 
be  if  the  luggage  of  the  plaintiff  had 
been  taken  to  the  defendant's  regular 
booking-office.  Ibid, 

CENTRAL  CRIMINAL  COURT. 

5^ee  Accessory,  1. — Juror,  1. 

Rule  as  to  the  issuing  of  process. 

254 

CERTIFICATE  FOR   SPEEDY 
EXECUTION. 

See  Execution,  1. 

CESTUI  QUE  TRUST. 

See  Ejectment,  2. 

CHALLENGE  OF  JURORS. 

See  Issue   from   the   Court  of 
Chancery,  3. — Juror,  2. 


CHARTER-PARTY. 
See  Shipping,  1,  2,  3,  4. 

CHEQUE. 
See  Bill  of  Exchange, 4. — Mon 

HAD  AND  RECEIVED. 

CHINESE  WITNESS. 

Mode  of  swearing.  248 

COIN    (OFFENCES    RELATING 
TO  THE). 

In  order  to  convict  a  person  charged 
on  the  Stat.  2  Will.  4,  c.  34,  s.  8, 
with  haying  in  his  possession  more 
than  three  pieces  of  counterfeit  coin, 
with  intent  to  utter  them,  it  is  not 
necessary  that  the  possession  should 
be  individual  possession,  but  it  is 
enough  if  the  coin  be  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  person  charged,  or  his  im- 
mediate agent ;  as  the  interpretation 
clause  of  the  same  statute  (s.  21)  pro- 
vides for  such  a  case  ;  therefore  where 
two  persons  were  taken  into  custody 
together,  one  of  them  having  on  him 
sixteen  pieces  of  counterfeit  coin,  and 
the  other  only  two  pieces,  the  judges 
heldythat  the  person  who  had  only  the 
two  pieces  might,  in  point  of  law,  be 
convicted  as  well  as  the  person  who 
had  the  sixteen.     Ee^.  v.  WiUiams^ 

259 

COMBINATION  OF  WORKMEN. 

See  L.  C.  J.  Tindal's  Charge,  p. 

661. 

COMMON  PURPOSE. 

See  L.  C.  J.  Tindal's  Charge,  p, 
661.— Wounding,  2. 

COMMONS  (OFFICERS  OF  THE 
HOUSE  OF). 

See  Trespass,  6. 

COMPUTUS  (ANCIENT). 
See  Evidence,  2. 
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CONCEALMENT  OF  BIRTH. 

If  a  woman  endeavour  to  conceal 
the  birth  of  her  child  by  placing  the 
dead  body  of  the  child  between  a  bed 
and  a  mattrass,  this  is  a  sufficient 
disposing  of  the  dead  body  to  consti- 
tute an  offence  within  the  stat.  9  Geo. 
4,  c.  31,  s.  14,  and  it  is  not  essential 
to  such  an  offence  that  the  dead  body 
should  either  be  put  in  some  place 
intended  for  its  final  deposit,  or  be 
buried  or  destroyed.  Reg.  v.  Gold^ 
thorpe,  335 


CONFESSION. 
See  Deposition,  4. 

1 .  A  servant  was  charged  with  at- 
tempting to  set  fire  to  her  master's 
house.  It  was  proved  that  the  fur- 
niture in  two  of  the  bed-rooms  was 
on  fire,  and  a  spoon  and  other  articles 
were  found  in  the  sucker  of  the  pump. 
The  master  told  the  prisoner,  that  if 
she  did  not  tell  the  truth  about  the 
things  found  in  the  pump  he  would 
send  for  the  constable  to  take  her, 
but  he  said  nothing  to  her  respecting 
the  fire: — Heldy  that  this  was  such  an 
inducement  to  confess  as  would  render 
inadmissible  any  statement  that  the 
prisoner  made  respecting  the  fire,  as 
the  whole  was  to  be  considered  as  one 
transaction.     Beg,  v.  Ilearn,        109 

2.  The  prosecutor  proved,  that 
when  the  prisoner  was  before  the 
magistrate  she  was  duly  cautioned, 
and  that  she  made  a  statement,  which 
was  taken  down  and  read  over  to  her, 
and  to  which  she  made  her  mark,  the 
magistrate  also  signing  it.  The  pro- 
secutor identified  the  paper  by  his 
own  signature  to  his  own  deposition, 
being  on  the  same  sheet  of  paper: — 
Ueld,  that  the  prisoner's  statement 
might  be  given  in  evidence  without 
examining  either  the  magistrate  or 
his  clerk.  Ibid. 

3.  A.  B.,  a  witness  on  a  coroner's 


inquest,  made  a  deposition,  in  which 
she  stated  a  conversation  with  the 
prisoner  on  their  seeing  a  placard  re- 
lating to  the  murder  of  the  deceased, 
and  also  stated  that  she  called  the 
prisoner  a  murderer;  and  also  that 
she  slept  with  the  prisoner,  and  that 
he  beat  her,  and  gave  her  two  black 
eyes.  The  prisoner  made  a  statement 
before  the  coroner,  which  was  taken 
down  in  the  following  form: — "  Pri- 
soner admits  sleeping  with  witness, 
blacking  her  eyes,  seeing  the  placard, 
and  his  beating  her,  and  her  calling 
him  murderer."  Semble,  that  the 
statement  of  the  prisoner,  and  also 
the  deposition  of  A.  B.,  were  receiv- 
able in  evidence  against  the  prisoner 
on  his  trial  for  the  murder,  and  that 
it  was  no  objection  in  point  of  law 
to  the  receiving  of  the  statement  in 
evidence,  that  it  began,  "  Prisoner 
admits,"  although  that  is  a  very  im- 
proper way  of  taking  down  a  pri- 
soner's  statement.     Reg.  v.  Roche, 

341 
4.  A  female  servant  being  suspected 
of  stealing  money,  her  mistress  on  a 
Monday,  told  her  that  she  would  for- 
give  her  if  she  told  the  truth.  On  the 
Tuesday  she  was  taken  before  a  ma- 
gistrate, and  was  discharged,  no  one 
appearing  against  her.  On  the  Wed- 
nesday, the  superintendent  of  police 
went  with  her  mistress  to  the  bridewell 
and  told  her,  in  the  presence  of  her 
mistress,  that  she  ''  was  not  bound  to 
say  anything  unless  she  liked,  and 
that  if  she  had  anything  to  say  her 
mistress  would  hear  her;"  but  the 
superintendent  (not  knowing  that  her 
mistress  had  promised  to  forgive  her) 
did  not  tell  her  that  if  she  made  a 
statement  it  might  be  given  in  evi- 
dence against  her.  The  prisoner 
made  a  statement: — Held,  that  this 
statement  was  not  receivable  in  evi- 
dence, as  the  promise  of  the  mistress 
must  be  considered  as  still  operating 
on  the  prisoner's  mind  at  the  time  of 
the  statement;  but  that  if  the  mistress 
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CONFESSION. 


had  not  been  then  present  it  might 
bavebeen  otheTwise.  Reff.v.Hevjetl, 

334 
6.  The  mere  knowledge  by  a  pri- 
soner of  a  handbill,  by  which agovern- 
ment  reward  and  a  promise  of  a  par- 
don are  offered  in  a  case  of  murder, 
are  not  sufficient  grounds  for  rejecting 
a  confession  of  such  prisoner,  unless 
it  appear  that  the  inducements  there 
held  out  were  those  which  led  the 
prisoner  to  confess,    flqj".  t.  Botwetl, 

.')84 

6.  Where  a  prisoner  desired  that 
any  handbill  that  might  appear  con- 
cerning a  murder  with  which  he 
stood  charged  might  be  shewn  to  him, 
and  a  handbill  was  shewn  to  him  by 
a  constable,  by  which  a  reward  and 
fVee  pardon  was  offered  to  any  but 
the  person  who  struck  the  blow,  and 
the  prisoner,  three  days  afterwards, 
made  a  statement.  This  statement 
was  held  to  be  receivable  in  evidence. 

Jbid. 

7.  But  where  it  was  afterwards 
proved  by  another  constable  that  the 
prisoner,  on  the  night  before  he  made 
the  statement  said  to  him  that  he 
saw  no  reason  why  he  should  suffer 
for  the  crime  of  another,  and  that,  as 
government  had  offered  a  free  pardon 
to  any  one  concerned  who  had  not 
struck  the  blow,  he  should  tell  all  he 
knew  about  the  matter.  The  judge 
held,  that  the  statement  that  had 
already  been  given  in  evidence  was 
not  properly  receivable,  and  struck  it 
out  of  his  notes.  Ibid. 

8.  If  two  prisoners  be  taken  before 
a  magistrate  on  a  charge  of  felony, 
what  the  first  prisoner  says  in  his 
statement  before  the  magistrate  can- 
not be  read  in  evidence  against  the 
second,  because  when  before  the  ma- 
gistrate, the  second  prisoner  is  only 
called  upon  to  answer  the  statements 
in  the  depositions  taken  on  oath,  and 
not  what  any  other  prisoner  may 
have  said  in  his  examination.  Reg. 
V,  Smnnerton.  593 


CONSPIRACY. 
An  indictment  for  a  conspiracy 
charged  the  defendant  with  conspir- 
ing, with  other  persons  unknown,  '*  to 
cheat  and  defraud  J.  V.  and  other;" 
and  laid,  as  overt  acts,  that  the  de- 
fendant did  falsely  pretend  to  J.  D. 
that  he  was  a  merchant  named  G., 
and  did  under  colour  of  a  pretended 
contract  with  J.  D.  for  the  purchase 
of  certain  goods  of  "  the  said  J.  D. 
and  otken,"  obtain  a  large  quantity 
of  the  goods  "  of  the  said  J.  D,  and 
other*,"  with  intent  to  defraud  "  the 
said  /.  D.  and  othera:" — Held,  that 
the  words  "  and  others"  throughout 
this  indictment  must  be  taken  to 
mean  other*  the  partner*  of  J.  B., 
and  not  other  persons  wholly  uncon- 
nected with  J.  D.;  and  that  on  the 
trial  of  this  indictment  evidence  was 
not  admissible  to  shew  that  the  de- 
fendant attempted  to  defraud  other 
persons  wholly  unconnected  with  J.  D. 
Reff.  r.  Steel,  337 

CONSTABLE. 
See  False  ImpRiaoNHENT,  5. — 

Murder,  4. 

1 .  A  person  charged  to  aid  a  con- 
stable,  and  who  does  so,  is  protected 
eundo,  morando,  et  redeundo,  Rey, 
V.  PheljM,  180 

2.  To  support  an  indictment  against 
a  person  for  refusing  to  aid  and  assist 
a  constable  in  the  execution  of  his 
duty  in  quelling  a  riot,  it  is  necessary 
to  prove — 1st,  that  the  constable  saw 
a  breach  of  the  peace  committed; 
2nd,  that  there  was  a  reasonable  ne- 
cessity for  calling  on  the  defendant 
for  his  assistance;  and  3rd,  that  when 
duly  called  upon  to  asaist  the  con- 
stable, the  defendant,  without  any 
physical  impossibility  or  lawful  ex- 
cuse, refused  to  do  so;  and  in  such  a 
case  it  is  no  ground  of  defence  that 
from  the  number  of  the  rioters  the  sin- 
gle aid  of  the  defendant  would  not  have 
been  of  any  use.    Rey.  y.  Brown,  314 


CRIM.  CON. 


D££IDS. 
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3.  Form  of  indictment. 


Ibid. 


CONTRA  FORMAM  STATUTO- 

RUM. 

See  Indictment,  4. 

CONVICTION  (PRIOR). 
See  Larceny,  13. 

CONVICTION  (PROOF  OF). 
See  Evidence,  13. 

CORPORATION. 
See  Trespass,  8. 

COSTS. 

A  party  refused  to  admit  the  hand- 
writing of  a  third  person  to  a  docu- 
ment. The  judge  at  chambers  made 
the  usual  order  for  the  costs  of  prov- 
ing it  at  the  trial ;  the  handwriting  of 
the  document  was  proved,  but  the 
document  itself  was  one  which  was 
not  receivable  in  evidence  in  the  cause. 
The  judge  at  Nisi  Prius  would  not 
certify  for  the  costs  of  proving  it. 
Phillips  V.  Harris,  492 

CRIM.  CON. 
See  Larceny,  1,  2,  3,  4. 

1.  In  an  action  for  crim.  con.  the 
marriage  was  proved  to  have  been  so- 
lemnized at  the  office  of  the  British 
consulate  at  Beyrout,  but  there  was 
some  doubt  whether  it  had  been  so- 
lemnized strictly  according  to  the 
rites  of  the  Church  of  England:  it 
was  not  solemnized  according  to  the 
custom  of  the  country  in  which  it 
took  place.  The  parties  lived  as 
husband  and  wife  for  two  years  after- 
wards:— Held,  that,  for  the  purposes 
of  the  jury's  verdict,  this  must  be 
considered  a  marriage  in  fact.  Ca- 
iherwood  v.  Caslon,  431 

2«  The  writ  in  an  action  for  crim. 


con.  was  dated  1 1th  December,  1840; 
there  had  been  suspicious  circum- 
stances touching  the  conduct  of  the 
plaintiff's  wife  and  of  the  defendant 
before  that  time,  and  they  had  both 
left  this  country  about  June,  1840. 
It  was  not  shewn  that  they  had  left 
this  country  together.  In  August, 
1841,  the  parties  lived  in  open  adul* 
tery  in  England.  The  judge  directed 
the  jury  that  they  must  dismiss  from 
their  minds  every  thing  which  might 
have  occurred  after  the  date  of  the 
writ,  i.  e.  in  and  after  August,  1841, 
and  they  must  infer  the  adultery,  or 
repudiate  it,  by  what  had  happened 
before  11th  December,  1840.     Ibid, 

DAMAGES. 
See  Bill  of  Exchange,  5. — Goods 

BADLY  MADE. 

Although,  where  a  fact  is  adnutted 
as  to  one  issue  on  the  record,  and 
denied  as  to  another,  the  admission 
on  the  one  issue  is  not  evidence  on 
the  other;  yet  if  the  jury  find  both 
issues  for  the  plaintiff^  they  may,  in 
estimating  the  damages  on  the  whole 
case,  take  into  their  consideration 
what  appear  on  the  whole  case  to 
be  the  real  facts  of  it.  Howard  v. 
Gossett,  380 

DAMAGE  (SPECIAL). 
See  Slander,  3. 

DAMAGE  (WILFUL). 
See  Landlord  and  Tenant,  1, 

DEEDS. 

The  person  who  is  entitled  to  the 
inheritance  has  a  right  to  the  posses- 
sion of  the  title  deeds,  and  it  is  no 
answer  to  an  action,  founded  on  his 
right  to  the  possession  of  the  deeds, 
to  shew  that  another  person  has  a 
term  of  1 000  years  vested  in  him  to 
attend  the  inheritance.  Austin  y. 
Croome,  ^53 
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DEMURRER. 


DEMOLISHING  HOUSES. 

1.  On  an  indictment  under  the  7 

6  8  Geo.  4,  c.  30,  s.  8,  for  beginning 
to  demolish,  pull  down,  or  destroy 
any  house,  &c.,  the  jury  cannot  find 
the  persons  guilty,  unless  they  think 
that  their  intention  was  so  to  destroy 
the  house  as,  in  fact,  to  leave  it  no 
house  at  all.  No  injury,  however 
extensive,  short  of  the  actual  demoli- 
tion of  the  very  walls  of  the  building, 
is  contemplated  by  the  provisions  of 
this  act.     Reff,  v.  Adams,  299 

2.  On  an  indictment  on  the  statute 

7  &  8  Geo.  4,  c.  30,  s.  8,  for  feloni- 
ously demolishing  a  house  by  rioters, 
it  is  a  sufficient  demolishing  of  the 
house,  if  it  be  so  far  destroyed  as  to 
be  no  longer  a  house,  and  the  fact 
that  the  rioters  left  a  chimney  stand- 
ing will  make  no  difference.  Reg,  v. 
Langford,  602 

3.  Thestat.  7  &  8  Geo.  4,  c.  30,  s. 
8,  not  having  given  any  definition  of 
what  shall  be  a  riot  within  the  mean- 
ing of  that  enactment,  the  common- 
law  definition  of  a  riot  must  be  resorted 
to,  and  in  such  a  case  there  will  be 
sufficient  terror  and  alarm  to  support 
this  part  of  the  charge  if  any  one  of 
her  Majesty's  subjects  was  terrified. 

Ihid, 

4.  If  persons  riotously  assemble  and 
demolish  a  house  really  believing  that 
it  is  the  property  of  one  of  them,  and 
act  bond  fide  in  the  assertion  of  a  sup- 
posed right,  this  will  not  be  a  felonious 
demoUtion  of  the  house  within  the 
Stat.  7  &  8  Geo.  4,  c.  30,  s.  8,  even 
though  there  be  a  riot.  Ibid, 

5.  If  rioters  destroy  a  house  by  fire, 
this  is  a  felonious  demolition  of  it 
within  the  stat.  7  &  8  Geo.  4,  c.  30, 
8.  8,  and  the  persons  guilty  of  such 
an  offence  may  be  convicted  in  an  in- 
dictment founded  on  that  enactment, 
and  need  not  be  indicted  for  arson 
under  sect.  2  of  that  statute.  Reg,  v. 
Harris,  661 

6.  If  in  a  case  of  feloniously  de- 


molishing a  house  by  rioters,  it  ap- 
pear that  some  of  the  prisoners  set 
fire  to  the  house  itself,  and  that  others 
carried  furniture  out  of  the  house  and 
burnt  it  in  a  fire  made  on  a  gravel 
walk  on  the  outside  of  the  house,  it 
will  be  for  the  jury  to  say  whether 
the  latter  were  not  encouraging  and 
taking  part  in  a  general  design  of 
destroying  the  house  and  furniture, 
and,  if  so,  the  jury  ought  to  convict 
them.  Ibid. 

7.  If  a  house  be  demolished  by 
rioters,  by  means  of  fire,  one  of  the 
rioters  who  is  present  while  the  fire 
is  burning  may  be  convicted  for  the 
felonious  demolition,  under  the  stat. 
7  &  8  Geo.  4,  c.  30,  s.  8,  although  he 
is  not  proved  to  have  been  present 
when  the  house  was  originally  set  on 
fire.     Reg,  v.  Simpson,  669 

DEMURRAGE. 
iS^tf^  Shipping,  1,  2,  3. 

DEMURRER. 
See  Perjury,  15. 

1 .  A  prisoner,  in  case  of  murder, 
may  demur  ;  and  if  his  demurrer  be 
overruled,  he  may  still  plead  not 
guilty ;  and  semble,  that  he  may  demur 
and  plead  over  to  the  felony  at  the 
same  time.     Reg,  v.  Phelps,         180 

2.  It  is  competent  for  a  prisoner 
to  demur  and  plead  over  to  the  facts 
of  an  indictment  at  the  same  time. 
Reg,  V.  Adams,  299 

3.  A  defendant  in  an'  indictment 
cannot  after  plea  take  advantage  of 
any  defect  which  is  aided  after  ver- 
dict; by  the  21st.  sect,  of  the  stat.  7 
Geo.  4,  c.  64,  the  only  mode  of  tak- 
ing advantage  of  such  defects  being 
by  demurrer.     Reg.  v.  Ellis,         564 

4.  Where  a  prisoner  in  a  case  of 
felony  has  in  the  absence  of  his  coun- 
sel pleaded  to  an  indictment  which  is 
objectionable  on  demurrer,  the  judge 
will  on  the  application  of  the  pri- 
soner's counsel  allow  the  piisoDer  to 


DEPOSITION. 


DETINUE. 
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demur  before  the   evidcDce  is  gone 
into.     Reg,  V.  Pur  chase  t  617 

5.  In  a  case  of  embezzlement,  if 
the  prisoner  demurs  to  the  indict- 
ment and  the  demurrer  is  decided 
against  him,  the  prisoner  may  plead 
over  and  take  his  trial.  Ibid, 

DEPOSITION. 
See  Confession,  3. 

1 .  On  the  trial  of  a  case  of  felony, 
where  the  prosecutor  is  bed-ridden, 
and  not  likely  to  be  ever  able  to 
attend  the  assizes,  his  deposition, 
taken  by  the  committing  magistrate 
in  the  presence  of  the  prisoner,  may 
be  given  in  evidence ;  and  the  deposi- 
tion may  be  proved  by  a  person  who 
was  present,  without  calling  the  ma- 
gistrate or  his  clerk.  Reg,  v.  WU- 
show,  145 

2.  When  a  deposition,  taken  before 
a  magistrate,  is  to  be  given  in  evidence, 
it  is  very  proper,  as  matter  of  caution, 
that  the  magistrate  or  his  clerk  should 
be  called  in  all  cases  where  it  can  be 
conveniently  done  ;  but  it  is  not  ne- 
cessary in  point  of  law.  Ibid, 

3.  If  a  witness  is  actually  insane 
at  the  time  of  the  trial  of  an  indict- 
ment for  a  misdemeanor,  his  deposi- 
tion, taken  before  the  committing 
magistrate,  is  receivable  in  evidence, 
the  same  as  if  the  witness  were  dead, 
although  the  insanity  of  the  witness 
may  be  only  temporary  ;  but  if  it  ap- 
pear that  the  witness  be  not  inaane^ 
but  that  the  witness  has  been  suffer- 
ing from  delirium  and  depression  of 
spirits,  in  consequence  of  a  blow  on 
4 he  head,  and  that  his  intellects  are 
affected  by  the  injuries  he  has  received, 
but  it  be  the  opinion  of  his  physician 
that  he  will  recover,  the  deposition  of 
the  witness,  taken  before  the  commit- 
ting magistrate,  is  not  receivable  in 
evidence.     Reg,  v.  Marshall,       147 

4.  A  prisoner  was  tried  for  the 
murder  of  her  child,  E.  S.,  by  poison. 
E.  S.  died  on  the  25th  of  September, 


on  the  14th  of  October  following 
another  child  of  the  prisoner,  named 
M.  A.  S.,  died  under  suspicious  cir« 
cum  stances,  and  the  prisoner  was  ex- 
mined  on  oath  at  the  coroner's  inquest 
held  on  M.  A.  S.  and  signed  her  de- 
position, in  which  she  made  a  state- 
ment as  to  the  death  of  E.S.  Whether 
this  deposition  was  receivable  in  evi- 
dence on  the  trial  of  the  prisoner  for 
the  murder  of  E.  S. — quare,  Reg, 
V.  Sandys,  345 

DEPOSITION  BEFORE  THE 
MASTER. 

To  let  in  the  examination  of  a  wit- 
ness taken  before  the  Master,  as 
evidence  under  the  stat.  1  Will.  4,  c. 
22,  on  the  ground  that  the  witness  is 
abroad,  evidence  must  be  given  to 
satisfy  the  judge  that  the  witness  is 
actually  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court  at  the  time  of  the  trial  ;  and  it 
will  not  be  sufficient  to  prove  that  on 
the  evening  before  the  trial  the  wit- 
ness was  with  his  luggage  on  board  a 
ship  bound  for  Montreal,  the  ship 
being  then  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
below  Gravesend,  waiting  for  her 
captain  to  come  on  board.  Carruthers 
V.  Graham,  5 

DETINUE. 

A .  left  a  picture  which  was  his  pro- 
perty in  the  rooms  of  C,  who  was  an 
auctioneer.  B.  was  in  company  with 
A.  when  he  went  to  C.'s  rooms  with 
the  picture  ;  B.  owed  C.  £8.  When 
A.  wanted  the  picture  back  and  offered 
to  pay  for  the  warehouse-room,  G. 
said  the  cost  of  keeping  it  was  5^., 
but  that  he  would  not  deliver  the  pic- 
ture up  unless  he  was  paid  B.'s  debt 
in  addition  to  that  sum: — Held,  that 
this  was  a  waiver  of  the  demand  for 
warehouse-room ;  and  that  detinue 
would  lie  by  A.  against  C.  for  the 
picture,  without  any  further  offer  to 
pay  C.  for  keeping  it.  Dirks  y.  Rich- 
ards, 626 
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EJECTMENT. 


EMBEZZLEMENT. 


DEVISE. 
See  Power. 

DEVISAVIT  VEL  NON, 

See  Issue   from   the  Court  of 
Chancery. 

DISCHARGE  OF  PRISONER. 
See  Prisoner  (Discharge  of). 

DISHONOUR  (NOTICE  OF). 
See  Bill  of  Exchange,  6. 

DISTRESS. 
See  Landlord  and  Tenant,  7. 

DOOR  BELLS  (RINGING). 
See  False  Imprisonment,  1. 

EJECTMENT. 

See  Evidence,  1,  22. — Evidence 
IN  Reply,  1. 

1.  In  ejectment  to  recover  five 
houses,  it  was  proved  that  the  lessor 
of  the  plaintiff  had  received  the  rents 
of  some  of  them  for  four  quarters,  and 
of  the  others  for  five  quarters,  down 
to  March,  1841,  and  that  in  that 
month  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff*s  re- 
ceiver of  rents  found  the  door  of  one 
of  the  houses  secured  by  a  chain,  and 
the  defendant  in  it,  who  said  that  it 
was  his  freehold: — Held,  that  this 
was  evidence  to  go  to  the  jury  on  the 
part  of  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff;  and 
if  there  was  no  evidence  given  on  the 
part  of  the  defendant,  it  would  be  for 
the  jury  to  consider  whether  they  were 
satisfied  upon  this  evidence,  that  the 
property  really  belonged  to  the  lessor 
of  the  plaint^.  Doe  d.  Humphrey 
T.  Martin,  32 

2.  The  proviso  as  to  cestui  que 
tniets,  contained  in  sect.  7  of  the 


Stat.  3  &  4  Will.  4,  c.  27,  applies 
only  to  cases  of  declared  and  express 
trusts,  and  not  to  the  case  of  a  per- 
son holding  under  an  agreement  to 
purchase.     Doe  d.  Stanway  v.  Rock, 

549 

3.  If  a  person  who  has  agreed  to 
purchase  real  property  be  let  into  pos- 
session, he  is  a  tenant  at  will,  and 
such  tenancy  at  will  is  determined  by 
his  death;  and  if  after  his  death  his 
widow,  who  is  also  devisee  of  his  real 
estate,  continue  in  possession,  this  is 
not  a  continuance  of  his  tenancy  at 
will,  so  as  to  prevent  the  operation  of 
that  statute;  and  therefore,  in  such 
a  case,  where  the  person   thus  let 
into  possession  died  more  than  twenty 
years  before  ejectment  brought  by  the 
representatives  of  the  intended  ven- 
dor, it  was  held  that  it  was  too  late, 
unless  a  new  tenancy  could  be  shewn 
in  the  widow,  the  first  year  of  whose 
tenancy  was  within  twenty  years  be- 
fore the  ejectment ;  and  if  such  new 
tenancy  were  shewn,  no  demand  of 
possession  would  be  necessary,  as  such 
new  tenancy  would  be  determined  by 
the  death  of  the  widow,  which  occur- 
red before  the  ejectment.  Ibid, 

4.  Where,  after  the  jury  are  sworn  in 
an  ejectment  case,  it  is  discovered  that 
in  the  Nisi  Prius  record  the  name  of 
the  real  defendant  has  not  been  sub- 
stituted for  that  of  Richard  Roe,  hot 
the  conseut  rule  and  jury  process  are 
right,  the  record  ought  in  strictness 
to  be  withdrawn  and  amended  on 
summons,  and  then  re  entered,  but 
by  consent  the  judge  will  allow  the 
amendment  without  withdrawing  the 
record.  Ibid. 

EMBEZZLEMENT. 

See  Demurrer,  5. 

1 .  It  was  proved  that  a  post-offi& 
letter-carrier  was  in  the  daily  habit  Ok. 
calling  at  the  lodge  of  the  G.  Infirm- 
ary, and  there  receiving  letters,  with 
a  penny  on  eadi  to  prepay  the  post- 
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age;  and  that  he  took  them,  with  the 
penny,  to  the  G.  post-office;  and  that, 
during  his  ilhiess,  a  person  who  had 
performed  his  duties  did  the  like. 
There  was  no  evidence  of  any  ap- 
pointment:— Held,  in  an  indictment 
under  the  stat.  2  Will.  4,  c.  4,  s.  1, 
for  emhezzling  some  of  the  pence  thus 
received,  that  this  was  evidence  to  go 
to  the  jury,  that  the  pence  were  re- 
ceived by  the  prisoner  by  virtue  of 
his  employment  as  a  letter-carrier. 
Reg,  V.  Townsend,  178 

2.  Embezzlement  necessarily  in- 
volves secrecy  and  concealment.  If, 
therefore,  instead  of  denying  the  ap- 
propriation of  property,  the  prisoner, 
in  rendering  his  account,  admits  the 
appropriation,  alleging  a  right  in  him- 
self, no  matter  how  unfounded,  or 
setting  up  an  excuse,  no  matter  how 
frivolous,  his  offence  in  taking  and 
keeping  is  no  embezzlement.  Reg,  v. 
Norman^  501 

3.  A  clerk  to  a  joint- stock  banking 
company,  established  under  the  stat. 
7  Geo.  4,  c.  46,  may  be  convicted  of 
embezzling  the  money  of  the  company 
notwithstanding  he  is  a  shareholder 
or  partner  in  such  company.  Reg,  v. 
Atkinson,  525 

4.  An  indictment  for  embezzlement 
which  charges,  in  one  count,  that  the 
prisoner,  within  six  calendar  months, 
received  three  sums,  laying  a  day  to 
the  receipt  of  each,  and  that,  *'  on  the 
several  days  aforesaid,"  the  prisoner 
embezzled  the  sums,  is  bad;  because 
it  does  not  shew  that  the  sums  were 
embezzled  within  six  months  of  each 
other.     Reg.  v.  Purchase,  617 

5.  Whether  three  acts  of  embezzle- 
ment can  be  charged  in  one  count,  in 
one  indictment,  qiuere;  but  the  correct 
course  is  to  put  each  charge  of  embez- 
zlement into  a  separate  count.     Ibid, 

ENDEAVOURING  TO  CONCEAL 
A  BIRTH. 

See  Concealment  of  Birth. 

VOL.  I. 


ERROR. 
See  Practice,  9. 

ESCAPE. 

It  is  a  misdemeanor,  indictable  at 
common  law,  to  aid  a  person  to  escape 
from  custody,  though  he  be  confined 
under  the  remand  of  the  Commis- 
sioners for  the  Relief  of  Insolvent 
Debtors,  and  not  on  any  criminal 
charge.     Reg,  v.  Allan,  295 

EVIDENCE. 

See  Admission. — Bankrupt,  4,  5.. 
—  Bigamy,  1.  —  Bill  of  Ex- 
change, 8,  9. — Confession. — 
Conspiracy.  —  Deposition.  — 
Depositions  before  the  Mas- 
ter^. —  Ejectment,  1.  —  Evi- 
dence IN  Reply.  —  False  Im- 
prisonment, 2.  —  Libel,  1.— 
Maliciously  suing  out  a  Fiat 
IN  Bankruptcy. — Manslaugh- 
ter, 2. — Master  and  Servant, 
2. — Negligence,  5. — Notice  to 
PRODUCE. — Perjury,  2,  3,  11, 
15. — Petitioning  Creditor,  1. 
— Power,  1. —  Practice,  2. — 
Rape,  2.  —  Trespass,  5. — Ven- 
dor AND  Purchaser,  3. — Wit- 
ness. 

1 .  A  deceased  receiver  of  rents  had 
rendered  to  his  employer  annual 
accounts  of  the  rents  received  from 
property  at  H.  The  accounts  were 
not  signed  by  any  one.  One  of  the 
accounts  was  in  the  handwriting  of  a 
deceased  clerk,  but  on  it  was  written, 
in  the  handwriting  of  the  receiver, 
**  H.  rents;"  another  account  was  in 
the  handwriting  of  the  son  of  the 
receiver,  who  proved  that  he  made 
it  out  by  the  authority  of  his  father, 
and  that  the  account  was  rendered  to 
the  employer,  as  was  the  usual  course: 
— Held,  that,  under  these  circum- 
stances, both  these  accounts  were  re- 
ceivable in  evidence  as  the  accounts  of 
a  deceased  agent  charging  himself  to 
his  principal.  Doe  d.  Slurt  v.  Mobbs,  1 

z  z  N.  p. 
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the  trial  of  the  action  hj  M.  ag;siiist 
P. : — Held,  that  such  evidence  was  not 
admisaible.  Sutherland  v.  M'LaugK- 
Hn,  429 

19.  Where  a  defendaat  haa  paid  a 
sum  into  court,  and  has  pleaded  that 
the  plaintiff  has  sustained  no  greater 
damages,  the  plaintiff  may  give  in 
evidence  a  judge's  snmmons  taken 
out  by  the  defendant  two  days  before 
the  trial,  to  allow  him  to  pay  a  larger 
sum  into  court,  although  that  sum- 
moos  was  abandoned  and  no  order 
made  upon  it.   Domett  v.  Tonnff,  465 

20.  If  in  an  action  for  shuider,  in 
which  the  declaration  contained  pre- 
fatonr  allegations,  the  defendant  only 
plead  not  guilty,  the  plaintiff  will  not 
be  allowed  to  go  into  any  evidence  as 
to  the  prefatory  allegations:  si!  those 
allegations  must  be  taken  to  be  per- 
fectly true,  aa  the  defendant  has  not 
denied  them,  which  he  might  have 
done,  if  he  had  meant  to  put  the 
plaintiff  to  prove  them.  Gwynne  y. 
Sharpe,  532 

21.  A  person  who  made  a  distress 
received  a  paper  from  the  person  by 
whose  authority  he  distrained,  and 
made  a  copr  of  it  which  be  gave  to 
the  person  distraiued  on;  the  original 
was  lost: — Held,  that  parol  evidence 
might  be  given  of  its  contents  with- 
out producing  or  accounting  for  the 
copy  given  to  the  party  distrained  on. 
Doe  d.  JIfoMe  v.  Willianu,  615 

22.  A  mother  and  son  were  tn  pos- 
session  of  a  house;  a  declaration  in 
ejectment  was  served  oa  the  son,  who 
let  judgment  go  by  default,  and  also 
on  the  mother,  who  defended: — Held, 
that  on  the  trial  of  the   ejectment 

Jinst  the  mother,  an  examinett  copy 
a  judgment  recovered  against  the 
son,  by  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff,  for 
use  and  occupation  of  the  house,  was 
uot  receivable  in  evidence.  Ibid. 

23.  A  witness  in  a  case  of  felony 
may  be  asked,  in  cross-examination, 
whether  he  was  not  aworu  to  a  cer- 


EVIDENCE  IN  EEPLY, 

tain  fact  befWe  the  grand  jury.     Bff. 
V.  Gibton,  672 

EVIDENCE  IN  REPLY. 

1.  In  ejectment  to  recover  garden 
ground,  it  was  proved  for  the  plain- 
tiff, that  the  defendant  bad  been  let 
into  possession  of  the  garden  by  M., 
who  had  paid  rent  to  the  lessor  of  the 
[daintiff.  The  defendant's  case  was, 
that  M.  had  rented  a  part  of  bis  gar- 
den of  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff,  and 
that  that  bad  been  giveu  up,  and  that 
the  defendant  had  the  residue  of  the 
garden,  which  was  now  in  dispute,  de- 
vised to  him  by  bis  father's  will  in  the 
year  1791.  The  lessor  of  the  plaintiff 
proposed  to  give  evidence  in  reply,  to 
shew  that,  from  the  year  \79A,  the 
leasor  of  the  plaintiff  and  his  father 
received  rest  for  the  piece  of  ground 
in  question: — Held,  that  the  evi- 
dence was  receivaUe.  J)o«  d.  Sturt  v. 
Mobbe,  1 

2.  The  prisoner  made  his  defence 
before  the  committing  magistnUe,  and 
00  his  trial  he  called  wituesses  to  prove 
a  defence  wholly  repugnant  to  bia  far- 
mer statement.  That  former  statement 
bad  not  been  given  in  evidence  in  the 
case  for  the  prosecution,  and  there- 
fore the  Court  would  not  allow  it  to 
be  read,  afterwards,  to  contradict  the 
defence  set  up  by  evidence  on  trial. 
Reg.  T.  Powell,  50& 

3.  On  the  trial  of  an  action  of  debt 
for  the  treUe  value  of  predial  tithe, 
in  which  the  defendant  had  pleaded 
nil  debet  "  by  statute,"  the  plaintiff 
bad  proved  the  defendant's  occupa- 
tion of  the  land,  the  subtraction  of 
the  tithe,  its  single  value,  and  that 
tithe  had  been  previously  paid  in  re- 
spect of  land  encroached  from  the 
same  common.  The  defeadant  called 
witnesses  to  prove  exemption  from 
tithe  by  reason  of  barrenness :  — Held, 
that,  although  on  the  examination  of 
a  witness  for  the  pluntiff,  a  question 
had  been  asked  as  to  the  fertility  of 
the  land,  yet  the  plaintiff  was  entitled 
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to  call  evideDce  in  reply  to  disprove 
the   defence.      Greswolde  v.   Kemp, 

635 

EXECUTION. 

In  the  Exchequer,  if  a  canse  be 
tried  at  the  third  sitting  in  term,  and 
there  be  not  four  days  remaining  in 
the  term  after  the  return  day  of  the 
distringas,  the  plaintiff  ought  to  apply 
for  speedy  execution,  in  order  that  he 
may  not  be  delayed  till  the  next  term. 
Chapman  v.  Brown,  463 

EXECUTOR. 
See  Appointment. — ^Witness,  4. 

1 .  In  an  action  against  an  executor, 
on  plene  administravit  pleaded,  the 
plaintiff  is  bound  to  shew  affirmatively, 
that  the  defendant  had  goods  of  the 
testator  in  his  hands  unadministered; 
and  though  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to 
his  verdict,  (and  therefore  to  costs), 
if  he  can  prove  any  property  unad- 
ministered, yet  the  measure  of  plain- 
tiff^s  damages  is  not  the  amount  of 
his  debt,  but  so  much  as  he  can  shew 
to  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  exe- 
cutor.    Jackson  v.  Bowleg,  97 

2.  Where  the  testator  assigned  his 
property,  and  the  plaintiff^  in  an  ac- 
tion against  the  executor,  set  up  fraud 
in  the  assignment,  and  suggested,  to 
prove  the  fraud,  that  the  testator  was 
insolvent  at  the  time  of  the  assign- 
ment, it  is  sufficient  for  the  purposes 
of  the  plaintiff  in  the  action,  if,  by 
the  very  act  of  assignment,  the  plain- 
tiff make  himself  insolvent —that  is, 
if  the  property  left  after  the  convey- 
ance be  not  enough  to  pay  his  debts. 
But  where  the  sum  realized  after  the 
death  of  the  testator  very  nearly 
equalled  the  amount  of  his  debts,  his 
Lordship  still  left  it  to  the  jury  to 
say  whether  there  had  been  fraud  in 
the  assignment.  Ibid. 

3.  It  is  a  question  for  the  jury, 
whether  the  executor  has  committed 
a  devastavit,  by  swearing  the  property 


above  its  value,  and  so  incurring  a 
greater  stamp-duty  than  he  would 
otherwise  have  to  pay,  seeing  that 
the  executor  is  bound  to  act  prompt- 
ly, and  therefore  is  not  to  be  held  to 
too  close  a  search  for  the  testator's 
property.  Ibid. 

4.  A  person  who  is  sued  as  an  exe- 
cutor, and  who  pleads  plene  admini- 
stravit, only  admits  thereby  that  he 
is  executor  de  son  tort;  and  an  exe- 
cutor de  son  tort  is  not  liable  to  the 
amount  of  all  the  property  of  the  tes- 
tator that  would  pass  by  a  will,  but 
only  for  the  amount  of  assets  that 
come  to  his  hands.  Yardley  v.  Ar-' 
nold,  434 

5.  A.  was  sued  as  executor  of  his 
father,  and  pleaded  plene  administra- 
vit. It  appeared  that  the  father  left 
no  will,  and  was  the  owner  of  a  lease- 
hold house,  and  that  A.,  after  his  fa- 
therms  death,  had  received  some  small 
sums  which  had  been  due  to  his  father, 
and  had  paid  the  expenses  of  his  fa- 
ther's funeral: — Held,  that  A.  was  not 
liable  for  the  value  of  the  leasehold 
house,  and  was  only  liable  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  sums  he  had  actually  re- 
ceived, against  which  he  had  a  right 
to  deduct  reasonable  funeral  expenses. 

Ibid. 

6.  The  usual  allowance  for  funeral 
expenses,  to  be  paid  from  an  insolvent 
estate,  is  £20.  Ibid, 

7.  A.,  being  sued  as  executor  de 
son  tort  of  his  father,  claimed  certain 
goods  under  a  deed  of  assignment 
from  his  father  to  himself,  the  con- 
sideration whereof  was  stated  in  the 
deed  to  be  a  debt  due  from  his  father 
to  him;  and  to  prove  that  the  deed 
was  not  fraudulent,  it  was  proposed  by 
A.'s  counsel  to  go  into  evidence  to 
shew  that  A.'s  father  really  owed  A. 
money: — Held,  that,  for  this  pur- 
pose, what  A.'s  father  said  to  A.,  or 
in  A.'s  presence,  as  to  his  owing  A. 
money,  was  receivable  in  evidence,  as 
it  was  proof  of  an  account  stated  be- 
tween them;  but  that  what  A.'s  father 
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said  on  the  subject,  in  the  absence  of 
A.,  was  not  receivable  in  evidence,  as 
that  would  be  merely  an  admission  by 
A.'s  father,  under  whom  A.  claimed, 
but  under  whom  the  plaintiff  did  not 
claim.  Ibid, 

FALSE  ANSWER. 
See  Voter. 

FALSE  IMPRISONMENT. 

1.  A.  bad  communicated  to  B.  & 
Co.,  who  were  distillers,  a  method  of 
rectifying  spirits,  and  they  were  to 
pay  him  an  annuity,  and  6d.  a  gallon 
on  all  spirits  rectified  by  his  method, 
and  to  keep  an  account.  A.  having 
a  sum  due  to  him,  B.  &  Go.  offered 
to  pay  it  at  their  solicitor's  office,  and 
to  produce  the  account  there.  A. 
sent  B.  &  Co.  a  letter,  stating  that  he 
should  come  to  the  distillery  for  a 
sight  of  the  account,  and  for  payment; 
to  which  G.,  one  of  the  firm  of  B.  & 
Co.,  replied  by  letter,  stating,  that  if 
A.  came  to  the  distillery  and  either 
rang  or  knocked,  he  would  be  punish- 
ed, &c.  A.  went  to  the  distillery 
(which  was  within  the  Metropolitan 
Police  district),  and  gently  rang  the 
gate  bell,  when  H.,  who  was  the 
cashier  of  the  firm,  gave  A.  into  the 
custody  of  a  policeman  on  a  charge  of 
having  rung  the  bell,  contrary  to  the 
54th  section  of  the  Police  Act,  2  &  3 
Vict.  c.  47: — Held,  in  an  action  for 
false  imprisonment  by  A.  against  6. 
and  H.,  that  this  was  not  a  case 
within  that  act,  and  that  G.  and  H. 
were  not  justified  under  that  act,  and 
that  they  were  not  entitled  to  notice 
of  action.      Homey.  Grimhle,       17 

2.  On  the  trial  of  an  action  for  as- 
sault and  false  imprisonment  on  a 
charge  of  felony,  if  the  plaintiff's 
counsel  ask  his  witness  what  was  said 
by  the  defendant  when  the  parties 
were  before  the  magistrate,  the  de- 
fendant's counsel  may  ask,  on  cross* 


examination,  what  was  said  by  the 
magistrate.  Richards  v.  Turner,  414 

3.  Where  a  plea  of  justification  in 
such  a  case  states,  that  the  plaintiff 
committed  the  felony,  the  jury  must 
try  that  question  in  the  same  way 
as  if  they  were  sitting  in  a  criminal 
court  trying  the  plaintiff  for  the  of- 
fence itself;  and  if  a  witness,  who  ad- 
mits that  he  stole  similar  property  at 
the  same  time,  be  called  to  sustain  the 
plea,  though  he  is  not  exactly  in  the 
situation  of  an  accomplice,  yet  it 
seems  that  his  testimony  ought  to  re- 
ceive some  confirmation.  Ibid, 

4.  After  a  summons  issued,  infor- 
mation was  given  before  the  magistrate 
that  the  party  against  whom  the  sum- 
mons had  been  granted  was  going  out 
of  the  magistrate's  jurisdiction,  who 
thereupon  issued  his  warrant,  and  the 
person  was  taken  into  custody  and 
afterwards  brought  his  action  against 
the  magistrate  for  false  imprisonment. 
At  the  trial  the  summons  was  given 
in  evidence,  and  the  warrant,  but  not 
the  information  : — Held,  that  the 
evidence  was  not  sufficient,  and  that 
the  magistrate  must  put  in  the  infor- 
mation to  justify  his  warrant  for  ap- 
prehension, for  that,  without  a  proper 
information,  the  magistrate  is  liable 
in  an  action  for  false  imprisonment, 
if  the  party  be  taken.  Stephens  v. 
Clark,  509 

5.  Trespass  was  brought  against 
three  defendants  for  an  assault  com- 
mitted in  Bristol.  Two  of  them  were 
constables  of  Oxford,  and  had  come 
down  and  taken  the  plaintiff  at  Bris- 
tol (thus  committing  the  assault)  on 
suspicion  of  his  having  stolen  a  horse 
belonging  to  the  other  defendant  in 
Oxfordshire.  The  declaration  set  out 
all  the  trespasses  to  have  been  done 
without  reasonable  or  probable  cause. 
The  two  constables  pleiaded  not  guilty 
only  : — Held,  that  they  might  give 
the  special  matter  in  evidence  in  miti- 
gation of  damages,  to  shew  that  there 
was  reasonable  and  probable  cause ; 
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bat,  semble,  having  acted  out  of  their 
jurisdiction,  they  were  not  entitled  as 
constables  under  21  Jac.  1,  c.  12,  s. 
5,  to  give  the  special  matter  in  evi- 
dence under  the  general  issue  as  a 
defence  of  the  trespasses*  Rowcliff^e 
V.  Murray,  513 

FALSE  PRETENCES. 

See  Autrefois  Acquit. 

1.  Semble,  that  obtaining  money 
by  the  false  representation  of  any  ex- 
isting fact,  the  party  making  the  re- 
presentation then  knowing  it  to  be 
false,  is  an  obtaining  money  by  false 
pretences  within  the  stat.  7  &  8  Geo. 
4,  c.  29,  s.  53.     Reg.  v.  Henderson, 

328 

2.  An  indictment  for  false  pretences 
against  H.  and  B.  charged  that  F.  P. 
was  possessed  of  a  mare,  and  H.  of 
a  horse,  and  that  H.  and  B.  falsely 
pretended  to  F.  P.  thatB.  "was  then 
and  there  possessed  of  a  certain  sum 
of  money,  to  wit,  the  sum  of  12/.," 
and  that  if  F.  P.  would  exchange  his 
mare  for  H.'s  horse,  B.  was  willing 
and  ready  to  purchase  the  horse  of  F. 
P.  and  give  him  12/.  for  it;  "whereas 
in  truth  and  in  fact  the  said  J.  B.  was 
not  then  and  there  possessed  of  the 
said  sum  of  12/.,"  and  was  not  then 
and  there  ready  and  wilUng  to  pur- 
chase the  said  horse  : — Held,  that 
the  indictment  was  bad,  as  it  did  not 
aver  that  the  defendants  knew  that  B. 
was  not  possessed  of  12/.  Ibid, 

3.  The  prisoner  paid  his  addresses 
to  the  prosecutrix,  and  obtained  a  pro- 
mise of  marriage  from  her,  which  pro- 
mise she  afterwards  refused  to  ratify. 
He  then  threatened  her  with  an  action, 
and  by  this  means  obtained  money 
from  her.  During  the  whole  of  the 
transactions  the  prisoner  had  a  wife. 
On  an  indictment  against  him  for  ob- 
taining money  under  false  pretences, 
the  pretences  laid  were,  first,  that  he 
was  unmarried ;  secondly,  that  he 
was  entitled  to  bring  and  maintain  his 


action  against  her  for  a  breach  of 
promise  of  marriage  :  —  Held,  that 
the  fact  of  the  prisoner  paying  his 
addresses  was  sufficient  evidence  for 
the  jury  on  which  they  might  find 
the  first  pretence,  that  the  prisoner 
was  a  single  man  and  in  a  condi- 
tion to  marry;  and  that  there  was 
sufficient  evidence  on  which  to  find 
the  falseness  of  the  other  pretence, 
that  he  was  entitled  to  maintain  his 
action  for  breach  of  promise  of  mar- 
riage, and  that  such  latter  false  pre- 
tence was  a  sufficient  false  pretence 
within  the  statute.  Reg.  v.  Cope- 
land,  516 

4.  Form  of  indictment.  Ibid. 

5.  A  defendant  was  charged  in 
the  first  count  of  an  indictment  with 
having  falsely  pretended  that  he 
was  Mr.  H.,  who  had  cured  Mrs.  C. 
at  the  Oxford  Infirmary,  and  thereby 
obtaining  one  sovereign,  with  intent 
to  defraud  G.  P.  "of  the  same."  The 
second  count  laid  the  intent  to  be 
to  defraud  G.  P.  "  of  the  sum  of  5*., 
parcel  of  the  value  of  the  said  last- 
mentioned  piece  of  the  current  gold 
coin."  It  was  proved,  that  the  de- 
fendant made  the  pretence  and  there- 
by induced  the  prosecutor  to  buy,  at 
the  price  of  5«.,  a  bottle  containing 
something  which  he  said  would  cure 
the  eye  of  the  prosecutor's  child.  The 
prosecutor  gave  him  a  sovereign  and 
received  1  bs,  in  change.  It  was  fur- 
ther proved  that  the  defendant  was 
not  Mr.  H.  : — Held,  that  this  was  a 
false  pretence  within  the  stat.  7  &  8 
Geo.  4,  c.  29,  s.  53,  and  that  the  in- 
tent was  properly  laid  in  the  second 
count.     Reg,  v.  Bloomjield,  537 

FILIATION  (ORDER  OF). 
See  Guardian  of  the  Poor. 

FORGERY. 

1 .  A  customer  in  the  country  had 
an  account  open  with  a  wholesale 
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said  on  the  subject,  in  the  absence  of 
A.,  was  not  receivable  in  evidence,  as 
that  would  be  merely  an  admission  by 
A.' 8  father,  under  whom  A.  claimed, 
but  under  whom  the  plaintiff  did  not 
claim.  Ibid. 

FALSE  ANSWER. 
See  Voter. 

FALSE  IMPRISONMENT. 

1.  A.  bad  communicated  to  B.  & 
Co.,  who  were  distillers,  a  method  of 
rectifying  spirits,  and  they  were  to 
pay  him  an  annuity,  and  6d.  a  gallon 
on  all  spirits  rectified  by  his  method, 
and  to  keep  an  account.  A.  haviug 
a  sum  due  to  him,  B.  &  Co.  offered 
to  pay  it  at  their  solicitor's  office,  and 
to  produce  the  account  there.  A. 
sent  B.  &  Co.  a  letter,  stating  that  he 
should  come  to  the  distillery  for  a 
sight  of  the  account,  and  for  payment; 
to  which  G.,  one  of  the  firm  of  B.  & 
Co.,  replied  by  letter,  stating,  that  if 
A.  came  to  the  distillery  and  either 
rang  or  knocked,  he  would  be  punish- 
ed, &c.  A.  went  to  the  distillery 
(which  was  within  the  Metropolitan 
Police  district),  and  gently  rang  the 
gate  bell,  when  H.,  who  was  the 
cashier  of  the  firm,  gave  A.  into  the 
custody  of  a  policeman  on  a  charge  of 
having  rung  the  bell,  contrary  to  the 
54th  section  of  the  Police  Act,  2  &  3 
Vict.  c.  47: — Held,  in  an  action  for 
false  imprisonment  by  A.  against  G. 
and  H.,  that  this  was  not  a  case 
within  that  act,  and  that  G.  and  H. 
were  not  justified  under  that  act,  and 
that  they  were  not  entitled  to  notice 
of  action.      Home  v.  Grimble,       1 7 

2.  On  the  trial  of  an  action  for  as- 
sault and  false  imprisonment  on  a 
charge  of  felony,  if  the  plaintiff's 
counsel  ask  his  witness  what  was  said 
by  the  defendant  when  the  parties 
were  before  the  magistrate,  the  de- 
fendant's counsel  may  ask,  on  cross* 


examination,  what  was  said  by  the 
magistrate.  Richards  v.  Turner,  414 

3.  Where  a  plea  of  justification  in 
such  a  case  states^  that  the  plaintiff 
committed  the  felony,  the  jury  must 
try  that  question  in  the  same  way 
as  if  they  were  sitting  in  a  criminal 
court  trying  the  plaintiff  for  the  of- 
fence itself;  and  if  a  witness,  who  ad- 
mits that  he  stole  similar  property  at 
the  same  time,  be  called  to  sustain  the 
plea,  though  he  is  not  exactly  in  the 
situation  of  an  accomplice,  yet  it 
seems  that  his  testimony  ought  to  re- 
ceive some  confirmation.  Ibid, 

4.  After  a  summons  issued,  infor- 
mation was  given  before  the  magistrate 
that  the  party  against  whom  the  sum- 
mons had  been  granted  was  going  out 
of  the  magistrate's  jurisdiction,  who 
thereupon  issued  his  warrant,  and  the 
person  was  taken  into  custody  and 
afterwards  brought  his  action  against 
the  magistrate  for  false  imprisonment. 
At  the  trial  the  summons  was  given 
in  evidence,  and  the  warrant,  but  not 
the  information  : — Held,  that  the 
evidence  was  not  sufficient,  and  that 
the  magistrate  must  put  in  the  infor- 
mation to  justify  his  warrant  for  ap- 
prehension, for  that,  without  a  proper 
information,  the  magistrate  is  Uable 
in  an  action  for  false  imprisonment, 
if  the  party  be  taken.  Stephens  v. 
Clark,  509 

5.  Trespass  was  brought  against 
three  defendants  for  an  assault  com- 
mitted in  Bristol.  Two  of  them  were 
constables  of  Oxford,  and  had  come 
down  and  taken  the  plaintiff  at  Bris- 
tol (thus  committing  the  assault)  on 
suspicion  of  his  having  stolen  a  horse 
belonging  to  the  other  defendant  in 
Oxfordshire.  The  declaration  set  out 
all  the  trespasses  to  have  been  done 
without  reasonable  or  probable  cause. 
The  two  constables  pleaded  not  guilty 
only  : — Held,  that  they  might  give 
the  special  matter  in  evidence  in  miti' 
gation  of  damages,  to  shew  that  there 
was  reasonable  and  probable  cause ; 
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bat,  semble,  baving  acted  out  of  tbeir 
jurisdiction,  they  were  not  entitled  as 
constables  under  21  Jac.  ],  c.  12,  s. 
5,  to  give  the  special  matter  in  evi- 
dence under  the  general  issue  as  a 
defence  of  the  trespasses*  Rowcli/fe 
V.  Murray,  513 

FALSE  PRETENCES. 

See  Autrefois  Acquit. 

1.  Setnble,  that  obtaining  money 
by  the  false  representation  of  any  ex- 
isting fact,  the  party  making  the  re- 
presentation then  knowing  it  to  be 
false,  is  an  obtaining  money  by  false 
pretences  within  the  stat.  7  &S  Geo. 
4,  c.  29,  s.  53.     Reff.  v.  Henderson, 

328 

2.  An  indictment  for  false  pretences 
against  H.  and  B.  charged  that  F.  P. 
was  possessed  of  a  mare,  and  H.  of 
a  horse,  and  that  H.  and  B.  falsely 
pretended  to  F.  P.  that  B.  **  was  then 
and  there  possessed  of  a  certain  sum 
of  money,  to  wit,  the  sum  of  12/.," 
and  that  if  F.  P.  would  exchange  his 
mare  for  H.'s  horse,  B.  was  willing 
and  ready  to  purchase  the  horse  of  F. 
P.  and  give  him  12/.  for  it;  "whereas 
in  truth  and  in  fact  the  said  J.  B.  was 
not  then  and  there  possessed  of  the 
said  sum  of  12/.,*' and  was  not  then 
and  there  ready  and  willing  to  pur- 
chase the  said  horse  : — Held,  that 
the  indictment  was  bad,  as  it  did  not 
aver  that  the  defendants  hiew  that  B. 
was  not  possessed  of  12/.  Ibid, 

3.  The  prisoner  paid  his  addresses 
to  the  prosecutrix)  and  obtained  a  pro- 
mise of  marriage  from  her,  which  pro- 
mise she  afterwards  refused  to  ratify. 
He  then  threatened  her  with  an  action, 
and  by  this  means  obtained  money 
from  her.  During  the  whole  of  the 
transactions  the  prisoner  had  a  wife. 
On  an  indictment  against  him  for  ob- 
taining money  under  false  pretences, 
the  pretences  laid  were,  first,  that  he 
was  unmarried ;  secondly,  that  he 
was  entitled  to  bring  and  maintain  his 


action  against  her  for  a  breach  of 
promise  of  marriage  :  —  Held,  that 
the  fact  of  the  prisoner  paying  his 
addresses  was  sufficient  evidence  for 
the  jury  on  which  they  might  find 
the  first  pretence,  that  the  prisoner 
was  a  single  man  and  in  a  condi- 
tion to  marrv;  and  that  there  was 
sufficient  evidence  on  which  to  find 
the  falseness  of  the  other  pretence, 
that  he  was  entitled  to  maintain  his 
action  for  breach  of  promise  of  mar- 
riage, and  that  such  latter  false  pre- 
tence was  a  sufficient  false  pretence 
within  the  statute.  Reg.  v.  Cope- 
land,  516 

4.  Form  of  indictment.  Ibid, 

5.  A  defendant  was  charged  in 
the  first  count  of  an  indictment  with 
having  falsely  pretended  that  he 
was  Mr.  H.,  who  had  cured  Mrs.  C. 
at  the  Oxford  Infirmary,  and  thereby 
obtaining  one  sovereign,  with  intent 
to  defraud  G.  P.  "of  the  same."  The 
second  count  laid  the  intent  to  be 
to  defraud  G.  P.  **  of  the  sum  of  5*., 
parcel  of  the  value  of  the  said  last- 
mentioned  piece  of  the  current  gold 
coin."  It  was  proved,  that  the  de- 
fendant made  the  pretence  and  there- 
by induced  the  prosecutor  to  buy,  at 
the  price  of  5s.,  a  bottle  containing 
something  which  he  said  would  cure 
the  eye  of  the  prosecutor's  child.  The 
prosecutor  gave  him  a  sovereign  and 
received  1 5*.  in  change.  It  was  fur- 
ther proved  that  the  defendant  was 
not  Mr.  H.  : — Held,  that  this  was  a 
false  pretence  within  the  stat.  7  &  8 
Geo.  4,  c.  29,  s.  53,  and  that  the  in- 
tent was  properly  laid  in  the  second 
count,     lieff,  V.  Bloomjield,  537 

FILIATION  (ORDER  OF). 
See  Guardian  of  the  Poor. 

FORGERY. 

1.  A  customer  in  the  country  had 
an  account  open  with  a  wholesale 
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house  in  London :  a  letter  purporting 
to  come  from  him  was  delivered  at 
their  place  of  business;  it  was  in  the 
following  form: — **  I  shall  feel  obliged 
by  your  paying  Mr.  B.  the  sum  of 
2L  7s,  Sd.,  and  debiting  me  with  the 
same.  You  will  please  have  a  receipt, 
and  add  the  amount  to  invoice  of  or- 
der on  hand."  It  appeared  to  be  the 
practice  of  the  house  in  London  to 
pay  to  country  customers  on  requests 
of  a  similar  description.  The  party 
who  sent  it  by  an  innocent  agent, 
and  obtained  the  money  on  it,  was 
indicted  for  forging  and  uttering  it. 
The  instrument  was  described  in  the 
indictment  as  an  undertaking — a  toar- 
rant — and  an  order,  each  for  the  pay- 
ment of  21,  7s.  Sd,  The  prisoner  hav- 
ing been  convicted  of  uttering,  the  fif- 
teen judges  held  the  conviction  wrong, 
being  of  opinion  that  the  instrument 
was  neither  an  undertaking,  a  warrant, 
nor  an  order.     Reg.  v.  TAom,      206 

2.  On  an  indictment  for  forging 
and  uttering  a  '*  warrant  and  order  for 
the  payment  of  money,  to  wit,  a  war- 
rant and  order  for  the  payment  of 
£85,"  and  for  forging  and  uttering  an 
**  acquittance  and  receipt  for  money, 
to  wit,  for  £85;"  it  was  proved,  that 
J.  M.  had  paid  £85  into  the  D.  bank, 
and  had  taken  an  accountable  receipt 
for  that  amount;  and  that  the  course 
of  dealing  at  the  D.  bank  was  to  treat 
the  accountable  receipt  with  the  de- 
positor's signature  on  the  face  of  it  as 
an  order  for  the  payment  of  the  money 
deposited  and  interest;  and  that  the 
prisoner  went  to  the  D.  bank  with  the 
receipt  that  had  been  given  to  J.  M., 
and  having  written  the  name  of  J.  M. 
on  the  face  of  it  he  delivered  it  to  the 
bankers,  who  paid  him  £85,  and  also 
21.  17*.  6d.  for  interest.  The  pri- 
soner was  convicted,  and  the  fifteen 
judges  held  the  conviction  right. 
Reg.  V.  Atkinson,  325 

3.  H.  employed  J.  L.  to  do  work 
for  him.  J.  L.  had  a  partner  named 
S.,  who  took  no  active  part  in  the 


business,  of  which  H.  was  aware.  J« 
L.  asked  for  payment  for  the  work, 
and  H.  paid  him  by  a  forged  bill  of 
exchange,  knowing  it  to  be  so.  J.  L. 
indorsed  the  bill  in  his  own  name 
only,  and  gave  it  to  his  partner  S., 
who  afterwards  indorsed  it  with  his 
own  name,  and  paid  it  away.  H.  was 
convicted  of  the  uttering  on  a  count 
which  laid  an  intent  to  defraud  J.  L., 
and  the  judges  held  the  conviction 
right.     Reg.  v.  Hanson,  334 

4.  If  the  course  of  dealing  between 
A.  &  B.  is  that  A.  shall  write  persons 
names  in  a  list,  with  a  sum  against 
each  name,  on  sight  of  which  B.  is  to 
furnish  goods  on  the  credit  of  A.  to 
each  person  whose  name  is  on  the 
list,  to  the  amount  set  against  his 
name;  such  list  is  a  request  for  the  * 
delivery  of  goods,  and  the  fraudulent 
alteration  of  one  of  the  sums  in  it  is 
indictable  as  a  forgery  under  the  stat. 

1 1  Geo.  4  &  1  Will.  4,  c.  66,  s.  10. 
Reg.  V.  Walters,  588 

5.  D.  was  in  the  habit  of  buying 
bones  for  F.,  and  of  drawing  on  F.  for 
the  price  before  he  delivered  the 
bones.  The  prisoner  forged  D.'s 
name  to  a  letter  to  F.  asking  for  £3, 
and  stating  that  D.  had  bought  a 
large  quantity  of  bones.  F.  did  not 
at  this  time  owe  any  money  to  D. :  — 
Held,  that  this  was  not  an  order  for 
the  payment  of  money  within  the  stat. 
1 1  Geo.  4  &  1  Will.  4,  c.  66.  Reg. 
V.  Roberts,  652 

FRAUD. 
See  Money  had  and  received. 

FRAUDS,  STATUTE  OF 
See  Agreement. 

FRIENDLY  SOCIETY. 
See  Larceny,  7. 

GOODS  BADLY  MADE. 

If  A.  employ  B.  to  make  bricks  for 
him  at  a  stipulated  price  per  thousand, 
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'and  B.  do  so,  and  some  of  the  bricks 
be  so  badly  made  as  to  be  good  for 
nothing,  A.  will  be  entitled  to  make  a 
deduction  for  these  badly  made  bricks 
out  of  the  stipulated  price,  and  may 
make  such  deduction  in  an  action 
brought  by  B.  for  the  stipulated  price; 
but  if  the  bricks  be  badly  made  in  a 
trifling  degree  only,  so  as  merely  to 
be  less  valuable  than  they  otherwise 
would  have  been,  A.,  in  an  action  for 
the  stipulated  price,  will  not  be  en- 
titled to  make  any  deduction  on  this 
account.     Pardow  v.  Webb,  53 1 

GRAND  JURY. 
See  Witness  improperly  sworn 

TO  GO  BEFORE  THE  GrAND  JuRY. 

GUARDIAN  OF  THE  POOR. 

1.  A  magistrate  residing  within  a 
poor-law  union  is  only  a  guardian  ex 
officio  under  the  Poor  Law  Amend- 
ment Act,  while  he  is  acting  as  such 
guardian.     Reg.  t.  Cant,  521 

2.  Two  magistrates  made  an  order 
of  filiation  under  the  stat.  2  &  3 
Vict.  c.  85,  upon  the  complaint  of 
the  guardians  of  the  T.  union.  Both 
the  magistrates  resided  within  the  T. 
union,  and  were,  therefore,  guardians 
ex  officio  of  it ;  and  one  of  them  was 
a  rated  inhabitant  of  a  township  with- 
in the  T.  union,  but  not  that  in  favour 
of  which  the  order  was  made;  one  of 
the  magistrates  had,  on  other  occa- 
sions, acted  as  a  guardian  ex  officio; 
but  neither  had  acted  as  a  guardian 
in  anything  respecting  this  matter:  — 
Held,  that  the  order  was  good,  Ibid. 

HIGH  TREASON. 

See  L.   C.  J.  Tindal's  Charge, 
p.  661. — Postponing  Trial,  3. 

HIGHWAY. 
iSitfe  Evidence,  9,  10,  11. 

In  an  indictment  for  a  nuisance,  in 
obstructiug  a  highway  "  leading  Jrom 


the  township  of  D.  unto  the  town  of 
C,"  by  placing  a  gate  across  it,  the 
termini  D.  and  C.  are  excluded;  and 
therefore,  if  it  appear  that  the  gate 
was  put  up  in  the  township  of  D.,  the 
defendant  must  be  acquitted,  Reg, 
V.  Botfield,  151 

HOTEL  KEEPER. 
iSf^e  Bankrupt,  1. 

HOUSEBREAKING. 

See  Burglary,  1.  —  Indictment^ 

1,  6. 

HOUSE  OF   COMMONS   (OFFI- 
CERS OF). 

See  Trespass,  6. 

HOUSES  (DEMOLISHING), 
See  Demolishing  Houses. 

HUSBAND  AND  WIFE. 

See  Crim.  Con. — Larceny,   1,  2, 

3,4. 

IGNORED  BILL. 
See  Indictment,  9. 

INDICTMENT. 

See  Accessory,  3. — Assault  with 
Intent  to  rob.  —  Embez- 
zlement, 4,  5.  —  False  Pre- 
tences, 2,  5.  —  Highway.  — ^ 
Manslaughter. — Murder,  6, 
7,  9.— Perjury,  12,  13,  14,  15, 
16. — Robbery. — Witness  im- 
properly SWORN  TO  GO  before 

THE  Grand  Jury. 

1.  An  indictment  for  housebreak- 
ing, after  charging  the  breaking  and 
entering  in  the  nsual  form,  charged 
that  the  prisoner  "forty-two  pieces 
of  the  current  gold  coin  of  this  realm, 
called  sovereigns,  of  the  value  of  £42, 
in  the  same  dwelling-house  then  and 
there  being  found,  then  and  there 
feloniously  did  steal  and  cany  away,^* 
&c.:  —  Held,   good,   and    that  the 
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"words  **  then  and  there,"  in  the  last 
allegation,  were  sufficient  without  the 
words  *'  in  the  same  dwelling-house  " 
being  added  to  them.  Reg,  v.  An- 
dretDS,  121 

2.  In  an  indictment  for  receiving 
stolen  tin,  "ingots  of  tin"  are  pro- 
perly described  as  so  many  pounds 
weight  of  tin;  so,  it  would  be  proper 
to  describe  a  bar  of  iron  as  so  many 
pounds  weight  of  iron  ;  but  if  an 
article  has  obtained,  in  common  par- 
lance, a  particular  name  of  its  own,  it 
%rould  be  wrong  to  describe  it  by  the 
name  of  the  material  of  which  it  is 
composed;  thus,  it  would  be  a  mis- 
description to  describe  cloth  as  so 
many  pounds  weight  of  wool,  or  so- 
vereigns as  so  many  ounces  of  gold. 
Iteff.Y.  Mansfield,  140 

3.  An  indictment  charged  a  pri- 
soner with  having  burglariously  broken 
and  entered  a  dwelling-house  ''  with 
intent  one  A.  D.,  in  the  said  dwelling- 
house  there  being,  violently  and 
Against  her  will  then  and  there  felo- 
niously to  ravish  and  carnally  know." 
Whether  that  allegation  is  sufficient 
without  the  addition  of  the  words, 
''in  the  said  dwelling-house,"  after 
the  words  "  then  and  there  *' — qucere, 
Reg.  V.  Watkins,  264 

4.  Where  a  statute  declares  an  of- 
fence and  awards  a  punishment,  and 
by  a  subsequent  act  the  punishment 
is  altered,  the  indictment  for  such 
offence  should  conclude  ''  against  the 
form  of  the  statutes.*'  Regina  v. 
Adams,  299 

5.  An  indictment  for  a  conspiracy 
charged  the  defendant  with  conspiring 
with  other  persons  unknown  ''  to 
cheat  and  defraud  J.  D.  and  others;* 
and  laid  as  overt  acts  that  the  de- 
fendant did  falsely  pretend  to  J.  D. 
that  he  was  a  merchant  named  6., 
and  did  under  colour  of  a  pretended 
contract  with  J.  D.,  for  the  purchase 
of  certain  goods  ''  of  the  said  J.  D. 
and  others,'*  obtain  a  large  quantity  of 
the  goods  ''of  the  said    J.  D.  and 


others'*  with  intent  to  defraud  "the 
said  J.  D.  and  others  :** — Held,  that 
the  words  "  and  others  "  throughout 
this  indictment  must  be  taken  to 
mean  others  the  partners  of  J.  />.,  and 
not  persons  wholly  unconnected  with 
J.  D.;  and  that,  on  the  trial  of  this 
indictment,  evidence  was  not  admissi- 
ble to  shew  that  the  defendant  at- 
tempted to  defraud  other  persons 
wholly  imconnected  with  J.  D.  Reg. 
V.  Steel,  337 

6.  In  an  indictment  for  burglary 
it  is  sufficient  to  allege  that  the 
burglary  was  committed  at  a  place, 
naming  it,  e.  g.  "  at  Norton-juxta- 
Kempsey,  in  the  county  aforesaid," 
without  stating  the  place  to  be  a 
parish,  vill,  chapelry,  or  the  like. 
Reg,  V.  Brookes,  544 

7.  An  indictment  for  breaking  into 
a  warehouse  and  stealing  goods 
stated  the  offence  to  have  been  com- 
mitted in  "  the  parish  of  St.  Peter  the 
Great,  in  the  county  of  W."  It  ap- 
peared that  only  part  of  the  parish  of 
St.  Peter  the  Great  was  in  the  oounty  of 
W. : — Held,  that  the  indictment  could 
not  be  supported  for  the  breaking  into 
the  warehouse,  but  that  it  was  suffi- 
cient for  the  larceny;  and  that  to  be 
good  as  to  the  breaking  it  should 
have  charged  the  offence  to  have  been 
committed  "  in  that  part  of  the  parish 
of  St.  Peter  the  Great  which  hes 
within  the  county  of  W."  543 

8.  A  defendant  in  an  indictment 
cannot  after  plea  take  advantage  of 
any  defect  which  is  aided  after  verdict 
by  the  2 1st  sect,  of  the  stat.  7  Geo.  4, 
c.  64,  the  only  mode  of  taking  advan- 
tage of  such  defects  being  by  de- 
murrer.    Reg,  V.  Ellis,  564 

9.  If  the  grand  jury  at  the  assizes 
or  sessions  have  ignored  a  bill,  they 
cannot  find  another  bill  against  the 
same  person  for  the  same  offence,  at 
the  same  assizes  or  sessions;  and  if 
such  other  bill  be  sent  before  them 
they  should  take  no  notice  of  it.  Reg. 
V.  Humphreys,  601 
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ISSUE  FROM  CHANCERY.  699 


INDICTMENT  (FORMS  OF). 

1.  Indictment  for  neglecting  and 
abandoning  a  new-born  child.        164 

2.  For  refusing  to  aid  a  constable. 

314 

3.  For  obtaining  money  by  false 
pretence  of  being  a  single  person,  and 
threatening  an  action  for  breach  of 
promise  of  marriage.  517 

INFANT. 

On  a  replication  to  a  plea  of 
infancy  that  the  articles  supplied  were 
necessaries,  the  question  is  not  only 
whether  the  articles  were  of  a  kind 
that  would  be  necessary  to  a  person 
in  the  station  of  the  defendant,  but 
also  whether  the  defendant  had  a 
sufficient  supply  of  those  articles  at 
the  time  of  the  sale  by  the  plaintiff, 
for,  if  he  had,  the  goods  supplied  by 
the  plaintiff  were  not  necessaries,  and 
the  plaintiff  cannot  recover  for  them; 
and  if  a  party  supply  goods  to  one 
under  age,  without  ascertaining  whe- 
ther such  person  be  already  fully  sup- 
plied with  such  articles,  he  does  so  at 
the  risk  of  their  being  proved  to  be 
not  necessary  at  the  time  of  the  sup- 
ply, by  reason  of  the  person  being  al- 
ready fully  supplied  with  such  arti- 
cles, and  of  thereby  failing  in  an 
action  for  the  recovery  of  their  price. 
Steedman  v.  Rose,  422 

INSOLVENT  DEBTOR. 

See  Escape. 

An  insolvent  debtor  wilfully  and 
fraudulently  omitting  sums  of  money 
from  his  special  balance  sheet  is  not 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  under  the 
99th  section  of  the  stat.  1  &  2  Vict. 
c.  1 10,  as  that  enactment  only  applies 
to  cases  where  the  omission  would  af- 
fect the  interests  of  creditors,  and  not 
where  there  is  an  omission  of  money 
received  and  subsequently  expended 
by  the  insolvent.  Reg,  t.  Mamer,  628 


INSURANCE. 

See  Begin  (Right  to),  2. — 
Juror,  2. 

1.  In  an  action  to  recover  the 
amount  of  a  policy  upon  a  life  insur- 
ance, where  the  rules  of  the  society 
stipulate  that  the  insured  shall  be  of 
sober  and  temperate  habits,  it  is  suffi« 
cient,  upon  a  plea  denying  the  sober 
and  temperate  habits  of  the  insured, 
for  the  defendants  to  shew  that  his 
habits  were  intemperate;  and  it  is  no 
answer  to  this  plea,  that  the  plaintiff 
prove  the  intemperance  not  to  have 
been  to  such  a  degree  as  to  injure  the 
health  of  the  insured,  or  to  shorten  his 
life.     Southcombe  v.  Merriman,    286 

2.  A  ship  which  was  insured  ran 
aground  and  was  much  damaged.  She 
was  surveyed,  and,  in  consequence  of 
the  report  of  the  surveyors,  sold  as 
she  lay :  — Held,  that,  to  entitle  the 
assured  to  recover  as  for  a  total  loss, 
they  must  satisfy  the  jury,  that,  as 
prudent  men,  and  exercising  a  sound 
discretion,  they  would,  if  they  had 
been  uninsured,  have  sold  the  vessel 
as  they  did  ;  and  that  the  jury  must 
be  satisfied  not  only  that  the  assured, 
if  uninsured,  would  have  acted  as  they 
did,  but  that  they  would  have  done 
prudently  in  so  acting.  Domett  v. 
Young,  465 

INTENDED  APPRENTICE. 
See  Board  and  Lodging. 

INTENT. 
See  Forgery,  3. — ^Wounding,  1. 

INTEREST. 

See  Bill  of  Exchange,  5.— Ven- 
dor AND  Purchaser,  4. 

INTERPLEADER. 
See  Perjury,  4. 

ISSUE  FROM  THE  COURT  OF 
CHANCERY. 

1.  If  an  issue  be  directed  by  the 
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2.  Id  assumpsit  for  tolls,  a  com- 
putus of  a  prepositus  or  reeve  of  33 
Hen.  6,  which  was  brought  from  the 
muniment  room  of  the  lord  of  the 
ipanor,  but  which  was  not  signed,  and 
of  which  no  evidence  of  the  hand- 
writing could  be  given,  but  in  which 
the  receiver  purported  to  charge  him- 
self with  the  receipt  of  money,  was 
offered  in  evidence: — Held,  to  be  re- 
ceivable.    Brune  v.  Thompson,        34 

3.  The  plaintiff  claimed  tolls 
throughout  the  port  of  Padstow: — 
Held,  that  a  record  of  K.  B.,  of  7 
Ric.  2,  of  a  cause  removed  by  cer- 
tiorari from  the  maritime  court  of  Ai- 
destowe,  was  receivable  in  evidence 
for  the  plaintiff,  although  that  cause 
was  an  action  of  trespass  for  taking  a 
ship,  and  the  present  plain  tiff  and  de- 
fendant did  not  claim  under  either  of 
the  parties  to  it;  and  evidence  was 
allowed  to  be  given  by  the  witness 
who  produced  it,  that  he  had  ascer- 
tained from  records  that  Aldestowe 
and  Padstow  are  different  names  for 
the  same  place.  Ibid, 

4.  But  the  opposite  counsel  will 
not  be  allowed  to  ask  him  whether  he 
liad  not  found  other  records  besides 
those  given  in  evidence,  which  related 
to  the  right  of  the  Prior  of  B.,  from 
whom  the  plaintiff  traced  his  title,  as 
that  would  be  giving  parol  evidence  of 
the  contents  of  those  records.      Ibid. 

5.  A  document  indorsed  in  the 
plaintiff's  handwriting,  and  which 
the  plaintiff  had  directed  a  witness 
to  give  to  the  defendant,  is  good 
evidence  on  the  part  of  the  defend- 
ant, although  the  instrument  be  not 
between  the  parties  on  the  record. 
Agar  v.  Young,  78 

6.  A.  brought  an  action  of  trespass 
against  B.,  for  taking  two  tables  and 
a  chair.  B.  pleaded  not  guilty,  and 
no  other  plea.  It  was  proved  that 
B.  took  two  chairs  and  a  table  in  the 
house  of  D.,  but  none  of  the  wit- 
nesses knew  A.;  and  there  was  no 
evidence  of  any  kind  to  connect  A. 


with  the  goods  taken  in  D.'s  honse:— 
Held,  that,  to  entitle  the  plaintiff  to 
recover  on  these  pleadings,  there 
must  be  some  evidence  to  connect  the 
plaintiff  with  the  goods  taken;  and 
that,  if  there  was  no  such  evidence, 
the  defendant  would  be  entitled  to  a 
verdict  on  his  plea  of  not  guilty. 
Forman  v.  Dawes,  127 

7.  A  prisoner  was  to  be  tried  on 
three  indictments:  1st,  for  receiving 
stolen  tin;  2nd,  for  stealing  iron; 
3rd,  for  receiving  stolen  brass.  It 
appeared  that  a  constable  went  with  a 
search-warrant,  to  search  the  pri- 
soner's premises  for  stolen  iron,  and 
that,  having  read  the  warrant  to  the 
prisoner,  the  latter  made  a  statement: 
— Held,  on  the  trial  of  the  first  in- 
dictment, that  the  whole  of  this  state- 
ment was  receivable  in  evidence,  al- 
though part  of  it  related  to  the 
charge  respecting  the  iron;  and  also, 
that  evidence  might  be  given,  that,  at 
the  time  of  the  search,  the  prisoner 
endeavoured  to  conceal  some  brass; 
and  also,  that  almost  immediately 
after  the  prisoner  was  taken  away 
from  the  premises,  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  search,  his  wife  carried  some  tin 
under  her  cloak,  from  a  warehouse  on 
the  premises.    Reg,  v.  Mansfield,  140 

8.  The  rent-rolls  of  an  estate  were 
unsigned,  and  were  drawn  out  in  four 
columns.  The  first  and  second  co- 
lumns, containing  the  tenants'  names, 
and  the  amount  to  be  paid  by  each, 
were  in  the  handwriting  of  the  owner 
of  the  estate.  The  third  and  fourth 
columns,  containing  the  amount  ac- 
tually received  of  each  tenant,  and  the 
date  when  received,  were  in  the  hand- 
writing of  a  deceased  steward: — 
Held,  that  these  rent-rolls  were  re- 
ceivable in  evidence,  as  accounts  of  a 
deceased  steward  charging  himself. 
Doe  d.  Bodenham  v.  Colcomhe,     155 

9 .  On  the  trial  of  an  indictment 
for  the  non-repair  of  highways,  entries 
in  an  ancient  parish-book,  produced 
by  the  churchwarden  from  the  parish 
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chest,  were  offered  in  evidence,  to 
shew  who  were  the  surveyors  of  the 
highways  in  1707: — Held^  that  the 
evidence  was  receivable.  Reg,  v.  Pem- 
bridge  (Inhabs.  of),  157 

10.  A  minute-book,  kept  bj  the 
magistrates's  clerk,  was  offered  in 
evidence,  to  shew  who  had  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  magistrates  to  be  sur- 
veyors of  the  highways  for  the  year 
1812: — Held,  that  tins  evidence  was 
not  receivable  without  proof  of  a 
search  for  the  original  appointment, 
under  the  hands  and  seals  of  the 
magistrates.  Ibid, 

11.  Whether  the  minute-book 
would  have  been  receivable  as  second- 
ary evidence,  if  the  original  appoint- 
ments had  been  lost — qucere.    Ibid, 

12.  A  written  resolution  of  a  ves- 
try meeting  purported  to  allow  to 
Mr.  D.  £50: — Held,  that  evidence 
was  not  admissible  to  prove  what  was 
said  by  the  persons  who  were  at  the 
meeting,  with  a  view  of  shewing  what 
the  £50  were  allowed  for.  Ibid, 

13.  A  witness,  who  produced  an 
exfl mined  copy  of  a  record  of  a  con- 
viction at  the  assizes,  stated  that  he 
examined  it  with  the  original  record, 
in  the  custody  of  the  clerk  of  assize, 
but  that  he  thought  the  original  re- 
cord was  written  on  paper,  but  was 
not  sure.  It  was  proved,  by  the  son 
of  the  clerk  of  assize,  that  all  the  re- 
cords in  his  father's  custody  were 
written  on  parchment,  but  he  had  no 
recollection  of  this  particular  record: 
— Held,  that  the  examined  copy  was 
receivable  in  evidence.  Ibid, 

14.  Where  the  indictment  charged 
that  a  person  shot  at  one  Harvey  Gar- 
nett  Phipps  Tuckett,  it  was  held,  that 
Tuckett's  card,  though  given  to  one 
of  the  witnesses  in  the  presence  of 
the  party  chained,  could  not  be  given 
in  evidence  against  him  on  his  trial 
to  prove  the  name,  as  its  contents 
were  not  shewn  to  have  been  commu- 
nicated to  him.  Reg,  v.  Douglas,  193 

15.  To  prove  that  A.  and  B.  took  a 


distress,  a  witness  was  called,  who 
stated  that  he  saw  two  persons  (whom 
he  did  not  then  know)  take  the  dis- 
tress, and  that  he  had  since  learnt 
that  their  names  were  A.  and  B.,  and 
that  he  had  seen  A.  in  Court.  An- 
other witness  who  knew  A.,  proved 
that  A.  had  been  in  Court: — Held, 
that  this  was  evidence  to  go  to  the 
jury  as  to  A.,  but  not  as  to  B.,  and 
that  as  to  B.  the  evidence  was  not 
sufficient.     Bye  v.  Bower,  262 

16.  An  allegation  in  an  indictment 
for  perjury,  that  judgment  was  "  en- 
tered up  '*  in  an  action,  is  proved  by 
the  production  of  the  book  from  the 
Judgment- office  in  which  the  incipi- 
tur is  entered.     Reg,  v.  Gordon,  410 

17.  A  defendant  gave  in  evidence 
a  letter  of  the  plaintiff  dated  the  1 7th 
of  January,  which  purported  to  be  an 
answer  to  a  letter  written  to  the  plain- 
tiff by  Mr.  W.  The  plaintiff's  coun- 
sel proved  Mr.  W.*s  handwriting  to  a 
letter  addressed  to  the  plaintiff,  and 
dated  the  16th  of  February,  but 
which  had  no  post-mark,  and  wished 
to  give  this  letter  in  evidence  as  being 
the  letter  to  which  that  of  the  17th 
was  an  answer:  —  Held,  that  the 
letter  of  the  1 6th  was  not  receivable 
in  evidence,  unless  it  were  shewn  that 
it  was  the  letter  to  which  the  plain- 
tiff's letter  was  an  answer,  or,  at 
least,  that  it  was  in  existence  be- 
fore the  date  of  the  plaintiff's  letter. 
M*Namara  v.  Gihha,  4 1 2 

18.  The  carriage  of  P.  was  driven 
against  the  carriage  of  M.,  whereby 
M.*s  thigh  was  broken.  On  the  trial 
of  an  action  of  trespass  by  M.  against 
P.  for  this,  S.,  a  surgeon,  was  called 
as  a  witness  for  M.,  who  recovered 
£600  damages  against  P.  S.  after- 
wards brought  an  action  against  M. 
for  his  services  as  a  surgeon  in  attend- 
ing M.  after  his  thigh  was  broken. 
The  counsel  of  S.  proposed  to  go  into 
evidence  to  shew  what  S.  stated  as  to 
the  amount  of  his  charge  for  attend- 
ance on  M.  on  giving  his  evidence  on 
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the  trial  of  the  action  hj  M.  against 
P.; — Heldjthat  such  evidence  was  not 
admissible.  Sutherland  r.  M'Laugh- 
Hn,  429 

19.  Where  a  defendant  has  paid  a 
sum  into  court,  and  hns  pleaded  that 
the  pUintifT  has  sustained  no  greater 
damages,  the  plaintiff  may  gi?e  in 
evidence  a  judge's  summons  taken 
ont  b]r  the  defendant  two  days  hefore 
the  trial,  to  allow  him  to  pay  a  larger 
snm  into  court,  although  that  sum- 
mons  was  abandoned  and  no  order 
made  upon  it.    Domett  v.  Tamig,  465 

20.  If  in  an  action  for  slander,  in 
which  the  declaration  contained  pre- 
fatoTT  allegations,  the  defendant  only 
plead  not  guilty,  the  plaintiff  will  not 
be  allowed  to  go  into  any  evidence  as 
to  the  prefatory  allegations:  all  those 
allegations  must  he  taken  to  be  per- 
fectly true,  as  the  defendant  has  not 
denied  them,  which  he  might  have 
done,  if  he  had  meant  to  put  the 
plaintiff  to  prove  them.  Gwynne  v. 
Sharpe,  532 

21.  A  person  who  made  a  distress 
received  a  paper  from  the  person  by 
whose  authority  he  distrained,  and 
made  a  copy  of  it  which  he  gave  to 
the  person  distraiued  on;  the  original 
was  lost; — Held,  that  parol  evidence 
might  be  given  of  its  contents  with- 
out producing  or  accounting  for  the 
copy  given  to  the  party  distrained  on, 
Jhe  d.  Morte  v.  Willianu,  615 

22.  A  mother  and  son  were  in  pos- 
session of  a  house;  a  declaration  in 
ejectment  was  served  on  the  son,  who 
let  judgment  go  by  default,  and  also 
on  the  mother,  who  defended:  — Held, 
that  on  the  trial  of  the  ejectment 
against  the  mother,  an  examined  copy 
of  a  judgment  recovered  against  the 
son,  by  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff,  for 
use  and  occupation  of  the  house,  was 
not  receivable  in  evidence.  Ibid. 

23.  A  witness  in  a  case  of  felony 
may  be  asked,  in  cross-examination, 
whether  he  was  not  sworn  to  a  cer- 


EVIDENCE  IN  REPLY. 

tain  feet  befi»%  the  grand  jurv.     Bef, 
V.  Gibvm,  '         672 

EVIDENCE  IN  BEPLT. 

1.  In  ejectment  to  recover  garden 
ground,  it  was  proved  for  the  plain- 
tiff, that  the  defendant  had  been  let 
into  possession  of  the  garden  bj  M., 
who  had  paid  rent  to  the  lessor  of  the 
jdaintifF.  The  defendant's  case  was, 
that  M.  had  rented  a  part  of  his  gar- 
den of  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff,  and 
that  that  bad  been  giveu  up,  and  that 
the  defendant  had  the  residue  of  the 
garden,  which  was  now  in  dispute,  de- 
vised to  him  by  his  father's  will  in  the 
year  1791.  The  lessor  of  the  plaintiff 
proposed  to  give  evidence  in  reply,  to 
shew  that,  from  the  year  1794,  the 
lessor  of  the  plaintiff  and  his  father 
received  rent  for  the  piece  of  ground 
in  question: — Held,  that  the  evi- 
dence was  receivable.  Doe  d,  Sturt  v. 
Mo6b$.  1 

2.  The  prisoner  made  his  defence 
before  the  committing  magistrate,  and 
on  his  trial  be  called  witnesses  to  prove 
a  defence  wholly  repugnant  to  hia  for- 
mer statement.  That  former  statement 
had  not  been  given  in  evidence  in  the 
case  for  the  prosecution,  and  there- 
fore the  Court  would  not  allow  it  to 
be  read,  afterwards,  to  contradict  the 
defence  set  up  by  endence  on  trial. 
Beff.  T.  Poarell,  50& 

3.  On  the  trial  of  an  action  of  debt 
for  the  treble  value  of  predial  tithe, 
in  which  the  defendant  had  pleaded 
nil  debet  "  by  statute,"  the  plaintiff 
had  proved  the  defendant's  occupa- 
tion of  the  laud,  the  subtraction  of 
the  tithe,  its  single  value,  and  that 
tithe  had  been  previously  paid  in  re- 
spect of  land  encroached  from  the 
same  commoo.  The  defendant  called 
witnesses  to  prove  exemption  from 
tithe  hy  reason  of  barrenness :  — Held, 
that,  although  on  the  examination  of 
a  witness  for  the  pliunliff,  a  question 
had  been  asked  as  to  the  fertility  of 
the  land,  yet  the  phuntiff  was  entitled 
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to  call  evidence  in  reply  to  disprove 
the   defence.      Greswolde  v.   Ketnpy 

635 

EXECUTION. 

In  the  Exchequer^  if  a  cause  be 
tried  at  the  third  sitting  in  term,  and 
there  be  not  four  days  remaining  in 
the  term  after  the  return  day  of  the 
distringas,  the  plaintiff  ought  to  apply 
for  speedy  execution,  in  order  that  he 
may  not  be  delayed  till  the  next  term. 
Chapman  v.  Brown,  463 

EXECUTOR. 
See  Appointment. — ^Witness,  4. 

1 .  In  an  action  against  an  executor, 
on  plene  administravit  pleaded,  the 
plaintiff  is  bound  to  shew  aftirmatively, 
that  the  defendant  had  goods  of  the 
testator  in  his  hands  unadministered; 
and  though  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to 
his  verdict,  (and  therefore  to  costs), 
if  he  can  prove  any  property  unad- 
ministered, yet  the  measure  of  plain- 
tiffs damages  is  not  the  amount  of 
his  debt,  but  so  much  as  he  can  shew 
to  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  exe- 
cutor.    Jackson  v.  Bowley,  97 

2.  Where  the  testator  assigned  his 
property,  and  the  plaintiff,  in  an  ac- 
tion against  the  executor,  set  up  fraud 
in  the  assignment,  and  suggested,  to 
prove  the  fraud,  that  the  testator  was 
insolvent  at  the  time  of  the  assign- 
ment, it  is  sufficient  for  the  purposes 
of  the  plaintiff  in  the  action,  if,  by 
the  very  act  of  assignment,  the  plain- 
tiff make  himself  insolvent— that  is, 
if  the  property  left  after  the  convey- 
ance be  not  enough  to  pay  his  debts. 
But  where  the  sum  realized  after  the 
death  of  the  testator  very  nearly 
equalled  the  amount  of  his  debts,  his 
Lordship  still  left  it  to  the  jury  to 
say  whether  there  had  been  fraud  in 
the  assignment.  Ibid, 

3.  It  is  a  question  for  the  jury, 
whether  the  executor  has  committed 
a  devastavit,  by  swearing  the  property 


above  its  value,  and  so  incurring  a 
greater  stamp-duty  than  he  would 
otherwise  have  to  pay,  seeing  that 
the  executor  is  bound  to  act  prompt- 
ly, and  therefore  is  not  to  be  held  to 
too  close  a  search  for  the  testator's 
property.  Ibid. 

4.  A  person  who  is  sued  as  an  exe- 
cutor, and  who  pleads  plene  admini- 
stravit, only  admits  thereby  that  he 
is  executor  de  son  tort;  and  an  exe- 
cutor de  son  tort  is  not  liable  to  the 
amount  of  all  the  property  of  the  tes- 
tator that  would  pass  by  a  will,  but 
only  for  the  amount  of  assets  that 
come  to  his  hands.  Yardley  v.  Ar- 
nold,  434 

5.  A.  was  sued  as  executor  of  his 
father,  and  pleaded  plene  administra- 
vit. It  appeared  that  the  father  left 
no  will,  and  was  the  owner  of  a  lease- 
hold house,  and  that  A.,  after  his  fa- 
ther's death,  had  received  some  small 
sums  which  had  been  due  to  his  father, 
and  had  paid  the  expenses  of  his  fa- 
ther's funeral: — Held,  that  A.  was  not 
liable  for  the  value  of  the  leasehold 
house,  and  was  only  liable  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  sums  he  had  actually  re- 
ceived, against  which  he  had  a  right 
to  deduct  reasonable  funeral  expenses. 

Ibid. 

6.  The  usual  allowance  for  funeral 
expenses,  to  be  paid  from  an  insolvent 
estate,  is  £20.  Ibid, 

7.  A.,  being  sued  as  executor  de 
son  tort  of  his  father,  claimed  certain 
goods  under  a  deed  of  assignment 
from  his  father  to  himself,  the  con- 
sideration whereof  was  stated  in  the 
deed  to  be  a  debt  due  from  his  father 
to  him ;  and  to  prove  that  the  deed 
was  not  fraudulent,  it  was  proposed  by 
A.'s  counsel  to  go  into  evidence  to 
shew  that  A.'s  father  really  owed  A. 
money: — Held,  that,  for  this  pur- 
pose, what  A.'s  father  said  to  A.,  or 
in  A.'s  presence,  as  to  his  owing  A. 
money,  was  receivable  in  evidence,  as 
it  was  proof  of  an  account  stated  be- 
tween them;  but  that  what  A.'s  father 
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Baid  on  the  subject,  in  the  absence  of 
A.,  was  not  receivable  in  evidence,  as 
that  would  be  merely  an  admission  by 
A.'s  father,  under  whom  A.  claimed, 
but  under  whom  the  plaintiff  did  not 
claim.  Ibid. 

FALSE  ANSWER. 
See  Voter. 

FALSE  IMPRISONMENT. 

1.  A.  had  communicated  to  B.  & 
Co.,  who  were  distillers,  a  method  of 
rectifying  spirits,  and  they  were  to 
pay  him  an  annuity,  and  6d,  a  gallon 
on  all  spirits  rectified  by  his  method, 
and  to  keep  an  account.  A.  having 
a  sum  due  to  him,  B.  &  Co.  offered 
to  pay  it  at  their  solicitor's  office,  and 
to  produce  the  account  there.  A. 
sent  B.  &  Co.  a  letter,  stating  that  he 
should  come  to  the  distillery  for  a 
sight  of  the  account,  and  for  payment; 
to  which  G.,  one  of  the  firm  of  B.  & 
Co.,  replied  by  letter,  stating,  that  if 
A.  came  to  the  distillery  and  either 
rang  or  knocked,  he  would  be  punish- 
ed, &c.  A.  went  to  the  distillery 
(which  was  within  the  Metropolitan 
Police  district),  and  gently  rang  the 
gate  bell,  when  H.,  who  was  the 
cashier  of  the  firm,  gave  A.  into  the 
custody  of  a  policeman  on  a  charge  of 
having  rung  the  bell,  contrary  to  the 
54th  section  of  the  Police  Act,  2  &  3 
Vict.  c.  47: — Held,  in  an  action  for 
false  imprisonment  by  A.  against  G. 
and  H.,  that  this  was  not  a  case 
within  that  act,  and  that  G.  and  H. 
were  not  justified  under  that  act,  and 
that  they  were  not  entitled  to  notice 
of  action.      Home  v.  Grimble,       1 7 

2.  On  the  trial  of  an  action  for  as- 
sault and  false  imprisonment  on  a 
charge  of  felony,  if  the  plaintiff's 
counsel  ask  his  witness  what  was  said 
by  the  defendant  when  the  parties 
were  before  the  magistrate,  the  de- 
fendant's counsel  may  ask,  on  cross* 


examination,  what  was  said  by  the 
magistrate.  Richards  y.  Turner,  414 

3.  Where  a  plea  of  justification  in 
such  a  case  states,  that  the  plaintifif 
committed  the  felony,  the  jury  must 
try  that  question  in  the  same  way 
as  if  they  were  sitting  in  a  criminal 
court  trying  the  plaintiff  for  the  of- 
fence itself;  and  if  a  witness,  who  ad- 
mits that  he  stole  similar  property  at 
the  same  time,  be  called  to  sustain  the 
plea,  though  he  is  not  exactly  in  the 
situation  of  an  accomplice,  yet  it 
seems  that  his  testimony  ought  to  re- 
ceive some  confirmation.  Ibid, 

4.  After  a  summons  issued,  infor- 
mation was  given  before  the  magistrate 
that  the  party  against  whom  the  sum- 
mons had  been  granted  was  going  out 
of  the  magistrate's  jurisdiction,  who 
thereupon  issued  his  warrant,  and  the 
person  was  taken  into  custody  and 
afterwards  brought  his  action  against 
the  magistrate  for  false  imprisonment. 
At  the  trial  the  summons  was  given 
in  evidence,  and  the  warrant,  but  not 
the  information  : — Held,  that  the 
evidence  was  not  sufficient,  and  that 
the  magistrate  must  put  in  the  infor- 
mation to  justify  his  warrant  for  ap- 
prehension, for  that,  without  a  proper 
information,  the  magistrate  is  liable 
in  an  action  for  false  imprisonment, 
if  the  party  be  taken.  StephenM  v. 
Clark,  509 

5.  Trespass  was  brought  against 
three  defendants  for  an  assault  com- 
mitted in  Bristol.  Two  of  them  were 
constables  of  Oxford,  and  had  come 
down  and  taken  the  plaintiflF  at  Bris- 
tol (thus  committing  the  assault)  on 
suspicion  of  his  having  stolen  a  horse 
belonging  to  the  other  defendant  in 
Oxfordshire.  The  declaration  set  out 
all  the  trespasses  to  have  been  done 
without  reasonable  or  probable  cause. 
The  two  constables  pleleuied  not  guilty 
only  : — Held,  that  they  might  give 
the  special  matter  in  evidence  in  mt/i- 
gation  of  damages,  to  shew  that  there 
was  reasonable  and  probable  cause ; 
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but,  semble,  having  acted  out  of  their 
jurisdiction,  they  were  not  entitled  as 
constables  under  21  Jac.  1,  c.  \2,  s. 
5,  to  give  the  special  matter  in  evi- 
dence under  the  general  issue  as  a 
elefence  of  the  trespasses.  Rowcliff^e 
V.  Murray,  513 

FALSE  PRETENCES. 

See  Autrefois  Acquit. 

1.  Semble,  that  obtaining  money 
by  the  false  representation  of  any  ex- 
isting fact,  the  party  making  the  re- 
presentation then  knowing  it  to  be 
false,  is  an  obtaining  money  by  false 
pretences  within  the  stat.  7  &  8  Geo. 
4,  c.  29,  s.  53.     Reff.  v.  Henderson, 

328 

2.  An  indictment  for  false  pretences 
against  H.  and  B.  charged  that  F.  P. 
was  possessed  of  a  mare,  and  H.  of 
a  horse,  and  that  H.  and  B.  falsely 
pretended  to  F.  P.  thatB.  "was  then 
and  there  possessed  of  a  certain  sum 
of  money,  to  wit,  the  sum  of  12/.," 
and  that  if  F.  P.  would  exchange  his 
mare  for  H.'s  horse,  B.  was  willing 
and  ready  to  purchase  the  horse  of  F. 
P.  and  give  him  12/.  for  it;  "whereas 
in  truth  and  in  fact  the  said  J.  B.  was 
not  then  and  there  possessed  of  the 
said  sum  of  12/.,*' and  was  not  then 
and  there  ready  and  willing  to  pur- 
chase the  said  horse  : — Held,  that 
the  indictment  was  bad,  as  it  did  not 
aver  that  the  defendants  knew  that  B. 
was  not  possessed  of  12/.  Ibid, 

3.  The  prisoner  paid  his  addresses 
to  the  prosecutrix,  and  obtained  a  pro- 
mise of  marriage  from  her,  which  pro- 
mise she  afterwards  refused  to  ratify. 
He  then  threatened  her  with  anaction, 
and  by  this  means  obtained  money 
from  her.  During  the  whole  of  the 
transactions  the  prisoner  had  a  wife. 
On  an  indictment  against  him  for  ob- 
taining money  under  false  pretences, 
the  pretences  laid  were,  first,  that  he 
was  unmarried  ;  secondly,  that  he 
was  entitled  to  bring  and  maintain  his 


action  against  her  for  a  breach  of 
promise  of  marriage  :  —  Held,  that 
the  fact  of  the  prisoner  paying  his 
addresses  was  sufficient  evidence  for 
the  jury  on  which  they  might  find 
the  first  pretence,  that  the  prisoner 
was  a  single  man  and  in  a  condi- 
tion to  marry;  and  that  there  was 
sufficient  evidence  on  which  to  find 
the  falseness  of  the  other  pretence, 
that  he  was  entitled  to  maintain  his 
action  for  breach  of  promise  of  mar- 
riage, and  that  such  latter  false  pre- 
tence was  a  sufficient  false  pretence 
within  the  statute.  Reg,  v.  Cope- 
land,  516 

4.  Form  of  indictment.  Ibid, 

5.  A  defendant  was  charged  in 
the  first  count  of  an  indictment  with 
having  falsely  pretended  that  he 
was  Mr.  H.,  who  had  cured  Mrs.  C. 
at  the  Oxford  Infirmary,  and  thereby 
obtaining  one  sovereign,  with  intent 
to  defraud  G.  P.  "of  the  same."  The 
second  count  laid  the  intent  to  be 
to  defraud  G.  P.  "  of  the  sum  of  5s,, 
parcel  of  the  value  of  the  said  last- 
mentioned  piece  of  the  current  gold 
coin."  It  was  proved,  that  the  de- 
fendant made  the  pretence  and  there- 
by induced  the  prosecutor  to  buy,  at 
the  price  of  5*.,  a  bottle  containing 
something  which  he  said  would  cure 
the  eye  of  the  prosecutor's  child.  The 
prosecutor  gave  him  a  sovereign  and 
received  \5s,  in  change.  It  was  fur- 
ther proved  that  the  defendant  was 
not  Mr.  H.  : — Held,  that  this  was  a 
false  pretence  within  the  stat.  7  &  8 
Geo.  4,  c.  29,  s.  53,  and  that  the  in- 
tent was  properly  laid  in  the  second 
count.     Re(ji,  v.  Bloomfield,  537 

FILIATION  (ORDER  OF). 
See  Guardian  of  the  Poor. 

FORGERY. 

1.  A  customer  in  the  country  had 
an  account  open  with  a  wholesale 
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bouse  in  London :  a  letter  puiporting 
to  come  from  him  was  delivered  at 
their  place  of  business;  it  was  in  the 
following  form : — "  I  shall  feel  obliged 
by  your  paying  Mr.  B.  the  sum  of 
21.  7s,  Sd,,  and  debiting  me  with  the 
same.  You  will  please  have  a  receipt, 
and  add  the  amount  to  invoice  of  or- 
der on  hand."  It  appeared  to  be  the 
practice  of  the  house  in  London  to 
pay  to  country  customers  on  requests 
of  a  similar  description.  The  party 
who  sent  it  by  an  innocent  agent, 
and  obtained  the  money  on  it,  was 
indicted  for  forging  and  uttering  it. 
The  instrument  was  described  in  the 
indictment  as  an  undertaking — a  war- 
rant— and  an  order^  each  for  the  pay- 
ment of  21,  7s,  8d,  The  prisoner  hav- 
ing been  convicted  of  uttering,  the  fif- 
teen judges  held  the  conviction  wrong, 
being  of  opinion  that  the  instrument 
was  neither  an  undertaking,  a  warrant, 
nor  an  order.     Reg.  v.  Thorn,      206 

2.  On  an  indictment  for  forging 
and  uttering  a  "  warrant  and  order  for 
the  payment  of  money,  to  wit,  a  war- 
rant and  order  for  the  payment  of 
£85,"  and  for  forging  and  uttering  an 
"  acquittance  and  receipt  for  money, 
to  wit,  for  £85;"  it  was  proved,  that 
J.  M.  had  paid  £85  into  the  D.  bank, 
and  had  taken  an  accountable  receipt 
for  that  amount;  and  that  the  course 
of  dealing  at  the  D.  bank  was  to  treat 
the  accountable  receipt  with  the  de- 
positor's signature  on  the  face  of  it  as 
an  order  for  the  payment  of  the  money 
deposited  and  interest;  and  that  the 
prisoner  went  to  the  D.  bank  with  the 
receipt  that  had  been  given  to  J.  M., 
and  having  written  the  name  of  J.  M. 
on  the  face  of  it  he  delivered  it  to  the 
bankers,  who  paid  him  £85,  and  also 
21,  \7s,  6d.  for  interest.  The  pri- 
soner was  convicted,  and  the  fifteen 
judges  held  the  conviction  right. 
Reg,  V.  Atkinson,  325 

3.  H.  employed  J.  L.  to  do  work 
for  him.  J.  L.  had  a  partner  named 
S.,  who  took  no  active  part  in  the 


business,  of  which  H.  was  aware.  J« 
L.  asked  for  payment  for  the  work, 
and  H.  paid  him  by  a  forged  bill  of 
exchange,  knowing  it  to  be  so.  J.  L. 
indorsed  the  bill  in  his  own  name 
only,  and  gave  it  to  his  partner  S., 
who  afterwards  indorsed  it  with  his 
own  name,  and  paid  it  away.  H.  was 
convicted  of  the  uttering  on  a  count 
which  laid  an  intent  to  defraud  J.  L., 
and  the  judges  held  the  conviction 
right.     Meg,  v.  Hanson,  334 

4.  If  the  course  of  dealing  between 
A.  &  B.  is  that  A.  shall  write  persons 
names  in  a  list,  with  a  sum  against 
each  name,  on  sight  of  which  B.  is  to 
furnish  goods  on  the  credit  of  A.  to 
each  person  whose  name  is  on  the 
list,  to  the  amount  set  against  his 
name;  such  list  is  a  request  for  the  * 
delivery  of  goods,  and  the  fraudulent 
alteration  of  one  of  the  sums  in  it  is 
indictable  as  a  forgery  imder  the  stat. 

1 1  Geo.  4  &  1  Will.  4,  c.  66,  s.  10. 
Reg,  V.  Walters,  588 

5.  D.  was  in  the  habit  of  buying 
bones  for  F.,  and  of  drawing  on  F.  for 
the  price  before  he  delivered  the 
bones.  The  prisoner  forged  D.'s 
name  to  a  letter  to  F.  asking  for  £3, 
and  stating  that  D.  had  bought  a 
large  quantity  of  bones.  F.  did  not 
at  this  time  owe  any  money  to  D. :  — 
Held,  that  this  was  not  an  order  for 
the  payment  of  money  within  the  stat. 
1 1  Geo.  4  &  1  Will.  4,  c.  66.  Reg. 
V.  Roberts,  652 

FRAUD. 
See  Money  had  and  received. 

FRAUDS,  STATUTE  OF 

See  Agreement. 

FRIENDLY  SOCIETY. 
See  Larceny,  7. 

GOODS  BADLY  MADE. 

If  A.  employ  B.  to  make  bricks  for 
him  at  a  stipulated  price  per  thousand^ 
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'and  B.  do  so,  and  some  of  the  bricks 
be  so  badly  made  as  to  be  pood  for 
nothing^  A.  will  be  entitled  to  make  a 
deduction  for  these  badly  made  bricks 
out  of  the  stipulated  price,  and  may 
make  such  deduction  in  an  action 
brought  by  B.  for  the  stipulated  price; 
but  if  the  bricks  be  badly  made  in  a 
trifling  degree  only,  so  as  merely  to 
be  Um  valuable  than  they  otherwise 
would  have  been,  A.,  in  an  action  for 
the  stipulated  price,  will  not  be  en- 
titled to  make  any  deduction  on  this 
account.     Pardow  v.  Webb,  531 

GRAND  JURY. 
See  Witness  improperly  sworn 

TO  GO  BEFORE  THE  GrAND  JuRY. 

GUARDIAN  OF  THE  POOR. 

1.  A  magistrate  residing  within  a 
poor-law  union  is  only  a  guardian  ex 
officio  under  the  Poor  Law  Amend- 
ment Act,  while  he  is  acting  as  such 
guardian.     Reg,  v.  Canty  521 

2.  Two  magistrates  made  an  order 
of  filiation  under  the  stat.  2  &  3 
Vict.  c.  85,  upon  the  complaint  of 
the  guardians  of  the  T.  union.  Both 
the  magistrates  resided  within  the  T. 
union,  and  were,  therefore,  guardians 
ex  officio  of  it ;  and  one  of  them  was 
a  rated  inhabitant  of  a  township  with- 
in the  T.  union,  but  not  that  in  favour 
of  which  the  order  was  made;  one  of 
the  magistrates  had,  on  other  occa- 
sions, acted  as  a  guardian  ex  officio; 
but  neither  had  acted  as  a  guardian 
in  anything  respecting  this  matter:  — 
Held,  that  the  order  was  good.  Ibid, 

HIGH  TREASON. 

See  L.   C.  J.  Tindal's  Charge, 
p,  661. — Postponing  Trial,  3. 

HIGHWAY. 
iSee  Evidence,  9,  10,  11. 

In  an  indictment  for  a  nuisance,  in 
obstructing  a  highway  ''  leading  from 


the  township  of  D.  unto  the  town  of 
C,"  by  placing  a  gate  across  it,  the 
termini  D.  and  C.  are  excluded;  and 
therefore,  if  it  appear  that  the  gate 
was  put  up  in  the  township  of  D.,  the 
defendant  must  be  acquitted.  Beg. 
V.  Bot field,  151 

HOTEL  KEEPER. 
See  Bankrupt,  I. 

HOUSEBREAKING. 

See  Burglary^   1.  —  Indictment^ 

1,  6. 

HOUSE  OF   COMMONS  (OFH- 
CERS  OF). 

See  Trespass,  6. 

HOUSES  (DEMOLISHING). 
See  Demolishing  Houses. 

HUSBAND  AND  WIFE. 

See  Grim.  Con. — Larceny,  1,  2, 

3,4. 

IGNORED  BILL. 
See  Indictment,  9. 

INDICTMENT. 

See  Accessory,  3. — Assault  with 
Intent  to  rob,  —  Embez^ 
ZLEMENT,  4,  5.  —  False  Pre- 
tences, 2,  5.  —  Highway.  — 
Manslaughter. — Murder,  6, 
7,  9.— Perjury,  12,  13,  14,  15, 
16. — Robbery. — Witness  im- 
properly SWORN  TO  go  before 

the  Grand  Jury. 

1.  An  indictment  for  housebreak- 
ing, after  charging  the  breaking  and 
entering  in  the  usual  form,  charged 
that  the  prisoner  "forty-two  pieces 
of  the  current  gold  coin  of  this  realm, 
called  sovereigns,  of  the  value  of  £42, 
in  the  same  dwelling-house  then  and 
there  being  found,  then  and  there 
feloniously  did  steal  and  carry  away,^* 
&c. :  —  Held^  good,   and    that  the 
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-words  "  then  and  there,"  in  the  last 
allegation,  were  sufficient  without  the 
words  **  in  the  same  dwelling-house  " 
being  added  to  them.  Reg.  v.  An- 
drews,  121 

2.  In  an  indictment  for  receiving 
stolen  tin,  "ingots  of  tin"  are  pro- 
perly described  as  so  many  pounds 
weight  of  tin;  so,  it  would  be  proper 
to  describe  a  bar  of  iron  as  so  many 
pounds  weight  of  iron  ;  but  if  an 
article  has  obtained,  in  common  par- 
lance, a  particular  name  of  its  own,  it 
Mrould  be  wrong  to  describe  it  by  the 
name  of  the  material  of  which  it  is 
composed;  thus,  it  would  be  a  mis- 
description to  describe  cloth  as  so 
many  pounds  weight  of  wool,  or  so- 
vereigns as  so  many  ounces  of  gold. 
Reg,  v.  Mansfield,  140 

3.  An  indictment  charged  a  pri- 
soner with  having  burglariously  broken 
and  entered  a  dwelling-house  ''  with 
intent  one  A.  D.,  in  the  said  dwelling- 
house  there  being,  violently  and 
Against  her  will  then  and  there  felo- 
niously to  ravish  and  carnally  know." 
Whether  that  allegation  is  sufficient 
vnthout  the  addition  of  the  words, 
"in  the  said  dwelling-house,"  after 
the  words  "  then  and  there  " — queer e. 
Reg.  V.  Wat  kins,  264 

4.  Where  a  statute  declares  an  of- 
fence and  awards  a  punishment,  and 
by  a  subsequent  act  the  punishment 
is  altered,  the  indictment  for  such 
offence  should  conclude  "  against  the 
form  of  the  statutes"  Regina  v. 
Adams,  299 

5.  An  indictment  for  a  conspiracy 
charged  the  defendant  with  conspiring 
with  other  persons  unknown  "  to 
cheat  and  defraud  J.  D.  and  others;" 
and  laid  as  overt  acts  that  the  de- 
fendant did  falsely  pretend  to  J.  D. 
that  he  was  a  merchant  named  G., 
and  did  under  colour  of  a  pretended 
contract  with  J.  D.,  for  the  purchase 
of  certain  goods  "  of  the  said  J.  D. 
and  others,'*  obtain  a  large  quantity  of 
the  goods  "of  the  said    J.  D.  and 


others"  with  intent  to  defraud  " the 
said  J.  D.  and  others :" — Held,  that 
the  words  "  and  others  "  throughout 
this  indictment  must  be  taken  to 
mean  others  the  partners  of  J.  Z).,  and 
not  persons  wholly  unconnected  with 
J.  D.;  and  that,  on  the  trial  of  this 
indictment,  evidence  was  not  admissi- 
ble to  shew  that  the  defendant  at- 
tempted to  defraud  other  persons 
wholly  imconnected  with  J.  D.  Reg, 
V.  Steel,  337 

6.  In  an  indictment  for  burglary 
it  is  sufficient  to  allege  that  the 
burglary  was  committed  at  a  place, 
naming  it,  e.  g.  "  at  Norton-juxta- 
Kempsey,  in  the  county  aforesaid," 
without  stating  the  place  to  be  a 
parish,  vill,  chapelry,  or  the  like. 
Reg,  V.  Brookes,  544 

7*  An  indictment  for  breaking  into 
a  warehouse  and  stealing  goods 
stated  the  offence  to  have  been  com- 
mitted in  "  the  parish  of  St.  Peter  the 
Great,  in  the  county  of  W."  It  ap- 
peared that  only  part  of  the  parish  of 
St.  Peter  the  Great  was  in  the  county  of 
W. : — Held,  that  the  indictment  could 
not  be  supported  for  the  breaking  into 
the  warehouse,  but  that  it  was  suffi- 
cient for  the  larceny;  and  that  to  be 
good  as  to  the  breaking  it  should 
have  charged  the  offence  to  have  been 
committed  "  in  that  part  of  the  parish 
of  St.  Peter  the  Great  which  hes 
within  the  county  of  W."  543 

8.  A  defendant  in  an  indictment 
cannot  after  plea  take  advantage  of 
any  defect  which  is  aided  after  verdict 
by  the  2 1st  sect,  of  the  stat.  7  Greo.  4, 
c.  64,  the  only  mode  of  taking  advan- 
tage of  such  defects  being  by  de- 
murrer.    Reg.  V.  Ellis,  564 

9.  If  the  grand  jury  at  the  assizes 
or  sessions  have  ignored  a  bill,  they 
cannot  find  another  bill  against  the 
same  person  for  the  same  offence,  at 
the  same  assizes  or  sessions;  and  if 
such  other  bill  be  sent  before  them 
they  should  take  no  notice  of  it.  Reg. 
V.  Humphreys,  601 
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INDICTxMENT  (FORMS  OF). 

1.  Indictment  for  neglecting  and 
abandoning  a  new-born  child.        164 

2.  For  refusing  to  aid  a  constable. 

314 

3.  For  obtaining  money  by  false 
pretence  of  being  a  single  person,  and 
threatening  an  action  for  breach  of 
promise  of  marriage.  517 

INFANT. 

On  a  replication  to  a  plea  of 
infancy  that  the  articles  supplied  were 
necessaries,  the  question  is  not  only 
whether  the  articles  were  of  a  kind 
that  would  be  necessary  to  a  person 
in  the  station  of  the  defendant,  but 
also  whether  the  defendant  had  a 
sufficient  supply  of  those  articles  at 
the  time  of  the  sale  by  the  plaintiff, 
for,  if  he  had,  the  goods  supplied  by 
the  plaintiff  were  not  necessaries,  and 
the  plaintiff  cannot  recover  for  them; 
and  if  a  party  supply  goods  to  one 
under  age,  without  ascertaining  whe- 
ther such  person  be  already  fully  sup- 
plied with  such  articles,  he  does  so  at 
the  risk  of  their  being  proved  to  be 
not  necessary  at  the  time  of  the  sup- 
ply, by  reason  of  the  person  being  al- 
ready fully  supplied  with  such  arti- 
cles, and  of  thereby  failing  in  an 
action  for  the  recovery  of  their  price. 
Steedman  v.  Rose,  422 

INSOLVENT  DEBTOR. 

See  Escape. 

An  insolvent  debtor  wilfully  and 
fraudulently  omitting  sums  of  money 
from  his  special  balance  sheet  is  not 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  under  the 
99th  section  of  the  stat.  1  &  2  Vict, 
c.  110,  as  that  enactment  only  applies 
to  cases  where  the  omission  would  af- 
fect the  interests  of  creditors,  and  not 
where  there  is  an  omission  of  money 
received  and  subsequently  expended 
by  the  insolvent.  Reg.y.Mamer,  628 


INSURANCE. 

See  Begin  (Right  to),  2. — 
Juror,  2. 

1.  In  an  action  to  recover  the 
amount  of  a  policy  upon  a  life  insur- 
ance, where  the  rules  of  the  society 
stipulate  that  the  insured  shall  be  of 
sober  and  temperate  habita,  it  is  suffi- 
cient, upon  a  plea  denying  the  sober 
and  temperate  habits  of  the  insured, 
for  the  defendants  to  shew  that  his 
habits  were  intemperate;  audit  is  no 
answer  to  this  plea,  that  the  plaintiff 
prove  the  intemperance  not  to  have 
been  to  such  a  degree  as  to  injure  the 
health  of  the  insured,  or  to  shorten  his 
life.     Southcombe  v.  Merriman,    286 

2.  A  ship  which  was  insured  ran 
aground  and  was  much  damaged.  She 
was  surveyed,  and,  in  consequence  of 
the  report  of  the  surveyors,  sold  as 
she  lay :  — Held,  that,  to  entitle  the 
assured  to  recover  as  for  a  total  loss* 
they  must  satisfy  the  jury,  that,  as 
prudent  men,  and  exercising  a  sound 
discretion,  they  would,  if  they  had 
been  uninsured,  have  sold  the  vessel 
as  they  did  ;  and  that  the  jury  must 
be  satisfied  not  only  that  the  assured, 
if  uninsured,  would  have  acted  as  they 
did,  but  that  they  would  have  done 
prudently  in  so  acting.  Domett  v. 
Young,  465 

INTENDED  APPRENTICE. 
See  Board  and  Lodging. 

INTENT. 
See  Forgery,  3. — Wounding,  1. 

INTEREST. 

See  Bill  of  Exchange,  5.— Ven- 
dor AND  Purchaser,  4. 

INTERPLEADER. 
See  Perjury,  4. 

ISSUE  FROM  THE  COURT  OF 
CHANCERY. 

1 .  If  an  issue  be  directed  by  the 
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Court  of  Chancery  to  be  tried  by  a 
special  jury,  and  a  full  special  jury  do 
not  attend,  whether  either  party  is 
entitled  to  pray  a  tales,  without  the 
consent  of  the  other  party  ? — qutsre. 
Wood  V,  Thompson,  171 

2.  On  the  trial  of  an  issue  directed 
by  a  court  of  equity,  the  judge  will 
take  notice  of  the  terms  of  the  order 
by  which  the  issue  is  directed.    Jbid, 

3.  Issues  of  devisavit  vel  non  were 
directed  by  the  Master  of  the  Rolls, 
who  ordered  that  they  should  be  tried 
by  a  special  jury,  but  that  none  of 
the  special  jury  should  reside  within 
twelve  miles  of  G.  (the  assize  town). 
There  was  no  order  as  to  the  tales- 
men, and  only  eight  special  jurors  ap- 
peared. The  plaintiff's  counsel  prayed 
a  tales ;  but  the  other  party  objected. 
The  judge  would  not  grant  a  tales,  on 
the  ground  that,  there  being  no  order 
of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  as  to  the 
talesmen,  and  their  residing  within 
twelve  miles  of  G.  being  no  legal 
ground  of  challenge,  the  talesmen 
could  not  be  asked,  on  the  voir  dire, 
as  to  their  residences ;  and  that,  if 
any  of  them  did  reside  within  twelve 
inUes  of  G,,  the  Master  of  the  Rolls 
would  probably  order  a  new  trial  on 
that  ground.  The  trial,  therefore, 
stood  over  till  the  next  assizes.    Ibid, 

JOINT- STOCK  BANK. 
See  Embezzlement,  3. 

JUDGE'S  SUMMONS. 
See  Evidence,  19. 

JUROR. 

See  Witness,  8. 

1.  The  exemption  from  serving  as 
jurymen,  claimed  by  the  members  of 
the  Barbers'  Company  under  the 
charters  of  1  Edw.  4,  and  5  Car.  1, 
and  the  stat.  1 8  Geo.  2,  c.  1 5,  does 
not  extend  to  the  Central  Criminal 
Court,  but  is  confined  to  the  local 
courts  of  the  city,  viz.  those  holden 


before  the  mayor,  the  sheriffis,  or  the 
coroner.     In  re  fVhite,  189 

2.  If  during  the  trial  of  a  case  of 
felony  it  be  discovered  that  the  pri- 
soner has  a  relation  on  the  jury,  this 
is  no  ground  for  discharging  the  jury, 
and  the  trial  must  proceed.  Reg.  v. 
Wardle,  647 

JURORS  (CHALLENGE  OF). 

See  Issue   from  the   Court  of 
Chancery,  3. 

In  an  action  against  an  insurance 
office  on  a  life  policy,  it  is  no  objec- 
tion to  a  special  juror  being  sworn, 
that  he  is  a  director  of  another  in- 
surance office,  unless  that  office  has 
granted  a  policy  on  the  life  in  ques- 
tion, and  the  amount  of  that  poHcy 
be  unpaid.     Craig  v.  Fenny  43 

JUSTICE  OF  THE  PEACE. 

See  False  Imprisonment,  4. — 
Guardian  of  the  Poor. — Slan- 
der, 3,  4. 

LANDLORD  AND  TENANT. 

See  Evidence,   1,   8,   21. — Tres- 
pass, 7. 

1.  Where  a  landlord,  during  the 
existence  of  a  tenancy,  charged  his 
tenant,  under  the  2  &  3  Vict.  c.  71, 
s.  38,  (the  PoHce  Court  Act),  with 
having  three  months  before  wilfully 
damaged  his  premises: — Held,  that 
the  magistrate  had  no  jurisdiction, 
and  that  the  charge  should  have  been 
made  within  one  month.  Doweil  v. 
Bening/eld,  9 

2.  In  an  action  by  a  tenant  against 
his  landlord  for  a  malicious  charge  of 
felony,  under  the  stat.  7  &  8  Geo.  4, 
c.  29,  s.  45,  for  stealing  fixtures  let 
to  him,  it  is  not  necessary  to  give  a 
notice  of  action  under  the  75th  sec- 
tion of  the  stat.  7  &  8  Geo.  4,  c.  29, 
(the  Larceny  Consolidation  Act).  Ibid. 

3.  Where,  in  an  action  by  a  land* 
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lord  against  his  tenant  for  use  and 
occupation,  the  tenant  offers  in  evi- 
dence a  document  shewing  that  the 
landlord's  title  has  ceased,  the  do- 
cument is  admissible,  because  the 
property  has  passed  to  another  who 
has  a  right  to  sue  him  for  the  same 
use  and  occupation.  But  when  it 
appears,  that,  under  the  document  in 
question,  the  property  would  have 
passed  from  the  plaintiff  before  the 
time  of  the  use  and  occupation  for 
which  he  sued,  the  document  is  not 
admissible,  on  the  ground  that  a  ten- 
ant cannot  deny  his  landlord's  title. 
Agar  v.  Young,  78 

4.  A  tenant  may  not  deny  his 
landlord's  title,  because,  if  that  title 
be  bad,  the  tenant's  first  duty  is  to 
give  up  the  possession  which  he  re- 
ceived from  the  landlord,  and  not  to 
defend  an  action.  Ibid, 

5.  A  lease  from  the  Board  of  Ord- 
nance, which  purported  to  be  signed, 
sealed,  and  delivered,  being  first  duly 
stamped,  was  not  stamped;  and  the 
Court  held,  that,  being  a  lease  from 
the  Crown,  it  was  not  necessary  that 
it  should  be.    Petrie  v.  Lamant,     93 

6.  P'our  trustees  were  joint  land- 
lords of  a  house  under  a  deed  of  trust; 
and  notice  to  quit  was  served  upon  the 
tenant,  but  signed  by  three  of  them 
only: — Held,  that  the  notice  was  suf- 
ficient to  put  an  end  to  the  connection 
between  idl  the  parties  as  landlord  and 
tenant.     Afford  v.  Vickery,         280 

7.  Notice  to  quit  was  given,  and 
it  expired  at  Lady-day,  1840:  the 
tenant  held  on  till  Lady-day,  1841, 
but  since  the  former  period  there  had 
been  no  payment  of  r^nt,  nor  any 
other  act  done  to  shew  that  a  new 
tenancy  was  created.  The  landlord 
distrained  for  rent  due  at  Lady-day, 
1841:  —  Held,  that  the  distress  was 
not  justifiable.  The  landlord  ought 
to  have  sued  for  use  and  occupation. 

Ibid. 

8.  A  notice  to  quit  is  sufficiently 
served  upon  a  tenant,  if  it  can  be 


shewn  that  it  came  to  his  hands  be- 
fore the  six  months  previous  to  the 
expiration  of  his  year  of  holding, 
though  the  notice  had  been  served 
only  by  having  been  put  under  the 
door  of  the  tenant's  house.  Ibid* 

9.  If  premises  be  let  for  the  pur- 
poses of  occupation,  it  is  an  implied 
condition  that  they  should  be  fit  for 
occupation.    Smith  v.  Marrable,  479 

10.  If  A.  take  a  furnished  house 
of  B.  for  five  weeks,  and  it  be  so  in- 
fested with  bugs  as  to  be  unfit  for  the 
occupation  of  a  respectable  family, 
this  will  justify  A.  in  quitting  it;  and 
when  in  such  a  case  the  tenant  quitted 
at  the  end  of  four  days,  paying  a 
week's  rent,  it  was  held  that  he  was 
justified  in  what  he  did,  and  was  not 
liable  for  any  subsequent  rent.    Ibid. 

1 1 .  Held,  also,  that  in  an  action 
for  use  and  occupation  for  the  four 
weeks'  rent  (in  which  credit  was  given 
in  the  particulars  for  the  rent  actually 
paid),  non  assumpsit  was  the  proper 
plea.  Ibid. 

12.  Where  a  tenancy  is  continued 
beyond  the  time  for  which  it  was  ori- 
ginally taken,  and  nothing  is  arranged 
respecting  the  amount  to  be  paid  on 
the  new  holding,  that  new  holding  is 
not  of  necessity  to  be  on  the  same 
terms  as  the  former;  but  the  jury 
may  give  the  landlord  a  larger  sum 
for  the  continued  occupation,  if  there 
be  circumstances  to  shew  that  such 
increased  rent  was  expected  by  him 
in  the  event  of  holding  over,  and  that 
that  understanding  was  not  repudi- 
ated by  the  tenant.   Elgar  v.  Watson^ 
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LARCENY. 

See  Accessory,  4.  —  Autrefois 
Acquit.  —  Burglary,  1 . — Evi- 
dence, 7. — Indictment,  2,  7. — 
Post-office  (Offences  by  Ser- 
vants OF  the),  2,  3. 

1 .  There  is  such  a  unity  of  interest 
between  husband  and  wife  that  ordi- 
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narily  the  wife  cannot  steal  the  goods 
of  the  husband,  nor  can  an  indifferent 
person  steal  the  goods  of  the  husband 
by  the  deliTery  of  the  wife ;  and  if  the 
wife  deliver  the  goods  of  the  husband 
to  an  indifferent  person,  for  that  per- 
son to  convert  them  to  his  own  use, 
this  is  no  larceny;  but  if  the  person 
to  whom  the  goods  are  delivered  by 
the  wife  be  an  adulterer  it  is  other- 
wise, and  an  adulterer  can  be  properly 
convicted  of  stealing  the  husband's 
goods  though  they  be  delivered  to  him 
by  the  wife.       Reg.  v.  TolUtt,    112 

2.  If  no  adultery  has  actually  been 
committed  by  the  parties,  but  the 
goods  of  the  husband  are  removed 
from  his  house  by  the  wife  and  the 
intended  adulterer,  with  an  intent  that 
the  wife  should  elope  with  him  and 
live  in  adultery  with  him,  this  taking 
of  the  goods  is,  in  point  of  law,  a  lar- 
cenv.  Ibid, 

3.  If  a  wife  elope  with  an  adulterer, 
who  takes  her  clothes  with  them,  the 
taking  is  a  larceny;  and  it  is  as  much 
a  larceny  to  steal  her  clothes,  which 
are  her  husband's  property,  as  it  would 
be  to  steal  anything  else  that  is  his 
property.  Ibid. 

4.  If,  on  the  trial  of  a  man  for  lar- 
ceny, the  jury  are  satisfied  that  he 
took  any  of  the  prosecutor's  goods, 
there  then  being  a  criminal  intention, 
or  there  having  been  a  criminal  act 
between  the  prisoner  and  the  prose- 
cutor's wife,  the  jury  ought  to  convict, 
even  though  the  goods  were  delivered 
to  the  prisoner  by  the  prosecutor's 
wife;  but  if  the  jury  should  think  that 
the  prisoner  took  away  the  goods 
merely  to  get  the  wife  away  from  her 
husband  as  a  friend  only,  and  without 
any  reference  to  any  connection  be- 
tween the  prisoner  and  the  wife,  either 
actual  or  intended,  they  ought  to  ac- 
quit. Ibid. 

5.  A  person  was  indicted  for  steal- 
ing four  warrants  and  orders  for  the 
payment  of  money.  In  one  count 
they  were  called  "  warrants  and  orders 


for  the  payment  of  money,"  merely,  in 
another,  "  warrants  and  orders  for  the 
payment  of  money,  commonly  called 
post-office  money  orders;"  and  in  a 
third  count,  thev  were  described  as 
"  four  valuable  securities,  that  is  to 
say,  four  warrants  and  orders  for  the 
payment  of  money,  commonly  called 
post-office  money  orders."  They  pur- 
ported to  be  signed  by  the  postmaster 
of  Shrewsbury,  and  were  addressed 
*'  To  the  Post-Office,  London:'  The 
form  of  the  body  of  them  was,  "  Cre- 
dit the  person  named  in  my  letter  oi 
advice  the  sum  of  £5,  and  debit  the 
same  to  this  office:" — Held,  that  the 
instruments  were  both  warrants  and 
orders  for  the  payment  of  money :  and 
also,  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  con- 
sider, whether  they  were  in  such  a 
form  as  to  require  a  stamp  under  the 
general  Stamp  Act;  because  it  was 
the  practice  of  the  post-office  to  issue 
them  unstamped,  and  that  practice 
was  sanctioned  and  l^lized  by  the 
statute  3  &  4  Vict.  c.  96.  Reg.  v. 
Gilchrist,  224 

6.  Although  a  person  finding  pro- 
perty, the  ownership  of  which  has  not 
been  abandoned,  may  not  convert  it 
to  his  own  use,  at  any  rate  not  with- 
out some  endeavour  to  discover  the 
owner,  and  although  ignorance  of  the 
law  will  excuse  none,  yet,  where  an 
ignorant  person  found  a  five-pound 
note  and  appropriated  it,  the  Court 
directed  the  jury  to  consider  the  state 
oi  the  finder's  mind;  and  ruled,  that 
if  the  jury  thought  the  person  really 
believed  the  note  to  be  her  own  by  right 
of  finding,  the  jury  should  not  bring 
in  a  verdict  of  guilty  on  the  indict- 
ment for  a  larceny  of  the  note.  Reg. 
V.  Reed  and  Wife,  306 

7.  If  a  benefit  society,  enrolled 
under  the  stat.  10  Geo.  4,  c.  56,  as 
amended  by  the  stat.  4  &  5  Will.  4, 
c.  40,  have  a  treasurer  and  two  trus- 
tees, the  property  of  the  society  may 
in  an  indictment  for  larceny  be  laid 
to  be  in  the  treasurer  by  his  proper 
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name,  under  sect.  21  of  the  stat.  10 
Geo.  4,  c.  56,  which  provides  that 
the  property  of  such  societies  "  for 
all  purposes  of  action  or  suit,  as  well 
civil  as  criminal,"  should  he  deemed 
and  taken  to  he,  and,  in  every  such 
proceeding  where  necessary,  stated  to 
he  the  property  of  the  **  treasurer  or 
trustee  of  such  society  for  the  time 
heing  in  hia  or  her  proper  name,  with- 
out further  description;*'  and  upon  an 
indictment  so  framed  one  of  the  trus- 
tees of  the  society,  who  has  stolen  the 
money  of  the  society,  may  he  proper- 
ly convicted  of  larceny.    Reg,  v.  Cain, 

309 

8.  A  knife  was  stolen  from  the 
pocket  of  A.,  as  his  dead  hody  lay  in 
the  road  at  S.,  in  the  diocese  of  W. 
The  last  place  of  ahode  of  A.  was  at 
T.,  in  the  diocese  of  G.,  but  A.'s 
father  stated  that  he  helieved  his  son 
had  lefl  T.  to  come  to  live  with  him, 
hut  did  not  know  whether  his  son  had 
given  up  his  lodgings  atT. : — Held, 
that  this  was  sufficient  proof  to  sup- 
port a  count  for  larceny,  laying  the 
property  in  the  Lord  Bishop  of  W. 
Reg.  V.  Tippin,  545 

9.  A  servant  clandestinely  taking 
his  master's  corn,  to  give  to  his  mas- 
ter's horses,  is  guilty  of  a  larceny, 
and  this  point  having  been  so  recently 
decided  by  a  large  majority  of  the  1 2 
judges,  the  judge  at  the  trial  would 
not  again  reserve  the  point.  Reg,  v. 
Handley,  547 

10.  A.  employed  B.  to  take  his 
barge  from  S.  to  £.,  and  paid  him 
his  wages  in  advance,  and  gave  him  a 
separate  sum  of  three  sovereigns  to 
pay  the  tonnage  dues.  B.  took  the 
barge  1 6  miles,  and  paid  tonnage  dues 
to  the  amount  rather  under  £2,  and 
appropriated  the  remaining  sovereign 
to  his  own  use: — Held,  a  larceny. 
Reg.  V.  Goode,  582 

11.  If  a  father  buy  cloth  which  is 
made  into  trousers  for  his  son,  who 
is  seventeen  years  of  age,  these  trou- 
sers may,  in  an  indictment  for  lar- 


ceny, be  laid  as  the  property  of  the 
father.  In  such  cases  the  property 
may  he  laid  either  in  the  father  or 
the  son,  but  the  better  course  is  to  lay 
it  in  the  latter.  Reg.  v.  Hughes,  593 

12.  A  servant  was  sent  with  6«. 
to  buy  twelve  cwt.  of  coals,  he  bought 
a  smaller  quantity  for  which  he  paid 
3s,  3d.  J  and  appropriated  one  of  the 
shillings  to  his  own  use: — Held,  a 
larceny.     Reg.  v.  Beaman,  595 

13.  Where  a  person  stole  two  pigs 
belonging  to  the  same  person,  at  the 
same  time,  and  after  being  convicted 
and  punished  for  stealing  the  one, 
was  again  indicted  at  a  subsequent 
&«*size  for  stealing  the  other: — Held, 
that  this  might  legally  be  done ;  but 
semble  that  in  such  a  case  the  second 
prosecution  ought  not  to  be  proceeded 
with.      Reg,  v.  Brettell,  609 

14.  The  prisoner,  who  was  not 
otherwise  in  the  prosecutor's  service, 
was  employed  by  him  to  drive  sin 
pigs  from  C.  to  U. ;  on  the  way  he 
left  one  at  Mr.  M.'s,  stating  that  it 
was  lame,  and  he  told  the  prosecutor 
that  he  had  done  so.  The  prosecutor 
desired  the  prisoner  to  go  and  ask 
Mr.  M.  to  keep  the  pig  for  him  till 
the  following  Saturday;  the  prisoner 
went  to  Mr.  M.'s  and  sold  the  pig: — 
Held,  no  larceny.  Reg,  v.  C.  Jones,  611 

15.  If  a  person  is  allowed  to  have 
the  possession  of  a  chattel,  and  he 
converts  it  to  his  own  use,  it  is  not 
larceny,  unless  he  had  an  intention  of 
stealing  it  when  he  obtained  the  pos- 
session of  it;  but  if  he  has  merely  the 
custody  of  a  chattel  he  is  guilty  of  a 
larceny  if  he  disposes  of  it,  although 
he  did  not  intend  to  do  so  at  the  time 
when  he  received  it  into  his  custody. 

Ibid. 

16.  A.  delivered  a  waistcoat  to  the 
prisoner  to  take  to  E.  R.  to  be  washed. 
B.  dehvered  it  to  E.  R.  as  his  own, 
and  £.  R.,  having  washed  it,  returned 
it  to  the  prisoner,  who  converted  it  to 
his  own  use.  The  judge  left  it  to  the 
jury  to  say  whether  the  prisoner  at 
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LIBEL. 


the  time  when  he  receired  the  tratst- 
eoat  from  A.  had  an  intention  of 
■tcKling  it,  for  that  it  wai  no  larceny 
if  at  tuit  time  he  had  not  an  inten- 
tion of  stealing  it.  Rtff.  ▼.  Eemu, 
032 

LEAVE  AND  UCENSE. 

See  Assault, '3. 


LETTER  CARRIER. 

See  Fobt-Office  (Ehbezzlement 

BY  Servants  OF  tbe),  1. 


1.  In  an  action  for  a  libel  in  a 
newspaper,  a  certified  copy  of  the 
Stamp-office  declaration  was  put  in, 
which  stated  the  title  of  the  news- 
paper to  be  "  The  Leicester  Herald 
and  Midland  Counties  Advertiser," 
and  the  intended  place  of  publication 
to  be  "  No.  23,  Charles-fltreet,  in  the 
pariah  of  Saint  Margaret,  in  the 
borough  of  Leicester."  The  news- 
paper containing  the  libel  had  the 
same  title,  but  the  place  of  publica- 
tion in  the  imprint  at  the  end  of  it 
was,  "at  the  comer  of  Charles-street 
and  Hadfield-strect,  in  the  parish  of 
Saint  Margaret,  in  the  borough  of  Lei- 
cester:"— Iletd,  that  this  sufGeiently 
shewed  the  identity  of  the  newspaper, 
so  as  to  allow  it  to  be  given  in  evidence 
under  the  8th  sect,  of  the  slat.  6  &  7 
Will.  4,  c.  76.     Baker  v.  Wilkinion, 

399 

2.  A.  (the  plaintiff)  obtained  a 
rule  nisi  for  a  criminal  information 
against  B.  (the  defendant)  for  send- 
ing him  B  challenge,  and  A.'s  affida- 
vits contained  matters  of  high  censure 
against  B.  The  affidavit  of  B.,  in 
shewing  cause  against  this  rule,  was 
recriminatory,  and  would,  under  other 
dream  stances,  have  been  libellous. 
In  an  action  by  A.  against  B.  for  the 
libel  contained  in  B.'s  affidavit,  it  was 


MALICIOUS'  raOSECWTION. 

held,  that  B.  was  justified  in  setting 
forth  any  sueh  matters  respcctiBg 
A.*>  past  conduct  as  he  might  think 
would  disincline  the  court  to  eDtertahi 
the  application  tar  A.'s  nde.  Doyk 
V.  O'Doherty,  -JIS 

UEN. 

See  Djctinue. — Witnx&^  3. 

LIFE  INSURANCE. 

See  Insvsance,  I. 

LIMITATION. 

See  Ejectment,  2,  3. — Landlord 

AND  Tenawt,  1. 

LODGING-HOUSE  KEEPERS. 


See  Bankhupt,  1. 
MAGISTRATE. 


iSee  Fai.S£  Impbisonmknt,  4. — 
Guardian  of  tbs  Poor.— Slan- 
der, 3,  4. 

MALICIOUSLY   SUING  OUT  A 
FIAT  IN  B.\NKRUPTCY. 

The  declaration,  in  an  action  for 
maliciously  suing  out  a  fiat  in  banV- 
mptcy,  contained  an  allegation  that  it 
WBs  ordered  by  the  Court  of  Review, 
"  that  the  said  fiat  should  be  an- 
nulled, and  the  same  was  accordingly 
thereby  then  annulled,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings on  the  said  fiat  were  there- 
upon ended  and  determined."  The 
order  of  the  Court  of  Review  was.  that 
the  fiat  "be  annulled,  if  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Lord  Chancellor  shall  think 
fit,"  and  at  the  foot  of  it  was  a  con- 
firmation of  it  signed  by  the  Loid 
Chancellor:— /fe/J,  that  the  allega- 
tion was  substantially  proved.  Kemp 
V.  King,  396 

MALICIOUS  PROSECUTION. 
Whether  an  action  for  a  n 
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prosecution  can  be  maintained  where 
the  party  charged  has  been  ill^ally 
convicted  by  a  magistrate  who  had  no 
jurisdicion  to  entertain  the  charge — 
qucere,     Dawell  v.  Beninpjield,        9 

MANSLAUGHTER. 

See  Assault,  4. — Murder,  1,  2,  3. 

1.  An  indictment  for  manslaughter 
stated  that  the  prisoners  gave,  admi- 
nistered, and  delivered  to  one  M.  A. 
divers  large  and  excessive  quantities 
of  spirits  and  water,  wine  and  porter, 
and  induced,  procured,  and  persuaded 
him  to  drink  them;  the  said  quanti- 
fies &c.  beinff  likely  to  cause  death, 
which  they  well  knew.  It  then 
averred  that  M.  A.,  by  their  persua- 
sion &c.,  drank,  &c.,  and  became 
greatly  drunk  and  distempered  &c.; 
and  while  he  was  so,  the  prisoners 
assaulted  him  and  forced  him  to  go 
into,  and  placed  and  confined  him  in  a 
cabriolet,  and  drove  and  carried  him 
about  in  it  for  two  hours,  and  thereby 
greatly  shook  and  knocked  him  about, 
by  means  whereof  he  became  mortally 
sick,  &c.,  and  of  the  said  large  and 
excessive  quantities  &c.,  and  of  the 
said  drunkenness  &c.,  occasioned 
thereby,  and  of  the  said  shaking  &c., 
and  of  the  sickness  and  distemper 
occasioned  by  it,  he  instantly  died. 
The  deceased  was  a  man  in  possession 
under  the  sherifiP;  and  one  of  the  pri- 
soners, of  whose  goods  he  was  in 
possession,  assisted  by  his  brother 
and  a  friend,  plied  the  man  with 
liquor,  themselves  drinking  freely  also, 
and  when  he  was  very  drunk  put  him 
into  a  cabriolet  and  caused  him  to  be 
driven  about  the  streets;  and  about 
two  hours  after  he  had  been  put  into 
the  cabriolet  he  was  found  dead: — 
Held,  that,  if  it  were  essential  to 
prove  that  the  prisoners  knew  that 
the  liquors  were  likely  to  cause  death, 
the  case  would  be  one  of  murder  and 
not  of  manslaughter,  but  that  such 
ftUegation  was  not  a  material  part  of 

VOL.  I. 


the  indictment,  but  might  be  dis- 
missed from  the  jury's  consideration: 
— Held,  also,  that  if  the  prisoners, 
when  the  deceased  was  drunk,  put 
him  into  a  cabriolet  and  drove  him 
about  in  order  to  keep  him  out  of 
possession,  and  by  so  doing  accele- 
rated his  death,  it  would  be  man- 
slaughter. Reg,  V.  Packard,  236 
2.  An  indictment  for  manslaughter 
stated  in  the  first  count,  that  the 
deceased  was  the  apprentice  of  the 
prisoner,  and  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  prisoner  to  provide  the  deceased 
with  proper  nourishment,  medicine, 
&c.,  and  charged  the  death  of  the  de- 
ceased to  be  from  neglect,  &c.  The 
second  charged  that  the  deceased,  "  so 
being  such  apprentice  as  aforesaid,^* 
was  killed  by  the  prisoner  by  over- 
work and  beating.  No  evidence  was 
given  of  any  indenture,  but  a  witness 
proved  that  the  prisoner  told  him 
that  the  deceased  was  his  apprentice: 
— Held,  that  this  was  sufficient  proof 
of  the  ^legation  of  the  apprenticeship 
in  the  second  count,  but  not  of  that 
in  the  first  count.     Reg,  v.  Crumpton, 

597 

MARRLIGE. 
See  Crim.  Con.,  1. 

MASTER  AND  SERVANT. 

See  Larceny,  9,  10,  12,  14. — 
Slander,  1,  2. 

1.  The  defendant,  the  captain  of 
one  of  her  Majesty's  ships,  offered  to 
give  the  plaintiff  wages  beyond  the 
usual  pay  from  the  government,  if  he 
would  come  on  board  his  ship  as  cap- 
tain's cook.  The  plaintiff  agreed  ac- 
cordingly, and  was  by  that  designa- 
tion (captain's  cook)  entered  in  the 
ship's  books.  The  agreement  was 
made  before  he  joined  the  service,  and 
when  he  was  free  to  accept  the  pro- 
posal of  the  captain  or  to  reject  it. 
In  an  action  aflerwards  brought  by 
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MONET  HA]>,  ftc. 


MUB9BB. 


him  against  the  captain  for  wages^ 
the  defendant  not  having  pleaded  the 
illegality  of  the  contract,  it  was  held, 
Isty  that  the  Court  must  look  upon 
the  contract  as  legal;  and  2ndl7»  that 
being  made  when  each  partj  was  sui 
joris,  there  was  no  inconsistency  in  the 
plaintiff's  bargaining  to  receive  the 
private  pay  of  the  defendant  for  fillr 
mg  an  office,  in  respect  of  which  he 
was  also  paid  by  the  government. 
Clutterbuek  v.  Coffin,  273 

2.  In  assumpsit  by  the  plaintiff 
for  wages  as  a  female  servant,  the 
defendimt  pleaded  non  assumpsit,  and 
the  plaintiff  gave  evidence  of  acts  of 
service.  The  defendant  proposed  to 
give  evidence  to  shew  that  the  plain* 
tiff  had  cohabited  with  him: — Held^ 
that  he  might  do  so  in  the  plea  of 
non  assumpsit,  as  this  went  to  shew 
that  there  was  no  contract  between 
the  parties,  and  not  to  invalidate  any 
contract  on  the  ground  of  illegaUty. 
Bradskaw  v.  Hay  ward,  591 

MISDEMEANOR. 

See  Attempt  to  commit  Misde- 
meanor. 

MITIGATION  OF  DAMAGES. 
See  Goods  badly  made. 

MONEY  HAD  AND  RECEIVED. 

A.  on  Tuesday,  the  1 7th  of  No- 
vember asked  B.  to  give  him  change 
for  a  cheque  for  10/.  10*.,  drawn  by 
C.  on  W.  &  Co.,  bankers.  B.  did  so, 
and  kept  the  cheque  till  the  following 
Saturday,  when  he  paid  it  to  his 
bankers.  On  Monday  the  23rd,  W. 
&  Co.  stopped  payment,  and  the 
cheque  was  not  paid  by  them.  On  the 
evening  of  that  day  B.  told  A.  that 
the  cheque  had  been  **  returned,"  not 
telling  A.  that  W.  &  Co.  had  stopped 
payment,  a  fact  which  A.  did  not 
know.  A.  gave  B.  £5,  and  an  I.  O.  U. 
for  5/.  10«.,  and  took  back  the  cheque. 


It  was  pfoved  that  6.  had  funds'k 
the  hands  of  W.  &  Co.i-^Held,  tltfit 
the  suppression  of  the  het  by  bL  that 
W.  &  Co.  had  stopped  payment,  aad 
the  statement  by  him  that  the  cheqoe 
had  been  *' returned,"  amounted  to 
such  a  fraud  upon  A.  as  would  entitle 
him  to  recover  back  the  £5,  in  an  ac- 
tion for  money  had  and  received;  and 
that»  to  entitle  him  to  do  ao,  it  was 
not  necessary  that  he  should  ham 
given  or  tenoered  back  the  cheque  to 
B.    BilUnffY.Biei,  26 

MORTGAGE. 
See  Power.  a 

MURDER. 

1.  If  a  person  do  any  act  towards 
another  who  is  helpless,  which  mast 
necessarily  lead  to  the  death  of  thad 
other,  the  crime  aroomits  to  mardtr; 
but  if  the  circumstances  are  such  that 
the  person  would  not  have  been  aware 
that  the  result  would  be  death*  tiMit 
would  reduce  the  Griaae  to  maadanigb- 
ter,  provided  that  the  death  was  oooa- 
sioned  by  an  unlawftil  act,  but  nat 
such  an  act  as  shewed  a  malidoiis 
mind.     Reg,  v.  Waltere,  164 

2.  If  a  woman  left  her  child,  a 
young  infant,  at  a  gentleman's  door, 
or  other  place  where  it  was  lik^  lo 
be  found  and  taken  care  o^  and  the 
child  died,  it  would  be  manslaughter 
only ;  but  if  the  child  were  1^  ia  a 
remote  place,  where  it  was  not  likelj 
to  be  found — e.  f,  on  a  barren  heath 
— and  the  death  of  the  child  ensued, 
it  would  be  murder.  lUd, 

3.  Form  of  indictment*  IML 

4.  A  pohce-officer  found  N.  with 
potatoes  under  his  shirty  which  had 
been  very  recently  dug  hem  the 
ground,  and  apprehended  him.  The 
poUceman  called  O.  to  assist  him;  O. 
did  so;  and  a  rescue  being  atten^ted, 
O.  was  going  away,  and  waa  strad^ 
by  A.,  who  went  away,  and  O.  waa 
afterwards  killed  by  other  peiaooi* 


MURDER. 


NEOLIGENCB. 
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who  attempted  the  rescue: — Held, 
that  the  police-officer  had  no  ri^t  to 
apprehend  N.,  and  that  the  killing  of 
O.,  therefore,  did  not  amount  to  mur- 
der; and  that,  on  an  indictment  for 
murder,  A.  could  not  he  convicted  of 
an  assault.     Reg.  v.  Phelpe,         ISO 

5.  Heidi  also,  that  a  person  charged 
to  aid  a  constahle,  and  who  does  so,  is 
protected  eundo,  morando,  et  rede- 
imdo.  Ibid. 

6.  A.,  B.,  and  C.  were  indicted  for 
murder:  in  the  first  count,  as  princi- 
pals in  the  first  degree ;  and  in  the 
second  count  A.  was  indicted  as  a  prin- 
cipal in  the  first  degree,  and  B.  and 
C.  as  principals  in  the  second  degree; 
and  the  grand  jury  ignored  the  first 
count  as  to  B.  and  G.,  and  found  a 
true  bill,  on  the  second,  against  all. 
Stmbie,  that  B.  and  G.  might  be  con- 
victed on  the  second  count  as  princi- 
pals in  the  murder,  although  A.  was 
acquitted.  Ibid. 

7.  A  count  charged  A.  with  mur- 
4eT,  and  charged  that  B.  and  G.  '*  at 
the  time  of  the  felonj  and  murder 
wa»  committed,  to  wit,  on  &c.,  at  &c., 
were  feloniously  present,  then  and 
there  abetting,  aiding,  and  assisting,'' 
Ac.  Semble,  that  Sie  word  '*was" 
may  be  rejected  as  surplusage;  but 
whether,  even  rejecting  that  word, 
this  be  a  good  form  of  charging  aiders 
and  abetters— ^titfsrtf.  Ibid. 

8.  If  a  person,  being  attacked, 
should  from  an  apprehension  of  im- 
mediate violence,  an  apprehension 
which  must   be  well  grounded  and 

{ostified  by  the  circumstances,  throw 
iimself  for  escape  into  a  river,  and  be 
drowned,  the  person  attacking  him  is 
guilty  of  murder.     Rep  v.  Pitts,  284 

9.  An  indictment  for  murder  by 
poisoning,  which  charges  that  the 
prisoner  did  administer  the  poison  to 
the  deceased,  who  took  and  swallowed 
it,  by  means  of  which  taking  and 
awaUowing  the  deceased  became  mor- 
tslly  sick,  and  "of  the  said  mortal 
MekBess  died,"  is  good  without  also 


stathig  that  the  deceased  died  of  the 
poisoning.     Reg.  v.  Sandys,         345 

10.  A  prisoner  was  tried  for  the 
murder  of  her  child,  £.  S.,  by  poison. 
£.  S.  died  on  the  25th  of  September. 
On  the  14th  of  October  following  an- 
other child  of  the  prisoner,  named 
M.  A.  S.,  died  under  suspicious  cir- 
cumstances, and  the  prisoner  was  ex- 
amined on  oath  at  the  coroner's  in- 
quest held  on  M.  A.  S.,  and  signed 
her  deposition,  in  which  she  made  a 
statement  as  to  the  death  of  £.  S« 
Whether  this  deposition  was  receiv- 
able in  evidence  on  the  trial  of  the 
prisoner  for  the  murder  of  E.  S. — 
quaere.  Ibid* 

11.  If  a  child  has  been  wholly  pro- 
duced from  the  body  of  its  mother 
alive,  and  she  wilfully  and  of  malice 
aforethought  strangle  it  while  it  la 
alive  and  has  an  independent  circula- 
tion of  its  own,  this  is  murder,  al- 
though the  child  be  still  attached  to 
its  mother  by  the  umbilical  cord. 
Reg.  V.  Trilloe,  650 

NEGLIGENGE. 

1.  Gase  for  negligence  of  defend- 
ant's servant,  and  consequent  injury 
to  plaintiff.  Plea, — That  the  de- 
fendant was  not  employed  to  make 
the  alterations,  (those  through  which 
the  injury  occurred),  in  manner 
and  form: — Held,  that,  thoueh  the 
defendant  had  been  employed  by  a 
society  (the  Glarence  Glub)  to  make 
alterations  and  improvements  in  their 
club-house,  and,  though  he  had  em- 
ployed and  stipulated  with  an  agent 
A.  B.,  a  gas-fitter,  to  do  such  part  of 
the  work  as  lay  in  his  (A.  B.'s)  de- 
partment, yet,  if  A.  B.  had  laid  on 
any  pipe  not  specified  in  his  contract 
or  estimate  with  the  defendant,  the 
defendant  was  not  liable  for  injury 
occasioned  by  the  mismanagement  or 
ill  manufacture  of  this  particular  pipe. 
Rapson  v.  Cubitt,  64 

2.  Held,  also,  that  if  the  pipe  in 
A  A  a2 
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qnestion  bad  be«D  imiludfed  in  A.  B.'a 
contract  with  the  ilefendiiat,  yet,  if, 
while  the  defendant's  men  were  work- 
ing oa  the  premises,  and  the  defend- 
ant's contract  waa  not  yet  (iiiished, 
and  the  house  was  unoecupied,  ex- 
cept by  the  plaintiff,  (the  aervant  of 
the  dub),  the  gaa  had  been  turned 
on  by  Ail  direction  and  not  by  that 
of  the  defendant  or  hia  agent,  the  de- 
fendant was  not  liable.  Jbiit. 

3.  In  anch  cases  as  above,  al- 
thongh  the  plaintiff,  tbrongh  the 
neglieence  of  the  defendant,  be  dis- 
al&a  for  life  from  performing  the 
duties  of  the  office  U>  which  he  had 
been  accostomed,  yet  the  measure  of 
his  damages  is  by  no  meuis  to  be 
taken  from  the  amount  of  an  annaity, 
which  would  replace  the  annual  sa- 
lary of  the  plaintiff.  For,  non  constat 
that  the  plaintiff  would  have  rebdned 
his  situation  for  life.  I6id. 

4.  The  society  of  a  club,  through 
their  committee,  employed  the  defetid- 
ant  to  make  alterations,  &c.,  in  their 
clnb-housej  add  by  the  misoooduct 
of  the  defendanf  a  a^ent  an'  accident 
occurred: — Qaiere,  if  the  society  is 
answerable  as  principal,  and  b  the  de- 
fendant free  as  intermediate  agent  T 
Semble,  the  defendant,  aa  relating  to 
the  immediate  cause  of  the  action,  is 
the  principal.  IbU. 

5.  If  a  cargo  weighing  a  certain 
weight  be  delivered  to  a  carrier  to  be 
carried,  and  when  the  carKO  arrives  ait 
its  destination,  theweight  be  deficient, 
this  ia  evidence  from  which  a  jury 
mav  infer  negligence  in  the  carrier; 
and  if  the  defidency  did  not  arise 
from  the  negUgence  of  the  carrier,  it 
is  incumbent  on  him  to  shew  tlut. 
Hawkes  j.  Smith,  72 

NEW  ASSIGNMENT. 
See  Beoin  (Riobt  to),  1 . 

NtrWSPAPER. 
Set  Libel,  i. 


NOmCBOFiACTION. 
YfOIAB  PROSEQUI. 
SlMB[u.of 


NOT  GE[m,TT  BT  STAITDTE. 

See  VLXADTaa,  2j      ' 

■■•■.) 

NOTICE  OF  ACTION.:'     r 

See  Falsi  iHFBlisoitmirt:','  1. , ' 

1.  In  an  action  by  a  teoant  i^aiMt 
his  landlord  for  a  nulidons  duorge^cf 
felony,  ooder  the  atat.  7  ft  8  Gao.,^ 
c.  29,  a.  45,  for  stealing  |ixtaie^M<» 
him,  it  is  not  necessaiy  to  givef^D^Jifl 
of  action  nuder  tiie  79th.*eotjii)n<(^  (hi 
aUt.  7  &  8  Geo.  4,  c  29..  {ti#I.l4ft 
ceny  Consolidation  Act}.\t  Dfifitfl.iH 
BeningfielU,  ■.'>  >      ,,!     '  9 

2.  The  witoeis,  wlui  aeiTea  [fjo^ 
tice  of  action,  did  not  nKNrtlM),l|aQd* 
writing  of  the  pliunti%  wlioso.  fig^ 
tute  the  notice  pni^a^ted.t»be^t>  'w! 
no  evidence  was  mta  of  th»pUiptisril| 
handwriting  ■.—•ffeli  suSqent,  ^riUis 
out  such  proof,  av.it  was  eixni^  (that 
the  notice  should  have,  been  a^rfd 
on  the  plaintiff's  behalf.  .FonfMiif  r^ 
Danes,  .-..\:lii^ 

3.  The  plaintiff  refuae4  to  fxern** 
tJu  office  of  parish,  officer  ani4  mfdce 
a  rate  for  his  district,-  thoagh[]^J)«d 
been  appointed  cbiirchwxrdni^of « 
chapeliy  within  the  union.  ViftH- 
upon  the  defendant,  the  derV  to  tbfS 
board  of  guardiaiu,  obtained  by  Uuu 
direction  a  wartaat  of  jnaticea  to  lev* 
Uie  amount  daimed  off  the  ohuntiffY 
goods,  under  2  £  3  yict.  c  84.  a-I- 
Upon. tie^Msa brDogbtby  th«  idaiii- 
tiff  tm  this  diatreai:  —BOdi,  that  this 
trespass  was  an  a«t  done  in  ponnanoe 
of  uie  proviuoBs  of  the  Poor  Sjm 
Amendment  Act,i<uid  that  thoefcw 
the  defendant  was  entitled  to  notice 
of  action  and  to  the  other,  jimtectioaa 
aHbrded  b'y  >!  St  iVniVW,  c.  76. 
B.  104.     earta-r.fSiUiteK,,     a  499 
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NOnCB  OP.  DISHONOUR. 

8te  BU.L  OF  ExCBAKOE»  6« 

Noncas  TO  admit. 

See  Admission.— Costs. 

I  notice  to  produce. 

1 .  A  notice  to  prodace>  served  by 
the  defendants  on  the  plaintiffs,  giv- 
ing them  nolide  to  produce  <*  til  let- 
ters written  to  and  received  bj  you 
between  the  years  1837  and  1841, 
Beth  inclusive,  by  and  irom  the  said 
defendants  or  either  of  them,  during 
itie  time  aforesaid,  or  by  or  to  any 
person  on  their  or  your  behalf  re- 
Slj^|eicttvely,^  is  good,  and  is  not  too 
g^eral,  although  it  does  not  specify 
tl^'dtte  cH  each  particular  letter. 
MotHb  t.  Hannen,  29 

^'  2.  In  a  town  cause  for  goods  sold, 
i^fwhidi  the  defendant  and  his  attor- 
irey  both  lived  in  town,  a  notice  to 
p^dttce  a  letter  firom  the  pkmtiff  to 
fh^  defendant,  asking  payment,  was 
serred  at  the  office  of  the  defendant's 
attb^ef ,  at  7  p.  m.,  on  the  evening  of 
A^  day  before  that  on  which  the  cause 
^  tiieAi-^Heldl,  to  be  not  too  late, 
a^d  the  letter  not  bemg  produced, 
iteebndary  evidence  was  given  of  its 
eMiteiits.     Lea/T.  Butt,  451 

'"^8.  In  a  town  cause  for  an  assault 
iiy  ttrhich  the  defendant  and  his  attor- 
ifey  both  lived  in  town,  a  notice  to 
prMuc^  a  letter  fVom  the  plaintiff's 
ttiorney  to  the  defendant,  asking 
d6thpetisation,  was  served  at  the  de« 
ftndant's  house  and  at  the  office  of 
fhe  defendant's  attorney,  at  about 
half-past  six  p.  M.,  on  the  evening  of 
the  day  before  that  on  which  the 
eatise  was  tried: — Held,  to  be  not  too 
late,  and  the  letter  not  being  pro- 
dttced,  secondary  evidence  was  given 
of  its  eontento.    Meyrick  v.  Woodi, 

452 

'■         UOnCE  TO  QUIT. 

jteliANDGOftit  andTxxcamt,  6»  7#  8. 


NinSANCE. 

On  an  indictment  for  a  nuisance,  it 
was  proved  on  the  part  of  the  prose- 
cution, that  the  wharf  (the  nuisance 
complained  of)  was  erected  over  a 

Cirt  of  the  river,  between  high  and 
w  water  mark,  where  boats  were 
used  before  to  pass.  And  for  the  de- 
fendant it  was  shewn  that  the  wharf 
was  a  convenience  to  the  public,  in- 
asmuch as  boats  of  heavy  burden 
could  come  to  unlade  at  the  wharf, 
which,  before  the  building  of  the 
wharf,  anchored  in  the  midoJe  of  the 
river;  and  that  the  channel  of  the 
liver  was  by  this  convenience  kept 
clear: — Held,  that  the  question  for 
the  jury  was,  whether  the  wharf  occa- 
sioned any  hindrance  to  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  river  by  vessels  of  any 
description,  and  not  whether  the 
erecting  of  the  wharf  had  caused  a 
benefit  to  the  navigation  in  general. 
Reg.  V.  Randall,  496 

OATHS  (ADMINISTERING 
UNNECESSARY). 

The  defendant,  a  county  magis- 
trate, complained  to  the  Bishop  of 
Exeter  of  Uie  conduct  of  two  of  his 
clergy,  and  to  substantiate  his  charge 
he  swore  witnesses  before  himself,  as 
magistrate,  to  the  truth  of  the  facts: — 
Held,  that  the  matter  before  the 
Bishop  was  not  a  judicial  proceeding, 
and  therefore  that  the  magistrate  had 
brought  himself  within  the  enactment, 
5  &  6  Will.  4,  c.  62,  s.  13,  and  that 
he  had  unlawfully  administered  volun- 
tary oaths  contrary  to  the  provisions 
of  that  sUtute.     Reg.  v.  Nott,     288 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF 
COMMONS. 

See  Trespass,  6. 

ONUS  PBOBANDI. 
See  Negligence,  5. 
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PATENT. 


PEEB,  INDICTIEENT  AGAINST 


OPENING  A  CASE. 
See  Practice,  7. 

ORDER  OF  MAGISTRATES. 
See  Guardian  of  the  Poor. 

OWNER. 
See  Accessory,  2. 

PARTICULARS  OF  DEMAND. 

Where  a  bill  of  particulars  is  for 
claims  of  diverse  character,  if  the  de- 
fendant pays  money  into  court  gene- 
rally, he  acknowledges  the  Talidity  of 
every  species  of  claim,  and  it  is  Uien 
for  the  jury  to  assess  the  damages  on 
each.     El^ar  v.  WaUon,  494 

PARTNER. 

See  Accessory,  2. — Bill  of  Ex- 
change,   7,   8,  9.— -Embezzle- 

MENT,  0« 

The  defendant  contemplated  enter- 
ing into  partnership  with  the  bouse 
of  B.  &  S.  V.  In  furtherance  of  his 
intention  he  advanced  £2000  to  them. 
They  removed  their  hanking  account 
at  his  recommendation,  and  changed 
the  name  of  their  firm  to  **  B.  &  S.  V. 
&  Co.;"  hut  no  formal  deed  of  part- 
nership had  heen  signed,  nor  was  any 
entry  shewn  in  the  books  of  B.  &  S.  V. 
which  proved  the  defendant  to  be  a 
partner: — Held,  that  it  was  a  ques- 
tion proper  to  be  left  to  the  jury, 
whether  the  defendant  were  liable  as 
a  partner  for  the  debt  of  B.  &  S.  V. 
&  Co.     Gabriel  v.  EvUl,  358 

PART-OWNER. 
See  Accessory,  2. 

PATENT. 

1.  In  an  action  for  the  infringe- 
ment of  a  patent,  the  defendant  can- 
not, by  his  notice  of  objections  (given 
under  the  stat.  5  &  6  WUL  4,  c.  83, 


s.  5),  go  beyond  his  pleas.     Maena- 
mara  v.  HuUe^  .4/1 

2.  Semble,  £hat  if  an  invention,  for 
which  a  patent  is  granted,  would,  if 
put  into  practice,  be  useful,  an  action 
for  the  infringement  of  the  patent 
may  be  maintained,  although  the 
plamtiflpB  invention  has  never  been 
put  into  actual  use^  except  by  the 
defendant,  when  he  infringed  the  {». 
tent.  IbidL 

3.  Where  in  an  action  for  infringe 
ing  a  patent  for  blocks  for  paTement» 
the  plaintiff  elaimed  as  his  inventaoa 
that  his  block  was  bevilled  both  in* 
wards  and  outwards  on  the  same  aide 
of  the  block,  and  it  was  allied  ihMk 
the  defendant's  blocks  were  an  imitai> 
tbn  of  the  plainttfTs^  as  two  of  tiif 
defendant's  blocks  were  equmlent  th^ 
erne  of  the  plaintiff's:— iTe/cf,  thai>it 
was  for  the  juiy  to  say  whether  ;tfae 
defendant's  blod^s  were  in  effeiot  the 
same  as  the  plaintiff's,  sdtfaoug}L.B» 
single  block  of  the  defendaat'awas 
bevilled  both  inwards  and  outwards 
on  the  same  side.  Jbid, 

4.  In  such  a  case  the  specifieatioa 
did  not  state  at  what  angle  the  bevik 
should  be  made.  Bad  one  witnas 
stated,  that  the  ang^  was  material, 
but  another  witness  stated  that  any 
angle  would  be  of  some  beii^ti-^ 
Held,  that  if  the  jury  thought  that  a 
bevil  at  any  angle  would  be  benefieiai, 
the  specification  would  be  good^  al- 
though it  omitted  to  state  any  par- 
ticular angle  at  which  the  bevils 
should  be  made.  IM, 

5.  If  a  patent  be  taken  out  for 
blodcs  for  paving  with  ''stone  or  amf 
other  euitable  material,''  this  will  in- 
clude wood  pavemenl^  although  no 
wood  pavement  was  in  actual  use  at 
the  date  of  the  patoit,  and  although 
the  inventor  might  not  have  had  wood 
pavement  in  his  contemplation*  ■  Ibid. 

PEER, .  INDICTMENT  AGAINSlf . 


PERJURY, 


PERJURY. 
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PENAL  LAW. 
See  Pound  Breach,  I,  2. 

PERJURY. 
See  Evidence,  1 6. — Voter. 

1 .  A.  brought  an  action  against  B. 
and  his  partners  for  the  price  of 
idieat,  and  recoTered  a  verdict  on  the 
bought  and  sold  notes.  B.  and  his 
partners  filed  a  bill  in  equity  against 
A.,  which  stated,  that  the  bought  and 
Boki  notes  did  not  contain  all  the 
terms  of  the  contract,  as  it  had  been 
also  agreed  by  parol  between  A.  and 
B.j  that  the  wheat  shonld  be  paid  for 
by  a  draft  at  three  months;  and  the 
ptayer  of  the  bill  was,  that  A.  should 
he  restramed  ^m  suing  out  ezecu* 
tioB.  A.,  by  his  answer,  denied  the 
abatement  in  the  bill;  and  the  bill 
was  dismissed: — Held^  that,  if  this 
dienial  by  A,  was  wilfully  false,  it 
amounted  to  perjury.    Eeff.  v.  Tatet, 

132 

2.  Held,  also,  that  B.  was  a  oompe^ 
tent  ?ritness  on  an  indictment  against 
A.  for  perjury,  alleged  to  have  been 
flommitted  in  the  answer,  although  A. 
had  engaged  to  indemnify  his  part- 
ners {mn  the  expenses  of  the  suit  in 
Chancery.  Ibid. 

3.  The  rule,  that  the  testimony  of 
a  single  witness  is  not  sufficient  to 
sustain  an  indictment  for  perjury,  is 
not  a  mere  technical  rule,  but  a  rule 
Ibunded  on  substantial  justice;  and 
evidence  confirmatory  of  that  one 
witness,  in  some  slight  particulars 
only,  is  not  sufficient  to  warrant  a 
eontiotion.  Ibid, 

4.  Where  perjury  was  charged  to 
have  been  committed  in  that  whidi 
was  in  effect  the  affidavit  on  an  inter- 
pleader rule ;  and  the  indictment  set 
out  the  circumstances  of  the  previous 
trial,  the  verdict,  the  judgment,  the 
writ  of  fieri  &cias,  the  levy,  the  notice 
hy  the  prisoner  to  the  sheriff  not  to 
sell,  and  the  prisoner's  affidavit  that 


the  goods  were  his  property,  but 
omitted  to  state  that  any  ride  was 
obtained  according  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Interpleader  Act: — Held,  that 
the  indictment  was  bad,  as  the  affida- 
vit did  not  appear  to  have  been  made 
in  a  judicial  proceeding.  Reff.  v. 
Bishop,  302 

5.  Commissioners  acting  under  a 
fiat  of  bankruptcy  adjudicated  A.  to 
be  a  bankrupt,  and  afterwards  B.  was 
examined  before  them  touching  the 
estate  of  A.,  and  gave  evidence  which 
was  alleged  to  be  false ;  B.  being  in- 
dicted for  perjury,  it  appeared  on  the 
trial  that  the  petitioning  creditor's 
debt,  on  which  the  fiat  had  issued, 
was  not  of  sufficient  amount;  but  it 
also  appeared  that  A.  owed  other 
debts  which  might  have  been  substi- 
tuted for  the  petitioning  creditor's 
debt  by  order  of  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
under  section  18  of  the  stat.  6  Geo. 
4,  c.  16,  so  as  to  have  rendered  the 
fiat  valid,  but  that  no  such  order  had 
been  made: — Held,  that  imder  these 
circumstances  B.  could  not  be  guilty 
of  perjury  on  this  his  examination. 
Reff,  Y,  Stvinffton,  319 

6.  But  semble,  that  if  B.  had  been 
examined  by  the  commissioners  on 
the  preliminary  proceedings  before 
them  to  ascertain  whether  A.  should 
be  adjudged  a  bankrupt  or  not,  B. 
might  have  been  guilty  of  peijury 
even  though  there  had  been  no  good 
petitioning  creditor's  debt.  Ibid. 

7.  An  allegation  in  an  indictment 
for  perjury,  that  judgment  was  **  en- 
tered up"  in  an  action,  is  proved  by 
the  production  of  the  book  from  the 
Judgment  Office,  in  which  the  in- 
cipitur is  entered.      Re^.  v.  Gordon, 

410 

8.  An  office  copy  of  a  bill  in  Chan- 
cery, which  a  witness  examined  with 
the  original,  but  which  office  copy 
contained  abbreviations,  such  as  '<pnl. 
este."  for  the  words  "personal  estate," 
in  the  original  bill,  is  not  such  an  ex- 
amined copy  as  will  be  evidence  to  sup- 
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port  an  allegation  of  a  bill  in  Chan- 
cery on  an  nadictment  for  perjury, 
committed  in  an  affidavit  in  that  suit 
inChaneeiry.  Reg, t.  Christian^     388 

9.  Semble,  that  a  person  may  be 
convicted  of  perjury  contained  in  an 
affidavit  intitied,  in  a  cause,  *'  A.  B. 
against  C.  D.  and  otha'*^'*  although, 
by  the  ndea  of  the  courts,  all  affida- 
vits should  in  their  title  name  all  the 
plaintiffs  and  all  the  defendants.  Ibid. 

10.  An  affidavit  was  sworn  in  a 
oaase  of  the  Commissioners  of  Cha- 
litable  Doaations  and  Bequests  in  Ire- 
land, against  J.  £.  D.;  and  in  an 
indictment  for  peijury  on  it,  the  affi- 
davit was  aUeged  to  be  intitled  in  that 
cause.  The  affidavit  was  intitled  the 
**  Commissioner,"  instead  of  *'Com- 
nussioners;"  but  the  Lord  Chief  Jus* 
tice  allowed  an  amendment  of  the 
indictment  to  obviate  an  objection  as 
to  this,  yariai^.  Ibid, 

11.  On  the  trial  of  an  indictment 
f6i^  pierjnry,  alleged  to  have  been 
conmritted  before  magistrates,  on  the 
heating  of  a  case  punishable  on-^utid- 
riaafy  contiction,  the  conviction  by 
the  magistrate  is  not  receivable  in 
evidence,  because  it  is  irrelevant. 
Beg  T.  Good/ellow,  569 

12.  If  an  indictment  for  peijury 
allege  that  G.  swore  falsely  before 
magistrates,  on  a  charge  against  K. 
of  receiving  stolen  goods,  this  will  not 
be  supported  by  proof  that  an  infor- 
msltion  against  K.  on  the  stat.  17 
Geo.  3,  c.  56,  s.  10,  respecting  pur- 
loined silk,  was  heard  before  the 
magistrates  ;  and  that,  on  that  hear- 
ing, 6.  gave  evidence  that  would  have 
be^n  material  to  a  charge  of  receiving 
stolen  goods  by  K.  Ibid, 

13.  Where  to  give  magistrates  ju- 
risdiction to  hear  a  case  punishable 
6n  summary  conviction,  it  is  essential 
that  they  should  have  an  information 
oh  bath  made  before  them.  It  is  not 
sufficient,  in  an  indictment  for  per- 
jury alleged  to  have  been  committed 
on  the  hearifig  of  such  information. 


to  allege  that  before  M.  G%,  E|^:,  and 
T.  H.  H.,  clerk,  two  of  the  j«tftieei, 
&c.  [the  magistrates  whd  heard  l^e 
c&te]  T.  O.  came,  and  ^  eitMbited  « 
certain  infotmation  i^Mtt  oath,**  be- 
cause it  ^oes  not  suffidm^  shew 
that  T.  O.  was  sworn  before  M.  &., 
Esq.,  and  T.  H.  H.,  derk.         IML 

14.  In  An  indicMeftt  for  perittryi 
an  avermeiM  that  "it  became  and  M«^ 
material  to  ascertain  the  thith  ef  tk» 
matter  hereinafter  idl^ed  to  hat« 
been  sworn  to,  and  stated  by  the  luud 
T.  G.  upon  his  oath,'*  is  not  a  good 
averment  of  materiality.  ibidi 

15.  A.,  in  lin  affidavit,  stated  that 
he  had  paid  all  the  debts  proved  mdiet 
his  bankrt^tcy,  except  as  to  whie^ 
he  explained.    On  an  indictment 'fof 
perjury  on  this  affidavit,  one  bf  tttet 
assignments  of  perjury  w»i '  that  iU' 
had  not  paid  all  the  dc^4  "picH^ 
under  his  bankrupteyj  exxKpt  ti^jj 
and  that  certain  ered^tors  fnfliyi^ 
them],  besides   the  excepted   t#o^<^ 
were  not  paid  in  fuH; — Held^  that^  if 
the  first  assignment  of  p^oiy  iv«M' 
too  general,   the   defondont  -dNnM 
have  demurred  to  it;  and  that  al- 
though, by  the  genevalttjrof  itSffohn, 
the  prosecutor  was   not   precluded 
from  proving  the   non-payment  of 
other  creditors  besides  those  name^, 
yet,  as  names  were  stated  in  the  other 
assignment  of  perjury,  it  was  reason-^ 
able  to  presume  that  the  defendant 
would  suppose  that  those  were  the 
persons  the  non-paymoit  of  whose 
debts  were  to  be  relied  on,  and  that 
in  fairness  the  prosecutor  ought  not 
to  go  into  evidence  of  the  non-pay- 
ment  of  any  other   creditors  than 
those  named.     In  support  of  this  in- 
dictment several  creditors  were  called, 
who  each  proved  the  noO'^yment  of 
his  own  debt: — Held,  that  this  was 
not  sufficient  to  wammt  a  conviction, 
and  that,  ob  to  nan^payment  o^  mich 
debt,  it  was  necessaiy  ta  have  the 
evidence  of  two  witnesses,  or  oi  one 
witness  and  of  such  corroborative  tea- 
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timony  u  is  cqosl  to  tbe  eridsnoe  of 
a  lecoiid  witness.  Reg. v.  Parker,  639 

16.  In  an  indictment  for  perjury, 
before  commissionerB  of  taiei,  on 
an  appeal  of  H.  againat  a  aurdiai^fl 
for  a  greyhoimd  used  hj  H.  on  the 
24th  of  November,  it  watt  averred  to 
b«  a  material  qnoBtion  whether  a 
receipt  for  the  price  of  the  grejhaund 
vaa  given  to  the  defendant  before 
the  12th  of  September.  When  be- 
fore the  commisaioners,  the  defendant 
■wore  that  he  bought  the  greyhound 
of  H.  on  tbe  6th  of  September,  and 
had  a  receipt  for  the  price  before  the 
I2th  of  that  mondi.  It  was  objected 
that  the  sale  of  the  f^reyhound  was 
the  only  material  fact,  that  the  re- 
onpt  was  immaterial,  and  that  the 
13th  of  September  was  an  immaterial 
dfly: — Held,  that  the  receipt  was  ma- 
tenal,  and  that  it  was  properly  laid 
that  it  was  a  material  question  whe- 
thar  the  receipt  was  given  on  the  1 2th 
of.September,  Seg.y.Oiiefion,     655 

17.  EveiT  question  on  croas-exa- 
nunatioo  of  a  mtness,  which  goes  to 
faia  credit,  ia  materiaL  Tbid. 

PETITIONING  CREDITOR. 

In  an  action  brought  by  a  bank- 
rupt agunst  his  assignees,  to  try  the 
validity  of  the  fiat,  the  petitioning 
creditor  is  not  a  competent  witness 
for  the  defendant  to  prove  the  peti- 
doning  creditor's  debt;  and  the  fact 
of  hia  having  assigned  his  debt  will 
make  no  difference.  Camtlhere  v. 
Graham,  5 

PHYSICIAN. 

See  SUBGEON, 
A  contract  to  pay  a  physician  can- 
not be  imphed  from  the  taere  fact  of 
bis  attendance  on  a  patient,  but  a 
promise  at  the  end  of  his  attendance 
to  pay  him  a  fixed  aum,  or  a  reason- 
able compenaatioDt  will  raise  such  a 
ooatraot  as  will  support  an  action. 
VtilA  r.  SuMeU,  362 
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PLEADING. 
Sea  Bill  of  Exchange,  2.— Db- 
KUKKBK. — Landlord  and  Te- 
nant, 11. — Mastiib  and  Sek- 
VANT,  2,  —  Vendor  and  Por- 
ch asbr,  2. 

1 .  In  an  action  for  the  infrmge- 
ment  of  a  patent,  the  defendant  can- 
not, by  his  notice  of  objections  (given 
nnder  the  stat.  5  &  6  Will.  4,  c.  S3, 
s.  5),  go  beyond  his  pleas.  Macna' 
mara  v.Hulse,  471 

2.  Where  a  deiimdant  is  entitled 
to  plead  not  guilty  "  by  atatnte,"  ht 
may,  nnder  that  plea,  go  into  any  de- 
fence that  could  be  spedally  pleaded, 
whether  such  defence  be  founded  en- 
tirely on  the  statute,  or  pertly  on  the 
statute  and  partly  not,  or  by  a  defence 
wholly  independent  of  the  statute. 
Mound  V.  MonmoutAtMre  Canal  Co. 

606 
PLEADING  (PORMS  OF). 

1 .  Declaration  for  a  malidons  pro- 
secution, in  charging  the  plaintiff  with 
having  removed  sheds  let  to  him,  con- 
trary to  the  Police  Court  Act,  2  &  3 
Vict,  c  71.  9 

2.  Declaration  for  tolU  in  a  port 
and  in  a  manor,  and  for  tolls  generally. 

34 

3.  Plea  of  payment  of  money  into 
court  for  the  tolls  of  tbe  manor,  and 
for  the  tolls  generally,  and  non  aa- 
sumpsit  to  the  residue.  Ibid. 

4.  Plea  of  part  payment  of  a  pro- 
missory note  to  the  payee  before  in- 
dorsement. 490 

&.  Replication  that  the   payment 
was  made  to  the  payee  after  indorse- 
ment. Ibid, 
Indictments. 

1.  Indictment  for  murder,  by  ne- 
glecting and  abandonii^  a  new-bom 
child.  164 

2.  Refusing  to  aid  a  constable.  3 1 4 

3.  For  obtaining  money  by  false 
pretences,  of  being  an  unmarried  per- 
son, and  threatening  an  action  for 
breach  of  promise  of  marriage.     517 
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PLEADING  OVER. 
See  DfiMtiRRER,  5. 

nfOLICE  CMETROPOLITAN). 

See   Fai;.8e    Imprisonment,    !• — 
.,Landi.ord  and  Tenant,    1. — 

SMJPfDERy  3,  4. 

!        POLICE  OFFICER. 
See  Mv&DXR,  4,  5. 

POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  ACT. 

See  Guardian   op  the   Poor. — 
Notice  of  Action,  3. 

POST-OFFICE   (OFFENCES    BY 
SERVANTS  OF  THE). 

1.  It  was  proved  that  a  po8t*offioe 
letter-carrier  was  in  the  daily  hahit  of 
ealling  at  the  lodge  of  the  G.  Infir- 
mary, and  there  receiving  letters  with 
a  penny  on  each  to  pre-pay  the  post- 
age ;  and  that  he  took  them,  with  the 
penny,  to  the  G.  post-office;  and  that 
duiing  his  illness,  a  person  who  had 
performed  his  duties  did  the  like. 
There  was  no  evidence  of  any  i^point- 
ment  i-^Heid,  in  an  indictment  mider 
the  Stat,  fl  Will.  4,  c.  4,  s.  1,  for  em- 
bezzling some  of  the  pence  thus  re- 
ceived, that  this  was  evidence  to  go  to 
the  jury,  that  the  pence  were  received 
by  the  prisoner  by  virtue  of  his  em- 
pkyyment  as  a  letter-carrier.  Rep.  t. 
Tawnsendy  178 

2.  Suspicion  being  entertained 
against  a  letter-carrier  in  the  employ 
of  the  General  Post-Office,  an  assistant 
inspector  wrote  a  letter,  and,  having 
inclosed  in  it  a  marked  sovereign, 
sealed  the  ktter,  and  took  an  oppor- 
tnifcity,  while  the  carrier's  back  was 
tamed,  to  place  it  among  a  number 
of  letters  which  he  was  engaged  in 
sortings  The  marked  sovereign  was 
aftefwatds  found  in  the  letter-carrier's 
pocket.  The  sovereign  was  one  of 
those  which  are  occasionally  ibund  on 
the  flooK  «f  the  Post^Office^  having 
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dropped  out  of  lettora,  and  whieh  ave 

carried  to  a  fund,  which  ia  under  the 

dunection  ^  the  Postmaster  Genefal. 

The  letter-carrier  being  indicted  iat 

stealing  a  poH  Utter  containing  a  80*r 

▼ereign,  and  also  for  stealing  a  aove* 

reign  the  pro!f)erty  of  the  Postmasttf 

GeBefal,.'it  waa  .kaid,  that  he  oouid 

not  be  eonvicted,  under  the  ciraiim* 

stances,  of  the  offence  of  stealing  a 

post  letter  oontainbg  money.;    bat 

might  be  convicted  of  the  umple  h^ 

teny  of  the  sovereign.    JELeg.yi  Bath- 

6ofUf,  220 

3.  A  servant  being  sent  5x^  a 

letter,  and  a  penny  to  pre-tpay  the 

postage  at  a  receiving  lM>ase,/foaBd 

the  door  shut ;  and,  in  eoasequeno^ 

put  the  penny  inside  the  iet4er»aiil 

&stened  it  in  by  means  of  a  pin,  and 

th^A  p«t  the  letter  into  the;  unpaid 

letter-box.    A  messengiar  in  dM;GtB4 

eral  Post43ffice  stole  ibis  letter  with 

the  penny  initr—ZTeH  that  heflntgl^ 

be ,  convicted  of  stealing  a  pieat  lettcf 

containing  money,  although  thenioney 

was  jAot  put  into  the  letter-te  tbr 

purpose  of  being  conveyed  by  meam 

of  it  to  the  person  to  whom  it  was 

addressed.     Reg,  v.  Menet,         234 

POSTPONING  TRIAL. 

1.  A  defendant  in  an  indictment 
for  perjury,  tried  at  the  sittings  in 
Queen's  Bench,  was  arrested  on  the 
Wednesday  before  the  trial,  as  lie  was 
going  to  the  chambers  of  his  counsel 
to  deliver  his  brief.  The  case  was 
called  on  for  trial  on  the  Saturday, 
and  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  would  not 
postpone  it  unless  it  could  be  shewn 
that  the  arrest  was  by  collusion  with 
the  prosecutor;  and  the  fact  that  a 
witness  for  the  prosecution  stood  by 
while  the  arrest  took  place,  is  not 
sufficient  to  raise  that  inference.  Rej^. 
V.  Gordon,  410 

2.  A  prisoner's  counsel  moved  to 
postpone  a  trial  for  murder  ^n  an 
affidavit  wiiich  stated  that  one  of  ^e 
witnesses  for  the 
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been  bound  orer  to  iqipeair  at  the  as« 
mes  was  absent,  and  that  on  cross- 
examination  this  witness  coald  give 
material  evidence  for  the  prisoner:—* 
Held,  that  this  was  sufficient  gronnd 
for  postponing  the  trial,  without 
shewing  that  the  prisoner  had  at  all 
endeavoured  to  procure  the  witness's 
attendance,  as  the  prisoner  might 
reasonably  expect  from  his  having 
been  bound  over,  that  he  would  ap- 
pear. Rep.  V.  Macartky,  625 
3.  A  prisoner  had  been  committed 
on  a  charge  of  high-treason,  and  after- 
wards the  grand  jury  returned  a  true 
bill  against  him,  with  others,  for  felo- 
moosly  demolishing  a  house  imder 
the  Stat.  7  &  8  Geo.  4,  c.  30,  s.  8. 
He  pleaded  to  that  indictment,  and 
wished  to  be  tried  afler  the  other 
|>risoners  who  were  indicted  with  him, 
because  the  witnesses  on  that  charge, 
when  before  the  magistrates,  had  not 
apoken  of  him,  and  he  had  in  conse- 
qiience  not  been  furnished  with  copies 
of  the  depositions.  But  this  was 
not  allowed,  as  the  prosecution  might 
have  been  commenced  without  going 
before  any  magistrate,  and  then  there 
would  have  been  no  deposition  at  all. 
Meff,  V.  Simpson,  669 

POUND-BREACH. 

1,  The  plaintiff  impounded  the  cat- 
tle of  S.  for  rent  arrear.  The  defend- 
ant had  before  claimed  the  cattle  as 
his  own,  denying  the  title  of  S.  Two 
days  after  the  distress  the  cattle  were 
missing,  and  were  foimd  in  the  de- 
fendant's barn.  The  plaintiff  brought 
his  action  for  pound-breach  uuder  the 
2  W.  &  M.  s.  1,  c.  5,  s,  4,  and  the 
defendant  pleaded  not  guUty,  ijiith 
*<  by  statute"  in  the  margin  of  the 
plea : — Held,  that  the  statute  was  not 
a  penal  enactment  under  21  Jac.  1, 
c»  4,  so  as  to  let  the  defendant 
into  any  matters  of  defence  on  the 
iswie  of  "Not  guilty:"  that  the  rent 
due  iKia  admiti^  and  the  diatraining 


of  the  cattle  under  it,  and  their  im- 
pounding, and  the  leffd  sufficiency  of 
the  pound;  and  that  the  only  ques- 
tions for  the  jury  under  the  issue  "  Not 
guilty"  were,  whether  the  pound  was 
broken  by  any  other  than  the  cattl6 
themselves,  and  whether,  if  so,  the 
defendant  broke  it.  Cetetletnan  v. 
Hieks,  266 

2.  Semhie,  an  open  field  is  a  pound 
sufficient  at  law  in  which  to  distrain 
cattle  for  rent  arrear.  Ibid, 

POWER. 

1 .  A  person  devised  real  property 
to  his  widow  for  life,  and  after  her 
death  to  his  children  equally,  with  a 
power  to  the  widow  to  mortgage  or 
sell,  in  case  "  the  fund"  arising  from 
the  real  and  personal  estate  of  the  tea* 
tator  was  not  sufficient  for  the  main- 
trance  of  the  widow.  The  widow 
executed  a  mortgage  of  the  property 
for  £30  to  her  son  T.,  and  it  waa 
proved  that  four  years  before  the  mort- 
gage T.  advanced  his  mother  a  sum 
less  than  £1  to  pay  a  poor's  rate  that 
she  was  unable  to  pay.  The  subscrib- 
ing witness  to  the  mortgage  deed  had 
acted  as  attorney  both  of  the  widow 
and  T.  respecting  it: — Held,  that,  on 
the  trial  of  an  ejectment  by  the  admi* 
nistratris  of  T.  to  recover  the  property 
under  the  mortgage  deed,  the  subscrib»> 
ing  witness  might  be  cross-examined 
to  shew  that  the  sum  of  d630,  men- 
tioned in  the  mortgage  deed,  and  in 
the  receipt  at  the  back  of  it,  was  never 
in  ffict  advanced.  Doe  d.  8<dt  v.  Carvt 

123 

2.  Held,  also,  that  it  was  for  the 
jury  to  8aj.  whether  the  widow  wu  i. 
such  circumstances  as  to  come  within 
the  terms  of  the  power,  and  had  had 
the  money  really  advanced  to  her,  or 
whether  the  mortgage  was  a  device  to 
give  an  advantage  to  one  of  the  aona^ 
the  widow  not  being  in  cireumstanees 
to  require  the  advance,  and  in  fact 
Ofivear  having  reoeived  the  money;  and 
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FIUCTiCE. 


PBAGTICE. 


tha^  silL'itiif  fbnner  casei  the-  p#wer 
would  be  well  executed,  and  in  the 
latter  not.  Jbid. 

PRACTICE. 


See  Amendment. — Bill  of  Ex- 

'  CHAKOS^  2,  3. — Central  Cri- 

^ '  MiNAL    Court. — Demtjrrbr.— 

Discharge     of     Prisoner.  — 

Postponing  Trial. — Statute. 

— Traverse. 

1 .  If  the  eonnsel  for  a  part)r  relj  on 
an  act  of  Parliament,  and  cite  it  as  an 
act  to  be  judicially  uotieedi  the  op- 
posite party  has  no  right  to  insist  that 
the  counsd  citing  it  should  produce 
a  copy  of  it  printed  bj  the  Queen's 
printer.     Forman  v.  Dawes,         1 27 

2.  A  prisoner  was  indicted  for  kill- 
mg  a  cow,  and  in  another  indictment 
^r  killing  a  calf.  He  had  pleaded  to 
both  indictments,  and  the  jurj  were 
c^harged  with  the  first.  Bj  a  mistake, 
^e  evidence  applicable  to  the  second 
indictment  was  given,  instead  of  that 
which  was  applicable  to  the  first.  Hie 
mistake  was  discovered  while  the  pri- 
soner's counsel  was  addressing  the 
jnrj:— Held,  that  the  evidence  pro- 
perly applicable  to  the  first  indictment 
should  then  be  given.  Reff,  v.  Wardle, 

144 

3.  Where  a  captain  in  the  armv 
surrendered  in  discharge  of  his  bail 
to  take  his  trial  at  the  Central  Crimi- 
nal Court,  for  feloniously  shooting  at 
anpther  (in  a  duel),  with  intent  to  kill 
him,  &c.,  it  was  held,  that  he  must 
take  his  place  within  the  dock  like  all 
other  prisoners  charged  with  felony; 
but,  on  his  expressing  a  wish  to  that 
effect,  he  was  allowed  to  have  three 
friends  to  stand  beside  him  there. 
Meg.  ▼.  Dmtgla»,  193 

.  4.  Where  an  indictment  for  felony 
vras  found  at  the  Central  Criminal 
Court  against  a  peer  of  the  realm  and 
several  commoners,  at  a  time  while 
the  Houses  of  Parliament  were  not 
sitting,  the  recognizances  of  the  com- 


moners were  vesjMled  from  sessioa  to 
aessioD,  uatil  after  Ihe  etae  of  the 
peer  had  been  diapoaedfif  in  theHouae 
of  Lords.  \f6HZ» 

^.  If  on  a  case  reserved  ftr  the 
q»aioQ  of  the  ^teen*  judge*  the  ^^ 
soner  has  no  oounaeVto  afgilB  for  hmit 
the  judges  will  not  hear  the  cetnncl 
for  the  crown.   Reg.  w*  Wallaee,  300 

6.  In  Q.  B«  a  cause  duly  entered 
for  trial  at  the  first  ntting  in.  ietin^ 
and  not  tried  at  that  ^aitttt^  cnmol 
be  tried  at  the  second  sitting  BLtcni} 
unless  the  record  and  writ  of  distrin- 
gas are  resealed  b^ftne  the  day  ap- 
pointed for  the  second  sitting;  and  if 
there  be  na:  resealing  before  tile  day 
appointed  for  the  second  sitting,  the 
cause  ynllf  tpuder  the  rule  ^^2^ 
November,  1 8^25,  be  omitted  tr^  U&e 
written  list  of  the  second  sitting,'  and 
the  judge  at  Nisi  Priufi  will^of^^fdlow 
a  resealing  afterwards,  in  order  to  have 
the  cause  tried  at  the  second  sitting, 
even  where  the  cause  btef  bbt  been 
reached  in  its  order.  JFalkfr  v.  Mou- 
sey, 366 

7.  In  opening  a  case,  a  plaintifrs 
counsel  has  a  rig^t  to  feferftotand 
comment  on  an  act  ofParliament which 
has  passed  since  the  transaction  wmch 
is  the  subject  of  the  action,  as  it  tiiay 
go  to  shew  what  the  law  was  befoi^ 
the  passing  of  the  act,  but  he  has  nb 
right  to  state  what  occurred  in  thi^ 
progress  of  the  act  through  the  Rodslf^ 
of  Parliament,  such  as  that  eotinsrf 
were  heard  against  its  passings  becsos^ 
he  would  not  be  entitled  to  go  into 
evidence  of  such  facts.  Howard  t. 
Goeeett,  390 

8 .  If  the  counsel  for  a  plaintiff  pro- 
poses to  give  evidence  in  anttdpadon 
of  the  intended  defence,  but  does  not 
do  so,  the  judge  then  intimatiiig  an 
opinion  that  the  defence  cannot  be 
gone  into,  as  it  was  not  specially 
pleaded^  and  the  judge,  aftef^rvn^ 
allows  the  defence  to  be^  gone  into, 
and  the  plaintiff  adduces  his  evidence 
as  evidence  in  replf^imd^^ere  be  a 
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Terdiot  fbr  tiie  defendant: — Held^ 
that  tbeae  drcumstancte  are  no 
^nonnd  for  grantii^  a  new  trial. 
Smith  V.  Marrable,  479 

9.  On  a  crown  case  reserved  for 
the  opinion  of  the  fifteen  jndges, 
their  Lordships  will  not  consider  any 
points  wMch  are  ohjections' on  the 
face  of  the  record,  even  thoogh  they 
be  mentioned  in  the  case  reserved,  but 
will  leave  the  prisoner  or  defendant 
to  bring  hiff  writ  of  error.  Beff.  v. 
Ovtrton,  655 
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PBJCB. 
Sm  €ioos8  badly  made. 


tjnNClPALS  IN  THE  FIRST 
AND  SECOND  DEGREES. 


•  i ' 

01  ; 


^*"  Set  MvKBlRiEif  6. — Rapb,  1. 


ti 
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iSfee  liARdENY,  13. 


PRISONER  (DISCHARGE  OF). 

Where  the  trial  of  prisoners  had 
been  successively  postponed  for  two 
assizes,  in  consequence  of  the  absence 
of  a  niaterial  witness,  and  the  affida- 
vit, on  which  appliciMion  was  made 
"fidr.furtber  postponement,  stated,  that 
the  witness  in  question  was  believed 
to.  have  gone  to  India  as  a  soldier,  so 
tbat  there  was  not  any  prospect  of 
hiis  soon  return,  the  judge  ordered 
the  recognizances  of  the  prosecutor 
to  be  discharged,  and  discharged  the 
prisoners  without  compelling  them  to 
enter  into  any  recognizances  for  their 
ftiture  appearance.  Meg.  v.  Bridg- 
man,  271 


PRISONER  WHO  HAS  PLEAD- 
ED  GUILTY. 

iSftf#  Witness,  1. 


PRIVATE  ACT  OF  PARLIA^ 
MENT. 

jS-ee  Practice,  1. — Statute.  ' 

PROCESS. 

Rule  as  to  issuing  process  from  the 
Central  Criminal  Court.  254 


PROHIBITION. 
See  Appointment,  5.  , 

PROMOTIONS,  107,  357,  493. 

RAPE. 

1.  An  indictment  is  good  whichf 
charges  that  A.  committed  a  rape, 
and  that  B.  was  present  aiding  anc( 
assisting  him  in  the  compiission  o{ 
the  felony.  In  such  a  case  the  party 
aiding  may  be  charged  either,  as  h^^ 
was  in  law,  a  principal  in  the  first 
degree,  or,  as  he  was  in  fact,  a  prin- 
cipal in  the  second  degree,  Reg,  v. 
Crieham,  187 

2.  In  a  case  of  rape  a  person  to 
whom  the  prosecutrix  made  a  com- 
plaint recently  after  the  offence  may 
be  asked  whether  she  named  '*  a  per- 
son" as  having  committed  the  of- 
fence, but  not  whose  name  she  men- 
tioned.    Reg.  V.  Osborne,  622 


RECEIVER  (ENTRIES  BY  A 
DECEASED). 

See  Evidence,  1,  8. 

RECEIVING  STOLEN  GOODS. . 

See  Evidence,  7. — Indictv ent»  2. 

A  lad  stole  a  brass  weight  from  his 
master,  and,  after  it  had  been  fakeri 
from  him  in  his  master^s  presence,  it 
was  restored  to  him  again,  vritb  hir 
master's  consent,  in'  order  that  he- 
might  sell  it  to  a  man  to  whom  he 
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SfiBYAN?. 


had  been  in  tbe  habit  of  selling  similar 
articles,  which  he  had  stolen  before. 
The  lad  did  sell  it  to  the  man;  and 
the  man  being  indicted  for  receiving 
it  of  an  eyil-disposed  person,  well 
knowing  it  to  have  been  stolen,  was 
convicted  and  sentenced  to  be  trans- 
ported for  seven  years.  Reg,  v. 
Lyont^  217 

RECOGNIZANCE. 

Rule  as  to  recognizance  to  prose- 
cote  before  process  issues  from  the 
Central  Criminal  Court.  254 

RECORD. 
See  Evidence,  3,  13. 

RECORDS  (RESEALING). 
8ee  Practice,  6. 

REDUCTION  OF  DAMAGES. 
See  Goods  badly  made. 

REFORM  ACT. 
See  Voter. 

REFUSING  TO  AID  A  CON- 
STABLE. 

See  Constable,  2,  3. 

RENT  ROLLS. 
See  Evidence,  1,  8. 

REPLEVIN. 
See  Amendment,  2. 

RESEALING  RECORDS. 
See  Practice,  6. 

RINGING  DOOR  BELLS. 
See  False  Imprisonment,  1. 


MOT.      - 

<Stf«L.C.J.TlNDAL'8CHAR6E,p.66I. 

On  a  charge  of  riot,  sufficient  terror 
and  alarm  is  proved  to  support  that 
part  of  the  charge,  if  any  one  of  her 
Majesty's  subjects  was  terrified.  Reg. 
V.  Lan^rd,  602 

ROBBERY. 

See  Assault  vitith  intent  to  Rob. 

An  indictment  for  robbery,  which 
charges  the  prisoner  with  having  «4.- 
saulted  G.  P.  and  H.  P^  and  steiliiig 
from  G.  P.  2s,,  and  from  H.  P.  U.» 
is  correct,  if  the  robbing  of  G.  P^ 
and  H.  P.  was  all  one  act,  and  tW 
counsel  for  the  prosecution  will  not 
be  put  to  elect.    Reg,  v.  Giddintfy  694 

SACRILEGE. 

The  vestry  of  a  parish  church  wA^ 
broken  open  and  robbed.  It  wijis 
formed  out  of  what  before  had  been 
the  church  porch,  but  had  a  db6r 
opening  into  the  church-yard,  which 
could  only  be  unlocked  from  the  in- 
side : — tteld,  that  this  vestry  was 
part  of  the  fabric  ai  the  church,  tHA 
within  the  meaning  of  an  indictment 
for  sacrilegiously  breaking  and  enter- 
ing the  church.     Reg,  v.  Evans,  2^ 

SALE. 

See  Auction. — ^Vendor  and  Pur- 
chaser. 

SAMPLE. 
See  AtJcnoN. 

SEARCH. 
See  Trespass,  6. 

SEDITION. 

iSfe?eL.C.J.TlNDAJL'8CHARGB,p.661. 

SERVANT. 
See  Master  and  Servant.— SlaW- 


SHIPPING. 


SLANDER. 
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SHAREHOLDER. 
See  Embezzlement^  3. 

SHIPPING. 
See  Master  and  Servant^  1 . 

1.  By  a  charter-party,  "  fifteen 
days"  were  to  be  allowed  to  the 
freighter  of  a  ship,  '*  for  discharging 
itt  her  destined  port."  The  freighter 
)drdered  the  ship  to  Hnll.  She  was 
got  into  the  Hull  Docks  on  the  1st 
of  February,  and  was  on  that  day  put 
in  the  charge  of  the  dock  company's 
lifficers,  but  from  the  crowded  state 
iff  the  docks  she  was  not  put  in  her 
berth,  and  did  not  begin  discharging 
Ifil'  the  4th;— Held,  that  the  fifteen 
days  were  to  be  computed  from  the 
1st,  and  that  in  such  cases  the  days 
^unt  from  the  time  of  the  vessel's 
mriving  in  the  dock,  and  being  put  in 
ijhe  management  of  the  dock  com- 
pany's officers.     Brown  v.  Johnson^ 

440 

,  2.  In  reckoning  the  **  fifteen  days," 
the  days  are  to  be  reckoned  consecu- 
t;ively,  and  the  Sundays  not  deducted, 
unless  there  be  a  custom  to  that  ef- 
ifject;  and  in  the  absence  of  any  custom, 
theword  "days,"  andthewords  "run- 
ning days,"  mean  consecutive  days. 

Ibid. 

3.  The  general  rule  of  law  is,  that 
dkys  mean  consecutive  days,  except 
Sunday  is  the  first  or  the  last  day; 
but  in  commercial  cases  it  is  some- 
times otherwise,  because  mercantile 
contracts  are  to  be  construed  with 
reference  to  mercantile  usage.     Ibid, 

4.  By  a  charter-party  a  ship  was 
to  proceed  to  Honduras  and  there 
load,  "  at  one  of  the  usual  and  custo- 
mary ports  or  places  of  loading,  in- 
cluding the  rivers  Ulna  and  Dulce," 
a  cargo  of  mahogany  and  logwood. 
The  freighter  by  letter  directed  the 
captain  to  proceed  to  Belize  in  the 
hay  of  Honduras,  and  address  himself 
to  Mr.  S.,  "who  will  fiimish  you 


with  a  homeward  cargo  of  mahogany 
and  logwKx)d,  agreci^le  to  chartep- 
party."  The  captain  took  the  ship 
to  Belize,  where  Mr.  S.  pnt  a  smaH 
quantity  of  logwood  on  board  and 
directed  the  ship  to  go  to  Ulna,  where 
about  half  a  cargo  was  put  on  board. 
Mr.  S.  then  sent  the  ship  to  two  other 
places  of  loading  in  Honduras,  at 
which  the  cargo  was  completed:—- 
Held,  that  k  was  a  qnestion  for  the 
juiy  whether  the  ship  was  sent  to 
Benze  as  her  port  of  loading;  and  that 
if  she  was,  the  freighter  was  liable  fbr 
the  extra  expenses  of  her  going  to  aU 
the  other  places  for  the  residue  of  her 
cargo;  but  that,  if  Belize  was  not  to 
be  considered  her  port  of  loadings 
Ulna  certainly  was,  and  the  freighter 
would  at  all  events  be  liable  for  the 
extra  expense  of  her  going  for  cargo 
to  other  places  after  Ulna,  as  by  the 
charter-party  the  freighter  was  to  load 
at  one  of  the  usual  ports  or  places  of 
loading  in  Honduras.  Ibid. 

SHIPS  (DESTROYING). 
See  Accessory,  2,  3. 

SIGNATURE. 
See  Agreement. 

SIGNING. 
See  Agreement. 

SILK   TRADE    (OFFENCES  RE- 
LATING  TO  THE). 

SeeVEBJUKY,  12,  13. 

SLANDER. 

1 .  The  defendant  spoke  to  the  plain- 
tiff,' s  mistress  words  charging  theplain- 
tifF  with  irregularity  in  her  conduct  as 
a  servant,  in  consequence  of  which 
the  plaintiff  lost  her  place.  The  only 
plea  on  the  record  was,  Not  guilty. 
It  was  held,  that  the  defendant  might, 
under  that  plea,  disprove  malice  in 
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the  TarioDS  foethoda  by  whicli  it  is 
nmally  disprbredj  ^et  (hat  he  could 
ap*  be  aUMnd  to  gim  endkaca  of'the 
tnth  9f  (be  Acts  u  rahnttingFthe 
■■liaftii^becuMf  kch^  BatpknM 
tiMt  tiheifaite  wtn  teae.     Siumofn 

vi;2.  Tbonghiuiiiehcuttbeabseaee 
of  the  proof  of  special  damage,  (that 
the  plaintiff  tbowby;  loM  her  place), 
canoot  affect  the  vendid;  ^et  the  jury 
m^  coilsider  it  in  assessing  datiui«es. 

3.  The  dismissal  bjr  the  pohce 
Gommissianera  of  a  poltee  constable, 
iBjOvnsequeaoe  of«  r^rt  da^imade 
to  them  of  a  constire  uUered  on  such 
police-officer  by  a  justice  of  the.  peace, 
ttinitaSftufficicQteTidence  of  special 
damage  to  sustain  kn  action  against 
ttw  Jutice.       KendUUm  v.  Hallby, 

m 

•1.  In  sQch  an  action  erideocA  ^ 
naliee  is  necessaiyi  for  jt  is  the  dnty 
of  the  justice  to  express  his  opinion 
of  ttie  conduct  of  police  constahles,  in 
Older  that  the  poHce  commfssionet-s 
may  hare  proper  information  on  n hich 
to  pTDCWo  in  making  inquiries  to  ena-^ 
Me  them  to  regulate  the  force  under 
their  direction,  TSuf. 


SOUNDNESS. 
See  ■WARHAKTir. 


'8  WARRANT, 
See  Thespasb,  6. 


SPECIAL  DAMAGE. 

See  Slander,  3. 


SPECUL  JUROR. 

See  Jdrors  (Challenge  of). 


6PEEDT  EXECUTION. 

Bee  ExecimoN. 


STIPU^TEP  PRICE. 

STAMP^, 
See  LANDiLoito.  j^no.'^enant,  5, — 

Bill  Or  Exchange,  12. 
1.  A  paper  mU'ftil'the  following 
form,  "  I,  R.  ^J.  i^.^  qflc  J^rs.  E.  the 
sum  of  £S,  whjch'  IB  Co  be  paid  ht 
imtalneM^ 'fi>r:rent.  fS^^ided)  R. 
3:ti.:"'^netd,  aOtto  beapiUi{». 
BOi^  aot«,  as  n»  dttre  was  sdtraletM 
jbr  Cbeptfjnnent  of  tbr  idStUmCBttf. 
Mii^fr.SABardt^  "    ';  ■;!« 

'3.'  irpl«in(SffbpM'in'«ne  ttaiViiF'a 
vtittM  BgrtenMtt  Wfattti  U  ^M 
If  the  def^dant  (MAf,  and'ftlMf 
Stunped,liib  defendabt  raa^nntDi'fW 
aHht/t  part  of  Ae  aereement.  wlhi^ni 
siRsed  bydAeof  Hie  phintiS3''*"ftt 
setfan4the6tht!r«xe«titoi»,'*'alifiM« 
that  part  of  the  agreeiMni^'If  Ml 
stamped.    Tm-yierr.B^^y"''449 

'  ■■■  STATUra;.:'!  /  -S 
See  Indictment,  4.^pBjic|^||,,j[p 
Whore,'  by  a  prirato  ■ct^''hlriim 
nmti  piintod  copies  of  itj'f  iWt«il%V 
the  QocenV  printer,  ar«' -auiAe' e# 
deuce,  a  dsfendaof  s  conuacl  tt  NM 
Prios  cannot  make  an  (dtlMliB^ 
fbonded  on  that  set,  a  grouM  itf'HI 
^licadon  for  a  nonsuit,  i<  the  Wt 
has  not  been  given  in  cri«tenci»^  dK 
part  of  die  plaintiff,  because'  It  'fa  mt 
an  aob  to  be  iaditially  ootieKb  iud  is 
oulr  befontne  aourt  when:  glvm  te 
evidence.     Greneold  T.  JTenp,      tiW 

STATUTE  OF  FfLAUPS.     .. 

See  AcRBfeWKNT,' 

STEWARD  (ENTTil^  BY  A  DE- 
CEASEDJ. 

•^M  EvinttlicE,  1,8. 


STIPULATEP,  PRICE. 
See  Gpoca  ,q4Jf|,Y,imuu 


TOLLS. 


TiteSPASS. 


t21 


SUMMONS. 
See  Evidence,  19. 

SURGEON. 
See  Evidence,  18.    . 

;  1.  Hie  plaintiff  practise^  as  phy- 
aician  and  sargeoa.  On  a  case  oocur- 
nng  in  which  the  advice  of  a  phj- 
qician  was  considered  necessary  as 
well  as  the  aid  of  a  surgeon,  he  was 
called  in.  It  appeared  in  evidence 
that  he  had  performed  for  his  patient 
sffxne  services  which  usually  are  in  the 
l^ovince  of  a  surgeon.  The  plaintiff 
ffoit.  hia  hill  to  tibe  executors  of  his 
pi^ientf — Held,  that  if  the  jury  con* 
{|i4e^,that  the  plaintiff  had  done 
9iij  work  as  surgeon,  they  should  find 
a{  yerdict  for  him  to  the  amount  of 
tlie  value  of  that  service.  Battersby 
V,  Lawrence f  277 

2.  A  phyacian  cannot  sue  for  his 
fef  s  for  any  thing  he  has  done  as  a 
physidan,  either  in  attending  or  in 
pnesotihing  medicine  for  a  patient; 
but  if  be  acts  as  a  sui^eon,  or  in  any 
other  d^pacity  than  that  of  physician, 
be  may  maintain  an  action  for  a  com- 
pensation for  what  he  has  done,  pro* 
Tided  he  can  shew  that  it  was  not 
done  by  bim  as  a  physician;  and  the 
£ict  that  the  plaintiff  was  not  paid 
fees  at  the  times  when  he  was  con- 
sulted, goes  to  shew  that  be  was  not 
apting  as  a  physician.  Idttle  v.  O^ 
<^er,  370 

TALES. 

See    I88T7E    FROM     THE    CoURT    OF 

Chancery,  1,  3. 

TERMINL 
See  Highway,  1 . 

TITHES. 
See  Evidence  in  reply,  3. 

TOLLS. 
iS^  Evidence,  2,  3,  4. 

VOL.  I. 


TRAVERSE.        "     I 

K  a  defendant  is  bmnid  by  reoogi* 
niiance  to  appear  and  trv  bis  traveirs^ 
be  cannot  by  surrendering  himself  ill 
custody  avoid  the  payment  of  the  "fees 
customary  on  the  entering  of  a  ti^ 
verse.    Beg.  v.  JBiiAop,  302 

TREASON. 

See  L.  C.  J.  Tindal's  CHABGXt 
p.  661. — ^Postponing  Trial,  3. 

TRESPASS. 

See  Begin  (Right  to),  1. — Evi-^ 
dbnce,  6. 

1 .  The  defendants  were  partners  in 
business  as  brewers ;  andoneofthem^ 
in  the  name  of  the  others,  wrongfully 
ejected  the  tenant  of  a  canteen,  who 
held  under  a  lease  from  the  Board  of 
Ordnance,  they  (the  defendants)  being 
sureties  for  the  payment  of  his  rent, 
and  for  bis  quiet  tenantship.  It  was 
ruled  that  one  partner  has  no  right 
to  involve  another,  unless  in  the  or- 
dinary course  of  their  business,  not» 
for  instance,  in  a  trespass,  as  above 
stated.     Petrie  v.  Lamont,  93 

2.  The  exception  to  this  doctrine 
is  in  the  case  where  the  trespass  is  in 
the  nature  of  a  taking  which  is  avail- 
able to  the  partnersMp;  and  in  such 
case  the  jury  should  find,  not  only 
whether  the  defendants  were  partners, 
but  also  whether,  bef(»«  the  ts^apass, 
they  all  joined  in  ordering  it,  or  whe- 
ther, afterwards,  they  concurred,  and 
received  the  benefit  of  it.  Ibid. 

3.  Where  one  of  the  trespassers  is 
servant  to  the  others,  it  is  a  question 
for  the  jury,  whether  he  acted  merely 
as  servant,  or  whether  he  were  so 
implicated  in  the  matter  as  to  make 
himself  a  principal  trespasser.    Ibid, 

4.  A  trespass  was  committed  by  the 
defendant's  carriage  driving  against 
the  plaintiflTs  gig;  but  the  ddend- 
ant  was  riding  in  a  hired  carriage  at 
the  time  with  hired  horses  and  hired 
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VENDOR  AND  PURCHASER. 


postilions,  jet  as  be  made  no  remon- 
strance against  the  course  which  the 
drivers  were  taking  till  his  admonition 
came  too  late: — Held,  that  he  was 
liable  in  an  action  of  trespass,  as  a 
co-trespasser  with  the  postilions. 
McLaughlin  v.  Pry  or,  354 

.5 .  In  an  action  of  trespass  it  is  com- 
petent for  the  jury  to  consider  the 
words  which  the  defendant  used  sub- 
sequently to  the  trespass,  in  coming 
to  the  conclusion  whether  he  were  a 
joint  trespasser  with  those  actually 
committing  the  mischief.  Ibid. 

6.  Officers  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, who  have  a  warrant  of  the 
Speaker  to  take  a  person  therein 
named,  although  they  may  have  a 
right  to  enter  his  house  (having  been 
peaceably  admitted)  and  to  search  the 
house,  they  have  no  right,  in  case 
they  do  not  find  him,  to  remain  there 
to  await  his  return;  and  if  they  stay 
several  hours  in  the  house  for  that 
purpose,  they  are  trespassers  ab  initio. 
ffawardy.  Oossett,  380 

7*  The  defendant  let  apartments  in 
his  house  to  the  plainttfi^,  and  on  a 
dispute  arising,  he  locked  up  one  of 
the  rooms  in  which  there  were  certain 
wares  and  merchandize  belonging  to 
the  plaintifi^  and  he  kept  the  key,  or- 
dering the  plaintiff's  servant  not  to 
come  on  the  premises  again.  The 
plaintiff  himself  lefl  the  house,  and 
subsequently  brought  an  action  of 
trespass  for  the  seizure  of  his  goods: 
— Held,  that  there  was  not  a  suSident 
seizure  to  support  the  action.  Hart- 
Ity  T.  Moxham,  604 

8t  Trespass  will  lie  against  a  cor- 
p6ration  aggregate  for  an  act  done  by 
thehr  agent  within  the  scope  of  his 
suthority,  and  in  such  an  action  it  is 
not  necessary  to  shew  the  appoint- 
ment or  authority  of  the  agent  under 
the  seal  of  the  corporation.  Mauml 
T.  Monmouthshire  Camd  Co,         606 

TRIAL  (POSTPONING). 
Bee  Postponing  Triaju 


TROVER. 
See  Detinue. 

1.  Though  a  fraudulent  vendee 
may  be  sued  in  trover  by  the  vendor, 
yet  the  right  of  action  does  not 
exist  against  every  person  into  whose 
hands  the  property  may  have  passed 
subsequently.  Sheppardy.Shoolbred, 

61 

2.  If  G.  obtained  goods  from  the 
plaintiffs  by  fraud,  and  sold  them  to 
the  defendants,  yet,  if  the  defend- 
ants were  not  privy  to  the  fraud,  they 
are  not  liable  to  the  plaintiiOb  in 
trover.  Ibid. 

3.  G.  bought  cotton  goods  of  the 
plaintiffs  to  the  amount  of  £816,  and 
they  were  afterwards  sold  b v  IL  to 
the  defendants  for  £589.  No  other 
transactions  were  shewn  between  G. 
and  R.: — Held,  that  the  connexion 
between  the  plaintiffs  and  defendants 
was  too  remote  to  raise  a  cause  of 
action^  unless  the  jury  were  convinced 
that  G.  obtained  the  goods  originally 
by  fraud,  and  that  the  defendants 
bought  them  under  circumstances 
which  must  have  convinced  them  that 
the  goods  were  so  obtained.        Ibid. 

USE  AND  OCCUPATION. 

See  Landlord  and  Tenant, 
7,  9,  10,  1 1,  12. 

VARIANCE. 
See  Amendment. 

VENDOR  AND  PURCHASER. 

See  AucrnoN. 

1 .  In  a  declaration,  in  an  action  for 
not  completing  apurchase  of  copyhold, 
it  was  alleged  that,on  the  27th  of  June, 
the  plaintiffs  **  were  ready  and  willing, 
at  the  office  of  the  said  steward  of  the 
said  manor  of  N.,  to  receive  the  resi- 
due of  the  said  purchase-money,  and 
then  and  there  to  surrender.*'  This 
was  denied  by  the  plea:— //^e/i/,  that 


VOLUNTARY  OATHS. 

this  allegation  was  proved  by  shew- 
ing that  the  pkintifia  were  ready  and 
willing  to  have  gone  to  the  steward's 
office  on  that  day  to  surrender,  but 
did  not  do  so,  b^use,  on  the  25tb, 
the  defendant  said  to  the  solicitor 
who  was  concerned  for  all  parties  that 
he  was  not  ready  to  complete  the 
pnrchase  on  the  27th,  Peny  y. 
Smith,  554 

2.  If  a  plaintiff,  in  his  declaration, 
ftTer  the  performance  of  a  condition 
precedent,  and  the  defendant  deny 
this  by  his  plea,  and  the  plaintiff 
reply  inatt«r  of  escnse  for  not  per- 
forming the  condition,  this  will  be  a 
departure.  Ibid. 

3.  A  purchaser  had  agreed  to  com- 
plete a  pnrchase  on  the  27th  of  June. 
ITie  sohcitor,  who  was  concerned  for 
all  parties,  called  on  him  on  the  25th 
of  June,  and  asked  him  if  he  would 
be  ready  to  complete  on  the  27th: — 
Held,  that  what  the  purchaser  said  in 
answer  was  not  a  privileged  commu- 
nication. Ibid. 

4.  A  purchaser  agreed  that  if  the 
completiDn  of  the  purchase  "  should 
be  delayed  on  his  part"  beyond  the 
27th  of  June,  he  would  pay  interest. 
The  vendor  and  his  trustee  were 
willing  to  complete  on  that  day,  but 
the  purchaser  was  not  prepared!  but 
on  ^e  28th  of  November,  when  the 
purchaser  was  ready,  the  vendor's 
trustee  would  not  join: — Htld,  that 
the  purchaser  was  liable  to  interest 
only  from  the  27th  of  June  to  the 
28th  of  November.  Ibid. 

VENUE. 
See  Indicthent,  €,  7. 

VEBDICT. 
See  Indictment,  8. 

VOLUNTARY  OATHS. 

See  OilTHS  (ADHrNISTERING 

vnnkcessaby). 


VOTER. 

1.  A  voter,  having  changed  bia 
residence  since  the  last  registration, 
cannot  be  indicted  under  the  2  Will,  4, 
c.  45,  for  swearing  that  he  has  still 
the  same  qualification,  if  the  sheriff's 
deputy  should  omit,  at  the  time  the 
voter  tenders  bis  vote,  to  read  over  to 
him  the  specific  qualification  Irom  the 
register.     Reg.  v.  Lucy,  511 

2.  If  A.,  who  is  registered  as  an 
elector  for  a  borough  as  a£10  house- 
holder, nves  up  the  house  in  respect 
of  whii£  he  b  registered,  and  takes 
another  of  superior  value  within  the 
same  borough,  after  the  registration 
and  before  the  election,  he  loses  bjs 
vote;  and  if  before  and  at  the  time  of 
the  election  a  new  tenant  has  taken 
possession  of  the  house  that  A.  has 
left,  and  is  paying  rent  for  it,  the 
bets  that  a  few  articles  of  A.'s  fur- 
luture  remain  in  the  house,  and  that 
A.  retains  one  of  the  two  keys  of  it, 
will  make  no  difference.  Reg.  v. 
Bowler,  559 

3.  Semble,  that  an  indictment 
against  a  voter  for  giving  a  false  an- 
swer at  the  poll,  which  states,  that  at 
a  eertun  election  for  a  member  of 
Parliament  for  the  borough  of  S.,  the 
defendant  t^peared  as  a  voter,  and 
tendered  his  vote  as  such,  and  that 
be  gave  a  false  answer,  that  be  had 
the  same  qualification  for  which  he 
was  put  on  the  renter,  whereas  in 
truth  he  had  not,  is  bad,  because  it 
states  all  the  matters  by  way  of  re- 
cital, and  because  it  neither  states  the 
writ  nor  the  precept  for  holding  the 
election,  nor  that  the  defendant's  name 
was  ever  on  the  register.  Rid. 

4.  A  voter  in  a  borough  who  was 
TC^stered  as  a  10^.  householder  in 
respect  of  a  house  in  "  E.  Place,"  loses 
his  vote  if,  after  the  registration  and 
before  the  election,  he  removes  to 
another  house  of  equal  value  in  E, 
Place,  although  the  house  to  which 
he  reMovea  ia  in  tntf  respect  within 
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the  description  contBined  in  tbe  re- 
gister.   Reg,  Y.  Ellis,  564 

5.  The  ''same  qualification'*  in  the 
58th  section  of  the  Eefonh  Act,  2  ft 
3  Will.  4,  c.  45,  means  tfte  same 
idetitlcd  property.  Nid. 

6.  In  a  raster  of  horooeh "voters, 
the  word  ''Penkhdl,''  whicA  demoted 
It  por(!oii^'of  the  horotigh,  wait  put  at 
the  head  of  severtl  names,  incltfding 
that  of  the  defendant,  who  was  on 
the  register  in  respect  of  a  house  in 
E.  Vhucei-^MM,  that  if  there  was 
no  other  E.  Place  in  the  borough,  it 
was  not  neoessary  fof  thie  deputy  re- 
tuming-officer,  in  pnttmg  the  third 
question  tmder  tJxe  Reform  -Act,  to 
add  the  word  ^  Fenkhnll"  a»part  «f 
the  deacriptioD.  Rid. 

7.  The  word«  "  wflfutiy'*  in  an  in- 
dictment, 4n  thedSth  sect«  of  ihd>  fie* 
fbrm  Act,  2  ft  S  Will.  4,  a  45,  far 
giving  »  ftdse  oiswer  at  the  p(^,  shoidd 
be  coDStni^  in  the  same^Mr  as  itt  an 
indictmeQt  for  perjury,  ana  be  tap- 
ported  by  the  satne  sort  of  endenoe. 


S*  In  an  indictment  ufedei'the  Re- 
A>rm  Aet,  2  ft  3  WilL  4,  e^  45^.  fer 
giving  a  ftlse  ttiswer  at  Iht  pdl  at 
an  election  of  the  tnember  of  Pariia* 
ment  for  a  borough,  it  is  not  essential 
that  the  letomingiieffioer  shmdd  hira- 
aelf  put  the  three  questioiis  to  the 
Toter»  under  sect^'  68  ol  the  Reform 
Act,  2  ft  3  WiH.  4»  e.  46;  ilis^iiffi- 
eievt  if  the  towii>*clerk  do  it  ia  his 
presence^  and  by  his  direction^  Neir 
ther  is  it  necessary  to  sbew  that  the 
egent  who  required  the  qoestion  to  be 
put  was  expres^y  appcmited  by  the 
candidate^  it  is  sufficient  tO' shew,  that 
he  has  acted  as  agent  for  the  eandi- 
date*     JBe^.  V.  Spaldmgr  568 

WARRANT.    . 
S^(?e  Trespass,  6. 

^ITAKRANTT. 
In  an  action  for  breach  of  warranty 


of  so«i«dnehti  in  m  tiinnHi^  ike 
h^  of  the  woi^  "  aomid^'  is,  thiit  tiie 
ansMal  b  fireefirom  diseseb  at  the  tiMe 
he  is  warranted  te  be  ^oisod.  If  Hie 
dilEieiie  Wete  not  ^  a^ldnd'te  hapede 
the  netund  nseMnete  ef  ^enniiadl 
in  the  purpeie  for  wUi^  he ie t^be 
ieised,  it  would  not  eskietifaite^  unMMiiilt- 
ness.  Biit  no  aiganMr  canW^id* 
dtt^ed  for  the  defendant  frMi  >llik 
sh^tnese  ef  the  dlMitfe4n<'tbe'li^ 
%t)ritseiite;  for  it  li  Mt  ]^okaikie 
to  Innit  %ht  time  ^  oufe»  tlnifl^^ilte 
iilighftness  of  the  anfifettaPs^  "diMM 
m^  be  a  €t  sebjeeifor  tiie^  kmUfUm 
atio^  of  the  jury  m  assctting  dsmi|ik 
mUeUv:  BufHttrd;  >^^     ^1 

.     \  ,  W^.FUL  ItV^MA^ 

•    WITKffiSSw,  --r/W    - 

..Pi?Rji;,RT.,3.  15.^P<>^ig{^.^;.,^ 

1.  A.  tnadf  B.  wete  jdfi^  Aiirg^ 
kt  the  seine  infictm^t  w'Mi'Wein^ 
tatu  iSat  house  of  1.  JI.  uii  ii0d% 
faisgoodk.  A.  pleaded  gvA^iiid^B. 
pleiidi^  not  guBty ,  iknd  mmmOi:  Al^s 
plea  df  gn^  was  lecdMed/ Bttt"^ 
^tsnee  had  been  passed  on  1dm*  B» 
^^fatd  to  ceU  A.  as  a  wibl^Wrttm: 
—H^  that  he  mi^'iie^ieJ  .Ihiiu 

2.  Mbdeofeweating^if  Clitti^ 
ness.    Iteg.  v.  MntrMnOn,^  ^    'S48 

3.  A  judge  at  Nisi  Prrde  Vffi^^ 
compel  a  witnese'  to  produce  ii  doii^' 
ment  under  a  subpcenik  ddces,  liMib, 
if,  as  agamst  the^atty^cdddg  iteiito- 
duction,  the  witmess  has  a  lien  on  the 
document  whidi  is  caO^  for.  jre%» 
V.  Ztn^,  ^^  M6 

^Wn*^  ^dttilhistrkvit  is'  {Ae^'^i  knd  in 
which  no  evidence  has  beai^'j^TOi  as 
to  how  Aiw<  btai^pQiediJo^^^pro- 
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peity»  <«  entk  tbat  he  left  any  ^iU, 
the  widow  of  A.  is  net  a  competent 
witaesa  for  the  defendaat :  and  this  is 
net  ft  case  in  which  the  witness  can 
be  lendered  eompetait  by  indorsing 
her  name  on  the  record  nnder  the 
sist.  3  &  4  WilL  4»c.  4%  ae.  26^  27. 
Tbt^  r.  Arnold,  434 

•  6.  If  a  witness  ia  sworn  in  chief^ 
bnt  has  not  \»tea  asked  any  question 
in  his  examination  in  chief,  it  is  not 
too  hite  to  take  an  objection  to  bis 
competeocT,  on  the  ground  ot  in- 
terest, and  such  an  olgection  is  not 
eon&ied  to  eiaminations  on  the  voir 
dire*  Ibid. 

6.  A  witness  being  sworn*  and 
having  then  in  court  a  document  in 
his  possession,  is  bound  to  produce 
it,  if  required,  though  he  have  not 
received  any  notice  to  produce,  nor 
been 'served  with  a  subpoena  duces 
tecum.     Snellgrove  v.  Stevens,     508 

7.  If  in  a  conveyance,  A.,  the  con- 
veying party,  has  covenanted  that  for 
and'  Notwithstanding  any  act,  matter, 
or  thing' done  or  committed  by  him, 

I  he  has  a  good  title.  This  does  not 
.  render  A,  an  incompetent  witness  in  an 
ejectment  brought  for  the  premises  by 
^is  grantee,  unless  it  be  shewn  that 
,  t^  defendant's  title  arose  from  some 
,  act^  of  A*    Doe  d.  Meyrick  v.  HowelU, 

r      ...  .  .      648 

§.,  On  the  trial  of  an  action  on  a 

iiji  or  exchange,  where  the  cause  was 

aadefended,  one  of  the  jury  said  that 

the  stamp  was  forged,  and  called  the 

.  Iittention  of  the  judge  to  the  fact: — 

2,J^eldf.th9X  the  juryman  must  be  sworn 

,as  a  witness  to  give  evidence  to  his 

brother  jurors  before  they  can  act 

liipon  his  opinion;  and,  on  nis  declin- 

.ing  to  be  sworn  as  a  witness,  the 

jn^e  told  the  jury  they  must  find  for 

the  plaintiff.    Manley  v.  Shaw,    361 

i  WITNESS  IMPROPERLY  SWORN 
TO  GO  BEFORE  THE  GRAND 
.      JURY. 

•    ,  When  the  grand  jury  have  fonnd  a 


bill,  the  jnc^gesi  before  whom  the  case 
eomes  to  be  tried,  ought  not  to  in- 
qeire  whether  the  witnesses  were  pro- 
perty awom  previously  to  their  going 
before  the  grand  jury;  and  it  seems 
that  an  improper  mode  of  swearing 
theai  will  not  vitiate  the  indictment* 
as  the  grand  juiy  are  at  hberty  to 
find  a  bUl  upon  their  own  knowledge 
merely.    Reg.  v.  BauueU,  247 

WORDS. 
See  Slander. 

WOUNDING. 

1 .  On  an  indictment  for  woundine, 
with  intent  to  do  grievous  bodily 
harm,  it  appeared  that  two  persons, 
one  of  whom  was  the  prisoner,  at- 
tacked and  wounded  the  prosecutor, 
and  robbed  him;  it  was  not  proved 
which  of  the  two  persons  inflicted  the 
wound: — Held,  that  if  the  prisoner 
inflicted  the  wound  on  the  prosecutor 
vrith  intent  to  rob  him,  he  having  at 
the  same  time  an  intent  to  do  him 
grievous  bodily  harm  to  effectuate 
such  his  intention  of  robbing,  he 
ougbt  to  be  convicted  on  this  indict- 
ment.    Reg.  V.  Bawen,  149 

2.  Held,  also,  that  even  if  the  pri- 
soner's was  not  die  hand  that  inflicted 
the  wound,  he  ought  to  be  convicted 
on  this  indictment,  if  the  jury  are 
satisfied  that  the  two  persons  were 
engaged  in  the  common  purpose  of 
robbing  the  prosecutor,  and  that  the 
other  person's  was  the  hand  which 
inflicted  the  wound.  IM. 

3.  A  broker  and  his  men  having 
levied  a  distress  for  rent,  the  man  left 
in  possession  was  ejected.  The  owner 
of  the  goods  was  not  in  the  room  at 
the  time  of  the  levy,  and  it  was  not 
proved  that  he  was  a  party  to  the  turn- 
ing out  of  the  man,  or  that  he  knew 
of  the  distress  being  levied;  but  on 
the  broker  and  his  assistants  break- 
ing open  the  outer  door  to  re-enter, 
tltte>  prisoner  struck  one  of  the  aasist- 
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ants  with  an  axe  on  the  forehead: — 
Heldf  that  under  these  circumstances 
the  prisoner  must  at  least  he  found 
guilty  of  an  assault;  and  also,  that 
although  he  might  he  found  guilty  of 
woundmg  with  intent  to  murder,  or 
to  do  grievous  hodilj  harm,  yet  he 
could  not  be  found  guilty  of  wound- 
ing with  intent  to  maim  and  disahle. 
Reg.  y.  Sullivan,  209 

4.  Where  three  persons  were  in- 
dicted jointly  for  cutting  and  wound- 
ing, and  the  third  of  them  did  not 
come  up  to  the  spot  until  after  one  of 
the  first  two  had  got  away>  and  then 


WORKMEN. 

kicked  the  prosecutor  while  he  was 
on  the  ground  struggling  with  the 
other, — it  was  keld,  that  the  two, 
who  jointly  assaulted  the  prosecutor 
and  wounded  him  at  first,  might  he 
found  guilty  either  of  the  felony  or  of 
an  assault  only,  but  that  the  third 
prisoner  must  under  the  circum- 
stances  be  acquitted  altogether.  Reg. 
V.  M'Pha^e,  212 

WORKMEN  (COMBINATION 

OF). 

See  L.C.J.Tindal's  Cha&qe9J».66I. 
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